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Proceedings  and  Debates 

Of  the  FIRST  SESSION  of  the 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 

OF      THE 

Fourteenth  Pari  lament  of  Greai^Brttam ;     . 

Appointed  to  meet  at  Wejim'mfier^  the  29th  of  November ,  117 if • 

THE  King  being  on  the  throne  in  the  House  of  P^s,  an4 
the  Commons  attending,  the  Lord  Chancellor  direfted 
the  Commons  to  choose  a  Speaker,  and  present  him  the  next 
day. 

The  Commons  returned  to  their  own  house. 

Lord  Guernsey  moved,  that  the  late  Speaker,  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton,  be  chosen  Speaker  again. 

His  Lordship  was  seconded  by  Lord,  R.  Spencer. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  motion. 

November  30. 

The  King  ,being  on  the  throne  in  the  House  of  Peers,  the 
Commons  attended  and  presented  their  Speaker,  who  being 
approved,  the  King  opened  the  sessions  with  the  following 
speech. 

-Afy  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  I  am  obliged,  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  parliament,  to'  inform  you,  that  a  most  daring 
spirit  of  resistance  and  disobedience  to  the  law,  still  unhappily 
prevails  in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay ;  and  has,  in 
divers  parts  of  it,  broke  forth  in  fresh  violences  of  a  very  cri- 
minal nature.  The^e  proceedings  have  been  countenanced 
and  encouraged  in  other  of  my  colonies,  and  unwarrantable 
attempts  have  been  made  to  obstruct  the  commerce  of  this 
Ipngdom,  by  unlawful  combinations.  I  have  taken  such  mea- 
sures, and  given  such  orders,  as  I  judged  most  proper  an4 
^j9^6fajml  for  carrying  into  execution  the  laws  which  were 
passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  late  parliament^  for  the  pro«> 
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te£Hon  and  security  of  the  commerce  of  my  sufajeAs,  and  for 
tix  restoring  and  preserving  peacei  order  and  g«od  govern* 
menty  in  thie  province  of  the  Massachtffet's  Bay ;  and  you 
may  depend  upon  my  firm  and  steadfast  resolution  to  withstand 
every  attempt  to  weaken  or  impair  the  supreme  authority  of 
this  legislature  over  all  the  dominions  of  my  crown ;  the  main- 
tenance of  whidi  I  consider  as  cssenciat  fty  die;  dignity,  the 
safety,  and  the  welfare  of  the  British  empire ;  assuring  mvself, 
that,  while  I  act  Wfott  diese  principles^  I  shall  never  fail  to 
receive  your  assistance  and  supptnt. 

{  have  the  gmtcst  satisfadtion  in  being  able  Xbf  infiinn  you, 
that  a  treaty  of  peace  is  concluded  between  Rossia  and  the 
Porte.  By  this  happy  event  the  troubles,  which  have  so  long 
prevailed  in  one  part  of  Europe,  are  composed,  and  the  gaie- . 
ral  tranquiffity  rendered  cosqpiete.  It  shall  be  any  c(Histant 
aim  and  endeavour  to  prevent  the  breaking  out  of  fresh  distur-* 
bances)  and  I  aoinm  but  flatter  myself  I  ri^i  snccecd,  as  I 
continue  to  receive  the  strongest  assurances  firom  other  powers 
€^  theiftbeing  e^alty  disposed  to  preserii^  the  peace. 

Gtntletnen  <fthe  House  afCommonSf 
I  have  ordered  the  ;»roper  estimates  for  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year  to  be  laid  before  you  ;  and  I  doubt  aot  but  that, 
in  this  Uou^se  of  Commons,  I  shall  meet  with  the  same  af- 
fectionate confidence,  and  the  sanfie  proo&  of  zeal  andattacb- 
ment  to  my  person  and  government,  which  I  have  always, 
during  the  course  of  my  reign,  received  from,  my  fiuthful 
Commons. 

My  Lordly  mid  Gentlemen^ 
Let  me  particularly  recommend  tz>  you,,  at  diis^  time,  to 
proceed  with  temper  in  your  deliberationa,.  and  with  unaniv 
mity  in  your  resolutions.  Let  my  people,^  in  every  part  of 
my  dominions,  be  taught,  by  your  example,  to  have  a  due 
reverence  fior  the  laws,  aad  a.  just  sense  of  the  blessings  of  our 
excellent  consthution.  They  may  be  assured*  that,  on  my 
part,  I  havenothing  so  much  at  heart  as  the  seai  prosperity 
and  lasting  happiness  of  all  my  subjeds. 
\  Decetnbar  I  and  2m 

Swearing  the  members. 

Decern^  5. 
Lord  Beauciamp  moved.  That  an  humble  address,  be  prei* 
sentedf  to  hi&Majesty; 

Mr.  T,  De  Gtteyy'yan.  seconded  the  motion. 
Lord  John  Cavendish  proposed  an  amendment,  in.  substance^ 
that  Jiis  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased  taa  comnnmi^ 
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cate  tke  hkfdDSgeftce  he  had  teccircd  froM  Attxtiti^  id  the 
House. 

Mr.  P.  Mmtagu  bonded  the  motion. 

The  friaodlrof  the  address,  as  mofed  by  Lotxl  Be^ilchaiim^ 
af^ed,  that  an  address  tras  no  more  than  t  eenerd  complr- 
ttienty  a  measttre  or  dourse  at  the  DeghiTiing  of  every  SiSssidft^ 
that  particular  iHeastif eii  were  not  now  the  obfeAs  of  cfonside* 
fation;  and  that  the  juclgment  of  the  House  trpOA  tte  afikfai^ 
of  America  would  be  taken  on  a  future  day. 

The  friends  of  the  amendment  ai'gded,  lliat  dM/Q^  no 
particular  measures  were  at  tMs  instant  tsfrdef  ccmideratiofty 
ifety  the  addnest  being  drawn  up  in  such  trery  ^enefal  tefms,  it 
jompHed,  and  even  contained,  a  gendral  approbation  of  aH  the; 
bte  measures  taken  with  America  $  that  this  general  judg- 
ment c6uld  nbt,  nor  ought  not,  to  bejgiven  t^ithout  the  mk^ 
jnfbrmatioii;  and  that  a  delay  in  forming  $tich  judgnient, 
while  the  mott  important  concern?  of  En^and  dnd  AmeHca; 
Were  dependent  upon  it,  might  be  fatal. 

Some  gentlemen,  who  declared  thems^^esf  not  atitfthed  td 
either  side,  said,  they  would  Vote  for  the  address  as  moved  by 
JUMi  Beauchamp;  not  because  they  would  be  thought  to  ap- 
prove of  the  late  measures  against  Americar,  on  the  contrary, 
they  did  not  consider  this  vote  as  making  any  engagement  td 
approve  of  any  measures  \  for  they  should  consider  themselveS| 
they  said,  notwithstanding  this  vote,  entirely  at  fiberty  up<^ 
an  mture  questions  \  but  they  would  vote  for  the  address,  be- 
cause an  address  was  become  a  business  of  course. 

Lord  North  said,  this  was  not  a  proper  time  to  enter  upofi 
any  discussion  of  the  afiairs  of  America ;  that  however  neces- 
cessary  and  agreeable  a  reconciliation  with  America  might  be; 
yet,  as  no  terms  had  been  offered  by  America,  England  would 
not  submit  first ;  and  as  matters  therefore  were  in  a  state  of 
suspense,  he  hoped  the  noble  lord  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. He  made  some  apologies  for  the  late  parliament,  which 
passed  the  a£b  against  America,  and  called  it  a  eood  paiiiament^ 

Col.  Barre  replied  to  Lord  Korth,  and  said,  America  had 
offered  terms.  He  read  a  passage  in  Mr.  Dickinson's  pam-( 
phlet,' entitled  '^  A  New  Essay,  &c."  which,  in  his  opinion, 
contained  a  very  sufficient  ground  to  accept  and  to  negociato 
Upon.  The  scheme  of  reducing  the  colonies  by  force,  he 
itttti'sA  wild,  incoherent,  and  impracticable. 

Gov.  Johnstone  thought  America  riot  tenable  upon  the 
terms  and  principles  laid  down  in  the  proposed  address.  He 
^ras  very  ghd  to  hear  some  apology  made  for  the  late  parCa- 
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ment ;  for^  in  his  opinion^  no  parliament  ever  stood  in  greater 
need  of  an  apology. 

Mr.  Burke  compared  the  language  now  artfully  held  to 
the  new  memberSf  of  the  address  being  only  a  compliment^ 
to  the  insinuations  of  a  designing  lover,  who,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  honourable  addresses,  first  squeezes  the  hand  of  his 
mistress,  then  asks  her  to  take  a  turn  in  the  Park,  next  into 
the  country,  and  so  on,  step  by  step,  till  at  length  he  dis- 
honours her.  In  the  last  parliament,  he  said,  it  was  the  mini- 
ster's language,  that  the  late  a£ls  would  humble  America  \  that 
by  punishing  Boston,  all  America  would  be  struck  with  ^  pa- 
$iic:  Boston  would  be  abandoned,  all  would  be  afraid  to  give 
any  relief  to  Boston,  lest  they  should  share  the  same  fate. 
The  very  contrary  is  the  case.  The  cause  of  Boston  is  b^ 
come  the  cause  of  all  America.  Every  part  of  America  is 
united  in  support  of  Boston.  ^*  By  these  acts  of  impression^ 
said  he,  you  have  made  Boston  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Ainerica.'* 
The  present  situation  of  America  he  compared  to  a  funeral; 
trade  and  commerce  were  pall  bearers,  the  merchants  and 
traders  chief  mourners,  the  West  Indian  and  African  mer- 
chants closed  the  procession,  and  the  army  and  navy,  at  a  dis* 
tance,  looked  on  in  gloomy  silence  at  so  melancholy  a  spec- 
tacle. 

Right  Hon.  T.  Townshend,  Mr.  Hartley,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  amendment. 

Lord  Carmarthen,  Sir  William  Mayne,  Sir  George  Ma- 
cartney, Mr.  Wedderburne,  and  Mr.  Van,  spoke  for  the  ad- 
dress proposed  by  Lord  Beauchamp. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  amendment.  For  it  73, 
against  it  264, 

r 

The  bumble  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  King, 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

We  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjefts,  the 
Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  parliament  assembled,  return 
your  Majesty  our  humble  thanks  for  your  most  gracious  speech 
from  the  throne. 

Permit  us  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  receive,  with  the 
highest  sense  of  your  Majesty's  goodness,  the  early  information 
which  you  have  been  pleased  to  give  us  of  the  state  of  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

We  feel  the  most  sincere  concern,  that  a  spirit  of  disobe- 
dience sind  resistance  to  the  law-should  still  unhappily  fNrevail 
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in  that  province,  and  that  it  has  broke  forth  in  fresh  vio- 
lences of  a  most  criminal  nature:  and  we  cannot  but  lament 
that  such  proceedings  should  have^en  countenanced  and  en- 
couraged in  any. other  of  your  Majesty's  colonies;  and  that 
anv  of  your  subjects  should  have  been  so  far  deluded  and  mis- 
led^ as  to  make  rash  and  unwarrantable  attempts  to  obstruct 
the  commerce  of  your  Majesty's  kingdoms  by  unlawful  com- 
binations. 

We  beg  leave  to  present  our  most  dutiful  thanks  tq  your 
Majesty,  for  having  taken  such  measures  as  your  Majesty 
judged  most  proper  and  effedhial,  for  cai'rying  into  execution 
the  laws,  which  were  passed  in  the  last  session  of  the  late  par* 
liament,  for  the  protection  and  security  of  the  commerce  of 
your  Majesty's  subjects,  and  for  restoring  and  preserving  peace^ 
order,  and  good  government,  in  the  province  of  the  Massa-* 
chuset's  Bay. 

Your  faithful  Commons,  animated  by  your  Majesty's  gra* 
cibus  assurances,  will  use^every  means  in  their  power  to  assist 
your  Majesty  in  maintaining  entire  and  inviolate  the*  supreme 
authority  of  this  legislature  over  all  the  dominions  of  your 
crown;  being  truly*  sensible,  that  we  should  betray  the  triist 
reposed  in  us,  and  be  wanting  in  every  duty  which  we  owe 
to  your  Majesty,  and  to  our  fellow  subjects,  if  we  failed  to  give 
our  most  zealous  support  to  those  great  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, which  govern  your  Majesty's  conduct  in  this  important 
business,  and  which  are  so  essential  to  the  dignity,  safety,  and 
welfare  of  tjie  British  empire. 

We  learn,  with  great  satisfaction,  that  a  treaty  of  peace  is 
concluded  between  Russia  and  the  Porte;  and  that,  by  this 
happy  event,  the  general  tranquillity,  is  rendered  complete:  and 
we  entertain  a  well-grounded  hope,  that  your  Majesty's  constant 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  breaking  out  of  fresh  disturbances 
will  be  attended  with  success;  as  yoin*  Majesty  continues  to 
receive  the  strongest  assurances  from  other  powers,  of  their 
being  equally  disposed  to  preserve  the  peace. 

We  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  will,  with  the  utmost 
chearfiilness,  grant  to  your  Majesty  every  necessary  supply  j 
and  that  we  consider  ourselves  *ound  by  gratitude,  as  well  ast 
duty,  to  give  every  proof  of  our  most  aiFectionate  attachment* 
to  a  Prince,  who,  during  the  whole  course  of  his  reign,  has 
made  the  happiness  of  his  people  the  object  of  all  his  views,  artd 
the  rule  of  all  his  actions/ 
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Tbf  Kin^s  Answer. 

I  retuiTi  you  my  particular  thinks  for  thU  vay  loyal  and 
dutiful  address.  I  receive  with  the  highest  satisfaction  9n4 
approl>ation  your  assurances  of  assistance  and  support  in  main<p 
taining  the  supreme  authority  of  the  legislature  over  aU  the 
doQunions  of  my  crown.  It  shall  be  my  care  to  justify,  by  my 
conduct,  the  confidence  you  so  aSectionatdy  express,  and 
to  9hew  that  I  have  no  interests  separate  from  thpse  of  my 
people. 

December  6. 

Mr.  S^fuiker  wd^  It  is  uspal  that  the  double  return^  be 
}^eard  firi^i  next  t;he  undue  elections^  and  la9tly  complaintf 
concerning  undue  eleAions ;  but  what  I  have  to  acqugmt  the 
{louse  withy  is  of  much  higher  consequence.  8y  dke  9tand- 
ing  order^  it  is  ordered,  *'  that  all  persons  who  wiU  question 
any  returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament,  do  question 
the* same  within  fourteen  days  next)"  and  by  the  late  a£t  for 
iktermining  controverted  ele£Hons,  it  is  enacted,  ^*  that  when** 
ever  a  petition,  complaining  of  an  undue  electicm»  &c.  is  jni^e** 
sented,  it  shall  be  received,  be  read  by  the  clerk,  and  a  day 
lixied  for  appointing  a  committee  to  determine  and  try  the 
$ame.''  Such  being  the  state  of  the  matter,  I  should  be  glad 
f:Q  have  the  opinion  and  direction  of  the  House  in  what  man«>> 
ner  to  act. 

Mr.  ComwalL  I  rise,  with  all  imaginable  diffidence,  to 
impart  my  doubts  on  what  has  now  fallen  from  the  chair,  be^ 
cause  I  conceive  it  to  be  involved  in  great  difficulty.  By  the 
st^uiding  order,  if  a  petition  be  presented  the  15th  day,  it  .will 
come  too  late,  and  must,  contrary  to  the  genaral  sense  of  the 
House»  be  rejected,  unless  we  break  through  the  anient  and 
ests^lidied  usage  of  this  House.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  do 
not  receive  it,  we  resist  the  positive  words  of  an  act  of  parlia*- 
ment)  for  by  them  we  are  obliged  to  entertain  a  petition,  and 
fend  it  to  a  committee  whenever  it  is  {Hresented,  though  the 
^ause  of  comfdaint,  ex,  grot,  •jse  in  this  sessions,  and  redress 
should  not  be  sought  till  seven  sessions  hence.  I  would  there* 
fore  submit  it  to  the  good  sense  and  candour  of  the  House,  whe*' 
thcTi  considering  the  nature  of  the  standing  order,  and  the  re* 
iation  it  should  have  to  the  act,  and  the  act  with  it»  it  would 
not  be  more  proper  and  convenient,  that  we  might  have,  in  the 
fir$t  instance,  a  power  to  enlarge  the  time  to  m^ore  than  fourteen 
days,  as  well  as  reject  petitions,  if  frivolous  or  ill-grounded  ; 
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Mid  whetker,  in  fact;,  that  would  aiot  be  the  Tadonad  and  sob^ 
stantial  construction  of  the  act  in  question. 

Mr.  Dunmng^     My  honourable  and  learned  fnend  over 
the  way  has  started  an  objecticm,  which,  were  it  to  prevail  m 
the  manner  he  seems  desirous  it  shouldi  would  in  reality  defeat 
the  act)  which  some  ^ort  time  since  appeared  to  be  so  justly 
the  favourite  of  a  majority  of  this  House.     I  trust  there  are 
many  friends  to  that  act  now  present;  and  I  have  a  learned 
and  honourable  one  now  in  my  eye  [Mr.  Wedderbume]  who 
I  make  no  doubt,  wiU  exert  himself  in  ks  support,  and  do  all 
ifi  his  power  to  resist  such  an  attempt^  howsoever  ingeniously 
urged,  or  covertly  and  plausibly  conceived.    The  evil  which 
the  act  w»  designed  to  remove  and  guard  against,  was  partial 
decisions  tm  this  House,  on  controverted  elections.     I  believe 
iio  m2ffi  here  will  deny,  that  too  many  instances  of  that  kind 
have  happened;  indeed  its  several  provisionjs  are  the  clearest 
proof,  that  that  was  the  sole  intention  of  its  framer  and  friends. 
What  then  wiU  foe  the  probable  c(»isequence  were  my  learDed 
friend's  ideas  to  prevail  i  It  would  be  this,  that  a  majorky  of 
this  House,  Ao  matter  whether  of  this  or  that  party,  {for  we 
cannot  be  igiKNrant  of  what  party  is  capable  of  doing)  without 
enquiry,  and  perhs^ps  only  knowing  the  name  of  the  town,  or 
the  petitioner,  «r  chusing  to  usurp  a  jurisdiction  to  determine 
the  merits  in  the  first  instance,  could  at  once  take  upon  itself 
to  reject  a  petition,  without  any  other  hearmg  or  trial  what« 
ever.    In  fine,  if  this  be  the  method  the  honourable  and 
learned  mover  in  this  business,  and  his  friends,  have  devised 
to  defeat  every  true  and  salutary  purpose  of  the  act,  both  in 
point  of  senstf  construction,  and  lett^,  I  would  wish  them 
sincdrely  to  speak  out,  and  attack  it  directly,  rather  than  thus 
side-ways  endeavour  to  defi^at  it,  by  forcing  an  interpretation 
k  will  fay  no  means  admit  of. 

Mr.  Corm»alL  No  man  in  this  Flouse  more  highly  ap# 
proves  of  the  act  in  question  in  several  respects,  than  1  do.  '  I 
am  not  surprized  therefore,  if  the  learned  gentleman  thinks 
such  a  power  as  I  haye  mentioned  would  lead  to  defeat  the 
act,  that  he  should  be  desirous  to  prevent  its  supposed  ill  con* 
sequences ;  but  I  suqMSct  he  has  equally  mistook  my  meaning 
»k1  intentions.  All  I  wish  for  is,  that  the  House,  if  a  peti«- 
tion  on  a  true  ground  were  presented,  might  be  deemed  conw 
petent  to  entertain  it,  though  the  fourteen  days  prescribed  by 
the  standing  order  were  expired.  As  to  the  learned  gentle- 
man's fears,  that  such  a  power  might  be  abused,  the  journals 
of  parliament  do  not  furnish  an  instance  of  a  petition  being 

B  4  '  rejectedj 
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rejected,  complaining  of  an  undue  election,  without  being  sent 
to  a  committee. 

[//i?  ivas  mistaken  ;  4  March,  1 7 16,  a  petition  from  the  inha-- 
hitants  of  Z^eominster,  complaining  of  an  undue  election^  ivas 
moved  to  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  privileges  and  election  3 
it  passed  in  the  negative :  it  was  afterwards  resolved^  that  the 
send  petition  be  rejected."} 

Mr.  Dunning,  How  the  fact  now  stated  by  the .  Hon, 
gentlcQian  may  be,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say ;  but  this  I  am 
confident  of,  that  if  it  were  strictly  true,  it  would  still  be  a 
stronger  motive  with  me  to  resist  the  vesting  any  such  power 
in  this  House ;  because,  if  in  former  times  the  House  did  not 
reject  in  the  first  instance,  the  reason  was  obvious,  as  those 
who  led  it  could  efiect  with  certainty  and  facility,  imder  the 
appearance  and  sanction  of  a  judicial  decision,  what,  if  they 
had  done  in  the  first  instance,  would  carry  with  it  the  strongest 
marks  of  the  most  manifest  partiality.  But  being  by  the  act 
now  under  consideration,  totally  precluded  from  exerting  that 
shameful,  influence,  should  the  re^ons  now  ofiFered  by  the 
learned  gentleman  prevail,  they  will,  in  a  summary  way,  be  en-r 
abled  to  do  that  which  is  denied  them  in  any  other.  Should 
the  House  be  vested  with  this  negative,  the  petition  may  con* 
cern  Blackacre,  and  the  petitioner  be  John  a  Stiles;  and  both 
the  town  and  petitioner  may  chance  to  be  extrei&dy  disagree-} 
able  to'  those  who  govern  and  lead  the  majority  or^is  House, 
no  matter  who  they  are  or  may  be.  What  then  is  to  be 
done  ?  The  conunittee  cannot  pass  over  the  justice  of  the 
cause,  to  stigmatize  the  petitioner  for  his  turpitude,  nor  pu- 
nish the  town  for  its  delinquency  j  on  the  contrary,  they 
will  be  under  a  necessity  of  judging  rigidly,  according  to  the 
true  merits  of  the  question.  That  there  have  been  ma?iy 
decisions  within  these  walls,  answerable  to  this  description, 
1  believe  few  will  controvert ;  nay,*  indeed,  I  might  add,  as 
iniquitous  and  unjust  as  ever  came  to  my  knowledge  without 
them;  and  they  have  been  sufiiciently  corrupt  and  nume- 
rous. I  therefore  call  on  the  former  firiends  of  the  bill,  who 
I  trust  have  not  so  soon  changed  their  minds,  to  stand  forth 
and  assist  me  in  defending  it;  for  which  purpose,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  beg  to  make  the  following  n>ption,  and  to  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  Qn  it* 

*  That,  according  to  the  true  construction  of  the  said  act, 
whenever  a  petition,  complaining  of  an  undue  election,  or  re- 
turn of  a  member  to  serve  in  parliament,  shall  be  offered  to 
be  presented  to  the  House,  within  the  time  limited  by  the  or- 
der of  the  House  for  questioning  the  returns  of  members  to 

serve 
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serve  in  parliament,  the  said  petition  shall  be  delivered  in  at 
the  table,  and  read,  without  a  question  being  put  thereupon. 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Wedderburne  and  Mr.  Hartley,  spoke  ftur 
the  motion,  and  Mr.  Rigby,  Mr.  Thurlow  and  Mr.  Fox, 
against  it.  However  the  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  di* 
vision,  and  it  is  made  a  resolution  of  the  House. 

Several  gentlemen  having  petitions  to  present,  and  each 
being  ^(^irous  pf  an  early  day  being  appointed  for  hearing 
them,  the  .Speaker  w^3  embarrassed  how  to  decide,  or  to  which 
he  ought  to  give  the  preference,  and  therefore  desired  the  as* 
sistance  and  direction  of  the  House.  This  produced  a  con* 
versation ;  at  length  Mr.  Ro^e  Fuller  proposed,  that  when 
jnore  than  on^  petition,  complaining  of  an  imdue  election,  or 
double  retun},  is  presented  pn  the  same  day,  Mr.  Speaker  do 
order  the  names  of  the  counties,  cities,  or  boroughs,  from 
whence  the  same  petitions  are  received,  to  be  written  on  pieces 
of  paper  of  the  same  size,  and  being  rolled  up,  to  be  put  by 
the  clerk  into  a  glass,  and  be  publicly  drawn  out,  one  at  a 
time,  by  the  clerk,  and  then  read,  and  proceeded  upon  in  the 
order  in  which  they  are  drawn.  After  a  few  words  tliis  mo^ 
t^pn  was  agineed  to.  The  petitions  ready  were  immediately 
delivered,  and  the  clerks  proceeded  according  to  this  new  re^. 
gulation.  This  is  the  first  instance  df  any  decision  in  the 
nature  pf  a  ballot  being  adopted  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

December  7,  8,  9. 

Petitions  and  private  business. 

December  12. 

Mr.  Buller^  one  of  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty,  moved  that 
16,000  seamen,  including  4284  marines,  be  employed  in  the 
sea  service  for  1775,  at  the  rate  of  4I.  per  man,  per  month, 
for  thirteen  months; 

It  was  asked  what  number  of  seamen  were  now  employed 
in  America ;  to  which  Mr.  Bulitrr  answered,  2^835,  ^^^  ^^^^ 
the  ordinary  number  employed  on  that  station  was  1900. 
It  was  said,  in  reply,  that  keeping  so  many  seamen  in  Ame-. 
Hca  was  leaving  the  coast  at  home  almost  defenceless. 

A  conversation  was  begun  by  the  Right  Hon.  ST.  l^onicns-r 
bmd^  that  the  doors  of  the  House  ought  to  be  open  to  the 
Peers. 

.  Mr.  Stafiley  spoke  aj^ainst  it,  said  neither  Peers  nor  strangers 
ought  to  be  admitted. 

Mr.  Rice  said,  the  Peers  having  given  the  first  offence  ought 
to  be  the  first  to  recede. 

;  Sir  G,  Elliot  was  not  only  for  admittance- of  the  Peers  and* 
their  sons,  but  members  sons  \  and  ^at  since  the  Peers  had 
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behared  improperly)  the  Commons  should  set  them  the  exam- 
ple of  good  mamiers. 

Mr.  JBurie  touched  upon  the  pride  of  the  Peers^  and  said 
he  apprehened  more  true  politeness  was  to  be  found  amongst 
fhe  country  gentlemen  %  he  then  argued  in  favour  of  opening 
the  doors  of  both  Houses  on  the  princi}^  of  duty,  declaring 
that  if  he  could  do  his  duty  completely  without,  he  would  never 
desire  to  enter  the  doors  of  die  House  of  Peers ;  but  he  was 
very  well  convinced,  that  upon  certain  occasimis,  it  was  ab» 
solutely  necessary  the  members  should  have  fi^  access  to 
their  respective  houses ;  that  a  great  comm^cial  biH,  the  im« 
portation  of  provisions  from  freland,  would  probably  have 
been  lost,  if  he  had  not  had  access  to  the  House  of  Peers,  to 
explain  the  principles  on  which  that  bill  went ;  and  that  if  the 
doors  of  that  House  had  not  been  shut  against  the  Loids  last 
sessions,  the  bill  for  the  security  of  literary  property  would 
never  have  been  rejected  with  such  contempt,  after  it  had 
passed  the  House  of  Commons  $  fc^  if  the  young  Peers  had 
come  down  and  heard  the  arguments  on  it,  it  would  have  met 
with  a  different  fate. 

No  motion  being  made  upon  this  subject,  nothing  was 
done* 

December  13. 

Mr.  Rose  Fuller  moved  that  the  resolution  which  the  House 
came  to  on  the  5  th  of  May^  1774,  might  be  read.  It  was 
read  as  follows : 

**  That  in  some  counties  in  this  kingdom,  by  reason  of 
their  great  extent,  or  the  particular  situation  .of  their  county 
towns,  the  freeholders  cannot,  but  at  their  great  expence, 
&tigue,  and  loss  of  time,  be  convened  together  at  any  one 
place,  to  make  elections  for  knights  of  the  shire  \  and  that 
provision  should  be  made,  that  in  such  counties  the  poll,  if 
demanded  at  the  proclamaticm  of  the  writ,  may  be  taken  at 
certain  different  places,  for  certain  different  districts  within 
such  counties.'' 

Upon  which  Mr.  Fuller  observed,  that  it  appeared  at  that 
time  to  the  House,  that  there  were  several  large  counties, 
where  it  was  extremely  inconvenient  for  the  fr^holders  to 
attend  at  an  election  for  members  to  serve  in  Parliament  \  he 
begged,  theref<Mre,  to  scquaint  them  with  what  came  wkhin 
his  own  knowledge.  He  said,  he  resided  in  a  county  [Sussex 
where  he  was  eighty  miles  from  the  {dace  of  electicm^  and 
that  there  were  sev^*al  freeholders  who  lived  above  a  hun* 
dred  mil^  off,  and  were  obliged  to  go  to  give  their  suffrages 
at  the  expence  of  4L  each,  whkh  ne  loosed  -  upon  no  le^ 

trouUesome 
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trouUetome  than  expenthc  He  then  moored,  diat  leave 
might  be  giren  to  bring  in  a  bitt,  according  to  the  resolutioqt 
t>f  the  House  (tf  the  5th  of  May,  1 774,  which  was  agreed  to« 

Lord  John,  Cavendish  begged  leave  to  $tate  to  the  House 
the  coikfact  of  admioistnitioa  in  one  or  two  points,  partico* 
larly  respecting  the  naval  establishnnent  for  the  ensuing  year. 
He  <ri)servedy  thjrt:  there  was  4000  seamen'  voted  for  thejpre- 
sent  year  less  then  the  preceding  one,  notwithstanding'  the 
epeech  from  the  throne  aimounced  the  very  critical  and 
alarming  situation  of  afiairs  in  America.  This  was  a  con-^ 
duct  he  could  by  no  means  recotfcile ;  for  taking  the  speech 
to  have  been  framed  upon  right  information,  as  calling  for 
measures  of  a  spirited  and  decisive  nature,  what  sort  ofcor- 
respondenee  there  was  between  the  contents  of  the  speech 
and  the  naval  establishmait,  was  more  than  he  could  possi- 
lAj  (Kscover.  But  were  he  to  declare  his  sentiments,  he 
(eared  it  would  be  found  to  be  a  mere  ministerial  trick.  A 
forming  of  estimates,  in  the  first  instance,  that  were  never 
intended  to  be  adhered  to,  or  rather  designed  as  mere  waste 
|mper,  and  afterwards  surprize  and  drive  the  House  into  grants 
of  a  very  improper  and  burdensome  nature.  Such  being  his 
suspicions,  for  his  part,  he  said,  he  could  not  face  his  con- 
stituents without  previously  knowing  what  he  must  tell  them^ 
both  in  relation  to  further  burdenS)  and  what  was  involved  in 
such  an  enquiry,  if  compulsive  measures  were  really  in- 
tended to  be  pursued  towards  the  Americans  \  for  to  talk  of 
enforcing  the  acts  upon  a  reduced  establishment,  either  naval 
xxt  military^  was  a  sort  of  language  fit  to  be  held  only  to 
children. 

Lord  Beauchamp  said,  that  the  'noble  Lord  had  commu- 
nicated to  him,  that  morning,  hh  intentions  of  moving  some- 
thing  on  the  subject  matter  of  the  present  conversation ;  that 
lie  had  accordingly  apprised  the  noble  Lord  who  presides  at 
the  treasury  thereri^ith :  and  that  his  Lordship  had  autho- 
rised him  to  acquaint  the  House,  thai*  he  had  no  information 
whatever  to  lay  before  it ;  nor  measures  to  propose  respect- 
ing America.  He  was  therefore  of  opinion,  that  as  the  no- 
ble Lord  was  indisposed  and  absent,  it  would  be  better,  par- 
ticulariy  as  there  was  a  vcrv  thin  house,  to  suspend  all  further 
solicitude,  till  his  Lordship  should  have  an  opportunity  of 
fully  explaining  the  motives  of  his  conduct  in  person. 

Mr.  C<?f7i«;flt// endeavoured  to  appologize  for  the  mini^^er'a 
conduct.  He  insisted,  that  the  present  was  not  a  proper  time 
to  enter  into  any  discussion  relative  to  American  affairs ; 
that  the  naval  reduction^  he  presumedi  was  founded  dn  good 
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•and  substantial  reasons;  that,  however,  the  motives  which 
gave  birth  to  them  might  vary  with  the  circumstances ;  andj 
.that  when  the  question  concerning  Great  Britain  and  the  Co- 
lonies came  in  a  parliamentary  way  before  the  House,  every 
member  would  then  be  fully  at  liberty  to  deliver  his  senti-^ 
ments  and  maintain  his  opinions. 

•  Mr.  Burke  answered,  and  was  extremely  severe  on  the 
conduct  of  administration.  Among  a  variety  of  other  things, 
Kd  ccMnpared  the  House  of  Commons  to  a  dead  senseless  mass, 
which  had  neither  sense,  soul,  or  activity,  but  as  it  derived 
them  from  the  minister.  If  his  Lorship  chuses  to  tell  them 
one  day,  that  America  is  in  a  state  httle  short  of  actual  re- 
bellion, it  is  all  very  well ;  if  in  a  fefw  days  after,  he  acquaints 
them,  at  second  hand,  that  he  had  no  information  whatever  to 
authorise  such  an  assertion,  who  can  doubt  his  candour  and 
Jiis  veracity?  Both  assertions  still  remain  uncontradicted, 
and  all  must  be  silence.  A  few  days  since  it  was  indecent 
to  call  for  papers,  because  they  could  be  had  ;  to  look  for 
them  now  would  be  improper,  because  they  cannot  be  had. 
That  however  absurd  it  might  seem,  such  a  conduct  was 
nevertheless  founded  on  system ;  for  if  matters  turned  out 
well,  the  merit  would  be  imputed  to  the  minister ;  whereas 
if  they  should  be  attended  with  miscarriage'or  misfortune. 
It  is  no  more  than  applying  to  parliament  and  every  thing 
will  be  set  to  rights;  that  is,  we  despise  the  parliament, 
who  are  our  only  proper  and  constitutional  counsellors : 
but  when  we  have  blundered  and  ruined  our  affairs,  perhaps 
beyond  a  possibility  of  redress,  then  we  will  come  to  par* 
lianient — to  do  what  ? — ^to  remedy  what  is  incurable,  and 
.to  recover  what  can  neyer  be  regained.  It  is  an  old  device, 
though  methinks  not  a  very  wise  one  (says  he)  to  trust  to 
the  chapter  of  accidents.  The  book  in  which  it  is  con- 
tained, has  the  beginning  and  the  end  torn  out.  This  va- 
luable chapter  roursekyou  to  trust  to  accidents,  because  ac^p 
pdents  are  sometimes  g^oductive  of  good  fortune.  He  con- 
cluded his  observations  with  remarking,  that  ignorance  and 
folly  are  nearly  allied ;  that  to  effect  the  latter^  we  must 
be  held  in  ignorance,  and  that  by  both,  we  would  be  the  fittef 
to  receive  vigilance,  activity,  information  and  knowledge, 
whenever  the  minister  thought  proper  to  conummicate  one  or 
inspire  the  other. 

Sir  William  Mayne^  in  a  short  speech,  condemned  the  very 
extraordinary  conduct  of  those  in  power,  in  with-holding 
ffom  the  House  the  necessary  information,  or  at  least  the  best 
thejr  had}  and  laying  his  hand  on  liis  brca;st,  solemnly  pror 

tested 
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tested  he  would  never  have  voted  for  the  address  without  the 
proposed  amendment,  had  he  imagined  they  meant  to  refuse 
the  necessary  explanations^  on  which  the  speech  was  supposed 
to  be  founded. 

Mr.  Hartley  rising  to  speak  was  interrupted,  and  informed 
from  the  chair,  that  as  there  was  no  question  before  the  House 
to  debate  on,  gentlemen  could  not  be  permitted  to  proceed  in 
such  a  disorderly  manner.  However,  being  desired  to  pro-* 
ceed,  he  quoted  several  instances,  since  the  year  1 765,  both 
by  petition  and  otherwise,  wherein  the  Americans  offered  to 
contribute  towards  the  public  support,  by  way  of  requisitio2i« 
He  therefore  submitted  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House» 
whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  suspend  the  operation  of  the 
late  Ails  rdative  to  Boston,  pro  tempore^  in  order  to  see  if  the 
colonists  still  continued  to  be  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  | 
and  if  they  did,  then  to  have  requisitory  letters  under  the  great 
seal  issued,  and  direAed  to  the  several  provinces,  requiring 
them  to  contribute  in  certain  proportions  towards  the  public 
cxpence* 

Lord  Beauchampi  in  answer,  observed,  that  the  present 
was  no  more  than  a  desultory  conversation;  that  he  per« 
celved  the  honourable  gentleman  mistook  entirely  the  design 
of  the  late  afts,  for  they  were  not  direiSted  to  the  question 
of  taxation,  but  were  meant  to  apply,  as  a  particular  punish* 
ment  for  certain  outrages  and  a£ts  of  cUsobedience  com- 
mitted by  the  inhabitants  bf  Boston  alone. 

Lord  John  Cavendish^  in  reply,  that  the  present  conver- 
sation, as  originating  with  him,  was  not  immediately  con-^ 
nefted  with  the  propriety  of  the  conduft  of  Great  Britain, 
or  America,  but  was  simply  intended  to  prevent  a  deceit 
being  put  or  pra£lised  on  the  House  by  framing  ideal  esti- 
mates, which  were  afterwards,  at  a  very  improper  seasoOf 
perhaps,  meant  to  be  increased. 

Lord  Beduchamp  again,  to  remind  the  House  how  very 
irregular  it  was  to  continue  to  debate  in  this  manner;  and 
said,  that  as  the  military  estimates  were  to  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration on  Friday  the  i6tK,  when  probably  the  House 
would  be  full,  and  the  noble  Lord,  who  could  give  sati9- 
fa<^on  in  this  business,  would  be  present,  begged  that .  any 
further  consideration  of  it  might  be  deferred  till  that  day.   . 

Capt.  Luttrell  replied,  that  this  was  a  very  uncommon 
way  of  satisfying  the  House;  for,  by  this  mode  of  reasoning! 
if  the  noble  liOrd  should  not, ,  or  "Could  not  attend,  they 
must  submit,  and  go  to  the  country  without  any  information 
whatever. 

7  -  The 
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at  the  thne  it  wu  ioipabsible  to  foretell  precisely  lunr  the; 
night  answer;  bur  the  shortness  of  the  time  and  other  cir- 
cunutuicei  considered,  they  should  have  »  lair  trial  before 
they  were  reprobated ;  and  that  the  wisdom  and  p(dic^  of 
them  could  be  only  finally  known  in  the  zvent.  He  conclnd* 
ed  by  anuring  the  House,  that  he  had  information  to  lay  before 
it,  shortly  after  the  hoKdays;  and  tbat  he  would  solar  ad(^ 
his  hooouraUe  friend's  ideas  behind  lum,  [Mr.  Fuller]  as  to 
propose  to  appwint  a  committee,  for  takiag  the  a&in  ^ Aiae» 
rin  incs  consideration. 

Mr.  7*.  Towmhtnd  declined  entering  into  any  conwdgatioa 
of  the  present  state  of  America;  but  desired  to  know  fron 
the  noble  lord,  whether  tiie  present  estimates  were  meant  t» 
be  real  ones,  or  whether  uUcndcdto  be  hddout  totbe  Haam 
and  the  puUtc,  39  very  moderate;  while  they  were  to  be  led, 
unawares,  into  a  heavy  expence,  under  the  heads  of  xn  en* 
creased  luvy  debt,  services  inciHTcd,  and  not  provided  for, 
and  perhaps  a  vote  of  credit? 

Gov.  jolMstone  said,  I  think  a  true  determination  xxpoa 
this  question  can  only  be  made  after  knowing  the  plan  which 
the  gentlemen  in  administration  are  resolved  to  pursue,  witii 
respect  to  American  afl^irs.  It  is  now  clear,  that  the  pen* 
pie  of  America,  actuated  with  the  same  firm  and  1 
spirit,  and  tinctured  with  the  same  enthusiasm  1 
abled  our  ancestors  to  withstand  the  unjust  > 
crewn,  in  the  days  of  Cliarlcs  the  First,  are  A 
resist  the  high  doctrines  of  parliamentary  1 
forth  by  this  country,  which  must,  in  its  c< 
Awa  their  liberties  to  a  level  with  the  colonics  «f  I 
Spain.  If  we  are  resolved  to  adhere  to  those  'oBmama^^ 
siblc  tenets,  echoed  with  so  much  applause  a^^aor- 
liament,  and  on  the  iirst  day  of  the  preios  sewHK  aiKUf 
tMt  the  sword  can  now  decide  the  contest  fa  ^BK  o^k  M 
is  in  vain  to  suppose  that  the  peace  ouOanBec  «  -^ 
'  now  {Koposed  will  be  suificienti  fir  e^iv  vac  c^ 
'oresee,  that  our  rivals  in  Europe  ^aaK  K  ^k  y^  .'j- 
!t  such  a  scene.  Supjtosing  then,  a  wBbbk  xtrvt  ■ 
to  subdue  the  AmericaD^  tis  .xb^w  ttiji*.  i^ 
Hite  of  the  necessary  dd"  ~ 
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situation  is  very  nice.     For  my  own  part,  ho'wcver  wisely 
the  military  system  is  interwbven  into  our  constitution  in 
time  of  peace,  citizen  and  soldier  happily  intermixing  with 
each  other  in  equal  privileges,  yet,  upon  an  invasion,  or  a 
civil  war,  when  men  of  high  minds  come  to  assemble  in 
military  camps,  with  the  weapons  in  their  hands,  the  con- 
tagion of  power  will  soon  spread;  nevertheless,  we  must 
maintain   (though  with  a  watchful  eye)   a  necessary  force 
iar  defence,  in  case  of  invasion.    I  ^>eak  as  a  seaman,  con'- 
fident,  that  whenever  France  shall  find  an  enterprizing  offi- 
cer^  capable  of  conducting  such  an  attempt  with  fkiU  and 
resolution,  that  the  landing  of  an  army  in  this  country  is 
not  to  be  prevented,  by  2^1  the  ships  we  can  arm,  while 
the  elements  continue,  so  various,  and  the  distance  so  shorts 
There  are  several  methods  to  accomplish  this,  which  I  shall 
not  repeat  here,  firom  prudential  motives;  but  I  am  so  con- 
:viiiced  of  the  truth  of  my  assertion,  that  I  consider  it  as  the 
,  duty  of  every  man  in  this  country  to  be  ready  to  dispute  the 
fete  rfthis  kingdom  on  a  battle;  and  if  we  are  left  with- 
out a  necessary  strength  to  support  wavering  minds  in  such 
a  conjuncture,  while  we  are  thinking  ofdqpriving  our  fel- 
low-citizens of  their  just  and  legal  rights  in  America,  we 
may,  as  a  proper  punishment,  lose  our  own.     It  is  true, 
that,   by  the   present   vote,   we  do  not   prelude   ourselves 
£rom  an  augmentation  in  the  course  of  the  session,  in  case 
the  exigencies  of  the  state  shall  require  it,  and  so  far  I  am 
willing  to  assent  to  the  present  motion;  but,  I  beg  gentle- 
men in  administration  will,  In  the  mean  time,  draw  no  merit 
from  proposing  so  low  an  establishment,   unless  they  intend 
to  alter  their  measures;  since   it  is  undoubtedly  inadequate 
to  our  situation;  and  I  would  likewise  caution  the  landed 
interest,  not  to  plume  themselves  on  the  escape  they  have 
made,  since  it  is  equally  evident,  a  fiirther  taxation,  if  not 
included  in  the  general  vote  of  this  year,  must  be  demanded 
by  extraordinaries,  or  a  vote  of  credit,  to  rneet  them  next 
session,  under  the  multiplied  expences  of  that  mode  of  raising 
money. 

With  regard  to  the  navy,  I  confess  it  to  be  extremely 
hard,  that  the  noble  lord  should  be  attacked  in  the  last 
session  of  parliament  for  too  great  profusion,  and  blamed  in 
this  for  tlie  redujction  that  was  then  deemed  necessary:  but 
lam  not  one  of  those  who  are  captivated  with  a  simple  pro- 
position upon  .paper,  when  all  the  avenues  of  extravagance  are 

pt  open ;  while  the  situation  of  our  affairs,  from  the  worst 
dged  policy,  necessarily  leads  us  to  open  these  sluices  of  ex- 
pence. 
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pence.     It  is  therefore  in  vain  to  hold  out  oeconomical  resolu-^ 
tions  in  our  votes,  when  our  conduct  must  produce  a  contrary- 
effect.     I.  hope,  however,  that  the  sentiments  of  gentlemep^ 
on  the  subject  of  American  affairs  begin  to  alter.     I  hope^. 
they  will  npw  see  what  m<en^  uhcorrupted  by  the  luxurious 
vices  of  a  great  capital,  are  capable  of  suffering,  in  support  .of 
esseiitial  privileges;  and   that  the  flattering  expectations  of 
seeing  America  at  our  feet y  are  now  vanished. 

To  those  who  conceive  that  men  are  to  yield  their  rights 
from  oppression  and  distress,  I  would  recall  to  their  memory 
the  sufferings  of  the  late  parliament  of  Paris.  The  haughty 
mind  of  a  debauched  Minister  and  an  imperious  Chancellor 
had  induce4  the  late  King  of  France  to  violate  jdl  the  an- 
tient  and  established  privileges  of  that  august  body,  the 
only  remaining  check  against  the  despotism  of  the  nignarch; 
even  men  of  wit  and  genius  were  found  base  enough  to  vilify 
the  claims  of  the  parliament;  for  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that 
fortitude  of  mind  does  not  always  accompany  excellent  talents; 
and  that  many  men  possessing  those  rare  gifts  are  too  often 
induced  to  lend  their  ingenuity  to  the  hand. that  pays  them, 
in  support  of  the  doctrines  of  the  day.  Is  it'  possible  for 
any  of  the  people  of  America  to  undergo  greater  distress  than 
those  worthy  patriots  in  France  have  suffered?  Deprived  of 
their  office  and  subsistence,  banished  from  their  friends,  vili- 
fied by  the  court,  no  prospect  of  a  change;  yet  supported  by 
principle  and  a  good  conscience,  they  have  now  seen  their 
day  of  triumph,  and  felt  the  reward  of  virtue;  securing  to 
their  country,  by  their  perseverance,  more  essential  rights  than 
have  been  obtained  by  three  civil  wars.  After  such  conces- 
sions from  the  King  of  France,  shall  the  King  of  Great  Britaiii 
be  ashamed  to  yield  to  the  just  cries  of  two  millions  of  his  sub- 
jects! 

I  know  all  the  arguments  which  are  used  to  entangle  weak 
men  in  support  of  the  present  arbitrary  tenets.  The  subject, 
indeed,  is  complicated;  and  men  are  confounded,  more  than 
convinced.  It  is  said  that  legislation  existing  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  taxation,  which  is  a  part  of  legislation, 
must  necessjfrily  be  included.  The  various  privileges  which 
subsist  in  every  frefe  state,  are  hardly  to  be  determined  by 
any  reasoning  ii  pricre.  Such  dilemmas  occur  on  every  sub- 
ject. Can  any  position  appear  more  ridiculous  to  those  who 
maintain  the  doctrines  of  virtual  representation,  than,  that  a 
borough  should  send  two  members  to  parliament,  without 
house  or  inhabitant?     And  yet  there  are  many. who.  heat 

Vol.  I.  C  me. 
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mti  stfetlubtid  advocates  against  American  charters,  that  hold 
their  seats  in  this  House  under  such  a  curious  representation ^ 
At  the  samethtie,!  confess  the  basis  of  the  constitution  de- 
pends on  pilKerving  their  privileges  entire,  since  no  man  can 
say  how  far  the  reTorm  would  reach;  and  the'  whole  art  of 
govefnment  consists  in  preserving  to  every  one  his  established 
right*.     The  most  certain  science  we  know,  is  mathematics  v 
yet,  if  I  was  to  say  to  many  men,  that  two  lines  might  approach 
ilearer  and  nearer  to  all  eternity,  and  never  could  meet,  they 
would   think  the  assertion  ridiculous  and  absurd.      Never- 
theless, there  is  nothing  so  certain  as  the  truth  of  that  theorem^ 
*h  is  equally  true,  that  legislation  may  exist  without  the  power 
of  taxation.     The  kingdom  of  Ireland^  within  our   own   do- 
minion, is  a  proof  of  what  these  learned  gentlemen  assert  ta 
be  so  impossible.     A  wortliy  member,  in  my  eye,  being  press- 
ed with  this  argument  in  the  last  session  of  parliament,  from 
the  fairness  of  his  mind,  he  avowed,  as  his  opinion,  that  *ive 
Could  tax  Ireland,     I  remember  there  were  some  gentlemen  in 
riie  gallery  when  this  declaration  was  made,  whom  I  imme- 
diately perceived,  by  the  contortions  in  their  countenance, 
to  be  Irish  members.     Next  day  the  worthy  member  chose  to 
make  some  apology  to  his  friends.      He  said,  no   parallel 
could  be  drawn  between  Ireland  and  the  colonies;  for  Ireland 
had  2.  paraphei'nalia\2iXi6.x}[^%  satisfied  both  the  English  and 
Irish  members.    For  my  part,  I  do  not  see  what  diiiiculty 
.  tan  occur,  in  leaving  the  different  c9lon!es  on  the  same  foot- 
ing of  raising  money  by  requisition,  as  from  the  people  of 
Ireland.     If  it  is   thought   this  manner  of  raising  supplies 
iriight  throw  too  much  power  into  the  hands  of  the  crovrn, 
that  power  might  be  limited,  so  as  not  to  be  exerted,  except 
tipoh  the  address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  such  as  has 
[been  lately  adopted  respefting  the  prerogative   in  regulating 
the  coin.     I  am  still  hopeful,  that  the  tense  cord,  on  which 
t)ur  American  creed  has  been  said  and  sung,  will  be  relaxed. 
I  think  I  perceive  the  tone  of  the  noble  lord  is  not  so  loud,  or 
so  lofty,  as  bn  some  former  debates  on  this  subject.     I  hope 
it  does  not  proceed  from  want  of  health,  in  which  case,  no  man 
€Ould  feel  more  sorrow  fpr  his  lordship  than  myself,  but  I  hope 
"it-  arises  from  a  more  serious  and  deep  reflection  on  the  sub- 
ject, where  his  own  good  sense  has  had  room  to  operate,  free 
from  tho|5e  violent  associates,  who  seem  to  have  precipitated 
kis  lordship  into  such  harsh  and  cruel  measures,  contrary  to 
his  own  natural  good  temj>er.     Here,  then,  I  shall  conclude,  ?.s 
\  >et  Q^xKy  hoping,  that  generous,  just,  pacific  nieasures  will  be 
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adopted;  but  still  insisting,  that  no  man  c^  determiftc  pro- 
perly on  the  number  of  forces  to  be  employed,  until  we  know    , 
the  measures  that  are  to  be  pursued  respecting  'America. 

[//  was  Mr.  Rigbyy  master  of  the  rolls  in  Ireland^  tvha  had  de^ 
cldred^  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  had  a  right  to  tax  Ire^ 
land  in  all  cases  whatever^  as  well  as  America,^ 

Mr,  Fox  said,  it  was  proper  to  include  Ireland  in  all  the  de- 
bates upon  American  taxation,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  par- 
liamentary right  of  taxation  over  every  part  of  the  British 
dominions. 

Lord  Clare  jocularly  complimented  Mr.  Rrgby  highly  dto 
the  exceeding  popularity,  revercilce,  and  esteem  that  gentle- 
man was  held  in  by  the  whole  Irish  nation ;  that  there  was  no 
man  in  England  or  Ireland  more  loved  or  revered. 

Mr.  Rigiy  said,  he  acted  in  that  countiy  as  secretary  to  Ac 
lord  lieutenant ;  which,  on  many  accounts,  was  rather  an  in- 
vidious and  critical  station ;  that  the  sentinient's  now  alluded 
to,  he  maintained  upon  general  principles  j  that  his  opinion 
was  not  singular,  for  he  was  supported  in  it  by  a  statute,  passed 
in  the  reign  of  George  the  First ;  that  he  begged  to  be  un- 
derstood, according  to  the  obvious  construction  of  that  sta- 
tute •,  and  that,  according  to  that  sense  of  h,  he  still  conti- 
nued to  be  of  opinion,  that  the  legislature  of  Great  Britain 
had  a  right  to  make  laws  to  bind  Ireland,  and  all  the  other 
members  and  dependencies  of  the  British  empire. 

Mr,  Cruger  spoke  next.  I  rise.  Sir,  to  say  a  few  words  ofi 
this  important  subject,  with  all  the  diffidence  and  awe  which 
must  strike  the  mind,  on  a  first  attempt  to  speak  before  so 
august  an  assembly.  Had  I  remained  silent  on  this  occasion, 
I  must  have  condemned  myself  for  seeming  to  desert  a  cause 
which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  espouse.  I  cannot  biit  be  heard 
with  candour  by  Englishmen,  when  what  I  offer  is  dictated  by 
a  love  to  my  country. 

I  am  far  from .  approving  all  the  proceedings  in  America. 
Many  of  their  measures  have  been  a  dishonour  to  their  cause. 
Their  rights  might  have  been  asserted  without  violence,  and 
their  claims  stated  with  temper  as  well  as  firmness.  But  per- 
mit me  to  say.  Sir,  that  if  they  have  erred,  it  may  be  consi- 
dered as  a  failing  of  human  nature.  A  people  animated  witih 
a  love  of  liberty,  and  alarmed  with  apprehensions  of  its  being 
in  danger,  will  unavoidably  nm  into  excesses :  the  history  (tf 
mankind  declares  it  in  every  page ;  and  Britons  ought  to 
view,  with  an  eye  of  tendl?mess,  acts  of  imprudence,  to  which 
their  fellow-subjects  in  America  may  have  been  hurried  •,  not  as 
has  been  unkindly  md,  by  a  rebellious  spirit,  bu\.  \ii  ^^^  "5^?^ 
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iicrotis  spirit  of  freedom,  which  has  often  led  their  own  an- 
cestors into  indiscretions. 

Acts  of  severity  are  far  from  having  a  tendency  to  eradicate 
jealousies  :  on  the  contrary,  they  must  produce  new  fears,  and 
endanger  that  attachment  and  obedience,  which  kindness  and 
gentleness  might  have  insured. 

No  country  has  been  more  happy  in  its  colonies  than  Great 
Britain.  Connected  by  mutual  interests  (till  the  aera  of  the 
fjatal  stamp  act),  they  flourished  in  an  intercourse  of  amity, 
protection  and  obedience,  supporting  and  supported  by  each 
other.  Before  that  hated  period,  we  meet  with  no  instances 
^  of  disobedience  to  your  laws  ;  no  denial  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
parliament ;  no  marks  of  jealousy  and  discontent.  They 
"ever  loved  liberty  ;  their  zeal  for  it  is  coeval  witli  their  first 
emigration  to  America.  They  were  persecuted  for  it  in  this 
country  5  they  sought  a  sanctuary  in  the  unexplored  regions 
of  that.  They  cleared  their  inhospitable  wilds,  cultivated 
their  lands,  and  poured  the  wealth  which  they  derived  from 
agriculture  and  commerce  into  the  bosom  of  the  mother 
country. 

You  protected  them  in  their  infant  state,  and  they  return- 
ed it,  by  confining  to  you  the  benefits  of  their  trade.  You 
regulated  their  commerce  for  the  advantage  of  this  country, 
and  they  never  discovered  an  opposition,  either  to  the  autho- 
rity or  the  exercise  of  it.  Are  these  evidences  of  a  spirit  of 
'  disaffection  to  Great  Britain,  or  ingratitude  for  its  protection  ? 
Are  they  not  rather  proofs,  that  if  the  same  line  of  mild  and  , 
lenient  government  had  been  pursued,  the  same  cordiality  and 
submission  would  have  been  continued. 

Every  American,  who  loves  his  country,  must  wish  the 
prosperity  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  their  union  may  ever 
isubsist  iminterrupted.  If  the  parental  trunk  is  injured,  the 
branches  must  suffer  with  it.  A  subordination  on  the  part 
of  the  colonies  is  essential  to  this  union.  I  acknowledge.  Sir, 
that  there  must  exist  a  power  somewhere  to  superintend  and 
regulate  the  movements  of  the  whole,  for  the  attainment  and 
preservation  of  our  common  happiness  :  this  supreme  power 
can  be  justly  and  adequately  exercised  only  by  the  legislature 
of  Great  Britain.-  In  this  doctrine  the  colonies  tacitly  acqui- 
esced, and  were  happy  :  England  enjoyed  by  it  all  the  advan- 
tages of  an  exdbsive  trade. .  Why  then  strain  this  authority 
so  much,  as  to  render  a  submission  to  it  impossible,  without 
a  surrender  of  those  liberties  which  are  most  valuable  in  civil 
society,  and  were  ever  acknowledged  the  birth-right  of  Eng* 
'lishmen  ?  When  Great  Britain  derives  from  her  colonies  the 
•     •     ■  *  .  most 
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most  ample  supplies  of  wealth  by  her  commerce,  is  it  not  ab- 
surd to  close  up  those  channels,  for  the  sake  of  a  claim  of  im- 
posing taxes,  which  (though  a  young  member)  I  will  dare  to 
say,  never  have,  and  probably  never  will,  defray  the  expence 
of  collecting  them  ? 

The  expediency  of  coercive  measures  is  much  insisted  on 
by  some,  who,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  seem  to  consider  more  the 
distress  into  which  they  will  involve  the  Americans,  than  the 
benefits  they  can  procure  from  such  vindictive  conduct  to  this 
country.  Humanity,  however,  will  prompt  the  generouli 
mind  to  weep  over  severities,  though  they  may  be  even  ne- 
cessary ;  and  a  prudent  statesman  will  reflect,  that  the  colo- 
nies cannot  suffer  without  injury  to  Great  Britain.  They  are 
your  customers — ^they  consume  your  manufactures  : — by  dis- 
tressing them,  if  you  do  not  drive  them  to  foreign  markets, 
you  will  most  assuredly  disable  them  from  taking  your  com- 
n:iodities,  and  from  making  you  returns  for,  what  they  have 
taken^ 

Should  coercive  measures  reduce  them  to  an  acknowledge- 
ment of  the  equity  of  parliamentary  taxation,  what  are  the 
advantages  which  will  result  from  it  ?  Can  it  be  thought  that 
the  Americans  will  be  dragooned  into  a  conviction  of  this 
right  ?  Will  severities  increase  their  affection,  and  make  them 
more  desirous  of  a  connection  with,  and  dependence  on  Great 
Britain  ?  Is  it  not,  on  the  contrary,  reasonable  to  conclude, 
that  the  effect  will  be  an  increase  of  jealousy  and  discontent;  .' 
that  they  will  seek  all  occasions  of  evading  laws  imposed  on 
them  by  violence ;  that  they  will  be  restless  under  the  yoke, 
and  think  themselves  happy  under  an  opportunity  of  flying 
to  the  protection  of  any  other  power,  from  the  subjection  of  a 
mother,  whom  they  consider  cruel  and  vindictive  ? 

I  would  not  be  understood,  Sir,  to  deny  the  good  Inten* 
tions  of  administration.  The  abilities  of  the  minister,  it  seems, 
are  universally  acknowledged  ;  but  I  must  add,  humanum  est 
errare.  Though  an  American,  I  applaud  his  jealousy  for  the 
dignity  of  parliament,  and  think  the  impolicy  and  inexpe- 
diency of  the  late  measures  may  reasonably  be  imputed  to  the 
difficulty  of  the  occasion,  and  the  unsettled  and  undefined 
nature  of  the  dependence  of  the  colonies  on  the  mother  coun- 
try ;  and  vice  versa^  candour  must  admit  the  same  apology  for 
the  violences  and  mistakes  of  America. 

But  since  these  measiu-es  have  been  found,  by  sad  experi- 
ence, totally  inadequate ;  since  they  have  widened  the  breach, 
instead  of  closing  it ;  diminished  the  obedience  of  the  colo- 
nies, instead  of  con&ming  it ;  increased  the  turbulence  ^aasi 
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o{)^sitioxi)  instead  of  allaying  them ;  it  may  be  hoped,  that  a 
different  plan  of  conduct  may  be  pursued^  and  some  firm  and 
liberal  constitution  adopted/  by  the  wisdom  of  this  House, 
which  may  secure  the  colonists  in  their  liberties,  while  it 
maintains  the  just  supremacy  of  parliament. 

Sir.  William  Mayne  drew  a  melancholy  picture  of  the  suffer- 
ings of  the  Irish ;  said  that  all  promises  had  been  shamefully 
broken  with  them  \  that  pensions  to  the  amount  of  io,oooL 
per  annum  had  been  lately  granted  on  that  miserable,  ruined, 
and  undone  country ;  and  that  the  Castle  was  an  asylum  to 
every  needy,  servile,  cringing  ap^Jotate,  that  would  bow  the 
knee,  and  barter  every  thing  which  should  be  dear  to  him,  for 
emolument  and  court  favour. 

Lord  North  took  notice,  that  an  honourable  gentleman  [Go- 
vernor Johnstone]  had  alluded  to  something  he  had  said  on  a 
former  occasion  relative  to  Great  Britain  never  receding  or 
relaxing,  till  America  was  at  her  fiet ;  his  lordship  observed, 
that  it  was  hardly  fair  to  quote  what  a  man  had  said  seven  years 
before,  and  what  he  had  explained  on  the  spot  before  he  left 
the  House ;  this  explanation  then,  and  now  was,  he  said,  that 
6y  being  at  the  feet  of  Great  Britain,  he  meant  obedience  to 
the  motlier  country.  Such  as,  if  they  tliought  themselves 
aggrieved,  to  apply  by  petitions  and  dutiful  ranonstrances  to 
tfic  Parliament  or  the  Throne.  He  said,  he  thought  it  the 
duty  of  every  member,  as  well  in  the  House  as  out  of  it,  to  in- 
terpret what  might  fall  in  the  heat  of  debate,  or  warm  discus- 
sion, in  the  manner  it  was  explained  by  the  speaker :  that  if 
he  had  been  thus  candidly  dealt  with,  the  author  of  a  late 
pamphlet,  ^vritten  in  America,  could  never  have  asserted,  that 
he  insisted  that  Britain  should  never  recede,  till  the  laws  and 
liberties  of  America  were  at  her  feet ;  for  as  he  never  meant 
one,  so  he  ne\'er  said  the  other.  And  he  wished,  that  on  the 
present  occasion  he  should  be  understood  according  to  his  pre- 
sent explanation,  and  no  other. 

Mr.  Hartley  was  for  making  the  Americans  contribute  to  the 
general  defence  of  the  er^pire,  by  way  of  requisition,  and  read 
one  or  two  passages  in  some  American  proceedings,  to  shew 
their  willingness  to  comply  with  euch  a  measure. 

The  question  was  put  on  Lord  Barrington's  motion,  and 
a^eed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  proposed  the  three  following  resolutions^ 
which  were  agreed  to. 

Ordered,  That  the  House  be  called  over  on  Wednesday  the 
1st  of  February  next. 

That 
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That  such  members  a^  do  not  then  attend^  be  taken  Into  the 
custody  of  the  serjeant  at  arms  attending  this  House. 

And  that  the  Speaker  be  desired  to  write  circular  letters  tp 
the  several  Sheriffs  and  Stewards,  to  acquaint  the  members 
within  their  several  counties  therewith,  Mr.  Sawbridge  then 
informed  the  House,  that  on  the  above-mentioned  day  he 
would  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  shortening  the  dUr 
ration  of  parliaments. 

December  19, 
The  House  in  committee  of  ways  and  means  for  raising  a 
eupply  to  be  granted  to  His  Majesty. 

Lord  North  stated  from  a  paper  which  he  held  in  his  hand^ 
in  detail,  the  amount  of  the  grants  and  services.  He  said,  the 
former  amounted  hitherto  but  to  75,000!.  the  duty  on  malt  j 
that  the  services  to  be  incurred  were  navy  and  ordnance  for 
sea  service  830,0001.  guards,  garrisons,  &c.  627,000!.  military 
establishment  in  America,  West-Indies,  and  Africa,  386,oooL 
difference  of  pay  between  British  and  ,Irish  establishment, 
a^ool.  Staff-officers,  n,oool.  Chelsea,  122,000!.  ordnance  for 
land  service,  228,000!.  services  incurred,  and  not  provided 
for  ditto  the  present  year,  32,000!.  in  all  sunounting  to,  wit]^ 
the  fractions,  2,244,000!.  He  observed,  that  the  land-tax 
continued  at  3  s.  would  produce  1,500,000!.  which  added  tp. 
the  malt,  would  amount  to  no  more  than  2,250,000!.  matang 
a  surplus  of  6oool.  He  acquainted  the  Committee /fiutheiTf 
that  the  militia  money  and  the  general  deficiencies  amounted 
last  year  to  58o,oooL  and  would  for  the  present  be  at  least 
400,000!.  And  that  for  these  reasons  he  should  move  that 
the  land-tax  for  the  ensuing  year  be  three  shillings,  which  re» 
solution  being  read  by  the  chairman,  was  agreed  to. 

December  20. 
Report  from  the  committee  of  ways  and  means ;  on  putting 
the  question  for  agreeing  to  the  land-tax  of  three  shillings  ii| 
the  pound. 

Mr.  Hartley  lamented  the  melancholy  state  of  America  iit 
general,  and  the  deplorable  state  of  the  soldiery  and  inhabi- 
tant? of  Boston,  at  this  inclement  season  of  the  year,  by  which, 
and  the  extreme  rigoiu*  of  the  climate,  they  would  be  cut  off 
from  all  supplies  necessary  to  the  support  of  the  miserable  ii>- 
habitants,  or  the  sustenance  of  the  troops  :  he  recoounended 
therefore,  before  a  long  adjournment  took  place,,  th^t  admi« 
oistration  might  devise  some  mode  to  prevent  the  various 
mischiefs  we  bad  a  right  to  dread  from  so  alarming  g  state  of 
things. 
fifr.  Rau  Fuller  $ai4»  tb»t  we  were  t(H>  precipitate  io  our  ]a^K 
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measures,  and  that  was  the  chief  reason  why  they  miscarried  ; 
that  he  foresaw  at  the  time  they  woul  •  answer  no.  end,  but  to 
inflame,  nor  ever  would,  while  they  were  continued  to  be  di- 
rected to  the  same  end ;  on  which  account  he  would  be  much 
better  pleased  that  the  affairs  of  America,  the  necessary  infor- 
mation first  had,  were  taken  up  on  mature  deliberatiop,  and 
•discussed  with  coolness,  in  order  in  the  end  to  come  to  a  wise, 
deliberate,  and  rational  decision. 

Right  Hon.  T.  Toivnshend  sziA^  that  whatever  that  decision 
•may  be,  the 'conduct  of  administration  was  for  the  present 
extremely  reprehensible  ;  for  while  we  were  informed  from 
administration  that  America  was  almost  in  a  state  of  rebellion, 
the  land,  the  malt,  the  navy,  and  the  sunny,  were  voted  with 
as  much  ease,  and  without  a  single  syllable,  as  if  that  country 
had  been  in  a  state  of  the  most  perfect  tranquillity  and  obedi- 
"ence :  for,  concluded  he,  either  the  information  we  have  had 
is  false,  which  I  can  hardly  suppose,  or  the  estimates  on  the 
table  are  by  no  means  proportioned  to  the  objects  which  are 
recommended  from  the  throne  :  for  instance,  if  the  army  now 
in  America  be  to  be  augmented,  or  the  ships  stationed  there 
reinforced,  the  three  shillings  land-tax  now;  voted  will  cer- 
tainly be  insufficient ;  and  the  deficiencies  must  be  made  up 
without  the  knowledge  of  parliament,  by  a  vote  of  credit  to 
defray  expences  incurred  in  the  support  of  measures,  with 
which  at  present  it  is  evident  we  are  totally  unacquainted. 

Mi\  Rigby  facetiously  replied.  Would  the  Hon.  Gentle- 
man have  a  war  establishment  in  time  of  peace  ?  Would  he 
have  us  embrne  our  hands  in  the  blood  of  our  countrvmen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  .water  ?  I  dare  say  no  man  in  this  House 
is  ignorant  of  my  sentiments,  and  yet  I  should  shudder  at  the 
thought.  The  Hon,  Gentleman  complains  that  the  land,  the 
malt,  ckc.  is  voted  without  a  syllable  being  said ;  pray  whose 
fault  is  that  ?  He  would  not  have,  I  presume,  the  gentleman 
who  presented  the  navy  estimates,  rise  and  condemn  them  : 
he  would  not  desire  the  noble  Lord,  I  suppose,  who  laid  the 
army  estimates  before  you,  to  tell  the  House  that  the  number 
of  troops  to  be  employed  in  America  was  insufficient,  consi- 
dering the  state  of  that  country  •,  nor  the  noble  Lord  who 
proposed^  the  tax  of  three  shillings  in  the  pound,  to  inform 
us  in  the  same  breath  that  it  ought  to  be  four.  Who  then  is 
to  blame  ?  Those  who  were  convinced  that  the  estimates  and 
grants  were  too  low,  and  would  not  speak,  or  those  who 
thought  theift  sufficient,  and  declared  their  opinions  ?  For  my 
part,  I  do  not  think  myself  capable  of  defending  the  gentle* 
man  now  alluded  to ;  nor  have  I,  nor  do  I  pretend  to  roeak 

from 
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from  any  information  of  my  own  ;  but  as  the  establishment 
is  a  peace  establishment,  as  I  always  thought  that  the  present 
is  a  very  proper  one,  till  I  am  informed  that  a  war  establish- 
ment is  become  necessary  ;  and  as  I  voted  for  taking  off  the 
other  shilling,  I  shall  give  my  vote  that  the  land-tax  be  three 
shillings  for  die  ensuing  year.  The  other  Hon.  Gentleman 
£Mr.  Hartley]  says,  the  port  of  Boston  is  frozen  up  this  season 
of  the  year  ;  I  have  conversed  with  many  on  the  subject,  wha 
have  assured  me  of  the  contrary  :  whether  it  be,  or  be  not, 
I  cannot  see  how  our  sitting  here  on  Christmas  Day,  or  the 
whofe  holidays,  could  be  the  means  of  relieving  the  army,  or 
the  inhabitants^  or  of  preventing  the  mischiefs  he  seems  so 
much  to  dread,  .   • 

Mr.  Burke,  I  did  not  mean  to  rise  in  this  debate,  if  I  had 
not  h^ard  the  moderation  of  one  gentlemen,  [Mr.  Fuller]  and 
the  precipitation  of  another,  [Mr.  Hartley]  stated  as  if  militat- 
ing against  each  other.  Now,  sir,  I,  who  see  matters  in 
another  light  from  the  Right  Hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  floor, 
can  easily  perceive  them  to  be  exactly  correspondent.  The 
former  from  his.,  experience  of  what  has  been  already  done. 
Is  cautious  and  willing  to  avoid  repeating  our  former  blun- 
ders, or  adopting  others  of  a  similar  nature  ;  but  is  for  having  • 
matters  coolly  considered,  fully  investigated,  and  wisely  and 
effectually  determined;  the  latter  aiming  at  the  same  point, 
considering  the  circumstances  in  the  most  urgent  and  pressing 
light,  is  more  eager  to  arrive  at  the  completion  of  his  wishes, 
not  perhaps  contemplating  or  foreseeing  the  obstructions  that 
may  retard  him  in  his  progress.  The  Right  Hon.  Gentleman's 
confessed  ignorance  of  what  is  proper  to  be  done,  or  the  mea^ 
jsures  his  friends  niean  to.  adopt,  I  am  extremely  ready  to  be- 
lieve ',  and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  but  their  present  know- 
ledge and  foresight  were  nearly  on  a  par.  He  certainly 
mistakes  the  matter,  if  he  supposes  that  we  at  this  side  of  the 
house  wish  for  a  war  establishment  in  time  of  peace  :  No, 
sir,  what  we  object  to  is,  that  a  speech  which  breathed  nothing 
but  war,  and  accompanied  with  the  motives  of  such  a  decla- 
ration, should,  without  any  cause  whatever  assigned,  at  once 
sink  into  a  tranquil  silence  5  a  peace  establishment  formed  on 
the  lowest  scale.  I  am  not  now  contending  what  the  esta- 
blishment ought  to  be;  but  I  contend,  that  that  already  voted 
by  no  means  corresponds  with  the  intimations  given  to  this 
House  by  authority.  I  know  that  a  heavy  peace  establishment 
as  ruinous  and  destructive  to  any  country  where  it  is  kept  up. 
I  remember  very  well  too,  that  I,  among  others  on  these 
benchesi  have  been  long  dinning  that  in  the  ears  of  the  min 
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1  remember  likewise,  that  for  so  doing  we  were  called  factiousr 
und  discontented.     And  I  am  now  happy  in  the  flattering  idea, 
that  £u:tious  and  discontented  as  we  are,  we  happened  for 
once  to  be  right ;  for  the  great  man  who  condutts  the  public 
Siffiiirs  of  this  country,  hath  given  ample  testiipony  to  our 
wisdom,  by  adopting  what  he  and  his  friends  for  three  suc- 
cessive sessions  charitably  imputed  to  ignorance  or  disappointed 
ambition.     Nor  am  I  less  happy  in  another  instance  of  the 
same  kind.     The  noble  Lord  below  me  on  the  floor  [Lord 
Beauchamp]  being  requested  to  know  from  the  minister,  if  he 
had' any  information  to  lay  before  us,  or  measures  to  propose, 
came  posting  to  the  House  with  the  halcyon  tidings,  that  all 
was  peace  and  tranquillity ;  and  that  he  had  none.     Here 
again  the  same  factious  spirit  obtruded,  and  broke  the  calm 
enjoyments  which  might  be  derived  from  such  a  happy  state 
of  things ;  for  some  of  us,  who  are  never  to  be  satisfied,  re- 
lapsed into  our  former  tiu*bulence  and  discontent.     What  was 
the  consequence  ?  Why,  it  seems  turbulence  and  discontent 
once  more  had  reason  on  their  side,  and  the  minister  came  for- 
ward and  assured  us  himself,  that  he  had  information  to  lay 
before  the  House,  and  measures  to  propose.    I  cannot  sit  down 
without  saying  a  word  or  two  on  the  solicitude  the  honourable 
member  on  my  left  hand  [Mr.  Hartley]  has  expressed  for  the 
situation  of  General  Gage,  and  the  troops  under  his  command. 
It  is,  I  confess,  most  humiliating  and  mortifying ;  and  it  is 
diflicult  to  say,  whether  those  who  have  put  them  into  it  deserve 
most  our  compassion  or  our  ridicule.  It  is,  indeed,  an  absurdity 
without  parallel;  a  warlike  parliament,  and  a  patient  forbear- 
ing general.     I  would  not  be  understood  to  reflect  on  the 
gentleman,  who  I  understand  is  a  very  worthy,  intelligent, 
deserving  man  5  no,  Sir,  it  is  those  who  have  sent  him  on  such. 
an  errand  that  are  to  blame.     The  order  of  things  is  reversed 
in  this  new  system.     The  rule  of  government  now  is  to  de- 
termine hastily,  violently,  and  without  consideration,  and  exe- 
cute indecisively,  or  rather  not  execute  at  all.     And  have  not 
the  consequences  exactly  corresponded  with  such  a  mode  oif 
proceeding?   They  have   been   measures  not  practicable   in 
theniselves  in  any  event,  nor  has  one  step  been  taken  to  put 
them  into  execution.     The  account  we  have  is,  that  the  ge- 
neral is  besieging  and  besieged  •,  that  he  had  cannon  sent  to 
him,  but  they  were  stolen  •,  that  he  himself  has  made  reprisals 
of  a  similar  nature  on  the  enemy ;  and  that  his  straw  has  been 
burnt,  and  his  brick  and  mortar  destroyed.     It  is  painftil  to 
dwell  on  such  monstrous  absurd  circumstances,  which  can 
be  only  a  subject  of  ridicule,  if  it  did  not  lesd  to  cmisequencet 
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of  a  very  serious  and  alarming  nature.  In  fine,  Sir,  ycyqr 
army  is  turned  out  to  be  a  mere  army  of  observation ;  and  is 
of  no  other  use  but  as  an  afylum  for  magistrates  of  your  own 
creating. 

Sir  William  Meredith  rose,  and  after  animadverting  on  the 
last  speaker's  being  so  eager  to  push  things  to  extremities, 
which  must  end  in  a  scene  of  bloodshed,  imputed  all  the  present 
troubles  to  x  the  declaratory  act  asserting  the  supremacy  of 
Great  Britain,  at  the  time  of  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  act.  He 
contended  that  the  general  had  answered  every  purpose  foii 
which  he  Was  sent.  The  troops,  he  said,  were  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  magistrates,  the  protection  of  the  property  and 
trade  of  the  merchants,  and  the  enforcing  of  the  acts,  all  which 
had  been  fully  accomplished ;  for  the  persons  of  the  magisw 
trates  were  safe,  no  injury  had  been  done  to  any  property  since 
their  arrival,  and  the  port  was  now  blocked  up. 

Mr.  Burie  arose,  and  complimented  Sir  William  on  his  great 
wisdom,  and  the  sagacity  of  administration,  in  discoursing  of 
which,  if  they  had  applied  to  him,  he  could  have  long  since- 
informed  them.  He  once  more  returned  to  the  asylum  for 
magistrates.  He  said  he  had  often  heard  of  such  places  for 
thieves,  rogues,  robbers,  and  female  orphans;  but  it  was' the 
first  time  he  ever  heard  of  any  asylum  for  magistrates.  As  to 
the  protection  of  trade,  in  a  place  where  all  sort  of  trade  or 
commerce  was  prohibited,  the  task  was  a  glorious,  but  not  a 
difficult  one.  And  as  to  the  blocking  up  an  harbour,  it  might 
be  very  true,  but  to  him  this  mode  of  blockade  seemed  rather 
hovel.  Such  an  expression,  it  is  certain,  says  he,  might  come 
with  great  propriety  from  me ;  but  I  must  confess  I  never  heard 
such  a  bull  in  my  own  country.  At  the  entrance  of  Dublin 
harbour  there  is  a  north  and  south  bull,  but  even  there  or  else- 
where, such  a  bull  as  this  I  never  heard. 

Mr.  Cornwall  rose  with  some  warmth.  He  observed,  that 
there  was  no  question  now  before  the  committee,  respecting 
America;  that  it  was  extremely  irregular,  improper,  and 
unfair,  to  introduce  a  discourse  of  this  kind,  just  at  the  evQ 
of  an  adjournment,  in  such  a  disorderly,  unparliamentary 
manner  \,  that  he  suspected  it  was  done  on  purpose  to  em- 
barrass administration,  by  conveying  to  the  people,  through 
the  medium  of  the  public  papers,  that  administration  were 
silent,  and  would  not,  or  were  not  able,  to  answer;  that 
the  efiect  of  such  a  conduct  might  be  of  a  very  bad  tendency, 
considering  the  very  various  and  contradictory  opiniohs  en.* 
tertained  at  almost  every  side  of  the  House ;  that  pressing  for 
an  incTjeased  establishment^  though  it  shouhi  be  necessary^^  if 
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complied  with  at  this  time,  would  be  extremely  imprudent, 
as  it  would  spread  an  alarm  among  the  merchants,  on  account 
of  tfaeir  property ;  because,  from  the  instant  such  a  measure 
was  determined  on,  all  remittances j^^  or  perhaps  commercia) 
intercourse,  might  possibly  cease,  which,  if  it  should  happen, 
might  be  productive  of  the  most  fatal  and  dreadful  effects ; 
and  concluded  by  asserting,  that  the  measures  now  fported 
with,  would  stand  the  test ;  and  that,  from  any  thing  which 
had  hitherto  happened,  there  was  not  the  most  distant  reason 
tfbr  OHidenming  them. 

Mr.  Timmshend  and  Mn  Hartley  justified  themselves  as  being 
within  order. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  House  agreed  with  the  com- 
mittee in  the  resolution  of  a  three  shiUings  land  tax  for  1775. 

December  22. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  introduce  a  petition  complaining  of 
'Sn  undue  election,  for  Cullen,  Elgin,  &:c.  but  it  having  been 
moved  the  day  after  the  expiration  of  the  standing  order,  the 
House  did  not  chuseto  receive  it. 

Adjourned  to  the  19th  of  January,  1775^ 
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January  19,  1775. 

The  House  met. 

Lord  North  presented  the  House,  by  his  Majesty's  con> 
mand,  a  number  of  papers,  relating  to  the  affairs  of  America^ 
consisting  principally  of  letters  between  the  ministers  and  the 
governors  of  the  provinces  in  America.  The  clerk  having  read 
the  titles,  Mr.  Burke  observed,  there  were  no  letters  firom  Ma* 
ryland,  and  desired  the  noWe  lord  would  inform  the  house 
whether  any  letters  from  Maryland  had  been  received;  oar 
whether  they  were  kept  back  for  pditicai  reasons;  and  whe- 
ther these  papers  contained  all  the  intelligence  the  ministers 
had  received  from  America. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  he  had  brought  the  jmpers,  hvi 
had  not  examined  them ;  neither  did  he  know  whether  there 
were  any  letters  from  Maryland  or  not ;  that  if  there  were 
any,  they  should  be.  laid  berore  the  House.  As  to  the  papers 
containing  all  the  intelligence  from  America,  he  would  not 
undertake  to  say  they-  did,  as  those  he  had  brought  were  ex- 
trafts,  containing  only  the  facts  in  the  original  letters  5  that 
the  authors  opinions  were  not  mentioned,  it  having  been  fre- 
quently found,  that  the  private  opinions  of  people  in  office 
Ijeing  made  public,  had  been  attended  wititi  bad  consequences, 
therefore  his  Majesty's  servants  had  determined,  for  the  future, 
never  to  mention  the  private  opinion  of  any  person.. 

'  Mr.  Burke  said,  that  in  some  cases  it  might  be  proper  to 
ke«p  secret  the  private  opinion  of  a  person ;  yet,  in  so  criti- 
cal and  alarming  affair  as  that  of  the  Americans,  the  opinion 
of  a  man  in  power,  on  the  spot,  must  be  of  great  service ;  he 
therefore  was  of  opinion,  that  the  whole  of  the  information 
received  from  America  ought  to  be  laid  before  the  House,  and 
not  extrafts  of  particular  letters,  such  as  suited  the  minister's 
purpose. 

Lord  North  moved.  That  the  said  papers  be  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  on  the  26th. 


Extract  of' a  Letter  from  the  jB/ir/^^  Dartmouth  to  the  Honourable 
Govavnor  Gage.    Z)/j/^rf  Whitehall,  i^h  April  1774. 

I 

THE  King  having  thought  fit  that  you  diould  return  im- 
mediately  to  your  command  in  North  America,  and  that  you 

ihould  proceed  directly  to  Boston,  on  board  his  Majesty's  ^ip 
lively,  now  lying  at  Plymouth,  ready  fo  sail  with  the  first 
fair  wind  \  I  send  you  herewith,  by  his  Majesty's  ccamnand«  a 
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commisstoii  under  the  great  seal,  appointing  you  Captain  Ge- 
neral and  Governor  in  chief  of  his  Majesty's  province  of 
Massachosset's  Bay,  together  with  such  instructions  as  have 
been  asctally  given  to  governors  of  that  province,  for  their 
gnidanoe  in  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  and  more  permanent 
powers  and  authoritses  incident  to  that  command. 

What  is  further  necessary  for  your  direction  in  the  present 
state  of  disorder  and  commotion  \rrthin  that  province,  and  for 
enabling  you  to  carry  into  execution  the  measures  that  have 
been,  and  probably  will  be  adopted,  for  reducing  it  to  a  state 
cf  obedience  to  lawful  authority,  is  of  a  more  delicate  and 
important  nature,  and  requires  more  precise  and  particular 
instructions. 

With  this  letter  you  will  receive  an  act  of  parliament  passed 
in  the  present  session,  for  discontinuing  the  loading  and  uiw 
loading  of  goods  and  merchandize  at  the  town  and  within  the 
harbom-  of  Boston ;  and  also  a  minute  of  the  treasury-^board, 
containing  the  substance  of  such  instructions  as  their  lordships 
have  thought  fit  to  give  to  their  officers  in  consequence  thcr^» 
€^y  Slid  it  is  the  Kmg's  command,  that  you  do  give  them  all 
proper  aod  necessary  assistance  and  support  in  the  execution 
thereof. 

To  this  end  it  will  be  expedient  that  you  do,  immediately 
upon  your  arrival,  and  so  soon  as  your  commission  has  been 
read  and  published,  in  the  usual  form,  appoint  a  meeting  cither 
at  the  tovniy  or  within  the  castle  (as  circumstances  shall  point 
out)  with  the  commander  in  chief  of  his  Majesty's  ships,  the 
lieutenant  governor,  the  commissioners  of  the  customs,  the 
chief  justice,  and  the  secretary  of  the  province,  in  order  to 
consider  what  steps  it  may  be  proper  to  take,  for  carrying  the 
act  into  execution,  and  for  inforcing,  if  necessary,  a  due  obe- , 
dience  thereto ;  and,  if  Mr.  Hutchinson  should  not  be  come 
away,  in  consequence  of  the  leave  he  has  obtained  for  that 
purpose,  his  advice  and  assistance,  in  this  case,  as  well  as  in 
the  execution  of  every  other  part  of  your  instructions,  will 
be  of  vary  great  use  and  advantage  to  you. 

His  Majesty  trusts,  that  no  opposition  will,  or  can,  with  any 
effect,  be  made  to  the  carrying  the  law  into  execution,  nor 
any  violence  or  insult  ofiered  to  those  to  whoin  the  execution 
of  it  is  entrusted :  should  it  happen  otherwise,  your  authority, 
as  the  first  magistrate,  combined  with  your  command  over  the 
King's  troops,  will,  it  is  hoped,  enable  you  to  meet  every  op^ 
position,  and  fiilly  to  preserve  the  public  peace,  by  employing 
those  troops  with  effect,  should  the  madness  of  the  people  on 
the  one  handy  or  the  timidity  or  want .  o£  strength  of  the 

peace 
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peace  officers  on  the  other  hand,  make  it  necessary  to  have 
recourse  to  their  assistance.  The  King  trusts,  however,  that 
such  necessity  will  not  occur,  and  commands  me  to  say,  that 
it  will  be  yoiu"  duty  to  use  every  endeavour  to  avoid  it ;  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  people,  to  remove  their  prejudices, 
and,  by  mild  and  gentle  persuasion,  to  induce  such  a  submis- 
sion on  their  part  to  this  law,  and  such  a  proper  compliance 
with  the  just  requisitions  it  contains,  as  may  give  full  scope  to 
his  Majesty's  clemency,  and  enable  his  Majesty  to  exercise  the 
discretionary  power  given  him  by  the  act,  of  again  restoring 
to  tlie  town  of  Boston,  these  commercial  privileges  and  advan-^ 
tages  which  it  hath  so  long  enjoyed,  and  which  have  raised  it 
to  its  present  state  of  opulence  and  importance. 

At  the  same  time  the  sovereignty  of  the  King,  in  this  par- 
liament, over  the  colonies,  requires  a  full  and  absolute  submis- 
sion, and  his  Majesty's  dignity  demands,  that  until  that  sub- 
mission be  made,  the  town  of  Boston,  where  so  much  anarchy 
and  confusion  have  prevailed,  should  cease  to  be  the  place  of 
the  residence  of  his  governor,  or  of  any  other  officer  of  go- 
vernment, who  is  not  obliged,  by  law,  to  perform  his  functions 
there.  It  is  therefore  his  Majesty's  further  pleasure,  that  so 
soon  as  the  law  for  discontinuing  the  port  shall  have  taken 
place,  and  every  step  has  been  pursued  that  is  necessary  to 
insure  the  execution  of  it,  you  do  make  the  town  of  Salem 
the  place  of  your  residence,  that  you  do  require  all  officers 
(not  included  in  the  above  exception)  to  attend  you  there;  and 
that  the  general  court,  and  all  other  courts  and  offices  which 
are  not  by  law  fixed  at  Boston,  be  appointed  and  held  at  Sa- 
lem, until  his  Majesty,  satisfied,  on  your  representation,  that 
the  laws  of  this  kingdom  will  be  duly  observed,  and  govern- 
ment be  again  administered  at  the  town  of  Boston  without 
opposition,  shall  have  signified  his  royal  will  and  pleasure  for 
the  return  of  his  governor  to,  and  for  holding  the  general 
court  at  that  town. 

The  proceedings  of  the  body  of  the  people  at  the  town  of 
Boston,  in  the" months  of  November  ^nd  December  last,  were 
of  such  a  nature  and  criminality,  as  to  have  fixt  a  deep  degree 
of  guilt  upon  those  who  were  the  principsd  ringleaders  and 
abettors  of  those  proceedings,  and  the  measures  proper  to  be 
taken  for  inducing  the  punishment  of  such  guilt,  become  a 
very  necessary  part  of  the  present  consideration,  relative  to 
the  state  of  the  province  of  Massachuset's  Bay. 

The  King  considers  the  punishment  of  these  offenders  as  a 
Very  necessary  and  essential  example  to  others,  of  the  ill  con- 
icqueiices  tlsUxmust  follow  from  such  open  and  arbitrary  usuar** 
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pations  as  tend  to  the  subversion  of  all  government,  and  the 
rendering  civil  liberty  unsafe  and  precarious ;  and  his  Majesty's 
subje£b  in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  general,  can- 
not give  a  better  test  of  their  love  of  justice,  and  respect  for 
the  constitution,  than  in  their  zealous  endeavours  to  render 
effectual  a  due  prosecution  of  such  offenders. 

If,  however,  the  prejudices  of  the  people  should  appear  to 
you  to  be  such  as  would  in  all  probability  prevent  a  conviction^ 
however  clear  and  full  the  evidence  might  be,  in  that  case  it' 
would  be  better  to  desist  from  prosecution,  seeing  that  an  inef- 
fectual attempt  would  only  be  triumph  to  the  faction,  and  dis- 
graceful to  government* 

The  foregoing  is  all  that  I  have  at  present  in  conmiand  from* 
the  King  to  say  to  you.  I  need  not  suggest  to  you  the  very 
great  advantage  that  will  result  from  your  obtaining  a  just  and 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  characters,  inclinations,  and  tempers 
of  the  principal  people  in  the  colony ;  such  information  must> 
of  necessity,  be  of  great  benefit,  and  your  own  discretion  will 
point  out  to  you  the  use  that  is  to  be  made  of  it. 

The :  last  advices  from  Boston  are  of  a  nature  to  leave  but 
Kttle  room  to  hope  that  order  and  obedience  are  soon  likely  to 
take  placfe  of  anarchy  and  usurpation ;  his  Majesty  however 
ccHiitdes  in  your  fortitude  and  discretion,  and  doubts  not  that 
all  other  officers,  dvil  and  military,  animated  by  your  example, 
will  exert  themselves  in  such  a  mapner,  in  support  of  the  con- 
^itution,  and  for  enforcing  obedience  to  the  laws,  as  will  re- 
cdmmetid  ithem  to  his  Majesty's  royal  grace  and  favour. 

*  . 

■  Got^  of  a  Minute  of  the.  Treasury  Board. 

,  ,,    Whitekall  Treasury  Chambers^  3lstiWarry&,  1774- 

...'/.   ;.,:'-.  -.  Present,      ". 

.,    .Xori'N'oTRH,.JIvTr;T6WN3HEND,  LordBEAUCHAMP, 

.        ,  \  Mr.  Cornwali^ 

'  -MY  'I6fd3  take  iitto  consideration  an  act  to  discontinue,  in 
such  manner,  and  for  such  time  as^  are  therein  mentioned,  the 
landing  and  disdiargingj  lading  and  shipping  of  goods,  wares 
afhd  merchandiaei  at  the  town  arid  within  the  harbour  of  Bos- 
ton, in  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  North  America  y 
Jttid  being  desirous  that  the  provisions  of,  the  said  act  should 
be  carried  into  execution  with  all  possible  vigilance,  dispatch 
and  circumspection,  as  far  as  the  same  relate  to  the  officers  o£ 
his  Majesty's  customs  established  in  the  same  town  and  pro* 
vince,  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said  act  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  customs  in  America,  and  direct  them  forthwith  to  take: 

sttclx 
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ttxcK  steps  as  they  shall  &id  necessaiy  for  the  removal  of  theup 
board  fironi  the  ssdd  town  of  Boston  to  the  town  of  Salem^  in 
the  said  province  of  Massachusetts  ^y,  and  that  as  soon  as 
proper  offices  can  be  prepared  for  their  reception  and  acconi- 
modation. 

Direct  them,  together  with  all  the  officers  belonging  to  their 
board,  to  repair  to  the  said  town  of  Salem,  and  there  to  exe- 
cute the  duties  and  functions  of  their  conunission,  until  they 
shall  receive  further  orders,  respecting  the  future  residence  and 
establishment  of  their  board. 

Direct  them,  at  the  iame  time,  to  give  orders  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  collector,  comptroller,  surveyor,  and  such  other 
officers  of  the  poit  of  Boston  as  they  shall  judge  nec^sary,  to 
the  town  of  Plymouth,  or  to  the  island  of  Nantricket,  or  to 
such  other  town  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  said  port,  as 
shall  appear  to  them  most  proper  and  most  convenient  for  the 
t^ade  of  his  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  let  the  said  collector,  and 
other  officers,  be  ordered  to  establish  themselves  in  the  srad 
town  of  Plymouth,  or  such  other  town  or  place  as  the  com- 
missioners shall  appoint,  within  the  limits  of  the  said  port  of 
Boston,  and  there  to  proceed  and  carry  onj  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, the  business  of  their  several  departments  in  the  coilectioo 
and  management  of  Ins  Majesty's  customs^  and  in  the  execu« 
tion  of  the  laws  of  trade. 

And  in  as  much  as  it  may  he;  reasonably  expected,  that  the 
trade  within  the  port  of  Salem  and  Marbidiead  will  be  consi- 
derably increased  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  act  of 
parliament,  and  may  require  an  additional  number  of  officers 
to  be  stationed  at  those  places  to  transact  the  bu^ness  of  the 
customs. 

Direct  the  commissioners  to  take  with  them  to  Salem  such 
of  the  tidesmen  and  incidental  officers,  now  employed  at  Bos* 
ton,  as  they  shall  think  the  service  at  Salem  and  Marblehead 
may  demand;  and  recommend  to,  their  particular  care  and  at** 
tention,  that  clause  of  the  said  act  which  relates  to  vessels  caxw 
rying  coastwise,  under  the  restrictions  therein  mention^ 
fuel  and  victual  for  the  necessary  use  and  sustenance  of  the 
people  of  the  town  of  Boston ;  and  dnrect  them  to  give  e3c- 
press  orders  to  the  proper  officers,  to  be  vigilant  and  alert  in 
visiting  and  searching  all  such  vessels  laden  with  fuel  and  pro* 
visions,  as  aforesaid,  which  shall  enter  the  harbour  of  Marble* 
head,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaiiling  a  transire,  or  let  pass,  pur* 
suant  to  the  said  act  of  parlian:ient ;  and,  in  case  it  shall  ap» 
pear  to  the  officers  employed  o^  that  service,  by  information, 
or  by  any  probable  cause  of  suspicion,  that  there  are  concealed 

Vol.  L  D  ^^ 
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on  faosrd  any  sm3x  TesseW  anjr  gocdbu  ^r^jm,  w  c»erciK«idi9% 
other  than  suck  fuel  op  victual)  th^t  iHcn,  and  m  eveiy  audb 
case,  such  officers  should  be  directed  to  oblige  the  saafeter,  or 
commander,  of  such,  yessel  so  infcHrmed  against,  or  suspected^r 
to  unlade  his  cargo  before  he  obtains  such  transire  OJ^  let  pa83» 
in  order  to  proceed  to.  the  town  of  Boston. 

Let  the  commissioners  take  care,  that,  after  the  first  day  of 
June,  1774^  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  said  act,  na 
officers,  of  the  customs  whatsoever  be  suffered  to  reside  withui 
the  town  or  harbour  of  Boston. 

« 

In  consideration  of  the  losses  which  the  collector,  comp^ 
troUer,  and  other  officers  upon  the  establishment,  within  the 
said  port  of  Boston^  must  inevitably  sufier  by  the  diminution 
of  the  flees  and  perqubites  of  the  respective  offices^  during^ 
the  continuance  of  the  said  act^ 

My  lorda  dkect  the  commissioners  to  report  to  their  lord* 
ships^  a&  soon  as  they  can  fonn  any  opinion  of  the  matter^ 
Iiow  mvdk  it  mof  be  reasonable  to  allov  to  such  officers  re- 
qpectivdy,  as  a.  con^>ensation  for  such  their  losses.  Direct 
them,  frofflk  tune  to  \imi^  by  every  opportunity,  to  inform  my 
knrd&of  tbc  seiecal, stepe^  they  shall  have  takoa  in.  the.execu- 
tioii  of  the  said  act^  and  of  their  lordships  orders. 

•  Acqpaitt  dieeai  Aat  tfa^^  and  aU  the  officers  under  their 
authority,  B»y  depend  on  being  suj^Kirted  and  protected  in 
dbe  execution  of  Ac  duties  of  tfieir  respective  offices. 

JEnfotsn  tibcm,  that  the  k>rck  commissioners  of  the  admi« 
Bilty  fajBiW'  dispatched  orders  to  the  admiral,  comtmanders;  and 
oommissiflpaed  officersof  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  on  that 
statioOf.tO' va&  the  utmost  vigilance  and  activity  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  several  provisions  of  the  said  act  of  parliament  i 
and  in.  case"  any  of  the  officers  in  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships, 
or  sioopS;  ciCiRaiv  shall  see  occasion  to  require  any  officer,  or 
otfficers  oTdie  custcmn^  to  be  pot  on  board  any  of  the  vessels 
nnder  thdr  eommands  direct  the  commissioners  to  take  caro 
fixab  aU  sock  requisitions  he  duly  complied  with. 

TrsuMorit  a  copy  of  this  minute  to  Mr;  Stephens,  for  the 
sifoniBadoi&of  die  kirds  of  the.  admiralty,  and  to^Mr.  Pownal^ 
ibr  tfaeinlbnaationof  dheearl  of  Dactmouth.. 

J  i 

Epstraetiojp a, Letter  JfWH  tie HmottraiU  Govermr  Gage^  tie 
Sard  o^Dartmoutlv  dated  Boston,  i^th  May^  t774* 

[^Received  Tid  June.] 

*  HIS Msyesty's  shipdbe  Livdy,.in  whichi embarkedratPlpi*^ 
mouth  on  the  t(kh  of  April,  arrived  here  on:  the  irjth  of  tine 
month.    The  lategoveruor  Htitrhmson>  liie.chtef  jusdce^  the 

commisaiQOcars 
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commissioners  of  the  customs,  and  the  consignees,  were  either 
at  the  castle,  or  dispersed  in  the  coimtry,  not  daring  to  reside 
in  Boston  :  I  went  to  Mr.  Hutchinson,  and  remained  with  him 
at  Castle  William  till  preparations  were  made  for  my  reception 
in  Boston,  where  my  commission  was  read  and  published,  in 
'the  usual  forms,  on  the  1 7th  instant. 

The  act  for  shutting  up  the  port  got  here  before  me ;  and 
a  town  meeting  was  holding  to  consider  of  it,  at  the  time  of 
mv  arrival  in  the  harbour.  They  determined  to  invite  the 
otner  colonies  to  stop  all  exports  and  imports  to  and  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  every  part  of  the  West  Indies, 
till  the  act  be  repealed,  and  appointed  persons  to  go  to  Mar- 
blehead  and  Salem  to  communicate  their  sentiments  to  the 
p>eople  there,  and  bring  them  into  like  measures ;  which  per- 
sons were  to  make  their  report  at  the  adjournment,  on  the 
1 8th,  when  the  meeting  was  again  held,  and,  I  atn  told,  re- 
ceived little  encouragement  from  Salem  and  Marblehead,  and 
transacted  nothing  of  consequence. 

I  do  not  propose  laying  any  thing  before  the  new  assembly 
at  their  meeting,  except  the  common  business  of  the  pro-  . 
vince,  if  any  occurs.  I  hear  from  many,  that  the  act  has  sti^- 
gered  the  most  presumptuous ;  but.  minds  so  infiained  cannot 
corf  at  once ;  so  it  may  be  better  to  give  the  shock  they  have 
received,  time  to  operate,  and  I  may  find  the  assembly  in  a 
better  temper  than  usual,  and  more  inclined  to  comply  with 
the  King'4  expectations  aC  Salem,  to  which  place  they  will  be 
removed  after  the  first  of  June. 

Extraci  rf  a  Letter  fnrn  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  tie 
EarlofDdTimovidtydated  Boston,  3 1st  May,  1 774. 

I  WISH  I  had  met  with  a  ready  disposition  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament,  instead  of  a  resolution  to 
ask  assistance  from  the  other  colonies ;  but  I  don^t  find  there 
is  any  inclination  in  the  rest  to  shut  up  their  ports,  which  was 
not  to  be  expected,  considering  what  they  before  sufiered  firom 
their  non-impdrtatiori  agreemems.  If  thjey  intend,  or  not,  to 
take  any  resolutions  in  behalf  of  Boston,  farther  than  giving 
good  words,  is  not  known  here. 

The  violent  party  seems  to  break,  and  people  fall  oflFfrom 
them,  but  no  means  are  yet  adopted  to  comply  with  the  act* 
The  assembly  has  shewn  no  disposition  to  begin  upon  it,  but 
i^ere  hmrying 'the  business  of  supplies  through  their  house, 
to  throw  it  off  themselves,  and  to  avoid  meeting  at  Salem,  by 
adjourning  themselves  when  the  supplies  had  passed  tktLvt 
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Jiottse;  but  r€;cciving  intelligence  of  their  designs^  I  adjourned 
them  on  a  sudden  to  the  7th  of  June,  and  then  to  meet  at 
Salem. 

•  They  as  yet  have  only  presented  me  with  a  petition  to  pro- 
claim a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer ;  but  as  they  have  lately 
had  a  day  of  the  kind^  according  to  custom,  and  as  I  saw  no 
cause  for  an  extraordinary  day  of  humiliation,  I  have  judged 
tt  best  not  to  comply, 

I  had  a  meeting  with  the  late  governor,  the  admiral,  and 
commissioners  of  the  customs,  on  the  subject  of  putting  the 
act  in  force,  in  which,  after  putting  some  questions  to  the  at- 
torney general,  the  chief  justice  being  absent,  they  appeared  to 
agree  in  the  manner  of  it.  The  officers  of  the  customs  remove 
to-morrow,  when  I  also  propose  to  leave  Boston,  and  the  ad-  • 
•shiralh^  stationed  his  ships. 

No  design  has  appeared  of  opposing  the  execution  of  the 
act^  m>r  do  I  see  any  possibility  of  doing  it  with  effect  ^ 
but  many  are  impatient  for  the  arrival  of  the  troops  ;  and  I 
am  told  that  people  will  then  speak  and  act  openly,  which 
they  now  dare  not  do*  General  Haldimand  took  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  v^ssd  in  the  service,  to  send  a  detachment  ofsixty 
artillerists  and  eight  pieces  of  ordnance  from  New  York  to 
:  Castle  WiUuyxH  much  I  propose  to  encamp  with  the  troops. 

Extraa^M  Letter  fi^  the  Earl  (fT^  to  the  Honour^ . 

*:'       ^liteGciventor  Gagej  i£t#^^  Whitehall,  31/  June,  1774. 

'  SINCE  you  h&  Eiiglafid,  the  parliament  has  made  very 
;  conskleraUe  .progress  jn;^  die.  American  business,  and  I  send 
yo^  hemwalii,  j^jthe  jSLk^'s^iommand,  two  acts,  to  which  his 
M^gesty.ga^  the:i^yal  assent  a  few  days  ago. 
\  llhewacls  jtlqse  1^ie^;f(Hisideration  of  what  relates  to  the 
state  of  your  governn^^nt^  and  it  is  hoped  that  they  will  have 
the  good  effect  to  give  »yigour  and  activhy  to  civil  authority; 
to  prevent  thcw^  unvs^arrantable  assemblings  of  the  people,  for 
factious  purp09(e$j  which  have  been  the  soiu-ce  of  so  much 
misdudfi  and  to^  secure -an.- impsurtial  administration  of  justice 
in  all  cases  where  the  authority^  of  this  kingdom  may  be  in 
question. 

The  act  for  the  belter  regulation  of  the  government  of  the 

province  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  provides,  that  from  the  ist  of 

August  next,  all  elections  of  the  council  under  the  authority 

of  the  charter,  shall  be  void,  and  that,  for  the  future,  the 

^council  shall  be  appointed  by  die  King. 

In  consequence  of  that  provision,  ms  Msyesty  has,  with  the 

advice 
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advice  of  his  privy  council,  nominated  thirty-six  persons,  qua- 
lified as  the  act  directs,  to  be  the  council  of"  Massachusetts  Bay, 
from  and  after  the  time  Ihnitted  for  the  continuance  of  the 
present  council ;  and  inclosed  herewith  I  send  you  his  Msi- 
jesty's  additional  instruction,  under  the  siga  manual,  authoris* 
ing  and  requiring  you  to  assemble  the  said  council,  and  con- 
taining such  further  directions  as  are  thought  necessary  and 
incident  to  this  new  establishment,  and  as  correspond  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act  in  relation  thereto. 

It  would  perhaps  have  been  in  some  respects  desiraUe,  that 
it  might  have  been  left  to  the  King's  discretion,  to  have  di- 
rected that,  in  case  of  the  death  or  absence  of  both  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor,  the  administration  of  govenupent 
should  have  been  devolved  upon  the  senior  counsellor.  Sin 
other  governments,  but  as  the  act  reserves  to  the  new  council 
all  the  liberties,  privileges,  and  inununities  enjoyed  by  the 
other,  except  in  the  cases  provided  for,  it  is  apprehended  that 
such  direction  cannot  be  Riven,  and  for  the  same  reason  it  has 
appeared  at  least  doubtful,  whether  the  crown  could  delegate 
to  you  the  powers  of  suspension  and  appointment  to  vacancies 
pro  tempore,  exercised  in  the  other  royal  governments.  In  this 
situation  it  became  the  more  necessary  that  a  Ueutenant-go- 
vernor  should  be  immediately  appointed;  and  the  Kmg 
having,  upon  Mr.  Hutchinson's  recommendationr  nominated 
Mr.  Oliver  of  Cambridge  to  that  office,  inclosed  I  send  you 
his  Majesty's  sign  manual,  containing  his  appointment* 

There  is  little  room  to  hupe  that  everv.one  pf  the  persons 
whom  his  Majesty  h^  appointed  to  be  ot  hiis  council,  will  be 
induced  to  accept  tluit  honour,  fer  th«*e-caai  be  no  doubt  that 
every  art  will  be  practised  to  intimidate  and- prqndice.  t 
trust,  however,  that  the  number  of  those  who  dectinewill  not 
be  so  considerable  as  to  involve  you  in  uiy  diffienliy  on  that 
account,  or  to  create  any  embannnsmcniit  in  the  execotioti  of  a 
n^easure  upon  which  so  much  depends. ' 

Whatever  vacancies  may  be  created,  by  any  of  the  present 
members  refusing  to  act,  ought  to  be  filled  up  i»  soon  as  pos- 
sible, and  therefore  you  will  transnut  to  me,  by  the  first  op- 
portunity, the  names  of  such  persons  as  yoU  think  l}est  quali- 
fied for  that  trust,  and  the  most  likdy  to  gil^wfiig^t  and  au- 
thority to  the  measures  of  government,  taking  cairt,  at  the 
same  time,  not  to  propose  any  froin  whcMii  you  have  not  re- 
ceived assurances  of  their  readiness  to  accept  the  office. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  every  artifice  which  has  been  hi- 
therto used  with  so  much  success,  to  keep  alive  a  spirit  of  sedi- 
tion and  opposition  in  the  people,  will  be  es^erted  on  the  pre* 
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sent  occasion,  tQ  entangle  and  embarrass;  but  the  King  trusts 
that  by  temper  and  prudence  on  the  one  hand,  and  by  firmness 
and  resolution  on  the  other,  you  will  be  able  to  surmount  all 
the  obstacles  that  can  be  thrown  in  your  way. 

It  is  impossible  to  foresee  what  those  obstacles  may  be.  If 
the  general  court  should  happen  to  be  sitting,  at  the  time  when 
the  new  constitution  of  the  council  is  to  take  place,  every,  ad- 
vantage will  probably  be  taken  that  such  a  situation  aftbrds^ 
to  create  dimculties  and  throw  the  business  into  perplexity ; 
but  however  that  may  be,  and  wliatever  may  be  urged,  there, 
can  be  no  doubt  that  a  prorogation  at  least  will  become  abso- 
lutely necessary,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  any  business  that 
p:iay  be  depending  before  the  old  counciL  Perl^ps  circum- 
stances may  require  a  dissolution,  but  it  is  much  to  be  wished» 
that  if  possible  such  a  measure  may  be  avoided. 

The  letters  received  from  Mr.  Hutchinson  since  you  sailed 
from  Plymouth,  contain  an  account  of  the  public  proceedings 
dowp  to  the  5th  of  April,  at  which  time  it  does  not  appear 
that  any  intelligence  had  been  received  in  the  province  of  the 
steps  that  were  taking  here.  It  was  therefore  reasonable  to 
supppse  that  the  condu(St  and  measures  of  the  faclion  would 
be,  as  they  ^fhially  were,  of  the  same  colour  and  complexion 
with  thcise  they  had  before  pursued. 

The  imp^^^hment  of  the  chief  justice  seems  to  have  been  the 
favourite  ob}e£k  of  both  council  and  assembly  j  but  as  JMr. 
Hutchinsoa  ;bad  with  equal  firmness  and  discretion  defeated 
that  measure;  by  prorogation,  h  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  say 
more  upon  so  extravagant  a  proceeding,  than  that  it  was  alto- 
gether an  unw9n:aiitable  assz^mption  of  power,  to  which  that 
•  goyerxunent  is  wt,  I  conceive,- either  in  the  nature  or  prin- 
ciples of  iif  )tt.  any  degree  cppfipetcnt. 

To  what  further  e^itravagance  the  people  may  be  driven  it 
is  difficult  ta  say-;  yrhateveir  violences  are  committed  must  be 
resisted  with  firmness  j  the  constitutional  authority  of  this 
Idogddm  over  its  colonies  mi^st  be  vindicated,  and  its  laws 
obeyed  throughout  the  whole  empire. 

It  is  not  oiily  k^  dignity  and  reputation,  but  its  power,  nay 
it/i  yery  fpistqafc  depends  upon  the  present  moment ;  for 
should  those  ideas  of  independence,  which  some  dangerous  and 
iUrdesigning  persons  here'  are  artfully  endeavouring  to  instill 
into  the  minds  of  the  iCii^^'s  American  subjefb,  once  take  root, 
that  relation  between  this  kingdom  and  its  colonies,  which  is 
the  bond  of  peace  and  power,  will  soon  cease  to  exist,  and  de- 
struction must  follow  disunion.  It  is  not  the  mere  claim  of 
exemption  fironi  the  authority  of  parliament  in  a  particul^  ^^^ 

that 
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tluit  has braittfit  on  the {iresent  cri^    itisoflxnl 

and  open  resistance  that  have  compdled  coercive 

and  I  have  no  longer  any  other  ronndence  in  the  hopes  I 

entertained  tkit  Ae  public  peace  and  tranquillity  would  bei 

stored,  but  that  which  I  derive  iaraia  your  abilities^  and  the 

liance  I  have  on  your  prudence,  for  a  wise  and  discreet  exercise 

<dFthe  authorities  given  to  you  fay  the  adbs  which  I  now  send  you. 

The  powers  contained  in  the  aft  for  the  more  impartial  ad- 
flninistratlMi  of  justice  do,  in  particular,  deserve  your  attention, 
lor  it  16  himlly  possible  to  conceive  a  situation  of  greater  dif- 
iicidty  and  deHcacy  than  that  which  a  governor  would  be  in, 
if  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  exercising  his  discretion  in  the 
case  ptovided  for ;  bat  it  is  a  case  that  I  trust  vnU  never  occur, 
and  I  will  hope,  that  notwithstanding  ail  the  endeavours, 
equally  flagitiom  and  contemptible,  used  by  a  few  desperate 
men  to  create  in  the  people  ideas  of  more  general  resistance, 
the  thinking  part  of  them  will  be  awakened  to  such  a  sense  of 
their  true  interests,  and  of  the  miseries  that  await  a  further  con^ 
tinuance  of  these  unhappy  disputes,  as  to  exert  their  best  en>- 
deavours  for  a  preservation  of  the  public  peace,  and  thereby 
give  such  efieft  and  countenance  to  the  civil  authority,  as  to 
render  any  other  interposkion  than  that  of  the  ordinary  civil 
magistrate  unnecessary. 

There  is  another  Axneriam  bill  for  making  more  effe£hud 
provision  for  quartering  of  his  Majesty's  troops,  that  has  passed 
both  Houses,  and  waits  for  the  topi  assent,  which,  althou^ 
of  general  purport,  is  fbiinded  pnncipaUy  on  a  case  that  oo^ 
curred  In  the  provinee  of  Massaehuset's  Bay. 

You  will  r^ember  what,  happened  at  Boston  in  1770,  re* 
spe£ting  the  quartering  the  two  rcsimcnts  sent  thither  Scorn 
Halifax,  and  the  artifices  used  by  forced  constnlAions  cf  tht 
a£t  of  parliament  to  ehide  the  execution  of  it,  ind  to  embarrass 
the  King's  service.  In  order  therefore  to  prevent  the  like  in 
future,  tilt  present  bill  is  adopted,  and  inclosed  I  send  you  a 
printed  copy  of  it,  hoping:  to  be  aUe  to  send  the  a£t  itsdf  by 
the  first  ship.  •   '       - 

Mxtract  of  a  Letter  from  the^  Honourable  Governor  Gag^  to  -the 
EarlofJ^djttaioMXht  diae4S^ikm^  26fh  June,  ^774* 

THE  general  court  met  here  on  the  7th  instaht,  and,  after 
the  inclosed  protest,  proceeded  to  business,  and  sent  me  the  in^- 
closed  address.  During  the  short  sessions,  several  private 
bills,  and  a  tax  bill  were  passed. 

A  comsoittee  of  the  House  sat  for  some  daySj  keeping  their 
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,  but  gtv^  tmty  they  were  upon  moderate 

flnejrxnade. their  report,  I  am  inf» 
Rt»  when  the  dodr.was  ordered  to  be 
liQSS  ^ettin^abroad^I  sent  the.se- 
Thejr  wottul  not  admit  him,  and  he 
,  uj  ijctKdanuKtion,  on  the  oatside  of  the 
y^ur  lordship  .the  rescdves'they  have  pul>- 


«•  •  ^ 


^jfioat  ine  the  iaclo3ed.libel,  on  my  predecessors 

^07fViment>  ic^^ian  address;  on  which  account,  I  rc«~ 

A  receive  it,  seeding  them  the^reasons  for  my  refusal^ 

i  I  also  send  your  lordship. 

.  the  dissolution-mil  be  produAive  of  good,  or  not,  remains 

«.o  be  known;  but  the  contrivers  of  all  the  mischidf  in  -the 

town  of  Boston,  I  am  informed,  are  now  spiriting  up  the 

people  throughout  the  province  to  resistance,  as  wdl  to  the 

port  bill,  as  to  three  other  adts  daily  expected,  rough  draughts 

of  which  were  printed  here  about  the  4th  instant,  and  the 

speeches  made  upon  them  in  the  house  of  commons,  pub^ 

fashed  in  the  newspapers.    Senuble  and  well-affe£te4  people 

have  told  me,  they  have  no  doubt  that  their  intention  is  to  try 

to  raise  the  province  to  arms  \  but  I  hope  they  suspeft  amjL 

fear  too  much:  and^  however  prone  their  inclinations  9iay  be 

to  so  wicked  a  pro}eA>  I  trust  they  want  power  to  eSeA  it« 

In  Boston  the  greatest  pains  have  been^  ^md  are  taking,  to 
oppose  all  measures  ten^ng  to  open  the  p(urt,-by  flattet4ng  the 
people  with  assistance  from  the  other  provinces,  premises  of 
cdllefticms,  and  presents  to  enabk  dipn  to  subsist,  and  the 
h^py  efiefis  of  ageneral/ccmgriessy:  which,  they  i^i^ike  no  doubt» 
yrmmct  Great  iM*itain;ii|to^thsir:t)wn<t^C9QSb    On  the  other 
liandy  several  gentlemen  who^.diFpugh  fi^^of  the  tyranny 
under  which  tibey  have  Uve^  dared  not  t^-pQ  or  speak,  en- 
couraged  now^  by  the  late  re^ilufyMif  oil  gQ^^rmneut,  have 
ventrnw  to  step  forth,  a&4  are  eadk|iyouiri|ig  tp  .persuade  the 
peofde  to  con^y  with  the  afk  of'partiait^nfia^.ihieonly  mean$ 
to  save  their  town  from  ruin.    -TUl  ^they  are  pinched,  and  find 
they  are  deceived  in  their  hopes  of  -  support,  by  presents  and 
colleAions^  the  affair  wiH.  prpD^Uyrest  in  this  situation;  but 
the  aft  must  certainly,  sooH^er  or  later,  work  its  own  way/ 

They  will  not  agrqe  to  non-iipportaripn,  cither  at  New 
York  or  Philadelphia,  or  even  ii)  this  province,  though  I  bo- 
lieve  a  congress,  of  some  sort,  ipay  be  ^i^tained;  but  when,  or 
how  it  will  be  composed,  is  yet  at  a  distance:  and,  after  all, 
Boston  may  get  little  more  than  fair  words. 
^    J  got  the  consent  of  council  to- my  domination  .of  Mr. 

Justice 
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Justice  BrowiH  of  the  inferior  court  of  Essex  county,  to  suc<« 
ceeddie  late  JQ^Ropes»  as  jtu^  in  the  superior  courti  and 
be  is  appGoxtted  axKl  sworn  in  altordinglv. 

Hie  4dk  and  43d  regimenu  encamped  on  Boston  common 
the  14th  and  icih  instant  i  the  latter  came  into  the  harbour 
the  1st  instant,  Imt  their  tents  having,  by  mittake,  been  put 
into  the  tram^KXts  of  the  4th  re^ment,  they  were  obliged  to 
wait  for  them.  Thdr  amval  has  given  spirits  to  the  mends 
of  government,  and  we  are  looking  out  for  the  troops  from 
Ireland:  three  companies,  firom  thence^  of  the  5th  regiment 
are  arrived,  and  the  remainder  may  be  daily  expedted« 

jExtract  cf  a  Letter  from  the  HomureUe  Gevertwr  Gage  to  the 
jBar/ofDdrtmoixih,  dated  Salem,  the  $th  of  July,  x 774. 

[Received  %d  AugustO 
MyLOMDy 

SINCE  my  letter.  No.  3,  of  the  26th  ult.  a  number  of  the 
better  sort  o/^people  attended  a  town  meeting  at  Boston,  with 
design  to  make  a  push  to  p^y  for  the  tea,  and  annihilate 
the  committee  of  ebrrespondcncei  but  they  were  out-voted  by 
a  great  majority  of  the  lower  da^  -  The  minority  drew  up  a 
protest,  which  I  transmit  your  lordship  from 'a  newspaper. 

The  above  committee  had  sent  a' cnxuiarlletter  through  the 
province^  accompanied  \A4th  a  ptqid:  czUcd^ii'ieague'and  covenant^ 
of  so  pernicious  a  tendeiicy,  that  'I-judged  tt!  jfroper;  without 
loss  of  time,  to  jpublish.  a  ptoclamittidil  ibd  prevent  thd  M  eflfbfts 
of  it  as  much  as  possilfle^   'I  inclOse  your  lordship  a'^opy^bf  ^ 
the  proclamation,  together  with  )>iteted  c6pic$:  of'  the  letter ; 
and  covenant}  a^  Sso  piart  Of  atitf\iv^t>eri  con^^ 
much<>f  the  proceedings  of  the  "atfotementiohed  toim  me^j>^^ 
ing,  as  the  faracm  chose  to  pv^liA^  and  a  protest  oT'a'^urat^  ^ 
of  gentleq^en  of  the  eountyc^  Worcester,  agaiiistfallHotdiQi;' 
disorders,  and  seditious  pra&cet.  '  *IV^^- -  ' 

Tour  lordship  will  perceive,  tha^  the  prodamatibn  is  "^ot ' 

riblished  with  advice  cf  counciL    '  There  was  no  time  to  loser ;' ' 
had  a  right  to  issue  it  without  their  consent,  as  I  was  din*'!' 
fidexk  I  c.^d  not  obtain  iti    I  gave  notice  'afterwards  for^^ 
council  %o  assembi^f  intending  td  lay^Ke  letter  ahd  tovetiimt ' 
before  them  \  hq/t'i'  on  the  day  appointed  f^r  the  mleeting,'  one 
who  hadf  been  sumznoned  did  not  appear,  so  that' therb  was . 
not  enough  to  make  up  tl  quorum:  some  of  th6$e  who  at- 
tended gave  me  to  understand^  that  they  should  desire  a  ge- 
neral council  to  be  called,  before  they  entered  upon  such 
business* 
I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to  spirit  up  every  friend  to  go- 

verwn\Rx>x^ 
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▼emmenty  and  the  measures  taken  fay  administratfcn  encourage 
many  to  speak  and  a  A  publicly^  in  a  maimer;  they  have  ntiit 
dared  to  do  for  a  very  longtime  past.  Your  kirdshrp  win  ob^ 
serv^/that  there  is  now  an  open  oppositlbn  t6  the  faction, 
tarried  on  with  a  warmth  and  spirit  unknown  hefbre>  whidl 
it  is  highly  proper  and  nec^saty  to  cherish  and  support  bf 
every  means  j  and  I  hope  it  Will  not  be  very  long  before  it 
produces  very  salutary  effecti^  Your  lordship  is  acquainted 
with  the  usurpation  and  tyAliny  established-  here  by  edicts  cf 
town  meetings  in&roed  by  mobs,  by  assihnine  the  sole  use 
and  power  of  L.ie  press,  and  influencing  the  pulpits;  by  nomi- 
.  nating  and  intimidating  of  juries,  and,  in  some  instances, 
threatening  the  judges;  and  this  usurpation  has,  by  time,  ac- 
quired a  firmness,  that,  I  fear,  is  not  to  be  annihilated  at  once, 
<»*  by  ordinary  methods.  A  free  and  impartial  course  of  jus- 
tice, whereby  delinquents  can  be  brought  to  punishment,  I 
apfH^end  to  be  the  chief  thing  wanting:  the  terror  of  mobs 
is  over,  and  the  press  is  becoming  free. 

Although  I  do  not  credit  many  reports  and  opinions  sent 
me,  yet  I  do  not  hold  it  prudent  totally  to  disregard  themi 
and,  on  that  account,  I  have  ordered  the  transports  whick 
l)rought  the  4th  regiment  here,  to  proceed  to  the  port  of  New 
York,  and  wait  there  for  farther  orders.  I  intend,  if  I  see 
occasion  for  it,  to  bring  2  regiment  here  firom  thence;  and  the 
tTTonsports  of  the  43d  are  kept  in  readiness  to  sail  for  Halifax 
on  the  same  errand;  these  motions,  I  hear,  give  spirits  to  one 
side,  and  have  thrown  a  damp  on  the  other. 

I  heard  yesterday,  that  all  the  transports  from  Ireland  are 
come  in,  except  one  of  the  5th  regiment  with  Lord  Percy  on 
board,  and  she  was  seen  a  day  or  two  past,  so  that  I  hope  to 
find  her  in  haborur  to-morrow,  on  my  getting  to  Boston, 
where  I  propose  to  pass  some  days,  finding  that  my  presence 
there  will  be  necessary.  I  have,  &c. 

Tho.  Gage, 

POSTSCRIPT. 

•  . .       .   ■ 

Boston,  6th  July* 

1  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  the  last 
transport,  with  Lord  Percy  on  board,  is  arrived;  as  also  the 
store  ship,  with  many  officers  belonging  to  the  regiments  in 

America. 

T.  g: 


ENtract 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  the 
Earl  gf  Dartmouth^  dated  Boston,  20th  July,  1774. 

AFFAIRS  continue  here  much  in  the  same  situation  as 
when  I  wrote  to  your  lordship  on  the  6th  inst.  though  I  don't 
find  the  merchants  have  repeated  their  attempt  to  comply  with 
the  port  bill,  with  the  spirit  I  hoped  for.  Materials  wanted  to 
carry  on  trades,  I  am  told,  begin  to  fail;  and  the  carrying  mo- 
lasses and  rum  tv^enty-eight  miles  by  land,  is  found  not  to  an- 
swers well  as  it  was  expected  it  would:  but  the  people^  are 
kept  up  by  the  assurances  of  assistance  from  the  other  colonies, 
where  their  leaders  have  contrived  to  raise  a  flaine,  which  has 
not  been  a  little  encreased  by  letters,  speeches,  and  paragraphs 
sent  from  England, ' 

South  Carolina  has  sent  some  rice  for  the  support  of  the  peo- 
ple here;  I  don't  mean  the  province,  but  some  disaffected  per- 
sons in  Charlestown:  and  a  few  sheep,  'tis  said,  have  been  sent 
from  some  other  place;  but  resources  of  this  kind  are  too  pre- 
carious to  be  depended  upon,  and  must  fail  them.  The  great 
object  here  has  be^  to  persuade  the  other  colonies  to  make 
the  caufe  of  Boston  the  common  cause  of  America;  and  when 
the  deputies  for  holding  the  general  congress  assemble,  the 
Boston  facticm,  it's  probable,  will  pay  the  rest  the  complimeot 
of  faking  their  .advice;  and  I  understand  it  to  be  the  opinion 
of  mo^  of  the  other  colonies,  that  Boston  should  begin  by  iB- 
demnifying  the  India  Company-  The  virulent  party  at  New 
York  ]&  routed,  and,  we  are  told^  that  Philadelphia  is  moderate. 

I  have  not  yet  received  the  new  act  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  this  province,  though  it  is  printed  here;  and  many  tell 
me,  I  must  expect  all  the  opposition  to  the  execution  of  it  that 
can  be  made*  I  hope  the  new  counsellors  and  the  magistrates 
will  be  firm. 

The  fast  day  appointed  by  the  faction,  was  kept  in  this  town 
on  the  t4th  instant,  as  generally,  and  as  punctually,  as  if  it  had 
been  appointed  by  authority.  I  might  say  the  same  of  most 
pther  places,  though  it  was  not  universal,  for  in  a  few  places  ro 
regard  was  paid  to  it;  but  the  league  and  covenant  has  net 
succeeded  as  the  faction  expected. 

They  rely  here  to  obtain  all  their  ends  on  the  same  measures 
as  they  before  adopted,  viz.  an  union  of  the  colonies,  a  non- 
importation, if  their  demands  are  not  satisfied,  the  assistance  of 
their  friend*  in  England,  and  a  general  clamour  of  the  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers* 

Extroft 
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Extract  -of  a  Letter  from  the.  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  the 
•jEar/g/" Dartmouth,  /ii/^rf Salem,  27/A  July,  1774. 

I  LEFT  Boston  the  21st  instant,  to  meet  the  councS  at  Sa- 
km,  for  the  issuing  of  money  to  pay  debts  incurred;  and  yes- 
terday morning  received  a  printed  notification  of  a  town  meet- 
ing to  be  hejd  that  day  at  Boston,  q£  which  I  send  your  lord- 
jship  a  copy. 

In  my  letter.  No.  6, 1  express  an  expectation  of  opposition  to 
the  act  expected  for  the  better  government  of  the  province; 
and  the  notification  for  the  town  meeting  seems  to  be  a  pre- 
lude to  it.  Whatever  the  opposition  is,  I  will  do  my  best  to 
defeat  it,  and  take  every  step  1  can  to  enforce  the  law. 

Ci^y  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  the  Earl 
r^ Dartmouth,  ^^^  Salem,  ^']th  August,  1774. 

[Received  1st  October.] 
My  Lord  J 

I  HAD  the  honour  to  receive  your  lordship's  separate  let- 
ter, dated  3d  of  June,  on  the  (5th  instant,  in  which  came  in- 
closed two  acts  of  pariiament  for  regulating  the  government 
t)f  the  Massacbliset's  Bay,  and  fbr  the  more  impartial  adminis- 
tration of  justice  in  the  said  province,  t<^ether  with  an  addi- 
tional instriKtion  to  the  governor,  Mr.  Oliver's  appointment 
of  lieutenant  govem«r,  and  a  printed  copy  of  an  amendment 
to  the  mutiny  bill  for  America,  relating  to  the  clause  for  qu^- 
tering  the  King^s  troops. 

No  time  was  lost  in  forming  the  new  council.  I  assembled 
all  the  members  who  could  be  collected,  on  sq  short  a  notice, 
on  the  8th  instant,  and  appointed  the  vhole  to  meet  on  the 
1 6th.  The  list  inclosed  will  inform  your  lordship  of  the  names 
of  the  gentlemen  sworn  in,  of  those  who  have  refused  to  ac-r 
cept  tl^  nomination,  or  are  wavering,  absent,  or  dead. 

The  twenty-four  who  have  accepted  the  honour  the  King 
has  conferred  upon  them,  are  as  respectable  persons  as  any  in 
the  province,  and  the  lieutenant  governor  is  generally  ap- 
proved of  by  all  parties.  I  must  defer  sending  your*  lord- 
ship recommendations  to  the  vacancies,  to  another  opportu- 
nity; for  though  I  have  several  in  my  mjnd,  I  am  first  to  be 
assured  of  their  willingness  to  act;  and  the  number  of  coun- 
sellors being  considerable,  gives  time  to  look  out  for  others. 
Your  lordship  judged  right,  that  art  would  be  practisecl  Vm 
this  occasion,  to  intimidate  and  prejudice;  even  force  wa&  at- 
tempted on  Mr.  Ruggles,  by  a  number  of  people  collected  x>n 

the 
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the  road  near  Worcester^  with  intent  to  stop  him^  but  he  made 
his  way  through  them. 

My  former  letters  have  acquainted  your  lordship,  that  the 
acts  in  question  had  been  published  here,  and  people  have  had 
leisure  to  consider  means  to  elude  themj  in  doing  which,  they 
are  very  expert.  At  a  town  meeting,  held  at  Boston  in  July, 
in  order  to  avoid  the  calling  a  meeting  afterwards,  they  ad- 
journed themselves  to  the  pth  of  August,  and  adjourned  again 
on  that  day  to  some  time  in  October.  I  assembled  the  select 
men  in  Boston,  had  the  clause  read  respecting  town  meetings  | 
told  them,  I  expected  their  obedience  to  it,  that  I  should  put 
the  act  in  force,  and  that  they  would  be  answerable  for  any 
bad  consequences.  They  replied,  they  had  called  no  meeting, 
that  a  former  meeting  had  only  adjourned  themselves. 

I  laid  the  aflFair  o£  adjournments  before  the  new  council,  and 
found  some  of  opinion,  that  the  clause  was  thereby  clearly 
evaded,  and  nearly  the  whole  unwilling  to  debate  upon  it; 
terming  it,  a  point  of  law,  which  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
crown  lawyers,  whose. opinion  is  to  be  taken  upon  it,  and  by 
which  I  must  govern  myself. 

Another  clause  of  the  act  is  likewise  referred  to  the  lawyers, 
concerning  the  removal  of  sherifl^.  Upon  intimating  to  the 
council  my  desire  to  remove  a  sheriff,  some  immediately  ob-  . 
jected,  that  it  did  not  belong  to  the  council,  for  that  the  gover- 
nor was  alone  impowered  to  remove  any  of  the  sheriffs  now  in 
office,  and  that  the  act  only  required  consent  of  council  to  re- 
move such  sherifis  as  the  governor  should  first  appoint,  by  his 
own  authority,  and  want  to  remove  afterwards. 

It  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  council,  that  an  as- 
sembly should  be  caUed,  as  early  as  possible,  and  writs  will  be 
issued  for  their  meieting  by  the  latter  end  of  Oftober. 

The  state  of  the  province  was,  at  the  same  time,  taken  into 
consideration, and  a  letter  read  that  I  had  received  from  Hamp- 
shire county,  an  extract  of  which  I  transmit  your  lordship; 
and  several  members  gave  an  account  of  the  state  of  their  re- . 
spective  counties,  firom  whence  it  appeared,  that  the  phrenzy 
had  spread  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  through  all;  of  which  1 
shall  write  more  fully  before  closing  my  letter. 

Since  the  unwarrantable  impeachment  of  the  chief  justice,  I 
understand  he  has  never  taken  his  seat  upon  the  bench,  but  he 
has  promised  me  to  attend  the  superior  court  at  Boston,'  owards 
the  end  of  the  month;  and  I  hope  he  will  preside  also  in  said 
tourt,  to  be  held  at  Worcester  in  September,  notwithstanding ' 
the  threats  thrown  out  against  him.  I  have  engaged  to  meetf 
him  at  Boston,  to  prevent  violence;  which,  from  the  ^re^^cD^c 
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system,  I  don't  expect  to  meet  with  there;  and  I  believe  that  t 
must  attend  him  also  at  Worcester,  where  I  am  to  expeft  it. 

By  the  plan  lately  adopted,  forcible  opposition  and  violence 
IS  to  be  transferred  from  the  town  of  Boston  to  the  country. 

The  copy  inclosed  of  a  letter  from  the  Boson  committee  of 
correspondence  to  the  several  counties,  will  sufficiently  evince 
the  intention  of  those  leaders,  who,  by  said  letter,  emissaries 
and  other  means,  have  contrived,  while  Boston  affects  quiet 
and  tranquillity,  to  raise  a  flame,  not  only  throughout  this  pro- 
vince, but  also  in  the  colony  of  Connefticut. 

The  original  letter  is  signed  by  the  town  clerk,  though  from 
a  caution  lately  observed,  they  omit  his  name  in  the  news-paper 
from  whence  the  inclosed  is  taken. 

In  consequence  of  the  new  plan,  popular  rage  has  appeared 
at  the  extremity  of  the  province,  abetted  by  Connefticut^ 
which  the  extradl:  of  the  letter  from  Hampshire,  read  in  coun- 
cil, shews;  it  is  very  high  also  in  Berkshire  county,  and  makes 
way  rapidly  to  the  rest.  In  Worcester  they  keep  no  terms, 
openly  threaten  resistance  by  arms,  have  been  purchasing 
arms,  preparing  them,  casting  balls,  and  providing  powder  j 
and  threaten  to  attack  any  troops  who  dare  to  oppose  them. 
.  Mr.  Ruggles,  of  the  new  council,  is  afraid  to  take  his  seat  as 
judge  of  the  inferior  court,  which  sits  at  Worcester,  on  the 
7th  of  next  month,  and  I  apprehend  that  I  shall  soon  be 
obliged  to  march  a  body  of  troops  into  that  township,  and 
perhaps  into  others,  as  occasion  happens,  to  preserve  the  peace. 

The  delegates,  as  they  are  called,  from  this  pro\'ince,  are 
gone  to  Philadelphia,  to  meet  the  rest,  who  are  to  form  the 
general  congress,  and  it  is  thought  it  will  be  determined  there,' 
"wiiether  the  town  of  Boston  is  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the 
port  bill.  It  is  not  possible  to  guess  what  a  body,  comprised 
of  such  hetorogenons  matter,  will  determine:  but  the  members 
from  hence,  I  am  assured,  will  promote  the  most  haughty  and 
insolent  resolves :  for  their  plan  has  ever  been,  by  threats  and_ 
hiffh  soimdine:  sedition,  to  terrifv  and  intimidate. 

Some  believe.,  that  the  congress  has  been  consented  to  m 
other  provinces,  only  to  amuse  those  among  themselves  who 
have  been  so  strangely  violent  in  support  of  Boston,  and  to 
which  their  own  provincial  faftions  have  not  a  little  contri- 
buted; others  fear  a  non-importation;  and  I  hear  the  mer-  . 
chants  are  sending  for  double  the  quantity  of  goods  they' 
usually  import ;  and  in  order  to  get  cfrcdit  for  them,  are  send" ' 
iHghome  all  the  money  they  can  collecft;  insomuch,  that  biHi 
Have  risen,  at  New- York  above  five  A'^  ^^^^^    From  this  cir-: 
ciunstance  ycjtir  lordship' may  jadge  of  others;  tney  want  tor 

8  force 
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fercc  yott  into  tbtir  tenns,  by  threatening  rhin  to  your  mer« 
etiants  and  mahu£M:turers,  and  at  the  same  time  are  procuring 
»lt  the  merchandize  they  can  get  firom  them,  lest  they  should 
be  in  want  of  it  themselves. 

The  council  being  formed,  the  assembly  must  aft  with  it, 
or  annihilate  the  legislature^  and  there  is  a  surmise  that  will 
be  the  case  9  and  since  the  Boston  comrhittee  have  applied  to 
^tte  country,  they  have>  in  some  counties,  I  understand,  held 
county  meetings,  and  intend  it  in  all :  it  has  not  transpired 
what  has-been  done;  but  report  says,  they  mean  to  have  no 
courts  of  justice,  unless  the  judges  agree  not  to  obey  the  new 
afts;  and  that  the  inferior  court  has  been  stopped  in  Berk- 
shire county,  and  the  judges  mal-treated.  I  have  it  only  from 
report,  but  fear  there  is  son^  foundation  for  it. 

I  transmit  your  lordship  a  notification  posted  up  in  Salem 
for  the  choice  of  deputies  for  a  county  meeting,  in  which  your 
lord^ii^  witt  observe  smother  evasion  about  town  meetings,  - 
for  this  is  c^ed  by  the  committee  of  correspondence,  and  not 
by  the  ukSl  meiu  Being  on  the  spot,  I  issued  a  procla/hation 
in  the  morning  of*  the  intended  meeting,  to  prevent  it,  and 
the  sheriff^  with  otiier  magistrates,  attei^ing  me,  I  told  the 
committee  to  tell  the  people  assembled^  and  assembling,  to 
di^rs^,dj»e,l  should' proceed,,  and  said  the  sheriflF to  dis- 
perse tfafiiai  andth^ thei  cosupaittee,  should  answer  for  any 
b«d  eonsd<|iiepces».  The  pet^e  behaved  with  great  decency, 
and  retired  inunediately,  though  I  doubt  not,  as  the  deputies 
ever  prenridusly  s^neodtOi  that  they  did  their  business  as  effec- 
tually as  if  they  had  gene  into  their  chamber  of  meeting 
Nothing,  but  a  gcoeual  phrenzy  can  make  the  province  si^ec 
^he  inconvenicBces  that  must  arise  &om  the  want  of  a  lesisla* 
tore  and.  conrtrof  justice,  therefore,  hope  it  is  only  a  nt  of 
rage,  that  wSl  cool;  besides  the  courts  can  and  will  be  pro- 
teded  in.  ntaay  places. 

It  is  agreed  that  popular  fiiry  vras  never  greater  in  this  pro- 
vince than:  at  present,  and  it  has  taken  its  rise  from  the  old 
source  at  Boston,  though  it  has  appeared  first  at  a  distance 
Those  demagogues  trust  their  safety  in  tlie  long  forbearance 
ef  government^  and  an  assurance  that  they  cannot  be  pu-^ 
nishied..  They  chicane,  elude,  opoily  violate,  gjp  passively  re- 
sist the  laws,  as  opportunity  serves  $  and  exposition  to  au- 
titiority  is  ofsQ  long  standings  that  it  is  become  habitual. 

In  this  situation  I  find  things,  and  must  do  the  best  I  caa 
ID.  put  them  into  a  better  state.  Connedlicut,  I  undcrstandj^ 
ii  alaisncd  at. the  alteration  in  this- chaiier,  which  occasions 
the  tomipotioas:  in  thatprovince,  and  if  the  leaders  ck'»i^ 
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'  thdr  {dan  of  opposition,  which  has  hitherto  been  to  menace 
and  intimidate,  teize  and  tire  out,  and  create  ideas  of  greater 
resistance  in  the  people,  and  drive  thgn  to  further  extrava^ 
gancies,  I  conceive  we  should  have  to  oppose  this  province 
and  Connecticut.  I  do  not  apprehend  any  assistance  would 
be  given  by  the  other  colonies.  Since  my  last  to  your  lont* 
ship,  the  50th  regiment  landed  from  Halifax,  and  is  encampi^ 
ed  near  Saiem,  and  general  Haldimand  has  sent  the  Welsh 
fusileers  from  New  York,  and  replaced  them  by  the  47th  re* 
giment  from  New  Jersey.  I  believe  your  lordship,  consider^ 
ing  the  state  of  affairs  here,  will  not  think  it  advisable  for 
me  to  part  with  any  of  the  regiments,  and  I  mean  to  advise 
with  the  admiral  about  sending  back  the  transports. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  regard,  respefk 
and  esteem, 

MjLordf 
your  lordship's  most  obedient  and  most  hwnble  servant^ 

THOif  AS  Gagb» 

ExtraB  tf  a  Letter  Jrom  the  HomuraUe  Governor  Gage  ta  tie 
Earf  ^Dzrtxnoathf  dated  Boston,  September  zd,  1774« 

IRecewed  ist  Oftober.] 

YOUR  lordship's  dispatch,  No.  6,  is  duly  received:  your 
lordship  will  know  that  the  state,  not  of  tnis  provinoe  onlf^ 
but  of  the  rest,  is  greatly  changed  sbce  Mr.  Hmchinsoa  left 

America. 

Tliough  I  saw  things  were  bad  when  I  wrote  fifoiti  Saleni^ 
I  found  them  much  worse  than  I  eiqpefied  when  I  arrived 
here.  Several  of  the  new  counseUors,  who  dwell  at  a  dif« 
tance,  had  fled  from  dieir  houses,  and  been  obliged  to  sedt 
protection  among  the  troops  at  Boston;  in  that  number  were 
Messieurs  Ruggles,  Edson,  Leonard  and  Murray,  and  Mes- 
sieurs {x>ring  and  Pepperell  are  lately  komc  into  town.  The 
objeiSt  of  the  people  was  to  force  them  to  give  up  their  seats 
in  council,  which  has  taken  efieft  with  Mr.  Paine,  who  was 
seized  and  roughly  treated.  There  arc  bad  reports  of  Mr. 
Watson,  though  I  have  no  news  fix)m  him,  but  Mr.  Willard 
was  grievously  mal-treated,  first  in  Connedticut,  where  he 
went  on  business;  and  every  township  he  passed  through  in 
his  way  home,  in  this  province,  had  previous  notice  of  his 
approach  and  ready  to  insult  him;  arms  were  put  to  his  breast  - 
with  threats  of  instant  death,  unless  he  »gned  a  paper,  the 
contents  of  which  he  did  nbt  know  or  regard.  He  went 
home,  after  making  me  that  report;  but  the  news  is,  that  a 
large  body  was  marching  to  his  house  in  Lancaster,  to  force 
.bun  to  some  other  concessions. 
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Upon  the  fim  rumour  of  disturbance,  Mr.  Andrew  Oliver 
resigned  his  seat  in  council,  as  have  also  since  Mr.  Isaac  Wins- 
low,  Thomas  Hutchinson  Lee,  of  Cambridge,  Danforth,  and 
this  moment  Mr.  Watson. 

With  regard  to  the  clause  in  the  new  afts,  relative  to  towii 
meetings,  so  many  elusions  are  discovered,  under  various  pre- 
tensions of  adjournments,  eledting  to  vacant  offices,  pedfde 
assembling  peaceably  without  notification,  upon  their  own  af- 
fairs, and  withal  no  penalty,  that  no  persons  I  have  advised 
vrith  can  tell  what  to  do  with  it;  at  a  distance  they  go  on  as 
usual,  but  worse  transaAions  make  that  matter  of  little  conse- 
quence in  the  present  moment* 

I  came  here  to  attend  the  superior  court,  and  in  the  in- 
tention to  send  a  body  of  troops  to  Worcester  to  protect  the 
court  there,  and,  if  wanted,  to  send  parties  to  the  houses  of 
some  of  the  counsellors  who  dwell  in  that  county;  but  find- 
injg  from  undoubted  authority,  that  the  flames  of  sedition  had 
spif^ad  imlversaHy  throughout  the  country  beyond  conception, 
the  counsellors  already  drove  away^  and  that  no  courts  could 
proceed.dn  btnines^,  1  wait^  the  evblt  of  th^'  sitting  of  the 
superior -cckirt^here  oi^  the^oth  uUteioj;  the  judges  met,  but 
could  get  neither  grand  Aor  petit  jutfy**"'    •  .^ 

Xordered  a^fX)Uiw;il  toia^$em^r^but,u]>op  the  presentation 
t];i^  they:daiHshL  iie  ijotte^od,  .8^o|;^p$d;an4  ^nsukocf  ovi  the  road 
to^Saleo^'Sindiifcsicjitg  toiJxt  af^i^led,  j^^^  l  Jtiope  his  Ma- 
jesty will  approve  of  my-  consenting  to  their  request. 

^.TM'QfimicH\im^  #tn«^i^  Ihj^titwsisy^-  improper  to 
iR^eakeorthertniopsttii^se^rliy  an7,de«ac}iinjonttfw|»atever,  as  they 
c<mld  f^Qt  Jie>.«rf  any^ai^e  ^  thet.t0ui:^7as  iio^urors  would  ap- 
ppTi^andtbjF.^dsHt  xmmlSi^eCeal  i;he|pr$roc6(»iing^^^  and  that 
disturb9nce;beixigi:siiigme99^i.^  any  parr 

ticuliar  9p0t,  tho^t^simxkfiQiyi^  wl^f  tpsei^i^  be  of 

use,  and  would  terQ»liide(<m^  :if\  d^ykUfigiuiet^  in  small  de- 
tachmeDtJS^jmd  tempt  nmtiber^  to  .fi^  ij^n<.£hem,  which  was 
reported  to  he. ^ekhetne^fidflie  of  these  operations. 

It  was  €€MQ<i$Msdi  ti^  the  whole .  was  at  stake.  Connefti- 
cut)  and  (they  ^d)  Rhode  ki^id  as  furious  as  they  are  in  this 
provmcc^  and  tb^t  tlK^  fir$t,  and  only  5tep  now  to  take,  was 
to  secui'e  the  friends  of  government  in  Boston,  and  reinforce 
the  troops^  here  with  as  many  more  as  could  possibly  be  col^ 
leAed,  and  to  a6t  as  opportunities  and  exigencies  shall  offer. 

I  have  for  some  time  consulted  with  general  Haldimand 
the  securing  the  magazines  at  New  York,  part  of  which  is  in 
Castle  WiUiam^  though  by  all  accounts  every  Jixing  there  is 

Vol.  I.  E  c\i;i«<;x 
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quiet,  the  people  in  general,  moderate  and  well  affected  to  all 
measures  Imt  taxation ;  and,  as  I  don't  see  that  the  regiment 
Aere,  or  the  part  of  the  i8th  at  Phibdelphia,  can  in  any  case 
be  of  any  use  where  they  are,  I  propose  to  order  major  general 
Haldimand,  with  those  corps,  to  this  place.  I  have  thoughts 
also  of  sending  transports  to  Quebec  for  the  loth  and  5  2d 
regiments,  who  were  to  have  been  relieved  this  year,  if  the  i|b-» 
temal  circumstances  of  that  province  admit  it.  I  think  their 
can  be  no  danger  from  without,  as  the  river  will  be  impracti- 
cable soon  after  they  come  down  it,  and  we  may  be  ready  m 
the  spring  to  reinforce  the  garrison.  I  am  unwilling  to 
weaken  Quebec,  and  nothing  but  extremity  of  affairs  could 
make  me  tliink  of  it. 

This  state  of  affairs,  I  give  your  Lordship,  is  from  number-* 
less  accounts  from  gentlemen  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the 
country,  and  who  know  the  pitch  of  enthusiasm  to  which  the 
people  are  now  raised ;  gentlemen,  who  are  sensible,  remark- 
ably firm,  and  not  to  be  indmitated ;  amongst  others,  Messrsw 
Ruggles,  Murray,  Leonard,  and  Edson,  who  have  abandoned 
their  dwellings  to  the  mercy  of  the  people,  as  have  lately 
Messrs.  Laring  and  Pepperell. 

Civil  government  is  near  its  end ;  the  courts  of  justice  ex- 
piring one  after  another ;  and  where  there  is  no  other  reason 
for  not  suffering  them,  it  is  that  the  judges  of  the  inferior 
coiu"ts  as  "v^rell  as  the  justices,  are  under  the  governor's  influ- 
ence by  the  new  acts,  though  the  said  acts  don't  take  place,  a» 
to  juries,  till  next  month;  but  he  may  now  turn  them,  the 
juc^es,  and  justices,  out  at  pleasure,  though  he  has  as  yet  made 
no  change  in  them. 

Precepts  are  issued  for  the  calling  an  assembly  in  the  begin- 
ning of  next  month,  though  uncertain  whether  the  people  will 
chuse  representatives ;  but  we  may  be  assured,  if  chosen,  that 
they  will  not  act  with  the  new  council ;  and  it  is  supposed^ 
the  project  has  been  to  annihilate  the  said  council,  heforc 
meeting,  to  throw  the  reftisal  upon  the  government  to  act 
with  the  old  council  elected  last  sessions ;  so  that  we  shall 
shortly  be  without  law  or  legislative  powers. 

The  judges  of  the  superior  court  have  been  with  me  in  3 
body,  to  represent  the  impossibility  of  carrying  on  the  business 
of  their  court,  in  any  part  of  the  province  5  that  the  force  here 
was  by  far  too  small  to  j^otect  them  every  where,  and,  after . 
all,  no  juries  would  swear  in,  that  it  was  needless  laying  fines^ 
which  they  could  not  do  on  grand  juries,  there  being  no  law 
for  it  in  the  province,  and  withal  it  would  be  in  vain,  the  re* 
fusals  being  universaL 

Imean^ 
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I  mean^  my  Iord>  to  secure  all  I  can  by  desreeij  to  acvoidafiy 
bloody  crisis  as  long  as  possibie^  unless  forced  into  it  by 
themselves)  which  may  loppen.  His  Majesty  wiU  in  tbt 
mean  time  judge  what  is  best  to  be  done  $  bm  your  lordship 
will  permit  me  to  mention  that  as  it  is  judged  here^  that  it  witt 
be  resolved  to  stem  the  torrent^  and  not  yield  to  ft>  thataYerjr 
respectable  force  should  take  the  field.  The  x^giments  sort 
now  composed  of  small  nimibers,  dsad  ime^lartf  will  be  Very 
necessary  in  this  country,  many  of  which  of  one  sort  or  Other, 
I  conceive,  may  be  raised  here.  Nothing  that  is  said  at  pk'eseiit 
can  palliate;  conciliating,  moderation,  reasomtngy  »  a?er ;  tisCh( 
thing  can  be  done  but  by  forcible  means* 

I  transmit  yoiu*  lordship  a  minute  of  council^  and  copies  of 
attested  papers  and  letters. 

A  vast  concourse  of  people  essembled  this  day  from  variottt 
parts,  about  eight  miles  from  this ;  they  have  frightened  and 
pursued  many  obnoxious  people,  as  they  term  them  ^  nobody 
has  asked  assistance,  and  I  h^ve  just  received  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Oliver,  the  lieutenant  governor,  to  beg  I  would^on  no  account^ 
send  any  troops  there,  for  that  it  would  prove  fatal  to  him. 

Mr.  Simpson,  another  counsellor,  has  just  resigned. 

Extract  of  a  Lettet^from  the  Honourable   Governor  Gage  to  the 
^^^^TDartmouth,  dated  Boston,  September  3^,  1774. 

{Received  1st  OoXX^tt^ 

IN  my  letter  of  yesterdajr,  I  just  made  mention  of  a  letter 
in  the  moment  received  from  lieutenant  governor  Oliver. 
That  gentlemen  came  to  me  yesterday  about  noon,  and  ac^ 
quainted  me  that  a  number  of  people  had  passed  his  house  ift 
Cambridge,  going  into  that  town,  which  is  about  eight  miles 
from  this,  but  that  he  had  talked  to  them,  and  they  listened 
to  his  advice,  to  be  quiet,  and  return  peaceably  home,  which 
they  promised  to  do  without  making  any  disturbance.  It  was 
supposed  they  assemWed,  in  order  to  force  Messrs.  Danfbrth 
and  Lee,  to  resign  their  seals  in  council,  which  they  had  done 
the  day  before,  and  on  account  of  some  ammunition  bdonging 
to  the  province,  in  the  arsenal  in  Cambridge,  which  I  had  be- 
fore sent  a  detatchment  to  secure,  and  lodgedit  in  Castkf  Wil- 
liam. It  was  therefore  concluded  that  ^  objects  being  t^ 
moved,  for  that  they  were  satisfied  of  his  being  in  the  coitadl> 
as  he  was  at  the  same  time  lieutenant  governor,  the  people 
would  immediately  go  away ;  and  he  therefore  begged  I  wt)ukl 
not  think  of  ordering  any  troops  there,  as  there  WMdd  be  no 
occasion  for  it,  and  it  could  only  be  prod«ctiv«  of  miscM^ 

E  2&  '^QTocka, 
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Some  hours  afterwards,  three  of  the  conimissioners  of  the. 

^Ktcnns  passed  through  Cambridge,  saw  great  numbers  of 

f^9pLc  assembled,  but  no  noise,  and  no  great  insult  offered 

theihrbutone  of  them,  viz.  Mr.  Holwell,  against  whom  some 

t(  the  chie£i  t>f  this  {dace  are  piqued,  sent  people  after  him,  and 

iMTwas  purfoed  alnu>st  to  this  town  $  persons  were  sent  out^ 

«od  returned  with  the  report,  that  all  was  quiet  near  the  town^ 

tnd  no  numbers  seen.    I  expected  to  hear  .from  the  sherifi^ 

Mr«  Fhipps,  if  anj  thing  extraordinary  happened  at  Cam* 

faridgei  hot  received  no  fixrther  advice  till  near  six  in  the  even- 

Moing,  when  the  letter  which  I  have  mentioned,  and  indoset 

Wtts  brought  me  from  the  lieutenant  governor,  about  which 

time  the  msurgents  had  finished  their  business,  and  went  ofi^ 

after  forcing  lum  to  resien  his  seat  in  council.    I  have  found 

since,  that  when  Mr.  Oliver  came  first  to  me,  it  was  in  con- 

sequence  of  the  people's,  desire,  and  of  their  assurance  that  no 

disturbance  or  violoice  would  happen;  and  he  was  so  con* 

fident  in  their  promises,  and  of  his  own  influence  over  them,  as 

tccgo  back  to  Ounbridge$  and  in  his  way  met  the  sheriff*,  whom 

he  perfuaded  to  go  with  hem.    They  thus  both  fell  into  the 

snare ;  for  they  obliged  the  sheriff  to  sign  a  paper,  as  well  as 

Mr.  Oliver. 

Eiftracttf  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage,  to  the 
Earl  2^Dartmouth«     Dated  Boston,  %oth  September,  1774. 

SINCE  my  letters  by  the  Scarborough  ship  of  war,  I  have 
received  spme  letters  and  papers,  which  I  transmit  your  lord- 
ship, relative  to  the  proceedings  in  the  distant  counties,  against 
the  courts  of  justice,  and  resolves  of  a  county  meeting. 

It  is  needless  to  trouble  your  lordship  with  daily  publica- 
.ti(ms  of  determined  resolutions,  not  to  obey  the  late  acts  of 
parliament,  or  to  allow  any  civil  officer  acting  under  them,  from 
thegovemor  to  the  justice,  to  be  constitutional  officers. 

They  talk  of  fixing-a  plan  of  government  of  their  own  ;  and 
it  is  somewhat  surprizing,  that  so  many  in  the  other  provinces 
interest  themselves  so  much  in  the  behalf  of  this.  I  find  they 
.have  some  warm  friends  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia ;  and 
I  learn  by  an  officer  who  left  CaroKna,  the  latter  end  of  Au- 
.gust,  that  the  people  of  Charles  Town  are  as  mad  as  they  arc 
h^e. 

The  country  people  are  exercising  in  arms,  in  this  province, 
Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  and  getting  magazines  of  arms 
and  ammunition  in  the  country,  and  such  artillery  as  they  can 
procure,  good  and  bad. 
.       .  They 
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They  threaten  to  attack  the  trcK>ps  in  Boston,  and  Tttrcry 
angry  at  a  work  throwing  up  at  the  entrance  of  the  town  j  on 
which  account,  I  have  had  two  messages  from  the  select  men» 
jstnd  a  third  from  the  county  of  Suffolk. 

People  are  daily  resorting  to  this  town  for  potection ;  for 
there  is  no  security  for  any  person  deemed  a  fhend  to  gpremi 
ment,  in  any  part  of  the  country.  Even  places  always  este6i;^ 
ed  wdl  afiected  have  caught  the  infection.  The  conuniffionen 
of  the  customs  have  thought  it  no  longer  safe  or  pradent  t6 
remain  at  Salem,  considering  the  present  distracted  state  of 
every  part  of  the  province,  and  are  amongst  others  come  into 
the  town,  where  I  am  obliged  likewise  now  to  reside,  on  nmqr 
accounts. 

Mr.  Willard  has  been  oUiged  to  resign  his  seat  in  ooimctl 
since  my  last.  The  rest  remain  firm,  notwithstanding  daihr 
threats  of  plunder,  devastation  and  ruin,  and  even  of  anasn- 
nation. 

Cofy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Homurabte  Governor  Gage  to  the  Earl 
j^Dartmouth.  J9/7/^i  Boston,  25/^^  September,  1774. 

My  Lord, 

THE  inclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  general  Haldimand« 
with  a  printed  bill  posted  up  at  New  York,  serve  to  shew  a  bad 
disposition  of  too  many  in  that  place ;  h\k  I  hope  the  general 
will  find  means  to  secure  the  stores,  and  that  the  transports 
will  get  up  to  the  town  to  receive  them.  It  was  found  impos- 
sible to  put  the  troops  imder  cover  here  without  erecting  some 
temporary  lodgments;  and  on  the  supposition  that  workmen 
could  not  be  procured  here,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  send 
to  New  York ;  but  the  printed  bill  detemd  the  carpenters  of 
that  place  from  coming  here,  whilst  contrary  to  what  was  ixna^' 
giiied,  the  Boston  artificers  have  undertaken  our  work. 

The  messages  or  addresses  delivered  me  by  the  select  men 
of  Boston,  and  the  delegates  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  con«> 
cieming  a  work  at  the  entrance  of  the  town,  where  I  propose  to 
lodge  a  reriment,  was  mentioned  to  your  lordship  in  a  former 
letter,  and  I  now  transmit  printed  copies  of  them.  Your 
lordship  will  observe,  that  the  delegates  comjdain  of  misinfor- 
mation, and  deny  a  wish  of  independency. 

Many  members  are  chosen  for  the  general  court,  that  was 
appointed  to  meet  at  Salem  on  the  5th  of  next  month,  and  I 
save  information  that  the  old  coimcil  has  been  summoned  to 
attend  there.  The  new  council  appointed  by  the  King,  who 
have  taken  refuge  in  this  town,  dare  no^lmend  at  Saleka^^axtoK 
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escorted  there  and  back  ag^iin  by  a  large  force,  whkh  as  affairs 
isp^  circumstanced  will  answer  no  end.  The  assembly  will  not 
act  with  them>  and  I  cannot  act  with  the  old  council,  so  that 
nothing  but  confusion  can  arise  from  a  meeting  of  the  general 
gamrt,  on  which  account  I  mean  to  fall  on  measures  to  post- 
pone the  sessions, 

,r  We  hear  of  nothing  but  extravagancies  in  some  part  or  others 
and  of  nulitary  preparations  from  this  place  to  the  province  of 
%cw  York,  in  which  the  whole  seems  to  be  united.  .  Upon 
i-xumour  propagated  with  unconunon  dispatch  through  tho 
^ufitry,  that  the  soldiers  had  killed  six  people,  and  that  the 
ships  and  troops  were  £ring  upon  Boston  \  the  whole  country 
^s  in  arms  and  in  motion,  and  numerous  bodies  of  the  Con- 
secticut  people  had  made  some  marches  before  the  report  was 
Ointradicted. 

.  Your  lordship  will  know  from  various  accounts,  the  extre- 
mities to  which  affairs  are  brought,  and  how  this  province  is 
supported  and  abetted  by  others  beyond  the  conception  of 
most  people,  and  foreseen  by  none.  The  disease  was  believed 
to  have  been  conJSned  to  the  town  of  Boston,  from  whence  it 
might  have  been  eradicated,  no  doubt,  without  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,  and  it  might  have  been  the  case  some  time  ago  ;  but 
now  it  is  so  universal,  there  is  no  knowing  where  to  apply  a 
remedy. 

I  am,  &c.  Tho.  Gage* 

jP.  S.  I  inclosed  two  resolutions  of  the  congress,  just  ar- 
rived from  Philadelphia,  approving  the  resolutions  of  the  coun- 
ty of  Suffolk  in  this  province,  transmitted  in  my  letter  to  your 
lordship,  No.  13.  T.  G. 

Extract  of  a  JLetter  ffom  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  thw 
Earl  j/*  Dartmouth.    Dated  Boston^  3^  October,  1 774, 

My  LaRi>, 

TOUR  lordship's  letter  of  the  3d  of  August,  No,  8,  was 
received  on  the  27th  ult.  and  its  duplicate  by  packet  next  day. 
The  change  that  has  happened  iu  the  affairs  of  this  country, 
your  lordship  will  have  been  made  acquainted  with,  since  the 
date  of  the  above  dispatch  from  various  parts,  and  known  with 
what  violence  the  other  colonies  have  espoused  the  cause  of 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  though  some  more  moderate  than 
others.  The  congress  is  stijl  sitting,  and  from  some,  previous, 
resolves  they  have  published,  particularly  one  transmitted 
your  lordshipi  approving  the  rcsoi\  es  of  Suffolk  county,  and 

another 
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another  recommending*  non-importation,  we  do  hot  expect 
•much  good  from  their  ddiberations. 

I  mentioi^  to  your  lordship  my  intention  to  postpone 
meeting  the  assembly,  and  you  vrill  see  the  proclamation  to 
that  end  in  the  inclosed  papers,  together  with  the  resolves  of 
Worcester,  and  some  publications  against  supplying  the  King^s 
troops  with  necessaries ;  so  that  I  was  premature  in  telling 

?)ur  lordship,  that  the  Boston  artificers  would  work  for  u& 
his  refusal  of  all  assistance  has  thrown  us  into  difficulties^ 
but  I  hope  to  get  through  them,  and  to  be  able  to  put  the 
troops  under  cover,  though  not  so  comfortably  as  I  could  wish* 
I  do  not  find  that  the  spirit  abates  any  where,  for  it  is  kept 
up  with  great  industry. 

They  are  shortly  to  have  a  provincial  congress  in  this  colony^ 
compossd  chiefly  of  the  representatives,  lately  chosen  to  meet 
at  Concord,  where  it  is  supposed  measures  will  be  taken  for 
.  the  government  of  the  province. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  the 
Earl  2^  Dartmouth.    Dated  Boston,  17/A  October,  1774. 

My  Lord, 

I  TRANSMIT  your  lordship  a  number  of  indosuresy 
amongst  which  you  will  see  the  resolves  passed  by  the  repre- 
sentatives  who  met  at  Salem,  notwithstanding  my  proclama^ 
tion  to  postpone  the  sessions,  and  adjourned  themselves,  as  was 
*>reseen,  to  meet  delegates  from  the  counties  and  towns,  to 
Concord,  there  to  form  themselves  into  a  provincial  congress^ 
from  whence  they  have  agreed  to  remove  to  Caml^dge. 
Your  lordship  has  a  remonstrance  which  they  have  sent  to 
me,  and  my  answer  to  it,  which  I  had  some  difficulty  in  con- 
triving, as  I  cannot  consider  them  as  a  legal  assembly,  and  ii 
handle  Would  have  been  made  of  it  had  I  refused ;  and  it 
was  moreover  necessary  to  warn  them  of  their  conduct,  and 
require  them  to  desist  from  such  unconstitutional  proceedings. 
There  are  also  copies  of  two  remonstrances  from  the  county 
rf  Worcester,  the  first  of  which  was  so  offensive  to  the  King> 
and  not  addressed  to  me  as  governor,  that  I  refused  to  receive 
it ;  the  last  was  answered,  and  the  answer  transmitted. 

The  above  relate  to  works  I  have  been  making  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  town,  at  which  they  pretend  to  be  greatly  alarm-^ 
ed,  lest  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  should  be  enslaved  and 
made  hostages  of,  to  force  the  country  to  comply  with  the 
late  acts;  a  scheme  which  they  kncrw  is  not  feasible  \  but  I 
believe  the  works  liave  hitherto  obstructed  some  pemiclout 

E  4  -^xQ^^c^ 
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projects  they  have  had  in  view,  which  has  determined  me  ^o 
refuse  all  applications  for  their  demolition.  And  whilst  their 
afiected  apprehensions  for  the  town  of  Boston  are  held  fbrth, 
moderation  and  forbearance  has  been  ptit  to  the  test,  by  bum* 
ing  the  straw  and  sinking  boats  with  bricks,  coming  for  the 
tisc  of  the  troops,  and  overturning  our  wood  carts.  It  appears 
to  me  to  be  a  part  of  their  system  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  the 
troops,  for  which  reason  I  was  the  more  cautious  to  give  no 
pretmce  for  it,  that  aU  misfortunes  which  might  happen  shook! 
be  of  their  own  seeking. 

There  are  various  reports  spread  abroad  of  the  motion^, 
made  at  the  provincial  congress  whilst  at  Concord :  some  it  is 
said  moved  to  attack  the  troops  in  Boston  immediately,  others, 
to  value  the  estates  in  the  town,  in  order  to  pay  the  proprietors 
the  loss  they  might  sustain,  and  to  set  the  town  on  fire,  and 
others  proposed  to  invite  the  inhabitants  into  the  coundy, 
which  has  been  taked  of  for  some  time. 

By  a  letter  from  general  Carleton  of  the  20th  of  September, 
he  determined  to  send  here  the  loth  and  5  ad  regiments,  and 
I  conclude  them  on  their  way  from  Quebec,  as  also  general 
Haldimand  with  the  47th  regiment  from  New  York,  where 
transports  have  been  laying  for  some  weeks  to  take  on  board 
the  stores,  and  I  apprehend  they  are  mostly  secured.  I  am  to 
acquaint  your  lordship,  likewise,  that  commodore  Shuldham 
receiving  intelligence  at  Newfoundland  of  the  extraordinarf 
commotions  in  this  country,  sent  the  Rose  man  of  war  imme* 
diately  here,  with  two  companies  of  the  65th  regiment,  sta- 
tioned at  St.  John's,  desiring  only  that  they  might  be  replaced 
in  the  spring. 

I  am,  &c.  Tho.  Gage. 

P.  S.  •  I  had  once  hopes  to  have  sent  your  lordship  accounts 
of  some  conciliatory  measures  which  I  have  urged  strongly, 
and  recommended  the  paying  for  the  tea  for  a  beginning  01  a 
reconciliation  j  but  I  despair  of  any  overtures  of  the  kind  unless 
it  comes  recommended  from  the  continental  congress,  by 
whose  resolves  this  people  declare  their  intentions  to  abide, 
and  use  every  artifice  to  engage  the  rest  of  the  continent  in 
their  own  disputes  with  the  mother  country.  T-  G. 

• 

Extract  of  Letters  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  the  Earl 
^Dartmouth.  Dated  Boston,  October  30,  and  November 
2 J  1774- 

I  TRANSMIT  your  lordship  a  number  of  resolves  of  the 
provincial  congress,  with  some  passed  by  the  continental  cop^ 

grcss 
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gress  at  Fhiladd[phia»  rdadye  to  the  proceedings  of  thk  fro^ 
vince,  which  they  have  in  too  great  a  degree  su[^porte49  though 
in  some  instances  deceived  by  them*  Expresses  are  frequently 
going  from  the  one  to  the  other,  and  they  are  very  secret  in 
both  'f  and  £nnn  what  has  tnuufMred,  there  is  opposition  in 
both.  Our  provincial  congress  has  appeared  to  be  a  good  deal 
puzzled  to  determine  to  what  lengths  they  should  go,  and 
have  had  something  of  moment  in  agitation,  which,  by  what 
has  dropped  from  some  of  the  members,  relates  to  the  embo- 
dying about  15^000  men,  and  appointing  four  persons  to  con> 
mand  them,  under  the  direction  of  a  committee.  Others  deny 
it— so  that  time  must  clear  up  the  truth  of  this  rumour,  which 
must  be  known  soon.  Common  talk  gives  out,  that  this  body 
is  to  be  ready  at  a  mcnnent's  warning,  and  to  be  suf^orted  b^ 
this  and  th^  neighbouring  provinces. 

The  people  would  cool  was  not  means  taken  to  keep  up  their 
enthusiasm.  Truths  or  falsehoods  equally  serve  the  purpose^ 
for  they  are  so  besotted  to  one  side,  that  they  will  not  believe> 
or  even  hear  what  is  said  to  convince  them  of  their  errors. 
This  congress  made  an  effort  to  get  aU  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  to  leave  it  and  retire  to  the  country,  but  it  was  found  t/9 
be  an  impracticable  measure.  Many  individuals  are  gone,  and 
others  going  through  fear,  as  they  give  out,  of  being  appre* 
hended  5  so  your  lordship  will  perceive  some  of  the  most  ob-r 
.  noxious  are  in  the  numbo*  of  those  who  move. 

From  the  union  of  the  provinces,  and  the  similarity  of  their 
measures,  I  have  not  been  without  apprehensions  that  our 
supplies  of  provision  might  be  stopped,  and  gave  early  notice 
to  the  contractors  here  to  lay  in  large  quantities  in  time.  They 
assure  me,  that  from  the  quantity  they  have  collected,  and  the 
measures  they  have  taken  to  prociu-e  more,  that  there  is  no 
danger  of  being  in  want;  but  if  any  thing  more  extraordinary 
happens,  we  sh^  not  be  able  to  procure  provisions  from  any 
of  the  colonies. 

Major  general  Haldimand  has  joined  me  with  the  47th  re* 
giment,  and  three  companies  of  the  18th,  from  New  York, 
and  has  put  a  large  quantity  of  the  most  useful  stores  at  that 
place,  and  which  it  became  proper  to  secure,  on  board  the 
transports;  a  good  deal,  but  what  would  be  of  least  ser- 
vice, still  remains  imder  the  care  of  five  companies  of  the  1 8th 
regiment. 

November  2,  1774. 

The  Eling's  schooner,  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  conveys  this 
dispatch,  being  detained,  I  transmit  yoiur  lordship  the  last  re- 
solves which  this  provincial  congress  ha$published>  after  which 
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they,  adjourned  to  the  23d  instant,  and  I  learn  that  their  se- 
a*et  determination  is  to  assemble  the  old  council  at  their  next 
meeting,  in  order  to  form  as  complete,  a  government  as  they 
can,  and  to  have,  as  they  say,  a  vast  army  in  the  field  in  the 
.spring  at  the  continental  expencc.  I  also  transmit  your  loniU 
ship  a  copy  of  another  message  to  me,  in  answer  to  mine  to 
their  first  message,  which  has  been  sent  to  your  lordship. 

They  have  a  particular  manner  of  perverting  and  tuminr 
every  thing  to  their  purposes.  A  regiment  was  encamped 
about  a  mile  fi-om  Salem,  two  companies  of  which  marched 
out  as  far,  perhaps,  as  some  straggling  houses,  but  was  ordered 
back^  and  never  came  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the' 
place  where  the  people  were  assembled^  nor  was  there  any 
occasion  for  them.  No  private  property  has  been  touchec^ 
unless  they  mean  an  order  to  the  store-keeper  not  to  deliver 
out  any  powder  from  the  magazine  where  the  merchants  de- 
posit it,  which  I  judged  a  very  necessary  and  prudent  measure 
in  the  present  circumstances,  as  well  as  removing  the  ammu^ 
nition  from  the  provincial  arsenal  at  Cambridge. 

They  make  the  greatest  handle  of  the  works  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  town,  which  I  have  very  great  reason  to  believe 
have  obstructed  some  designs  they  had  in  view,  and  which  I 
cannot  doubt  they  have  had  it  in  deliberation  to  attack,  but 
carried  against  the  movers  of  tlie  project. 

The  officers  of  the  militia  have,  in  most  places,  been  forced 
to  resign  their  commissions,  and  the  men  chose  their  officers, 
Vho  are  frequently  made  and  unmade  5  and  I  shall  not  be 
surprised,  as  the  provincial  congress  seems  to  proceed  higher 
and  higher  in  their  determinations,  if  persons  should  be  autho« 
rized  by  them  to  grant  cdmmissions;  and  assume  every  power 
of  a  legal  goverment,  for  their  edicts  arc  implicitly  obeyed 
throughout  the  country. 

.  The  10th  and  521!  re)iimcnis  nre  arrived,  and  arriving  in  the 
harbour.  On  their  landing  I  shall  be  able,  from  the  whol^  to 
form  a  force  oFner.r  3000  men,  exclusive  of  a  regiment  for  the 
defence  of  castle  Wiliinm. 

Your  Loniship  vrill  dor.btlcss  receive  many  accounts. of  the 
situation  of  this  contine:;t.  This  prcvince  is  without  courts 
ni  justice  or  legislature — ^The  whole  country  in  a  ferment — ► 
Many  parts  of  it,  I  maiy  say,  actually  in  arms,  and  ready  to 
uniie.  Letters  from  other  provinces  ttU  us,  they  are  violent 
every  where,  and  tl.at  ?io  decency  is  observed  in  any  place  but 
New  York.  Great  Brit :» in  had  never  more  occasion  for  wis- 
dom, 6rmne>s  and  unanimitv, 

Efstract 
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JEpctract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  the 
JE^rl  j/* Dartmouth,  dated  Boston,  November  15/^6,  1774.  , 

THE  proceedings  of  the  continental  congress  astonish  and 
terrify  all  considerate  men ;  but  though  I  am  confident  that 
many  of  their  resolves  neither  can  or  will  be  observed,  I  fear 
they  will  be  generally  received,  as  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
resolution  and  strength  enough  among  the  most  sensible  and 
iBodcrate  people  in  nny  of  the  provinces,  openly  to  reject 
them.  "• 

This  provincial  congress  has  been  encouraged  by  the  gene- 
ral union  and  readiness  shewn  by  the  rest  of  the  New  England 
provinces  to  appear  in  arms  at  their  call  to  go  the  lengths  they 
have.  I  transmit  your  lordship  a  proclamation  '^hich  I  have' 
published  against  the  proceedings  of  their  last  meeting,  and  T 
hope  it  will  have  some  effect,  for  I  learn  that  people  are  copier 
than  they  were,  and  grow  apprehensive  of  consequences.  The 
congresses  have  gone  greater  lengths  than  was  expected. 

Notwithstanding  the  impediments  thrown  in  our  way,  we 
shall  to  put  the  troops  utider  cover  to-morrow,  except  the  two 
regiments  from  Quebec,  who  must  remain  in  their  transports 
five  or  six  days  longer. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  flour  was  stopped  for  a  time  in 
Maryland,  upon  information  that  it  was  for  the  use  of  the, 
troops  at  Boston,  but  it  is  arrived,  and  we  have  by  various 
means  got  provisions  sufficient  to  last  the  troops  here  about 
six  months ;  and  I  hope,  if  it  is  found  necessary,  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  procure  further  supplies. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  the 
-E^r/ ojr  Dartmouth,  dated  Boston^  December  15/^,  1774. 

THE  Scarborough  arrived  with  your  lordship's  dispatch  of. 
the  17th  of  October,  No.  1 1,  on  the  3d  instant,  and  Admiral 
Graves  has  consented  to  land  all  the  supernumerary  marines, 
which,  by  report,  may  amount  to  above  400  men,  as  soon  as 
ail  arrive  and  quarters  are  prepared,  that  Major  Pitcairne,  who 
commands  those  marines,  may  have  a.  better  opportunity  to 
form  and  discipline  them,  than  if  they  remained  on  board 
their  ships,  where  they  are  crowded. 

Your  lordship's  idea  of  disarming  certain  provinces,  would 
doubtless  be  consistent  with  prudence  and  safety,  but  it  neither 
is,  or  has  been  practicable  without  having  recourse  to  force, 
jmd  being  master  of  the  country. 
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has  been  untried  that  could  tend  to  hurt  and  terrifjr 
counsellors  to  resign^  who  have  withstood  afi 
if  rrjTs  against  their  persons  and  properties ;  but  they  are  still 
obliged  to  take  shelter  with  the  troops ;  and  I  have  judged 
wbgt  your  lordship  remarks,  that  in  such  a  state,  the  taking 
may  step  by  their  advice  would  add  no  weight  to  the  authority 
of  government,  but  rather  be  an  argument  for  disobedience  § 
far  that  reason,  I  have  avoided  the  assembling  of  them  in  coim« 
cfi  as  much  as  possible.  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
the  royal  mandamus  for  the  admission  of  the  gentlemen  therein 
SMxninated  into  the  council;  all  the  former  counsellors  stand 
frm^  and  deserve  the  greatest  encouragement. . 

I  win  not  pretend  to  foresee  to  what  d^ee  they  mean  to 
extend  the  claims  of  this  country !  the  congress  has  sent  their 
conditions,  on  which  they  will  condescend  at  present  to  keep 
up  any  conunercial  connection  with  the  mother  countay ;  mm 
I  ju<L^ed  from  the  movements  of  the  people  here,  that  they 
liad  designs  to  carry  matters  further  without  delaying  them, 
and  to  pursue  measures  which  other  provinces  would  not 
adopt.  I  have  taken  notice  in  former  letters  of  expresses  going 
frequently  from  this  provincial  congress  to  Philadelphia,  of 
the  committee's  forbidding  people  to  work  for  the  troops  or 
to  supply  them  with  materials  and  necessaries  for  their  quar* 
ters,  committing  insults,  and  destroying  bricks  and  straw 
coming  from  the  country.  All  these  proceedings  appeared  to 
be  carried  on  systematically,  and  to  have  some  concealed  de- 
sign, which  could  be  no  other  than  to  oblige  the  troops  to 
fierce  their  quarters  upon  the  inhabitants,  or  shew  their  resent* 
ment  in  some  shape,  that  might  afford  a  pretence  to  cry  out 
against  military  oppression,  to  alarm  the  continent,  and  obtain 
assistance  from  the  congress ;  and  as  there  was  a  suspicion  of 
their  project,  precautions  were  taken  to  defeat  it. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  aim  of  the  hot  leaders  here  has 
been  to  have  a  body  of  troops  in  pay,  and  under  their  direc- 
tion, and  to  persuade  the  other  colonies  to  contribute  towards 
the  expence ;  but  not  succeeding  in  that  attempt,  that  they 
have  next  tried,  in  this  provincial  congress,  to  usurp  the  go- 
vernment entirely,  as  the  surest  means  to  procure  both  money 
and  troops  by  their  own  authority.  This  is  pretty  apparent 
from  some  of  their  resolves,  as  well  as  from  what  has  fallen 
from  some  of  the  members  of  the  congress ;  but  they  have  not 
yet  been  aWe-to  bring  the  majority  into  their  schemes,  and  I 
don*t  find  that  their  new  treasurer  has  had  any  money  paid 
into  his  hands.  I  transmit  your  lordship  the  publications  of 
this  congress  since  my  last,  and  you  will  see  that  it  is  novp 

dissolved^ 
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dissolved,  and  that  another  is  to  be  chosen  In  February,  when 
the  chiefs  will  probably  try  to  get  members  more  inclined  to 
serve  their  ends.  Their  violence  terrified  many  of  their  party 
who  have  given  assistance  to  preserve  peace  and  quietj  by 
which  people  have  had  time  to  cool  and  hearken  more  to 
reason ;  but  I  don't  infer  that  they  are  more  inclined  to  receive 
the  new  laws,  or  that  a  little  matter  would  not  raise  them 
again.  But  people  who  have  been  mal-trcated  for  their  attach* 
ment  to  government,  have  recovered  themselves  dining  the 
calm,  and  in  several  places  hav^  associated  for  their  mutual 
defence.  I  have  been  given  to  hope  great  good  effefts  from 
these  associations,  which  I  have  taken  pains  to  promote^ 
though  I  confess  that  I  expedt  the  associators  will  be  composed 
only  of  former  protestors  and  addressers,  who  have  stood 
forth  for  a  time,  but  overwhelmed  by  superior  numbers,  have 
been  forced  to  recant. 

Moderation  has  been  prescribed  from'  this  country,  and 
their  correspondents  appear  to  have  advised  them  against  con*^ 
ciliatory  measures,  but  tp  fly  to  extremities.  I  enclose  your 
lordship  a  printed  extraft  of  a  letter,  the  contents  of  which 
was  spread  abroad  before  the  publication,  and  is  said  publicly 
to  have  been  written  by  a  gentleman  remarka]51e  for  his  cor- 
respondence with  this  country.  More  of  the  same  tenor  have 
been  written,  particularly  one  in  September,  it  is  said,  by  the 
same  person,  to  the  late  speaker,  wherein,  I  am  told,  he  ex- 
tols their  wisdom  in  procuring  a  general  congress,  and  disap- 
pointing the  views  of  administration  to  divide  the  colonies, 
and  recommends  union  and  the  most  vigorous  proceedings,  as 
the  surest  means  to  overcome  the  mother  country. 

Fronl  the  difficulty  to  procure  materials,  which  few  would 
venture  to  supply,  although  the  barrack  master  general  exerted 
himself  remarkably,  there  was  no  possibility  to  get  all  the 
troops  in  quarters  so  soon  as  we  wished,  arid  the  regiments 
from  Quebec  were  obliged  to  stay  in  the  transports  till  about 
ten  days  ago,  when  the  whole  was  under  cover. 

The  Asia  and  the  Boyne  are  arrived,  the  first  two  days  after 
the  Scarborough ;  and  we  are  waiting  impatiently  for  hews  df 
the  Somerset. 

P.  S.  Since  finishing  my  letter  I  have  received  some  vote* 
that  the  assembly  of  Rhode  Island  has  passed,  of  which  I  in- 
close a  copy,  together  with  a  copy  of  en  a^  passed  by  said  as- 
seihbly,  published  in  the  Newport  Mercury.  It  is  said,  that 
they  certainly  mean  to  try  here  to  usurp  the  government  at 
the  next  meeting  of  this  congress ;  and  it  is  added>  to  resume 
their  first  charter. 
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Cajfy  of  a  Nate  from  Lord  Viscount  Lisbume  to  the  Earl  of  Dart* 
mouthy  dated  Admiralty  Office^   \st  Oflober^  I774« 

IjORD  Lisbume  presents  his  compliments  to  Lord  Dart* 
mouth,  and  in  the  absence  of  the  other  commisuoners  of  the 
admiralty)  begs  leave  to  send  his  Lordship  the  inclosed  letter^ 
received  this  day  firom  admiral  Greaves,  to  be  laid  before  his 
Majesty. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  the  Eart  ^ 
Dartmouth,  dated  i^th  November,  1774. 

My  Lord, 
HAVING  received  a  letter  from  vice  admiral  Greave% 
commander  in  chief  of  his  Majesty's  sliips  in  North  America^ 
dated  the  23d  of  September  last,  at  Boston,  containing  some 
further  accounts  of  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  populace  in 
those  parts — ^%ve  send  yoiur  lordship  herewith  a  copy  thercoi^ 
in  addition  to  what  we  have  already  transmitted  to  you,  on  the 
same  subjeA  for  his  Majesty's  information. 

And  are,  &c. 
\SigneS]  Sandwich. 

J.  Buller. 
A.  Hervey. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
to  the  Earl  £/" Dartmouth,  dated  i/\th  January,  1775. 

(Received  15/.6  January.) 

My  Loud, 
HAVING  received  a  letter  from  vice  admiral  Greava^ 
commander  in  chief  of  his  Majesty's  ships  and  vessels  in  North 
America,  dated  the  1 5th  December  last,  giving  an  account  of 
the  arrival  of  his  Majesty's  ships  the  Asia>  Boyne  and  Scarbo- 
rough, at  Boston,  and  of  the  disposition  he  has  made  of  the 
squadron  under  his  command, 

We  send  your  lordship  herewith  a  copy  of  the  said  letter^ 
and  of  its  inclosures,  for  his  Majesty's  information. 

Wc  are,  my  lord. 

Your  lordship's  most  humble  servants. 

Sandwich*   - 
J.  Buller. 
A.  Hervq^. 

Extras 
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ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wallace  to  Vice  Admiral 
Greaves,  dated  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Rose,  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  12th  December,  1774. 

YESTERDAY  I  arrived  in  this  port,  with  his  Majesty's 
ship  under  my  command,  from  New  London  and  a  cruize,  of 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  the  8th  instant. 
Since  my  absence  from  this  place,  I  find  the  inhabitants  (they 
say  here  of  Providence)  have  seized  upon  tlie  King's  cannon, 
that  was  uppn  Fort  Island,  consisting  of  six  •24  pounders,  eigh- 
teen 1 8  pounders,  fourteen  6  pounders,  and  six  4  pounders, 
(the  latter  they  say  formerly  belonged  to  a  province  sloop 
they  had  here)  and  conveyed  them  to  Providence.  A  proce- 
dure so  extraordinary,  caused  me  to  wait  upon  the  governor, 
to  enquire  of  him  for  your  information,  why  such  a  step  had 
been  taken ;  he  very  frankly  told  me  they  had  done  it  to  pre- 
vent their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Kingy  or  any  of  his  ser- 
vants ;  that  they  meant  to  make  use  of  them  to  defend  them- 
selves against  any  power  that  shall  offer  to  molest  them.  I 
then  mentioned,  if,  in  the  course  of  carrying  on  the  King's  ser- 
vice here^  I  should  ask  assistance,  whether  I  might  cxpcdlany 
from  him,  or  any  others  in  the  government  ?  He  answered,  aa 
to  himself  he  had  no  pov/cr,  and  in  rcspc(£l  to  any  ether  part 
of  the  government,  I  should  meet  with  nothing  but  opposition 
and  difficulty.  So  much  fro^Ti  governor  IVanton.  Then  I  en- 
deavoured to  get  the  best  information  of  what  they  were  at 
from  otlier  quarters,  and  -  inclosed  I  send  it  to  you  \  among 
some  of  tlieir  votes  you  will  find  they  intend  to  procure  pow- 
der and  ball,  and  military  stores  of  all  kinds,  whenever  they 
can  get  them. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Wentworth  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  dated  l^cw  Hampshire,  Sth  of  Jun^  I774* 

{_Received  2d  of  August.] 

IN  my  letter  No.  59, 1  had  the  honour  to  -write  your  lord- 
ship, that  the  general  assembly  of  this  province  stood  proroeucd 
to  the  tenth  of  May,  at  which  time  they  met  and  proceeded 
upon  business ;  I  took  great  pains  to  pre\ail  on  theiii  not  to 
enter  into  any  extra  provincial  measures,  yet  one  of  the  mem* 
bers  for  Portsmouth  read  in  his  place  tlie  inclosed  letter,  .No: 
I.  to  the  committee  of  correspondence  of  Portsmouth^,  hut  the 
house  then  declined  considering  it.    On  Friday  27th  of  Mky; 

It 
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it  was  moved  to  appoint  committees  of  correspondence,  and^ 
afto*  a  warm  debate,  carried  by  a  majority  of  two  only:  th0 
next  morning  it  was  reconsidered,  and  carried  by  a  majority 
of  one  only,  and  passed  as  by  the  inclosm-es  No.  2  and  3.  Im- 
mediately after  this,  the  supply  bill  was  passed  and  sent  up  to 
the  comicil,  being  withheld,  as  I  imagine,  for  time  to  effeA 
the  other  measure.  I  directly  adjourned  the  assembly,  and 
kept  them  under  short  adjournments  till  this  day,  in  hopes  to 
obtain  a  suspension  of  these  votes;  but  finding  there  were  twof 
letters  in  town  for  the  speaker,  which,  some  of  those  who 
were'  most  active,  said,  were  to  appoint  a  congress  of  the  co-, 
lonies,  I  considered  it  to  be  improper  to  admit  their  proceed-^ 
ings,  and  therefore  immediately  put  an  end  to  the  committees^ 
(who  have  not  as  yet  wrote  or  a£led)  and  to  the  assembly,  by 
a  dissolution  in  a  message  (No.  4  herewith  transmitted)  cau* 
tiously  expressed,  in  such  general  terms,  as  to  prevent  any  mis- 
represensations.  This  mode  of  dissolution  after  such  short 
adjournments,  which  are  attended  by  few  members,  precluded 
any  meeting  of  those  persons  to  contrive  undesirable  measures^ 
or  pursue  those  in  their  private  capacity,  that  were  attempted 
as  an  assembly,  which  has  extremely  disconcerted,  and  I  hope 
will  counteract  the  efforts  of  those  that  strive  to  lead  this  pro-* 
▼ince  into  combinations  with  the  Massachusetts  Bay.  BdFore 
the  dissolution,  all  the  usual  and  necessary  business  of  the 
province  was  completed.  That  no  detriment  can  arise  from 
my  delaying  to  call  an  assembly,  in  expectation  that  a  fevr 
weeks  will  convince  those  who  may  be  members,  of  the  im^ 
prudence  and  error  of  measures,  that  tend  to  weaken  or  sub^ 
vert  the  subordination  of  the  colonies. 

JExtrart  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Wentworth  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,     dated  New  Hampshire,  ^h  July,  1774. 

ON  the  25th  of  Jimc,  at  night,  arrived  here  the  Grosvenor 
mast  8hip>  from  London,  with  twenty-seven  chests  of  bohea 
tea,  consigned  to  a  merchant  in  Portsmouth}  sometime  before 
the  arrive!  of  the  ship,  it  was  reported  that  a  quantity  of  bohea 
tea  was  expected.  Hereupon  I  took  effectual  precautions  to 
counteract  the  universal  disquiet  of  America,  from  contraven- 
ing the  acts  of  parliament  in  this  instance,  or  destroying  the 
property.  By  my  desire  the  consignee  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
master  of  the  .ship,  with  directions  how  to  proceed  on  his  ar- 
rivaL  This  letter  I  gave  to  captain  Cockran  of  his  Majesty's 
ship  William  and  Mary,  who  effected  my  orders  in  deliver- 
ing 
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ing  it  ^t  idea.    The  26th  beiag  Sunday)  nothing  wsrs  4one. 
Cte  the  t7th  the  master  and  merchant  went  early 'to  the  cus- 
tom^Jiouief  and  entered  .the  ship -and  cai^o,  -  At  noon  d^  the 
shq>'8  bdats  came  to  •  the  wharf  widi  ^ wenty-6even  -  chests  ^f 
tea,  hearts  were  prepared,  and  the  tea  immediately  carried  rto 
the  ciistom4xeu$e,  a^  there  stored,  before  any  people  couki 
ikssemble  to  obstruct  kw    The  tovm  not  suspecting  any  nxovo- 
xnent  until  my  tetum  from  Dover,  about  ten  miles  ofiy  wi^sre 
I  porpoaeiy  staid  during  this  fir^t  ^operation  to  secure  this  tyeot, 
which  I  foresaw  woiddbe  earned  quietly,  by  withdrawing  sus- 
picion, having  confided  my  plwEi  to  pr^p^  magistrates,. who  I 
knew  would  not  be  disappointed.    In  the  aftemomi  a  town 
meeting  was  convened  upon  the  occasion.    I  came  into  town 
and  psissed  cm  horseback  through  the  cokicoiunse^  who  treated 
me  with  db^ii'  usual  kisdbiess  and  respect.     At  the  meeting, 
it  wasrqplreseQited  to  the  people,  that  the  tea  being  now  lodged 
in:the  cvstom-houses  the  qiiestionwas  totally  changed,  that 
nothing  icould  be  done,  but  by  consent  of  and  s^reement  with 
the  itierclttnt.    The  meeting  proceeded  with'  coolness  and 
tenq>er  beyond  almost  my  hope,    b  was  proposed  that  a  com- 
mittee should  be  chose,  and  invested  with  powers  to  treat 
with  idle  merchant*    In  this  committee  of  eleven,  were  many 
principal  gentlemen,  £screet  men,  who  I  knew  detested  every 
idea  of  violatii^ property:  men  disposed  to  prevent. mischieft* 
The  town  also  chose  a  guard  of  freeholders,  to  protect  and  do- 
^fend  the  cf»t<M»-hou9e  and  the  tea  from  any  attempt  or  inter- 
ruption,  wUdi  being  sincerely  intended,  was  faithfully  ex«^ 
cuted.    On  the  23th  the  eonsignee  accepted  and  agreed  to  the 
proposals  <^  the  committee,  to  export  the  tea  to  any  market  he 
chose,  upon  conditi<m  the  town  woul4  reship  and. protect  it, 
while  in  the  harbour*    This  they  gladly  acceded  to,  and  the 
town  upon  adjournment  confimied  the  proceedings!  acoard- 
ingly  the  committee  and  the  consignee  together  were  at  the 
custom-house,  where  the  duty  was  openly  and  reguhurly  paid, 
and  the  tea  again  carted  through  the  streets  pubUdy  in  the  d^r 
time,  without  noise,  tumult  or  insult.     About  9  o'clock  P.  M. 
three  overheated  mariners  (two  of  them  strangers)  endeavour- 
to  excite  a  mob,  to  destroy  the  tea  ^nd  vessel  hired  to  export 
it.    Whereupon  I  sent  for  colond  Fenton  who  gathered  a  few 
gentlemen,  repaired  to  the  vessel,  and  with  lauddke  spirit  and 
prudence  they  personally  guarded  both  vessd  and  cargo  in' 
safety  till  the  next  morning.     On  the  .29th  A*  M»  the  comp- 
troler  of  the  customs  informed  me,  that  these  mariners  had  jgot 
drums,  and  were  assembling  thoughtless  people  to  destroy  the 
(tea  and  sloop.    At  the  same  time  I  received  a  letter^  No^  i ,  a 
«;.VoL.L  F  ^^Yl 
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copy  herewith  inclosed,  from  the  consignee,  desiring  my  iad 
md  assistance,  to  take  possession  of  the  sloop  and  cargo:  (feri^ 
upon  I  directed  the  sheriff  instantly  to  summon  the  councity 
and  eVery  magistrate  and  peace  officer  to  meet  me  forthwith 
on  the  wharf  were  the  vessel  lay,  determining  to  disperse  any 
riotous  attempts,  and  order  the  vessel  t6  the  castle;  while  I 
was  going  out  on  this  my  duty,  a  messenger  came  to  tell  me 
that  some  magistrates  and  two  of  the  council,  Mr.  Warner  and 
Mr.  Rindge,  who  happened  to  be  in  the  way,  hearing  i)x 
noise,  had  repaired  to  the  place,  and,  with  many  other^fire^ 
holders,  silenced  the  drums,  and  prevailed  on  the  people  to  dis- 
perse without  any  outrage.  At  this  time  I  received  a  second  - 
letter,  (No.  2,  herewith)  from  the  consignee,  to  the  same  pur- 
port as  the  first.  I  lost  no  time  in  writing  an  order  to  captain 
Cochran,  immediately  to  take  possession,  defend,  protect,  and 
safely  ddiver  the  said  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  merchant,  or  to 
his  orders ;  and  the  sheriff,  John  Parker,  Esq.  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  castle  in  his  absence,  as  will  appear  fully  by  the 
inclosure.  No.  3.  In  the  evening,  about  half  past  six,  observ- 
ing the  wind  to  be  contrary,  I  dispatched  a  second  order  to 
captain  Cochran,  still  to  continue  in  the  orders  of  the  morn^ 
ing,  as  by  the  inclosure.  No.  4.  These  orders  were  directly 
carried  into  effect,  with  a  prudence  and  firmness  that  does 
honour  to  both  the  officers.  On  the  30th,  the  pwner  of  the 
sloc^,  the  master,  and  the  supercargo,  to  whose  care  the  con- 
signee committed  the  tea,  came  on  board,  with  proper  custom 
house  clearances,  and  authority  from  the  consignee.  Captain 
Cochran  examined  the  twenty-seven  chests  of  tea,  found  them 
perfectly  safe,  and  in  good  order;  desired  the  three  last  men^ 
tioned  persons  to  examine  the  same,  which  they  did,  and  then 
received  both  vessel  and  cargo  into  their  possession,  and  forth- 
with sailed  for  Halifax. '  Mr.  Parker,  the  sheriff,  and  captain 
Cochran,  returned  to  their  respective  duties,  and  have  made 
return  of  their  doings,  on  my  orders,  as  in  the  inclosiires,  N5. 
5  and  6.  Duiing  these  transactions,  viz.  on  the  evening  of  the 
27th,  and  morning  of  the  28th,  I  told  the  collector  and  comp- 
trpler,  also  the  consignee, -that  if  they  wanted  any  aid  or  assis- 
tance, or  were  apprehensive  of  danger,  I  was  ready,  whenever 
they  would  apply  to  me,  and  would  not  only  issue  orders,  .but 
in  person  defend  them  ;  that  I  was  confident  the  magistrates 
and  freeholders  would  not  desert  me:  but  they  would  nqjt 
apply,  declaring  they  then  apprehended  no  danger. 


Ci^ 
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Copy  tf  a  Letter  from  Governor  Wcntworth  to  tie  JRwf/  g^Dart- 
mouth.  Dated  New  Hampshire^  tie  6tb  of  Jidy,  1774* 

^Received  tie  2d  of  Aapsst*'] 

^fay  it  please  your  liordship, 
UPON  hearing  the  committee  of  correspondence,  choMi 
by  the  late  assembly  of  this  province,  had  issued  letters  to 
those  members,  to  meet  this  day  in  the  representatives  cham* 
ber  in  Portsmouthj  there  to  deliberate  and  a£t,  particularly  to 
chuse  delegates  for  a  general  American  congress,  and  that 
some  of  the  said  persons  were  convened.  I  have  considered 
k  to  be  my  duty  to  his  Majesty  to  use  my  endeavours  to  dis- 
perse and  separate  so  illegal  and  unwarrantable  an  attempt. 
I  have  therefore  convened  his  Majesty's  council,  ordered  the 
sheriff  to  attend  me,  and  requiring  their  attendance  on  me,  I 
went  into  the  room,  and  immediately  read  the  inclosed  speech 
to  them;  afterwards  I  directed  the  sheriff  to  make  open  pro- 
clamation, for  all  persons  to  disperse  and  keep  the  King*$ 
peace,  which  was  done  before  they  had  entered  on  an^r'  busi- 
ness, and  I  expect  will  be  obeyed,  as  this  letter  must  be  for- 
warded by  express  66  miles  to  Boston,  and  reach  there  to- 
night, in  hopes  to  save  conveyance  by  admiral  Montagud. 
ynkatever  further  may  occur,  I  shall  take  due  care  to  transmit 
to  your  lordship  as  soon  as  possible,  allwhith  is  most  hum1>ly 
submitted,  dutifully  hoping  your  lordship's  favourable  repi^ 
sentationof  my  best  teal,  unremitted  diligence  and  fidelity,  in 
discharge  of  my  duty,  may  happily  be  honoured  with  hisMal- 
jesty's  approbation.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  most 
perfect  respeA,  &c. 

J.  Wentworth. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  the  Homurahk  Governor  Wentworth  to 
the  Earl  ^Dartmouth,  dated  New  Hampshire^  i  yh  July,  1 774. 

THE  convention  mentioned  in  my  dispatch,  No.  63,  im- 
mediately dispersed,  without  attempting  to  enter  into  any 
measures.  Those  gentlemen  with  some  others  dined  at  a 
tavern,  and  there  in  private  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  se- 
veral parishes  in  the  province,  that  they  choose  persons  to 
meet  at  Exeter  on  the  aist  instant,  for  the'purpose  of  appoint- 
ing delegates  to  attend,  and  be  part  of  an  American  congress, 
intended  to  assemble  the  ist  of  September  next,  in  Pennsylvania 
or  New  Jersey.    The  towns  were  desired  to  collect  vohu:iiC»^n 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  WenUvorth  to  the  Earl  ef 
Dartmouth i  dated  New  Hampshire^  ipb  September^  1774* 

[Received  14/A  November  J} 

ON  the  8th  instant^  about  sun-set,  arrived  in  the  port  of 
Piscataqua  the  Fox  mast-rship,  having  on  board  30  chests  of 
bohea  tea,  consigned  to  Mr.  Edward  Parry  of  this  town. 
Previous  to  this  arrival  it  had  been  reported  that  such  an  event 
was  expected :  I  therefore  early  instructed  captain  Cochran  of 
his  majesty's  Castle  William  and  Mary,  in  this  province,  to 
render  all  the  aid  and  assistance  in  his  power  upon  the  first 
application,  as  by  the  copy,  No.  i.  which  I  beg  leave  to  inclose 
•  to  your  lordship  herewith.  Accordingly  captain  Cochran,  al* 
ways  inde&tigable  in  his  duty,  went  off  to  the  ship  while  at 
sea  and  proffered  his  service.  Some  few  dap  before  this  vfu 
rival  letters  were  received  firom  London,  mentioning  the 
diipfring  of  the  tea  to  sundry  persons,  whence  it  became  veiy 
puWc.  A  ship  last  week  arrived  at  Salem  with  a  quantity  of 
tea  on  board,  sdso  confirmed  the  expectation  of  the  like  here. 
■These  things,  added  to  a  report  from  Salem  that  the  peofrie 
would  not  admit  the  tea  to  be  landed,  entered,  or  pay  the  duty 
there,  and  the  enthusiastic  spirit  of  that  province,  daily  gaun- 
ing  ground  both  there  and  here,  notwithstanding  my  utmost 
emnrtr  and  vigilance,  rendered  the  event  of  this  importation 
more  precarious  than  the  former,  and  raised  almost  insur* 
mountabk  obstacles  against  its  preservation. 

As  soon  as  it  was  generally  known  that  tea  was  arrived 
here,  the  disquiet  broke  forth  among  the  populace,  and  at  a 
a  qnsrter  past  ten  at  ni^ht  I  received  a. letter.  No,  2.  from  Mr. 
Ptf^,  informing  me  of  his  windows  being  broken  by  a  mob, 
.«A^  desiring  pmection.  At  half  past  ten  I  sent  Mr.MO!)onah, 
imy  private  secretary,  and  my  brother,  who  happened  to  be  at 
my  house,  to  enquire  of  Mr.  Parry  what  was  necessary,  and, 
.if  any  danger,  to  offer  him  the  protection  of  my  house,  which 
they  did ;  but  the  attempted  mob  having  subsided,  he  saw 
there  was  no  danger,  and  remained  quietly  and  safely  in  his 
•wn  lodgings.  At  three  quarters  past  9  A.  M.  of  the  9th 
instant,  Mr.  Barry  brought  me  a  petition  to  the  governor  and 
council,  praying  the  protection  of  government,  as  m  the  inclos- 
ed copy.  No.  3.  whereupon  I  convened  the  council  within  an 
hour,  and  received  advice  from  them  to  call  in  the  justices 
that  were  in  town,  and  required  their  execution  of  their  dutTf 
which  they,  with  laudable  prudence  and  firmness  immediatefy 
proceeded  upon,  and  with  desirable  success. 

Mxv 


A.  1775^  DEBATES.  71 

Mr.  Parry  and  captain  Norman  were  informed  of  these  pro- 
ceedings, and  by  me  told  at  the  coimcil  board,  \h^  the  go- 
vernor, council,  and  magistrates,  would,  upon  the  least  notice^ 
support  and  protect  them  and  their  property,  and  that  we 
should  all  be  in  readiness.  At  six  P.  M.  I  adjourned  till  nine 
o'clock  next  morning,  and  sent  for  the  chief  juiitice,  sheHfi^ 
and  attorney  general,  from  Exeter,  where  the  superior  was  and 
is  yet  sitting.  Also  Mr.  Gildman  and  Waldron  frt>m  Exeter 
&nd  Dover,  to  make  9  foil  council.  That  nothing  might  be 
tfranted  to  execute  the  law,  and  preserve  the  public  peace,  thp 
Council  sat  till  two  o'clock ;  and  no  fotther  application  madic 
nor  any  appearance  of  riot  or  violence  whatever.  I  proposed  ' 
tfo  the  council  to  consider  and  advise  me  what  further  ivas 
lieedfol  to  be  done  upon  the  petition;  this  was  inferred  to  ^ 
(rOmmittee  to  report  upon,  and  I  adjourned  till  Mond^iyy  the 
twelfth  instant,  ten  o  clock,  A.  M. 

■  During  this  period,  viz.  the  9th  and  loth  instant,  the  town 
meetings  were  agitated.  At  length  a. committee  Wfxjt  chos^  ta 
consult  with  Mr.  Parry  and  the  captain,  who  agreed  to  export 
the  tea  to  Halifax,  after  being  duly  entered^  and  paying-  the 
duty.  About  five  o'clock  P.  M.  of  loth,  IVfr.  Parry. ^dc^ 
tain  Norman  came  to  me,  and  informed  me  of  this  agceeniieott 
and  that  they  were  obliged-  to  the  government  for  their. prUf 
tection,  which  they  imagined  was  no  longer  necessary  on  this 
occasion.  However,  I  judged  it  prudent  to  meet  the  couQ^il^on 
Ae  adjournment,  and  to  have  the  council,  convened  ap^in 
the  afternoon,  as  there  was  a  town  meeting  sitting,  and  J  c^i^ld 
not  be  certain  df  established  quiet  tUl  that  was  over«'  'The 
vessel  with  th^  tea  sailed  the  nth  instant,  with  a  fair  wmd^  for 
Halifax,  and  the  town  is  in  peace.  The  whole  procedings  in 
council  on  this  affiiir  I  beg  leave  herewith  to  traoarait  to  your 
lordship  in  the  piq)ers.  No.  4. 

Notwithstanding!  I  can' still  have  thp  pleasure  to  represent  to 
your  lordship  ths^t  this  province  continues  more  moderate  than 
any  to  the  southward  1  yet,  at  the  same  time^  truth  requires  me 
to  suggest,  that  the  union  of  the  colonies  in  sentiment  is  not 
divid^  nor  lost  in  New-Hampshire,  although  they  have 
hitherto  been  prevailed  upon  to  abstain  from  acts  of  general 
violence  and  outrage,  and  the  l^ws  have  their  coiurse.  How 
long  it  will  remain  so  is  impossible  to  foresee ;  I  confess  much 
good  may  not  reasonably  be  counted  upon,  while  the  un- 
happy distractions  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  gain  ground,  and 
spread  with  such  violence  as  cannot  but  be  extremely  deplored 
by  every  considerate  man. 
-    '         >  ■ 

i.       .  F  4  Extract 
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Extraei(fa  Letter  from  Governor  Wenhoorth  to  the  EarlrfDmt** 
fnoutb^  dated  New^Hampshtri^  ipb  November ^  1774.      . 

\Received  ^th  January^  I77j] 

,  AT  ao  adjourmnent  of  a  town  meeting  in  Fortsmouthy  iu 
Octobdr  last»  fifty-two  voters  reconsidered  a  vote  of  sixty-sii^ 
irotes  in  a  previous  meeting,  ^^  not  to  grant  the  town  moneys 
far  a  donation  to  Boston ;  but  that  a  voluntary  subscription  be 
opened  iot  that  purpose."  This  lesser  number  granted  two 
hundred  pounds  prockmation  money,  which  is  near  ibur  times 
their  province  ta^t:. 

They  also  proceeded  to  choose  a  committee  of  forty-£iio 
persons,  chiefly  out  of  the  number  then  present,  who  stile 
themselves,  "  A  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means."  I  ~ 
one  half  the  number  refused  to  act.  The  remainder  conv< 
together,  and  prevailed  on  Mr.  Wentworth,  an  old  gentleman 
•f  seventy-e^ht  years,  and  lately  extremely  impaired  by  fi^ 
Invent  epilectic  fits,  to  be  their  chairman*  General  Gage  Iuit* 
ing  desired  me  to  fiirnish  some  carpenters  to  build  and  prepare 
qnarters  for  his  Majesty's  troops  in  Boston,  the  carpenters 
there  bemg  withdrawn,  and  the  service  miKh  distre^ed ;  % 
immediately  engaged  and  sent  him  a  party  of  able  men^  whiob. 
arrived  to  the  general,  and  are  very  usefiiL  However,  thie 
committee  considered  it  as  very  obnoxious,  and  chose  «.  u^. 
committee  firom  among  dieir  aptmg  members,  to  draw  up  ro*. 
solves  relative  to  this  matter,  which  I  am  informed  they  djidw 
and.  were  acccnrdingly  published  in  the  inclosed  New  Hanip*. 
shire  Gazette,  No.  $^0,  which  excited  the  designed  iniinfw 
through  the  interior  parts  of  the  province,  and  soldy  ^e  rise 
to  the  proceedings  at  Rochester,  as  publifihed  in  the  (St3Getle». 
No.  942,  herewidi  transmitted.  Indeed,  had  not  the  Rochcitcr 
f  Gonmittee  acted  with  great  prudence,  and  consented  to  call 
Mr.  Austin,  before  them,  it  is  greatly  to  be  apprAcoded-  ^qry 
essential  outrages  would  have  been  commuted,  on  his  estiata^. 
and  hi&  person  endangered  through  the  violence  of  ^  H#4ii^f|j|^ 
populace.  From  these  motives  <mly  were  those  three  gentle*^ 
mejk  in  Rochester  prevailed  on  to  act  in  a  business  thcwjhoir 
jtS  which  they  publiicly  disapproved,  but  had  not  ppwer  to.  aop-* 
nress.  During  these  agitations  captain  Holland,  by  deifareol^ 
origadier  general  Robinson,  had  purchased  some  blan]Det9.fiar 
theamay.  The  committee  forbad  him  to  ship  any^  and  he  i«p— 
mediately  sent  them  all  to  my  house  for  safety,  whence  I  dU 
rectly  shipped  them  for  Boston,  and  they  are  safebr  detimsd^ 
En  the  counties  of  HiUsborough  and  Cheshire  I  have  heard 
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there  have  been  several  reprehensible  violences  committed, 
under  popular  pretenices.  of  liberty ;  hitherto  there  has  bee& 
no  complaints  made  to  me ;  nevertheless  I  took  such  mea- 
sures, that,  I  am  informed  by  the  magistrates  of  those  coun- 
ties, the  diflfculties  begin  to  subside.  But  I  cannot  flatter 
mysdfu^ithiSMiyf  reasonable  hppes  of  the  legal  establishment 
c^  thq  powers  of  government  in  this  province,  until  they  axe 
efibctually  Fostpved  in  the  Massachuset's  Bay.  I  have  been 
successful  in  prevailing  on  soldiers  deserted  from  the  King^s 
troops  at  Boston^  to  return  to  their  duty,  through  the  spirited 
and  [MTudaiH  activity  of  major  Thompson,  a  nulitia  officer  of 
New  Hamp^l^ine,.  whose  management,  the  general  writes  me, 
promises  farther  success.  The  town  of  Exeter  have  followed 
the  example  of  Portsmouth,  and  granted  one  hundred:  pounds 
to^ostoi^  aadl  af^Nnehend  many  other  town&  will  do  the 
like. 

S^itrset  (f^aJLett^  from  G^vimor.  WenhvorA  to  the  Earl  of  Dmt^ 
nmitb^  difkd  New  Hanipfbiref  2d  December^  1 774* 

^Received  I2tb  jfanuarjf  17 75 J 

THE  fonmng  a  continrntat'  congress  was  so  universally 
adopted  by  theother  colonies^  that  it  was  impossiUe  to  pre- 
vent this  province  fixnn  joining  tberetn,  and  accepting  the* 
njueasuresrdsxiiiimended)  which  aiie  roeeivcdim|^cidy:  sogreat 
IS  the  present  dduskm,  that  most  people  receive  them  as  mat- 
ters or  oboUcpce,  not  crfi  considerate  examination,  whereon 
they  may  exebctse  their  own  judgment*  Accordingly  on  their 
first  piddkation  the  adoW' part  of  the  committee  mentioned 
in  my  dispatdk^No*  6^  ferhid  an  exportation  of  fifty  sheqp, 
the  ad^Motune  of  a  ship-xnastos  bound  to  the  West-Indies,  and 
caused himast some  loss,  to  di^xise  of  his  sheqp^  and  tirade 
the  provisicm  made  for  them. 

"  Ijbisday  the.provindalcon^nittee nominated  at  Exeter  by 
the  electors  of  me  delegates  to  the  congress,  have  published 
their  mandate,  herewith  inclosed,  for  a  general  submission  to 
the  resolves  of  the*  congress,  signed  by  their  chairman,  who 
was  npea)e;er  m  the  late  generalvassembly. 

£t  IS  mujc)^,to  be  wished  the  colonies  had  pursued  the  mode . 
qjE  representation  yoiur  lordship  is  pleased  to  niention.-  At: 
present,  I  apprehend,  the  respective  assemblies  will  em&race: 
the  first  hour  of  their  meeting  formally  to  recognize  all  the* 
{proceedings,  of  the  congress,  and  i£  they  should  superadd,  ir. 
will  not  .probably  be  less  violent  than  the  example  which  wiQ 
'he.their.  sMindation. 


74  PARLIAMEtJTART  A.  17)^;- 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  CoUen  to  the  Eat/ 
^ Dartmouth y  dated  New  Torkj  /\th  Maj^  I774. 

{^Received  6th  June. 

CAPTAIN  LOCKYER  with  the  so  long  lo6ked  for  tea  froi« 
the  India  Company  arrived  at  Sandy  Hook  on  the  19th  of  last 
month.  The  ship  came  no  farther  up,  and  A  fe^  days  aftef 
sailed  from  thence  again  for  London  with  the  tea  on  boardi- 
Neither  the  Captain  nor  any  other  made  the  least  amplication 
to  me  about  the  ship  or  her  cargo.  The  accoimt  of  this  affair 
published  in  the  inclosed  news-paper,  is  as  particular  and  full 
as  any  that  I  could  procure. 

In  the  same  paper  your  lordship  will  find  an  account  of' 
some  more  violent  proceedings  against  a  parcel  of  tea  imported  - 
by  Captain  Chambers,  of  the  ship  London,  who  arrived  here 
while  Captain  Lockyer  was  in  tliis  place.  As  no  application 
was  made  to  me  by  Captain  Chambers,  or  any  other,  beforef 
or  since  this  riotous  event,  I  cannot  give  your  Lordship  a  bet- 
ter account  of  it  than  is  contained  in  tlu:  printed  paper. 

It  happened  early  in  the  evening,  and  though  a  pretty  large 
number  of  spectators  were  assembled,  the  quarter  where  I  re* 
side  and  th^  greater  part  of  the  town  was  perfectly  quiet.  It 
is  said  Captain  Chambers  drew  the  particular  resentment  of 
the  people  upon  himself  by  the  duplicity  of  his  conduct.  Last 
voyage  he  claimed  applause  here  for  being  the  first  who  refused 
to  take  the  India  company's  tea  on  board  his  ship,  and  receiv-  > 
ed  public  thanks  from  the  people  of  this  place  for  it. 

A  few  days  after  Governor  Tryon  went  from  hence,  a  small: 
sloop  loaded  with  Dutch  tea,  duck,  &c.  was  seized  by  an  offi- . 
cer  of  the  Custom-house.  She  was  taken  in  this  port  at  noon. 
day,  and  secured  without  any  tumult  on  the  occasion. 

• 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Genera!  Haldimand  to  the  Earl  of 
Darttnouth^  dated  New  Torky  15/A  May^  1774. 

THE  accounts  received  before  the  arrival  of  the  packet  !sa. 
late  as  the  14th  of  April,  had  made  known  the  plan  of  opera- 
tion intended  to  bring  Boston  to  a  sense  of  order  and  decency^' 
so  that  on  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  General  Gage  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  place  will  not  be  at  a  loss  what  they  are  to  expect 
if  they  will  prove  refractory ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  many  people 
here  that  they  will  acknowledge  their  fault,  pay  for  it,  and  en«: 
deavour  to  reinstate  themselves  into  his  Majesty's  favomr  by  a;  ■ 
proper  submission.    I  wish  it  may  be  the  case,  as  there  is  noi ' 

knowing 
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knowing  how  &r  the  £icti6us  spirit  of  a  few  leading  men  may 
carry  an  inconsiderate  multitude,  who  have  imbibed  the  most 
romantk  notions  of  independence  and  liberty,  and  there  will 
not  fail  to  be  such  papers  propagated  amongst  them  in  order  - 
to  spirit  them  up.  TTie  act  of  parliament  relative  to  the  port 
of  Boston  is  already  reprinted  here  with  such  representations 
as  may  possibly  answer  that  end.  I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose 
to  your  Lordship  one  of  those  papers  handed  about  this  toWn 
gratis. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Major  General  Haldimand  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmqutby  dated  New  Torky  1st  June^  1774* 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  with  the 
apparent  effect,  which  the  late  vigorous  measures  adopted  by 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  have  made  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  this  coimtry ;  the  few  who  entertained  more 
loyal  and  liberal  ideas  of  government,  are  now  induced  and 
encouraged  to  speak  their  minds,  with  more  freedom,  and  fear 
not  to  disapprove  the  rash  proceedings  of  their  countrymen, 
blindly  led  by  a  few  hot-headed  and  designing  men  ;  this  has 
operated  so  far,  as  to  prevent  hitherto  the  effect  of  the  resolu- 
tion warmly  urged  by  a  number  of  violent  enthusiasts  to  shut 
up  their  ports  themselves  both  here  and  at  Philadelphia,  and  to 
decline  any  importation  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or 
exportation  to  any  of  the  W^st-India  islands,  until  the  act 
against  the  town  of  Boston  should  be  repealed. 

The  more  timid  amongst  them,  actuated  by  self-interest 
and  common  prudence,  have  joined  the  few  who  dared  to 
stand  forth  against  such  outrageous  and  illegal  combinations ; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  measure  was  rejected  5  but  it  is 
to  be  feared  th^t  the  fire  is  gnly  smothered  at  present,  and 
might  break  out  a-new  unless  the  measures  said  to  be  adopted 
subsequent  to  the  Boston  port  bill  should  prove  sufficient  to 
r^tore  the  good  order  and  harmony  so  essential  to  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  to  assure  the  dependance  of  the  latter  on  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  in  time  remove  the  prejudices 
now  subsisting. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  to  the  Earl 
ef  Dartmouth^  dated  New  Tork,  ist  June,  1774^ 

[^Received  4th  July*'] 

THE  act  of  parliament  shutting  up  the  port  of  Boston  wa$ 
liroughtto  this  place  bv  a  merchant  vessel  a  few  days  before  I 
received  it  fix>m  your  Lordship's  officer 
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The  act  was  immediately  published  in  aH  our  newB*papae% 
and  was  the  subject  of  all  coDYersatiom  I  knew  that  peofilr 
iihiversally  in  this  colony  had  received  such  ideas  of  bemg 
taxed  at  the  pleasure  of  parliament,  that  I  was  particularibf 
anxious  upon  this  occasion  to  discover  the  sentiments  of 
who  might  have  most  influence  over  others,  and  was 
by  the  gentlemen  of  the  council,  and  others  of  weiglf t  in. 
city^  tb^t  no  means  would  be  omitted  to  prevent  die  ko& 
headed  people  taking  any  measures  that  might  endanger  tl^ 
peace  and  quiet  of  the  colony. 

The  men  who  at  that  time  called  themselves  the  committee» 
who  dictated,  and  acted  in  the  name  of  the  people,  were  many 
of  them  of  the  lower  rank,  and  all  the  warmest  zealots  of  those 
caQed  the  sons  of  liberty.  The  more  considerable  merchants 
or  citizens  seldom  or  never  appeared  among  them;  but  I 
beUeve  were  not  displeased  with  the  clamour  and  opposition 
that  was  shewn  against  internal  taxation  by  parliament. 

The  principal  inhabitants  being  now  afraid  that  these  hot- 
headed men  might  run  the*city  into  dangerous  measures,  ap- 
peared in  a  considerable  body  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  people 
after  the  Boston  port  act  was  published  here.  They  dissolved 
the  former  committee,  and  appointed  a  new  one  of  fifty-one 
persons,  in  which  care  was  taken  to  have  a  nun^iber  of  the  most 
prudent  and  considerate  people  of  the  place,  some  of  them  have 
not  before  joined  the  public  proceedings  of  the  opposition, 
and  were  induced  to  appear  in  what  they  are  sensible  is  an  ili-' 
legal  character,  from  a  consideration  that  if  they  did  not  the 
bminess  would  be  left  in  the  same  rash  hands  as  before. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  Boston  with  an  invitation 
firom  that  town  to  the  sister  colonies,  immediately  to  come  into 
a  resolution  to  refrain  from  any  commerce  with  Great  Britaw 
and  the  West-India  islands,  till  the  act  for  shutting  up  the  port 
of  Boston  was  repealed.  A  printed  handbill  of  thb  proposal 
IS  mclosed. 

I  am  informed  that  the  new  committee  in  their  answer  to 
Boston,  have  given  them  no  reason  to  expect  that  the  n^er* 
chants  of  this  place  will  adopt  so  extravagant  a  measure,  an$|. 
people  with  whom  I  converse  assure  me,  that  they  think  it 
cannot  be  brought  about  by  the  most  zealous  advocates  of 
opposition.  As  yet  no  resolutions  have  been  taken  by  the 
people  of  this  colony,  and  the  cool  prudent  men  will  endeavoiur 
to  keep  measures  in  suspense  till  they  have  an  opportunity  of 
adopting  the  best.  I  am  told  they^  have  proposed  that  the 
colonies  be  invited  to  send  deputies  to  meet  together,  in  ardet 
to  petition  the  king  for-  redress  of  grievances^  and  dehbaeaie 

upon 
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upon  some  plan  -whereby  the  jealousies  between  Great-Britain 
and  her  colonies  may  be  removed.  It  is  allowed  by  the  intel- 
ligent amon?  them^  that  these  assenftlies  of  the  people  without 
authority  of  government  are  illegal,  and  may  be  dangerous, 
but. they  deny  that  they  are  unconstitutional  when  a  national 
grieinnce  cannot,  otherwise'  be  removed.  What  resolutions 
will  be  taken  I  cannot  yet  say.  The  government  oif  this  pro- 
vince has  no  coercive  power  over  th^se  assemblies  of  the  peoples 
but  the  authority  of  the  magistrates  in  all  other  cases  is  sub- 
mitted to  as  usual. 

Cof>y  (fa  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  to  the  Earl^ 
Dartmouth^  dated  New  Tork,  6th  of  July ^  I774» 

\Received  i  *jth  August.'] 

IN  my  letter  of  June  ist,  I  informed  your  lordship,  that  the 
people  of  this  city  had  chosen  a  committee  of  fifty-one  persons 
to  correspond  with  the  sister  colonies,  on  the  present  political 
affairs  5  that  many  of  this  committee  were  of  the  most  consi- 
derable merdiants,  and  men  of  cool  tempers,  who  would  en- 
deavour to  avoid  all  extravagant  and  dangerous  measures. 
They  have  had  a  continual  struggle  with  those  of  a  different 
disposition,  and  having  for  seiveral  weeks  succeeded  in  sus- 
pending any  resolutions,  I  was  in  hopes  they  would  have  main- 
tained the  only  conduct  which  can  excuse  them.  But  ac- 
counts repeatedly  coming  to  hand  from  different  parts  of  the 
continent,  of  the  appointment  of  deputies  to  meet  in  a  general 
congress,  this  measure  was  so  strenuously  pushed,  that  it  was 
carried  in  the  committee  of  fifty-one  on  Monday  last,  and  five 
persons  were  named  for  the  deputies  from  this  province  \  the 
persons  nanied  are,  James  Duane,  and  John  Jay,  twcf  eminent  ^ 
lawyers,  Isaac  Xiow,  Philip  Livingston,  and  John  Alsop, 
merchants.  I  am  told  a  violet  effort  was  made  in  the  com- 
mittee to  have  John  Scott,  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  Alexander 
M'Dougle,  named  in  .place  of  Jay  and  Alsop  \  it  is  said  the 
people  are  to  meet  on  llmrsday,  to  approve  the  deputies  named 
by  the  committee.  These  transactions  are  dangerous,  my 
lord,  and  illegal,  but  by  what  means  shall  government  prevent 
them  ?  An  attempt  by  the  power  of  the  civil  magistrate  would 
only  shew  their  weakness,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  say  upon  what 
foundation  a  military  aid  should  be  called  in,  such  a  measure 
would  involve  us  in  troubles,  which  it  is  thought  much  more 
prudent  to  avoid  \  and  to  shun  all  extremes,  while  it  is  yet 
]|Ki8sible,  things  may  take  a  favourable  turn.  The  pmpose  of 
Ihe  congress,  it  is  said)  is  to  petition  for  a  redress  of  grieva.wc<^<k 
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snd  to  consider  of  a  plan  for  settling  the  controversy  with 
Great  Britain.  But  no  instructions  for  the  deputies  have  yet 
appeared  that  I  know  of. 

The  present  political  zeal  and  phrenzy  is  almost  entirely 
confined  to  the  city  of  New  York,  the  people  in  the  counties  arc 
no  ways  disposed  to  become  active,  or  to  bear  any  part  in  whaf 
b  proposed  by  the  citizens.  I  am  told  all  the  counties  but  one 
have  declined  an  invitation  sent  to  them  firom  New  York,  to 
appoint  committees  of  correspondence.  This  province  is  every 
where,  my  lord,  except  in  the  city  of  New  York,  perfectly 
quiet  and  in  good  order,  and  in  New  York  a  much  greater 
freedom  of  speech  prevails  now  than  has  done  heretofore.  An 
opposition  has  been  declared  to  the  vile  practice  of  exhibiting 
effigies,  which  I  hope  will  prevent  it  for  the  future. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Cdden  to  the  Earl 
of  Dartmout%i  dailfd  New  Tork,  2d  August ^  '774- 

[Received  ^th  Septemher."] 

IN  my  letter  No.  3,  I  submitted  to  your  lordship  my  opi- 
nion, that  government  here  cannot  prevent  the  frequent  meet- 
ings of  the  people,  which  have  become  common  every  where  ; 
and  I  am  now  convinced,  that  if  government  had  interfered, 
the  most  violent  men  would  have  gained  great  advantage,  and 
would  have  prevented  the  acquiescence  in  the  nomination  of 
moderate  men,  which  has  now  taken  place  to  meet  at  the  ge- 
neral congress  of  deputies  from  all  the  ccdonies,  proposed  to 
be  held  at  Philadelphia  next  month. 

The  meeting  of  the  delegates,  I  am  of  opinion,  cannot  be 
prevented^  if  they  pursue  only  such  prudent  measures  as  are 
calculated  to  remove  the  destructive  dissensions  which  subsist 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  the  meeting  though 
illegal,  it  may  be  hoped,  wfU  produce  some  good. 

Great  pains  have  been  taken  in  the  several  counties  of  thi^ 
province  to  induce  the  people  to  enter  into  resolves,  and  to 
send  committees  to  join  the  city  committee,  but  they  have  onhr 
prevailed  in  Suffolk  county,  in  the  east  end  of  Long  Island, 
which  was  settled  from  Connecticut,  and  the  inhabitants  still 
retain  great  similarity:  of  manners  and  sentiments. 

From  a  view  of  the  numerous  resolves  of  the  people  in  al^ 
the  colonics,  which  appear  in  every  news-paper,  your  lordship 
miTht  b^  led  to  think  a  stnpid  fatal  hardiness  intoxicated  the 
whole.  But  there  are  every  v/here  many  people  who  are  seriously 
alarmed  at  the  criticd  posture  of  the  contention  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies-;  they  look  forward  with  the  deepest 

anxietys 
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aQXiety,  wd  would  rejofee  In  any  prudent  plaoiorrrestoring 
)iarmony  Mi  Sfecurity.  Could  it  be  thought  consistent  with 
the  wisdom  of  parliament  to  lay  aside  the  right  of  raising  mo- 
ney on  the  subjects  in  America,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  that  the 
$ever;4  American  assemblies  shpuld  grant  and  secure  to  the 
crown  a  sufficient  and  permanent  supply  to  pay  all  the  officers 
and  ordinary  expence  of  government,  they  are  of  opinion  this 
"would. be  a  ground-work  upon  which  a  happy  reconciliation 
might  be  effected;  the  dependance  of  the  colonies  on  Great 
j^itain  secured,  government  maintained^  and  this  destructive 
contest  amicably  terminated.  For  this  purpose  they  hope  an 
address  to  his  majesty  will  be  formed  at  the  .general  congress. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  to  the  Earl 
of  ffartmcutkf  dated  New  TTorky  'jih  September ^  ^774- 

{Received  nth  October.']  ^ 

THE  destruction  of  captain  Chambers's  tea  was  so  unex- 
pected and  sudden,  that  no  measures  could  be  previously 
thought  of  to  prevent  it. 

Afterwards  the  gentlemen  of  property  and  principal  mer- 
dfiapts  attended  the  meetings  of  the  populace,  when  called 
together  by  their  former  demagogues,  who  thereby  have  lost 
their  influence,  and  are  neglected.  The  populace  are  now 
directed  by  men  t)f  diffiqrent  principles,  and  who  have  much 
at  stake.  Many  paperS:  iiave  been  published  in  this  city  to 
expose  the  measures  which  had  been  proposed  by  the  former 
demagogues  in  opposition  to  government.  Men  now  speak 
and  publish  sentiments  in  favour  of  government,  and  argue 
upon  the  political  subjects  of  the  times,  with  much  greater 
freedom  and  security  than  has  been  known  here  for  some 
years  past,  which  I  hope  is  a  sign  that  the  licentious  spirit 
which  has  governed  the  people  to  their  great  disgrace  is 
checked :  we  have  no  more  burning  of  effigies,  or  putting 
jcut-throat  papers  under  people's  doors. 

I  hope  I  am  not  deceived  in  thinking  that  the  people  of  this 
province  will  cautiously  avoid  giving  any  new  offence  to  the 
parliament ;  but  great  numbers  are  so  fluctuating,  that  some 
unexpected  incident  may  produce  bad  effects. 

The  five  gentlemen  whom  I  formerly  informed  your  lord- 
ship were  appointed  by  this  city  to  be  their  delegates  at  the 
general  congress>  went  to  Philadelphia,  the  place  of  meetings 
last  week.  Seven  coimties  of  this  province,  neither  appointed 
4clegatei  for  themselves^  nor  concurred  in  the  choice  made  by 
'  the 


/' 
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tbe  dty;  and  two  counties  have  sent  ddegitei  6f  their  o«nu 
I  found  the  city  delegates  were  embarrassed  by  th»  **^«— rriiTn 
of  the  peofde. 

I  - 

Extract  of  a  Letter frttm  Lieutenant  Governor  CoUen  UibtRkH 
of  Dartmouth^  dated  New  Tork^  ^ti  October,  1774. 

BY  my  ktter  of  the  7th  of  September,  your  lordship  wonld 
find  I  entertained  hopes  tliat  the  people  of  this  province  wooU 
adopt  moderate  measures,  and  avoid  giving  any  new  offcnoe 
to  the  parliament*  I  knew  such  were  the  sentiments  of  the 
fiumers  and  country  people  in  general,  who  make  a  great  ni^> , 
jority  of  the  inhabitants. 

A  great  deal  of  pains  has  been  taken  to  persuade  the  coim^ 
ties  to  choose  delegates  for  the  congress,  or  to  adopt  those  sent 
by  this  city.     Several  of  the  counties  have  rcfiised  to  be  con- 
cerned in  the  measure.    In  Queen's  county,  where  I  have  a 
house,  and  reside  the  summer  season,  six  persons  have  not 
been  got  to  meet  for  the  purpose ;  and  the  inhabitants  remain 
firm  in  their  resolution  not  to  join  in  the  congress.    In  the 
counties  that  have  joined  in  the  measures  of  tiie  city,  I  ain. 
informed  the  business  has  been  done  by  a  very  fisw  pertons^ 
who  took  upon  themselves  to  aA  for  the  fireeholders.    A  gen- 
tleman who  was  present  when  the  delegates  were  chosen  in 
Orange  county,  sap  there  were  not  twenty  persons  at  the 
meeting,  though  there  are  above  a  thousand  freeholders  in 
that  county;  and  I  am  told  the  case  was  similar  in  otbcr 
counties  that  are  said  to  have  joined  in  the  congress. 

The  violent  men  in  this  city  who  lost  the  lead  among-the 
peoj^e  when  the  committee  of  fifty-one  were  appointed,  as 
menticmcd  in  my  former  letters  to  your  lordship,  hoped  the^ 
liad  got  an  opportunity  to  regain  their  importance,  wd  to 
throw  the  city  into  confusion,  on  occasion  of  orders  which 
were  received  by  some  of  our  merchants  to  furnish  articles 
wanted  by  the  army  at  Boston.  These  violent  men  last  week 
called  a  meeting  of'^the  citizens,  which  few  but  the  lower  class 
of  pec^le  attended,  and  not  a  great  many  of  them  ^  yet  they 
had  the  impudence  to  send  a  committee  to  the  merchants  who 
were  engaged  in  supplying  the  articles  wanted  by  the  army  at 
^oston,  with  a  very  impertinent  message,  and  endeavoured  to 
deter  them  and  all  others  from  furnishing  the  army  and  ■' 
transports  with  any  thing  whatever,  These  manoeuvres  <x»- 
^asioned  some  bustle  among  the  people  for  a  few  days,  an4 
obliged  the  committee  of  fifty-one  to  desire  a  meeting  of  the 
inhabitants  on  Friday  last,  when  a  hqrge  body  of  the  princ^ial 

people 
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'people  and  merchants  appeared,  and  declared^  that'those^^vfab 
had  taken  upon  them  to  threaten  the  merdiants  had  a£tad 
without  any  authority  firom  the  public,  and  that  they  highljr 
disapproved  of  their  conduA ;  which  has  once  more  silenced 
the  turbulent  faAious  few,  who  are  never  easy  when  the  pecn>le 
are  quiet  and  orderly.  The  merchants  now  go  on  completmg 
their  orders  without  farther  interruption. 
'  It  is  my  duty  to  give  your  lordship  the  best  information  I 
am  able  of  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  this  province. 
"With  this  view  I  mention  the  most. material  transafiions 
amoh^  them.  It  is  extremely  difficult  at  such  times  to  give- 
an  opinion  of  what  may  happen.  The  most  trifling  unfore* 
seen  incident  may  produce  the  greatest  events.  I  have  already 
said»  my  lord,  that  I  am  well  assured  almost  the  whole  inha^ 
bitants  in  the  counties  wish  for  moderate  measures;  they 
think  the  dispute  with  Great  Britain  is  cairied  far  enougl^ 
snd  abhor  the  thoughts  of  pushing  it  to  desperate  lengths.  In 
the  city  a  large  majority  of  the  people  wish  that  a  non-im^ 
portation  agreement  may  not  be  proposed,  and  were  very  much 
surprised  on  finding  that  such  a  measure  wotild  prolnbly  be 
resolved  on  by  the  congress.  I  have  some  hopes  that  our 
merchants  will  avoid  a  non-importation  agreeznent,  even  if 
proposed  bv  the  congress.  I  am  certain  a  majority  of  the 
most  considerable  are  convinced  it  is  a  wrong  measure,  and 
wish  not  to  come  into  it  (  but  whether  they  will  have  resohi- 
tion  enough  to  oppose  the  sentiments  of  all  the  other  colonies, 
can  only  be  known  when  they  are  put  to  the  triaL  • 

The  speeches  in  parliament,  and  other  inflammatory  papers 
publishol  in  London,  and  reprinted  in  America,  make  the 
worst  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  people.  Tliey  are  op- 
posed in  this  place  by  publishing  more  papers  in  favour  of 
administration,  and  against  .measures  which  must  be  oflensive 
to  parliament,  than  in  all  the  other  colonies  put  together. 

Extra5i  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Colden  to  the  Earl 
of  bartmouthy  dated  New  York,  2d  November ,  1774^ 

[^Received  lyh  December  J] 

THE  congress  at  Philadelphia  broke  up  last;  week.  They 
have  published  an  extraA  c£  their  proceedings,  of  which  I* 
enclose  your  lordship  a  copy.  It  was  received  in  this  place 
jonly-two  days  aeo,  so  that  there  has  not  been  time  tp  discover 
the  general  sentiments  of  the  people  upon  it«  ,It  iscqtain, 
|hat  the  measures  of  the  copgress  do  not  meet  with  m^^^- 

Voir.  L  G  ^w» 
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jtetttt  toftCi  biit^'  on  the  cbntnffyi  the  people  even  hx  the  Ay 
i^ppear  to  be  ndier  distatisfiecL  They  contiBue^  so  far.ap  1 
etn  diacovtir,  trerse  to  aU  Tidem  and  inritating  Tlie^ 

iticrrhants  seem  to  disreltdi  the  non-importation  asaociation^ 
andi-if  I  am  not  veiy  much  deceived^  die  farmers  will  not 
bear  the  noi>-eB(pertalton  i  but  at  present  it  is  itaipoisible  t» 
say  with  certainty  what  steps  th^  people  ¥rill  take  in  oonae^ 
^oenbe  of  wbat  &at  been  advised  and  determined  bf  tfae 


I  think  I  may  contintie  to  assure  your  lordship)  that  a  jOitm 
nnjcrity  in  diis  fMnovince  are  very  far  from  approving  o^^Mi 
aattravagant  and  dangerous  measures  of  the  New  KngTandg9>» 
vermnents»  that  Aey  abhor  the  thoughts  of  a  civil  wart  aiMJt 
denre  nothing  so  much  as  to  have  an  end  put  totbiaiwha;|py 
dinute  with  the  mother  country. 

.  pur  assembly  have  not  met  £Dr  some  years  past  till  after  tkt. 
Qiristmas  hdidays..  Before  that  time  I  will  endeavotir  tp 
lcam>  whether  L  may  expeft  that  they  will  propose  coadiiUa(|f- 


•• 


Nothing  material  has  happened  in  this  place  since  waf,lm$t 
letter  to  your  lordihtpb  The  jnerchants  are  at  present  enHgm^. 
muring  to  sift  out  each  other's  sentiments  upon  the  iiinriitjin 
proposed  by  die  congress ;  a  cettain  sign,  I  take  it|  that  iimf 
iHah  to  avoid  it.  About  eighty  artificers  went  from  Innce 
witk  general  Haldimand  to  work  on  die  barracks  there§  gad, 
last  week  iron  pots  and  stores  were  duipped  for  the  use  of  thc- 
troops  at  Boston^  without  an  atten^it  being  made  to  pre^ 


S^ra8  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  ColJen  to  the  i 
fl^  Varimcuthi  dated  New  Torky  nth  December ^  '774-  '     ' 

[Received  6tb  yanuary^  I'JT^^  .     ., . 

NOTWITHSTANDIKG  the  business  which  at  this  tinie 
aritates  America  is  such,  that  we  continually  expcA  some  event' 
of  ,gftiakt  nnportance,  what  has  occurred  in  this  province  tinqe 
my  letter  to  your  lordship  of  the  ad  of  November,  has  no| 
been  very  material 

The  uit  diing  done  here  inconsequence  of  theMMJMWf ' 
oFtlic  tongres%.was  the  di»ohition  ot  the  comdiitt^  of.^ifty— 
one^  in  4xder  to  choose  a  new  committee  to  csarvy  th#  TN^i 
sures  of  the  congress  into  effeft:  a  day  was  app(Miilf4  jbf 
advettisementi  fer  choosing  sixty  persons  to  focm  tUp^iMW: 
<>«punHlBC*^'  **;Vi..- 
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About  thirty  or  forty  citizens  appeared  At  the  cdefHon^  and 
chose  the  sixty  persons  who  had  been  previously  named  by  tfat 
former  committee :  I  can  no  otherwise,  my  lord,  Hocoont  fior 
the  very  small  number  of  people  who  appeared  on  thii  occa* 
sion,  than  by  supposing  that  the  measures  of  the  ijftogicii  art 
generally  disrelished. 

The  non-importation  association  afiefh  the  smtmlers  at 
well  as  the  fair  traders.  No  tea  is  to  be  imported  mm  any 
part  of  the  world,  after  the  first  day  of  this  month. 

The  smugglers  expe6l  large  quantities  of  Dutch  tea^^  and 
insist  that  it  shall  be  exempted  from  the  efieft  of  the  assodaii' 
lion ;  others  declare,  diat  the  fair  traders  shall  not  be  the  oidy 
sufferers.  It  is  a  dispute  which  I  think  may  very  probably 
defeat  the  association.  Several  vessels  are  daily  expeAed  here 
with  goods  from  England,  and  I  am  told  ten  or  twelve  at  Fhi-^ 
ladelj&a.  It  is,  however,  shocking  to  refleA,  my  lord,  that 
smuggling  is  such  a  business  among  us,  as  to  be  puUidy 
cqpoused  by  numbers,  and  more  strenuously  advocated  than 
the  le^  trade. 

InX  present  conmittee  of  this  place  there  are  several  gen. 
tlemen  of  property,  and  who  are  esteemed  to  favour  modmte 
and  conciliatory  measures.  I  was  surprised  to  find  such  men 
joining  with  the  committee  whose  design  is  to  execute  the  jdan 
of  the. congress.  I  have  at  length  discovered  that  they  aft 
with  a  view  to  proteft  the  city  ^om  the  ravages  of  the  mob. 
For  this  purpose,  they  say,  tlM^^  are  obliged  at  present  to  sup- 
port the  measures  of  the  congress ;  that  if  they,  did  not,  the 
most  dangerous  men  among  us  would  take  the  lead,  and^ 
under  pretence  of  executing  the  dictates  of  the  congress,  would 
ixnmediately  throw  the  city  into  the  most  perilous  situation : 
that  however  considerable  the  numbers  may  be  who  disap^ 
prove  of  violent  riotous  measures,  yet  the  spirit  of  mobbing 
is  so  much  abroad,  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  few  people  at  any 
time  to  raise  a  mob ;  and  that  the  gentlemen  and  men  of  pro- 
perty will  not  turn  out  to  suppress  them. 

I  fear,  my  lord,  there  is  too  much  truth  in  thb  reptesenta« 
tion.  It  b  a  dreadful  situation  j  if  we  are  not  rescued  £rom  it 
by  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  parliament,  the  colonies  xnust 
soon  &11  into  distraction,  and  every  calamity  annexed  to  n 
to^  annihilation  of  government. 

The  assemUy  of  this  province  stand  prorogued  to  the  tcth 
day  of  January,  and  by  the  advice  of  die  council 'smnxfiouies 
aie  issued  for  thecH  to.meet  on  that  day.       .        • 
*   Many  people  think  tfaereis  a  probability  tiistt  d^  wiU  go 
vagsm  conciliatory  measures,  and,  propose  something  thai  wk^ 

Ga  >5» 
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be  coantenanced  by  administration.  The  event  is  uncertain, 
but  atk  such  occasions  I  think  every  thing  is  to  be  tried  that 
inay  possiUy  avert  the  calamity  which  hangs  over  this  country. 
I  do  ncyt  apprehend  there  is  any  danger  that  the  assembly  will 
V^akematters  worse  than  they  are. 

Several  pieces  have  been  published  here  exposing  the  ex- 
travagant and  dangerous  proceedings  of  the  congress,  and  ad- 
vising the  people  to*  rely  on  the  assembly,  that  they  will  take 
the  most  reasonable  and  constitutional  means  of  restoring  peace 
and  harmony,  between  Great  Britain  and  this  province. 

"Extra  ff  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Franifin  to  the  Earl  cf  Dart^ 

mouth  J  dated  Burlingtofiy'^'^st  Mayy  i*]*]^. 

SINCE  my  last  I  have  received  two  circular  dispatches  from 
Mr.  Pbwnal,  dated  March  loth  and  April  6th,  inclosing  copies 
of  his  majesty's  message  to  both  houses  of  parliament  relative 
to  the  late  disturbances  in  America  \  their  resolution  there-^ 
upon,  and  the  a6l  of  parliament  respecting  the  port  of  Boston. 
The  latter  has  been  published  in  the  usual  manner,  though  the 
people  in  this  cc^ony  are  not  concerned  in  carrying  on  any 
commerce  with  the  province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  •        • 

It  is  difficult  as  yet  to  foresee  what  will  be  the  consequence 
of  the  Boston  port  a£l ;  it  seems  as  if  the  merchants  of  Phil»«- 
delphia  and  New  York,  at  their  late  meetings,  were  inclined 
to  assist  or  co-operate  with  those  of  Boston  in  some  degree, 
but  not  to  carry  matters  so  far  as  to  enter  into  a  general  non- 
importation and  exportation  agreement,  as  was  prepared  to 
them  by  the  town  of  Boston ;  however,  I  believe  it  may  be 
depended  upon,  that  many  of  the  merchants,  on  a  supposition 
that  a  non-importation  agreement  (so  far  as  respefts  from 
Great  Britain)  will  be  certainly  entered  into  by  next  auttojintt, 
have  ordered  a  much  greater  quantity  of  goods  than  common 
to  be  sent  out  by  the  next  fall  ships  from  England. 

A  congress  of  members  of  the  several  houses  of  assembly  has 
been  proposed,  in  order  to  agree  upon  some  measures  on  the 
present  occasion ;  but  whether  this  expedient  will  take  place 
is  as  yet  uncertain.  The  Virginia  ;\ssembiy  some  time  ago 
appointed  a  committee  of  correspondence,  to  correspond  with 
all  the  other  assemblies  on  the  continent,  which  exam|^  has 
been  followed  by  e\'ery  other  house  of  representatives  ;  I  was 
in  hopes  that  the  assembly  of  this  province  would  not  have 
f-dnc  into  the  measure;  for  though  they  met  on  the  loth  of 
^vember,  yet  they  avoided  taking  the  matter  into  considera- 
tion»  though  frequently  \irged  by  soirx  of  the  m^nbers,  uiml 

the 
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the  8th  February,  and  then  I  believe  they  would  not  have  gokie 
into  it,  but  that  the  assembly  of  New  York  had  just  before  rc^ 
solved  to  a  appoint  such  a  committee,  and  they  did  not  chuse 
to  appear  singular. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor   Franklin  to   the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth^  dated  Burlington^  %%th  June^  ^774* 

[Received  1 2th  August.'] 
My  Lord,  ! 

I  HAVE  just  received  a  copy  of  some  resolves  entered  into 
at  a  meetipg  of  a  number  of  freeholders  and  inhabitant?  of  the 
county  of  Essex,  in  this  province,  on  Saturday  last,  which  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  your  lordship.  The,  meeting 
w^  occasioned  it  seems  by  an  advertisement,  requesting  the 
attendance  of  the  inhabitants  on  that  day,  and  published  in 
one  of  the  New  York  papers,  and  signed  by  two  gentlemen 
of  the  law  who  reside  in  ^at  county.  I  have  likewise  had 
aA  application  made  to  me  by  some  of  the  members  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  general  as- 
sembly in  August  next,  with  which  I  have  not, .  nor  shall  not 
comply,  as  there  is  no  public  business  of  the  province  which 
can  make  such  a  meeting  necessary.  It  seems  now  determined 
by"  several  of  the  leading  men  in  most,  if  not  all  the  counties  in 
this  province,  to  endeavour  to  follow  the  example  of  the  free- 
holders in  Essex.  Meetings  of  this  nature  there  are  no  means 
of  preventing,  where  the  chief  part  of  the  inhabitants  incline 
to. attend  them.  I  as  yet  doubt,  however,  whether  they  will 
agree  to  the  general  non-importation  from  Great  Britain, 
which  has  been  recommended.  Their  principal  aim  seems  to 
be  to  bring  about  a  congress  of  deputies  from  all  the  colonies^ 
as  proposed  by  Virginia ;  and  that  that  congress  should  not 
only  appy  to  his  majesty  for  the  repeal  of  the  Boston  port  afl^ 
but  endeavour  to  fall  upon  measures  for  accommodating  the 
present  differences  between  the  two  countries,  and  preventing 
the  like  in  future.    , 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  Gover7ior  Penn  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth i  dated Phiiadelphiay  i^lst  Atay%  1 774, 

My  Lord, 
I  TAKE  the  opportunity  of  the  packet  to  acquaint  your 
lordship,  that  as  soon  as  the  people  of  Boston  knew  of  the  late 
a6l  of  parliament  for  shutting  up  that  port,  an  express  wa^ 
dispatched  from  thence  with  the  intelligence  to  this  city,  with 
a  proposal  to  concur  with  them  in  putting  a  total  slo^  \.o  ^?kv^ 

G   3  \\CC^OT>L\\V^ 
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ymportiiig  or  eiqporting  any  kind  of  goods  whatsoever^  imtS 
the  above  a&  should  be  repealed. 

In  Gfxiseqiience  of  this^  a  considerable  number  of  merchants 
and  others  had  a  meeting,  at  a  tavern  in  this  city,  where  I  iiii» 
derstand  the  matter  was  taken  into  consideration  and  debated. 
The  otily  resolution  that  I  can  learn  they  came  into  was  to 
prefer  a  petition  to  me,  to  convene  the  assembly  on  the  oc* 
casion,  and  I  am  told  a  petition  has  been  framed  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  is  now  handed  about  the  town  to  be  signed,  and  win 
be  presented  to  me  in  a  few  days.  Should  so  afirontive;  an 
application  be  really  made  to  me,  your  lordship  may  be  as« 
fored  I  shall  treat  it  as  it  deserves.  I  have  however  been  ixi- 
formed,  that  the  movers  of  this  extraordinary  measure  hail 
not  the  most  distant  expe£btion  of  succeeding  in  it,  but  that 
their  real  scheme  was  to  gain  time  by  it,  to  see  what  part  the 
other  colonies  will  take  in  so  critical  a  conjimfture. 

Should  any  further  steps  be  taken  here  that  may  be  worthy 
your  lordship's  information,  I  shall  not  fail  immediately  to 
communicate  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  PENN. 

BiKtraS  of  a  Letter  Jrtmt  Deputy  Governor  Peiin  to  the  Earl  §f 

j}aetmotah^  dated  Philadelphia^  ph  July^  1774* 

.   [Received  12th  August. '\ 

Mr  Lord, 

IN  my  last,  of  the  3  ist  of  May,  I  had  the  honour  to  infbnn 
your  lordship  of  my  expe£hition,  that  a  petition  would  be  pre- 
sented to  me  for  calling  the  assembly.  I  have  since  received 
such  a  petition,  and  herewith  transmit  you  a  copy  of  it,  as  also 
of  my  answer.  In  consequence  of  my  refusal  to  call  the  as^ 
IMsnbly,  there  was  a  general  meeting  of  the  people  of  this  city 
and  county,  which,  I  am  informed,  was  not  so  full  as  migl^ 
have  been  expefted  on  such  an  occasion. 

Their  proceedings  I  am  only  acquainted  with  by  the  news* 
papers,  one  of  which  I  send  your  lordship,  which  contains  the 
transactions  of  the  day.  The  general  temper  of  the  people,  as 
well  here  as  in  other  parts  of  America,  is  very  warm.  They 
look  upon  the  chastisement  of  Boston  to  be  purposely  rigorous, 
and  hdd  up  by  way  of  intimidation  to  all  America  j  and,  in 
short,  that  Boston  is  suffering  in  the  common  cause.  Their 
delinquency  in  destroying  the  East  India  company's  tea^  is  lost 
in  the  attention  given  to  what  is  here  called  the  too  severe  pu- 
lushment  of  shutting  up  the  port,  altering  the  constitution,  and 

maJdng 
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ttaking  a^i  aifty  as  thqr  term  «t,  screening  the  officers  tbd  tot- 
dior^  for  shedding  American  Mood.  The  plan  i|rhichieaB|ii!b 
be  univsersally  adopted,  is  the  procuring  a  general  ttmffcm,  lib 
order  to  state  the  rights,  and  represent  the  grievaniset  of 
America  to  the  throne ;  and  to  agree  upon  such  measures  m 
may  be  thought  most  likely  to  relieve  Boston,  and  rostdre 
hannony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  colonies* 

The  measures  generally  talked  of  is  the  non-imponrtation  aiid 
jion«*exportation  from  and  to  England.  Some  are  for  maknig 
It  general,  and  others  for  limiting  it,  but  all  for  associating 
against  the  use  of  East  India  goo£  dP  every  kind,  ezcqn  salt- 
petre and  spices.  In  the  mean  time,  as  great  numbers  ^ 
people  -will  be  reduced  to  absolute  indigence  for  want  of  didr 
usual  employment,  collections  are  making  liere,  and  19  aU 
-iither  parts  of  America,  fc^r  their  relief. 

r 

jSxtraff  ^a  Litter  from  D^uty  Governor  Penn  to  the  Ead  of 
Dartmouth^  dated  Pmladelphiay  ^otb  Jtdy%  1 774*. .    . . 

My  Lord, 
I  BEG  leave  now  to  acquaint  your  lorddkip,  that  a  meetinr 
f£  deputies  from  the  several  counties  of  this  province  waahdd 
in  this  city  on  the  15th  of  this  month,  to  consider  of  the  most 
proper  measures  to  betaken  in  thepresent  ffiffiandiccs  betweidi 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies.  The  principal  business  done 
at  this  convention  was  forming  a  set  of  resolves,  andprqparii^ 
ft  draught  of  instru£tions  to  ueir  rqpresentatiyes,  "wniai  they 
iaid  before  the  assembly,  :md  immediately  afterwards  pub- 
lished them.  I  herewitn  send  your  lord^np  the  newspaper' 
containing  those  resolves  and  instruAions,  as  also  the  t^dii* 
tions  of  the  assembly  thereupon,  by  which  your  lordship  will 
perceive,  that  the  steps  taken  by  the  assembly  are  rather  % 
check  than  an  encouragement  to  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  and  this  I  was  well  assured  would  b^  the  case. 

I  am  with  great  resMfL  &c. 

John  PENN. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  Governor  Penn    to  the  &rJ 
^^Dartmouthy  d!ar^  Philadelphia,  5/)^  September,  1774.; 

^Received  iitb  OBoberJ]  c! 

IN  my  several  letters  of  the  3  ist  May  and  4th  July,  Ijgavc 
your  loidship  an  account  of  the  temper  and  disposition  ofibe 
peoj^  of  Am^cai,  with  respeft  to'  the  several  Eoston  adb  of 
paruament^  and  of  the  measures  which  I  then  understood  w^r^ 
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mteniicdto.be  pursuedL  And  I  am  now  to  inform  your  lorct 
diipy  that  dqyuties  from  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  boy. 
New  Hampshire^  Rhode  Island^  ConneAicut^  New  York,  New 
JerUji  Pennsylvania,  the  three  lower  counties,  Maryland,  Vii^ 
ginia,  and  South  Carolina,  have  met  by  appointment  in  this 
city,  as  the  most  central  place,  and  assembled  this  morning  for 
the  first  time  in  general  congress,  as  it  is  called,  to  consult  on 
the  proper  means  of  obtaining  relief  from  hardships  which 
they  suppose  to  be  entailed  on  the  colonies  by  those  a^fcs  of 
-parliament.  It  is  said  that  deputies  are  also  expelled  firom 
the  colonies  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  but  they  have  not 
yet  made  their  appearance. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  what  the  result  of  their  deliberations 
may  be,  but  I  shall  not  ^1  to  inform  your  lordship  of  them  bf 
the  first  opportunity  that  offers  after  they  are  known.  I  think 
it  however,  my  indispensible  duty  to  his  majesty  to  acquaint 
your  lordship,  that,  from  the  best  intelligence  I  have  been  able 
to  procure,  the  resolution  of  opposing  the  Boston  afbs,  and 
the  parlisunentary  power  of  raising  taxes  in  America  for  the 
purpose  of  a  revenue,  is  in  a  great  measure  universal  through* 
out  the  colonies,  and  possesses  all  ranks  and  conditions  of 
people.  They  persuade  themselves  there  is  a  formed  design 
to  enslave  America  ^  and  though  the  adt  for  regulating  the  go- 
vdiunent  of  Canada  does  not  immediately  s^eck  the  other 
provinces,  it  is  nevertheless  held  up  as  an  irrefragable  argu* 
ment  of  that  intention.  General,  however,  as  the  resolution 
is*  to  oppose,  there  is  a  great  diversity  of  opinions  as  to  the 
proper  modes  of  opposition.  Some  are  said  to  be  for  remon- 
strance alone  upon  a  state  of  grievances  and  claims.  Others 
are  for  a  general,  and  others  again  for  a  partial  non-exporta^ 
tion  and  non-importation,  without  any  remonstrance.  This 
perhaps  may  be  the  source  of  divisions  which  will  not  hf 
<e^y  got  over. 

Ccpy  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  GovertiQr  Penn  to  the  Earl  ef 
Dartmouth,  dated  Philadelphia,  3^  October,  1774. 

My  Lord, 

SINCE  I  had  the  honour  to  write  to  your  lordship  on  the 
6th  of  last  month,  the  congress  of  deputies  from  the  several 
colonies  have  continued  sitting  in  this  city  ;  but  as  they  have 
agreed  to  keep  all  their  proceedings  secret,  I  have  it  not  as  yet 
in  my  power  to  transmit  to  your  lordship  any  account  there- 
€)f,  except  what  they  themselves  have  published  in  the  news- 
papers,  which  is  comprized  in  three  resolves.     One  of  them  is 

a  request ' 
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V  request  to  the,  merchants  in  the  several  colonies  not  to  send 
my  orders  to  Great  Britain  for  goods,  and  to  direft  the  execu- 
tion of  all  orders  already  sent  to  be  suspended,  until  the  sense 
•  of  the  congress  on  the  means  to  be  taken  for  the  preservation 
of  the  liberties  of  America  be  made  public.  The  other  two 
are  expressive  of  their  feelings  for  the  sufierings  of  the  people 
of  Massachusetts  bay  •,  their  approbation  of  a  set  of  resolves  en- 
tered into  by  the  delegates  of  the  county  of  Suffolk  m  that 
province,  and  their  opinion  that  the  contributions  from  all  the 
colonies  for  supplying  the  necessities  of  the  people  of  Boston^ 
ought  to  be  continued  as  long  as  their  occasions  may  require. 
But  as  these  resolves,  as  well  as  those  of  the  county  of  Suffolk^ 
are  insreted  at  large  in  the  public  papers,  I  beg  leave  to  inclose 
two  of  t^he  papers  which  contain  them  •,  ana  as  soon  as  any 
forther  transaftions  of  the  congress  are  made  known,  I  shaU 
not  foil  to  communicate  them  to  youi^  Lordship  by  the  first 
ojpportunity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

JOHNPENN. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Deputy  Governor  cf  Pennsylvania  to  the 
J?flr/ 2^  Dartmouth,  ^/fl/f^  Philadelphia,  3ij/Oftober,  X774." 

{Received  1 3/^  JJecemherJ] 
Mt  LotiD, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  lordship  that  the 
congress  of  delegates  from  the  several  colonies  dissolved  them- 
selves on  the  26th  instant,  and  have  just  published  the  princi- 
pal part  of  their  proceedings.  I  therefore  take  the  earliest  op- 
pintunity  of  transmitting  you  herewith  two  printed  copies  of 
them ;  and  I  am  informed,  that  besides  what  is  contained  in 
these  extrafls,  they  have  framed  a  petition  to  his  majesty,  but 
not  having  had  the  least  connexion  or  intercourse  with  any  of 
the  members  of  the  congress,  I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with 
its  contents,  or  with  any  other  part  of  their  transadlions  which 
they  have  not  thought  fit  to  make  public.     I  am,  &c. 

JOHNPENN.   • 

Mxtract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Deputy  Governor  £/*  Pennsylvania,  t9 
the  Ear/ ofDdTtmouthy  dated  Philadelphia,  4th  Nov*  X  774* 

[^Received  1  "jtb  December,'] 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  your  lordship's  letter,  No.  6,  of  the 
7th  of  September,  before  the  receipt  of  which  I  wrote  you  by 
^e  packet>  anid  iadosed  you  a  pan^phlet  containing  extra£b  q€ 
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the  proceedings  of  the  late  congress  of  American  dqmtieft  ^ 
this  place.  Whzt  tendency  the  measures  they  have  tajEen  m 
have  to  compose  the  unhappy  differences  between  the 
country  and  its  colonies,  is  a  questicHi  which  occasions  a  ^mi» 
riety  d  opinion.  I  can  only  wish  their  transaftions  may  ^pft 
be  viewed  in  such  a  light  as  to  retard  that  union  iriiich  all  gotl^ 
men  anxiously  desire  may  be  speedily  established. 


%^a  Letter  from  the  Deputy  Governor  £^  Pennsylvania 
7£/*'Dartm6uth,  ^fs/?^  Philadelphia^  6th  Decemberj  I'j 


»774- 

My  Lord>  .  -. 

SINCE  my  last  letter,  dated  the  4th  of  November,  no  pliblic 
occurrence  has  happened  within  my  government,  except  thirty 
in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  congress,  the  11^ 
habitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  toam 
other  counties  of  this  province,  have  appointed  conunittecs  tp 
observe  the  conduS:  of  all  persons  within  their  retpe£Hve  dif- 
XxiQSi  touching  the  association  entered  into  by  the  congresty 
and  to  see  that  the  same  be  not  violated. 

Whenever  any  thing  material  occurs,  I  shall  take  care  tp 
communicate  the  same  to  yoxu*  lordship  by  the  first  opporto- 
nity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respe£l«  &c» 

JOHN  FENN. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  to  the  Earl^On^ 
mouth ,  dated  Williamsburg,  2^h  May,  1774* 

Mt  Lord, 

THE  general  assembly  of  this  colony  oiet  here  on  tfie  ddl 
of  May  for  dispatch  of  the  necessary  busincfts,  and  a  fgw  dm 
after  an  account  arrived  in  this  country  of  the  a£t  of  paritt* 
ment  psissed  for  discontinuing  the  shipping  or  discharging 
goods  in  the  harbour  of  Boston,  which  has  induced  the  house 
of  burgesses  again,  on  this  occasion,  to  declare  what  thej  are 
fond  of  having  it  thought  always  originates  with  themy  a  d^ 
termined  resolution  to  deny  and  oppose  the  authority  of  par* 
liament.  Accordingly  Robert  Carter  Nicholas,  the  treasorer 
of  this  colony,,  made  a  motion  for  the  order,  which  passed^  and 
which  I  herewith  transmit  to  your  lordship. 

It  was  intended  by  the  solemnity  of  a  public  fasting  and 
praying  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  people  to  receive  othet 
resolutions  of  the  house,  the  purport  of  which  I  am  not  jnr 
formed  of|  but  from  such  a.  beginning  may  naturally  be  ccm? 

dudcA 
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tinded  coiild  tmd  only  to  inflame  die  whole  coaxurff  and  in- 
atigate  the  people  to  aos  that  might,  rouse  the  indignation  of 
the  mother  coontry  against  them.  In  hppes,  therefere,  of  ft^ 
venting  the  progrett  of  theK  ill  cSGBSh  by  the  aniy  means  in 
my  power,  whi(£  I  fear  vill  not  be  eflttdfaial,  I  have  with  the 
4iaaiiixnous  consent  dl  the  council  dissolved  the  assembly,  and 
I  have  determined  not  to  issue  new  writs  until  I  hear  fix>m 
your  lordship,  and  am  informed  whether  his  majesty  shall 
think  it  necessary  to  give  me  any  command  in  reqieft  to  this 
undutiful  part  of  the  legislature  of  Virginia. 

I  have  heard  jGrom  many  of  the  dismved  members,  and  I 
hope  it  is  true,  .that  the  houtse  in  goiend  in  the  hasty  manner 
die  measure  was  proposed  and  agraed  to,  did  not  advert  to  the 
whole  force  ef  the  terms  in  which  the  order  I  transmit  is 
cxmceived,  and  that  if  it  had,  it  is  bdieved  a  strong  opposition 
would  have  been  made  to  it,  and  probably  that  it  might  have 
inet  a  difieroit  htfi.  I  son,  &c. 

DUNMORE. 

Copy  rfa  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Jjnnmorc  to  the  EarlofUzxt- 
mouth)  dated  Williamsburg,  6th  J  une,  1 7  74. 

My  Lord,     . 

SINCE  the  dissolution  of  the  assembly  of  Virginia,  but  be- 
fore ail  the  members  of  the  House  of  JBurgesses  had  quitted 

julus  city,,  there  arrived  an  express  dispatched  from  Boston  to 
the  committee  of  correspondence  here;  as  I  learn  has  lik&r 
wise  been  done  to  all  the  bther  colonies,  to  excite  and  encou* 
ra^e  the  whole  to  shut  up  the  courts  of  justice  against  all  Eng«> 

.'{}&:a:editors,.i:o  join  in  a  general  association  against  the  im- 

-'porting^^y  British  manufaAories,  or  even  exporting  any  of 
tlxeir  own  produce  to  Great-Britain,  and  proposing  a  congress 
of  deputies  from  all  the  colonies  forthwith. 

I  am  really  unable  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  to  what  lengths 
the  people  of  this  colony  will  be  induced  to  proceed,  fordxer 
than  what  they  have  already  made  manifest  by  the  order  of 

.the  House  of  Burgesses  and  subsequent  association,  the  copies 
of  which  I  have  already  transmitted  to  your  lordship ;  but 
the  part  of  the  late  burgesses  remaining  in  town  at  the  arrival 
of  the  Boston  messenger,  having  taken  upon  themselves  to  re- 
ceive his  dispatches,  and  to  entei:  into  a  consideration  of  their 

:  contents,  and  then  to  summon  the  inhabitants  all  above  the  age 
pf  twenty-one  to  appear  at  an  hour  they  choose  to  appoint, 
and  to  propose  to  them  to  agree  to  all  those  violent  measures 
^bove  mentioned^  which  that  they  may  be  more  solemxvV)  t:^.-* 
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terad  into  and  more  generally  adopted,  they  have  deferrcxLt&c 
CKecodon  of  to  a  further  consideration  on  the  first  day  of  Av* 
goft  next,  when  all  the  members  that  composed  the  late  house 
of  borgessci  are  reqiured  to  attend }  these  circumstances  give 
tM  much  cause  to  apprehend,  that  the  prudent  views,  and  the 
rpgard  to  justice  and  equity,  as  well  as  loyalty  and  aflFeftiony 
which  is  publickly  declved  by  many  of  the  families  of  distin^ 
tion  here,  will  avail  little  against  the  turbulence  and  prejudice 
which  prevails  throughout  thexountry ;  it  is,  however,  at  pre* 
sent  quiet. 

In  the  order  of  the  house  of  burgesses,  which  I  before  trans- 
mitted, your  lordship  will  observe,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gwatkin^ 
-who  was  the  professor  of  mathematicks  and  natural  philoio- 
phy  in  this  college,  and  is  now  the  principal  master  of  the 
grammar  school,  and  who  is  of  a  most  exemplary  good  ch»» 
raAcr  and  great  literary  abilities,  is  appointed  to  preach  the 
sermon  on  that  occasion;  in  justice  to  which  gentleman,  I  think 
i%  necessary  to  let  your  lordship  know,  that  his  name  was  made 
use  of  entirely  without  his  knowledge,  and  that  he  civilly,  but 
with  firmness  declined  being  employed  for  such  a  purpose,  and 
which  proved  no  little  mortification  to  the  party  who  dictated 
the  measure. 

I  am  your  lordship's 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

DUNMORE. 

P.  S.  The  paper  which  is  herewith  inclosed  is  just  come 
out  of  the  printing-office,  and  contains  resolutions  which  the 
city  of  Annapolis  has  entered  into,  and  are  the  same  which  I 
have  already  mentioned  to  your  lordship  are  proposed  for  this 
colony  to  join  inj  but  the  time  that  has  been  set  for  the  recon- 
sideration of  them  may  possibly  be  sufficient  to  cool  the  heat  of 
the  pwrty,  which  is  now  strenuously  endeavouring  to  establish 
them.  D. 

Ey^traSf  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  i)unmore  to  the  Earl  ^ 
Dartmouth, /&W  Frederick  County //;  Virginia,  14/A  Au- 
gust, 1774. 

INCLOSED  I  send  your  lordship  the  resolutions  and  in- 
struftions  of  the  delegates  of  the  different  counties  of  this  co- 
lony. 


Extract 
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Extrn^  of  a  Letter  fir wi  Lieutenant  Govermr  Bnll  t$  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth^  ^/f J Charle9-Towni  31// Juljj  1774- 

'{Received  i6tb  8eptemter.'\ 

I  HAD  expe£btron  that  the  xpeasures  taken  by  the  parliak- 
ment  relative  to  Boston,  would  have  had  some  happy  effelft 
towards  composing  the  disturbances  in  this  province  which 
seemed  to  have  subsided  a  little  last  winter,  but  it  has  taken  a' 
contrary  turn.  Their  own  apprehensions  and  thoughts,  con- 
firaied  by  the,  resolutions  and  correspondence  from  other  colo- 
nies^ have  rais^  an  uqiversal  spirit  of  jealousy  against  Great 
Britain,  and  of  unanimity  towards  each  other;  I  say  universal, 
ipy  lord,  for  few  who  think  otherwise  •  are  hardy  enough  to 
avow  it  publickly. 

The  general  4^m  is,  exemption  from  taxation,  but  by  thdr 
own  representatives,  as  co-essential  with  the  British,  their  own 
constitution.  39pc  who.  do  not  enter  so  deep  into  principles, 
ari;,  alarmed  at  th9.consequence  of  a  ready  acquiescence  under 
t^ication  by  the^  p^liament,  as  they  apprehend  that  then- all 
th^iy^iety  of  ways  and  means  of  raising  money  in  Great  Bri- 
t^  ^111,  be  soon  put  in  practice  here,  and  apphed  to  purposes  . 
not  merely  American. 

,3uch  arguments  as  the  last  are  easily  understood  and  felt  by 
^ery  man,,  and, catches  like  wild-fire  among  the  multitude*. 
They  are  deaf  to  the  argument  on  the  other  side  bf  the  ques- 
tion, though  obvious  to  a  man  of  consideration,  that  in  every 
empire  an  absolute  power  must  necessarily  be  lodged  some 
where,  over  .all  the  parts  and  members  thereof,  which  in 
Great  Britain  is  in  the  king  and  his  parliament.  But  liberty 
or  slavery  in)  their  greatest  latitude,  is  the  alternative  generally 
held  for^h  in  their,  popular  meetings,  for  little  attention  or  pa- 
tience if  shewn  .to  those  who  attempt  to  state  things  in  a  dif- 
ferent light. 

Your  lordship  has  doubtless  been  informed  of  the. proposal 
from  Bqston,  that  there  should  be  a  congress  of  committees 
from  every  province,  to  consider  of  what  was  proper  to  be  done 
by  them  in  this  crisis.  Accordingly  on  the  sixth  instant  a 
great  concourse  of  people  assembled  in  Charles  Town,  in  order 
to  chuse  a  committee  of  five  men  for  South  Carolina.  I  in- 
close Timothy's  Gazette,  which  publishes  the  result  thereof. 

I  beg  your  lordship's  permission  to  observe,  and  I  do  it  with 
great  concern,  that  this  spirit  of  opposition  to  taxation  and  its 
consequences,  is  so  violent  and  so  universal  throughout  Ame* 
rica,  that  I  am  apprehensive  it  will  not  be  soon  or  easily  a^- 
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pease(t  The  general  voice  speaks  discontent»  and  sometimet 
m  atone  of  d^pair,  as  deternuned  to  stop  all  exports  to^  and 
imports  from  Great  Britsun,  and  even  to  silence  the  courts  of 
law,  foreseeing,  but  regardless  of  the  ruin  that  must  attend 
themselves  in  that  case;  content  to  change  a  comfortable  for  a 
parsimonious  life,  to  be  satisfied  with  the  few  wants  of  natuinet 
if  by  their  suflferings  they  can  bring  Great  Britain  to  fed.    * 

This  is  the  language  of  the  most  violent,  others  t&tafe  it 
is  going  too  far;  and  the  most  violent  too  often  prevail  over 
the  moderate.    When  man  shall  in  general  lay  aside  the  bopei 
of  getting  riches,  and  abandon  the  employment  of  agriculwdy' 
commerce,  and  mechanic  labour,  what  turii  their  leisure  tittle 
under  such  circumstances  may  take,  I  submit  to  your  lordahip'il 
knowledge  of  history,  and  of  the  human  mind. '   Such  sadocii 
and  great  changes  in  the  manners  of  an  extended  thriyfa^ 
people,  among  whom  the  gazettes  are  filled  with  such  variety 
of  articles  for  luxury,  is  scarce  credible,  tho^h  possible;  bat* 
the  continuance  of  it  is  very  improbable.    'The  first  accduiit 
of  the  result  of  the  congress  at  Philadelphia,  may  readi  jo«r 
lordship  the  beginning  of  November.    I  thhik  it  mvduty  tdr 
make  dds  true  and  fsuthfiil  ^representation  of  the  diqMiritiMI -• 
and  temper  of  the  people,  how  disagreeable  it  may  hamtMlt 
appear,  and  to  confide  in  the  royal  wisdom  for  the  remedv.    ' " 
Captain  Maitland,  who  on  the  1 8th  instant  had  brouflkt  in 
several  chests  of  tea  for  merchants  in  this  town,  which  he  had' 
promised  the  general  committee,  as  it  is  called,  to  destroy  ^&t 
carry  back,  and  taken  in  his  load  of  rice  in  the  mean  time,  gave 
great  ofience  to  the  committee  and  the  people,  as  the  tea  vraa 
that  day  landed  by  the  custom-house  officers,  and  lodged  in 
the  king's  store-house. 

Several  hundred  men  went  with  great  threats  in  quest  -of 
him  in  the  evening,  but  as  they  entered  his  ship  on  <Hie  dd^ 
he  went  off  from  die  other,  and  took  shelter  on  Doard  his  huh. 
jesty's  ship  Glasgow,  then  in  Rebellion  Road,  and  next  niom« 
ing  his  ship  was  removed  from  the  wharf  by  captain  Maltby's 
assistance.  Another  parcel  of  tea  since  arrived,  by  consent  of 
the  committee,  is  lodged  in  the  king's  stores  in  the  same  pred^ 
cament.  Although  captain  Maitland  sails  first,  yet  as  his  sfim 
is  heavy  laden,  I  think  my  account  of  these  matters  will  readl^ 
your  lordship  soonest  by  the  packet,  &c. 


»  - 


Bxtraet 
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SxktiS  of  a  Letter  Jrom  Lieutenant  Governor  Bull  to  the  Earl  (f 
I>artmouthf^£ite/ Charles-Town,  3^/ Aujgust,  1774. 

[Received  l6tb  September.'] 

IT  having  been  expected  that  I  should  prorogue  the  gdieral 
mbmhly  yesterday  at  the  usual  time,  about  ten  or  eleven 
(fdocky  the  assembly  privately  and  punfhially  met  at  eight 
cfdock  in  the  nionaingy  and  made  an  house,  which  Was  very 
nocootmon.  They  l^d  not  been  assembled  £ve  mSmites  Imv 
lore  I  was  apprized  of  it.  I  immediately  went  to  the  ccnuicil 
diamber  in  cnxler  to  prorogue  them,  and  waited  a  few  tfiiitiites 
fixr  one  or  two  of  the  council  to  be  present.  As  socm  tfs  Ifi/esak 
finrthe  assembly  they  attended,  and  I  prorogued  them  jt<^  the. 
6th  of  Sqitemfaier,  But  their  business  having  been  ready  pre* 
parecjl^  in  which  they  were  aH  previously  agreed,  it  required 
only  a  few  minutes  to  pass  through  the  forms  of  the  hodae. 
They  came  to  two  resolutions,  one  approving  and  confirming 
the.  dedHon  of  the  five  persons,  chosen  on  the  6th  of.  las^ 
month,  to  assist  at  the  congress  from  the  several  provinces ; 
V^  the  other,  that  they  would  provide  for  the  expence  of  th^ir 
yoyage«  I  returned  to  my  own  house  again  in  less  thaA  tw^ty 
minutes  past  eight.  Tour  lordship  wiu  see  by  this  instan^ce^ 
1^  what  perseverance,  secrecy  and  unanimity,  they  form  and 
conduA  their  designs;  how  obedient  the  body  is  to  the  h^ds, 
aAd  how  faithful  in  their  secrets. 

'   ■ '  '■  ■  ■ "    • 

EietraB  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Bull  to  the  Earl  of 

Dartn^outh,  dated  Charles-Town,  South  Carolina,  Novem- 
ber, 23^,  1774. 

"WITHOUT  giving  your  lordship  the  trouble  of  another 
letter  upon  the  result  of  the  late  congress  at  Fhiladdphia, 
which  doubtless  had  long  since  reached  your  lordship's  hands; 
I  beg  leave  only  to  add,  that  the  disposition  of  this  province, 
in  their  political  discontents,  remains  the  same;  that  the  people 
of  the  province  are,  in  the  beginning  of  next  January,  again  to 
chuse  deputies  to  repair  to  the  Philadelphia  congress  by  the 
loth  of  May;  and  that  I  have  farther  prorogued  the  general 
aHembly  to  the  24th  day  of  January,  before  v/hich  time  we  ex- 
pedt  to  receive  some  accounts  of  the  measures  that  shall  be 
adopted  by  the  new  parliament  relative  to  American  affairs. 


Extrod 
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EKtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  fames  Wright  to  the  EarlofJ3iet^' 
mouth,  liz/^i/ Savannah,  in  Georgia,  25/AJUI7,  1774.- 

OUR  neighbours  in  Carolina  are  in  great  wrath  about  the 
a£b  of  parliament  which  have  be^n  passed  relative  to  die  Mis- 
nchuset's  Bay  government,  and  have  come  to  some  verjriiufe*: 
cent  resolutions,  to  call  them  no  worse;  and,  according  .'to* 
custom,  have  been  very  busy  in  sending  handbills,  letters»  and- 
public  invitations,  &:c.  &c.  to  stir  up  the  people  here  to  concur 
with  them,  and  to  follow  their  example,  and  a. meeting  ir tor: 
be  on  Wednesday  next.  There  are,  my  lord,  here,  as  wdlai 
every  where  else,  malecontents  and  violent  liberty  people,  and. 
I  wiU  not  answer  for  their  conduft,  whether  it  may  not  be  im* 
grateful  and  improper^  but  as  soon  as  they  have  come  to  any? 
resolutions  or  determinations,  I  shall  not  fail  to  acquaint  your- 
lordship  therewith. 

ExtroBrfa  Letter  from  Sir  James  Wright,  Bart,  to  the  Earl  if 
Dartmouth,  dated  Georgia,  13/i  August,  1774. 


I  am  sorry  to  acquaint  your  lordship  that  there  have 
two  meetings  of  the  liberty  folks  here,  and  some  resohitioiii' 
were  drawn  up  yesterday,  but  not  yet  published;  the  partica*^ 
lars  of  which,  and  mode  of  condu^,  I  shall  jEully  transmit  to 
your  lordship  as  soon  as  may  be.  * 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Wright  to  the  Earl  0^  Dart- 
mouth, //fl/^rf  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  24/^  August,  1774. 

IN  mine  of  July  25th,  No.  23.  and  August  13,  No.  24.  I 
acquainted  your  lordship  that  1  should  give  you  a  full  account 
of  the-conduft  and  proceedings  of  the  liberty  people  here,  as 
^soon  as  I  knew  for  certain  what  they  did  or  jnt-ant  to  do  5  and 
1  mentioned  that  some  papers  were  preparing,  by  which  I  be-^ 
lieved  it  would  appear  that  tliese  resolutions  were  not  the  voice 
of  the  people,  but  unfairly  and  insolently  made  by  a  jimto  of  a' 
very  few  only,  but  which  papers  are  not  yet  compleated.  Every 
thing,  my  lord,  was  done  that  could  be  thought  of  to  frustratiB= 
their  attempt,  but  this  did  not  totally  prevent  it. 

I  have  been  informed  of  another  summons  and  meeting  to- 
be  in  St.  John's  parish,  on  the  30th  instant;  and,  my  lord,  as' 
long  as  these  kind  of  summonses  and  meetings  are  suffered*  a* 
private  man  take  upon  him  to  summons  a  whole  province,  to ' 
consult  upon  and  redress  public  grievances,  I  apprehend  there 
will  be  nothing  but  cabals  and  combinations,  and  the  peace  of 

the 


A.!77J-  D    E    B    A    t    E    Si  5(7 

the  province^'  and  minds  of  the  people  contmually  heated^  dfe^ 
tiirbed,  and  dtstraifled.    And  the  proclamation  I  issued  against 

•  them  is  termed  arbitrary  and  oppressive^  and  an  attempt  to  debar 
them  of  their  natural  and  lawful  rights  and  privileges.     In  short, 

•  my  lord,  if  these  calls  and  meetings  are  considered  as  illgalatid 
improper^  it  will  require  the  interposition  of  higher  authority  to 
remedy  the  evil,  for  the  executive  powers  of  government  in 
the  colonies  are  too  weak  to  rectify  such  abuses,  and  prosecu- 
tions would  only  be  laughed  at,  and  no  grand  jury  would  find 
7t  bill  of  indi&nent,  and  the  persons  ordering  and  carrying 

•  them  on  probably  insulted  and  abused. 

BxtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  James  Wright,  Bart,  to  the  Earl  of 
Dartmouth,  ^dr/^// Savannah,  13W  Oftober,  1774. 

My  Lord, 
IN  my  letter  of  the  24th  of  August,  No.  26, 1  mentioned 
that  some  protests  and  dissents  were  preparing  in  different 
parts  of  the  jM-ovince,  which  were  not  then  compleated.  These 
were  not  sent  to  town  till  lately,  and  only  published  in  yester- 
day's paper,  and  which  I  now  inclose;  they. have  been  wrote 
by  the  people  themselves,  just  in  their  own  way,  as  your  lord- 
ship will  see  by  the  stile.  However^  they  certainly  shew  th^t 
the  sense  of  the  people  in  tliis  province  is  against  any  resolu- 
tions, and  that  those  attempted  by  a  few  in  Savannah  are  held 
In  contempt. 

jExtract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Martin  to  the  JSarlofjyort* 
mouth,  dated  Newbum,  North  Carolina,  ist  September, 

^774- 

[Received  3 1  jf  January,  1775.] 

TOUR  lordship  will  not,  I  dare  say,  be  surprized  to  hear 
that  the  people  of  this  colony  have  followed  the  example  of  the 
rest  of  the  continent,  in  caballing  and  forming  resolutions  upon 
.  the  late  measures  of  government,  with  regard  to  the  divisions 
in  the  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay.     The  readiness  with 
'which  the  intemperate  declarations  of  the  Virginia  assembly 
were  adopted  and  re-echoed  here,  will  have  shewn  your  lord- 
ship that  this  people  i^re  but  of  too  congenial  disposition. 
What  system  the  other  continental  assemblies  have  formtd  by 
their  committees  of  correspondence,  which  your  lordship  must 
'know  have  been  appointed,  I  cannot  tell,  having  never  under- 
'  Stood  that  their  proceedings  have  transpired  more  than  those 
.  of  the' committee  here,  of  which  nothing  appe^s.upon  the  as- 
^scmT>ly*8  journal,  but  the  resolves  entered  into  on  the  first  es- 
'tablishment  of  that  committee,  arid  that  letters  hadb^ecLX^<:.€\N- 
'   Tot.  I.  H  ^ 
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cd  from  the  committees  in  the  other  colonics,  the  rft*i«rf'ty  ^ 
which  are  held  secret.  Whatever  measures  may  have  been 
takeiii  the  combination  is  assuredly  at  least  indecent  and  iii|^k>- 
rious. 

'Hie  first  intimation  that  I  received,  except  from  vague  hv- 
mrnjr,  of  the  measures  lately  taken  here,  was  from  the  i^M'loted 
letter  of  a  coiumittcc  at  Wilmington,  to  the  freeholders  of  Gra- 
ven county,  where  my  residence  is  fixed.  Wherenpon  I  iin» 
mediately  ordered  the  council  to  be  summoned,  that  I  miglit 
advise  with  them  on  the  measures  proper  to  be  taken  to  db- 
courage  and  prevent  such  unlawful  and  indecent  proceediitt|k. 
Your  lordship  will  see,  by  the  minutes  of  that  board,  licrewith 
transmitted,  that  on  the  12th  of  last  month  I  laid  the  letter 
lH*forc  thnu,  and  that  I  issued,  with  their  advice,  a  prodama- 
tion,  tlic  next  liay;  apprv*hcnding  howei-er,  that  under  die 
total  inability  of  government  to  enforce  even  what 
dceoruni  rciiuin.\l,  the  pr-K-rosed  meeting  of  deputies  at  N< 
Inini,  the  seat  of  giu eminent,  that  wu&  ultimately  agreed  to  be 
the  plaee  of  reudey.veus  would  be  accordingly  hda,  and 
siller ing  it  would  Iv  my  duty  to  be  at  hand,  to  dis 
proceed  I  ugs  ;;»;  nu:oh  as  lay  in  my  power,  and  to 
n\rasmYs  .is  vireumstances  should  require  for  the 
of  orvU*r  and  governtncnt,  I  resolved  there  to  wait  nntil  dK 
tiu\e  of  meet  in  J;;  w.is  jMst,  although  the  very  impaired  state  of 
my  health  m.ule  it  hii:h'iy  c\ix*dient  to  remove,  at  that  ^rrarwi 
from  so  uuwho'.esvvv.c  ,1  s:t::a:ion,  whence,  at  the  verv  tmic^I 
was  eoiU|K'lK\l  tx^  ^er'.vl  sv.y  tainiiy  to  New  York,  as  'the  <*Jy 
chAiuc  of  iMv^vv\;;v;.  it  tVvnu  destrucdon. 

• »     •  .  •        •  ■»  ■  » 

»  •••■•••^ 


h*       *     -      •    ■  ^  -  — —         J 


At  a  cv-*-*^*'-'  "-vVti'^j:  v^f  the  inhabirmts  ef  thj 

NVil!i\rp,;;t,".  :••  :*:<:  -^rcv-rc^of  North  CaroliBa.  y^ 
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teveral  ads  of  parliament  lately  ihade  for  the  oppr^on  of  our 
sister  colony  of  the  Massachusset's  Bay»  for  having  exerted  itself 
in  defence  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  highly  expedient  that  the  several 
counties  of  this  province  shoyla  send  deputies  to  attend  a  ge- 
neral meeting  at  Johnston  court  house,  on  the  ioth  day  of 
August  next,  then  and  there  to  debate  upon  the  present  alarm* 
ing  state  of  British  America,  and  in  concert  with  the  other 
colonies,  to  adopt  and  prosecute  such  measiu'es  as  will  most  ef* 
tisAualiy  tend  to  avert  the  miseries  which  threaten  us. 

Resolved,  That  we  are  of  opinion,  in  order  to  efieA  an  uni^ 
£»rm  plan  for  the  conduct:  of  all  North-America,  that  it  will 
be  necessary  that  a  general  congress  be  held,  and  that  deputies 
should  there  be  present  from  the  several  colonies,  lully  informed 
of  the  sentiments  of  those  in  whose  behalf  they  appear,  that  such 
regulations  may  then  be  made  as  will  tend  most  effefhially  to 
produce  an  alteration  in  the  British  policy,  and  to  bring  about 
c  change  honourable  and  beneficial  to  all  America. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  spirit- 
ed conduft  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  all  the  other  northern 
provinces,  and  also  the  province  of  South  Carolina,  upon  this 
interesting  occasion,  and  will,  with  our  purses  and  persons, 
concur  with  them  in  all  legal  measures  that  may  be  conceived 
by  the  colonies  in  general,  as  most  expedient,  in  order  to  bring 
about  the  end  which  we  all  so  earnestly  wish  for. 

.  Resolved,  That  it-is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  Phila'- 
de^hia  will  be  the  most  proper  place  for  holding  the  American 
congress,  and  the  20th  of  September  the  most  suitable  time; 
but  in  this  we  submit  our  own  to  the  general  convenience  of 
the  other  colonies. 

Resolved^  That  we  consider  the  cause  of  the  town  of  Bos* 
ton  as  the  common  cause  of  British  America,  and  as  sufiering 
in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies  in  general;  and  there- 
fore we  have,  in  proportion  to  our  abilities,  sent  a  supply  of 
provisions  for  the  indigent  inhabitants  of  that  place,  thereby 
to  express  our  sympathy  in  their  distress,  and  as  an  earnest 
of  our  sincere  intentions  to  contribute  by  every  means  in  our 
power  to  alleviate  their  distress,  and  to  induce  them  to  main- 
tain, with  prudence  and  firmness,  the  glorious  cause  in  which 
they  at  present  sufier. 

« 

To  the  Freeholders  of  Crzvcn  County* 

Gentlemen, 
AT  this  conjunction  of  British  politics,  when  the  liberty  and 
pcoperty  of.  Northr American  subjetfts  are  at  stake,  when  the 

H  2  ^C^l^XTi^** 
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ed  from  the  committees  in  the  other  colonics,  the  comenti  •£ 
which  are  held  secret.  Whatever  measures  may  have  been 
taken^  the  combination  is  assuredly  at  least  indecent  and  inglo- 
rious. 

The  first  intimation  that  I  received,  except  from  vague  hu- 
mour, of  the  measures  lately  taken  here,  was  from  the  indoted 
letter  of  a  committee  at  Wilmington,  to  the  freeholders  of  Cra- 
ven county,  where  my  residence  is  fixed.  Whereupon  I  un- 
mediately  ordered  the  council  to  be  summoned,  that  I  mieht 
advise  with  them  on  the  measures  proper  to  be  taken  to  dis- 
courage and  prevent  such  unlawful  and  indecent  proceeding;!.. 
Your  lordship  will  see,  by  the  minutes  of  that  board,  herewith 

•  transmitted,  that  on  the  1 2th  of  last  month  I  laid  the  letter 
before  them,  and  that  I  issued,  with  their  advice,  a  proclama- 
tion, the  next  day;  apprehending  however,  that  under  the 
total  inability  of  government  to  enforce  even  what  common 
decorum  required,  the  proposed  meeting  of  deputies  at  New- 
burn,  the  seat  of  government,  that  was  ultimately  agreed  to  be 
the  place  of  rendezvous  would  be  accordingly  held,  and  con- 
sidering it  would  be  my  duty  to  be  at  hand,  to  discourage  their 

'  proceedings  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power,  and  to  take  sucb 
measures  as  circumstances  should  require  for  the  maintenance 
of  order  and  government,  I  resolved  there  to  wait  until  the 
time  of  meeting  was  past,  although  the  very  impaired  state  of 
my  health  made  it  highly  expedient  to  remove,  at  that  season, 
from  so  unwholesome  a  situation,  whence,  at  the  very  time,  I 
was  compelled  to  send  my  family  to  New  York,  as  the  only 
chance  of  preserving  it  from  destruction. 


Resolutions  entered  into  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
triB  of  Wilmington,  ^\st  July,  1774,  and  Address  /«  the 
Freeholders  of  Cx^s^n  County. 

{Enclosed  in  the  preceding,"] 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  distriA  rf 
Wilmington  in  the  province  of  North  Carolinaj  held 
at  the  town  of  Wilmington,  July  21st,  1774- 

William  HooPEP,  Esq.  Chairman. 
Resolved,  ■     • 

THAT  colonel  James  Moore,  John  Ancrum,  Fred.  Jow^ 
Samuel  Ashe,  Robert  Howe,  Robert  Hogg,  Francis  Claytoo> 
and  Archibald  Maclane,£sqrs.  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  circu- 
lar letter  to  the  several  counties  of  this  province^  expressiipe  of 
the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  distrift  with  respeft'to'l^ 

scvcnil 
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teveral  a£b  of  pariiament  lately  inade  for  the  cmpmsion  of  our 
sister  colony  of  the  Massachusset's  Bay,  for  having  exerted  itself 
in  defence  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  highly  expedient  that  the  several 
counties  of  this  province  should  send  deputies  to  attend  a  ge- 
neral meeting  at  Johnston  court  house,  on  the  ioth  day  of 
August  next,  then  and  there  to  debate  upon  the  present  alarms- 
ing  state  of  British  America,  and  in  concert  with  the  other 
colonies,  to  adopt  and  prosecute  such  measures  as  will  most  ef* 
£s£tuaUy  tend  to  avert  the  miseries  which  threaten  us. 
.  Resolved,  That  we  are  of  opinion,  in  order  to  effeft  an  uni- 
£»rm  plan  for  the  conduct:  of  all  North-America,  that  it  will 
be  necessary  that  a  general  congress  be  held,  and  that  deputies 
should  there  be  present  from  the  several  colonies,  liilly  informed 
of  the  sentiments  of  thosein  whose  behalf  they  appear,  that  such 
regulations  may  then  be  made  as  will  tend  most  effefhially  to 
pi^duce  an  alteration  in  the  British  policy,  and  to  bring  about 
ff  change  honourable  and  beneficial  to  all  America. 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  spirit- 
ed conduft  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  all  the  other  northern 
provinces,  and  also  the  province  of  South  Carolina,  upon  this 
interesting  occasion,  and  will,  with  our  purses  and  persons^ 
concur  with  them  in  all  legal  measures  that  may  be  conceived 
by  the  colonies  in  general,  as  most  expedient,  in  order  to  bring 
about  the  end  which  we  all  so  earnestly  wish  for. 

Resolved,  That  it-is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  Phila- 
delphia will  be  the  most  proper  place  for  holding  the  American 
congress,  and  the  20th  of  September  the  most  suitable  time; 
but  in  this  we  submit  our  own  to  the  general  convenience  of 
the  other  colonies. 

Resolved^  That  we  consider  the  cause  of  the  town  of  Bos* 
ton  as  the  common  cause  of  British  America,  and  as  sufiering 
in  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies  in  general  5  and  therc"- 
fore  we  have,  in  proportion  to  our  abilities,  sent  a  supply  of 
provisions  for  the  indigent  inhabitants  of  that  place,  thereby 
to  express  our  sympathy  in  their  distress,  and  as  an  earnest 
of  our  sincere  intentions  to  contribute  by  every  means  in  our 
power  to  alleviate  their  distress,  and  to  induce  them  to  main- 
tain, with  prudence  and  firmness,  the  glorious  cause  in  which 
they  at  present  suffer. 

To  the  Freeholders  of  CrzYcn  County* 

Gentlemen, 
AT  this  conjunction  of  British  politics,  when  the  liberty  and 
property  of .  I^orthr Axxierican  subje<fls  are  at  stake,  when  the 

Ha  schemes 
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jcfaemoi  iaf  a  dosigning  minister  are  60  fso*  matured  to  a£doB 
thatxhc  pert  of  Boston  is  shnt  up»  that  the  charter  of  dK 
Massachusetts  Bay  is  cruelly  infringed,  and  its  government 
•converted  into  one  nearly  fxulitary,  to  be  silent  would  be  insi- 
•dipus. 

To  airoid  such  imputations  to  this  part  of  the  provincCy  "vo^ 

•the  subscribers,  appointed  a  committee  of  correspondence  for 

■the  town  and  district  of  Wilmington,  at  a  most  respectable 

'fleeting  of  the  freeholders  of  this  distriA,  by  their 

command,  take  this  earliest  opportunity  of  acquainting 

with  their  resolutions,  a  cc^  of  which  we  now  inclose  to  you, 

and  request  that  you  would  send  the  members  already  by  yon 

^eAed,  to  represent  you  in  the  general  assembly,  or  such  other 

.persons  whom  you  shall  approve  of,  to  appear  as  your  diqii»- 

xties  at  the  court  house  of  Jolmston  county,  on  the  2oth  day  rf 

August  nest,  possessed  of  the  sentiments  of  those  on  whose 

bet^they  attend,  and  with  fiill  power  to  express  it  as  ohligai- 

tory  upon  the  future   condu£t  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  pvok 

vince  ^  and  then  and  there  to  consult  and  determine  what  may- 

he  necessary  to  the  general  welfare  of  America  and  of  this  pro* 

Vince.     We  at  the  same  time  take  the  liberty  to  in£arm  yoi^ 

.that  there  has  been  set  on  foot  a  subscription  for  the  relief  of 

the  poor  artisans  and  labourers  of  the  town  of  Boston,  por^ 

eluded  by  one  of  the  forementioned  measiu*e5  of  the  BritiA 

minister,  from  following  their  respedtive  occupations,  and  we 

have  reason  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  generous  oon- 

tribution  of  the  inhabitants,  which  has  put  it  in  our  power  ft 

load  a  Vessel  with  provisions,  which  will  sail  this  week  fiar^thf 

port  of  Salem. 

We  rely  upon  your  sending  an  immediate  answer  to  thcae 
our  proposals,  and  wishing  you  success  in  all'your  efibrt^  for 
the  sujqpcBTt  of  the  constitutional  liberties  of  Apierica^  permit 
us  to  subscribe  ourselves. 

Gentlemen, 
Your  very  humble  servants,         Ja.  Moore, 

Rob-  Hogg, 
Francis  Ciaytoa^ 
John  Ancrtun, 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  TMa&  toihtJEaidtf 
Dartmouth^  dated  Charles  Town,  19/A  December,  1774. 

NOTHING  new  has  occurrQdin  this  province  rdbtiVff.  to 
the  American  discontents,  nor  do  I  expect  any  before  iSttt  ft 
ing  in  next  January  of  the  deputies  from  the  several  priris 

fiar 
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for  the  chposkig  delisgtttes  to  assist  at'  the  genet^  Cmigress'  aj^ 
Fhiladelphisii  in  Mxy  next»  when  something  may,  perhs^s  be 
produced  either  from  some  bold  dissentient  or  dariiig  d^ar; 
'gogue^  with  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  acquaint  your  lordship^ 
if  any  thing  is  of  consequence  enough  to  deserve  your  lordn 
ship's  notice. 

Cbargegiiien  by  Judge  Drayton  £/" South  Carolii^,  and.  Prtsmi^, 

ments  oftht  Grand  Jury* 

South  Carolina^  Camden  Distri^t^ 
November  SessionSy  I*] 'j^, 
AT  a  court  of  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  oyer  and  ter- 
miner, assize  and  general  ^ol  delivery^  begun  and  holden  at 
Camden  for  the  distrift  of  Camden,  on  the  5th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 774,  before  the  Honourable 
William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq.  one  of  the  justices  of  our  soye* 
telgn  Lord  the  King. 

Ordered,  That  the  charge  of  his  honour  the  judge,  together 
with  the  presentments  of  the  grand  jury  at  the  present  sessions, 
be  published. 

By  the  Court, 

John  N.  Oglethorpe,  D.  C.  C-  and  Sd . 

The  CHARGE. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury, 

You  are  now  met  to  discharge  one  of  the  most  important 
dtities  m  society,  for  you  are  assemMed  arbiters  of  the  inno* 
cdice  or  guilt  o£  such  of  your  fellow  citizens  who  are  so  unr 
Ibrcunate  as  to  have  afforded  occasion,  however  slight,  for  the 
l^iws  to  take  cognizance  of  xheir  conduct.  You  are  authorized 
ta  pass  judgment  in  the  £rst  instance  upon  the  apparently 
giulty  wretch,  and  by  your  acquitting  voice  you  h^ve  power 
to  shield  apparent  innocence  from  a  malicious  prosecution | 
such  powers  have  the  constitution  of  your  country  vested  in 
you,  powers  no  less  important  thaa  truly  honourable,  when  ex- 
ercised with  a  fearlesfe  integrity. 

It  is  your  indispensible  duty  to  endeavour  to  exercise  these 
powers  with  propriety;  it  is  mine  concisely  to  point  out  to  you 
the  Uneof  your  conduct,  a  conduct .  which  the  venerable  con- 
•tktttion  of  your  country  intends,  by  protecting  the  innocent 
and  by  deliverin^y  the  guilty  over  to  the  course  of  law,  should 
0pef2it  to  flourish  in  its  native  vigour,  even  that  constitution 
icsclf  from  whose  generous  spirit  we  have  a  title  to  call  our- 
§Are%  freaactty  an  appelbtion  which  peculiarly  distinguishes 

'  H  3  the 
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the  English  subjecb  (those  unfortunately  disappointed  fellow* 
citizens  in  Quebec  excepted)  and  ranks  them  above  all  the 
civilized  nations  of  the  earth. 

By  as  much  as  you  prefer  freedom  to  slavery,  by  so  much 
ought  you  to  prefer  a  generous  death  to  servitude,  and  to  ha^ 
zard  every  thing  to  endeavour  to  maintain  that  rank  which  is 
so  gloriously  pre-eminent  above  all  other  nations.  You  ought 
to  endeavour  to  preserve  it,  not  only  for  its  inestimable  value, 
but  from  a  reverence  to  our  ancestors  from  whom  we  receive^ 
it,  and  from  a  love  of  our  children,  to  whom  we  are  bound  by 
every  consideration  to  deliver  doivn  this  legacy,  the  most 
valuable  that  ever  was  or  can  be  delivered  to  posterity.  It  is 
compounded  of  the  most  generous  civil  liberty  which  ever  ex- 
isted, and  the  sacred  christian  religion*  released  from  the  al>» 
surdities  which  are  inculcated,  the  shackles  which  are  impos- 
ed, the  tortures  which  are  inflifted,  and  the  flames  which  are 
lighted,  blown  up  and  fed  with  blood,  by  the  Romap  catholic 
do^bines :  doftrincs  which  tend  to  establish  a  most  cruel  ty- 
nmny  in  church  and  state;  a  tyranny  under  which  alj  Europe 
groaned  for  many  ages.  And  such  are  the  distinguishing  cluk» 
radters  of  this  legacy,  which  may  God  of  his  infinite  goodness 
and  mercy  long  preserve  to  us  and  graciously  continue  to  our 
posterity:  but  without  our  pious  and  unwearied  endeavours  tQ 
preserve  those  blessings,  it  is  folly  and  presumption  to  hope 
for  a  continuance  of  them.  Hence  in  order  to  stimulate  your 
exertions  in  favour  of  your  civil  liberties,  which  protect  yoUr 
religious  rights;  instead  of  discoursing  to  you  of  the  laws  of 
other  states  and  comparing  them  to  our  own,  allow  me  to  tdl 
you  what  your  civil  liberties  are,  and  to  charge  you,  which  I 
do  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  to  hold  them  dearer  than  your 
lives;  a  lesson  and  charge  at  all  times  proper  from  a  judges 
but  particularly  so  at  this  crisis,  when  America  is  in  one  gene* 
ral  and  generous  commotion  touching  this  truly  important 
point. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  draw  any  other  charaftcr  of  those 
liberties  than  that  great  line  by  which  they  are  distinguished} 
and  happy  is  it  for  the  subject  that  those  liberties  can  be  mark- 
ed in  so  easy  and  in  so  distinguished  a  manner.  And  this  is  the 
distinguishing  charafter  :  English  people  cannot  be  taxed,  nay 
they  cannot  be  bound  by  any  law  unless  by  their  consent,  ex- 
pressed by  themselves  or  by  their  representatives  of  their  own 
ielection.  This  colony  was  settled  by  English  subjedls  ^  by  a 
people  from  England  herself;  a  people  who  brought  over 
with  them,  who  planted  in  this  colony,  and  who  transmitted  to 
their  posterity,  the  invaluable  rights  of  Englisjuncn  s  nghtib 
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which  no  time,  no  contra£):>  no  climate  can  diminish.  Thus 
possessed  of  such  rights,  it  is  of  the  most  serious  importance 
that  you  strictly  execute  those  regulations  which  have  arisen 
from  such  a  parentage,  and  to  which  you  have  given  the  au- 
thority of  laws  by  having  given  your  constitutional  consent  that 
they  should  operate  as  laws  ;  for  by  your  not  executing  what 
those  laws  required,  you  would  weaken  the  force,  and  would 
shew,  I  may  ^most  say,  a  reasonable  contempt  of  those  consti- 
tutional rights  out  of  which  your  laws  arise,  and  which  yoa 
<!^ught  to  defend  and  support  at .  the  hazard  of  your  lives. 
Hence  by  all  those  ties  which  mankind  hold  most  dear  and 
sacred ;  your  reverence  to  your  ancestors  ;  your  love  to  your 
own  interests;  your  tenderness  to  your  posterity;  by  all  the  awr 
fifl  obligations  of  your  oath,  I  charge  you  to  do  your  duty ;  to 
maintain  the  laws,  the  rights,  the  constitution  of  your  country^ 
even  at  the  hazard  of  yoifr  lives  and  fortunes. 
■  Some  courtly  judges  style  themselves  the  King's  servants,  a 
style  which  sounds  harshly  in  our  ears,  inasmuch  as  the  being  a 
servant  implies  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  master,  and 
such  judges  might  possibly  think,  that  in  the  present  situation 
of  American  af&irs,  this  charge  is  inconsistent  with  my  duty  to 
the  King.  But  for  my  part,  in  my  judicial  character,  I  know 
do  master  but  the  law;  I  am  a  servant,  not  to  the  King,  but  to 
the  constitution;  and  in  my  estimation,  I  shall  best  discharge 
niy  duty  as  a  good  subject  to  the  King  and  a  trusty  officer  un- 
der the  constitution,  when  I  boldly  declare  the  law  to  the 
people,  and  instruct  them  in  their  civil  rights.  Indeed  you, 
gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury,  cannot  properly  comprehend 
your  duty,  and  your  great  obligation  to  perform  it,  unless  you 
know  those  civil  rights  from  which  these  duties  spring,  and 
by  knowing  the  value  of  those  rights  thence  learn  your  obli- 
gations to  perform  these  duties. 

Having  thus  generally  touched  upon  the  natiu-eand  impor- 
tance of  your  civil  rights,  in  order  to  excite  you  to  execute 
those  laws  to  which  they  have  given  birth;  I  will  now  concisely 
point  out  to  you  the  particular  duties  which  the  laws  of  your 
country  require  at  your  hands. 

r  '  Unbiassed  by  a£^ction  to,  and  unawed  by  fear  of  any  man, 
or  any  set  of  men,  you  are  to  make  presentment  of  every  person 
ahd  of  every  proceeding  militating  against  public  good.  The 
law  orders  me  particularly  tp  give  in  cliarge,  to  watch  carefully 
oyer  our  Negro  act  and  our  jury  law,  a  law  which  cannot  be 
t6o  highly  valued,  whether  we  regard  the  excellency  of  its  na- 
tHre  or  the  importance  of  it?  object.  This  law  carries  in  itself 
gn  indelible  mark  of  what  high  importance  the  legisbturfl 

H  4  thought; 
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thought  it  when  tliey  enabled  it^  and  it  carries  in  itself  also  a 
kind  of  prophecy  that  its  existence  in  its  native  vigor  would  in 
after  times  be  endangered)  and  therefore  it  is  that  the  law  or« 
ders  the  judges  ever  to  change  the  grand  juries  to  watch  over  it 
with  care  ^  indeed  you  ought  to  do  so  with  the  most  jealous 
circumspe£Hon.     A  learned  judge  says,  "  Every  new  tribunal: 
created  for  the  decision  of  facls,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
jury,  is  a  step  towards  aristocracy,  the  most  oppressive  of  ab- 
solute governments;  and  it  is  therefore  a  duty  which  every 
xrian  owes  to  his  country,  his  friends,  his  posterity,  and  him- 
selft  to  maintain  to  the  utmost  of  his  power  this  valuable  con^ 
stitytion  in  all  its  rights,  to  restore  it  to  its  ancient  dignity,  if 
at  all  impaired ;  to  amend  it  wherever  it  is  defedlive,  and  above 
all  to  guard  with  the  most  jealous  circumspection,  against  the 
introduction  of  new  and  arbitrary  method  of  trial,  which  uzi. 
der  a  variety  of  plausible  pretences,  may  in  time  imperceptibly 
undermine  this  best  preservative  of  English  liberty."     Afr. 
Justice  Blackstone  terms  the  English  trials  by  jury,  the  f^orj  of 
the  EngU^  laws  ;  let  me  tell  you  our  trial  by  jury  is  that  kind 
of  glory  in  full  meridian  lustre,  in  comparison  of  which  the 
English  mode  only  appears  with  diminished  splendor. 

But  let  not  your  care  of  this  great  object  occupy  all  your 
attention;  you  are  to  find  all  such  bills  of  indichnent  as  the  cx^ 
amination  of  witnesses  in. support  of  them  may  induce  you  to 
think  there  is  a  probability  that  the  fact  charged  is  true ;  £ot 
you  are  not  to  exact  such  circumstantial  and  positive  evidence 
as:  would  be  necessary  to  support  the  indifhnent  before  a  petit 
jury.  To  make  those  presentments  and  to  find  these  bills,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  you  all  agree  in  opinion ;  twelve  united 
voices  among  you  are  sufficient  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a 
grand  jury :  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  twelve  of  you 
agree  in  opinion  upon  every  poliit  under  your  consideration  i 
aiKl  happy,  thrice  happy  arc  that  people  who  cannot  be  made 
to  suffer  under  any  construction  of  the  la»v ,  but  by  the  united 
voices  of  twenty-four  impartial  men,  haxing  no  interest  ia 
the  cause,  but  that  the  laws  be  executed  and  justice  be  aid» 
ministered. 

In  short,  that  you  may  discharge  your  duty  with  proprietys 
and  that  you  may  pursue  that  course  of  conduct  which  the  law 
requires,  let  me  in  the  strongest  terms  recommend  to  you  that 
you  keep  constantly  in  your  mind  the  nature  and  particulars 
of  the  oath  which  you  have  just  taken.  To  you  this  os^  ig 
of  as  much  importance  as  the  mariner's  compass  is  to  those  who 
^ail  on  the  ocean :  this  points  out  the  course  of  their  voyage  ^  - 
your  oath  ds  clearly  |>oint$  out  to  you  the  course  of  your  coo* . 

chidt 
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duct.  Idaresay  youare  willing  to  discharge  that  doty  whsdi 
you  owe  to  society ;  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  will  dis* 
charge  at  with  advantage  to  the  publici  and  therefore  with 
honour  to  yourselves. 

The  Presentments  of  the  Grand  Jury  for  this  district 
at  a  court  of  general  sessions- of  the  peace,  oyer  and 
terminer,  assize  and  general-  goal  delivery,  begun  and 
holden  at  Camden,  on  the  5th  day  of  Novecflbcr  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1774. 

I.  We  present  as  ^  grievance,  the  extensive  bounds  of  the 
parish  ,of  St*  Mark,  which  makes  it  difficult  for  the  church- 
wardens aud  overseers  of  the  poor  to  collect  the  poor  tax,  askd 
a  great  means  to  hinder  the  propagation  of  the  gospel  in  the 
back  parts  of  the  said  parish. 

II.  We  present  as  a  grievance,  that  there  is  not  a  law  to 
ascertain  the  prices  of  entertainment  at  public  hoOses ;  there 
heing  a  great  number  of  them  in  Camden  district,  who  {fe-  . 
quently  impose  on  strangers  and  travellersi  by  making  them 
pay  exorbitantly  for  what  they  stand  in  xictd  of,  to  the  great 
detriment  of  the  poor.  ^  . 

III.  We  present  as  a  grievance  of  tlie  mo^t  dangerous  and 
alarming  nature,  the  power  exercised  by  the  parliament,  to  tax 
and  to  make  laws  to  bind  the  American  colonies  in  all  cases 
whatsoever.  We  conceive  such  a  power  is  destructive  of  our 
birth-rights  as  freemen,  descended  from  English  ancestors, 
seeing  such  freemen  cannot  be  constitutionally  taxed  or  bound 
by  any  law  without  their  consent,  expressed  by  themselves,  or 
implied  by  their  representatives  of  their  own  election,  a  con- 
sent which  the  good  people  of  this  colony  never  have  signified, 
to  be  taxed  or  bound  by  laws  of  the  British  parliament,  in 
which  they  never  have  had  any  constitutional  representation* 
And  whereas  we  rather  chuse  to  die  fireemen,  than  to  live 
slaves  bound  by  laws,  in  the  formation  of  which  we  have  no 
participation  \  so  now  that  the  body  of  this  district  are  legally 
assembled,  as  one  step  towards  the  defence  of  our  constitu- 
ti(»ial  rights,  which  are  dearer  to  us  than  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, we  think  it  our  indispensible  duty  to  the  people  of 
the  district,  to  ourselves,  the  grand  jurors  for  the  body  of  the 
people,  and  to  our  posterity,  thus  clearly  to  express  the  sense 
<rf  this  large  and  populous  district,  touching  our  constitutional 
rights,  and  the  very  imminent  danger  to  which  they  arc  ex-, 
posed  from  the  usurped  power  of  the  British  parliament,  tax- 
ing and  bylaw  binding  the  Americans  in  all  cases  whatsoever; 
bcan^  rescdy^  to  mamtain  our  constitutional  rights  at  the  ha- 
zard 
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zird.of  our  lives  and  fortunes,  wc  do  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend,  that  this  presentment  in  particular  be  laid  before  onr 
constitutional  representatives  in  general  assembled,  who»  wc 
doubt  not,  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  support  us  in  our  just 
rights. 

;  And  lastly,  in  testimony  of  the  satisfaction  we  feel,  and  the 
high  estimation  in  which  we  hold  the  charge  given  by  his  ho- 
nour the  Judge,  at  the  opening  the  court,  and  the  principles 
of  loyalty  and  libertyj  in  which  the  same  is  manifestly  founded, 
and  also  that  a  lasting  evidence  may  remain  of  that  true  and 
constitutional  language,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  judge  to 
adopt,  in  the  exercise  of  an  office  instituted  solely  for  the  prcv 
seryation  of  the  laws — ^we  make  it  our  request  that  his  ho- 
now*  will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  said  charge  to  be  printed  and 
made  public  ;  fiiUy  persuaded  that  e^^ery  man  will  read  it  with 
applause,  who  wishes  a'  lasting  security  to  the  British  constitu- 
tional establishment  .of  civil  and  religious  liberty^  we  also  re- 
commend the-publication  of  these  our  presentments. 

Matthew  Singleton,  Foreman. 
Joshua  English,     ■        Thomas  Casity, 
Silvester  Dunn,  -  Henry  Cassels, 

John  Perkins,  sen.        Jasper  Sutton, 

Samuel  Bradley 

James  Conyers, 

David  Wilson, 

Aaron  Frierson, 

Moses  Gordon, 

Samuel  Cantry, 

Edward  Dukey, 

John  Cantey. 


John  Payn, 
Isham  Moore, 
John  Canty, 
John  Witherspoon, 
John  Gamble, 
Robert  Carter, 
Henry  Hunter, 
David  Neilson, 


L.S. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  James  Wright, -ff/irf,  to  the  Eart  of 
JDartmouth,  dated  Savannah  'in  Georgia,  the  i^th  g^ Decern* 
ber,  17774. 

My  Lord, 

I  THINK  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  your  lordship,  that  since 
the  Carolina  deputies  have  returned  from  the  continental  con- 
gress, as  they  call  it,  every  means  possible  have  been  used  to 
raise  a  flame  again  in  this  province.  Those  people,  it  is  saidy 
solemnly  undertook  that  this  province  should  accede  to  the 
resolves  of  that  congress,  and  we  have  been  in  hot  water  ever 
since,  and  I  suppose  the  sons  of  liberty  here,  stimulated  by  the 
Carolinians,  will  take  upon  them  to  pass  resolves  in  the  name 
of  the  whole  province.    I  shall  endeavour  a?  ^lucii  sis  possible 
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to'  prevent  it|  but  the  sanction  given  to  rebellion  by  the  iTSolvet 
Atid  proceedings  of  that  congress,  has  greatly  encouraged  the 
sjpiHt  of  poUtical  enthusiasm,  which  many  were  possessed  of 
before,  and  raised  it  to  such  a  height  of  phrensy,  that  God 
knows  what  the  consequences  may  be,  or  what  man,  or  whote 

Eoperty  may  escape  tHeir  resentment ;  the  only  consolatioii  I 
ve,  my  lord,  is,  that  things  cannot  continue  long  in  this  staler 
tfnd  must  come  to  a  point  soon :  indeed  I  hope  some  deter- 
mination is  come  to  already,  or  will,  before  th^  parliament 
tfees  for  the  holidays.     I  have,  &c. 

J.  Wright. 

Bfitract  of  a  Letter fhm  the  HonourdUe  Governor  Gage  to  the  EaH 
cfD^rtmouthj  dated  Boston,  the  26th  ofDecembcr,  1 774. 

[^Received  January  /Ar  3 1 /f,  1 775.] 

*  I  HAD  the  honour  to  write  to  your  lordship  by  the  oppor- 
tunity of  Col.  Prescot  of  the  English  Fuzileers,  who  saileci  out 
of  this  harbour  in  a  transport  on  the  i6th  instant,  since  which 
time  we  have  received  accounts  of  an  attack  made  by  a  number 
of  people  in  New  Hampshire,  on  His  Majesty's  £brt  William 
and  Mary  in  Fiscataqua  harbour.  There  has  been  difierent 
reports  concerning  the  transaction,  but  I  transmit  your  lord- 
ship copies  and  extracts  of  letters  that  I  have  received  from 
governor  Wentworth  upon  the  subject.  A  fingate  and  skx^ 
of  war  are  now  in  that  harbour,  and  we  have  received  no  aCi- 
counts  of  further  disturbance  since  they  arrived. 

This  congress  we  have  heard  had  privately  appointed  a  com- 
missary to  provide  military  stores;  and  news  is  just  come  from 
Worcester  in  this  province,  that  he  or  his  deputies  are  pro- 
viding^ stock  of  pi'ovisions  at  that  place. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  W^tworih  to  Governor  Gzgpp 

dated  the  1 4/A  d/December,  1 774, 

[  ^Enclosed  in  Gen,  Gage'/  Letter  ofj^cfiejapbcr  the  26th ^  1774-3 

Portsmouth|  New  Hampslure. 
Sir, 
I  HAVE  the  honor  td  receive  your  excellency's  letter  of 
the  9th  instant,  with  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
yhich  were  both  delivered  to  me  on  Monday  evening  last  by 
Mr.  Whiting. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  concern  I  am  called  upon  by  my  duty 
to  the  King,  to  communicate  to  your  excellency  a  most  un« 
liappy  aSiur  perpetrated  here  this  day, 

Tcstcrdajr 
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Yesterday  in  the  ^gnoon,  Paul  Revere  arrived  in  thit 
tawny  express  from  a  committee  in  Boston  to  another  c^ou 
mittee  in  this  town,  and  delivered  his  dispatch  to  Mr.  Saouii) 
CuttSy  a  merchant  of  this  town,  who  immediately  convenol 
the  committee  of  which  he  is  one,  and,  as  I  learn,  laid  it  beferf 
them.  This  day  about  noon,  beifore  any  suspicions  could  h$ 
Jud  of  theii*  intentions,  about  fciu*  hundred  men  were  coUacted 
together,  and  immediatf-Iy  proceeded  to  liis  Majesty's  castkb 
William  and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  this  harbour,  and  for* 
cibly  took  possession  thereof ;  notwithstanding  the  best  d^f 
fence  that  could  be  made  by  captain  Cochran  (whose  conduct 
has  been  extremely  laudable,  as  your  exccUency  will  sec  by  the 
inclosed  letter  from  him),  and  by  violence  carried  away  up^ 
wards  of  loo  barrels  of  iK)wder  belonging  to  the  King^  depo- 
sited in  the  castle.  I  am  informed  that  expresses  have  been 
circulated  through  the  neighbouring  towns,  to  collect  a  nmiw 
ber  of  people  to-morrow,  or  as  soon  as  possible,  to  carry  avay 
all  the  cannon  and  arms  belonging  to  the  castle,  which  tbcf 
will  undoubtedly  effect,  unless  some  assistance  should  arri?c 
from  Boston  in  time  to  prevent  it.  This  event  too  plainlf 
proves  the  imbecility  of  this  government  to  carry  into  execur 
tion  his  Majesty's  order  in  council,  for  seizing  and  detaining 
arms  and  ammunition  imported  into  this  province,  without 
some  strong  ships  of  war  in  this  harbour  :  neither  is  the  pro«> 
vince  or  custom-house  treasury  in  any  degree  safe,  if  it  should 
come  into  the  mind  of  the  popular  leaders  to  seize  upon  them. 

The  principal  persons  who  took  the  lead  in  this  enormity 
are  well  known.  Upon  the  best  information  I  can  obtain^ 
this  mischief  originates  from  the  publishing  the  secretary  of 
state's  letter,  and  the  King^s  order  in  council  at  Rhode  IsbuKb 
prohibiting  the  exportation  of  military  stores  from  Great  Brir 
tain,  and  the  proceedin/'S  in  that  colony  in  consequence  of  it» 
which  have  been  published  here  by  the  fore^mentioncd  Afr. 
Revere,  and  the  dispatch  brought,  before  which  all  waB  pcr^ 
fectly  quiet  and  peaceable  here.     I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  J.  Wentworth. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Cochran,  Commander  of  Fcft 
%Villiam  and  Mary,  in  New  Hampshire,  to  Governor  Wcnt- 
worth,  dated  the  i/\th  ^December,  1774. 

{Enclosed  in  Governor  G^t^t^s  of  the  26/i  jf  December,  I774il 

May  it  please  yoi:r  Excellency, 

I  RECEIVED  your  Excellency's  favour  of  yesterdbyy  vai 
in  obedience  thereto  kept  a  stria  watch.  aU  n^^Xf  and  444^ 

two. 
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two  men  to  my  uvaal  number,  being  all  I  could  get.  Nothing 
material  occurred  till  this  day  one  o'clock,  when  I  was  in* 
ibrmed  there  was  a  number  of  people  coming  to  take  posses* 
sion  of  the  fort,  upon  which,  huaving  only  five  effcftive  men 
with  me,  I  prepared  to  make  the  best  defence  I  could,  and 
pointed  some  guns  to  those  places  where  I  expected  thejr 
would  enter.  About  three  o'clock  the  fort  was  beset  on  aU 
sides -by  upwards  of  four  hundred  men.  I  told  them,  on  their 
peril  not  to  enter ;  they  replied  they  would.  I  immediately 
ordered  three  four  pounders  to  be  fired  on  them,  and  then 
the  small  anns,  and  before,  we  could  be  ready  to  fire  again,  we 
wiere  stormed  on  all  quarters,  and  they  immediately  secured 
both  me  apd  my  men,  and  kept  us  prisoners  about  an  hbicur 
and  an  half,  during  which  time  they  broke  open  the  powder- 
house,  and  took  all  the  powder  away  except  one  barrel,  and 
having  put  it  into  hozts  and  sent  it  off,  they  released  me  from 
toy  confinement.  To  which  I  can  only  add,  that  I  did  all  in 
my  power  to  defend  the  fort,  but  alt  my  cffisrts  could  not  avtui 
igftinst  so  great  a  number.     I  am  your  excdlency's,  &c. 

(Signed)  John  CochraK". 

C^  ef  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  'Wentworth  tt> 
Governor  Gage,  &^rf Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  the  i6th 
jf  December, .  1 7  74. 

^Enclc^in  Governor  Gage's  oftheiSth  ^^December,  1774.3 

ON  Wednesday  last  after  twelve  o'clock,  an  insurrection 
Suddenly  took  place  in  this  town,  nnd  immediately  proceeded 
tp  his  Majesty's  castle,  attacked,  overpowered,  wounded  and 
confined  the  captain,  and  thence  took  away  all  the  King's  pow- 
der. Yestierday  numbers  more  assembled  and  last  night  brought 
off  many  cannons  &c.  and  about  sixty  muskets.  This  day 
the  town  was  full  of  armed  men  who  refuse  to  disperse,  but  ap- 
pear detSerminedto  conipleat  the  dismantling  the  fortress  intirely. 
Hidxerto  the  people  abstain  from  private  or  personal  injuries ; 
how  long  they  will  be  so  prevailed  on,  it  is  impossible  to  say. 
—I  must  sincerely  lament  the  present  distractions,  which  seem 
to  have  bm-st  forth  by  means  of  a  letter  from  William  Cooper 
tm  Swnual  Cutts,  delivered  hereon  Tuesday  last  P.  M.  by  Paul 
R^ere.  I  have  not  time  to  add  fiirther  on  this  melancholy 
•abject. 

•  P.  &  The  populace  threaten  to  abuse  colonel  Fenton,  be- 
cteue  he  has  to  them  declared  the  folly  of  their  conduct,  and 
^tt  he  will<io  hisduty  as  a  justice  in  executing  the  laws.  They 
will  never  prevail  on  him  to-retfact,  if  all  the  men  of  the  proi- 

vincc 
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'vince  attack  him.  If  I  had  had  two  hundred  such  men^  the 
castle  and  all  therein  would  yet  have  been  safe.  At  this  mo- 
ment the  heavy  cannon  are  not  carried  off,  but  how  soon  thcf 
may  be)  I  cannot  say. 

ExtraBrfa  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Governor  Coldon  to  the  Eari 
2^ Dartmouth,  dated  ^ew  York,  4/A  January,  177J. 

[Received  3 1st  January,  1 775-3 

My  Lord, 

THE  measures  pursued,  as  well  by  the  southern  as  eastern 
provinces,  put  the  moderate  and  peaceable  disposition  which 
prevails  among  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this  province 
daily  to  the  trial.     Enthusiasm  is  ever  contagious,  and  when 
propagated  by  every  artifice,  becomes  almost  irresistible.     The 
assembly  of  this  province,  as  I  formerly  informed  your  lord- 
ship, are  to  meet  next  Tuesday.     If  I  find  that  there  will  not 
be  a  majority  for  prudent  measures,  I  shall  incline  to  prorogue 
them  for  a  short  time,  that  the  plan  of  the  new  parliament 
may  be  known  here,  before  the  assembly  do  any  thing.     On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  room  to  fear,  that  if  the  assembly  do 
not  meet,  an  attempt  will  be  made  to  convene  a  provincial 
congress,  in  imitation  of  our  neighbours,  which  may  be  of 
worse  consequence.     I  propose  to  take  the  advice  of  his  Ma^ 
jcsty*s  council  to-morrow,  upon  the  interesting  and  importimt 
situation  of  affairs.     When  all  depends  upon  the  humour  of 
the  populace,  one  can  only,  my  lord,  form  very  uncertain 
conjectures  of  future  measures.     I  can  only  say,  with  cer- 
tainty, that  there  is  still  a  good  majority  of  the  most  respect- 
able people  in  this  place,  who  promote  peace,  and  discounte- 
nance violence. 

■ 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Deputy  Governor  0/*  Pennsylvania  U 
the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  Dated  Philadelphia,  31/^  JQe* 
cember,  1774. 

[Received  31//  January,  1775.] 

■I 

I  AM  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  since  my  last,  the  atr 
tembly  of  this  province  have  met,  agreeable  to  their  adjoum- 
ment,  and  have,  to  my  great  surprize,  unanimously  approYe4 
the  transactions  of  the  late  congress,  and  appointed  deputies  to 
attend  another,  proposed  to  be  held  at  this  city  in  May  next^ 
as  you  will  perceive  by  the  printed  votesj  whichi  indoscrft^ 
your  lordship's  fuller  information. 

There 
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There  seems  to.  be  too  general  a  disposition  every  where  to 
adhere  striftiy  to  the  resolutions  of  the  congress,  and  the  com- 
]xuttce$  for  this,  city  and  the  adjacent  distrids  have  already 
taken  upon  them  to  regulate  the  disposition  of  all  British  goods 
hnported  since  the  first  December. 

They  put  up  at  public  auction,  in  lots,  and  I  am  informed 
it  is  so  managed  that  they  are  struck  off  to  the  owners  at  an 
advance  of  one  per  cent  above  their  first  costs  and  (rharges, 
which  according  to  the  recommenda.tion  of  the  congress^  is  to 
he  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Bostoti. 

ExtraEf  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  Governor  Eden,  dated  Annapolis, 

Maryland,  30^5  December  1774. 

[Received  u/ February,  1775.] 

THIS  province  has  been  tolerably  quiet  since  I  arrived ;  be- 
fore that  they  had  in  one  or  two  instances  been  second  (I 
think)  in  violent  measures  to  Boston.  The  spirit  of  resistance 
against  the  tea  a£l,  or  any  mode  of  internal  taxation  is  as 
strong  and  universal  here  as  ever.  I  firmly  believe  that  they 
will  undergo  any  hardships  sooner  than  acknowledge  a  right 
in  the  British  parliament  in  that  particular,  and  will  persevere 
in  their  pon-importation  and  non-exportation  experiments,  in 
spite  of  every  inconvenience  that  they  must  consequently  be 
exposed  to,  and  the  total  ruin  of  their  trade. 

January  20. 

Adjourned  to  the  23d. 

January  23. 
Mr.  Alderman  Haxiey  said  he  had  a  petition  fi*om  the  mer- 
chants of  the  city  of  London  trading  to  North- America,  to 
that  honourable  House,  and  desired  leave  to  present  the  same, 
which  being  given,  it  was  brought  up  and  read>  setting  forth. 
That  the.  petitioners  arc  all  essentially  interested  in  the  trade 
to  North- America,  either  as  exporters  and  importers,  or  as 
venders  of  British  and  foreign  goods  for  exportation  to  that 
coimtry ;  and  that  the  petitioners  have  exported,  or  sold  for 
exportation,  to  the  British  colonics  in  North- America,  very 
large  quantities  of  the  manufadbire  of  Great  Britain  and 

:  Ireland,  and  in  particular  the  staple  articles  of  woolleiw 
iron,  and  linen,  also  thosd  of  cotton,  silk,  leather,  pewter, 
tin,  copper,  and  brass,  with  almost  every  British  manufac- 
ture; also  large  quantities  of  foreign  linens  and  other  ar- 
ticles imported  into  thes^  kingdoms,  from  Flaiiders,  H0I-. 
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land,  Germany)  the  East  Countries,  Portugal,  Spain,  and 
Italy,  which  arc  generally  received  from  those  countries  m 
return  for  British  manu^dures ;  and  that  the  pctitianers 
have  likewise  exported,  or  sold  for  exportation,  great  qnanti- 
ties  of  the  various  species  of  goods  imported  into  this  king- 
dom from  the  East-Indies,  part  of  which  receive  additional 
manufa^re  in  Great-Britain ;  and  that  the  petitioners  recciire 
returns  from  North-America  to  this  kingdom  direffly,  tiw. 
pig  and  bar  iron,  timber,  staves,  naval  stores,  tobacco,  ricc, 
indico,  deer  and  other  skins,  beaver  and  furs,  train  oil,  whale^ 
bone,  bees  wax,  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  drugs,  and  dying  woodsj 
with -some  bullion,' and  also  wheat  flour,  Indian  com  and 
salted  provisions,  when,  on  account  of  scarcity  in  Great- 
Britain,  those  articles  are  permitted  to  be  imported  j  and  that 
the  petitioners  receive  returns  circuitously  from  Ireland  (Ear 
flax  seed,  &c.  exported  from  North-America)  by  bilk  of 
exchange  on  the  merchants  of  this  city  trading  to  Ireland^ 
£or  the  proceeds  of  linens,  &c.  imported  into  these  kingdoms 
from  the  West  Indies ;  in  return  for  provisions,  lumber  and 
cattle,  exported  from  North  America,  for  the  use  and  support 
of  the  West  India  islands,  by  bills  of  exchange  on  the  "W^ 
bidia  merchants,  for  the  proceeds  of  sugar,  melasses>  nniiy 
cotton,  coSee,  or  other  produce,  imported  from  those  islands 
intQ  these  kingdoms ;  from  Italy,  Spain,  Portugal,  Francae^ 
Flanders,  Germany,  Holland,  and  the  East  Countries,  Vf 
bills  of  exchange  or  bullion  in  return  for  wheat  flour,  ric^ 
Indian  com,  fish,  and  lumber,  exported  from  the  British 
colonies  in  North- America,  for  the  use  of  those  countries; 
and  that  the  petitioners  have  great  reason  to  believe,  from 
the  best  informations  they  can  obtain,  that  on  the  balance 
of  this  extensive  commerce,  there  is  now  due  from  the 
colonies  in  North-America,  to  the  said  city  only,  2,ooo,oooL 
sterling,  and  upwards;  and  that,  by  the  direA  commerce 
with  the  colonies,  and  the  circuitous  trade  thereon  depend^ 
ing,  some  thousands  of  ships  and  vessels  are  employed,  and 
many  thousands  of  seamen  are  bred  and  maintained,  thereby 
cncrcasing  the  naval  strength  and  power  of  Great-Britain's 
and  that,  in  the  year  1765,  there  was  a  great  stagnation  of 
the  commerce  between  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies9  i 
consequence  of  an  adl  for  granting  and  applying  o 
stamp-duties,  and  other  duties,  in  the  British  colonies 
plantations  in  America,  by  which  the  merchants  trading  to 
North-America,  and  the  artificers  employed  in  the  vatioas 
manufai6iures  consumed  in  those  countries,  were  subjeffaed  to 
many  hardships ;  and  that,  in  the  following  year^  the  miA 
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a£t  was  repealed^  under  an  express  declan^tion  of  the  legist 
lature,  that  the  continuance  of  the  said  aft  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  inconveniencies,  and  might  be  produc- 
tive of  consequences  greatly  detrimental  to  the  commercial 
interests  of  these  kingdoms ;  upon  which  repeal,  the  trade 
to  the  British  colonies  immediately  resumed  its  former  flou- 
rishin^state ;  and  that  in  the  year  1767,  an  aft  passed  for 
granting  certain  duties  in  the  British  colonies  and  plantations 
in  America,  which  imposed  certain  duties,  to  be  paid  iU 
America,  on  tea,  glass,  red  and  white  lead,  painters  colours, 
paper,  paste-board,  mill-board,  and  scale-board,  when  the 
commerce  with  the  colonies  was  again  interrupted ;  and  that 
in  the  year  1770,  such  parts  of  the  said  aft  as  imposed  du- 
ties on  glass,  red  and  white  lead,  painter's  colours,  paperj 
paste-boari,  mill-board,  and  scale-board,  were  repealed,  when 
the  tirade  to  America  soon  revived,  except  in  the  article  of 
tea,  on  which  a  duty  was  continued,  to  be  demanded  on  its 
importation  into  America,  whereby  that  branch  of  our  com- 
merce was  nearly  lost  J  and  that,  in  the  year  1773,  ^^  ^^ 
passed,  to  allow  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  customs  on  the 
exportation  of  tea  to  his  Majesty's  colonies  or  plantations  .in 
America,  and  to  empower  the  commissioners  of  the  treasury 
to  grant  licences  to  the  East  India  company,  to  export  tea^ 
duty  free ;  and  by  the  operations  of  those  and  other  laws,  the 
minds  of  his  Majesty's  subjefts  in  the  British  colonies  have 
been  greatly  disquieted,  a  total  stop  is  now  put  to  the  export 
trade  with  the  greatest  and  most  important  part  of  North 
America,  the  public  revenue  is  threatened  with  a  large  and 
iatal  diminution,  the  petitioners  with  grievous  distress,  and 
thousands  of  industrious  artificers  and  manufafturers  with  ut- 
ter ruin ;  under  these  alarming  circumstances,  the  petitioners 
recdve  no  small  comfort,  from  a  persuasion  that  the  repre- 
-sentatives  of  the  people,  newly  delegated  to  the  most  impor- 
tant of  all  trusts,  will  take  tlie  whole  of  these  weighty  mat- 
ters  into  their  most  serious  consideration ;  and  therefore  pray* 
ing  the  house,  that  they  will  enter  into  a  full  and  immediate 
examination  of  that  system  of  commercial  policy,  which  wa$ 
formerly  adopted,  and  uniformly  maintained,  to  the  happi* 
ness  and  advantage  of  both  countries,  and  will  apply  such 
hcalmg  remedies  as  can  alone  restore  and  establish  the  com* 
merce  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  on  a  perma* 
nent  foundation ;  and  that  the  petitioners  may  be  heard  by 
themselves  or  agents,  in  support  of  the  said  petition; 
.Mr.  Hrfhif  xnQved  that  tins  petition  be rmxred  to  the  cozn» 
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mittse  appointed  to  t^e  into  consideration  the  American  psH 
perS}  on  the  26th. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  W.  Meredith  said,  that  as  the  woithj 
aldermanj  whose  rank  stands  $0  high,  and  whose  charaAer  is 
so  honourably  distinguished  in  the  list  of  merchants,  had 
expressed  his  wishqs  not  only  for  a  reconciliation,  but  for  % 
speedy  reconciliation  with  America,  he  submitted  to  his  judg- 
ment, whether  a  speedy  reconciliation  was  prafticable  or  c(m- 
sistent  with  such  a  length  of  enquiry  as  his  motion  led  to ; 
that  of  ail  the  evils  American  merchants  now  suffer,  suspense 
is  the  greatest ;  that  he  trusted  the  committee  already  ap- 
pointee! would  make  the  removal  of  that  suspense  the  first 
objeA  of  their  consideration  and  their  care ;  at  least  he  hoped» 
that  the  hands  of  government  might  not  be  tied  up,  nor  the 
powers  of  parliament  restrained  from  giving  that  speedy  re- 
lief which  the  pressure  of  affairs  requires^  that  there  .is  still 
some  hope  left,  that  the  flames  in  America  may  be  quenchedf 
if  proper  and  efFe£hial  means  are  speedily  applied }  but  the 
task  will  every  hour  become  more  and  more  difficult,  and  if 
protradled  to  the  long  period,  which  the  proposed  enquiry 
may  lead    to,    impraSficable,    Sir  William  addedj   tJxiX'  he 
should  be  very  sorry  to  take  upon  himself  the  copscquCQlC^ 
of  exposing  the  situations  of  j^ivate  merchants  to  public  'vie^r^ 
especially  at  this  junfture;  but,  if  they  really  desired,  an  a^ 
quiry  into  their  affairs,  he  himself  would  give  his  tinxe^  hi$ 
labour,  and  every  possible  assistance  to  it ;  but  hoped^  soch 
an  enquiry  might  not  be  made  use  of  to  defeat  every  good  in- 
tention, and  clog  every  salutary  measure  that  might  be  pro- 
posed in  the  present  conmiittee ;  he  should  therefore -recoflDH 
mend  it  to  the  House  to  appoint  a  separate  committee 'for  the 
consideration  of  the  merchants'  petition,  and  for  that  purpose 
move  an  amendmaity  that  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  on 
the  27  th. 

Mr.  Burke  was  glad  to  hear  the  right  hono\u*able  gentleman 
talk  of  a  speedy  reconciliation,  and  therefore  must  conclude 
that  the  price  of  his  bargain  with  tlie  minister  when  he  went 
over  to  his  party,  was  a  speedy  reconciliation  ;  yet  at  the  same 
time  he  was  sorry  to  see  how  knavish  the  noble  lord  hadbeeOt 
for  instead  of  putting  into  his  hand  the  reconciliatory  nuea? 
sures,  he  had  slipped  into  his  hand  a  wand,  which  wand  VV 
now  become  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  administration.  ](Jie 
proceeded  to  shew  how  materially  the  trade  and  compierfse 
with  America  ought  to  be  considered  before  any  decidyeatClf 
were  taken,  and  declared  himself  totally  ignorant  that  tek 
committee  appointed  for  Thursday  (the  26th)  were  ^  ti^ 
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into  consideration  the  papers  only  which  lay  on  the  table ;  he 
insisted  that  every  information  possible  would  add  to  the  dis^- 
,patch5  and  not  to  the  delay  of  a  reconciliation  \  that  as  the 
rrioble  lord  (North)  had  denied  them  the  opinions  of  persons 
0!j  the  spot,  the  committee  could  not  receive  more  material 
information  than  from  the  merchants  trading  thither,  who 
.were  .greatly  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  colonies ;  that  if 
there  was  not  time  sufficient  to  settle  the  American  business, 
was  not  the  noble  lord  in  fault  in  adjourning  a  month  to  eat 
-mince  pies  and  drink  Christmas  ale,  when  so  material  a  ques* 
tion  was  depending  ?  He  called  the  proposed  committee  a 
Coventry  'committee^  in  allusion  to  a  well  known  pradtice,  by 
which  a  troublesome  person  is  voted  to  be  sent  to  Coventry, 
whereby,  without  turning  him  out  of  company^  he  is  wholly 
.excluded  from  all  attention  \  he  may  be  ridiculed  and  laughed 
at,  and  cannot  interfere  in  his  own  defence.  He  also  called  it 
a  conunittee  of  oblivion,  consigifing  every  thing  the  merchants 
could  allcdge  to  entire  oblivion.  He  congratulated  the  minis-* 
ter  on  such  a  friend  (as  Sir  William);  the  merchants  on 
such  an  able  and  powerful  advocate ;  the  cabinet  on  such  a 
counsellor  5  the  right  honourable  gentleman  himself  on  such 
a  patron  \  and  the  King  and  parliament  on  the  happiness  of 
•having  vso  respedable  a  person  in  a  situation  to  reciprocally 
impart  the  desires  and  widies  of  either  party  to  each  other. 
He  prophesied  the  most  salutary  effefts  from  so  happy  a  be. 

Sinning.  He  compared  the  right  honoiu-able  gentleman  to 
ampson,  and  the  ministers,  and  the  friends  of  tiie  declara- 
tory afl:  and  all  the  revenue  adls,  to  the  Philistines ;  and  sup- 
posed himself  to  be  involved  in  the  ruin,  which  must  follow 
irom  pulling  down  the  pillars  which  iiad  supported  the  system 
of  destruAive  policy  and  oppression,  which  the  right  honour- 
aWe  gentleman  contended  ought  to  have  been  resisted.  In  a 
word,  he  turned,  twisted,  metamorphosed,  and  represented 
eivcry  thing  which  he  had  advanced  into  so  many  ridiculous 
forms,  that  the  House  was  kept  in  a  continued  roar  of 
laughter. 

'  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  replied  to  Mr.  Burke,  and  ironically  com-^ 
{)Umented  him ;  but  begged  leave  to  differ  from  him,  as  to 
the  matter  in  debate.  He  observed,  that  the  comniittee  ap- 
pointed for  Thiursday.  the  26thj  was  intended  to  consider  of 
the  papers,  in  order  to  come  to  some~ speedy  resolution,  suited 
^o  the  dignity  of  parliament,  and  the  present  situation  of 
nffiurs  in. America }  that  the  greac  variety  of  h&Sy  and  mass 
of  matter,  which  would  come  of  course  under  consideration 
la  the  comniitteei  to  which  the  petition  must  be  referred, 
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would  be  a  work  of  great  and  laborious  toil ;  and  that  the 
views  and  objeAs  of  the  enquiry,  originating  with  the  pa- 
persy  and  the  petition  being  totally  distin^l  in  their  natiu^ 
the  determinations  and  execution  arising  from  both  must  be 
different. 

The  Right  Honourable  jT.  Towmhetid  contended,  that  it 
would  be  fairer  and  more  manly  to  reje^l  the  petition  at  once, 
than  thtis  endeavour  to  defeat  it ;  that  tlie  pretence  of  appoint- 
ing a  committee  was  but  a  mere  evasion ;  and  that  indeed,  as 
much  had  been  already  avowed  by  the  honourable  member 
who  proposed  the  amendment ,  who  pointed  out  so  late  as  the 
month  of  June  before  it  could  be  supposed  capable  of  deter- 
mining or  coming  to  any  resolution. 

Lord  Clare  was  for  not  submitting  to  the  Americans  in  the 
least,  and  ridiculed  the  opinion  of  those  who  said  we  had  a 
right  to  tax  America,  yet  ought  not  to  exercise  it. 

Mr.  Charles  Fcxy  in  favour  of  the  Americans,  repeatedly 
called  on  Lord  North  to  know  who  was  the  man  that  advised 
the  late  adls,  for  it  was  he  who  had  created  the  disturbances, 
it  was  he  who  had  placed  General  Gage  and  his  troops  in  the 
ridiculous  situation  in  which  they  were,  and  it  was  he  who 
ought  to  answer  to  his  country  for  the  mischief  and  expence 
tliat  might  ensue.  He  attacked  the  minister  violently  ;  point- 
ed out  his  delays  before  Christmas,  and  his  speed  after :  he 
^id,  the  committee  was  meant  no  more  than  a  mere  farce,  to 
delude  the  merchants,  as  he  was  certain  nothing  serious  was 
intended. 

Lord  J.  Cavendish  was  for  the  petition  being  heard  with  the 
papers,  and  condemned  Lord  North  for  his  behaviour  in 
bringing  in  estimates  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  before 
he  knew  the  expence  which  would  be  necessary ;  that  it  was 
a  deceit  to  the  country  gentlemen,  who  retired  into  the  coudt 
try  satisfied  with  the  estimate  at  first,  and  who  never  imaginedl 
there  would  be  any  further  sum  required :  that  his  lordship 
was  pressed,  and  ought  to  have  laid  before  the  House  the 
papers  before  the  liolldays,  as  he  was  desired. 

Lord  North  d^ifended  the  delay  before  the  holidays  chiefly 
on  two  grounds:  first,  for  want  of  necessary  information; 
secondly,  because  he  understood  from  several  persons,  who 
pretended  to  know  it,  that  the  address  from  the  continental 
congress  to  the  King,  was  of  that  conciliatory  nature  as  to 
make  way  for  healing,  lenient  measures.  As  to  the  question 
before  the  House,  besides  repeating  the  very  great  delays  which 
the  matters  contained  in  the  petition  would  probably  occasioDi 
it  could  not,  with  the  least  colour  of  propriety,  be  considered 
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with  the  papers;  one  being  simply  an  object  of  commerce,  the 
odier  clearly  a  matter  of  policy.  He  said,  his  reason  for  not  - 
laying  the  papers  before  the  House  sooner  was,  on  account  of 
what  the  Americans  called  a  congress j  but  what  he  called  M 
illegal  and  reprehensible  meeting,  not  being  finished;,  ancl^ 
that  he  was  informed  a  petition  would  be  sent  from  them  to 
the  throne,  which  would  reconcile  all  matters  in  an  amicably 
manner.  ' 

Sir   George  McCartney   was   severe   against   the   petition,; 
though,  he  said,  he  wished  to  be  thought  a  friend  to  so  re-^ 
spe£table  a  body  as  the  petitioners ;  petitions  were  crenerally 
framed,  he  said,  and  brought  about  by  some  interested  persons, 
who  had  artifice  enough  to  induce  others  to  sign  them. 

Captain  LuttreiL  I  have  listened  with  attention  to  this  de- 
bate, in  hopes  of  receiving  such  instruction  as  might  enable 
ine  to  judge  which  way  of  adting  will  be  most  conducive  [to 
the  welfare  of  America  and  this  country.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to 
find  such  a  variety  of  opinions  prevail  amongst  us,  as  makes 
it  very  difficult  to  determine  what  measures  are  likely  to  prove 
the  most  salutary ;  but  being  neither  willing  to  be  led  astray 
by  the  oratory  of  one  man,  or  the  party  zeal  of  another.  I 
feel  a  wbh  to  consider  this  petition  on  the  day  moved  for, 
and  to  pursue  an  opinion  I  have  adopted  &om  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  Americans,  their  coimtry,  and  their 
coasts.  Sir,  that  the  colonies  are  inseparably  united  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  I  trust  will  never  be  denied  by 
the  friends  of  either  clime ;  but  though  it  has  been  asserted^ 
America  can  subsist  without  our  commerce,  I  believe  nobody 
will  say,  she  can  flourish  without  our  protection.  If  we 
abandon  her  to  her  present  miserable  situation,  she  must  soon 
sue  to  us  or  to  some  other  power  for  succour.  Insecure  in, 
their  lives  and  properties,  the  Americans  must,  ere  long,  ex- 
perience the  fatal  consequences  of  being  exposed  to  the  depre- 
dations of  marauders  and  lawless  ruffians ;  they  will  soon  cry 
aloud  for  the  re-establishment  of  those  judicial  authorities 
that  have  been  imprudently  overturned,  and  which  are  ne- 
cessary, not  only  to  the  welfare,  but  to  the  veiy  existence  of 
the  subjefty  among  the  rudest  nations  of  the  globe.  Sir,  I 
fear,  indeed,  the  Americans  at  this  hour  camiot  properly  be 
styled  the  most  civilized  people  in  the  known  world ;  but  an 
uxuortu^ate  fatality  seems  to  have  awaited  that  unhappy 
country  for  a  series '  of  years  past.  The  late  war  was  scarce 
at  an  end,  before  you  put  a  total  stop  to  their  trade  with  the  , 
Sjpanish  West-Indies.  Tis  true,  it  was,  striftly  speaking, 
ilUcitj  but  it  was  very  beneficial  to  them,  for  from  tlience 
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Aej  got  ihar  specie.  Then,  Sir,  as  if  you  meant  to  add  in- 
«ult  to  bad  policy,  no  sooner  had  you  deprived  them  of  the 
>meaiis  of  assisting  you,  but  you  ungenerously  imposed  dse 
right  of  taxation.  Sir,  if  such  a  power  is  vested  in  the 
British  parliament,  I  think  you  have  mistaken  the  season  to 
exercise  it ;  but  I  never  can  consider  that  we,  who  are  many 
of  us  strangers  to  the  resources  of  that  country  and  its  prc^ 
duce,  are  competent  judges  which  of  their  commodities  can 
best  bear  the  burden  of  taxation.     Sir,  those  that  are  ac- 

Sainted  with  America  know  as  well  as  I  do,  that  firom 
lode  Idand  northwards  they  have  no  money;  that  their 
trade  is  generally  carried  on  by  barter,  from  the  mdst  cmni- 
lent  merchant  to  the  necessitous  husbandman.  Sir,,berore 
your  fleet  and  armies  visited  their  coasts,  you  might  abxiost 
as  soon  have  raised  the  dead  as  lool.  in  specie  firom  any  in* 
dividual  in  the  province  of  the  Massachusct's  Bay.  Then, 
Sir,  let  us  suppose  the  Americans  to  be  the  most  tradable^ 
the  most  loyal  of  all  the  King's  subjecls,  with  every  good 
inclination  to  pay  obedience  to  the  mandntes  of  the  mother 
country,  where  art"  their  abilities  to  comply  with  your  pre* 
sent  demands  ?  For  my  part,  ,1  know  but  one  method  bjr 
which  you  can  possibly  put  America  into  a  situation  to  assist 
£his  country ;  agree  with  her  upon  a  fair  and  c».Ttain  subsidy 
to  be  paid  you  annually ;  wait  with  pati'.nce  the  arrival  o£ 
her  merchandizes  here,  and  the  sale  of  them  also ;  then,  and 
not  till  then,  their  money  will  be  forthcoming  to  pay  yoo; 
Sir,  such  are  my  present  sentiments  witli  rcspedb  to  the  situa* 
tion  of  our  colonies  at  this  important  crisis  5  but  I  will  hapo 
for  better  days,  and  better  information ;  because  I  wish  to  be 
convinced  that  neither  America  nor  this  country  arc  in  danger 
of  being  undone. 

Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  Adam,  and  Mr.  Innis,  also  spoke  £at^ 
the  amendment;  Governor  Johnstone  and  Alderman  Saw«i 
bridge  against  it.  The  house  divided;  for  the  amendment 
197,  against  it  81. 

Mr.  Bttrhey  in  a  very  severe  speech,  which  he  pointed 
chiefly  at  Lord  North,  condemned  the  behaviour  or  atdnii-< 
nistratinn  ir  this  business  j  declaring  that  they  had,  for  decent 
cfs  sake,  admitted  the  petition,  yet  had  determined  that  it 
should  never  be  heard.  He  said,  he  had  a  petition  in  litt 
hand  from  the  principal  merchants  in  Bristol  trading  to  Ame^ 
rica;  yet,  as  he  found  there  were  two  committees  now^  the 
one  for  hearing  evidence,  the  other  for  burying  petitions ;  he 
plainly  saw  his  petition  would  share  the  fate  of  the  o9^er» 
and  be  buried  in  oblivion^  though  not  in  $ure  and  certain  * 
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hopes  of  sr  joyful  resurredion,;  that '  his  ix^orthy-  cbUeague 
(Mr.  Cruger)  had  likewise  a  petition  of  the  merchahts  of 
Bristol  to  present)  but  it  would  go  to  the  silent  committee, 
and  the  three,  he  imagined,  woiild  be  left  to  sleep  togethei'. 
He  concluded  with  asking  leave  to  present  his  petition,  which 
being  granted,  he  made  the  same  motion  as  Alderman  Hay- 
ley,  for  its  being  referred  to  the  committer  on  the  26th, 
when  Lord  North  objected  to  it,  as  it  did  not  desire  to  be 
heard:  he  observed,  it  could  not  be  of  any  information. 

Mr.  Burke  replied,  the  noble  lord  had  obje^d  to  one  pc* 
tition  because  it  desired  to  be  heard,  to  the  other,  because  it 
did  not  desire  to  be  heard; 

Lord  North  said,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  have 
foreseen  the  proceedings  in  America  respecting  the  tea;  that 
t|ie  duty,  had  , been  quietly  collected  bdbrej  that  the  great 
quantity  of  tea  in  the  warehouses  of  the  East-India  company^ 
as  appeared  by  the  report  of  the  secret  committee,  made  it 
necessary  to  do  something  for  the  benefit  of  the  company; 
th^t  it  '^)na  to  serve  them  that  ninexpence  in  the  pound  weight 
diraw-back  was  allowed;  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
foretell  the  Americans  would  resist  at  being  able  to  drink 
ijieir  tea  at  nine-pence  in  the  pound  cheaper. 

In  reply  to  this.  Governor  Jobmtms  rose,  and  sixid,  he 
got  up  merely  to  speak  to  a  matter  of  faA;  that  he  could  not 
«it  still  and  hear  the  noble  lord  plume  himself  on  a£tion9 
which,  of  all  others,  were  most  reprehensible  in  his  train  of 
political  absurdities.    That    it  was  unbecoming  the   noble 
Ifiitd  to  alledge  this  dangerous  measure  was  adopted  to  serve 
£bie  East^India  company,  when  it  was  notorious  the  East-* 
India  company  had  requested  the  repeal  of  the  three-pence 
per  pound  in  America,  and  felt  and  knew  the  absurdity  of 
giving  a  draw-back  here,  and  laying  a  duty  there  ^  a  perfect 
solecism  in  •  commerce  and  politics.     That   the  East-India- 
company .  ofiered  their  consent,  that  government  should  re** 
tain  sis:-pence    in    the    pound  on  the  exportation,  if  the 
three-pence  was   remitted   in    America.    That    the   noble 
lord'had  been  requested  and  intreatcd,  by  the  governor  him- 
self, in  his  place,  to  remove  the  cause  of  dispute,  and  wa^ 
foretold  the  consequence  of  persevering  in  error.    That  the 
noble  lord  had  shewn,  by  his  condii^,  he  was  neither  finanr- 
cier  Or  politician,  or  infatuate  with  those  about  him.    That 
the  East-India  company  presented  the  happiest  opportimity 
which  could  have  offered  for  removing  with  credit  the  cause 
of  difference.    The  noble  lord  himsdf  had  confesised,  in  re^ 
pealing- t})ie'o&er  articles  in  the  ori^zJial  aft,  that  the  tea  was 
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^  much  an  anti-commercial  tax  as  any  of  those  which  were 
repealed  on  that  principle;  but  the  authority  of  parliament 
bong  disputed,  he  could  not  repeal  all  till  that  was  fully  ac- 
knowledged. Here,  then,  sprung  the  happiest  occasion  of 
doing  right,  without  injuring  the  claims  on  either  side.  The 
East-India  company  ask:  their  situation  required  the  relief. 
It  could  not  be  alledged  it  was  done  at  the  instance  of  Ame- 
rican discontent.  But  the  golden  bridge  was  refused^  new 
contrivances  were  set  on  foot  to  introduce  the  tea  into  Ame* 
rica.  '^  I  know,  («^id  he)  the  various  intrigues,  solicitationt 
and  counter-solicitations,  that  were  used  to  induce  the  chair^ 
man  and  deputy  chairman  of  the  company  to  undertake  this 
rash  and  foolish  business.  I  protested  against  it,  as  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  their  monopoly.  Yet  the  power  of  ministry 
prevailed,  and  the  noble  lord  would,  now  cover  all  those  faAs^ 
which  are  ready,  from  their  consequences,  to  convulse  the 
empire,  and  take  credit  for  them  as  having  been  done  with  the 
most  innocent  intentions  to  serve  the  East-India  company  ^ 
when,  on  the  contrary,  it  must  appear  to  every  man,  that  the 
glut  of  tea  in  their  warehouses  was  chiefly  occasioned  by  the 
impolitic  and  anti-commercial  imposition  of  three-pence  a 
pound  in  America,  which  deprived  them,  and  still  deprives 
them  of  that  great  vent;  and  that  the  losses  they  have  since 
sustained,  by  sending  teas  on  their  own  account  to  America^ 
is  likewise  chargeable  to  administration.  If  this  is  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  serve  their  friends,  I  desire  still  to  be 
counted  among  the  number  of  their  enemies.  - 

On  the  same  question  being  put,  whether  the  latter  petition 
should  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  26th,  it 
in  the  negative,  192  to  61. 

The  petition  was  from  the  wardens,  and  commonalty,   of 
the  society  of  merchants  venturers  of  the  city  of  Bistol,  tmder 
their  common  seal;  setting  forth  that  a  very  beneficial  and 
encreasing  trade  to  the  British  colonies  in  America  has  been 
carried  on  from  the  port  of  Bristol,  highly  to  the  advanti^ 
of  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  of  the  said  city  in  particular;': 
and  that  the  exports  from   the  said  port  to  America  consist 
of  almost  every  species  of  British  manufactures,  besides  East 
India  goods,  and  other  articles  of  commerce ;  and  the  returns 
are  made,  not  only  in  many  valuable  and  useful  commodities 
from  thence,  but  also  by  a  circuitous  trade  carried  on  with 
Ireland  and  most  parts  of  Europe,  to  the  great  emolument  of 
the  merchant,  and  improvment  of  his  Majesty's  revenue  j  abd 
that  the  merchants  of  the  said  port  are  also  deeply  engaged  in 
the  trade  to  the  West  tndia  Islands^  which  by  the  exchanige 
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of  their  prodncc  with  America,  for  provisions,  lumber,  and 
other  stCH'es,  are  thereby  ahnost  wholly  maintained,  and  con- 
sequently become  dependent  upon  North  America  for  sup- 
port; and  that  the  trade  to  Africa,  whith  is  carried  on  from 
the  said  port  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  is  also  dependent 
on  the  flourishing  state  of  the  West  India  islands  and  America; 
tnd  that  these  different  branches  of  commerce  give  employ- 
ment, not  only  to  a  very  numerous  body  of  artists  and  ma^ 
iui£actures,  but  also  to  a  great  number  of  ships,  and  many 
thousand  seamen,  by  which  means  a  very  capital  encrease  is 
made  to  the  naval  strength  of  Great  Britain;  and  that  the 
trade  to  America  has  of  late  years  suffered  very  considerable 
checks,  the  first  of  which  was  after  the  passing  of  the  act  for 
Levying  stamp  duties  tliere,  which  subjefted  the  merchants 
here  to  many  and  great  losses  and  inconveniences,  and  threat- 
ened them  with  ruin,  from  which  the  repeal  of  that  aft  in 
the  following  year  removed  their  apprehensions,  and  restored 
the  trade  to  its  former  flourishing  state;  and  that,  in  this 
prosperous  situation,  the  trade  continued  till  the  next  year, 
when  an  aft  passed  for  levying  duties  on  glass,  paper,  and 
other  articles,  in  America,  and  it  again  received  a  considerable 
check;  but  the  repeal  of  a  great  part  of  those  duties  revived 
it,  till  the  passine  of  certain  acts  of  parliament,  and  other 
measures  lately  adopted,  caused  such  a  great  uneasiness  in  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants  of  America,  as  to  make  the  mer- 
dhants  apprehensive  of  the  most  alarming  consequences,  and 
which,  if  not  speedily  remedied,  must  involve  them  in  utter 
ruin;  and  the  petitioners,  as  merchants  deeply  interested  in 
measures  which  will  so  materially  affect  the  commerce  of 
this  kingdom,  and  not   less  concerned,  as  Englishmen,  in 
every  tlung  that  relates  to  the  general  welfare,  cannot  look 
witbout-emotion  on  the  many  thousands  of  miserable  objefts, 
who,  by  the  total  stop  put  to  the  export  trade  to  America, 
will  be  discharged  from  their  manufactures  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, and  must  be  reduced  to  great  distress;  and  the 
petitioners  look  back  with  regret  to  those  times  in  which 
their  trade  suflfered  no  interruption;  but  they  presume  not  to 
suggest  any  particular  mode  of  relief  to  the  house,  in  whose 
wisdom  they  place  the  most  unreserved  confidence;  they 
venture,  however,  to  express  their  wishes,  that  the  former 
system  of  commerci^d  policy  may  betaken  into  consideration; 
and  that  the  destructive  breaches  made  in  their  trade,  by  the 
alarms  to  which  is  has  been  for  many  years  subjeft,  may  be 
closed,  the  peace  of  this  great  empire  restored,  and  commerce 
oqce  more  fixed  on  the  most  solid  and  permanent  founda- 
tion. 
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The  other  petition  from  Bristol  was  entitled:  A  petitidn 
of  the  merchants^  traders^  manufa<Shircrs,  and  otherS)  of  the 
city  of   Bristol,   whose    names    arc    thereunto    subscribed; 
setting  forth,  that  the  trade  to  America,  not  only  from-  thb 
port,  but  the  whole  kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is 
of  the  utmost  importance ;  and  tliat  the  said  city  is  highly 
interested  in  its  welfare,  as  from  thence  very  large  quantiti^ 
of  every  species  of  manufacture  are  exported,  whereby  esOi^ 
ployment  is  given  to  a  great  number  of  ships,  seamen,  and 
others,  on  which  manufactures  several  thousand  persons  de-^ 
pend  for  their  daily  support,  whose  cause,  from  motives  of 
humanity,  exclusive  of  every  advantage  to  themselves,  it  bo- 
comes  their  duty  to  submit  to  that  tribunal,  from  whence 
alone  redress  can  be  expelled ;  and  that  the  trade  of  the  West 
India  islands,  in  all  its  extensive  btanches,  essentially  depend* 
upon  the  continent  of  America,  as  many  articles  absolutely 
necessary  for  tliq  existence  of  their  inhabitants  are  only  to  he 
had  from  thence,  and  any  stop  to  the  commerce  and  we)t> 
being  of  North   America   must  mutually  atieA  the  whole 
system,  being  mediately  or  immediately  connected  with  each 
other;    and  that  the  petitioners   already   feci   the  unhappfjr 
effe£h  of  the  stagnation   of  trade  at  present   subsisting,  in^ 
consequence  of  certain  acts  made  by  the  legislature  of  Great' 
Britain,  from  which  caiise  all  orders  for   goods  are  counter- 
mandedj  and  the  merchants  in  danger  of  being  deprived  of 
their  returns  for  those  already  sent;  and  that,  from  the  diw 
ciunstances  before  recited,  many  thousands  of   industrion* 
poor  aie  and  will  be  deprived  of  subsistence,  and  merchaivtS' 
even  of  the  largest  property  will  be  reduced  to  difficulties  in 
their  fortunes  and  credit  heretofore  unknown  to  them  ;■  and 
that,  in  the  present  crisis,  so  very  alarming  to  the  interest  of 
the  trading  part  of  these  kingdoms,  and  in  its  coxisequencet  ta 
the  landed  interest,  ever  dependent  on  each  other,  they  hsvie 
every  reason  to  fear  a  total  loss  of  their  trade,  and  every  evil 
that  will  attend  an  event  so  much  to  be  deprecated ;  and  there^- 
fore  praying  the  House,  to  take  the  premises  speedily  into  their 
serious  consideration,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  not  only 
relieve  them  from  the  difficulties  which  press  them  On  the  prc-i. 
sent  exigency,  but  be  a  security  against  a  return  of  those  fre- 
quent interruptions  to  their  trade  they  have  for  many  yean 
experienced,  which  have  made  destrudUve  breaches  in  the 
c6mmercial  interests,  and  disturbed  the  concord  of  this  great 
empire,  so  that  the  whole  may  be  fixed  on  the  same  soUd  basis 
^hich  formerly  united  the  mother  country  and  her  ccdonicx<  "" 
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Jahuarj  24. 

Petition  from  the  merchants  of  Glasgow  on  Am^ritto  ,af^ 
fairs.  Moved  to  be  itJei'ied  to  the  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  American  papers. '       . 

Motion  amended  to  be  referred  to  a'  commtttfee  on  die  Vpdau 
Amendment  carried  68  against  26. 

January  2^» 

Petition  from  the  merchants,  &Ci  of  Norwick-on  Amerioui 
afiairs ;  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  a7th. 

Petition  from  Dudley,  on  the  same ;  referred  to  the  atme^ 

Petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Birmingham ;  settihg  fbrtli^ 
that  any  relaxation  in  the  execution  of  the  laws  respedingthe 
colonies,  will  injure  the  commerce  of  Birmingham,  and  praf* 
ing  that  the  House  will  exert  their  endeavours  to"  tupfknt  the- 
authority  of  the  laws. 

Mr.  Burkf  moved  to  refer  this  petition  to  the  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  American  papers ;  observing  that  it 
belonged  to  them. 

Lord  Nortb  moved  that  it  might  be  referred  to  a  comouttee 
on  the  27th. 

Sir  Thomas  Frankland  desired  the  petiti(mer*s  names  might 
be  read. 

Lord  North's  amendment  agreed  to. 

Sir  George  Savile  acquainted  the  House  he  had  a  petition  to 
present  from  Mr.  Bollan,  Dr.^  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Lee,  pra]riuig 
to  be  heard  on  the  petition  which  they  had  presented  to  the 
King  from  the  congress  in  America,  which  petition  his  Mai* 
jesty  had  referred  to  the'  House,  as  they  could  explain  and 
throw  great  light  upon  it. 

The  petition  to  the  King  not  having  been  read,  a  short  de- 
bate arose  on  the  point  of  order ^  whether  this  petition  could 
be  received  before  the  former  had  been  read  ?  The  House  be>' 
ing  thin,  it  was  postponed.  , 

January  26. 

Mr.  Gascotgne  moved,  that  the  Speaker's  chaplain  be  or* 
dered  to  preach  before  the  House  on  the  30th  of  January. 

"Lord  Faikstone  objefted;  thought  the  observance  of  jthe 
day  in  the  usual  manner,  a  refleffion  upon  the  revolutionw 
WTicn^  the  custom  first  prevailed  many  do£farines  were  held 
dfestruftive  of  the  rights  of  Englishmen^  but  the  revolution  had 
entirely  reprobated  the  former,  and  clearly  ascertained  the 
latter. 

Mr.  Gascotgne  laid^  he  moved  i^  because  an  aft  of  pariiam^ 
fe(|uiredit. 
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Mr.  Byng  said,  the  aA  of  parliament  did  not  order  any  sow 
mom  to  be  preached. 

^  Sir  GUb^  Elliot  contended,  the  question  was  not  upon  a 
matter  of  opinion,  but  whether  the  positive  terms  of  an  a£k 
of  Mrliament  should  be  obeyed. 

llie  Lord  Mayor  (Mr,  Wilkes)  said,  he  was  for  the  obser- 
▼ance  of  the  day,  but  in  a  very  different  manner ;  that  it 
should  be  celebrated  as  a  festival,  not  kept  as  a  fa^t :  that  the 
death  of  that  enemy  of  our  liberties,  of  that  odious  tyrant,  who 
Was,  in  the  great  Milton's  words,  ipso  Nerone  neronior^  was  a 
sacrifice  to  the  public  justice  of  the  country,  and  ought  to  be 
odiehrated  as  the  most  glorious  deed  ever  done  in  this  or  any 
other  country ;  without  which  we  should  at  this  hour  have 
had  no  constitution  left,  but  have  been  the  most  abjedt  slaves 
on  the  £ice  of  the  earth. 

Mr.  Byng  reminded  the  House  of  the  disagreeable  situation 
they  were  in  soihe  time  ago,  having  thanked  a  Speaker's  chap- 
kin  (Noel)  for  his  sermon  on  the  30th  of  January,  and  being 
afterwards  obliged  to  expunge  those  thanks. 
The  question  was  put ;  ayes  112,  noes  83. 
Mr.  Alderman  Hayley  presented  a  second  petition  from  the 
merchants  of  London,  getting  forth,  **  that  the  petitioners 
have  ever  conceived,  that  the  connection  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  America  originally  was,  and  ought  to  be,  of  a  com^ 
mercial  kind;  and  that  the  benefits  derived  therefrom  to  the 
mother  country  are  of  the  same  nature;  and  observing  the 
constant  attention  which  the  British  legislature  had  for  more 
than  a  century  riven  to  those  valuable  ohjedls,  they  have  been 
taught  to  admure  the  regulations  by  which  that  connection 
had  been  preserved,  and  those  benefits  secured,  as  the  most 
efiefhial  institution  which  human  wisdom  could  have  framed 
for  those  salutary  purposes;  presuming  therefore  on  this  opi« 
nion,  and  supported  by  this  observation,  the  petitioners  re- 
present to  the  House,  that  the  fundamental  policy  of  those 
laws  of  which  they  complain,  and  the  propriety  of  enforcing^ 
relaxing,  or  amending,  the  same,  are  questions  inseparably. 
united  with  the  commerce  between  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica; and  consequently  that  the   consideration  of  the   one 
c;innot  be  entered  on,  without  a  full  discussion  of  the  other  \ 
2nd  that  the  petitioners  o'qserve,  by  the  votes,^that  a  committee 
hath  been  appointed,  to  take  into  their  consideration  certain 
papers  presented  to  the  House  by  Lord  North  on  Thursday 
the  19th  instant ;  and,  by  the  titles  and  dates  of  the  said  p^ 
pers,  and  in  particular  No.  148  and  149  of  the  same,  the 
petitioners  are  warranted  in  presuming  that  the  said  papers 
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contain  matters  r6spe£Ufig  the  present  situation  of  America» 
and  essentially  concerning  the  mutual  interests  of  the  peti- 
tioners and  .that  country;  and  thatf  under  adl  these  circum- 
stances^ the  petitioners  find  reason  sincerely  to  lament  that 
the  House  has  thought  fit  to  refer  the  consideration  of  their 
said  petition  to  any  other  committee  than  that  to  which  the 
said  papers  had  previously  been  referred^  and  the  petitioners 
conceive  that,  hy  the  resolution  to  which  die  House  hath  com^ 
respefting  the  reference  of  their  said  petition,  they  are  abso- 
lutely precluded  from  the  benefit  of  such  a  hearing,  in  sup- 
po^  of  their  said  petition,  as  can  alone  procure  them  that 
re^ef,  which  the  importance  and  present  deplorable  state  of 
thieir  trade  requires;  and  therefore  praying  the  House  to  take 
the  premises  into  their  immediate  cbnsideration,  and  to  direft 
that  the  petitioners  may  be  heard,  by  themselves  or  their 
agents,  in  su{qport  of  their  said  former  petition:  and  that  no 
resolution  respecting  America  may  be  taken  by  the  house,  oi' 
any  committee  thereof,  until  thepetitioners  shallhave  been  fuOj 
heard  in  support  of  their  said  petition. 

The  regular  method  of  bringing  this  petition  before  the 
committee,  to  whom  the  American  papers  were  refervedy 
was  to  discharge  the  order  which  had  referred  the  nierchants 
first  petition  to  the  committee  of  the  27th,  or,  as  it  was 
humourously  called  by  Mr.  Burhe^  the  Coventry  cffinmitteel 
Mr.  H(yiey  therefore  moved,  that  the  said  order  be  dbchargec^ 

He  resented  the  indignity  and  mockery  put  on  a  great  body 
of  merchants,  in  referring  their  business,  which  was  the  bih" 
siness  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  empire  indeed,  to  a  separate 
committee,  whose  object  was  pretended  to  be  no  more  than 
to  form  commercial  regulations,  which  no  petition  had  re- 
quired or  asked;  and  which  committee  had  not  a  pretended 
concern  in  the  great  points  of  commercial  policy,  the  ill  con* 
duft  of  which  threatened  a  most  dangerous  civil  war.  He 
expressed  his  fears,  that  the  rejeftion  of  the  informations  of 
the  trading  interest,  and  the  precipitate  hurry  of  resolutions 
in  an  uniformed  committee,  or  informed  only  so  far  as  mi- 
nistry chose,  must  drive  on  a  civil  war  with  America. 

Mr.  Hotham  supported  Mr.  Haley,  on  the  principles  of  law, 
justice,  reason,  and  expediency. 

The  Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley  chose  to  persuade  himself, 
such  was  his  phrase,  that  the  interested  and  factious  people 
had  induced  the  merchants  to  sign  their  petitions;  he  ac- 
knowledged, that  a  stoppage  to  trade  would  be  occasioned; 
that  the  stock-holder  and  landed  interest  would  be  greatly  af- 
fected by  these  disputes;  but,  said;  what  of  that?  for— the 
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Aiocrican  -trade  was  destruAivCi  unless  the  sujHremacj  of 
|>;irJliaiDQntj  and  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  were  vigoronsljr 
j|S8ected>  If>  in  this  attempt,  our  commerce  should  be  suspends 
•ed,  our  funds  should  sustain  a  shock,  and  the  landed  pro- 
perty should  experience  a  diminution,  yet  all  these  evils  must' 
j)e  patiently  submitted  to,  and  merchants  must  forego  thrir 
interest,  for  the  sake  of  permanent  advantages,  which  may  be 
expected  when  the  Americans  shall  be  subdued,  if  a  plan  of 
subduing  them  be  found  expedient. 

Mr.  Hayleyj  to  explain,  said  a  committee  of  three  capital 
merchants  attended  the  signing  of  the  petition,  to  prevent  in- 
considerable or  improper  people  putting  their  names  to  it» 
Affirmed  that  no  undue  means  were  used  to  procure  persons 
to  sign  it :  on  the  contrary,  the  greatest  caution  was  tdcen : 
many  more  would  have  signed  it,  but  were  prevented,  either 
aj^  not  being  known  to  be  concerned  in  the  American  trade^  or 
4eemed  too  inconsiderable. 

T!he  Right  Hon.  T.  TownshendTcpMcd  to  Mr.  Stanley  with 
iirony,  accepting  his  acknowledgment  of  the  distress  that 
WXQSt  fall  on  the  commerce,  the  land-holder,  and  the  stock- 
holder ;  but  the  place  holder ^  said  Mr.  Townsiend,  will  battqn 
vx  the  sunshine  of  his  country's  ruin ;  no  distress  of  the  pub* 
lie  cao  affect  him ;  he  may  talk  at  easfi  of  the  patience  with 
which  others  are  to  endure  ruin.  The  contractors  of  every 
kind  may  pant  for  a  civil  war ;  but  the  event  of  violent  coun- 
cils must  shake  to  its  very  foundations  the  public  credit,  on 
srhich  every  thing  depends. 

-  Mr.  I^envis  said  he  had  a  speech  of  an  honourable  gentle* 
man  (meaning  Mr.  Burke)  in  his  hand ;  wherein  the  eloquent 
declaimer  asserted,  that  during  nine  long  year3  we  had  been 
lashed  round  the  circle  of  miserable  argumentation,  without 
conung  to  any  conclusion  on  the  subject.  The  American 
merchants  he  thought  came  too  late  \  that  they  ought  not  to 
have  been  silent  so  long ;  and  that  having  so  long  confided  in 
parliament,  they  ought  to  continue  that  confidence.  He 
spoke  of  the  relation  of  parent  and  child  that  subsisted  between 
the  countries  ;  supposed  ingratitude  in  the  child,  and  wiabed. 
for  its  chastisement. 

The  Right  Hon.  C.  Jenltnson  said,  parliament  had  a  right 
to  regulate  the  internal  concerns  of  America.  He  instanced  an 
act  for  regulating  their  paper  currency ;  and  from  their  sub- 
mission to  that,  he  concluded  they  ought  to  submit  to  every  act 
of  English  legislature.  He  entertained  no  doubt  that  some 
resolutions  for  preserving  the  supremacy  would  answer  every 
end  of  the  ipciyhants'  petition^  and  restore  trade. 
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Mr.  Burke  followed  Mr.  Jenkinson.  He  treated,  the  talk 
of  paper  currency  with  very  little  respect,  and  said  Mr.  Jen- 
kinson's  discourse  had  not  even  the  most  remote  tendency  to 
prove  this,  or  any  other  point.  For  what  argument  (said  he) 
can  be  dra^n  from  the  instance  of  an  act  to. prevent  paper 
currencies,  to  prove  that  the  merchants  of  London  ought 
not  to  be  heard  in  the  American  committee  ?  The  most  de- 
predated  paper  currency  ever  issued  by  Rhode  island,  in  its 
worst  times,  was  not  more  different  from  good'  money  than 
this  talk  from  sound  argument.  The  other  gentleman  (Mr. 
IiC\7is)  was  sitting  member  last  parliament.  I  thought  he 
had  a  good  right  to  his  seat.  I  lamented  that  the  public  had 
for  seven  years  been  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  his  talents  ; 
but  suppose  this  had  been  the  same  parliament  whose  acts  he 
defends,  and  of  whose  injustice  he  was  the  protomartyr,  and 
that  he  had  till  the  last  session  been  silent,  and  that  his  mo- 
desty had  persuaded  him  to  defraud  the  House  of  the  benefit 
of  his  talents  to  the  last  hour,  would  that  septennial,  silence 
fof  his  argue  that  he  ought  not  to  be  heard  at  the  end  of  the 
seven  year«,  when  he  at  last  chose  to  interfere  in  the  debates } 
Ttien  we  would  have  heard  him  patiently  and  calmly :  nay,  if. 
Ms  argun>ent  had  required  an  answer,  we  yrould  have  an- 
swered him.  He  then  turned  to  Sir  Gilbert  Elliot,  who  in 
the  former  debate  had  argued,  that  the  House  was  already  per- 
fectly acquainted  in  general  with  the  trade  and  its  "importance, 
and  admitted  in  its  full  extent  whatever  the  merchants  could 
alledge.  He  said  that  this  gentleman  was  rather  too  ready  to 
toke  the  measure  of  mankind  from  himself;  and  because  he 
yras  so  very  knowing,  did  not  suflSciently  condescend  to  the 
ignorance  of  others.  But  whatever  the  knowledge  of  any 
gentleman,  or  of  any  individual  in  the  House  might  be,  there 
'was  a  great  difference  between  knowing  ard  feeling.  Tliat 
the  honourable  gentleman  could  easily  abstract  and  generalize 
his  ideas  even  to  the  ,  genus  generalissimum  \  but  the  nature 
of  mankind  was  such,  that  general  observations  affected  their 
minds  in  a  slight  and  indistinct  manner,  when  the  detail  of 
particulars,  and"  the  actual  substance  of  things,  made  a  most 
forcible  impression.  He  illustrated  this  by  a  story  of  a  learned 
prince,  who  was  of  the  same  part  of  the  island  to  which  we 
owe  the  honoiu^ble  gentleman ;  James  the  first,  who,  as 
Osborn  tells  the  story,  having  ordered  a  present  of  2o,oog1. 
for  one  of  his  favourites  j  his  treasurer,  a  wary  and  prudent 
minister,  well  read  in  human  nature,  and  knowing  how  little 
■the  general -expression  of  tilings  operates,  and  that  the  wprd^ 
aOjOop  pounds  were  as  easily  pronounced  as  zojooo  farthings, 

contrived 


n8  PARLIAMENTARY         A-  tyjg. 

contrived  to  place  the  whole  sum  in  a  vast  heap  beforetheKins'f 
eyes  as  he  passed  to  his  levcre,  in  good  Jacobus's  ^  when  the 
King  was  taken  out  of  his  generalsy  and  saw  the  money  it- 
self spread  out  before  his  eyes,  he  was  frightened  at  what  lie 
was  about,  and  threw  himself  in  great  agony  on  the  mass  of 
gold,  and  scrambling  up  a  handful  or  two,  "  There,  (said  he) 
**  ge'en  that,  that's  enough."  Now,  said  he,  if  we  arc  to 
.be  generous  in  sacrificing  our  trade  to  our  dignity,  let  us 
Joiow  what  the  value  of  the  sacrifice  is  that  we  maJce  ;  let 
us  not  be  generous  in  the  dark ;  true  generosity  is  to  give^ 
and  see,  and  know  whatever  we  give.  Let  us  then  see  tbtt 
thing,  this  trade,  we  are  to  give  up  for  our  dignity.  YcNir 
digmty  may  be  worth  it  all,  but  let  us  be  informed  by  the 
merchants  what  ^//really  is.  To  be  generous,  without  loaow* 
ing  what  we  give,  is  not  liberality  but  negligence  ^  and 
fearlessness  arising  from  ignorance,  is  not  courage  but  insen- 
sibility. He  said  that  the  reason  given  by  those  who  sent 
the  petitions  to  the  Coventry  committee,  for  not  referring  them 
to  that  on  American  papers,  was  of  a  most  extraordinary  and 
unheard-of  nature  \  it  was,  that  the  resolutions  of  that  com* 
mittee  were  to  be  solely  on  the  grounds  of  policy,  and  that  the 
<x)mmercial  examination  would  delay  the  measures  necessary 
for  the  coercion  of  America.  This  was  to  anticipate  and 
predetermine  the  future  proceedings  in  a  committee,  as  a  rea- 
son for  keeping  information  from  it ;  how  did  they  know 
what  measures  would  be  pursued  there,  and  on  what  prin- 
ciples? Was  there  any  instruction  to  the  committee  so  to  can- 
fine  itself  ?  or  was  it  that  the  ministry  had  already  not  only 
solved  what  that  committee  was  to  do,  but  reckoned  upon  it 
so  much  as  a  certainty,  and  as  a  matter  so  justifiable,  that 
they  did  not  scruple  to  avow  it,  and  to  make  it  a  ground  of 
argument  for  what  the  House  ought,  or  ought  not  to  have 
brought  before  its  committee.  This  proceeding  he  thought 
no  less  alarming  than  unprecedented.  That  if  they  meant 
hostility,  the  reason  they  gave  for  not  hearing  \vas  the  strongest 
for  it.  But  as  their  war  ever  must  be  dependent  upon  thdr 
finances,  and  their  finances  must  depend  upon  their  commerce 
the  true  state  of  that  commerce  was  necessary  to  be  known^ 
especially  as  colonies  and  commerce  are  inseparably  connected. 
He  then  lamented  the  miseries  of  a  civil  war,  incurred  by 
the  precipitate  ignorance  of  adinlnistration.  Trade  destroyed 
— ^the  revenue  impoverished — the  poor  starving — manunc* 
tures  stagnating — the  poor-rate  running  into  the  land-tax,  and 
both  devouring  the  estates.  He  said,  whenever  the  black  and 
Utter  day  of  reckoning  should  comej  he  would  convict  them 
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^  such  a  chaiii  of  blunders  and  neglects,  as  ^ould  bring  ven- 
geance on  their  heads.  He  concluded  with  drawing  the  pic- 
tlire  of  the  archer  wlio  was  going  to  draw  his  bow  against  his 
adversary,  but  saw  that  in  the  enemy's  arms  was  enfolded  his 
own  child.  Let  your  commerce  (said  he)  come  before  you, 
tod  see  whether  it  be  your  child  that  America  has  in  its  arms ; 
see  of  what  value  that  child  is,  and  examine  whether  you 
ought  to  shoot ;  and  if  you  must,  to  shoot  so  as  to  avoid 
wounding  what  is  dearest  to  you  in  the  world.  Without  exa*» 
mining  yout.  trade  you  cannot  do  this. 

Mr.  ChtirUs  Fox  on  the  same  side.  He  arraigned  in  the  s^ 
verest  terms  the  acts  of  the  last  parliament,  as  framed  on  false 
information,  \^ere  conceived  in  weakness  and  ignorance,  and 
executed  with  negligence.  We  were  promised  that  on  the 
very  appearance  of  troops,  all  was  to  be  tranquillity  at  Boston^ 
yet  so  far  from  subduing  the  spirit  of  that  people,  they  were  by 
neglect  of  those  who  sent  them  reduced  to  a  most  shameful 
situation,  and  dishonourably  intrenched  within  the  lines  of 
drcumvallation,  which  a  necessary  precaution  for  their  own 
safety  obliged  them  to  form.  That  the  contrary  effect  of 
what  the  minister  had  promised  was  foretold  ;  but  that  the 
minister,  forsooth,  in  his  usual  negligence  avowed,  that  when 
he  was  pursuing  a  measure  of  the  last  degree  of  importance, 
thought  it  treasonable  in  him,  though  the  strength  of  the 
words  he  afterwards  disavowed,  yet  he  thought  it  would  be 
blameable  in  him  s^  much  as  to  enquire  what  the  effects  were 
to  be  of  his  measures.  He  believed  it  was  the  first  time  any 
minister  dared  to  avow  that  he  thought  it  his  duty  not  to  en* 
quire  into  the  effects  of  his  measures ;  but  it  was  suitable  to 
the  whole  of  the  noble  lord's  conduct,  who  had  no  system  or 
plan  of  conduct,  no  knowledge  of  business ;  that  he  had  often 
declared  his  unfitness  for  his  station,  and  he  agreed  that  his 
€<mduct  justified  his  declaration ;  and  that  the  counfry  was  in- 
censed, and  on  the  point  of  being  involved  in  a  civil  war  by 
his  incapacity.  He  pledged  himself  to  join  Mr.  Burke,  in 'pur- 
suing hun,  and  bringing  him  to  answer  the  mischiefs  occa- 
sioned by  his  insufficiency,  "his  inconsistency,  and  his  incapa- 
city \  that  he  said  not  this  from  resentment,  but  from  a  view 
of  the  destructive  proceedings  of  a  bad  minister. 

Colonel  Barre  began  with  a  short  and  spirited  history  of 
the  late  parliament,  who  (said  he)  began  their  political  life 
with.^  violation  of  the  sacred  right  of  election  in  the  case  of 
Middlesex ;  they  had  died  in  the  act  of  popery,  when  they 
established  the  Roman  catholic  religion  in  Canada ;  and  they 
had  left  a  rebellion  in  America,  as  a  legacy.     He  asserted,  in 
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favour  of  the  Americans,  and  in  contradiction  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  that  the  Americans  did  draw  a  line,  a  just  and 
reasonable  line,  which  had  been  a  line  of  peace,*  and  would  be 
«o  again,  if  we  had  sense  enough  to  return  to  it.  I'he  Anie- 
ricans,  he  insisted  on  it,  required  no  more  ;  and  they  had  too 
much  justice  on  their  side  to  be  satisfied  with  less.  He  flatly 
denied  that  they  had  objected  to  the  declaratory  act;  for  proof 
he  referred  to  Mr.  Dickenson*s  pamphlet,  entitled  a  nnv  £ssa^ 
Sec.  on  which  he  passed  the  strongest  eulo^ium :  he  concluded 
with  a  story  which  his  friend  Mr.  Burke's  ai'cher  had,  he  said» 
put  him  in  mind  of;  nothing  could  be  more  opposite.  There 
was  another  story,  he  said,  of  the  famous  W.  Tell,  who  being 
ordered  to  shoot  an  apple  off  his  child's  head,  effectually  did 
it,  and  the  tyrant  who  had  given  the  inhuman  command,  see- 
ing him  draw  out  another  arrow,  said  to  him,  **  What,  another 
arrow  ?  what  further  can  you  do  ?"  Ow/,  i/it-ii,  ilya  un  autre; 
et  c*  est  pour  tot,  tyrant  y  destineeJ* 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  endeavoured  to  take  the  question  in 
several  points  of  view ;  but  the  main  sa^pe  of  his  argument 
went  upon  a  proposition  of  quieting  the  merchants,  by  passing 
a  law,  obliging  the  several  provinces  in  America  to  pay  the 
respective  debts  due  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  provinces 
to  the  merchants  of  this  country. 

Lord  North  said  the  question  had  been  so  ably  and  fully 
discussed,  it  would  be  presumption  in  him  to  rise  at  such  a 
late  hour  of  the  night,  to  trespass  on  tin;  indulgence  of  the 
House;  he  should  therefore  decline  it:  but  he  thought  it  n^ 
vertheless  incumbent  on  him,  to  say  a  word  in  answer  ta 
some  insinuations,  and  some  general  charges  made  against 
him  by  two  honourable  gentlemen  [Messrs.  Burke  and  Fox.] 
He  observed,  that  those  gentlemen  constantly  made  a  pointy 
not  even  of  attacking,  but  threatening  him.  As  to  general 
charges,  he  could  only  answer  them  in  general  terms ;  and 
when  that  black,  bitter,  trying  day  shouW  come,  which  had 
beeh  prophesied  by  one  of  those  gentlemen,  and  that  he  should 
bring  any  particular  charge  against  him,  he  trusted  he  should 
be  able  to  give  it  a  particular  answer.  As  to  the  other,  who 
found  so  many  causes  of  censure,  and  who  disclaimed  all  re- 
sentment, he  was  sure,  though  he  now  discovered  in  him  so 
much  incapacity  and  negligence,  there  was  a  time,  when  he 
approved  of  at  least  some  part  of  his  conduct. 

Lord  George  Germaine  began  with  a  justification  of  the  last 
parliament  at  large;  and  insisted  that  in  their  proceedings 
towards  America,  they  had  gone  upon  sufficient  information. 
He  made  a  strong  declamation  on  dignity.    His  lordiliip  mctk- 

tioaed 


A.  1775*  DEBATES.'  131 

tioned  the  declaratory  act^  professing  not  to  address  himself 
to  those  wh6  denied  our  right  to  tax  America^  but  to  those  who 
favoured  the  declaratory  act;  they,  his  lordship  insisted,  were 
bound  to  support  the  idea  of  subduing  America ;  the  con* 
fession  of  the  right,  implied  the  propriety  and  necessity  of 
exercbing  it.  His  lordship  professed,  that  if  the  Americans 
humbly  applied  for  the  repeal  of  the  tea  duty,  he  would 
grant  it. 

Mr.  Fox  J  in  reply  to  Lord  North.  •*  That  my  private  re- 
sentments have  not  affected  my  public  conduct,  will  be  readily 
believed,  when  I  might  have  long  since  justly  charged  him 
with  the  most  unexampled  treachery  and  falshood."  Here 
Mr,  Fox  was  called  to  order,  and  the  house  grew  clamorous. 
He  sat  down  twice  or  thrice,  and  on  rising  each  time,  repeated 
the  same  word  \  but  at  length,  assuring  the  House  he  would 
abstain  from  every  thing  personal,  he  was  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed. He  then  repeated  his  former  charges  of  negligence, 
incapacity,  and  inconsistency;  and  added,  that  though  he 
at  one  time  approved  of  part  of  his  conduct,  he  never  ap^ 
proved  of  it  all,  of  which  a  stronger  proof  could  not  be  given^ 
than  that  he  differed  from  him.  He  charged  all  the  present 
disputes  with  America,  to  his  negligence  and  incapacity,  and 
instanced  his  inconsistency  in  the  case  of  the  Middlesex  elec- 
tion. It  was  true,  he  said,  the  noble  lord  had  often  confessed 
his  incapacity,  and  from  a  consciousness  of  it,  pretended  a 
willingness  to  resigo ;  but  the  event  proved  that  whatever  his 
consciousness  might  have  been,  his  love  of  the  emoluments  of 
office  had  compleatly  conquered  it. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  the  high  post  he  now  occupied 
was  not  of  his  own  seeking,  but  was  submitted  to,  l^ause 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  obey  the  commands  laid  on  him  ; 
that  whatever  interpretation  might  be  put  by  the  honourable 
gentlemen,  he  well  knew,  that  it  was  no  desire  of  his  to  retain 
his  present  situation:  that  that  gentlemen  was  no  strahger 
to  how  he  had  been  tried  on  many  critical  occasions,  particu- 
larly when  we  were  threatened  with  a  Spanish  war,  in  the 
affairs  of  the  East  India  company,  &c. 

Mr.  Burke  rose  to  explain,  but  the  clamour  3nd  call  to  order 
were  so  great  that  he  was  obliged  to  sit  down  unheard :  to  use 
his  own  words,  in  a  ^'  Torrent  of  candour,  and  a  storm  of 
moderation.'' 

Trhe  House  divided  on  Mr.  Hayley's  motion;  ayes  85, 
noes  2C0« 

Sir  George  Savile  offered  to  present  a  petition  from  Wiiliam 
Bollan,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Arthur  Lee,  Esqrs.  stating, 

K  ^  that 


131  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  177;- 

that  they  were  authorized  by  the  American  continental  con<« 
gress  to  present  the  petition  of  the  congress  to  the  King^ 
which  petition  his  Majesty  had  referred  to  the  House,  aiui 
desiring  to  be  heard  in  support  of  that  petition  at  the  bar  of 
the  house. 

.  The  question  Was  put,  whether  the  petition  should  be 
brought  up  ?*  The  house  divided,  ayes  68,  noes  218. 

Petitions  from  the  merchants  of  Liverpool ;  manufactu- 
rers of  Mafichester  ;  traders  of  Wolverhampton,  &c.  relating 
to  the  trade  of  North  America,  were  presented,  and  all  rc- 
£erred  to  the  same  committee  tliat  the  petitions  from  London. 
tec.  were  referred  to. 

January  27. 

The  committee  appointed  to  take  the  petitions  of  the 
Merchants  into  consideration,  sat.  The  committee  were 
informed  that  Mr.  Thomas  Wooldridge  from  the  committee 
of  London  Merchants,  who  had  petitioned,  attended.  He 
was  called  to  the  bar ;  ?Jid  addressed  the  house  in  the  follow-* 
ing  words:  "  I  am  directed  by  the  committee  of  merchants, 
traders,  and  others,  of  the  city  of  London,  concerned  in  the 
commerce  of  America,  to  represent  to  this  honourable  com* 
mittee,  that  merchants  revealing  at  this  bar  the  state  of  their 
afiairs  is  a  measure  which  all  would  wish  to  avoidj  unless 
upon  such  great  occasions  as  the  present,  where  the  public 
Weal  is  evidently  at  stake,  when  their  duty  as  good  subjects  re- 
quires it  of  them  :  but  when  the  mode  of  examination  is  such 
as  totally  precludes  them  from  answering  the  great  pabUc 
object,  which  in  their  opinion  is  clearly  the  case  at  present  j 
they  beg  leave  himibly  to  agnify,  that  they  wave  appearing 
before  the  committee  which  has  been  appointed ;  and  that 
the  merchants  are  not  under  any  apprehensions  reispecting 
their  American  debts,  unless  the  means  of  remittance  should 
be  cut  of  by  measures  that  may  be  adopted  in  Great  Britain.** 

The  committee  broke  up.  The  Speaker Vcsumed  the  chair. 
American  papm  read. 

Another  petition  from  Bumingham  was  pfcsented,  of 
the  same  nature  with  those  from  London,  Bristol,  8cc.  setting 
forth  the  hardships  of  the  petitioners,  if  the  trade  to  North 
America  is  not  restored.  This  petition  vas  a  counter- 
petition  to  the  other  from  the  same  place,  and  said  to  ba 


*  There  was  a  debate  upon  this  question,  but  it  was  princi- 
pally-upon  order.  See  page  1 24:  the  American  papers  not 
ba^g  been  read. 

signed 
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signed  by  the  persons  really  interested  in  thc  trade  to  North 
America. 

Adjourned  to  JanuarJ^  31. 

January  31, 

Mr.  Burhe  moved,  that  it  be  an  instructiorl  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  it  is  referred  t^ 
consider  of  the  petition  of  the  merchants,  traders  and  others, 
of  the  city  of  London^  concerned  in  the  commerce  of  North 
America,  that  they  do  enquire  into  the  manner  of  procuring 
and  signing  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Birmingham,  which  was  presented  to  the 
House  upon  the  ^5th  \  and  also  the  petition  of  sundry  mer- 
chants, factors,  and  manufacturers,  of  Birmingham,  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  on  the  behalf  of  themselves  and  others 
in  that  neighbourhood,  who  are  interested  in  the  trade 
from  thence  to  North  America,  which  was  presented  to  the 
House  upon  the  a 7th ;  and  how  far  the  persons  severally 
sighing  the  same  are  concerned  in  the  trade  to  North 
'  America. 

This  brought  on  a  debate  respecting  the  manner  in  which 
the  petitions  had  been  signed,  and  by  whom.  That  the  first 
petition  from  Birmingham  was  signed  by  persons  not  concerned 
in  l3ie  trade  to  North  America,  and  therefore  ought  not  to 
have  the  least*  weight  with  parliament ;  that  the  second  peti- 
tion from  Birmingham  being  signed  by  the  persons  really  in- 
terested, merited  a  seriaus  consideration. 

Sir  W.  Bagot op^scd^tht  motion. 

Mr.  Burhe  replied  ;  adding,  that  the  persons  who  signed 
the  first  petition  were  not;  »in  the  least  concerned  in  the  trade 
to  North  America,  and  that  they  chiefly  consisted  of  shop- 
keepers ;'  he  then  read  a  paper,  containing  an  account  of  the 
manner  in  wliich  the  petition  was_  procured,  viz.  On  the  i  ith 
Jan.  1775,  a  meeting  of  the  merchants,  traders,  &c.  of  Bir- 
mingham, was  held,  to  consider  of  proper  methods  to  be  pur- 
sued on  account  of  the  alarming  situation  of  their  trade,  when 
it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  wait  and  see  what  the  North 
American  merchants  in  London  did,  and  to  be  guided  bj^ 
them. 

On  the  1 7th  another  meeting  was  held,  when  it  was  like- 
wise resolved  to  petition  parliament.  At  this  meeting  a  Mr^ 
Bolton  said,  he  did  not  think  petitioning  would  have  any  good 
cfifect ;  but  he  had  a  friend  next  him  [Dr.  Roebuck]  who 
knew  more  of  the  matter. 

Dr.  Roebuck,  after  aj>ologizing  for  his  neither  being  a 
trader  nor  inhabitant,  desired  them  by  no  means  to  petition 

K  3  parliament ; 
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j^liament ;  for,  by  a  conversation  he  had  lately  with  a  lord 
of  the  treasury^  he  was  acquainted  that  a  petition  to  Lord 
North  would  be  much  better,  he  beifig  the  only  person  that 
could  give  them  redress ;  and  that,  to  his  certain  knowledge, 
there  was  at  that  time  in  the  House  of  Commons,  four  mem- 
bers to  one  determined  to  execute  the  laws  in  force  against 
America. 

In  this  manner  did  Dr.  Roebuck  endeavour  to  hinder 
the  people  from  petitioning  parliament ;  but,  notwith- 
standing his  endeavdurs,  a  committee  was  appointed,  and 
a  petition  prepared,  which,  after  a  few  amendments,  met 
with  almost  universal  approbation,  and  public  notice,  by 
advertisement,  was  repeatedly  given,  that  it  lay  at  the  Dolphin 
in  Birmingham  to  be  signed. 

In  this  interim  the  jpetition  in  question  was  procured 
by  Dr.  Roebuck,  and  carried  about  from  house  to  house  clan* 
destinely,  without  the  least  notice  to  be  signed. 

Mr.  Rice  objected  to  the  motion,  because  the  petition  in 
question,  according  to  his  opinion,  contained  more  good  sense. 
and  sound  policy  than  all  the  other  petitions  presented  put  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  Burhe  answered  Mr.  Rice,  desiring  to  know  ••  i^hether 
it  was  sound  policy  for  merchants  to  wish  to  go  to  war  with 
the  people  with  whom  they  dealt?" 

Sir  John  Wrottesly  said,  he  should  agree  to  the  motion,  as 
he  was  certain  it  would  redound  to  the  petitioners  honour)  at 
the  same  time  begged  leave  to  remind  the  House,  that  the 
trade  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Birmingham  was  far  more  ex* 
tensive  than  that  of  Birmingham  itself.  He  asked  Mr.  "Burke, 
whether  he  was  ready  to  discuss  the  Bristol  petition  ?  Mr, 
Burke  replied,  yes. 

Mr.  Fox  observed,  that  if  any  gentlemen  suggested,  that  the 
Bristol  petition  was  surreptitiously  obtained,  and  ofFered  to 
prove  it,  the  House  ought  to  hear  it ;  but  that  it  came  with  an  • 
ill  grace  from  ministry,  to  sry,  that  the  motives  and  manner 
of  obtaining  petitions,  was  not  to  be  considered,  when  their 
only  answer  to  the  petitious  disapproving  their  conduct,  was, 
that  they  were  surreptitiously  obtained;  that  indeed  there  was 
one  difference  between  the  minister's  imputation   and  .Mr. 
Burke's  charge-,  their's  was  a  mere  voluntary  suggestion  of 
their  own;  Mr-  Burke  offered  proof  of  his. 

Right  Honourable  T.  Townshend  was  for  the  motion, 
saying,  that  if  the  allegations  set  forth  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  [Mr.  Burke]  were  true,  the  persons  g^^ty  of 
procuring  such  a  petition  ought  to  be  looked  on  as  crimir 
nals. 
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Sir  Gilbert  Elliot  contended,  that  the  persons  who  pc-- 
titioned  had  not  been  guilty  of  the  least  fraud,  for  they 
stiled  themselves  onlv  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Birmingham;  and  certainly  no  gentleman 
would  deny  but  the  petitioners  were  inhabitants,  if  not  traders;. 

Mr.  Burke  admitted  they  might  be  inhabitants,  but  contend*- 
ed  that  the  counter-petition,  delivered  on  the  27th,  of  "  the 
principal  merchants,  traders,  manufacturers,  and  factors  of 
Birmingham,"  ought  to  have  a  preference  to  that  of  the  inlu^ 
bitants  only.* 

Sir  Edward  Astley  observed,  that  had  there  not  been  a 
cotmter-petltion,  he  should  have  given  a  negative  to  the  mo- 
tion, but  as  the  counter-petition,  in  his  opinion,  carried  so 
much  more  importance  with  it,  he  should  give  his  hearty  afr 
firmative  to  the  motion. 

The  House  divided,  for  the  motion  37;  against  it  87. 

*  The  thanks  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  manufacturers 
of  Birmingham,  concerned  in  the  trade  to, .  America,  having 
been  given  to  Mr.  Burke  for  his  conduct  in  thi3  business,  the 
following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  thanks. 

TO  EDMUND  BURKE,  Esq, 

Sir,  Birmingham^  Feh.  Sy  I'J'j^, 

.The  merchants  and  loanufacturers  who  have  had  a  principal 
share  of  the  American  trade  from  this  town  and  neighbour- 
hood, beg  your  acceptance,  through  our  hands,  of  their  warnv- 
cst  acknowledgments  for  your  liberal  support  of  our  petition 
to  the  honourable  House  of  Cowmons,  wherein  are  stated  the 
evils  we  already  feel,  and  the  greater  we  have  yet  to  apprehend 
from  a  continued  stagnation  of  sp  irpportant  a  branch  of  our 
commerce  as  that  with  North  America. 

At  the  same  time  we  also  unite  in  expressing  our  particular 
thanks  for  the  motion  you  was  pleased  to  make  for  an  enquiry 
into  the  manner  of  both  the  late  petitions  from  the  town  of 
Birmingham  having  been  obtained,  an  enquiry  which  could 
scarcely  have  failed  to  give  some  u^^eful  intelligence,  and  to  have 
fiilly  justified  our  application  to  parliament  at  sp  cjritic^  a 
jun<fture. 
^  We  cannot  wonder,  Sir,  that  defamatior;  should  have  made 
its- appearance  oji  such  an  occasion  as  this,  which  is  the  noto-- 
rious  evidence  of  a  w^afc^  cau§e,  and  whose  mischiefs  we  are 
persuaded  will  be  as  trani^ent  ?s  its  efforts,  have  been  intempe- 
jrate> 

We  only  take  the  liberty,  therefpi:e,  of  adding  our  sincere 

K  4  wishesi 
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February  u 

The  House  was  called  over. 

Mr.  Smvbridge  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  shorten 
the  duration  of  parliaments.  He  said  he  declined  entering 
into  a  detailed  view  of  the  question,  or  minutely  taking  it  in 
the  several  striking  lights  in  which  it  presented  itself.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  leading  charad^eristirs  cf  some  former  parlxapp 
ments:  the  tyrant  Henry  the  Eighth's  were  servUe\  that  of 
1641  a  violent  2sscaAAj\  the  long  one  of  Charles  the  Second 
was  aptly  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the  penskned  parli9>> 
meant;  but  all  those  several  qualities  of  servility,  violence,  and 
prostitution  were  at  once  united  in  the  last.  He  could  nets  he 
said,  as  yet  venture  to  pronoimce  on  the  complexion  of  the 
present,  but  he  was  afraid  it  would  prove  itself  the  true  oflt 
spring  of  its  imputed  political  father  [the  minister];  if  so,  he 
had  very  little  good,  for  his  own  part,  to  expert  from  it. 

Mr.  Oliver  seconded  the  motion  with  a  short  speech. 

The  Lord  Mayor  [Mr.  Wilkes']  said,  The  question  norw 
before  the  House  has  been  so  frequently  and  so  ably  spoken  to 
by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  and  is  in 

{general  so  perfect-y  understood,  that  I  shall  trouble  you  wi^ 
ittle  more  on  this  occasion  than  to  return  him  my  hearty 
thanks  for  his  trulypatriotic  endeavours  and  noble  perseverance 
in  a  business  of  this  importance.  Frequent  parliaments,  Sir^' 
are  the  ancient  constitution  of  England,  and  the  right  of  the 
ople  to  them  arises  from  the  nature  of  all  delegated  power, 
a  representative  afts  contrary  to  the  duty  pf  the  trust  repos- 
ed in  him  at  the  very  first  session  of  a  parliament,  is  it  fit  that 
his  constituents  should  be  compelled  to  wait  till  the  end  of  a. 
tedious  period  of  seven  years,  before  they  are  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  depriving  him  of  a  power  he  has  already  abused  ^ 


V 


wishes,  that  you  may  long  fill  your  distinguished  place  in  »][m? 
British  Senate,  and  that  your  persevering  endeavours  to  pre* 
serve  the  rights  of  the  subjeft,  to  maintain  the  prosperity  of 
our  commerce,  and  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  this  extensile 
empire,  may  meet  with  a  success  adequate  to.  the  patriotic  steal 
*with  which  they  are  animated.  Being  with  the  greatest  regardu 

Sir, 
Your  much  obliged  and  most  obedient 
S.  Freth,         J.  Kettle,        J.  Startin, 
J.  Twigg,        J.  Richards,  G.  Russell, 
W.  Russell,    J.Smith,        J.  Welch, 
R.  Rabone,     W.  Welch,     J.  Bingham^  • 
J.  Wilkinson,  J.  Rickards,    J.  WaUbrd. . 

Ithink 
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I  think  the  case  I  have  mentioned^  Sir^  a£hially  exists  ias  to 
this  very  parliament.  Gentlemen  have  talked  of  the  late 
parliament  in  the  terms  of  reproach  and  indignation  which  so 
profligate  an  assembly  merited.  But  I  fear.  Sir,  the  present 
p^liament  are  treading  in  the  same  steps  which  led  their  pre-, 
decessors  to  the  utter  hatred  of  the  nation.  The  people  with- 
out doors,  especially  in  the  capital,  make  no  scruple  to  affirm, 
that  the  majority  of  this  House  have,  even  thus  early,  in  one 
great  instance,  adled  contrary  to  the  plain  duty  which  they 
owe  tq  their  country,  and  to  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  them. 
I  allude,  Sir,  to  the  contempt  shewii  of  the  petition  of  so 
respectable  a  body  as  the  merchants  trading  to  North  Ame- 
rica; and  this  they  have  done  in  defiance  of  all  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.  I  am  sorry  to  observe  that  the  fear 
is  become  very  general,  that  from  this  early  abuse  of  their 
trust,  the  delegated  powers  the  same  men  have  so  lately  re- 
ceived, for  the  security  and  preservation  of  our  rights,  will  be 
employed  through  a  coursfe  of  the  next  seven  years,  for  our 
destru6lion,  arid  that  of  our  fellow  subjedte  in  America,  and  the 
ruin  of  our  common  liberty,  notwithstanding  the  present  ex- 
cellent motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  A  new  argu- 
HKiit,  Sir,  in  favour  of  the  motion  in  your  hand,  seems  at 
this  time  to  arise  from  the  nature  of  many  of  the  petitions  for 
undue  elections,  which  have  been  presented  to  us  this  session.. 
*rhcy  complain  chiefly  of  bribery  and  corruption.  Short  par- 
liam^ts.  Sir,  if  they  did  not  totally  eradicate  this  most  perni- 
cious praftice,  woidd  certainly  greatly  diminish  the  evil,  nor 
;it  the  return  of  frequent  appeals  to  the  people,  would  the 
public  ^oney,  in  a  minister's  hands,  be  always  adequate  to 
countera^  the  wishes  of  the  nation;  nor  the  floodgates  of  the 
treasury  being  opened,  in  such  a  case,  afibrd  torrents  copious 
enough  to  carry  awa^  all  sense  of  duty  to  the  constitution,  or 
love  of  our  country. 

I  will  only  trouble  you.  Sir,  with  one  more  short  observa- 
tion. I  look  upon  this  motion  as  a  kind  of  test,  which  must 
come  home  to  our  consciences.  It  cannot  fail  of  meeting,  in 
this  House,  the  support  of  the  true  friends  of  the  constitution, 
of  all  who  mean  to  aft  honestly,  as  well  as  the  opposition  of  the 
venal  and  interested,  of  those  who  have  already  forgotten  their 
duty  to  their  constituents,  and  of  those  who  think  lightly  of 
all  such  ties  and  obligations.  Those  who  have  merited  well  of 
their  constituents  will  always  rejoice  at  the  opportunity  of  ap- 
plying for  the  most  frequent  proofs  of  regard  and  trust,  will 
desire  and  sohcit  this  appeal;  who  have  afted  contrary  to  the 
dear  dictates  pf  their  4hity,  will  dread  every  such  occasion, 

and 
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and  tremble  at  the  very  idea  of  the  spirited  indignation  with 
which  they  would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Moysey  entered  into  a  clear  and  substantial  investigation 
of  the  question,  took  notice  of  the  efforts  made  by  the  great 
constitutional  Whigs  immediately  after  the  Revolution,  to  ob- 
tain the  triennial  law;  of  the  great  benefits  derived  from  t-h^ 
law,  during  a  course  of  upwards  of  twenty  years,  and  the  great 
political  motives  which  produced  its  repeal,  in  the  first  year 
of  George  the  First.  He  said  those  motives  originated  in 
temporary  expediency;  that  the  measure  was  consented  to  on 
the  principle  of  immediate  preservation  and  state-necessity; 
and  as  thos&canses  no  longer  subsisted,  every  colour  of  reason 
and  argument  for  retaining  septennial  parliaments  must  fjedl* 
with  the  motives  which  gave  birth  to  them. 

Serjeant  Glynn  contended  that  the  present  mode  of  con^ 
vening  parliaments  wa3  repugnant  to  the  great  principles  of 
the  constitution,  and  would  in  the  end,  he  predicted^  be  do? 
strudHve  of  the  constitution  itself. 
There  was  no  reply. 
The  House  divided;  for  the  moticHi  104,  against  it  195. 

February  2. 
A  petition  of  the  planters  of  his  Majesty's  sugar  colonic^ 
residing  in  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  merchants  of  London 
trading  to  the  said  colonies,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and 
read  5  setting  forth,  that  tlie  petitioners  are  exceedingly  alarm- 
ed at  an  agreement  and  association  entered  into,  by  the  cxm^ 
gress  held  at  Philadelphia,  in  North  America,  on  the  5th  day 
of  September,  1774,  whereby  the  members  thereof  agreed 
and  associated,  for  themselves  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  se- 
veral provinces  lying  between  Nova  Scotia  and  Georgia,  that 
from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September,  1774,  they  would 
not  import  into  British  America  any  Melasses,  Syrups,  Pa. 
neles,  Coffee,  or  Piemento,   from  the   British  plantations } 
and  that  after  the  loth  day  of  September,   1775,  ^^  t^c  aAs 
and  the  parts  of  the  a6ls  of  the  British  parliament  therein 
mentioned,  are  not  repealed,  they  would  not,  dircdtty  or  m* 
direftly,  export  any  mercliandize  or  commodity  whatsoever 
to  the  West  Indies  5  and  representing  to  the  Hoikc  that  the- 
British  property  in  the  West  India  islands  amounts  to  upwards 
of  thirty  millions  sterling ;  and  that  a  further  property  of 
many  millions  is  employed  in  the  commerce  created  by  the- 
said  islands,  a  commerce  comprehending  Africa,  the    EakSl 
Indies,  and  Europe  \  and  th?.t  the  whole  profits  and  produce 
of  those  capitals  ultimately  center  in  Great  Britain,  and  add 
to  the  national  wealth,  ^liile  the  navigation  necessary  to  aU* 
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its  branches,  establishes  a  strength  which  wealth  can  neither 
purchase  nor  balance ;  and  that  the  sugar  plantations  in  the 
West  Indies  are  subjeft  to  a  greater  variety  of  contingencies 
than  many  other  species  of  property,  from  their  necessary  de- 
pendence on  external  support  5  and  that  therefore,  should 
any  interruption  happen  in  the  general  system  of  their  com- 
merce, the  great  national  stock  thus  vested  and  employed 
must  become  unprofitable  and  precarious ;  and  that  the  pro- 
fits arising  from  the  present  state  of  the  said  islands,  ^nd  that 
are  likely  to  arise  from  their  future  improvement,  in  a  great 
measure  depend  on  a  free  and  reciprocal  intercourse  between 
them  and  the  several  provinces  of  North  America,  from 
whence  they  are  furnished  with  provisions  and  other  supplies 
absolutely  necessary  for  their  support  and  the  maintenance  of 
their  plantations;  and  that  the  scarcity  and  high  price,  in 
preat  Britain  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  of  those  articles  of 
indispensable  necessity,  which  they  now  derive  from  the 
middle  colonies  of  America,  and  the  inadequate  population 
in  some  parts  of  that  continent,  with  the  distance,  danger, 
and  uncertainty  of  the  navigation  from  others,  forbid  the 
petitioners  to  hope  for  a  supply  in  any  degree  proportionate  to 
their  wants ;  and  that,  if  the  first  part  oT  the  said  agreement 
and  association  for  a  non-importation  hath  taken  place,  and 
shall  be  continued,  the  same  will  be  highly  detrimental  to  the 
sugar  colonies ;  and  that,  if  the  second  part  of  the  said  agree- 
ment and  association  for  a  non-exportation  shall  be  carried 
into  execution,  which  the  petitioners  do  firmly  believe  will 
happen,  unless  the  harmony  that  subsisted  a  few  years  ago 
between  this  kingdom  and  the  provinces  of  America,  to  the 
infinite  advantage  of  both,  be  restored,  the  islands,  which 
are  supplied  with  most  of  their  subsistence  from  thence,  -will 
be  reduced  to  the  utmost  distress,  and  the  tiade  between  all 
the  islands  and  this  kingdom  will  of  course  be  obstructed, 
to  the  diminution  of  the  public  revenue,  to  the  extreme  in- 
jury of  a  great  number  of  planters,  and  to  the  great  preju- 
dice of  the  merchants,  not  only  by  the  said  obstruction,  bur 
also  by  the  delay  of  payment  of  the  principal  andiinterest  of 
an  immense  debt  due  from  the  former  to  the  latter ;  and 
therefore  praying  the  House,  to  take  into  their  most  serious 
consideration  that  great  political  system  of  the  colonies  here- 
tofore so  very  beneficial  to  the  mother  country  and  her  de- 
pendencies, and  adopt  such  measures  as  to  them  shall  seem 
meet,  to  prevent  the  evils  with  which  the  petitioners  are 
threatened,  and  to  preserve  the  intercourse  between  the  West 
India  islands  and  the  northern  colonie?,  to  the  general  har- 
mony 
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mony  and  lasting  benefit  of  the  v.hcie  British  empire;  and 
that  they  may  be  heard,  by  themselves,  thdr  agents,  or  coiUH 
sely  in  support  of  their  petition. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petition  |be  referred  to  the  con^ 
deratio^A  of  tlie  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to  whom  the 
petition  of  the  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  of  the  city  of 
London,  concerned  in  the  commerce  of  North  Americaj  ii 
referred. 

The  H'^vsc  resolved  itself  into  a  committee. 

Lord   North  recapitulated   the  'informatinri   contained  in 
the   papers;   discriminated    the   tempers    of   the    colonies; 
pointed  out  those  where  moderation  prevailed,  and  where 
violence    was    concealed    under    the    appearance     of    duty 
and    submission ;    and    n^med   such    as    he   thought    werp 
in  a  state  of  adhial  rebellion.     He  spoke  of  arts  which  hf 
■  asserted  were  employed  on  both  sides  the  Atlantic  to  raise  this 
seditious  spirit.     He  drew  .a  comparison  between   the  buav 
dens  borne  by  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and  those  of  Ame- 
rica.    The  annual  taxes  paid  by  the  inhabitai;ts  of  Great 
Britain,  he  said,  amounted  to  ten  millions  sterling,  exclusive 
of  the  expences  of  colleftion ;  and  the  number  of  iiihabitants 
of  Great  Britain  he  supposed  to  be  eight  millions,  therefore 
every  inhabitant  pays  at  least  twenty-live  shillings  annually. 
The  total  taxes  of  the  continent  of  America  amount  to  no 
more  than  seventy-five  thousand  pounds ;  the  number  of  ior 
habitants  of  America  are  tlu*ce  millions,  therefore  an  inhaKL 
tant  oi  America  pays  no  more  than  sixpence  annually.*     He 
then  proceeded  to  lay  down  the  legislative  supremacy  of  par- 
liament ;  stated  the  measures  adopted  by  America  to  resist 
it,  and  the  almost  universal  confederacy  of  the  colonies  in 
that  resistance.     Here,  he  said,  he  laid  his  foot  on  the  great 
barrier,  which  separated,  and  for  the  present  disunited-  both 
countries  \  and  on  this  ground  alone  of  resistance  and  d^ 
^4}ial,  he  raised  every  argument  leading  to  the  motion  he  ii^* 
tended  to  make^  which  he  said  would  be  for  ah  address  to 
the  King  and  for  a  conference  with  the  Lords  that  it  might 
be  the  jojnt  address  of  both  Houses.     He  hinted,  the  mea- 
sures intended  to  be  pursued,  in  case  the  King  should  agree 
to  comply  wkh  their  address,  were,  to  send  more  force  ;  t9 
bring  in  a  temporary  a<fl  to  put  a  stop  to  all  the  foreign  trade 
of  New  England,  particularly  to  their  fishery  on  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland,  till  they  returned  to  their  dutyj    at  the 
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same  time  declaring  that  whenever  they  ^bould  acknowledge 
the  supreme  authority  of  the  British  Icgislatiil^,  pay  obe- 
dience to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  make  a  due  submission 
to  the  King,  their  feal  grievances,  upon  their  making  propei* 
a^lication,  should  be  redressed.     His  lordship  observed,  that 
the  other  colonies  were  tiot  so  culpable,  and  he  hoped  might 
yet  be  brought  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  to  the  mother  country 
by  more  lenient  measures.    The  question,  he  said,  lay  within 
a  very  narrow  compass :  it  was  simply  whether  we  should 
abandon  this  claim,  and  at  once  give  up  every  advantage  aris- 
ing both  from  the  sovereignty  and  the  commerce,' or  to  ensure 
both  ?  Or  whether  we  should  resort  ta  the  measiu'es  indis- 
pensably necessary  on  such  an  occasion  ?  He  concluded  with 
moving,  Thiit  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  tliat  an 
htimUe  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty,  to  return  his 
Majesty  oui"  most  humble  thanks,  for  having  been  graciously 
pleased  to  ccknmunicate  to  this  House  the  several  papers  re- 
lating to  the  present  state  of  the  British  colonies  in  Amcnca, 
whicn,1>y  hb  Majesty's  commands,  have  been  laid  before  this 
House,  and  from  which,  after  taking  them  into  our  most  sc* 
rious  consideration,  we  find  that  a  part  of  his  Majesty's  sub^^- 
je6h  in  the  province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  have  proceeded 
so  far  as  to  resist  the  authority  of  the  supreme  legislature,  that 
a  rebellion  at  this  time  anally  exists  within  the  said  province; 
and  we  see  with  the  utmost  concern,  that  they  have  been 
countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful  combinations  and 
engagements,  entered  into  by  his  Majesty's  subjefts,  in  several 
of  the  other  colonies,  to  the  injury  and  oppression  of  many  of 
their  innocent  fellow-subjedb  resident  within  the  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  rest  of  his  Majesty's  dominions ;  this 
conduA  on  their  part  appears  to  us  the  more  inexcusable,  when 
we  consider  with  how  much  temper  his  Majesty  and  the  two 
houses  of  parliament  have  a£ted,  in  support  of  the  laws  and 
constitution  of  Great  Britain  j  to  declare,  that  we  can  never 
so  far  desert  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  as  to  relinquish  any  part 
of  the  sovereign  authority  over  all  his  Majesty's  dominions, 
which  by  law  is  vested  in  his  Majesty  and  the  two  ^houses  of 
parliament ;  and  that  the  conduft  of  many  persons,  in  several 
of  the  colonies,  during  the  late  disturbances,  is  alone  sufficient 
to  convince  us  how  necessary  this  power  is,  for  the  prote<5lion 
of  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  all  his  Majesty's  subjefts ;  that  we 
ever  have  been,  and  always  shall  be,  ready  to  pay  attention  and 
regard  to  any  real  grievances  of  any  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
which  shall. in  a  dutiful  and  constitutional. maimer  be  laid  be- 
fore  us ;  and  whenever  any  of  the  colonies  shall  make  a  proper 

application 
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2{iplicatxon  to  ns,  we  shall  be  ready  to  afibrd  than  ^i^eiy  jiuft 
and  reasonable  indulgence  i  but  that,  at  the  same  timoj  we 
consider  it  as  our  indispensable  duty,  humbly  to  beseech  hit 
Majesty,  that  his  Majesty  will  take  the  most  effe^al  nie»* 
sores  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority  ot 
the  supreme  legislature ;  and  that  we  beg  leave,  in  the  moK 
solenm  manner,  to  assure  his  Majesty,  that  it  is  our  fixed 
resolution,  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives  and  properties^  to  stadd 
by  his  Majesty,  against  all  rebellious  attempts,  in  the  main^ 
lenance  of  the  just  rights  of  his  Majesty  and  the  two  h^mfg 
of  parliament. 

Mr.  Dunning  replied  to  lA)rd  North,  and  followed  his 
lordship  very  minutely.  He  affirmed  thzt  the  condusioni 
which  his  lordship  had  drawn  from  his  faAs  were  crroncoiu. 
He  insisted  America  was  not  in  rebellion ;  and  th&t  everr 
appearance  of  riot,  disorder,  tumult,  and  sedition,  the  noble 
lord  had  so  faithfully  recounted,  arose  not  from  disobedience^ 
treason,  or  rebellion,  but  was  created  by  the  conduA  of  those* 
whose  views  were  to  establish  despotism ;  and  were  manifestly 
directed  to  reduce  America  to  the  mOst  abje£t  state  of  servility, 
as  a  prelude  to  the  realizing  the  same  wicked  System  in  the 
mother  country. 

The  Attorney  General  [Mr.  Thnrlow]  dwelt  strongly  on  Mr> 
Dunning's  pofiitioti,  that  the  .^mericans  were  not  in  l*ebellioii» 
He  affirmed  the  contrarv. 

Colonel  Grant  said,  he  had  served  in  America,  knew  the 
Americans  very  well,  was  certain  thf  y  would  not  fight  ;  they 
would  never  dare  to  face  an  English  army,  and  that  they  did 
not  possess  any  of  the  qualifications  necessary  to  make  a  good 
soldier ;  he  repeated  many  of  their  common  place  expressions, 
ridiculed  their  enthusiasm  in  religion,  and  drew  a  disagreeable 
piclure  of  their  manners  and  ways  of  livings 

Mr.  Fox  spoke  better  thian  usual.  He  entered  fully  into  the 
question;  pointed  out  the  injustice,  the  inexpediency,  and 
folly  of  the  motion  \  prophesied  defeat  on  one  side  the  watcr^ 
and  ruin  and  punishment  on  the  other.  He  moved  an  amend-* 
ment  to  omit  all  the  motion,  but  the  three  or  four  first  lines, 
and  to  substitute,  But  deploring  that  the  information  which 
they  (the  papers)  had  affi>rded,  served  only  to  convince  the 
House  that  the  measures  taken  by  Ills  Majesty's  servants 
tended  rather  to  widen  than  to  heal  the  unhappy  difierenceSf 
which  had  so  long  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and 
rica,  and  praying  a  speedy  alteration  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Grenville  spoke  very  well  in  suj^rt  of  the 
power,  and  controuling  suprema^ry  of  parliament  \  but  entirely 

d^pprgved 


A.  1775.  DEB    A    T    E    S.  14^ 

'disapproved  of  the  present  measures,  as  erery  way  iinproper^ 
intemperate,  and  impolitic. 

Mr.  Cruger  said,  though  interested  as  he  was  in  the  business; 
before  the  House,  he  should  have  remained  silent,  had  he 
not  conceived  that  an  honourable  gentleman  [Col.  Grant] 
had  thrown  some  undeserved  reflections  on  the  Americans, 
which  he  should  take  some  notice  of  before  he  sat  down,  but 
.that  he  chose  first  to  pay  a  litde  attention  to  the  general  busi- 
ness. He  observed,  that  the  dispute  between  this  country 
and  her  colonies  was  of  such  infinite  importance  to  both, 
that  he  hoped  he  should  be  forgiven  if  he  said  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  enter  into  it,  but  with  the  utmost  caution  and 
deUberation  j  that  we  were  now  like  men  walking  on  the  brink 
of  a  precipice ;  that  there  was  danger  in  every  step,  and  that 
Jn  his  opinion  the  salvation  of  this  country  depended  on  the 
measures  that  were  adopted  by  the  House  that  night*  He  then 
apprized  the  House,  that  the  settlement  of  the  unhappy  dis* 
putes  between  £ngland  and  America  did  not  particularly  con- 
cern any  set  of  men,  whether  in  or  out  of  administration ;  that 
it  related  to  all,  was  connected  with  all,  and  materially  afieAed 
the  interests  of  the  whole  state.  He  then  strongly  recom- 
mended to  all  parties  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  ques' 
tion,  free  from  resentment  or  prejudice  •,  to  consider  it  with 
impartiality,  to  discuss  it  with  temper,  and  to  adopt  with  una- 
nimity any  salutary  proposition,  regardless  of  the  man  or  party 
that  may  suggest  it.  He  then  endeavoured  to  vindicate  the 
Americans,  both  as  to  their  courage  and  gallantry,  (in  oppo- 
sition to  the  assertions  of  the  colonel  \)  the  latter  he  did  with 
much  good  humour  and  pleasantry,  but  lost  his  temper  in  the 
former,  became  personal,  and  was  called  to  order.  He  con- 
cluded with  saying,  that  as  many  schemes  of  accommodation 
were  talked  of,  he  earnestly  wished  that  some  one  might  be 
adopted  which  would  tend  to  restore  the  liarmony  and  affec- 
tion that  once  subsisted  between  Great  Britain  and'  her  colo- 
nies, and  produced  so  many  invaluable  blessings  to  both. 

Captain  Luttrell  said,  notwithstanding  the  variety  of  opi- 
nions, informations,  and  arguments,  we  have  heard  from  the 
different  parts  of  this  House,  in  the  course  of  the  several  de- 
bates respefting  our  differences  with  America,  I  fear,  if  we 
venture  to  consider  them  in  a  right  point  of  view,  we  shall 
find  they  have  put  this  country  into  a  situation  we  are  not 
yet  sufficiently  aware  of,  but  which  requires  a  very  serious  at- 
tention. Sir,  I  knpw  it  is  unfashionable,  and  by  some  it  will 
be  reckoned  troublesome,  to  talk  of  our  marine  in  parliament, 
in  times  of  peace  \  but  aftex"  the  recent  proof  we  have  had  of 

the 
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the  good  disposition  of  a  great  majority  of  tfit  commom  of 
England  towards  it,  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  cheai^blly 
listen  to  the  concerns  of  the  navy ;  and  as  the  papierB  now  ly« 
ing  before  us  make  it  very  materially  necessary  for  mc  to  men-' 
tion  them,  I  must  risque  the  displeasure  of  a  few  individmlg^ 
who  perhaps  from  interest  or  iniquity  have  shewn  an  iacKMi^ 
tion  to  keep  us  in  the  dark.     Sir,  I  congratulate  adnlinistr»- 
tion  upon  the  safe  arrival  of  one  half  of  Captain  Lc  Cra^s 
squadron  at  Boston,  because  it  is  attended  with  this  fortunate 
circumsance,  that  we  know  where  to  find  those  ships,  and  ao 
have  the  power  to  recall  them  from  a  country  where  they  mv$t 
prove  totally  useless  to  one  thaftnay  possibly  need  their  pro* 
te£tion.     Sir,  it  seems  to  me  very  unaccountable,  for  what 
useful  purposes  these  two-deck  ships  could  be  sent  to  Bostoi^ 
though  I  did  indeed  e^tpetSt  in  the  course  6f  the  con^spon- 
dence  between  Vice- Admiral  Graves  and  the  board  of  adim- 
ralty,  some  plausible  exaise  would  have  been  offered  vts  tor 
disarming  this  country.     But  though,  Sir,  in  this  respeft,  and 
many  others,  these  letters  convey  but  very  limited  and  insuf- 
ficient information,  they  at  least  tend  to  authenticate  my  assei^ 
tions.    For,  Sir,  Admiral  Graves,  in  the  very  curious  accounts 
he  gives  us  of  his  situation  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Stephens,  db* 
serves,  \_Here  he  read  several e:<traEls  from  the  Atnerican  letttrs\ 
that  the  only  part  of  the  fleet  he  can  employ  in  a^Ehial  service 
is  the  twenty  gun  ships  and  small  crafts  \  for  which  reason  he 
h?.s  been  obliged  to  purchase  several  schooners  to  perforrri  the 
King's  service  \  that  the  rost  of  the  fleet  arc  frozen  up,  uia 
reduced  to  a£t  upon  the  defensive.     But,  Sir,  I  must  request^ 
that  the  letter  of  the  14th  of  January,  from  the  lords  rf  the 
admiralty  to  the  Earl  of  D;irtmoi:th,  may  be  read.     Moir,  Sin 
I  believe  there  is  not  a  member  in  this  House,  that  would"  not 
expei^^  as  much  as  I  did,  that  the  information  alluded  to  hi 
that  letter,  and  the  correspondence  said  to  accompany  it* 
should  of  course  follow ;  and  I  had  indeed  some  curiositr  to 
see  by  what  ma;;Tic  art  the  admiral  could  station  and  dispose  of 
a  fleet,  which,  accoj*ding  to  his  account,  and  my  belief"  mar 
be  long  since  locked  up  in  the.  ice,  and  attackable  from  the 
jhorc.     Loaded  v/aggons  have  been  known  to  pass  upon  the 
ice  at  Boston  at  this  season  of  the  year.  But,  Sir,  not  one  line 
X)f  this  information  is  laid  before  us,  though  it  clearly  felatei.  to 
matters  of  faA,  not  of  opinion.     I  conclude  there  are  reasons 
of  the  state  for  suppressing  it,  and  therefore  shall  make  no 
comments  on  the  subje^.     The  House  will  draw  their  infe« 
rences  ;  I,  as  a  seaman,  know  how  to  draw  mine.     Sir,  if  tfae 
epithet  of  traitor  be  applicable  to  him  who  feels  for  the 
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iherce  and  persecutions  of  America,  I  think  the  English  lan- 
guage wants  a  name  for  that  man,  who  knowingly  and  wan- 
tonly disarms  this  country,  with  no  better  View,  nor  no  other 
hope,  than  to  destroy  her  colonies.  The  Americans,  however, 
feel  this  consolation^  that  every  slup  and  every  regiment  you 
send  to  Boston,  serves  but  to  add  strength  to  their  cause ;  for 
without  much  pretension  to  prophecy,  I  think  I  may  venture 
to  foretell,  that  the  history  of  these  dissensions  will  be  simi 
lar  to  that  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  when  the  troubles 
subsisted  in  Ireland.  Sir,  the  Queen,  as  impatient  to  subdue 
the  Irish  as  you  have  been  the  Americans,  sent  a  large  army 
into  that  country :  and  did  it  immediately  answer  the  end 
proposed  ?  By  no  means,  the  Irish  continued  to  gain  strength 
daily;  insomuch,  that  the  Queen  demanding  of  her  ministers 
to  know  the  cause  of  it,  received  for  answer,  that  her  majesty's 
arniy  being  there  was  the  true  reason  5  for  that  their  money 
had  found  its  way  into  the  country,  which  not  only  enabled 
her  opponents  to  purchase  amlnunition,  and  aU  sorts  of  warlike 
stores,  but  even  to  hire  foreign  officers  to  aft  against  her.  Sir, 
let  us  look  towards  America,  and  see  if  this  anecdote  is  not 
applicable  to  the  present  times.  But,  Sir,  I  must  express  my 
surprise,  when  I  consider  our  insular  situation,  and  the  true 
interest  of  this  great  commercial  country,  at  the  precipitate 
and  indecent  manner  in  which  the  reduftion  of  the  navy  at 
this  important  crisis  was  determined  on.  Sir,  a  partial  letter 
produced  from  one  of  the  ports,  not  the  most  considerable  one 
neither,  and  a  lumped  account  of  a  supposed  number  of  sea- 
men in  that  Country,  or  in^  this,  was  aU  the  information  the 
House  seemed  entitled  to,  to  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  eligi- 
bility <rf  reducing  our  naval  force  5  but  it  is  true,  a  certain 
noble  lord  did  afterwards  condescend  to  re-assume  the  subj6ft, 
though  in  a  language  which  appeared  to  me  strange  and  im- 
gracious. .  Sir,  his  lordship  congratulated  us  upon  being  able 
to  reduce  the  navy  establishment  to  that  of  the  year  1769; 
but.  Sir,  he  very  ingeniously  forgot  to  remind  us,  that  there 
are  1600  eflfeftive  men  gone  in  four  large  ships  towards  Ame- 
rica, which  are  the  complement  of  five  sail  of  guardships,  so 
that  though  the  establishment  be  the  same,  our  naval  force  at 
home  is  dready  a  Quarter-part  inferior  to  what  it  was  in  the 
year  1 769 ;  and.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  see  this  reduftion  made  at 
a  time  when,'  I  believe,  it  is  pretty  well  known  that  the  Spa- 
niards-maintain a  large  fleet,  under  pretence  of  being  at  war 
with  the  Eniperor  of  Morocco ;  and  that  the  French,  without 
paying  them  much  compliment,  are  not  less  formidable  in 
these  seas  than  we  arc  j  for,  Sir,  from  the  best  accounts  I  can 
*    VOL.  L  .  •  L  procure 
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procure  at  the  different  ports,  the  numbers  of  seamem  and  msi- 
rines  left  for  the  defence  of  this  country,  on  board  the  several 
guardships  and  at  quarters,  do  not  exceed  6500   eflfe£iivc 
men,  out  of  the  20,000  voted  last  year  by  parliament ;  how 
many  of  the  remainder  are  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  is  nei- 
ther possible  nor  necessary  for  me  to  determine.     But,  Sir, 
in  this  situation,  is  it  sensible,  is  it  politic,  nay,  is  it  safe,  to. 
pursue  such  coercive  measures  as,  in  my  opinion,  could  only 
be  justified  if  America  and  Great  Britain  were  contending  feqp 
the  sovereignty  of  another  empire  ?  Are  we  sure.  Sir,  a  des- 
perate people,  made  so  by  persecution  and  oppression,  will  not 
commit  a  desperate  a£t ;  and,  in  imitation  of  ourselves  in  for- 
mer times,  sue  to  some  other  power  for  protection  ?  Can  wc 
believe.  Sir,  that  the  French  and  Spaniards  will  look  any  longer 
with  an  eye  of  indifference  on  these  disputes,  than  may  be  con- 
sistent  with  their  interest  to  do  so  \  or  that  they  have  not,  at 
this  very  hour,  priests  and  emissaries  in  America,  aided  per- 
haps by  your  new  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  to  blow  the  coal 
of  contention  between  America  and  this  country  ?  Do  wc  not 
]p:iow,  Sir,  that  the  Spaniards  have  never  abandoned  the  claim 
they  set  up  to  Jamaica ;  and  may  we  not  exped,  from  their 
i^ondui^  at  Falkland's  island,  they  wait  such  a  favourable  op- 
portunity as  this  to  commence  hostilities  against  us  ?  Or  r«Qt> 
ve  believe  that  the  French  will  ever  forget  the  manner  in 
which  you  made  reprisals,  previous  to  the  commencement  of 
the  hte  war  ?   I  fear,  indeed,  we  are  about  to  pursue  an  efi^c« 
tual,  unconquerable,  though  unconstitutional  methodj,  to  by 
^  permanent  ei^bargo  on  our  trade ;  but  it  is  still  possible  tha( 
the  French,  by  way  of  reciprocity,  may  insult  your  coast% 
while  great  part  of  your  fleet  is  frozen  up  in  a  distant  coun- 
try*   But,  Sir,  I  must  do  the  noble  lord  on  the  opposite  bench 
tl^e  justice  to  say,  that  he  has  been  uniformly  explicit  in  his 
principles  respecting  the  navy  j  he  tells  us  to  be  jealous  of  it ; 
§iat  it  i§  the  favourite  service,  and  that  we  must  be   cautioQft 
not'  to  bestow  too  much  upon  oiu*  fleet.  Alas,  Sir,  the  officers 
of  the  navy  know,  by  experience,  that  imder  the  present  ad<^ 
ministration,. there  is  little  prospeft  of  either  honours  or  empv 
luments  being  bestowed  on  their  service  that  need  create  % 
jealoysy;  though,  Sir,  I  am  aware  it  may  be  accounted  un«- 
grateful  if  I  omit  to  acknowledge  those  very  high  and  <^i^ti- 
guished  marks  of  his  Majesty's  favour,  confefred  on  a  latC 
memorable  occasion^  no  doubt  ^t'the  recommendation  of  tbe 
ministers  too,  upon  some  of  the  .oldest  flag  ofEcers  and  ipoit 
respeftable  charafters  in  the  English  navy;  Sir,  I  mean  tbc 
honour  of  knighthood.    Such  flattering  testimony  of  rtxpi 
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approbation,  I  admit,  ^wassufGcierit  to  create  a  sort  of  jealousy 
wherever  the  news  went  forth.  Sir,  those  dignified  characters 
will  undoubtedly  command  uncommon  respeft  both  abroad 
and  at  home.  The  event  has  given  a  consequence  to  the 
naval  service,  and  the  youth  of  it  look  up  with  emulation  to 
those  high  honours  they  may  possibly  arrive  at,  on  the  close 
of  a  life  of  danger  and  fatigue,  spent  in  the  service  of  their 
country.  But,  Sir,  I  marvel  not  at  this,  because  the  noble 
lord  upon  a  former  occasion  was  pleased  to  tell  us,  that  the 
question  with  him  was,  how  cbeap  we  could  be  served?  Sir,  . 
Such  an  expression  might  possibly  be  well  adapted  to  a  parc^ 
of  Hessians,  for  I  would  give  his  lordship's  ceconomy  all  due 
credit  where  it  was  consistent  with  the  honour  and  safety  of 
the  nation ;  and  it  might  probably  prove  useful  to  this  country 
if  he  will  extend,  them  to  the  civil  as  well  as  the  military  de- 
partments of  the  state.  Then,  Sir,  on  a  fair  investigation  of 
the  merits,  should  it  appear  that  the  navy  and  army  receive 
more  than  a  proportionable  share  of  the  loaves  and  fishes,  let 
a  part  of  them  be  appropriated  to  the  inestimable  services  of 
the  lords  of  treasury,  admiralty  and  trade.  Sir,  I  think  the 
noble  lord  who  moved  this  address  has  ventured  to  assert,  that 
administration  have  a  plan  to  intercept  the  trade  of  the  Ame- 
ricans by  means  of  our  fleet  cruizing  on  their  coasts.  Now, 
Sir,  I  can  divine  but  one  source  from  whence  such  an  idea 
can  possibly  spring;  and  if  I  am  right  in  my  suggestions,  I 
must  dread,  the  future  consequences  of  a  certain  summer  ex- 
cursion. Sir,  I  have  long  been  aware  that  they  are  attended 
with  a  very  great  and  unnecessary  expence  to  the  public,  and 
that  the  honoiu-s  of  the  flag  have  been  shameftilly  prostituted 
to  the  supercilious  vanity  of  those  who,  as  individuals,  are  by 
jCio  means  entitled  to  the  distinctions  they  have  desired  and 
exafted.  But,  Sir,  I  have  hitherto  considered  these  naval  ex- 
peditions to  be  more  like  the  pageantry  of  the  luxurious  Queen 
of  Egypt  on  the  Cydnus,  than  like  a  serious  and  ofiicial  in- 
«pe£tion  into  the  real  state  of  our  marine.  If,  Sir,  however, 
from  cxplctting  otir  cold  shore,  a  judgment  has  been  formed 
of  the  fi-ozen  coasts  of  America,  I  fear  we  shall  ere  long  ex- 
perience the  fatal  consequences  of  such  a  conjefture.  Sir,  it 
is  next  to  impossible  that  the  King's  ships  should  keep  the  sea 
hx  the*  northern  parts  of  that  country,  from  the  month  of  No- 
vember to  the  month  of  June  •,  and  therefore.  Sir,  however 
die  leaders  of  government  may  be  disposed  toyrards  the  ofli* 
cers  of  the  navy,  I  will  entreat  them  to  pay  some  regard  to 
the:  safety  of  the  fleet,  tmd  a  little  attention  to  the  sitmtion 
<if  thlseDuntiy.  Then,  I  hope.  Sir,  that  both  humanity  and 
<'■■■..  L2  interest 
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interest  will  didlate  to  them  not  to  sport  with  the  lives  of  the 
few  seamen  now  employed. 

Mr.  Cosmo  Gordon  was  against  any  compromise  or  lenient 
measures  with  America,  till  she  entirely  submitted. 

The  other  gentlemen  who  spoke  for  Lord  North's  motion 
were  Mr.  Cornwall,  Lord  Stanley,  Mr.  De  Grey,  jun.  the  Soli- 
citor General  [Mr.  Wedderbum]  and  Mr.  Lewis.  Against 
Lord  North's  motion.  Lord  Luniley  and  Mr.  Powis. 

The  House  divided  upon  the  amendment  ^  ayes  105, noes  304. 

The  House  divided  again,  upon  Lord  North's  motion;  for 
it  296,  against  it  106. 

February  3. 

Private  business.     Adjourned  to  February  6. 

February  6. 

The  report  from  the  American  committee. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  moved  to  recommit  the  proposed  ad- 
dress which  had  been  agreed  to  in  the  committee.  He  strongly 
recommended  the  reconsideration  of  a  measure  which  he 
deemed  fraught  with  so  much  mischief;  commented  on  the 
proposed  address ;  thought  it  improper  to  aflert  that  a  rebellion 
exists  ;  mentioned  the  insecurity  created  by  the  aft  for  chang- 
ing the  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay;  said  the  inhabi- 
tants knew  not  for  a  moment  under  what  government  thejr 
lived.  His  head  and  heart  combined  to  deprecate  the  horrors 
of  civil  war,  necessarily  involving  a  foreign  one  also  'mth  the 
combined  forces  of  very  powerful  nations.  He  represented 
the  jealousy  of  our  neighbours,  from  their  disgrace  and  oar 
glory  in  the  last  war.  If  the  Americans  should  hear  of  our 
having  declared  them  rebels,  and  that  more  force  is  coming, 
may  they  not  determine  rather  to  attack  a  part  than  \rait  Ihr 
the  whole?  A  small  rather  than  a  greater  niunber?  He  stated 
very  clearly  and  justly  our  domestic  situation,  our  state  with 
the  colonics  and  with  foreign  powers.  He  called  the  atten^- 
tion  of  the  House  to  the  unequal  balance  of  our  loss  and  our 
gain  in  the  event;  in  which  we  might  find  our  revenue  de- 
stroyed, our  trade  annihilated,  and  our  empire  itself  overturn- 
ed. And  if  we  succeeded  in  subduing  America,  i;ire  could* 
gain  nothing. 

.  He  was  seconded  by  Lord  Lumley^  who  expressed  himself^ 
with  modesty,  handsomely  making  his  youth  a  personal  pica 
for  his  wishing  the  utmost  time  for  re-consideration  on  a 
matter  so  important. 

Mr.  Greville,  against  the  motion. 

The  Lord  Mayor  [Mr.  Wilkes^  for  the  motion.  He  said^* 
The  business  now  beifore  the  House  respecting  America  is  of 
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as  great  importance  as  was  ever  debated  in  parliament.  It 
comprehends  almost  every  question  relative  to  the  common 
rights  of  mankind^  almost  every  question  of  poiicy  and  legisla^- 
tion.  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  so  vast,  so  well  trodden  a 
field.  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  business  before  us.  The 
address  now  reported  from  the  conmiittee  of  the  whole  House, 
appears  to  me  unfounded,  rash,  and  sanguinary,  and  most  im- 
justly  to  draw  the  sword  against  America;  but  before  admi- 
nistration are  suffered  to  plunge  this  nation  into  the  horrors 
of  a  civil  war,  before  they  are  permitted  to  force  Englishmen  to 
sheathe  their  swords  in  the  bowels  of  their  feliow-subje^ts,  I 
hope  this  House  will  seriously  weigh  the  original  ground  and 
cause  of  this  imhappy  dispute,  and  in  time  refleft  whether 
justice  is  on  our  side.  The  assumed  right  of  taxation  without 
the  consent  of  the  subjeft  is  plainly  the  primary  cause  of  the 
present  quarrel.  Have  we.  Sir,  any  right  to  tax  the  Ameri- 
cans? That  is  the  question.  The  fundamental  laws  of  human 
nature,  and  the  principles  of  the  English  constitution,  are 
equally  repugnant  to  the  claim.  The  very  idea  of  property 
excludes  the  right  of  another's  taking  any  thing  from  me 
without  my  consent,  otherwise  I  cannot  call  it  my  own.  What 
property  have  I  in  what  another  person  can  seize  at  his  plea- 
sure ?  If  we  can  tax  the  Americans  without  their  consent,  they 
have  no  property,  nothing  which  they  can  call  their  own;  we 
.might  take  their  aU.  The  words  "  liberty  and  property,"  so 
dear  to  an  Englishman,  so  pleasing  in  our  ears,  would  become 
mockery  and  insult  to  an  American.  The  laws  of  society 
are  professedly  calculated  to  secure  the  property  of  each  indi- 
vidual, of  every  subject  of  the  state.  The  great  principles  of 
the  constitution  under  which  we  live,  likewise  clearly  deter- 
mine this  point.  All  subsidies  to  the  crown  are  grants  from 
the  conmions,  free  gifts  from  the  people.  Their  full  consent 
is  always  expressed  in  the  grant.  Much  lias  been  said  of  the 
palatinate  of  Chester,  and  the  principality  of  Wales,  and  the 
period  of  their  taxation;  but.  Sir,  there  is  a  more  remarkable 
case  in  point,  which  alone  would  determine  the  question.  If. 
gentlemen  will  search  the  records  in  the  Tower,  they  will  find, 
that  the  town  of  Calais  in  France,  when  it  belonged  to  the 
imperial  crown  of  these  realms,  was  not  taxed  till  it  sent  re- 
presentatives to  parliament.  Two  burgesses  from  Calais  aftu- 
ally  sat  and  voted  in  this  House.  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
was  Calais  taxed.  The  writ  out  of  chancery,  and  the  return 
to  it,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.  with  the  names  of  the  bur- 
gesses, are  still  extant^  I  faithftilly  gave  them  to  the  public 
^:om  attested  cepies/ 

L3  But 
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Jbutj  SiTj  it  will  be  said>  is  America  tmn  to  enjoy  the  pro- 
tection of  Great  Britain,  and  to  contribute  nothing  tow^rdM 
the  support  of  that  very  state,  which  has  so  long  given  it  pro* 
tedtion  and  security,  which  has  nursed  it  up  to  its  present 
greatness?   The  Americans  themselves  have  given  the  fullest 
answer  to  this  objedtion  in  a  manner  not  to  be  controverted^ 
by  their  conduft  through  a  long  series  of  years,  and  by  the 
most  explicit  declarations.    Equally  in  words  and  a£tions>  of 
the  most  unequivocal  nature,  they  have  demonstrated  their 
love,  their  ardour,  their  strong  filial  piety  towards  their  mo* 
ther  country.     They  have  always  appeared  ready,  not  only  to 
contribute  towards  the  expences  of  their  own  govemments 
but  likewis".  to  the  wants  and  the  necessities  of  this  state. 
although  p. naps  they  may  not  be  over  fond  of  all  the  proud^ 
'  expensive  tr:ippiiigs  of  royalty.     In  the  two  last  wars  they  fiar 
exceeded  the  cold  line  of  prudence.     With  the  most  liberal 
hearts  they  gave  you  almost  their  all,  and  they  fbnght   gaU 
lantly  by  yoiu*  sifde,  with  equal  valour  against  our  and  their. 
enemy,  against  the  common  enemy  of  mankind,  the  ainb»» 
tious  and  faithless  French,  whom  we  now  fear  and  flatter. 
Our  Journals,  Sir,  will  bear  witness  to  the  grateful  sense 
had  of  the  important  services  of  the  Americans,  and  the 
sums  we  voted  to  be  repaid  them  for  what  they  expended  in 
the  spirited  expeditions,  which  they  carried  through  with 
equal  courage  and  conduct,  sometimes  without  the  least  know- 
ledge or  participation  on  our  part,  will  demonstrate  the  warm 
aSeclion  of  their  Hearts  to  this  country.     But,  Sir,  the  whele 
was  the  gift  of  freemen,  of  fellow  subje^,  who  feel  that  ther 
are,  and  know  that  they  have  a  right  to  be,  as  free  as  ourselYCS. 
What  is  their  language  now,  \\  h^n  you  are  planning  their  de^ 
struclion,  when  you  are  declaring  them  rebels  ?  hi  the  late  pe» 
tition  of  the  general  congress  to  the  King,  they  declare,  ••  thev 
are  ready  ancl  willing,  as  they  ever  have  been,  when  constitu- 
tionally required,  to  demonstr.:te  their  loyalty  to  his  Majesty^ 
by  exerting  their  most  strenucus  efforts  in  granting  supplies 
and  raising  forces'."     This  is  the  unanimous  resolution  of  a 
congress,  composed  of  deputies  from  the  several  colonies  of 
New  Hampshire,  Massachuset's  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Pnv 
vid:!nce  Plantations,  Connefticut,  New  York,  NeW*  jerser, 
Pennsylvania,  the  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  mi 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  two  Carolinas.  I  have 
heard,  Sir,  of  a  plan  of  accommodation,  which  I  believe  would 
reconcile  all  differences.     But  alas !  Sir,  it  does  not  come  from 
any  servant  of  the  crown  :  it  comes  from  the  noble  Iord>  to. 
whom  this  country  has  the  most  essentials  obligatioiis^  — -^^ 
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so  much  indebted  for  its  late  sj^endor  and  glory.  '  It  is  to  as^ 
semble  another  congress  in  the  sprii^^  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  deputies  of  the  several  colonies  to  meet 
together,  and  to  be  jointly  empowered  to  regulate  the  various 
quotas  to  be  paid  by  each  province  to  the  general  treasury  of 
the  whole  empire ;  I  would  in  addition  to  that  plan  propOse> 
that  a  regulation  similar  to  what  aftually  takes  plac6  with  re- 
spedt  to  Scotland  be  adopted  as  to  America.  The  proportion 
€)f  each  colony  might  be  settled  according  to  the  land  tax  in 
England,  at  one,  two,  or  more  shillings  in  the  pound.  I  am 
not  deep  politician  enough  to  know  \^hat  the  proportion 
should  be  of  each  province/  and  they  will  vary  greatly  in  half 
a  century,  but  I  speak  of  their  quota  being  always  to  be  rfegii- 
lated  according  to  the  land  tax  of  this  country.  The  vcrj ' 
flourishing  colonies  of  the  Massachuset's  Bay,  Virginia^  and 
South  Carolina,  for  instance,  ^ould  contribute  more,  the 
smaller  and  poorer  colcmies  of  New  Hampshire  and  New 
Jersey  less:  but.  Sir,  I  insist  not  a  single  shilling  can  be  taken 
without  their  consent ;  and  tifter  this  day's  debate,  should  the 
address  be  carried,  I  greatly  fear  that  every  idea  pf  a  reconcilia- 
tion will  be  utterly  imprafticabie. 

The  Americans,  Sir,  have  of  late,  both  within  doors  and 
without^  been  treated  with  the  greatest  injustice,  and  even  a 
Wanton  degree  of  cruelty.  An  honourable  gentleman  has  just 
told  us  that  they  complain  of  the  navigation  aftj  and  insist  on 
its  repeal:  we  have  authentic  evidence  to  the  contrary.  In 
the  resolutions  of  the  congress,  they  repeatedly  desire  to  be 
put  only  on  the  footing  they  were  at  the  close  of  the  latfe'  War, 
**  as  to  the  system  of  statutes  and  regulations  j"  nor  among  the 
various  aftsj  of  which  they  desire  a  repeal,  do  they  once  men- 
tion either  the  navigation  or  the  declaratory  a£f.  It  is  said 
likewise,  they  wish  to  throw  off  the  supremacy  of  this  country  f 
many  express  resolutions,  both  of  the  general  congress  and  the 
-provincial  congresses,  are  the  fullest  evidence  of  the  sense 
which  the  Americans  entertain  of  their  obedience  and  duty 
to  this  country.  They  ire  too  numerous  to  be  quoted..  Their 
full  claim,  as  stated  by  themselves,  is  so  well  worded,  I  beg  to 
read  it  to  the  hous^  from  their  petition  to  the  king;  We  ask 
httfirpeacej  liberty  and  safety:  Surely,  Sir,  no  request  was  ever 
more  reasonable,  no  claim  better  founded.  We  'wish  nttt  a  di" 
minutiontif  the  prerogative ^  nor  do  we  soiicit  a  grant  of  any  new 
fight  in  our  favour*  Tour  royal  authority  over  usf  and  our  con^^ 
neBion  with  Great  Britain^  We  shall  always  carefully  and  zealously 
endeavour  to  support  and  maintain^  while  admrnistraticwi  are  en- 
deavouring to  tear,  asunder  those  ties  which  have  96  long  and 
'   happily  bound  us  together. 
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The  address,  Sir,  mentions  the  particular  province  of  Mas- 
sachuset's  Bay  as  in  a  state  of  actual  rebellion,  and  the  other 
provinces  are  considered  as  aiding  and  abetting  them.  Much 
has  been  said  by  some  learned  gentlemen  to  involve  them  in 
all  the  consequences  of  a  declared  rebellion,  and  to  engage  our 
officers' and  troops  to  act  against  them  as  against  rebels.  Whe- 
ther their  present  state  is  that  of  rebellion,  or  of  a  fit  and 
proper  resistance  to  unlawful  a6b  of  power,  to  our  attempts 
to  rob  them  of  their  property  and  liberties,  as  they  imagine,  I 
do  not  determine.  This  I  know,  a  successful  resistance  is  a 
revolution^  not  a  rebellion*  Who  can  tell,  Sir,  whether  in  con- 
sequence of  this  very  day's  violent  and  mad  address  to  his 
Majesty,  the  scabbard  may  not  be  thrown  away  by  them  as 
well  as  by  us,  and  should  success  attend  them,  whether  in  a 
few  years  the  Americans  may  not  celebrate  the  glorious  aera 
of  the  revolution  of  1775,  ^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  1688.  Success 
crowned  the  generous  efforts  of  our  forefathers  for  freedomi 
else  they  had  died  on  the  scaffold  as  traitors  and  rebels,  and 
the  period  of  our  history,  which  does  us  the  most  honour, 
would  have  been  deemed  a  rebellion  against  lawful  authority, 
not  a  resistance  authorized  by  all  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  not 
the  expulsion  of  a  tjrrant.  The  policy,  Sir,  of  this  measure  I 
can  no  more  comprehend,  than  I  can  acknowledge  the  justice 
of  it.  Is  your  force  adequate  to  the  attempt  ?  I  am  satisfied 
it  is  not.  What  are  your  armies,  and  how  are  they  to  be  re- 
cruited ?  Do  you  recoiled  that  the  single  province  of  the  Mas^ 
sachusct's  Bay  has  at  this  moment  30,000  men,  well  trained 
and  disciplined,  and  can  bring  near  90,000  into  the  field. 
They  wiU  do  it,  when  they  are  ^ghting  for  their  liberties. 
You  will  not  be  able  to  conquer  and  keep  even  that  single  pro- 
vince. The  noble  lord  proposes  only  10,000  of  our  troops  to 
be  there,  including  the  four  regiments  now  going  from  Lr^ 
land,  and  he  acknowledges  very  truly  that  the  army  cannot 
enforce  the  late  a6b  of  parliament.  Why  then  is  it  sent  ?  * 
Boston  indeed  you  may  lay  in  ashes,  or  it  may  be  made  a 
strong  garrison,  but  the  province  will  be  lost  to  you.  Boston 
will  be  like  Gibraltar.  You  will  hold  in  the  province  of  Af as- 
sachuset's  Bay,  as  you  do  in  Spain,  a  single  town,  the  whole 
country  in  the  power  and  possession  of  the  enemy.  Your 
fleets  and  armies  may  keep  a  few  towns  on  the  coast,  for  some 
time  at  least,  Boston,  New- York,  St.  Augustine.  The  vast 
continent  of  America  will  be  lest  to  you.  A  few  fortl*esses 
on  the  coast,  and  some  sea-ports  only,  you  will  keep,  all  "the 
back  settlements  will  be  independent  of  you,  and  will  thrive  • 
in  the  rapid  progression  of  your  violences  and  unjust  ezaftions 
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on  the  towns.  The  ancient  story  of  the  Carthaginian  hide 
will  be  verified  as  to  you.  Where  you  tread,  it  will  be  kept 
down,  but  it  will  rise  the  more  in  all  other  parts.  Where 
your  fleets  and  armies  are  stationed,  the  possession  will  be 
yours,  but  all  the  rest  will  be  lost.  I  fear  from  this  day,  in 
the  great  scale  of  empire,  you  will  decline,  and  the  Americans 
will  rise  to  independence,  to  power,  to  all  the  greatness  of  the 
most  renowned  states,  for  they  build  on  the  solid  basis  of  pub- 
lic liberty. 

Sir,  this  address  is  founded  on  injustice  and  cruelty.  It  !s 
equally  contrary  to  the  sound  maxims  of  true  policy,  and  to 
the  unerring  rule  of  natural  right.  The  Americans  will  de- 
fend their  property  and  their  liberties  with  the  spirit  of  free- 
men, with  the  spirit  I  hope  we  should.  They  wUl  sooner  de- 
clare themselves  independent,  and  risk  every  consequence  of 
such  a  contest,  than  submit  to  the  yoke  which  administration 
is  preparing  for  them.  An  address  of  so  sanguinary  a  nature 
cannot  fail  of  driving  them  to  despair^  They  wiU  see  that 
you  are  preparing  not  only  to  draw  the  swoi^M^t  to  burn  the 
scabbard.  You  are  declaring  them  rebels.  lEvery  idea  of  a 
reconciliation  will  vanish.  They  will  pursue  the  most  vigorous 
measures  in  their  own  defence.  The  whole  continent  will  be 
dismembered  from  Great-Britain,  and  the  nvide  arch  of  the  raised 
empire  fall.  But  I  hope  the  just  vengeance  of  the  people  will 
overtake  the  authors  of  these  pernicious  counsels,  and  the  loss 
of  the  first  province  to  the  empire  be  speedily  followed  by  the 
loss  of  the  heads  of  those  ministers  who  advised  tliese  wicked 
and  fatal  measures.  ^ 

Captain  Harvey.  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  intruding 
on  the  time  of  the  House,  because  I  think  it  a  duty  incumbent 
'  on  every  man,  who  has  the  welfare  of  his  country  at  heart,  to 
speak  out  on  this  occasion,  and  to  declare  his  sentiments  on  so 
very  important  a  crisis :  a  crisis.  Sir,  in  which  I  believe  this 
country  has  not  been  involved  in  a  more  intricate  one  since 
the  revolution,  and  for  which  we  are  not  only  indebted  to  the 
refraftory  spirit  of  some  of  those  ungratefiil  subjects  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  but  to  some  no  less  restless  ones 
no  this  side  of  it ;  and  which  induces  me  to  believe,  th^t  as  a 
great  minister  once  boasted  in  this  House,  that  he  had  con- 
quered America  in  Germany,  so,  I  very  much  fear,  we  shall  now 
be.obliged  to  conquer  it,  or  at  least  some  part  of  it,  again  in 
England  ;  for,  till  we  put  a  stop  to  the  sedition  that  is  so  con- 
stantly, so  artfiilly,  and  so  shamefully  blown  from  hence,  and 
give  a  check  to  those  incendiaries  who  dare  breathy  forth  such 
inflaminatory  poison  as  every  news-paper  conveys,  we  can  ne-- 
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ver  hope,  v/Ithout  the  last  extremities,  to  bring  the  wicked 
leaders  of  those  deluiled  people  to  a  sense  of  their  duty^  aiid 
their  obligations  to  this  country. 

To  acknowledge,  Sir,  the  supremacy  of  the  legislative  power 
of  this  country  over  all  its  dominions,  and  dispute  the  right  of 
that  power  to  exert  itself,  as  it  shall  judge  best  for  the  good  of 
the  whole,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  too  puerile  and  too  trifle* 
ing  to  throw  away  an  argument  upon ;  and,  in  our  present 
situation  with  the  colonies,  too  criminal  not  to  condjemn  with* 
out  hesitation.  Either  the  legislative  power  of  a  kingdom  has 
authority  over  all  its  dominions,  or  it  has  none  over  any  part 
of  them :  it  cannot  be  partial ;  nor  do  I  think  any  one  branch 
of  that  legislature  can,  by  any  afl  or  charter  whatever,  exempt 
any  particular  set  of  its  subjects  from  the  authority  of  the  wIkw 
legislature.  Could  that  be  done,  Sir,  and  could  a  preferen^ 
be  given  to  any,  I  am  very  sure  this  House  would  long  ago 
have  turned  their  eyes  towards  our  sister  kingdom  of  Irdandy 
who  has  every  claim  to  that  preference  in  our  afieAions  a»Hi 
for  our  assistaHtte,  being  as  remarkable  for  their  loyalty  and 
obedience,  as  they  are  for  their  industry,  and  (I  am  sorry  to 
say)  for  their  poverty. 

That  America,  by  every  tie  human  nature  can  devise*  ovidA 
to  be  subordinate  to  the  authority  of  Great-Britain,  is  beyond 
a  doubt,  more  especially  when  we  consider  and  refieft,  at  what 
immense  expence  of  blood  and  treasure  to  this  cotmtry  those 
very  colonies  have  been  brought  to  that  excess  of  greatness 
tnd  riches,  as  that  they  shall  now  vainly  think  themselves  abk^ 
and  insolently  declare  themselves  ready,  to  shake  off  their 
dependence,  and  become  a  separate  state.  That  they  have 
long  been  aiming  at  it,  is  evident  from  all  their  proceedings 
and  from  all  the  papers  before  you  -,  and  that  tliey  may  pos* 
sibly  become  so  in  some  future  age  (long  may  it  be  first)  is 
natiu'al  to  suppose,  from  what  history  teaches  us  of  the;  vicis- 
situde of  all  nations.  But  this  I  am  certain  of,  the  more  they 
dare  to  sound  that  alarm,  and  the  more  they  struggle  for  that 
period,  the  more  it  is  our  duty,  as  Englishmen,  to  watch  over 
them,  and  not  let  the  evil  day  be  anticipated  by  any  remio- 
ness  or  want  of  firmness  on  our  part,  for  that  would  not  Only 
be  highly  criminal  towards  our  King  and  coimtry  to  permit  ity 
but  also  leave  an  everlasting  stain  on  the  present  agei  if  ijve 
meanly  shake  off  the  task  of  preventing  it  from  ourselves,  and 
leave  it  for  posterity  to  struggle  ^nth  as  they  can. 

Sir,  although  I  am  under  no  kind  of  apprehensions  from  the 
consequences  that  may  ensue  from  enforcing  obedience  in  the 
colonies,  from  the  good  opinion  I  have  yet  of  some,  cool,  dif?" 
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passionate,. 5^ell-3iflfefted  men  in  tlie  colonies,  yet  I  own,  for 
the  sake  of  tranquillity  here,  and  our  manufaftures,  I  wish 
there  were  any  lenient  measures  left  to  pursue  ;  but  I  know  of 
none  that  have  not  been  repeatedly  tried  ;  and  I  very  much 
fear,  that  mildness  and  lenity  with  which  govemmeftt  has  pro- 
ceeded throughout  all  their  conduft  towards  the  colonies,  that 
tenderness  shewn  in  every  step  hitherto  taken,  has  been  both 
here  and  there  construed  into  timidity,  and  from  advantages 
drawn  from  thence,  by  disaffefted  and  interested  people,  has 
produced  these  disgraceftil  and  fatal  eflFe<Sts. 

For  my  own  part,^  Sir,  if  the  House  will  allow  me  to  tres- 
pass on  their  indulgence,  and  speak  of  the  condufl  of  so  insig- 
nificant an  individual  as  myself,  I  will  tell  them,  that  notwith- 
standing all  the  threats  and  menaces,  all  the  harsh  censures 
that  were  the  other  night  on  tins  subjeft  thrown  out  against 
all  those  who  had  supported  the  measures  of  government,  and 
all  the  crude  epithets  that  were  given  to  every  tlung  that  had 
been  done,  to  every  thing  that  was  doing,  and  every  thing  ^ 
that  was  to  be  done,  (without  knowing  very  well  what  that 
last  was  to  be)  yet,  Sir,  I  shall,  in  defiance  of  all  those  threats 
and  menaces,  stiU  glory  in  having  given  my  negative  td  the 
repeal  of  the  Stamp-aft.     I  took  the  liberty  on  that  extraor- 
dinary occasion  to  foretell  to  the  House  the  consequences  that 
Would,  ensue  from  that  puerile,  pitiful  and  baneful  measure ; 
and  I  am  now  no  less  proud  of  declaring,  that  as  my  education 
and  profession  has  led  me  a  very  different  path  from  that  of  a 
politician;,  so.  Sir,  from  the  moment  I  had  a  seat  in  this 
House,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  study  the  opinions  and  con»- 
duct  of  those,  whose  abilities  and  whose  attachment  to  their 
country  justly  entitled  them  to  a  preference,  and  very  early  at- 
tached myself  to  that  good,  wise  and  able  minister,  Mr.  Gren- 
ville,  whose  loss  this  country  will  long  feel  and  lament,  and 
whose  memory  I  shall  ever  honour  and  revere  ;  though  it  is 
some  consolation  from  what  I  heard  the  other  night  fall  from 
a  young  noble  member,  to  find  the  father's  virtues  and  abili- 
ties reviving  in  the  son.     However,  Sir,  I  will  not  prove  my- 
self undeserving  the  friendship  and  confidence  that  minister 
honoured  me  with,  by  deviating  this  day  in  one  single  iota 
from  what  I  am  confident  would  have  been  his  conduct  ha<^ 
we  been  so  happy  to  have  had  him  still  among  us,  and  there- 
fore, as  far  as  my  voice  goes,  I  will  never  consent  to  the  re- 
scin&ig,  the  discharging,  or  the  repeahng  of  any  one  resolu- 
tion, order  or  aft,  that  either  the  last,  or  any  former  parlia- 
ment hais  passed  for  the  declaring,  maintaining,  and  enforcing. 
the  legislati^  authoritT^  of  Great  Britain  over  aU  its  colonies. 
•  Sir, 
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Sir,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  give  my  vote,  (and  if  I  had 
health  and  abilities  eqiul  to  my  zeal  and  inclination)  my  assist- 
ance also,  to  any  proper  English  constitutional  measure  that 
could  effectually  restore  that  harmony  bdween  the  "pother 
country  and  the  colonies,  so  essentially  necessary  to  both^  but 
which  I  absolutely  deny  (in  any  one  point  of  view)  to  be  more 
so  to  England  than  to  America:  but,  Sir,  whikt  therearc  those 
individuals  on  this  side  of  the  water,  some  of  great  abilities, 
some  of  great  titles,  and  some  few  of  great  fortunes,  but  all 
of  great  passions,  whom  I  fear  are  so  forgetful  of  their  duty, 
as  to  be  sacrificing  the  honour  and  welfare  of  this  country, 
nay  risking  the  very  existence  of  it  to.  their  own  private  views 
and  ambition,  to  their  own  private  piques  and  resentments, 
we  can  never  flatter  ourselves  that  any  measures  will  have 
the  wished-for  effect,  but  the  most  determined,  the  most  finD, 
and  the  most  vigorous  ones. 

Having  said  this.  Sir,  let  me  not  be  understood  to  wish, 
or  mean  to  recommend,  the  carrying  execution  through  all 
the  colonies  with  fire  and  sword  \    no.  Sir,  God  forbid  I 
should  have  so  sanguine  a  thought !  I  flatter  myself  other 
means  may  be  found,  and  I  hope,  and  have  not  a  doubt,  but 
so  soon  as  they  find  us  determined  to  do  our  duty,  they  will 
be  brought  to  a  sense  of  theirs,  and  all  difiiculties  wiU  siib-^ 
side  without  shedding  one  single  drop  of  blood  :  but  should 
I  be  SvO  misunderstood  here,  and  so  misrepresented  without 
doors  (which  is  the  prevailing  mode)  all  I  can  say,   is,    that 
I  am  determined  to  be  as  indifferent  to  it  as  conscious  inho- 
cence  will  ever  be  to  every  invidious  slander.     I  look  upon' 
all  such  temporary  misrepresentations  and  abuse,  just  as    I  do 
on  tiie  clouds  that  pass  under  the  sun  ;  they  cast  a  momentary 
shade  on  all  people  and  ail  tilings,  wait  but  with  a  little  pa^. 
tience,  truth   like   the  sun   will   break   out,   disperse  those 
clouds,  -and  all  people  and  all  things  appear  in  their  proper. 
]ustre.     I   shall  therefore.  Sir,  wait  with  patience   for  that 
moment,  trusiin  i;  to  those  abilities,  to  that  temper,  and  to 
that  firmness,  with  which  the  noble  lord  by  me,  w^ho  now 
holds  the  helm,  has  hitherto  conducted  us,  through  the  vio? 
lent  storm,  and  llirou;:h  all  the  difliculties  in  which  he  found 
us  involved  j  and  m-.ve   no  doubt  but,   notwithstanding  all 
the  obstacles  thrown  in  his  way,  he  will  bring  us  to  a  lasting. 
and  pleasing  calm  j  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  shaU  niost  heartily 
concur  in  this  proposed  address,  and  be  against  the  re-commit- 
ment of  it. 

Sir  li^iiliaTn  Mayne.     I  should  not  rise  to  trouble  you  thif 
day,  could  I.  reconcile  in  my  own  breast  the  giving  a  si-?, 

'lent 
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lent  vote  on  a  question,  upon  which  depends  not  only  the 
existence  of  this  country,  but  the  happiness  of  millions.  The 
vote  I  shall  give  will  be  free  from  the  smallest  tincture  of  that 
prejudice,  which  has  industriously  been  inculcated  into  the 
mtnds  of  the  Americans  from  this  side  the  water,  that  they  are 
to  expect  from  every  member  of  this  House  who  drew  his  first 
breath  on  the  other  side  of  the  Tweed  5  no,  Sir,  I  will  give 
my  vote  this  day,  uninfluenced  by  party  and  undictated  to 
by  power ;  I  "will  give  it  like  an  honest  member  of  parlia-  . 
ment,  who  considers  the  approbation  of  his  own  mind  his 
best  parliamentary  reward,  and  who  acknowledges  no  dictator 
but  that  of  his  own  concience. 

Some  time  ago,  I  gave  my  support  to  the  address  to  his 
Majesty,  holding  myself  at  full  liberty  to  decide  upon  every 
point  relating  to  America  when  they  came  specially  before 
this  House.  Since  that  time  I  have  taken  all  the  informa- 
tion from  the  papers  upon  your  table,  as  well  as  from  the 
proceedings  in  America,  by  which  I  regulate  my  judgment 
upon  this  great  anji  arduous  situation  of  this  country.  And 
it  is  with  sorrow  I  say  it,  that  so  very  violent  has  been,  and 
still,  is,  the  conduct  of  the  Americans,  that  there  is  scarce  an 
opening  left  for  British  justice  and  British  humanity  to  inter- 
fere for  their  relief,  or  to  give  protedlion  to  those  loyal  and 
faithftil  subjects,  of  which  I  trust  many  are  yet  to  be  found* 
in  that  continent. ' 

No  man,  I  think,  can  read  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  the 
American  continental  congress,  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the 
fifth  of  September  last,  without  amazement,  compassion,  and 
indignation ;  amazement  at  the  aft,  compassion  for  the  de- 
lusion, and  indignation  at  the  insuh  offered  to  their  mother 
country.      ^ 

Declaratory  of  what  they  say  they  are  entitled  to  by  the 
immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of  the  English  con- 
stitution, and  the  several  charters  or  compacts,  they  come  to 
eleven  resolutions,  all  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  both  in  spirit 
and  in  substance,  are  subversive  of,  and  destructive  to,  every 
ftmdamental  principal  which  either  constitutes  or  supports 
our  most  excellent  constitution. 

-^In  the  first  resolution  they  tell  you,  they  have  never  ceded 
to  any  power  the  disposal  of  their  life,  liberty,  or  property, 
which  is  a  positive  denial  of  their  being  British  subjodts,  • 
sSid  of  the  existence  of  this  constitution,  which  we  all  know 
has  inherent  in  it  a  power  to  make  laws  to  hold  in  penalty 
the  lives,  liberty  and  property  of  its  subjefts  when  the  ge- 
neral safety  of  the  whole  requires  it :  as  in  cases  of  felony, 

where 
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where  life  and  consequently  liberty  is  forfeited ;  and  in  cases 
of  high  treason^  where  both  life^  liberty  and  property  are  £01^ 
feitedl 

They  set  forth,  that  their  ancestors  were,  at  the  time  of 
their  emigration  from  the  mother  country,  entitled  to  all' 
rights,  liberties  and  immunities  of  h*ee  and  natural  bom 
8ubje£b  within  the  realm  of  England^  and  that  they  their 
descendants  are  now  entitled  to  the  same ;  a  claim  ^iHudi 
neither  the  wisdom  nor  justice  of  this  country  will  deny 
them,  provided  they  will  yield  tlie  same  obedience  to  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  this  country,  which  was  the  pridc^ 
the  glory,  and  protection  of  their  ancestors,  at  the  time  they 
left  it. 

It  has  been  strongly  urged  by  the  advocates  for  America^ 
that  they  were  not  represented :  this  has  made  deep  impres- 
sions on  the  minds  of  many  people,  who  thought  if -they 
were  allowed  an  adequate  number  of  representatives  in  the 
British  senate  all  would  be  well,  and  every  thin^  again  sub* 
side  to«  its  original  harmony:  but  how  vain  this  hope  aU 
must  see  who  read  the  fourth  resolution  of  the  congrcaa^ 
whereby  they  expressly  tell  you  that  the  English  cokfnic^ 
from  their  local  and  other  circumstances,  cannot  be  repre* 
sented  in  the  British  parliament;  from  which  it  muse  be 
obvious  to  every  one,  that  it  is  not  -a  common  mixed 
sentation  with  Great  Britain  they  wish  to  enjoy,  but  a 
and  independent  legislature  of  their  own. 

They  likewise  claim  the  full  benefit  of  our  moat  excellent 
constitution,  though  in  the  same  breath  they  deny  and  resfaf 
its  legal  authority  in  every  part.     They  declare  the  keepiitf 
a  standing  army  in  the  colonies  in  time  of  peace,  without 
the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  colony  in  which,  it  is  so 
kept  up,  is  against  law.     In  times  of  danger   from  their 
foreign  and  domestic  enemies,  they  acquiesced  withofxt  nHHK 
muring  to  this  standing  army,  kept  up  at  our  expence  ;  but 
no  sooner  is  the  moment  of  danger  over,  and  they  (eel  theoH 
selves  in  a  state  of  security  from  the  calamities  of  war^  and 
that  this  standing  army  becomes  necessary  to  secmre  their 
obedience  and  allegiance  to  the  laws  and  constitution   of  thil 
country — but  it  is  inadmissible,  contrary  to  law,  and  a  fla» 
grant  violation  of  the  freedom  of  their  American  constinw 
tion. 

Can  we  view  with  an  indifferent  eye  the  resolutidSiB  of 
the  congress,  where  in  a  style  more  becoming  the  hans^ttT 
courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  they  inhibit  all  interconrse 
of  commerce  between  America  and  this  coimtry/    To  dl 
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nations  with  whom  wc  are  not  aftnally  at  war,  we  can 
transport  our  commodities  with  safety,  but  it  is  only  on 
the  inhospitable  contin^it  of  America  that  British  mano- 
f&fhu-es,  the  {H*oduce  of  British  industry,  cannot  find  an 
asylum. 

Much  has  been  said  with  respeft  to  the  reception  of  the 
merchants  petition.  Nobody  can  or  ought  to  have  a  higher 
respect  for  that  honourable  body  of  men  than  I  have ;  but 
I  must  say,  I  think  their  petition  was  decently  received  and 
decently  treated. .  The  advocates  for  it  pressed  for  its  being 
x^erredto  the  same  committee  with  the  papers ;  alledging,  if 
it  was  not  heard  in  that  committee,  that  you  would  decide 
upon  the  papers  without  having  the  evidence  of  the  merchants^ 
which  might  be  essential  to  your  determining  properly  upon 
that  great  question.  In  the  course  of  the  business  of  this 
House,  it  so  fell  out,  that  on  the  Thursday  fixed  for  consider- 
ing the  papers,  which  was  the  day  before  the  merchants 
committee,  the  House  could  not  proceed  upon  them,  and  the 
ccmsideration  of  them  was  adjourned  till  the  Tuesday  fol- 
lowing. This  left  the  very  next  day  open  for  the  merchants 
to  come  to  your  bar,  and  thcref  give  you  their  full  evi- 
dence, which  we  could  carry  in  our  minds  to  meet  that  of 
tji€  papers  on  the  Tuesday  following :  but  what  was  our  sur- 
prise, when  this  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  and 
called  for  the  merchants;  only  one  single  person  appear- 
ed, who  read  a  written  paper,  the  purport  of  which  was, 
that  they  had  nothing  to  offer,  as  they  could  not  be  heard  in 
the  same  committee  with  the  papers.  Much  has  been  said  too 
.^of  foreign  powers  taking  the  advantage  of  Our  disputes  with 
America.  I  am  persuaded,  fears  of  ths^  kind  are  ill-found- 
ed, as  HI  powers  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  who  have 
settlements  in  the  western  and  southern  world,  are  alarmed, 
lest,  if  our  colonies  should  succeed  in  shaking  off  their  de- 
peikdahce  on  this  country,  theirs  would  soon  follow  the  ex- 
ample. 

Strong  suspicions  have  been  thrown  out,  that  the  Ameri- 
cans have  been  heated  to  their  present  frenzy  by  incqndiaries 
ironi  home.  If  there  are  Catilines  in  this  country,  (I  am 
sure  ther^  are  none  of  them  within  these  walls,  for  we  are  all 
lumourable  men)  who  have  been  plotting  treasons  in  the 
dark  against  the  state,  let  them  be  dragged  to  light  s  let  them 
be  offered  up  a  sacrifice  to  the  just  resentments  of  the  people 
and  the  violated  rights  of  their  country ;  let. their  names  be. 
toided  down  with  tn&my  to  posterity,  and  let  agiesf  yet  to 
WGoe  eaoecmfic  their  memory. 

Therefore, 
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.  Therefore,  upon  the  whole,  if  a  universal  resistance  to  the 
civil  government  of  America,  as  by  law  established,  if  deny- 
ing a  free  and' reciprocal  interchange  of  British  and  Amerid^ 
commodities,  if  resisting  every  aft  of  the  British  legi^Iattu^, 
and  absolutely,  in  word  and  deed,  denying  the  sovereigntV  of 
tliis  country,  if  laying  a  strong  hmd  on  the  revalues  of  Aitils 
rica,  if  seizing  his  Majesty's  forts,  artillery,  and  ammunitioriy  i^ 
exciting  and  stinnilating  by  every  means  the  whole  subjcfb  ti 
America  to  take  arms  and  to  resist  the  constitutional  authority 
of  Great  Britain,  are  a£b  of  treason,  then  are  the  Americani 
in  a  state  of  the  most  flagrant  rebellion ;  a  state  that  every 
good  man  must  lament,  and  none  more  than  myself,  as  I  sin- 
cerely wish  every  moderate  and  constitutional  method  to  be 
taken  to  bring  back  these  unhappy  and  deluded  people  to  a 
sense  of  their  duty.  But  if,  after  all,  conciliating  mesuures 
shall  fail,  this  country  has  no  alternative  left,  but  to  make  usd 
of  that  power  they  enjoy,  under  heaven,  for  the  protection  rf 
the  whole  empire ;  and  to  shew  the  Americans,  tliat  as  dor 
ancestors  deluged  this  country  with  their  blood  to  gain  this 
constitution  for  us,  we,  like  men,  in  defiance  of  &£lion  at 
home,  or  rebellion  abroad,  are  determined,  in  glorions  emu- 
lation of  their  example,  to  transmit  it  perfedt  and  unini{»urt4 
to  posterity,  or  perish  in  the  attempt. 

These,  Sir,  are  my  sentiments  on  this  great  question,  flour- 
ing from  the  purest  dictates  of  an  uninfluenced  and  unbiassed 
conscience,  supported  by  a  heart  ready  to  bleed  for  the  rig|j£(. 
and  liberties  or  the  people,  indifferent  to  me  where  }  meet  thil 
invaders  of  them,  whether  on  the  cultivated  plaihs  of 'Britsun^ 
or  the  more  wild  uncultivated  deserts  of  Ainerica  v  so  shkff 
give  my  heftrty  aflirmative  to  this  motion.  "" 

~  The  Right  Hon.  Tl  Tpw'nshend  insisted  the  imputation  irf 
causing^a'ciyil  War  w^  misplaced ;  called  upon  the  fast  speaker 
to  point  out  those  Catilines  who  had  fomented  ciyil  4i^senr 
sions  ^  said  every'  one  else  thought  the  imputation  ^iftd  describe 
tion  belonged ,  to  another  set  of  men.  Said,  Tou  arc  jn  tbe 
lakmdJiient,  wherein  there  caa  be.  any  possibility  of  ^  jnnse 
that  wiay  suggest  any  measure  of  reconciliation.    The  aadi:e9|| 

^'Mr.  J^^/v^'sajdi  his^idea^  differed  so  widely  from  the  jEiobfe, 
l<jrd  [Xord^^brth]  lie\cpuld  not  give  his  assent  "to  incasiiin 
hi^sbuL  s}iu4dei-ed  ^t  j  disapproved  of  the  plan,  and  "WfH*^ 
considering  it  in  every  light,  lest  resistance  should  be  msdk 
justsifiable.    ...  -'L". 

^  Mr.  Sfanley  approved  of  the  proposed  address ;  rems^imlkim 
the  papers  5  said  he  wanted  nothing  but  the  AmericamsUv' 
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submit ;  would  then  hang  out  the  olive  branch,  piopote  an 
amnesty,  an  aA  of  gi^ce  and  oblivion,  a  compa^^j  but 
thought  some  examples  ought  to  ht  made^ 

Lord  Irnhant  began  with  asking,  What  are  the  real  springs 
and  motives  for  administration's  carrying  on  of  tbi>  alarming 
and  ruinous  American  war?  The  House  of  Commons,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  said  his  lordship,  cannot  perceive,  by 
any  thing  that  has  been  communicated  to  us  from  papers  read 
at  your  table,  which  contain  very  little  more  than  what  we 
have  seen  in  the  public  prints  \  nor  do  I  think  it  likely  we 
should  grow  wiser  by  any  information  more  candid  and 
satisfaftory  than  that  they  have  already  bestowed  upon  us. 
However,  I  shall  suppose  in  their  favour,  that  they  have  other 
reasons  and  motives  for  their  conduA  than  have  hitherto  ap- 
peared to  that  part  of  this  House  which  consists  of  indepen- 
dent members  of  parliament. 

When  I  say  they^  I  mean  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  ad- 
ministration, and  a  few  others  his  chief  associates ;  for,  as  to 
the  mass  of  those  who  support  his  measures,  I  believe  they  do 
not  insist  upon  more  weighty  arguments  than  that  constant 
one  he  furnishes  them  with.  Since,  therefore,  parliament 
cannot,  merely  from  the  materials  on  your  table,  approve  or 
sanAify  this  violent  attack  upon  America;  and  since  the 
safety  or  consequence  of  it  cannot  be  tried  on  any  commer- 
cial considerations,  which  this  House  has  for  the  present 
debarred  us  from,  kindly  indeed  in  one  resped,  as  the  view  of 
it.  would  have  exhibited  a  most  doomy  and  uncomfortable 
prospeA;  we  are  therefore,  in  (n)edience  to  their  will,  to* 
combat  them  on  the  ground  they  have  chosen }  and  we  must 
consider  this  American  war,  in  regard  to  its  being  a  consti* 
tutional,  and  likewise  a  political  question,  under  the  latter 
head,  including  foreign  and  domestic  policy.  On  the  ground 
then  that  they  have  chosen,  I  will  meet  themi  and  feirly  put 
our  cause  to  the  issue. 

First,  to  consider  it  in  a  constitutional  light,  it  militattf 
against  the  great  principle  which  has  constant^  been  adopted 
by  the  friends  of  liberty,  which  is  the  life  and  soul  of  true 
whiggism — that  the  interest  of  the  community  at  large^  and 
their  sense  of  that  interest,  ought  to  govern  and  be  Uie  mlet 
for  the  executive  power  to  2&  by ^  in  prefereiKt  to  die  will  ot 
opinion  of  any  man,  or  order  ot  men,  hoWisVer^dignified^  aa 
servants  of  that  community* 

To  evince  this  clearly,  let  us  look  bacjs  to  the  first  ttmgg^ 
for  Hberty,  m  the  reign  of  Charles  the  manjtw  Wlmt  was 
then  the  great  point  to  be  decided?    Was  k  «|oiirhether  the 

Vol.  L  M  few, 
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lev,  duRigh  ponened  of  all  tKe  powers  in  the  statCt  ciyH^  nik 
iilOjy,  and  cccloiasttcalt  might  employ  those  power*  agnott 
the  will  of  the  many  (the  boor  of  the  people),  or  »*"nlH  ctn> 
form  themsclTts  to  the  latter  i 

On  the  one  ude  were,  not  only  the  monarch  then  on  dK 
throne,  but  a  Hieh-^pirited  and  splendid  pccra^,  my  lords  tltt 
bishops,  and  indeed  the  whole  hierarchy,  called  the  church* 
by  far  tiie  majority  of  my  lords  the  judges,  and  the  other  a^ 
periors  of  the  long  robe,  with  their  numerous  depcndmUt 
These  all  were  for  su[^>orting  the  prerogative  1^  the  crowa^ 
as  enlarged  by  the  Tudors  and  Stuarts.  They  were  for  the 
dispensing  power,  star-chamber  prosecutions,  ship-money,  sad 
otl\cr  arbitrary  cUims,  as  the  tme  plan  on  which  this  nadoa 
should  be  governed. 

On  the  contrary  side  were  the  people  of  Englxnd  at  larg^ 
and,  as  part  of  themselves,  their  £iithful  and  independent  re- 
presentatives in  this  House;  the  great  commercial  citia  of 
London  and  Bristol ;  the  important  inland  towxiS)  Coventry^ 
Kimiingham,  Manchestar,  &c.  &c. ;  the  manufaAurers,  .m6^ 
ticcrs,  and  husbandmen  throughout  the  kingdom.  .Eoifc 
sides  appealed  to  the  sword,  and  after  the  trial  of  11U174 
nell-fou^t  fidd,  it  was  determined  in  favour. of  the  pcopk 
at  large}  and  on  that  decision  all  your  liberty,  propetty, 
and  happiness  has  been  founded — on  that  principle,  of  dM 
sovereignty  virtually,  ultimately,  and  really  residing  in  thr 
people. 

All  whiggtsm,  every  rational  idea  c^  the  constitutioB  of 
thi«,  and  any  other  pmleAly  free  country,  muct  t«c-aadte 
bottomed  on  this  definition.  It  was  dte  constitutiaa- ^ 
Rome,  when  in  its  perfeAion.  The  Romans  had .  capaf^ 
representing  the  kingly  power  -,  they  had  also  a  seuifte  |  Itf 
the  sovereignty  virtully  and  idtimately  resided  ia.  ibtc  pwfde 
kt  Jarge.  ■       _ 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  try  the  question  of  this  day,  as  it  iadu^ 
lii  its  consequences  the  liberty  and  property  of  your  wb^ 
wide  and  extended  empire,  still  more  extensive  thaa  thsa 
Rome.  Let  us  try  it,  &ir,  by  that  touchstone,  that  crrrcBjiS 
tike  interest,  and  the  opinion  of  that  interest,  conseq^uently  S 
%rill  and  desire,  of-  M.  who  claim  the  rights  of  £nglishn^t 
First,  Sir,  your  vast  s^id  beneficial  territories  in  AmeriMk 
ytiur  kii^dbm  of  Ireland ;  your  impensioncd  and  unnarM 
neighbours  of  Scotland ;  and  at  home,  your  citizens  of  ha% 
&ai,  Bristol,  and  Norwich ;  yotir  trading  towns  of  Msuic^^ 
ter,  Birmingham,  Cbvedtry ;  and.  In  short,  eva-y  great-coi^ 
fn^rcial  and  inamifwAnring' city  and  town  in  &iglaiHi;~dM 
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whigs  dispersed  thrx)ughGit[t  every  county ;  thesfe  are  all  averse 
to  this  drieadfiil  and  dangerous  civil  war,  and  are  attached  and 
ri vetted  to  the  cause  I  now  espouse^  and  to  which  administra- 
tion are  enemies.* 

Pray,  Sir,  what  can  you  arrange  on  the  opposite  side  ?  And 
who  are  for  supporting  those  hostile  measures  ?  for,  excepting 
the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  administration,  and  some  few 
others,  so  very  few  that  they  will  easily  occur  to  every  one 
that  hears  me,  the  rest  of  the  abettors  of  this  extraordinary 
attempt  are  as  contemptible  a  colleftion  of  servile  courtiers, 
renegado  whigs,  and  fawning,  bigotted  tories,  as  ever  strove 
to  support  the  measfures  of  any  administration.  It  reminds 
me  of  Virgil's  arrangement  of  the  opposite  forces  at  the  battle 
of  Aftium.  On  the  one  side,  were  troops  of  Baftrians,  Ara- 
bians, Egyptians,  and  every  servile  nation  then  hi  the  world ; 
and  at  the  head  of  them  their  contemptible  divinities.  Omni" 
genumque  DeHim  momtra  fe*  hitrafor  Anubis — [tliat  Egyptian 
dog  who  was  the  emblem  of  servitude] — Contra  Neplunum  fa* 
Venerem  contraque  Mtnervam ;  for,  Sir,  Neptune^  that  is,  the 
whole  seafaring  as  well  as  commercial  interest,  is  against  this 
measure.  As  to  Venusy  cvctj  grace  of  body  and  mind  is  an- 
nexed to  liberty.  And  as  for  Minerva^  wisdom  and  true  po- 
licy are  on  the  side  of  the  Americans  \  and  the  arts,  of  which 
she  is  the  patroness,  must  immediately  withdraw,  when  you 
have  removed  her  olive  br^ch. 

Contra  Neptunum  isf  Venerem  contraque  Mtnervam 

And  now.  Sir,  to  view  it  next  in  a  political  light ; — ^first,  in 
regard  to  foreign  powers,  and  then  in  regard  to  ourselves  at 
home. 

Is  it  possible  to  conceive  that  any  thing  on  earth  could  give 
that  heart-felt  pleasure  to  France  and  Spain  that  this  unfor- 
tunate system  of  oppressing  America  has  done!  You  had  be- 
come the  masters  of  all  warlike  America,  which  they  term 
hold  America;  and  with  that  assistance  you  bid  fair  to  crush 
their  power  in  every  part  of  the  globe,  whenever  they  dared 
t6  provoke  you;  and  now  you  have  weakly,  impoliticly,  and 
dangerously,  co^nrived  to  irritate,  injure,  and  inflame  all  Ame»-* 
rica  against  you;  and  if  we  are  not  blind  to  our  own  interest 
we  might  easily  perceive  this  by  the  conduft  of  the  French  and 
Sp^iards,  on  your  applying  to  their  respcflivc  courts  for  or* 
den  to  stop  their  mci-chants  from  supplying  America  with 
goods  or  warlike  stores.  They  immediately  (apparently  against 
every  motive  of  then-  interest  and  policy)  comply  with  you*. 
demands;  and  for  what  ends,  but  plainly  to  urgcyou'on,  and 
idcite  you  to  your  own  destniftion?  For  depimd  on  it,  thit 

M  2  notwithstanding 
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notwithstanding  all  this  courtesy  and  pJkesse^  the  Americiiii 
will  receive  &om  them  every  oance  of  powder  and  ball  tha± 
they  can  pay  for,  as  well  as  aU  other  goods  in  abundance.  Thb 
is  therefore  a  measure  of  confiding  in  our  new  friends  and  old 
enemies  the  French  and  Spaniard^  instead  of  our  old  friends 
and  brethren  the  Americans.  This  kind  of  policy  is  inaecure- 
in  private  concerns,  but  must  be  ruinous,  fatal  and  destruc- 
tive, in  this  great,  this  important,  and  this  decisive  one.  And 
now,  Sir,  to  sift  and  examine  it  in  what  is  infinhcly  of  more 
importance,  by  a  political  process ;  by  which  it  may  be  tried 
in  those  respeAs  wherein  it  would  operate  as  to  our  own  inter* 
nal  happiness  and  security: — That  the  making  our  prince  al^ 
sohite  and  despotic  over  all  his  vast  American  domintonsy  can- 
not, in  the  sober  apprehension  or  constitutional  creed  of  any 
man  tliat  hears  me,  add  a  tittle  to  the  happiness  our  sovereign 
enjoys,  as  a  monarch  limited  \y9  the  laws  he  found  established 
both  there  and  here :  and  I  am  ndly  persuaded,  by  the  frequent 
gracious  declarations  that  have  fallen  firom  his  mouth,  he,  fiat- 
lowing  his  natural  and  noble  disposition,  unperverted  and  ub- 
seduced,  either  by  his  avowed  or  by  his  inward  cabinet,  wooU 
of  all  men  living  less  wish  to  possess  such  despotic  power. 
But  that  the  attempt  may  prove  ruinous  to  our  liberty,  propet^ 
tv,  and  every  thing  dear  to  our  civil  riehts,  I  appodto  the 
h-story  of  every  state  that  has  heretofore  figured  on  the  Mage 
of  the  world. 

The  adopting  of  the  measures  of  supporting  large  standi] 
ai-mies  to  enforce  the  sovereignty  over  their  provinces,  (an 
luring  motive)  has  subjugated  them  all  in  their  turns,  and  < 
tinguished  their  constitutional  provisions  and  bartiers  agiunit 
Tyranny.  ^ ' 

To  pass  over  the  lesser  states,  not  only  Marius,  ahd'^l^' 
and  C»;sar,  but  Augustus  and  Tiberius,  those  able  ty^-»^iiit, 
who  systematically  ruined  the  Roman  liberty,  achiiervedit  bf 
troops  raised  to  maintain  the  Roman  sovereighty  ovgg^  -  ■  fJiffe 
provinces.  I'hey  did  indeed  subdue  those  provinces;'  btt 
they  also  oppressed  the  liberty  of  the  Roman  republic:  ioid 
their  project  reached  still  farther  than  they  expe6ted;  fork 
stoppd  not  till  the  military  power,  Established  bjr  .thiein  fior 
tlis^t  end,  -overturned  the  imperial  power  itsel£  tn' lesBi  than 
fifty  years  from  the  death  of  Augustus^' those  armies  raised  to 
keep  the  provinces  in  awci  had  no  less  than  thi^oe  emperbts 
on  foot  at  the  same  time;  and  thenceforward  the  nufitaiy 
power  disposed  of  the  empire,  and  gave  to  ^diom  it  pleased 
the  throne  of  the  Caesars.  Whoever  will  calmly  #>rawiit^  those 
precec'entsj^tis  impossible  but  they  must  be  convinced  that  thb 
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like  causes  must  have  similar  efiedls.  Oppressed  by  an  over- 
grown army,  the  Hberty  of  America  ana  Ireland  (for  that 
stands  next  in  the  ininisterial  plan)  and  afterwards  that  of 
Great  Britain,  will  follow  of  course; — ^the  monster  of  despo- 
tism will  only  grant  even  to  the  latter  the  favour  intended  for 
Ulysses,  that  ox  being  last  devoured. 

I  have  now,  Sir,,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  agitated  this 
great  question  on  the  ground  proposed  by  administration,  in 
a  constitutional  as  well  as  in  a  political  light ;  and  will  venture 
to  assert,  that  it  appears  in  both  those  views  formidable  and 
destructive;  and  that  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  re- 
tract the  unconstitutional  and  impolitic  steps  which  adminis- 
tration have  hitherto  taken,  founded  evidently  upon  tory  and 
arbitrary  principles. 

Let  us,  therefore,  at  length,  return  back  to  those  glorious 
maxims  of  universal  liberty  established  by  our  great  deliverer 
King  William  the  Third — ^that  friend  to  mankind;  towlioiu 
we  owe  that  this  nation,  by  adhering  heretofore  to  those 
maxims,  had  become  the  most  powerful  and  illustrious  on 
earth;  and  by  whose  wisdom  the  sceptre  of  this  empire  has 
been  placed  m  the  hands  of  the  family  who  now  wield  it ; 
which  may  they  ever  do  with  honour  and  perfeft  safety,  whilst 
they  remain  enthroned  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  loyal,  free-born, 
independent,  and  whiggishsul^eAs  throughout  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  and  America! 

Mr.  jldam  spoke  against  the  motion ;  recurred  to  first  prin- 
ciples; said  he  was  a  whig;  declared  his  readiness  to  support 
the  constitution  of  Great-Britain,  in  which  America  was  in- 
cluded; spoke  of  the  doiffarine  of  resistance;  declared  the 
Americans  never  had  a  legal  power  of  resistance  in*  their  con- 
stitution. This  last  sentence  brought  up  Mr.  Jolyffe  to  ex- 
plain. 

Mr«  Scott  represented  the  dangers  of  a  civil  war,  but  press- 
ed the  expediency  and  necessity  of  violent  measures  on  the 
present  occasion. 

Colonel  Catnpbell  spoke  for  the  address,  but  not  warmly. 

Governor  Johnstone.  Before  you  pronounce  this  dr^ulful 
sentence  upon  a  meritorious,  sober,  and  industrious  people, 
I  hope  the  House  will  indulge  me  with  a  few  words  in  dis- 
charge of  the  duty  I  owe  myself,  and  likewise  with  a  view  of 
transmitting  my  character  fair  to  posterity,  when  those  black 
scenes  shall  be  examined  without  prejudice. 

The  real  question  before  us  is,  upon  the  proper  measvires 
to  be  pursued  repes^ng  our  fellow-subjects  in  America.  In 
order  to  judge  of  this^  we  must  consider  the  real  cause  of  dis- 
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putc  I  say,  the  substantial  difference  turns  upon  the  right  of 
taxation.  Most  of  the  advocates  on  the  other  side  have  en* 
deavoured  to  slur  this  pointy  and  alledge,  that  the  claims  of 
the  Americans  extend  far  beyond  this  article,  and  that  the  z& 
of  navigation  itself  is  in  danger. — But  it  is  impossible  for  a  ju- 
dicious mind  to  read  the  material  psq>ers,  and  not  to  see  that 
this  is  illusory.  The  congress  has  expressly  told  us,  they  are 
i^illing  to  acquiesce  in  th^  laws  which  secure  to  us  -the  mo- 
nopoly of  their  trade,  as  necessary  in  the  mutual  connection; 
-—and  the  instructions  from  Philadelphia,  on  which  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  congress  are  chiefly  formed,  avow  these  docr 
trines  in  more  full  and  explicit  terms.  This  method  of  con- 
demning men  by  inference  and  conjecture,  contrary  to  their 
repeated  declarations,  I  cannot  apprcJVe;  I  shall  therefore  bend 
the  whole  force  of  my  argument  to  the  original  cause  of  quar- 
rel— ^taxation. 

The  great  and  only  secret  yet  found  out,  for  preserving  tfa^ 
liberties  of  mankind  from  the  incroachments  of  that  powqr 
which  is  necessary  for  the  executive  in  large  kingdoms,  is  the 
power  of  the  purse.  This  was  the  subject  of  contention  in 
the  civil  wars  of  Charles  the  First.  It  is  this  privilege  alone 
which  makes  th:  House  of  Commons  respeCbble:  this  is  the 
point  which  Hampden  obtained  for  us!  and  I  leave  everj 
one  acquainted  with  the  history  of  those  memorable  timesi  tQ 
determine  in  his  own  mind,  "  Whether  we  should  ever  have 
enjoyed  this  blessing,  if  he  had  tamely  paid  the  tax,  and  had 
|iot  resisted?" — From  this  power  we  derive  the  certainty  of 
assembling  the  representatives  of  the  people;  by  this  redress  of 
gxievancesmay  precede  supplies  i  and  th^  security  that  thee^-f 
^cise  will  not  be  abused  is  derived  from  hence,  that  the  House 
cannot  impose  on  others  what  they  arc  -not  to  fed  them^ 
sdves.  By  the  principles  of  the  constitution,  every  man  should 
be  represented;  but  the  deviation  firom  a  rule,  too  nice  fiar 
practice,  is  safely  borne,  because  the  interest  of  every  parti- 
cular member  remains  as  a  pledge,  that  no  individual  can^be 
over-burthened:  when  this  security  is  removed,  thprc  iis  no 
longer  any  safety  £ot  those,  to  whom  the  fact  does  not  apply* 
What  is  thecase  respe£ting  the  Americans?  Does  any  mcni* 
ber  feel  himself  affected  by  the  impositions  he  (hall  lay  OQ 
diem?  Nay^  does  not  the  contrary  ,principle  prevail?  The 
more  he  shall  burthen  America,  the  more  he  will  relieve  bwn 
self.  Judge  Hobbert  says,  '^  If  an  act  of  parlia^ient  was  madQ 
constituting  a  man  a  judge  iu  his  own  cause,  it  would  be  void 
by  the  law  of  nature."  Xet  such  is  the  precise  situaticm  in 
\thich  we  ^W^W^  we  o^ght  to  be  placed^  respecting  the  Ame- 
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ricans,  and  for  the  denial  of  "which  we  ^are.iKadj  tlo  cfudema 
our  fdlov-subjedbs  to  all  the  tortuces  eziafbed  by  the  laws/ of 
treason. 

Let  us  look  round,  ancLviev  the  iate^of  dxBerent  statei 
that  have  yielded  or  preserved  the  privileges  for  which  thQ 
Americans  contend.  S&  soon  as  the  Cortes  Iflst.  this  pQwer^ 
their  slavery  was  compleat.:  Portugal  has  now  no  vestige  of 
this  Palladium — ^Here  is  tyranny  supreme  I  In  JErancei  where 
the  traces  are  left,  (as  in  the  pays  d'etat)  their  happiness  is 
distinguishable  from  the  misery  of  other  parts;  In  Britain 
we  are  yet  free,  because  we  retain  it.  In  Holland,  Switzes* 
land,  and  the  other  states  of  Europe,  they  are  more  or  less  so 
as  they  preserve  it.  r 

^  What  are  the  circumstances  that  distinguish  and  proteA  the 
British  colonies  from  thoseof  other  nations i  The  represen- 
tatives of  the  people  met- in  general  assembly,  and  the  trial 
by  jury — If  the  system  of.  taxation,  by  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  takes  placej^what  being  can  be  so  credulous 
as  to  expcA  the  assemblies  of  the  people  will  ever  meet ;  and 
it  is  confessed,  that  admiralty  courts,  disclaiming  tria^  by 
jory,  are  necessary  to  enforce  this  species  of  taxation.  Here 
then  are  all  the  essential  privileges  of  an  Englishman  depen- 
dent on  this  question,  and  the  real  interest  of  the  state  is  no 
way  concerned  in  the  contrary  scale,'  since  the  prosperity  of 
the  colonies  must  ever  prove  the  riches  and. glory  of  England* 
Nothing  biit  the  absurd  pride,  or  narrow  ignorance  of.  the 
present  administration,  can  be  thrown  into  it*  When  once* 
this  system  takes  place,  we  shall  then  feel  the  tyranny  and  qpb» 
pcession  of  governors,  with  all  their  train  of  dependents,  as  in 
t)ie  provinces  of  Rome,  which  are  now  quoted  as  an.  ezample» 

Thus  much,  supposing  the  Americans  right  in  the  disunite 
(as.  I  believe  they  are) ;  but  supposing  them  wrong,  I  shall 
now  state  their  excuse,  and  see  what  heart  can  condemn- them, 
^nd  retain  any  claims  to  humanity. 

The  question  concerning  the  right  to  tax  the  colonies, 
though  clear  to  those  who  are  accustomed  to  think  deeply  on 
die  principles  of  free  governments,  is  difficult  to  common: 
s^pprehensions.  Montesquieu  has  observed,  ^  that  in  des- 
potism every  thing  ought  to  depend  on  two  or  three  idfeap*'^ 
it  for  instance,  is  there  any  thing  so  fit  to  scdve  this  dispute* 
as  the  unity  of  the  British  empire**-the  supremacy  of  die  le* 
gislative  authority  of  Great  Britaxn--*-the  omnipotence  of  par« 
liament  i  Is  there  any  man  so  ignorant,  after  having  heard 
those  sounding  words,  as  not  clearly  to  comprehend  thye  wholp 
of  ^e  controversy  ?  Plodding,  thinking  crddtorts,  who  at« 
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accnttomed  to  consider  the'comidicated  pri^eget  in  a  free 
govenunent}  from  whence  the  hamumyof  the  whole  springs 
snaj  be  pizzkd  %  but  ;nen  who  hs^ve  never  disturbed  their  re- 
pose with  such  dry  considerations^  can^have  no  doubt  on  the 
matter ;  be  that  "as  it  sv^^  certain  it  is^that  the  discussion  of 
this  most  important  quc^on^was  ddiatedJin  this  assembly  by 
die  greatest  aoilities^  after  the  fullest .in&rmation  that  ever  ai> 
companied  any  political  question. .  The  decision  was  in  favour 
of  the  Americans ;  the  stamp  aA  was  repealed. — I  admit  that 
**  phnci^les  of  enedienc/^  are  alledged  as-  the  reason,  in  the 
preamble  of  the  bill^  but  the  men  who  boldly  denied,  during 
this  discnssiony  the  power  of  taxing  the  colonies,  as  constito* 
tionally  existing  in  the  commons  of  Great  Britain,  namely 
LiOrd  Chatham  and  Lord  Camden,  (men  of  as  extraordinary 
talents  as  ever  adorned  society)  the  one  was  made  prime  mi- 
nister, the  other  was  created  a  peer,  and  lord  high  chancellor 
of  Great  Britain,  the  keqxr  of  the.King's  conscience  U— What 
American  could  have  retained  any  doubt  of  his  cause  in  the 
mind  of  his  Majesty,  or  the  nation,  after  such  a  decision  i  The 
compromising  iOi  soon  followed  (for  the  sake  of  gratifyii^  a 
party)  violating  all  the  principles -of  commerce  and  policy  in 
the  lump-giving  drawbacks  here,  ezadting  duties  there,  cod»- 
mitting  the  power  and  authority  of  the  nation  on  subjeAl 
which  never  could  produce  any  effe£bial  revenue,  and  this  ia 
a  manner  that  all  men  of  sense  must  ever  condemn. 

When  the  Americans  saw,  by  this  ai£b  of  parliament,  that 
the  great  question  was  likely  again  to  return  upon  them,  ia  the 
progress  si  time,  through  the  greediness,  i^iorance,-Or  capridft 
of -statesmen,  they  met  the  positica  in  its  sly,  circuitous,  ques^ 
tionable  shape;  they  recurred  to  their. Did  principles }  the^^ 
vei(oltBd  against  the.  preamble;  they  transmitted  petitions  i 
and  all  fiskilmg,  they  cntered.into  non-importatibn  agreemebtS^ 
this  produced  Lord  Hillsborough's '  circular  letter,  which'  I 
will  repeat  again  and  again,  tiU  a  contr^oy  canduA  is  pursued  { 
fiir  no  satisfaAory  answer  can  be  given  about  it,  while  the  prt» 
sent  do£farines  are  avowed.  The  Americans,  thus  ibrtifiod  ia 
their  opinions-conceming.the  point  of  taxation,  areunanimoiil 
against  our  power, firomNova  Scotia  to  Georgia.  If'tbti|:t-b6 
any.  doubt  on  this  fadk,  why  not  call  Gk>vemor  Eden  i  -Wevt 
told  he  lately  arrived ;  it  would  have  been  bccomifrg^oha^ 
produced  him :  but  I  call  on  his  relations,  friends,,  or  any  ftiaaf^ 
to  contradift  me  in  this  assertion,  "  that  the  Americans  are 
vnanimoDs  against  this  power  of  taxation,  as.  lodged  in  At 
British  parliament."  They  are  resolved  to  resist  v  and  since 
yoo  have  ^accd.them  in  a  situation  where  they  must  either  be 

rebels 
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rebels  or  sUves,  the  hkncjm^hcyntJxiJ^^ 

tjbyem  to  this  dilemmau...  v. ..:..     ::    :..:  .w  r.     .    ..         ,  '-c;; 

In  discussing  the.  questioa.of  jeaistance^:  thcgcptlmm  oi 
the  other  side  have  .great  a^hrantagcs.,:  We  staiid  o]x.diffici]k 
ground,  since,  from  its  natuce»  it:x^^r«er.can.i)Cjde£ncd,tir  ads 
mitted  as  lawAiL  The  first  officecoClhe  ccowodbas  birlf  ex^ 
pressed  my  ideas  on  the  subject.  -  The  principle,  abould  vcmBC 
be  extinguished  in  any  government,  much  k^  in.afreecounft' 
trv  9  the  occasion  must  ever  be  rdGmred  to  the  general  feelings 
of  mankind.  Now,  if  depriving  a  trading  town  of  it^.com- 
merce — if  cutting  off  whole  societies  fipom  the  benefit  of  the 
clement  which  God  has  pven  them — ^if  proceeding  to.  deprive 
them  of  the  fishery,  their  subsistence — if  altering  their  charter^ 
and  annihilating  all  their  rights,  without  hearing  them  in  their 
defence — ^if  establishing  in  its  stead  a  new  fbnn  of  govern-^ 
moit,  which  leaves  all  things  in  confusion— if  erecting  a  sys-» 
tem  of  tyranny  in  their  neighbourhood,  and  establishing  (not 
tolerating)  all  the  absurdities  of  the  Roman  catholic  religion 
-T-trial  by  jury  dismissed — ideas  corpus  denied-^— the  repr^ 
sentatives  of  the  people  determined  useless — ^inferior  duties 
levied  bv  aA  of  parliaioient — in  short,  precedents  for  tlie  vio* 
lation  of  every  thing  we  hold  most  sacred  in  this  country :  I 
9ay,  if  a^  like  these  can  vindicate  resistance,  the  Americans 
can  quote  them,  and  God  and  the  world  must  judge  between 
us.  For  my  own  part,  I  consider,  with  Lord  Somers,  ^^  that 
treason  against  the  constitution  is  the  first  species  of  that 
crim^"  A£b  of  parliament  are  sacred  things,  and  yet  they 
Qiay  be  so- made,  grinding  the  face  of  mankmd,  that  human 
nature  will  revolt  at  their  severity.  Dudley  and  Empson  were 
hanged  for  aAing*-according  to  aA of  parliament.      ^    ./  . 

I  have  now  stated  the  arguments  which  should  indice  jaa 
to  pause  at  least  before  you  take  this  irretrievable  step..  Lshall 
cxainine  next  the  consequences. 

Suppose  we  should  succeed  in  subduing  the  Americans,  is 
It  not  clear  from  henceforward  that  we  nnist  govern  themhy 
miUtary  force  ?  Must  not  our  army  be  increased  in  proport> 
tiiHi?  While  his  Majesty  retains  the  power  of  johoving  diii 
troops  firom  one  part  of  his  dominions  to  another,. can' there 
bp  any  safety  for  the  liberties  of  this  country  i  If  the  jhorti^ 
ilcation  begins  at  the  extremities,  will  it  nossoon^mmunicate 
to.  the  centra  ?.  Every  man  acquainted  wish  .the  history:  tf 
nations  nmst  foresee  the  consequences. :  If  we  &SL  in.-the  ^ 
lempt,  yrhich  is  the  happiest  event  .that  can  occur,  what  diffi- 
odties.may  not  disgust,  irritations,  and  all  the  horroiB  of  ciaril 
Virar,  engender?    While  the  justice. and  moderaMpD' of  th^ 
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sent  of  thdrstatesy  that  brought  matters  to  the  last  extremity: 
the  Duke  of  Alva,  it  is  true,  was  viAorious  every  where  at 
first,  but  his  cruelties  were  but  sowing  the  serpent's  teeth. 
The  Gues,  the  beggars  of  the  Briel,  esteemed  at  that  time  in- 
finitely more  despicable  than  the  New  Englandmen  are  repre- 
sented, gave  the  first  shock  to  the  power  of  Spain.  In  com- 
paring the  probal^lity  of  events,  can  any  man  say  Great  Bri- 
tain has  such  a  prospe6b  of  viAory  in  the  contest,  as  Spsan 
might  then  have  expedled  ?  yet  we  know  the  event,  and  how 
that  mighty  emjMre  was  rent  in  pieces.  The  present  resolu- 
'tionhumes  us  into  that  situation,  from  which  there  is  no  re- 
treating. It  obliges  the  Americans  immediately  to  acb.  By 
declaring  them  in  rebellion,  they  must  have  recourse  to  arms  ; 
all  negociation  is  cut  off.  I  think  the  word  rebellion  both 
impolitic  and  unjustifiable^  I  beg  to  know  what  pap>er  on 
jour  table  can  vindicate  that  term  i  The  first  law  officer  of 
the  crown  said,  "  A  number  of  men  committing  treason  was 
rebellion.'*  I  differ  from  him  in  the  definition :  according 
to  my  conception  of  the  phrase,  they  must  be  in  military  ar- 
ray, to  effeft  some  military  purpose.  One  hundred  men  coin- 
ing money  are  not  in  rebellion,  though  committing  treason. 
Insurrections  to  pull  down  inclosures  is  not  rebellion,  though 
deemed  a  construdUve  levying  war.  In  the  case  of  Purchase 
and  Demerce,  for  pulling  down  the  meeting-houses,  they 
were  conviAed  of  treason,  but  no  one  ever  thought  of  saying 
the  confederates  or  associates  were  in  rebellion.  I  think  we 
should  be  very  cautious  how  we  criminate  bodies  of  men  on 
such  intelligence.  I  dare  say  the  noble  lord  has  been  deceived 
himself:  but  this  I  affirm,  he  has  hitherto  constantly  deceived 
this  House.  It  appears  to  me  that  no  intelligence  from  Ge- 
neral Gage  can  be  depended  on.  I  beg  the  House. will  attend 
particularly  to  what  I  nOw  say,  before  they  engage  their  lives 
and  fortunes.  It  appears  General  Gage  has  regularly  de- 
ceived administration.  No  event  has  turned  out  as  he  fore^ 
told,  or  gave  reason  to  hope;  the  next  letter  constantly 
contradidls  the  expe^tions  raised  by  the  former.  He 
seems  never  to  have  known  what  they  were  about — no  doubt 
grossly  imposed  on  himself — ^but  the  fa£b  are  imdeniable. 
When  he  first  arrived,  he  writes  the  malecontents  were  abash- 
ed, and  the  friends  of  government  would  soon  appear.  Next, 
his  expectations  from  the  assembly  were  disappointed,  and  he 
dissolves  them  in  surprise :  then,  there  would  be  no  congress  ; 
next,  though  there  would  be  a  congress,  they  would  difief  and 
disagree :  in  short,  led  on,  and  leading  others  by  vain  expe«Sla^ 
tions,  till  the  last  letter,  which  announces  a  total  disaffection^ 
and  which  I  believe  to  be  the  true  state  of  the  provinces. 
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SingKng  out  the  provmce  of  Massachusetts  Bay  caii  answer 
no  purpose,  but  to  expose  our  pnrtialhy.  It  is  the  cause  of  all» 
and  the  other  colonies  can  never  be  so  mean  as  first  to  en* 
courage  and  then  desert  them  before  the  general  right  is 
settled. 

The  noble  lord  next  talks  of  stopping  their  fisheries ;  but  he 
says,  **  the  a£):  is  only  to  be  temporary."  Does  the  noble  lord 
think  he  can  turn  the  channels  of  trade  as  easily  as  he  caii  turn 
the  majorities  of  this  House  ?  To  explain  the  idea,  supposing 
the  New  England  fisheries  stopt,  their  utensils  must  waste  and 
destroy.  But  will  the  English  merchant  madly  increase  his 
stock,  and  fit  out  new  ships,  if  the  aA  is  merely  temporary  ? 
If  it  is  perpetual,  the  people  in  America  are  ruined,  llie  coil* 
sequence  is,  that  the  French  must  in  the  end  reap  the  benefit 
of  all  this  strange  policy. 

We  are  constantly  stating  the  great  obligation  we  havecont- 
ferred  on  the  colonies  by  our  former  behaviour  towards  them: 
if  it  was  ever  good,  we  can  claim  no  merit  from  hence  in  pri- 
vate or  public  concerns  to  do  injury  in  future.  They  do  not 
complain  of  your  former  behaviour,  but  they  say,  you  have 
altered  this  very  system  fi-om  whence  you  would  now  derive 
their  submission. 

There  arc  two  arguments  of  the  noble  lord  which  I  must 
remark  upon  before  I  sit  down :  the  first  is,  ^  the  compa- 
rative view  of  taxation  between  this  country  and  the  colonies^ 
according  to  the  number  of  inhabitants.^  His  lordship  says, 
"  we  pay  about  twenty-five  shillings  a  head,  and  they  pay 
about  six-pence."  VHio  is  there  so  unacquainted  with  po- 
litical arithmetic  as  not  to  know  that  the  small  sum  people 
pay  in  taxation  is  often  a  proof  of  their  'poverty,  and  the 
large  sum  a  proof  of  their  prosperity,  by  demonstrating  the 
riches  from  the  greatness  of  the  consumption  ?  Let  this  kind 
of  reasoning  be  applied  to  Ireland  and  Scotland,  where  we 
know  the  multitude  to  be  poor  in  comparison  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  London,  whom  we  know  to  be  rich ;  besides,  if  the 
colonist  does  not  pay  in  palpable  casK  from  his  own  hand, 
does  not  he  pay  all  the  taxe^  oh  the  four  millions  of  manu* 
failures  he  receives,  and  part  cf  those  taxes  on  the  xaw 
materials  he  sends  hither. 

The  other  argument  Is  still  more  extraordinary.  The 
noble  lord  says,  **  if  we  fail  in  Our  attempt  of  forcing- Ame- 
rica, we  shall  still  ht  in  the  same;  situation  we  2X^\  ipi  at 
present."  Whit!  after  our  armies  have  been  disgraced,  piir 
fellow  subjedh  destroyed,  all  the  irritation  of  a  civil  war^ 
public  coxifidence)  ^d  fair  opinion  lost !    does  the  noble 
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lord  think  he  wiU  be  in  the  same  situation  him^lf  ?  Ire^y 
sfteak  it  with  regret  i  for  personally  I  have  mush  rmrd  fbr 
Ae  noble  lord,  ixid  particularly^  because  I  perteive^mmi  his^ 
&dht  manner  of  stating  his  propositions,  that  they  are  not 
the  diAates  of  hi&  o\vn  xnind^  and  that  they  are  forced  on 
liiin. 

I  cannot  see  my  other  memorandums,  and  therefore  I  shall 
conclude  by  heartily  concurring  with  the  noble  lord  who 
moved  for  the  commitment  of  this  address. 

Sir  Robert  Smyth  spoke  of  two  kinds  of  connexion  which 
the  Americans  had  with  Great  Britain.  The  first,  as  emi-» 
grants,  they  had  a  political  connection.  The  commercial 
connection  was  next  in  order.  If  we  had  stepped  to  hear 
due  merchants  petition,  it  was  just  the  same  as  it  he  had  stop- 
ped the  measures  of  government  ag^nst  the  rebels,  when, 
they  were  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  to  hear  petitions  from 
Frestoti  and  Manchester.  Was  therefore  for  proceeding. 
[There  was  a  trifling  altercation  between  thi^  gentleman 
and  Mr.  Burke>  but  it  had  no  relation  with  the  snbjeft  of 
debate.] 

Mr.  Bufie  applied  his  argument  to  that  prevalent  .idea, 
which  alone,  he  said,  can  make  one  honest  man  the  advocate 
for  ministerial  measures,  viz,  that  the  Americans  attack  the 
sovereignty  of  this  country. — He  said,  the  Americans  do  not 
attack  the  sovereignty  itself,  but  a  certain  exercise  and  use 
of  that  sovereignty.  He  stated,  that  no  tyranny  itself  found 
a  justification  of  their  tyranny  in  the  mere  plea  of  their  uh- 
Hmited  authority.  He  stated  seven  afts  of  tyranny,  which 
justified  resistance.  He  shewed  that  the  cause  of  the  late 
rebellions  at  home,  »id  those  disturbances  in  America,  dififered 
widely  5  that  the  trade  of  the  country  was  little  afiefted  by 
those  rebellions;  that  our  trade  at  present  is  the  primary 
object ;  that  the  objeA  of  that  rebellion  was  to  set  an  un^ 
natural  tyrant  on  the  throne ;  that  he  feared  the  Americams 
were  now  what  we  were  then;  and  they  v^re  struggling 
that  an  insufiTefabte  tyranny  should  not  be  festablishedover 
them.  He  represented  the  delusion  practised  by  ministry,  who 
in  all  their  speeches  argue  that  Boston  alone  was  in  rebdlion» 
and  that  is  was  an  afirair  with  Boston  only ;  but  he  shewed 
that  all  America  was  concerned,  from  dear  and  positive  fafis. 
He  proved,  that  from  One  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  the 
l&e  resistance  had  been  found ;  atid  he  pressed  the  inde-^' 
pendent  members  to  consider  that ;  for  he  said,  if  people 
were  once  convinced  that  the  mischief  was  so  wide,  they 
vittkiUi  think  a  Uttle  more  seriously  what  might  have  bi^  tM 

causes 
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causes  of  so  general  a  discontent^  and  might  wish  to  applj 
other  remedies  than  fire  or  sword.  He  said,  that  their  delG^ 
nition  of  rebellion  was  the  oddest  he  had  ever  heard ;  k 
must  be  the  destrudion  of  tea;  but  burning  tea  was  not  ia 
their  definition  rebellion,  for  such  a  place,  had  burnt  it; 
that  spoiling  it  in  damp  vaults  was  not  in  their  definition,  for 
it  had  been  so  treated  in  such  a  place.  Now  to  answer  their 
definition  of  rebellion,  tea  must  be  drowned  like  a  puppy  dog  ; 
and  even  that  was  not  quite  enough ;  it  must  be  drowned,  and 
drowned  at  Boston.  This  was  their  definition  of  rebellicHU 
He  exerted  himself  to  deprecate  the  shameless  tyranny  we 
exercised.  He  abhored  political  as  much  as  he  did  reUgioui 
persecution.  His  heart  seemed  engaged.  He  mentioned 
with  horror  the  idea  of  tearing  a  man  from  his  family  and 
friends  on  the  other  side  the  Atlantic,  and  tearing  his  heart  out 
in  Smithfield,  stiling  it  the  heart  of  a  traitor,  because  he  woiild 
not  believe  in-— virtual  representation,  and  because  he  would 
not  believe  that  America — ^was  part  of  the  manor  of  Green- 
wich. He  said,  he  had  two  years  before  called  their  attention 
to  Virginia,  the  mother  colony  j  and  shewed  that  in  all  their 
proceedings  Virginia  had  taken  the  lead;  and  that  therefore*' 
it  was  plain  it  was  not  Bpston,  but  America;  and  if  you  meant 
a  war  with  the  whole,  you  ought  with  your  eyes  open  to  pre- 
pare for  that,  and  not  for  a  scuiHe  with  Boston^  He  also  put 
it  on  its  true  bottom ;  you  have,  says  he,  your  option  j  America 
or  this  ministry ;  and  he  exposed,  with  all  his  wit,  the  absiu> 
diry  of  balancing  in  such  a  choice. 

The  Solicitor  General^  [Mr.  Wedderburnc]  replied  td 
Mr.  Burke.  He  spoke  largely  of  the  goodness  of  Britain  to 
America.  .  Thought  it  highly  necessary  to  enforce  the  laws, 
and  complained  much  of  the  disposition  of  the  Americans 
being  encouraged  from  hence  by  those  who  avowed  their 
cause  in  England. 

CoL  Barre  allowed  that  the  Americans  might  be  encoan- 
raged  by  their  confidence  in  having  friends  at  home,  when 
they  recollefted  that  a  few  years  ago  that  Gentleman's  voice 
was  made  hoarse  in: 'condemning  die  measures  of  this  coun* 
try  towards;  America.  He  [Mr.  Wedderburne]  was  never 
louder  than  in  his  invedUye  against  Lord  Hillsborough  for  the 
let^  which -he  QMr.  Wedderburne]  insisted  deserved  im- 
peachment. The  Cotonel  went  into  a  fine  eulogium  on  the 
three  gentlemen,  GoL  Howe,  Col.  Burgoyne,  and  Col.  Qinton^ 
destined  to  serve  against  America.  He  lamoited  that  this 
country  should  loise  their  services  when  the  course  of  thin^ 
ttiust  cdl  for  it ;  for  a  foreign  war  was  inevitable,  if  wc  iiH 
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curred  a  civil  one.  He  insisted  that  no  honour  could  be  gain* 
cd  there.  Heavowed  a  fear  that  we  should  not  vanquishyand 
insisted  it  was  our  duty  to  cherish  the  Americans.  He  re» 
woacfaed  the  spirit  of  administrationi  who  in  the  Falkland's 
Island  business,  and  in  all  fordgn  transa£Uons,  readily  sacri- 
ficed the  tumour  of  the  nation ;  but  in  dealings  with  our  own 
people,  when  the  people's  good  ought  to  be  the  first  object, 
pride  and  dignity  was  their  only  pnnciple.  He  shewed  from 
count  de  Guines's  memorial^  that  we  1^  agreed  on  that  oc- 
casion to  disarm  first,  but  now  the  Americans  must  submit 
£xst ;  and  when  they  do,  they  may  look  to  be  pardoned  when 
the  ministers  are  ashamed  to  punish.  He  said  he  felt  him* 
self  connefled  with  America  more  than  anv  man  in  the 
House :  and  added,  you  are  this  night  to  decide  whether-  you 
are  to  make  war  on  your  colonies. 

Lord  North  profened  good  intentions,  but  did  not  ^eem  to 
promise  much  success  in  hb  measures.  He  made  some  dis- 
tinAions  between  his  administration  and  the  Duke  of  Graf- 
ton's. Said  he  did  not  mean  to  tax  Amenta :  and  added^  if 
diey  would  submit^  and  leave  to  lis  the  constitutional  right  of 
.  supremacy,  the  quanrd  would  be  at  an  end. 

Mr.  Maekworib  qioke  against  the  address,  and  observed^ 
that  as  the  minister  had  declared  he  did  not  mean  to  tax 
America,  [which  Lord  North  did  declare]  he  was  for  stoppii^ 
short,  as  he  thought  it  an  idle  quarrel  about  words>  wha  we 
were  avowedly  to  get  nothing.  > 

Mr.  Sanvbridge  against  the  address.  Two  parts  in  it  he  could 
not  agree  to.  First,  saying  the  Americans  were  in  rebellion. 
The  second,  promising  to  risk  his  life  and  fortune* 

This  debate  lasted  till  half  an  hour  past  two  in  the  morning  | 
when  the  House  divided  ^  for  the  recommitment  1051  against 
it  288. 

February  7, 

Conference  with  the  lords,  at  the  request  of  the  commons. 

February  8. 

Another  conference,  at  the  request  of  the  lordsj  to  acquaint 
the  commons  they  had  agreed  to  the  address. 

Lord  North  snomed  to  postpone  the  further  consideration- 
of  the  American  papers  to  the  I  oth. 

Mr.i^^AT  said,  the  noble  lord  was  all  hurry  till  he  had  efieded 
sneasures  for  rescuing  Gen«-al  Gage  out  of  the  very  dangerous 
situation  he  was  in  ;  that  he  now  imagined  he  lud  <got  hxni 
into  a  state  of  security,  he  meant  to  proceed  more  coolly  and 
deliberately,  because  he  dreaded  that  the  defeat  and  deetruo 
tion  of  that  general  and  his  .troop9  would  bie  solely  attribufced 
....  ■     ■       '-to 
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to  lus  lordship's  negUge^c^  and  Fashiiess.  He  cohbrastsd  im 
lordship's  conduA  re^efliog  the  several  petitions  presented  bf 
the  American  merchantSi  remarking  that  administxation  would 
not  wait  a  single  day  to  hear  the  complaints  of  so  resprfhihle 
a  bodys  but  now  that  his  favourite  measure  was  canied)  he 
seemed  to  proceed,  with  caution  and  deliberation.  He  con^ 
chid^  by  observing,  that  he  understood  the  meiisure  his  lord* 
ship  had  next  in  contemplation  to  carry  into  execution  was 
the  most  extraorduiary  that  ever  entered  into  the  head  of  an 
English  ministary  to. prevent  the  New  England  provinces  &om 
fidSng  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.    . 

Loni  North .  replied,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
escape  the  censure  of  the  honourable  gentleman^  let  him  a£l 
as  l^might^.  If  he  had-  proposed  any  BMsasure  to  the  consi- 
deration of  parliament  this  day  or  to-fiiorrow,  huirying  mat- 
ters prccipitatiely  would  be  imputed  to  him  (  pow  th^  he  had 
E'ven.theljouse  a  i^spiteof  oxie  day  tpxo^tfiderand  delibcraSjCt 
5.V8IB  chaiged  with'proGrasti^aatiQPa&nd  to  what  motive  was 
thi9;«.dclayi attributed?  Because.  G^eral  Qs^ge  was  now  in 
safety*  1  ^  Kor  )iis.*niurt»  he  eould  not  ^e  how  ^ny  xesplution  of 
either  House  of  Jrarliamcsdt'  frould:  be,a  meafUr  pf  immediate 
sQcurity .  to  that  gentl^suii  if  ji,e ;  were  in  49nger« .  i^e  was  Bare 
heryr99  not-4  but  wasiin  ?il  ipa^giuaW^,g?ifety,w4  security.  As 
tqtisfi  petitions^  he.  dg^ied  that  tb^  Hqyi^  :lf^^scd  to  hear 
theqft). neither  were  thoy-^ithdr^nj.  l^pt;were  still  properly 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Houses  npp  VipOQ  ajay  ground 
could  the  information  Cf  oneday^.iipe^  jn.subjefl  so  vast  and 

extenaive»  be  of  any  material  sei:vicer  r; :.  ; 

A  petition  of  the  roamtfaft^yigg;  hosiers  of  the  town  and 
county  of  the  town  of  Nottit^ham^t  was.  presented  to  the 
House^  and  read;*  setting  -for^- that  .'.the  petitioners  with 
great  humility  approach  the  natural  guar(Uaiis  of  all  that  is 
valuable  to  them  j  and  beg-  leave  to  represent  the  impending 
niin  of  the  trade  and  commeirce  of  the  said  flourishing  town 
and  neighbourhood ;  that  the  produce  of  the  manufaflories 
under  ^leir  djra^on  has  hitherto,  in  a  very  great  proportion^ 
been  exported  to  thc(  American  Colonies  ^  and  on  the  de» 
nwad  from  theocae  depends  the  employment  of  many  thou* 
sands  of  their  ingenious  and  industrious  artificers }  the  en- 
tire/oessatioB  of  ws  ^in^portant  tradohas  not  only  shut  up 
i9  t^ieir  warehouses  a  ^reat  part  of  their  property  in  diffic* 
rem  sorts  of  goods  provided  for  the  American  market  alone^ 
bwtDWgeathem  daily  to  dismiss  from  employment  their  de- 
pQOdcntworkmen,  who  have  no  resource  but  in  the  exercise 
mtxbftinici  every  day  wili  add  to  the  mimbrr,.  from  the 
cyoi..  I.  '    JS  u»«t 
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utter  inability  of  the  petitioners  to  proceed  in  the  accumu- 
lation of  an  useless  stock ;  and  a  short  time  must  consign 
great  part  of  the  most  useful  but  most  necessitous  members  of 
^eir  community  to  absolute  idleness,  and  all  its  dreadful 
train  of  evils ;  distressed  in  themselves,  they  have  no  hopes 
of  adounistering  that  relief  to  their  wantsi  which  in  cvciy 
ordinary  exigence,  humanity  has  prompted  them  to;  anc^ 
if  not  prevented  by  the  timely  interposition  of  Parliament, 
they  see  no  possibility  of  repcUing  that  poverty,  distress,  and 
ruin,  in  which  the  said  town  and  neighbourhood  must  be  soon 
involved,  whatever  be  the  fate  of  the  kingdom  at  large;  al:^F- 
jng  the  thought  of  stimulating  the  dissention  of  this  nation, 
and  urged  only  by  sober  important  truth,  interesting  in  its  ex^ 
tensive  operation  to  every  individual,  they  humbly  rcou'  to 
the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  in  this  their  alarming  situation  i 
trusting  that  the  faithful  depositaries  of  the  people's  wel£ure 
will  find  some  temperate  and  honourable  means  of  conciliating 
the  difitrences  of  the  British  empire,  which  will  revive  the 
hopes  of  the  manufa£hirer,  and  enable  him  to  call  back  into 
the  arms  of  industry  the  poor  distressed  artificer. 

Referred  to  the  same  committee  as  the  London  and  Bristol 
petitions  had  been. 

February  9. 
Waited  on  the  King  with  the  address. 

February  lo. 
The  Speaker  read  the  King's  answer. 
.  **  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

*^  I  thank  you  for  this  very  dutifiil  and  loyal  address,  and 
for  the  affe^onate  and  solemn  assurances  you  give  me  of  your 
support,  in  maintaining  the  just  rights  of  my  crowii,  and  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament :  and  you  may  depend  on  my 
taking  the  most  speedy  and  efiedhial  measures,for  enforcing  due 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  authority  of  the  supreme  legislature. 
Whenever  any  of  my  colonies  shall  make  a  proper  and  dutiful 
application,  I  shall  be  ready  to  concur  "udth  you  in  affording 
them  every  just  and  reasonable  indulgence  :  and  it  is  my  ar- 
dent wish,  that  this  disposition  on  our  part  may  have  a  happy 
effeft  on  the  temper  and  conduft  of  my  subjedts  in  America." 
Lord  North  acquainted  the  House  that  he  had  a  message 
from  his  Majesty,  which  he  read  in  his  place,  delivered  in  at 
the  table,  and  is  as  follows  : 
G.  R. 
**  His  Majesty  being  determined,  in  consequence  of  the  ad- 
dress of  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  to  take  the  most  speedy 
and  tScdaxal  me^ures  for  supporting  the  just .  rights  of  his 

•       .      crown 
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crown  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  tlunks  proper  to 
acquaint  this  House,  that  some  addition  to  his  forces  by  sea 
and  land  will  be  necessary  for  that  purpose  ;  and  doubts  not 
but  his  ^ithfiil  Commons,  oh  whose  zeal  and  affefUon  he  en- 
tirely relies,  will  enable  him  to  make  such  augmentation  to  his 
forces  as  on  the  present  occasion  shall  be  thought  proper." 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  supply. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  American 
papers. 

Lord  North  ifioved,  that  leave  be  given  to  brii^  in  a  bill  to 
restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  provinces  of  Massachu<» 
set*s  Bay  and  New  Hampshire ;  the  colonies  of  Connefticut 
and  Rhode  island,  and  Providence  Plantation  in  North  Ame- 
rica, to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  tlie  British  islands  in 
the  West  Indies ;  and  to  prohibit  such  provinces  and  colo- 
nies from  carrying  on  any  fishery  on  the  Banks  of  Newfound* 
land,  or  other  places  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under  certain 
conditions,  and  for  a  time  to  be  limitted.  He  supported  his 
motion,  by  declaring,  that  as.  the  Americans  had  refused  to 
trade  with  this  kingdom,  it  was  but  just  that  we  should  not 
suffer  them  to  trade  with  any  other  nation.  That  the  re- 
straints of  the  aft  of  navigation,  were  their  charter ;  and 
that  the  several  relaxations  of  tjiat  law,  were  so  many  afts 
of  grace  and  favour;  which,  when  the  colonies  ceased  to 
merit,  it  was  but  reasonable,  that  the  British  legislature  should 
recall.  In  particular,  he  said,  that  the  fishery  on  the.  banks 
of  Newfoundland  and  the  other  banks,  and  all  the  others  in 
America,  was  the  undoubted  right  of  Great  Britain  5  there- 
fore we  might  dispose  of  them  as  we  pleased.  That  although 
thfc  two  Houses  had  not  declared  all  Massachuset's  Bay  in  re- 
bellion, they  had  declared  that  there  is  a  rebellion  in  that  pro- 
vince. It  was  just  therefore  to  deprive  that  province  of  its 
fisheries.  That  in  the  province  of  New  Hampshire  there 
was  Still  a  governor  and  a  government ;  but  government  was 
weak  in  that  colony;  and  a  quantity  of  powder  had  been  taken 
.  but  of  a  fort  there  by  an  armed  mob.  Besides  the  vicinity  of 
that  province  to  Massachuset's  Bay  was  such,  that  if  it  were  not 
added,  the  purpose  of  the  aft  would  be  defeated.  Rhode 
island  he  stated  not  to  be  in  a  much  better  situation  than  Mas- 
sachuset's Bay  ;  that  several  pieces  of  cannon  had  been  taken 
thdre,  and  carried  up  into  the  country ;  and  that  they  were 
arraying  their  militia,  in  order  to  march  into  any  other  colony> 
in  case  it  should  be  attacked  ;  and  this  could  in  the  present 
circumstances,  be  for  no  good  purpose.  That  from  Connec- 
ticut had  marched  a  large  Dody  of  men  into  the  Massachusetts^ 
.  N  a  ^«s^ 
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tm  It  report  tlut  the  soldiery  had  kiiied  sooie  people  in  Bos- 
ton; and  though  this  body  had  returoedi  on  finding  the  fabkf 
of  diat  report>  an  ill  dispositian  had  been  shewn,  and  that  thu 
colony  was  in  a  state  cmF  great  duorder  and  confusion.  To 
this  he  added,  that  the  river  Connediait  afforded  the  inha* 
bitants  of  that  colony  an  opportunity  of  cairying  on  tHe 
fishery.  The  same  mi^  be  said  of  Rhode  Island:  and  as 
the  same  argument  of  vicinity  might  be  applied  to  both  the 
provinces  as  well  as  to  New  Hampshire^  in  order  to  pre^icnt 
the  defeating  of  the  aA,  they  also  ought  to  be  included  in  tKq 
prohibition  to  fidi  and  to  trade. 

.  His  lordship  hai4ng  proceeded  thus  far,  added,  that  he  was 
not  averse  to  admitting  such  alleviations  of  the  a£k  as  would  not 
prove  destnsAive.  of  its  great  objeA. 

1st.  Hierefdre,  he  would  move  it  only  as  temporary,  to 
the  end  of  the  year,  or  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Parlia*^ 
ment. 

2dly,  He  would  permit  particular  persons  to  be  excepted^ 
on  certificates  from  the  governor  of  their  good  behaviour:  or 
upon  their  taking  a  test  of  acknowledgment  of  the  rights- of 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Dunning  thought  the  Americans  had  a  right  of  fishing 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.  Said  there  was  no  rebellion  s. 
in  Massachuset's  Bay;  nothing  that  can  be  constmed  intotrea* 
son-,  even  if  there  is  a  rebellion  in  some  parts,  why  is  the 
whole  to  be  punished?  Why  New  Hampshire?  Why  Rhode 
Island?  Why  Conneclicut?  If  the  fadt  was  true,  that  Gcnend 
Gage  had  attacked,  was  sacking:  and  burning  the  town  of  Bos* 
ton,  and  the  Conne<fticut  people  resisting,  the  latter  are  not  io 
i^bellion.  He  said  the  ministers  were  the  best  authors  of  & 
{■eceipt  to  make  a  rebellion. 

The  Attorney  General  [Mr.  Thuirlow.]  No  resolutiena^ 
though  of  both  Houses^  can  make  a  faft,  or  decide  the  law» 
He  had  given  his  opinion  upon  papers  laid  before  him,  dxat 
there  was  a  rebellion  in  Massachuset's  Bay.  He  defended  hi^ 
opinion,  by  explanation  of  the  fads  upon  which  he  gave  it  ;^ 
&st  as  to  treason,  next  as  to  rebellion. 

Mr.  Dunning  to  explain.  Rebellion  is  that  state  between 
government  and  its  subjects,  which  between  two  hostile  states 
would  be  war- 

The  Solicitor  General  \Mt,  Weddcrbume}  to  prove  a  xAA^ 
lion  in  America  from  the  honoural^  gentleman's  [Mr.  Dnn» 
ntng]  definition. 

'  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  [the  SpeafetorJ  to  give  his  opinion  on  ^ 
point  of  law,  divested  of  the  £31^  and  kave  the  conunittee  to 

a^ply 
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applj  the  fadb  and  the  opinion.  The  law  does  not  know  the 
word  rehelliofu  Levying  war  against  the  King  is  treason;  so  is 
endeavouring  to  wrest  the  sword  out  of  the  luinds  of  the  ex&« 
cutive  power.    Will  not  apply  the  h&s  to  the  law. 

Governor  Johnstofte  said,  that  the  proposition  was  absurd, 
and  cruel;  alsurd,  because  it  took  away  trade  from  our  own 
colonies,  which,  those  who  understood  that  trade  must  know 
we.  should  not  be  able  to  transfer  to  ourselves,  when  it  wasr 
taken  from  them.  That  God  and  nature  had  given  that  fishery 
to  New  and  not  to  Old  England.  That  when  it  was  once  de- 
stroyed, we  should  not  be  able  to  restore  it  to  those  from^ 
whom  it  was  thus  violently  taken;  becau^  the  little  capital^ 
vessels,  and  implements  of  fishermen  (many  of  them  poor) 
were  only  kept  up  by  constant  returns  of.  profit:  when  the 
profits  failed,  the  capital  and  implements  would  not  be  re- 
4&tored«  That  Fraxice,  who  \V2&  sufiliciently  alert  at  taking  ad'^ 
vantages,  would  come  in  for  a  part  at  least  of  the  benefits  of 
which  we  thus  thought  proper  to  deprive  our  own  people.  It 
was  cruel,  he  said,  in  the  highest  degree,  and  beyond  the  ex- 
amine of  hostile  rigour.  That  a  maritime  people  alwa}^  drew 
a  considerable  part  of  their  immediate  sustenance  from  the 
sea.  This  bill  therefore  would  be  inhumanly  to  starve  a  whole 
people,  except  such  as  a  governor  should  think  it  proper  to 
fiivour.  That  this  partial  permission  must  give  rise  to  unjust 
preference,  monopoly  and  all  sorts  of  jobs.  He  said  he  had 
served  in  the  navy  the  whole  of  the  last  war;  he  had  in  his 
<ye  several  captains,  who  had  cruized  of  the  enemy's  coasts 
during  the  whole  war,  and  he  appealed  to  them  for  the  truth 
of  wli^t  he  asserted,  that  it  was  a  constant  rule  in  the  service 
to  spare  the  fishing  craft,  thinking  it  savage  and  barbarous  to 
deprive  poor  wretches  of  their  little  means  of  livelihood,  and 
the  miserable  village  inhabitants  of  a  sea  coast  of  their  daily 
food. 

Right  Honourable  ST.  Townshend  urged  strongly  the  contra.. 
jiAipn  which  prevailed  in  the  principles  of  the  proposed  bill; 
for  if  th^  other  provinces  were  in  rebellion,  as  well  as  the  Mas-^ 
sachuset's,  why  were  they  not  declared  so  ?  If  not,  why  were 
tjxey  included  in  the  very  same  punishment  ? 

Sir  George  Savile  rallied  with  pleasantry  same  arguments  of 
the  lawyers  about  treasons,  and  exposed  the  idea  of  depriving 
a  whole  province  of  its  subsistence,  because  a  rebellion,  we 
know  not  where,  nor  by  whom,  is  lurkixigin  it;  and  then 
punishing  a  second  province,  because  it  is  next  door  to  rebeU 
lioni,  a  thirds .  because  it  wxnikl  be  doing  nothing  if  you  kt 
them  «a«ape',;  sKid  a  fourth^bocause  otherwise  ministry  could 

\  N  3  not 
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not  square  their  plan.     He  then  took  it  up  in  a  serious  light 9 
and  said,,  that  he  had  heard  with  pleasure   many  young 
members  qieak  with  much  ability  on  this  occasion.     They  all 
had  apologized  for  their  want  of  experience  in  this  session* 
That  he  was  obliged  to  consider,  and  apologize  for  himself,  as 
a  very  young  member  of  parliament.     This  will  appear  very 
strange  to  those  who  know  that  I  have  sat  a  great  many  years  in 
this  House.     Is  is  true  I  have  carried  through  many  turnpike 
bills,  several  draining  bills,  a  multitude  of  navigations,  and  in- 
dosures  without  number;  but  I  am  now  come  quite  a  novice 
to  the  ways  and  means  for  the  ruin  of  trade  and  commerce, 
and  the  dismemberment  of  a  great  empire.     He  then  entered 
into  the  general  argument,  concerning  the  justice  of  making 
all  parts  of  a  state  contributary  to  the  support  of  the  whole, 
and  that  those  who  receive  proteftion  ought  to  submit  to  taxa- 
tion.    He  admitted  the  general  maxim  to  be  true;  but  ob- 
served, that  this  was  only  in  case  where  all  the  parts  received' 
the  same  proteftion  in  equal  benefits  and  equal  privileges  5 
otherwise  equal  payment  for  unequal  prpte^on  would  be  in- 
justice itself.     That  people  by  compact  might  give  up  a  part 
of  this  right;  but  then  this  compaft  ought  to  be  proved ;  and 
it  ought  to  be  proved  also,  that  an  adequate  compensation  vras 
given  for  it,  else  the  bargain  would  not  be  fair.     And  this 
brought  him  to  the  dodfrine  of  resistance,  which  had  been 
handled  as  best  suited  the  purposes  of  those  who  used  it. 
That  if  rebellion  was  resistance  to  government,  he  could  not 
consider  all  rebellions  to  be  alike; — -there  must  be  such  a  thing. 
jas  justifiable  rebellion — ^and  submitted  to  the  House,  whether 
a   people   taxed  without    their  consent,  and  their  petitions 
against   such   taxation   rejected;  their  charters  taken   away 
without  hearing;  and  an  army  let  loose  upon  them  without  a 
possibility  of  obtaining  justice  ;  whether  a  people  under  such 
circumstances  could  not  be  said  to  be  in  justifiable  rebellion? 
Sir  Wiliam  Meredith  spoke  next,  and  expressed  great  sorrow 
.  and  surprise,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  shcMild  call  the 
rebellion  in  America  a  justifiable  rebellion,  since  it  was  the 
laws  which  they  resisted;  and  he  [Sir  George]  had  consented 
to  the  declaratory  a6t,  which  asserts  a  right  in  parliament  to 
make  laws  to  bind  America  in  all  cases  whatsoever.  The  p6wer 
of  God  himself  was  bounde4  within  the  limits  of  striA  justice; 
a  power  to  bind,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  had  never  been  claim- 
ed by  the  *  greatest  tyrant  upon  earth,  nor  by  any  earthly 
power,  before  the  declaratory  aft.    He  thought,  therefore,  the 
honourable  gentleman  should  move  a  repeal  of  the 'declaratory 
aft,  and.of  every  aft  that  he  thought  injurious  to  th^  freedom^ 

of 
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pf  America,  before  he  exhorted .  die  Americans  to  bring  on 
themselves,  their  families,  and  their  country,  all  the  horrid 
consequences  of  rebellion. 

That  he  had  opposed,  and  ever  would  oppose,  the  principle, 
of  laying  internal  taxes  on  America*,  but  it  was  not' taxation, 
but  the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  which  the  Americans  now  op- 
posed.    The  tea  duty  is  the  only  tax  that  remains;  a  tax, 
which  the  Americans  first  resisted,  had  afterwards  complied 
Vrith,  and  paid  regularly  •,  but  when  the  East-India  company . 
aent  the  tea  to  be  sold  at  a  lower  price  than  the  smuggler  of 
Dutch  and  Swedish  teas  could  afford,  then  they  began  to  re- 
sist the  law,  then  they  destroyed  the  merchants  property,  then 
they  began  to  threaten  ruin  to  the  commerce  of  this  couritr^", 
not  in  support  of  liberty,  but  merely  to  support  their  own  illicit  • 
conunerce.     He{]Sir  William]  had  promoted  the  repeal  of  the 
stamp  a6i:,  but  would  never  have  taken  the  part  he  did,  could 
he  have  supposed  the  ministers  who  gave  up  the  advantages, 
would  liave  maintained  the   principle  of  taxing  America. 
Neither  would  he  have  consented  to  a  repeal  of  the  stamp  aft, 
had  he  not  believed,  that  the  ministers  of  that  time  would  have 
made  some  effeftual  prQvision  for  the  security  and  proteftion  . 
of  the  merchants  who  trade  to  America.     Instead  of  which, 
the  Americans  were  then  taught,  that  they  had  nothing  to  do 
but  to  threaten  our  merchants  with  ruin,  and  our  manufadbirers 
with  famine,  and  then,  upon  such  threats,  the  legislature  of 
Great  Britain  must  submit  to  their  will.     Three  times,  in  the 
space  of  a  few  years,  they  had  thrown  the  whole  trade  of 
Great  Britain  into  confusion  •,  that  it  had  better  be  given  up, 
than  preserved  on  such  conditions.   .  Life  itself  was  not  worth 
keeping  iji  a  state  of  uncertaintv  and  fear.     Things  were  now 
brought  to  a  crisis.  The  conflidl  must  be  borne,  aiul  he  hoped 
would  never  end,  but  in  relinquishing  our  conne<Slions  with 
^Vmerica,  or  fixing  them  en  a  sure  and  lasting  basis.     As  to 
the  proposal  of  stopping  the  fisheries,  whatever  distr<:iss .  it 
npight  bring  on  the  Americans,  they  had  no  rea30ii  to  comr 
plain.     It  was  no  more  than  they  had  begun  to  pra<5lise  them- 
selves.    They  had  taken  a  resolution,  as  far  as  in  them  lay, 
to  ruin  our  merchants,  impoverish  our  manufachires,   and 
starve  all  the  >Veet-India  islapds.     To  them>  therefore,  it  c^  ; 
only  be  said, 

-— ' — Non  hx  hacjustior^  ullatn^ 
§uam  necis  artifice f  arte  perire  fitta^ 

Lord  John  Cavendish  and  Mr.  Townshend  replied,  that  they , 
had  been  in  office  with  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  when  the  declaratory  aft  passed,  and  afterwards  : 
long  continued  in  intimacy  with,  him,  but  h^d  never  hear^. 
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poblklj  or  privately)  of  his  objections  to  the  declaratory  a&y 
befef c  this  jKCar.  Iliey  thought  it  vejry  odd,  that  he  should 
have  votjod  for  .several  severe  and  proscriptive  aAs,  in  order  to 
ferce  the  Americans  to  obedience  to  taxes,  since  he  thinks 
that  we  had  no  right  to  impose  any,  and  that  in  this  respeft 
he  had  gone  far  beyond  the  most  zealous  partizans  of  the 
rights  of  this  countiy:  as  little  could  they  reconcile  his  voting 
last  year  against  the  repeal  of  the  tea  duty,  to  his  aversion  to 
the  right  of  taxation. 

Lord  Beaucbamp  and  Sir  Richard  Sutton  supported  Lord 
North's  motion  on,  the  equity  of  prohibiting  the  trade  of  those 
who  had  prohibited  ours. 

Afr.  Burke  said,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  trouble  the  com* 
mittee  long — nor  to  be  heard  beyond  those  to  whom  he  in- 
mediately  applied.  That  by  the  proposed  bill  they  had  di^ 
posed  of  four  of  their  provinces.  Some  were  troulded  with  a 
concealed  rebellion  \  others  were  concealers  of  that  conceal* 
ment ;  some  were  infedted  j  others  next  door  to  the  infefiion. 
Provision  too  was  to  be  made  by  licenses  and  dispensations, 
and  tests  for  those  in  the  several  provinces  who  were  more 
innocent  or  more  in  favour — ^But  that  there  was  a  fifth  pro- 
vince,  for  which  no  provision  at  all  had  been  made,  which  was 
l&e  to  be  as  great  a  sufferer  as  any  of  the  other  four,  though 
not  in  rebellion,  or  in  the  neighbourhood  of  rebellion.  T£ds 
province  had  used  no  other  force,  but  of  one  kind,  which  is 
not  very  terrible  on  earth,  though  it  is  said  to  ofiJar  violence 
to  heaven,  the  foree  of  prayers  and  petitions.  That  this  pro- 
\iince  was  England,  which  had  now  several  hundreds  of  thou- 
satiids  of  her  property  in  the  four  provinces  of  New-England* 
He  then  shewed,  that  New-England  was  not  a  staple  cc^ony, 
and  could  only  pay  her  debts  through  the  fishery  and  the 
trades  which  depended  upon  it ;  and  that  to  stop  their  fishery 
would  be  beggar  the  English  merchants  and  manufaQurers. 
This  he  explained  by  entering  into  the  nature  of  the  New- 
England  trade.  He  hirther  said,  it  had  been  asserted,  falsely, 
that  the  New-England  people  had  refused  to  pay  their  debts. 
It  had  been  said  also,  truly,  that  they  had  no  compassion  on 
the  En^ish  manufadburers.  But  had  their  dishonesty  been  as 
tnie  as  the  want  of  compassion,  both  might  have  been  natural 
to  tl^se  we  call  rebels  j  but  what  ought  we  to  think  of  a  Bri-  . 
tish  legislature,  disabling  the  payment  of  debts,  and  having  no 
bowels  of  compassicm  towards  the  sufierings  of  our  own  inno-  < 
cent  constituents. 

Jhe  question  was  called  for  about  12  o'clock,  when  the 
membdrs  divided  \  for  the  motion  261,  against  it  85. 

Adjourned  to  lebruaxy  13* 
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Mr.  Buller  moved,  that  2000  additional  seamen  be  enw 
ployed  for  the  year  1775.  He  stated  the  respcftivc  services 
eur  ships  vere  on ;  said  that  the  proposed  augmentation  was 
necessary  to  enforce  the  measures  of  government  in  Amierica. 

On  the  other  side  it  was  observed,  that  before  Christmas 
the  ministers  were  told  and  pressed,  if  they  meant  to  adopt 
coercive  measures,  not  to  put  a  deceit  on  the  country  gentle- 
men, by  voting  a  reduced  peace  establishment,  and  fixing  the 
hnd  tax  at  thre^  shillings  in  the  pound  5  so  they  were  now  re- 
minded not  to  repeat  the  same  insult,  by  coming  to  Parlia- 
ment for  a  crant  of  aooo  seamen,  when  they  were  conscious 
that  three,  tour  times  that  number  would  not  be  sufficient  to 
effirduatethe  designs  they  had  in  contemplation,  without  ex- 
posing this  country  to  the  successful  invasion  of  a  foreign 
enemy.  The  ministers  were  called  upon  to  declare,  whether 
this  was  the  last  time  they  meant  to  apply  to  parliament,  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  present  session,  or  was  this  mode  of  pro- 
cedure intended  as  a  mere  mockery  of  that  good  faith  and 
confidence,  that  usually  subsisted  between  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  the  Minister,  lest,  by  developing  the  whole  system 
together,  those  who  now  were  for  giving  their  assent  to  mea- 
sures diredtiy  produftive  of  civil  war,  might  proceed  with 
greater  caution,  when  they  perceived  that  any  of  the  most  tri- 
fling consequences  might  come  home  to  themselves,  and  affedl, 
in  a  renujte  degree  their  own  interests. 

Lord  North  gave  no  precise  explanation ;  ohly  general  assur- 
ances that  this  would  ht  the  last  application  of  the  kind  \  said, 
he  could  not  possibly  pretend  to  foretel  every  event  that  might 
happen ;  and  consequently  he  could  not  bind  himself  by  any 
specific  promise  or  engagement. 

Governor  Johnsttme  observed,  that  this  was  a  most  extraor- 
dinary mode  of  procedure,  and  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  deter- 
mine, whether  it  proceeded  most  from  ighorance  or  design. 
He  was  certain,  however,  that  it  gave  full  scope  to  gaming  in 
the  alley,  for  stocks  had  been  billing  gradually,  till  they  had 
now  come  down  five  per  cent,  it  furnished  a  happy  oppoxtn- 
nity  to  those  in  the  secret  to  enrich  themselves  at  the  public 
ezpence.  That  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  home  this  charge  to 
any  particular  person,  or  set  of  men  \  but  it  was  well  known 
i^h6Kl  been  frequently  practised  by  the  confidential  people  in 
office. 

Lord  Nwrth  rep^ed,  he  knew  nothing  of  what  had  been 
done  by  such  people,  but  believed,  upon  his  honour,  that  n^ie 
of  the  present  confidential  sorvants-m  ofBce  did  game:i)»  the 
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funds  •,  for  it  would  be  basely  betraying  the  confidence  of  their 
prince. 

Mr.  CornwalL  He  was  not  guilty  of  this  general  charges 
and  doubted  not  but  that  every  member  of  administration  was 
equally  clear  of  it. 

Captain  Walsingkam  insisted,  that  our  present  naval  force 
was  by  no  means  adequate  to  the  execution  of  our  profest  in- 
tentions ;  for  that  the  squadron  we  designed  for  America 
would  answer  no  purpose  of  stopping  their  commerce  j  or  if 
we  did  send  a  sufficient  one,  our  own  coasts,  comparatively 
speaking,  must  be  left  totally  defenceless  ;  as  he  was  well  in- 
formed, that  France  alone  had  75  men  of  war  of  the  line  now^ 
more  than  one  half  of  which  were  manned,  and  fit  for  adhial 
service.  He  then  gave  an  account  of  a  conversation  which 
passed  lately  between  him  and  a  French  gentleman,  well  ao- 
quained  with  the  state  of  their  navy  ;  from  which  he  was  fiiUy 
satisfied  that  the  whole  of  our  force,  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  would  not  be  sufficient  to  defend  ns  at  home,  should 
we  blindly  rush  into  a  civil  war. 

Hon.  Temple  LuttrelL     I  rise  up  under  a  number  of  disad- 
vantages,  and  shall  scarce  be  able  to  express  my  sentiments, 
without  much  agitation. and  embarrassment,  a  novice  as  I  am 
at  political  disquisitions,  and  attempting,  (fix)m  a  seat  which 
till  this  hour  I  might  not  call  my  own)  to  speak  on  a  subjefl 
of  such  high  import,  in  the  presence,  and  possibly  against  the 
opinion  of  the  most  experienced  statesmen  in  any  coimtry  of. 
the  universe. — ^But,  Sir,  it  has  been  earnestly  recommended 
to  me,  as  well  by  the  electors  of  the  borough  of  whicli  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  a  representative,  as  by  several  other  persons 
of  respeclable  consideration,  that  I  will  exert  the  utmost  of  my 
humble  endeavours  and  faculties,  towards  the  establishing  of. 
peace,  and  conciliating  the  afie£tions  of  the  American  colonies 
with  their  parent-state  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  promote  the 
joint  happiness  of  both  divisions  of  this  mighty  empire,  on 
the  firm  basis  of  equity  and  mutual  good  offices :  and  I  should 
hold  it  an  unpardonable  omission  of  duty  were  I  to  remain 
now  silent,  especially  as  it  was  precluded,  by  the  dependence 
befo^  parliament  of  a  controverted  return,  from  declaring  my 
disposition  towards  the  oppressed  colonists,  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session,  when  a  speech  from  the  throne  of  the  most 
inimical  tendency  to  America,  and  therefore  the  most  alarm- 
ing arid  dangerous  tendency  to  the  whole  British  realm,  ro- . 
ceived  the  thanks  of  this  House.     I  was  tinder  the  same  pre- 
clusion when  commerce  here  stood  a  dejected  supplicant,  in 
jii$t  appi^ehension  from  the  impending,  stpnn.    Well,  Sir,  1 
;:.L.:\  7  might 


A.  1775.  DEBATES.  187 

might  she  be  alarmed,  to  see  a  pilot  at  the  helm,  as  the  winds 
and  the  billows  arise,  who,  rather  than  part  with  the  guns, 
throws  the  merchandize  overboard  :  save  them.  Sir,  he  may, 
by  so  costly  a  sacrifice,  but  not  for  jubilee  or  triumph ;  they 
shall  be  saved  for  signals  of  distress,  and  to  solemnize  the  ob- 
sequies of  your  empire. 

The  merchants  were  not  then  to  be  heard » lest  their  candid 
story  should  set  in  the  proper  point  of  view  those  insidious 
fragments  of  official  letters  laid  on  your  table.     What  human 
understanding  could  cement  such  a  mangled  correspondence 
together,   so  as  to  derive  any  clear  accurate  knowledge  of 
the  real  condition  or  sentiments  -of  the  Americans  ? — ^What- 
soever might  extenuate  oflences,  excuse  error,  and  restore 
perfedl  amity  between  the  two  countries,  did  the  partial  hand 
of  administration  wickedly  suppress,  while  in  too  glaring  a 
light  was  exhibited  every  fa<ft  that  could  serve  to  widen  the 
breach,  and  inflame  the  passions,  and  blow  up  a  faint,  luckless 
spark  of  animosity  to  the  fall  combustion  and  horrors  of  a  ci- 
vil war  !— These  misrepresentations,  however,  answered  the 
ends  proposed,  for  both  Houses  were  blindly  entrapped  to  give 
their  sanation  to  as  sanguinary  a  scroll  (in  the  form  of  an  ad- 
dress) as  was  ever  laid  by  a  prostitute  senate  at  the  feet  of  de- 
luded majesty. — Did  not  your  ancestors,  Sir,  -manfully  figlit, 
did  not  some  of  them  heroically  fall,  to  preserve  those  consti- 
tutional rights  of  the  subject  to  every  Briton,  which  you  have 
now  by  one  vote  pledged  yourself,  at  the  hazard  of  life  and 
fortune,  to  subvert  and  to  annihilate  tliroughout  the  better 
part  of  the  whole  British  monarchy  ? 

I  do  not  conceive  it  possible  that  any  man  here  present  can 
feel  as  he  ought,  be  conscious  of  a  panticipation,  of  the  least 
participation,  in  the  superintendence  of  the  common-wealth, 
and  remain  a  mere  tranquil  obs'^rver,  when  so  weighty,  so  in- 
teresting a  subje<5  comes  before  you  ;  a  subjeft  on  the  issue 
of  which  perhaps  his  own  individual  happiness  or  misery, 
doubtless  the  happiness  or  misery  of  his  nearest  posterity,  will 
depend. 

With  what  hebetude.  Sir,  must  the  blood  circulate  through 
his  veins  !  What  must  his  definition  be  of  an  ignominious 
supineness  and  apathy ! — ^This  is  not  a  debate  of  slow  anima- 
tion, in  which  ^w  persons  are  concerned,  and  of  limited  influ- 
ence ;  we  are  now  to  decide  upon  the  fate  of  millions  through 
ak  l<Hig  series  of  ages,  and  the  part  which  every  man  shall  take 
<fti-this  occasion  ihiist  stamp  him  with  charaftcrs  indelible 
through  all  eternity — a  patriot  or  a  parritide. 
"'TiiSj.SHr,-  from  ^fitfe  collisions  of  controversy  that  those  ra- 
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diant  sparks  are  struck  out  by  which  truth  lights  her  aacrcsA 
torch— nor  have  I  kss  expedlaticm  from  those  gentlemen  wha 
are  but  just  initiated  into  parliamentary  business^  thaAJ&ont 
jQiur  veteran  politicians  ''  deep  on  whose  front  engraireii  (tp 
use  the  phrase  of  Milton)  deliberaticxi  sits  suod  puUic  care.'* 
Such  veterans  might  indeed  be  our  surest  guides,  were  we 
BOW  about  to  agitate  questions  wrapt  up  in  subdolous  Machia- 
velian  mystery,  and  only  to  be  developed  by  the  acutest  ab* 
straft  reasoning.  The  present  jun^hure)  Sir,  requires  only  a 
well  principled  heart,  and  a  head  moderately  conversant  with 
the  nature  of  men  and  things. 

It  is  not,  I  own,  I  feel,  given  to  a  young  member  of  this 
august  assembly  to  deliver  his  ideas  with  that  method,  that 
guarded  corredbiess,  that  unagitated  confidence  which  long 
habitude  of  speaking  usually  supplies ;  but  will  he,  Sir,  yield 
with  less  ductility  to  the  di^liates  and  honest  zeal  of  inward 
conscience  ?    He  comes  among  you  at  least  with  a  judgment 
unbiassed :  he  has  not  pledged  himself  to  any  partial  juntfi^ 
whose  maxims  and  interest  he  is  at  all  events  to  ^dopt  for  the 
vieasure  of  his  political  career :  he  has  not  stood  forth  an  ac- 
complice to  any  of  those  manifold  mischiefr  and  blunder* 
which  have  heretofore  been  committed  in  the  administration 
of  your  colonies :  he  has  had  no  share  in  enflaming  the  evil 
by  temporary  anodynes  ;  nor  has  he  treated  the  imperial  con* 
eems  of  that  wid6-stretched  continent  as  only  accessary  to». 
and  of  trivial  account  when  compared  with  his  owa  private 
whemes  o{  ambition  and  aggrandisement.     Upon  the  wholes 
Sir,  I  can  but  think  him  rather  the  more  likely  to  execute  the 
share  of  such  important  award  committed  to  his  discretion,  as 
becomes  an  upright  delegate  of  the  people  at  large,  heedless 
wiiether  his  condudt  therein  may  quadrate  with  die  narrow^. 
selfish  views  of  this  or  that  set  of  men  who  are  candidates 
for  titles  or  power :  not  but  that  I  have  the  satisfaction  Co  see 
hae  present  some  charafiers  animated  with  the  true  patriotic 
^irit,  who  have  long  and  worthily  been  seated  within  these 
walk ;  on  whose  eminent  talents,  on  whose  approved  inte-^ 
grity,  America  rests  her  best  hope. 

Such  gentlemen  as  come  within  the  scope  of  any  of  those: 
disadvantageous  allusions  I  have  just  throvm  ottt,  wSl  coaei^ 
der,  that  a  well-timed  recession  from  error  claims  the  neaU;. 
praise  to  a  perfeft  exemption  therefrom:  they  will  no  logger; 
endeavour  to  palliate  a  dreadful  disease,  which,  if  once  arrivcdr 
2^  a  full  paroxysm,  it  will  baffie  the  EsculajHan  skill  of  their 
expertest  state-doctors  to  cope  with. 
Our  present  sagacious  rulers  hadj  it  seemsi  drawn  their  piv 
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ikkal  due  in  that  quarter  of  the  gldbe  to  90  Gordisn  a  tie^ 
that,  despairing  to  revolve  by  patience  and  sober  wisdom 
throuf^  tke  several  implicatioiu  their  hands  had  wrought* 
thej  took  a  summary  recourse  to  the  edge  of  the  sword*  Sir* 
"dieir  aworMaw  wiH  best  agree  with  die  arbitrary  principles 
and  system  of  government  applied  to  almost  every  department 
ct  the  state  by  that  flagitious  confederacy  which  hath  lafiendf 
presided  over  the  councils  and  arcana  of  the  cabinet  ever  aiooe 
the  accession  of  our  present  most  gracious  Sovereign. 

I  say*  Sir,  that  these  occcult  didbitors  to  the  r  ■■-■  1  con« 
science  should  prefer  the  sword-law,  I  am  not  at  aU  astonish^ 
ed^  but  that  the  ostensible  adviser,  a  man  of  profound  judf^ 
m^t,  and  the  clearest  penetration;  a  man  whom  the  moat 
slanderous  of  his  enemies  allow  to  possess  the  tcnderest  foeL* 
ings  of  social  afiUHon,  to  be  even  prodigal  of  the  pra&ices  as 
well  as  professions  of  humanity,  that  he,  Sir,  should, with* 
ruthless  composure,  adopt  and  carry  into  exaecution  their 
bloody  mandates,  may  wdi  create  general  consternation  and 
the  deepest  concern. 

It  was  pronounced  by  a  ronsnmmate  minnter,  who  once 
lieldthe  reins  of  government  with  so  much  h<moQr  to  hinir- 
self,  and  transcendant  glory  to  the  whole  empire  of  ficitaia» 
that  the  Canaa(£lan  America  was  conquered  in  Germany. 

It  is,  it  seems,  by  the  German  policy  of  dominion^  wfaidk 
our  own  clan-bred  feudists  are  ever  prone  to  expose,  that 
British  America  is  to  be  reduced  to  vassalage:  bntlettheali^ 
potent  minions  beware,  lest  ^hik  they  are  bowing  the  stiiiv 
bom  necks  of  these  colonists  to  the  yoke,  diey  find  not  then* 
own  necks  bow  to  the  block  of  anexecntioner. 

Sir,  the  hr  more  considerable  part  of  the  people  of  England 
4o  how  vnA  us  to  use  temper,  moderation,  and  forbearance, 
towards  America.  *^  Dignas  esse  qui  Rmrumt  Jiant  (said  the 
ilhistrious  consul  to  the  senate,  of  certsdn  trSxxtaries  in  allo- 
gianceto  the  Roman  eagles)  eosy  qui  nMl  praUrquam  i/!rliber«> 
tate  cogiUnt^* 

Sir,  when  the  two  most  renowned  republics  of  ancient 
time  had  long  contended  for  universal  empire,  and  vi£bary 
over  many  a  well-fought  jGeld  had  held  almost  an  equal  .ba^ 
Iance>  then  it  was  the  rigid  censor  (M.  Cato)  denounced  that 
memorable  judgment,  **  Delenda  est  Carthago"  Sir,  the  Car- 
thagenians  were  the  natursd  rivals  of  the  trade  and  giory  of 
Rome;  they  had  in  cold  blood  inhumanly  put  to  death  one  of 
the  most  perfe6^  heroes  and  patriots  her  annals  could  boast:  in 
their  national  chara<Eter  they  were  perfidious  to  a  proverb; 
and  they  early  led  their  children  to  the  altar  to  lisp  assent  to 
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solemn  adjuration  of  eternal  warfare  and  vengeance  aj^ainst 
Rome.  In  short,  Sir,  the  further  existence  of  these  Amcamr 
was  become  quite  incompatible  with  the  peace  and  security  of 
the  Roman  commonwealth. 

'*  The  words  Delcnda  est  Carthago  were,  in  the  reign  of  ouF 
Charles  the  Second,  borrowed  by  a  member  of  the  other  House 
rf  Parliament,  the  famous  Earl  of  Shaftesl^ury,  in  height  rf 
passionate  resentment  again<:t  the  Hollanders:  but.  Sir,  thd' 
the  Hollanders  had  to  \\vt  most  substantial  injuries  added  the 
provoMng  insult  of  sailing  up  to  the  emporium  of  your  com- 
merce, with  brooms  at  their  m?st  heads-,  though  they  had  by 
many  an  inveterate  combat  on  the  ocean  brought  your  marine 
power,  and  consequently  our  very  being  as  a  people,  to  as  des- 
perate a  crisis  as  ever  befel  Rome  during  the  rage  of  the  Punic 
Wars,  yet.  Sir,  it  is  a  well-known  anecdote  of  that  day,  there 
was  scarce  a  peer  in  the  assembly  bub  stood  aghast,  and  shud<- ' 
dered  at  the  unchristian  sc\'erity  of  the  sentence. 

Delenda  est  Carthago  has  been  applied  for  the  third  time:  it 
has,  Sir,  been  recently  and  publicly  applied,  by  an  avowed 
zealous  partizan  of  the  present  administration  of  your  govern-  * 
ment,  to  our  fellow  subjects  of  America,  and  the  news  will^  I 
fear,  ere  long  reach  your  colonies. 

I  am  not  master  of  language  sufEcient  in  energy  to  give  the 
due  comment  to  such  anexpression:  but.  Sir,  should  it  be  here 
uttered  in  sobriety,  and  calmly  listened  to,  might  you  not'  be 
apt  to  imagine  yourself  seated  midst  the  deputies  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  near  the  interior  lakes  of  that  continent,  and  sacrificilig 
to  the  demon  of  revenge,  rather  than  with  the  deputies  of 
the  free,  polished  natives  of  the  British  isles,  in  their  imperial 
seat  of  legislation  ? 

I  can  indeed  easily  conceive,  that  the  gentleman  alluded  to 
[Mr.  Van]  was  rather  mere  forward,  rather  more  ingenious^ 
than  the  chieftains  of  his  cause  will  thank  him  for  :  they 
hardly  could  mean,  that  the  final  catastrophe  of  this  their 
tragic  plot  should  be  discovered  just  at  tlie  opening  of  the  very 
first  adl:. 

It  was  a  noble  sentiment  of  Fenclon  (archbishop  of  Cam- 
bray)  that  **  he  loved  his  friend  equal  to  himself;  his  country 
&r  better  than  his  friend  and  himself;  mankind  in  general 
beyond  all  put  together." 

What  that  amiable  prelate  makes  Mentor  say,  on  revealing 
a  celestial  form  to' the  son  of  Ulysses  (who  had  just  attained 
to  years  of  manhood)  may  aflbrd  an  allegory  to  assist  the  Bri- 
tish legislature  at  some  future  period,  in  the  safest  and  sagest 
conduft  towards  her  colonists.     *^  I  have  guided  you  through 
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recks  and  quicksandaj  tloMV^h  the  ensanguined  battle^and  the 
vsiPiou9.  ddamities  incident  to  the  human  species :  I  have 
UvghtyoUi  through  forcible  experience,  the  good  and  the  bad 
maxims  by  which  government  may  be  carried  on :  'tis  now 
iKOe  that  you  be  fully  emancipated.  Love  your  fellow  crea^ 
Hires ;  ^deavour  to  renew  the  golden  age ;  avoid  effeminacyy 
profuseness  and  ostentation ;  let  simplicity  be  your  best  orna- 
ipents ;  on  virtue  and  your  own  just  a^ons  rest  your  chief 
security  \  pure  liberty,  peace,  delightful  abundance  j  and  un- 
sullied glory  ever  attend  you  P' 

I  am  sa^isible.  Sir,  that  I  have  too  long  with-held  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  from  persons  of  far  superior  weight  and 
abilities.  I  shall  therefore  at  a  future  day  hope  for  the  same 
indulgence  that  has  been  now  shewn  me,  while  I  urge,  that 
to  compel  the  Americans  by  a  military  force  to  acknowledge 
the  paramount  and  unbounded  autliority  of  Parliament,  in  the 
taxation  of  their  property,  property  created  by  their  intelle^b 
and  industry,  is  neither  just,  politic,  nor  practicable  ;  a  mea- 
sure totally  repugnant  to  the  liberal  notions  of  redlitude  whicK 
have  ever  charaidberized  the  happy  natives  of  England,  and  ir- 
re^oncileable  with  the  spirit!  of  those  very  rules  and  institutes, 
by  which  the  three  estates  of  this  realm  hold  existence. 

Mr.  Saivbridge  saidj  he  perceived  that  administration  were 
hurrying  the  nation  to  certain  xuin,  but  he  should  reserve 
^himself  to  speak  on  our  present  conduA  towards  America,  till 
a  fitter  and  some  more  convenient  opportunity. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

February  14. 
.   Report  from  the  committee  on  the  Hindon  eleftion. 

February  15. 

Lord  North,  by  his  Majesty's  command,  laid  before  the 
House  the  following  letter. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  ofDunmort  to  the  Earl  of  Dzrt-' 
mouth,  ^a/^J  Williamsburgh,  December  24,  1774- 

MY  necessary  absence  on  the  occasion  of  the  Indian  dis- 
turbances will,  I  hope,  account  arid  excuse  me  fdr  my  not 
having  acknowledged  your  lordship's  several  letters  in  due 
tune  and  order  ;  and  for  not  having  regularly  communicated 
accounts  of  the  public  affairs  of  the  colonjr,  to  which  some  of 
them  refer  ;  and  I  wish  I  were  now  so  fortunate  as  to  have  it 
in  my  powerto  make  a  representation  of  their  appearing  with 
a  more  favourable  aspc6V,  than  when  I  last  wrote  upon  those 
important  concerns. 

Tb^ 
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The  associations  first  in  part  entered  imo,  recoBnnended  bf 
the  peopfe  <^  this  ccianjy  and  adopted  by  wiiat  is  <:alled  tiii^ 
continental  c<mgress,  are  nowcrforcing  tlirotighout  dus  wmtk* 
try  with  the  greatest  rigour.  A  committee  has  been  dioMA 
in  every  county^  whose  business  it  is  to  carry  the  associalieil 
of  the  congress  into  execution  y  which  ocmimittee  assumes  att 
aathority  to  inspect  the  books,  invoices,  and  all  other  seorM 
€^  the  trade  and  ccMrespondence  of  merchants ;  to  watdi  A€ 
condudt  of  every  inhabitant,  without  distinction ;  and  to  send 
for  all  such  as  come  under  their  suspicion  into  their  presence^ 
to  interrogate  them  respedting  all  natters  which,  at  their  {Mea- 
sure, they  think  fit  t>bje6ls  of  their  inquiry;  and  to  stigmatizei 
as  they  term  it,  such  as  they  find  transgresskig,  what  they  are 
now  hardy  enough  to  call  the  laws  of  the  congress  \  whidi 
stigmatizing  is  no  other  than  inviting  the  vengeance  of  an 
outrageous  and  lawless  mob,  to  be  exercised  upon  the  «nhappy 
Vi£Hms.  tvery  county  besides  is  now  arming  a  company  rf 
men,  whom  they  call  an  independent  company,  for  the  avaw« 
ed  purpose  of  prote^ng  their  committees,  and  to  be  emjdoyed 
against  government,  if  occasion  require.  The  ccHiimittee  of 
one  coimty  has  proceeded  so  far,  as  to  swear  the  men  ofthidr 
independoit  company  to  execute  all  orders  which  shall  begivcA 
them  from  the  committee  of  their  county. 

As  to  the  power  of  government  which  your  lordship,  in  your 
letter  No.  1 1 ,  direds  should  be  exerted  to  counteraft  the  dan* 
gerous  measures  pursuing  here,  1  can  assure  your  lordships 
that  it  is  entirely  disregarded,  if  not  wholly  overturned.  There 
is  not  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Virginia  that  afts,  except  as  a 
committee  maA  :  the  abolishing  the  courts  of  justice  was  the 
first  step  taken  in  which  the  men  of  fortune  and  pre-eminence 
*oined  equally  with  the  lowest  and  meanest.  The  genenJ 
court  of  judicature  of  the  colony  is  much  in  the  same  prodi^ 
cament ;  for  though  there  are  at  least  a  majority  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's coimcil  who,  with  myself,  are  the  judges  of  that  court, 
that  would  steadily  perform  their  duty,  yet  the  lawyers  have 
absolutely  refused  to  attend,  nor  indeed  would  the  people 
allow  them  to  attend  or  evidences  to  appear.  The  reason 
conmionly  assigned  for  this  proceeding  is,  the  want  of  a  fisec 
bill,  which  expired  at  die  last  session  of  the  assembly;  and 
it  is  a  popular  argument  here,  that  no  power  but  the  kgirfa* 
ture  can  establish  fees ;  and  the  fee-bill  not  having  been  ro^ 
newed,  is  attributed  to  the  dissolution :  but  the  true  cause  of 
so  many  persons  joining  in  so  opprobrious  a  measure,  was  t# 
engage  their  English  creditors,  who  are  numerous,  to  join  in 
the  clamours  of  this  country  ;  and  not  a  few  to  avcsd  paying 
the  debts  in  which  many  of  the  principal  people  here  are  much 
involved. 
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"With  regard  to  the  encouraging  of  those,  as  your  lordship 
Iftewise  exhorts  me,  who  appeared  in  principle  arcrse  to  these 
proceedings,  I  hppe  your  lordship  will  do  me  the  justice  to  be^ 
lieve,  I  have  left  no  means  in  my  power  uncssayed  to  draw  all 
th^  assistance  possible  from  them  to  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment, but  I  presume  your  lordship  will  not  think  it  very  ex- 
tnibrdinary,  that  nly  persuasions  should  have  been  unavailing 
against  the  terrors  which,  on  the  other  hand,  are  held  out  by 
the  committees. 

.  Independent  companies,  &c.  so  universally  supported,  who 
h;ive  set  themselves  up  superior  to  all  other  authority,  under 
the  auspices  of  their  congress,  the  laws  of  which  they  talk  of 
in  a  stile  of  respeft,  and  treat  with  marks  of  reverence,  which 
they  never- bestowed  on  their  legal  government,  or  the  law§ 
proceeding -from  it,  I  can  assure  your  lordship,  that  I  have 
4li<covered  no  instance  where  the  interposition  of  government, 
in  the  feeble  state  to  which  it  is  reduced,  could  serve  any 
other  purpose  than  to  suffer  the  disgrace  of  a  disappointment, 
and  thereby  afford  matter  of  great  exultation  to  its  enemies, 
and  increase  their  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  people. 

But,  my  lord,  every  step  which  has  been  taken  by  these  in- 
iatuated  people  must  inevitably  defeat  its  own  purpose.  Their 
non-importation,  n,on-exportation,  &c.  cannot  fail,  in  a  short 
time,  to  produce  a  scarcity,  which  will  ruin  thousands  of  fa- 
milies :  the  people,  indeed,  of  fortune  supply  themselves  and 
liieir  negroes  for  two  or  three  years,  but  the  middling  and 
poorer  sort,  who  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  have  not  the  means 
of  doing  so,  and  the  produce  of  their  lands  will  not  purchase 
those  necessaries  (without  which  themselves  and  negroes  starve) 
of  the  merchants  who  may  have  goods  to  dispose  of,  because 
th<i  merchants  are  prevented  from  turning  such  produce*  to  any 
account.  As  to  manufadhiring  for  themselves,  the  people  of 
Virginia  are  very  far  from  being  naturally  industrious  ;  and  it 
is  hotvby  taking  away  the  principal^  if  not  the  only  encourage*' 
ment  to  industry,  that  it  can  be  excited  ;  nor  is  it  in  times  of 
anarchy  and  confusion  that  the  foundation  of  such  imprOvo- 
xhents  can  be  laid.  The  lower  class  of  people  too  will  discover 
that  they  have  been  duped  by  die  richer  sort,  who,  for  their 
part,  elude  the  whole  effefts  of  the  association  by  which  their 
poof  neighbours  perish.  What  then  is  to  deter  those  from 
taidng  the  shortest  mode  of  supplying  themselves  ?  and,  unre- 
strained as  they  are  by  laws,  from  taking  whatever  they  want 
ftom  wherever  they  Can  find  it  ? 

The  arbitrary  proceedingis  of  these  committees,  likewise, 
OBittot  fail  oi^|voducing  quarrels  and  dissemio&Sy  whiUi  "^^ 
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raise  partizans  of  government ;  and^  I  am  firmly  persuaded, 
that  the  colony,  even  by  their  own  a<Sls  and  deeds,  must  be 
brought  to  see  the  necessity  of  depending  on  its  mother  coun- 
try, and  of  embracing  its  authority.* 

*  The  following  paper s  have  fiot  yet  been  laid  before  Parliament • 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Ofiicers  under  the  command  of  hfe 
excellency  the  Right  Honourable  the  earl  of  Dunmore,  con^ 
venedat  Fort  Gower,  Nov,  5,  1774,  for  the  purpose  of  consi- 
dering tjie  grievances  of  British  America, 

Resolved,  That  we  will  bear  the  most  faithful  allegiance 
to  his  Majesty  King  George  the  Third,  whilst  his  Majesty 
delights  to  reign  over  a  brave  and  free  people ;  that  we  will, 
at  the  expence  of  life,  and  every  thinjj  dear  and  valuable,  exert 
ourselves  in  support  of  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  dig- 
nity of  the  British  Empire.  But,  as  the  love  of  liberty  and 
attachment  to  the  real  interests  and  just  rights  of  America, 
outweigh  every  other  consideration,  we  resolve  that  we  wiH 
exert  every  power  within  us  for  the  defence  of  American  liberty, 
and  for  the  support  of  her  just  rights  and  privileges  ;  not  in 
•any  precipitate,  riotous  or  tumultuous  manner,  but  when  re- 
gularly called  forth  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  our  countrymen. 
Signed  by  order  and  in  btrhalf  of  the  whole  corps, 

Benjamin  Ashby 

AfuuipoUs'^  Maryland^  December  14. 
At  a  Meeting  of  the  Deputies  appointed  by  the  several  Coun- 
ties of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  at  the  city  of  Annapolis,  by 
adjournment,  on  the  8th  day  of  December,  1774,  and  conti- 
nued till  the  1 2th  day  of  the  same  month,  were  present. 

For  St,  Alary^s  Count\ — John  Allen  Thomas,  Jeremiah  Jordan, 
Richard  Barnes,  John  De  Butts. 

Charles  County — John  Dent,  Daniel  Jenifer,  Thomas  Stone. 

Calvert  County — John  Weems^  Alexander  Somerville,  Richard 
Parran,  Edw:rd  Reynolds,  Benjamin  Mackall,  4th. 

Prince  George's  Couniy — William  Bowie,  Robert  Tyler,  Edw. 
Sprigj:,  John  Pvogers,  David  Crauford,  Josh.  Beall,  Oshborn 
Sprigs,  Walter  Bowie. 

Frederick  County — Cha.  Beauty,  Jacob  Funk,  Henry  Griffith, 
Tliomas  Trice,  Richard  Brooke,  Joseph  Chapline,  Upton 
Sheridine,  The.  Spri;^g  Wootlon 

Anm^Arundel  County  afui  Cify  of  Annapolis- —John  Hall,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Samual  Cliase,  William  Paca,  Matthias  Ham- 
mond, Charles  Carrol,  barrister;  Charles  Carrol,  of  Carrol- 
ton  j  BriceT.  B.  Worthington,  Tho,  Dorsey,  John  Wjccmsi 

BalMmore 
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The  House  in  committee. 

Lord  Barrington  moved.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  67,706!. 
7s.  id.  be  granted  for  the  service  of  the  year  1775^  to  enable 
tuis  Majesty  to  augment  his  land  forces  with  4^3  83  men,  officers 

Baltimore  County'^] ohn  Moale,  Thomas  Cockey  Deye,  Wal- 
ter Tolley,  Benjamin  Nicholson,  William  Buchanan,  John 
Boyd,  Samual  Worthington,  Charles  Ridgely. 

Harford  County-^^homsts  Bond,  John  Love,  Josias  Carvile 
Hall,  John  Paca,  Aquila  Paca,  Francis  Holland,  Aquila 
Hall,  Amos  Garret,  Richard  Dallam. 

Cacil  County-^  John  Veazy,  Joseph  Gilpin. 

Kent  County —  Tho.  Ringgold,  Joseph  Earle. 

^ueen^Ann^s,  County-^Jwoa.  Holliday,  Jn.    Brown,  Thomas 

.    Wright,  Turbutt  Wright. 

Caroline  Cw/w/y— Henry  Dickenson,  Benedift  Brice,  William 
Molleson,  Joshua  Clarke. 

Taliot  County-^Edw^rd  Lloyd. 
.  Dorchester  County — John  I)ickenson,  Thomas  Enhals,  Mat- 

'    thew  Brown,  Josiah  Richardson,  Zachariah  Campbell.. 

Somerset  County— PctcrW^ttrs,  George Dashiell^am.WiUson, 
Josiah  Pork,  Henry  Waggaman,  John  Winder,  Luther 
Martin. 

Worcester  County — ^Peter  Chaille,  William  Purncl,  Samuel 
Handy,  Smith.  Bishop,  Nehemiah  Holland. 

JOHN   HALL,  in  the  Chair. 
John  Duckett,  Clerk. 

The  proceedings  of  the  continental  congress  were  read^  con- 
sidered, and  unanimously  approved.  Resolved,  That  every 
•  member  of  this  convention  will,  and  every  person  in  the  pro- 
vince ought,  stridUy  and  inviolably  to  observe  and  carry  into 
execution  the  association  agreed  on  by  the  said  continental 
congress. 

On  motion,  resolved  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this 
convention  be  given,  by  the  chairman,  to  the  gentlemen  who 
represented  this  province  as  deputies  in  the  late  continental 
congress,  for  their  faithful  discharge  of  that  important  trust : 
and  the  same  was  done  accoKiingly. 

To  increase  our  flocks  of  sheep,  and  thereby  promote  the 
woollen  manufafture  in  this  province.  Resolved,  That  no  per- 
son ought  to  kill  any  lamb,  dropt  before  the  first  day  of  May 
yearly,  or  other  sheep,  after  the  first  day  of  January  next,  un^ 
der  four  years  of  age. 

Oa  %^ 
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and  notr-commissioned  officers  included.  His  lordship  iittro- 
duced  liis  motion  trhh  explaining  the  several  military  ammge- 
ments ;  with  statix^  the  force  to  be  kept  at  Boston^  which  faff 
said  would  be  about  lo^ooo  men,  and  with  givii^g 


To  incrca^  the  manufadhu-e  of  linen  or  cotton,  Resplved,^ 
That  every  planter  and  farmer  ought  to  raise  as  much  flax, 
hemp,  and  cottcm,  as  he  conveniently  can ;  and  the  cultivation 
thereof  is  particularly  recommended  to  such  inhabitants  of  this 
province,  whose  lands  are  best  adapted  to  that  purpose^ — and 
Resolved,  That  no  flax-«ced,  of  the  growth  of  the  present 
year,  ought  to  be  purchased  for  exportation  after  the  twelfth 
day  of  this  montli. 

It  being  represented  to  this  convention,  that  many  mer- 
chants and  traders  of  this  province,  from  a  scarcity  of  cash  to 
make  their  remittances,  and  other  causes,  had  sold  their  goods» 
within  twelve  months  next  before  the  twentieth  day  of  O£lo- 
ber  last,  at,  and  sometimes  even  below,  the  prime  cost  $  and 
that,  in  many  different  parts  of  this  province,  merchants  had 
vended  their  goods  at  a  very  indifferent  advance  on  the  prime 
cost ;  and  it  appearing  to  this  convention  to  be  unjust,  ta 
eompel  such  merchants  to  sell  their  goods  at  prime  cost,  and 
that  one  general  rule,  allowing  a  reasonable  profit  to   the   . 
trader,  and  preventing  him  from  taking  advantage  of  thii 
scarcity  of  goods  which  may  be  occasioned  by  the' non-impor- 
tation, would  give  great  satisfa6lion  to  the  merchants  and 
people    of  this   province,— -Resolved  unanimously.  That  no 
merchant  ought  to  sell  his  goods,  at  wholesale,  for  more  than 
112  one  half  per  cent. — ^at  retail,  for  cash,  for  more  than  130 
per  cent. —  on  credit,  for  more  than  150  per  cent  advance  on 
the  prime  cost ;  and  that  no  merchant,  or  other  person,  ought 
to  engross  .any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize  whatsoever.— 
And  m  c^se  any  question  .should  arise,  respecting  the  prime 
tost  of  goods,  every  merchant  or  fa<5tor,  possessing  or  o\vning 
such  goods,  ought  to  ascertain  the  same  on  oath,  if  requested 
to  do  it  by  the  committee. 

As  a  further  regulation,  to  enforce  an  observance  of  the  late 
continental  association, — Resolved  unanimously,  That  in  all 
cases,  where  breaches  of  the  continental  association,  or  there- 
solves  of  this  convention,  shall  happen  and  be  declared  such 
by  any  committee  of  a  county,  no  geiitleman  of  the  law  ought 
to  bring  or  prosecute  any  suit  whatever  for  such  offence* 
And,  if  any  faftor  shall  commit  any  breach  of  the  said  associ- 
ation or  resolves,  that  no  gentleman  of  the  law,  ought  to  bring 
or  prosecute  any  suit,  for  any  debt  due  to  the  store^of  which 

the 
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assurances,  that  no  more  troops  would  be  wanted  to  enforce 
the  execution  of  the  laws  :  and  added>  that  part  of  the  addi- 
tional expencc  would  be  incurred  by  the  appointment  of  some 
additional  ofBcers  to  each  regiment. 

■  ■  '  ■  ■      I    ■  -  ,.  .  .     .,  ^,      I .1  ■  III  III  m. 

the  said  faftor  has  the  management,  after  notice  as  afore- 
said. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  earnestly  recommended,  by  this  con- 
vention to  the  people  of  this  province,  that  the  determinations 
of  the  several  county  committees  be  observed  and  acquiesced 
in  :  That  no  persons,  except  members  of  the  committees,  un- 
dertake to  meddle  with  or  determine  any  question,  respe<5Hng 
the  construdtion  of  the  association,  entered  into  by  the  conti- 
nental congress:  and  that  peace  and  good  order  be  inviolably 
maintained  throughout  this  province. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  if  the  late  a£b  of  Parliament,, 
relative  to  the  Massachuset's-Bay,  shall  be  attempted  to  be 
'  carried  into  execution,  by  force  in  that  colony,  or,  if  the 
assumed  power  of  Parliament  to  tax  the  colonies  shall  be  at- 
tempted to  be  carried  into  execution  by  force,  in  that  or  any 
-other  colony,  that,  in  such  case,  this  province  will  support  such 
colony  to  the  utmost  in  their  power. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  a  well  regulated  militia,  com- 
'  posed  of  the  gentlemen,  freeholders,  and  other  freemen,  is  the 
■natural  strength  and  only  stable  security  of  a  free  government, 
and  that  such  militia  will  relieve  our  mother  country  from  any 
cxpence  in  our  proteftion  and  defence ;  will  obviate  the  pre- 
tence of  a  necessity  for  taxing  us  on  that  account,  and  render 
it  unnecessary  to  keep  any  standing  army  (ever  dangerous  to  li-  . 
berty)  in  this  province.  And  therefore  it  is  recommended  to 
«uch  of  the  said  inhabitants  of  this  province,  as  are  from  six- 
teen to  fifty  years  of  age,  to  form  themselves  into  companies 
of  sixty-eight  men ;  to  chuse  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  an  . 
ensign,  four  Serjeants,  four  corporals,  and  one  drummer,  for 
each  company ;  and  use  their  utmost  endea\  ours  to  make 
themselves  masters  of  their  military  exercise.  That  each  man 
may  be  provided  with  a  good  firelock  and  bayonet  fitted  thcre» 
on,  half  a  pound  of  powder,  two  pounds  of  lead,  and  a  cartouch- 
box,  or  powder  horn  and  bag  for  ball,  and  be  in  readiness  to 
irfk  on  any  emergency. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  it  is  recommended  to  the  com*, 
mittees  of  each  county  to  raise  by  subscription,  or  in  such 
other  voluntary  manner  as  they  may  think  proper,  and  will 
be  most  agreeablo  to  their  respective  counties,  such  sums  of 

63  money 
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Colonel  Barre  fi^id^  such  appointment  was  putting  the  nation 
to  an  unnecessary  expence,  as  it  was  to  no  manner  of  purpose. 

Lord  Barrington  replied,  This  appointment  would  tdce  place 
only  in  such  regiments  as  were  on  adhial  service^  and  as  the 

money  as,  with  any  monies  already  raised,  will  amount  to  the 
following  sums  in  the  respedlive  counties,  to  wit : 

£'  £' 

In  St. Mary's  county  600  Worcester  -  .533 

Charles      *        -  800  Somerset  -  533 

Calvert     -            -  365  Dorchester  -  480 

Prince  George's  833  Caroline  -  358 

Anne-Arundel  866  Talbot  -  400 

Frederick        -  1333  Queen- Anne's  533 

Baltimore         -  933  Kent         -         -  566 

Harford         -       -  466  Caecil         -         -  400 

£.  IO,CCO 

And  that  the  committees  of  the  respeftive  counties  lay  out, 
the  same  in  the  purchase  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  the  use 
of  such  county,  to  be  secured  and  kept  in  proper  and  conve- 
nient places,  under  the  direction  of  the  said  committees. 
.  Resolved  unanimously.  That  it  will  be  necessary  that  a  pro- 
vincial meeting  of  deputies,  chosen  by  the  several  counties  of 
this  province,  should  be  held  in  the  city  of  Annapolis,  on  Mon- 
day the  24th  day  of  April  next,  unless  American  grievances 
be  redressed  before  that  time;  and  therefore,  we  reconunend 
that  the  several  counties  of  this  province  chuse  deputies,  as 
soon  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  attend  such-  meeting.  And 
the  committee  of  the  correspondence  for  this  province,  are 
impowered  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  said  deputies,  before  the 
said  24th  day  of  April,  if  they  shall  esteem  it  necessary. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  contributions  from  the  several 
counties  of  this  province,  for  supplying  the  necessities,  and 
alleviating  the  distresses  of  our  brethren  at  Boston,  ought  to  be 
continued  in  such  manner,  and  so  long,  as  their  occasions  may 
require ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committees  of  each 
county,  to  colle^l:  and  transmit  the  same  as  soon  as  possible. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Honourable  Matthew 
Tileham,  and  John  Hall,  Samual  Chase,  Thomas  Johiison, 
junior,  Charles  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  Charles  Carroll,  bar- 
rister, and  William  Paca,  Esqrs.  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  be  a  committee  of  correspondence  for  this  province. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  Hon.  Matthew  Tilghman, 
and  'fhomas  Johnson  junior,  I^-obert  Goldsborough,  William 

Paca^ 
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operations  against  the  Americans  were  intended  to  be  carried 
on  by  detachments,  an  additional  number  of  officers  would 
consequently  be  wanting. 

Colonel  Barre  agreed  to  this  reasoning,  if  that  was  the 
mode  meant  to  be  adopted,  in  case  of  hostilities. 
...  Mr.  Coxe  was  strong  against  the  resolution,  and  severe 
against  the  authors  of  so  weak,  cruel,  and  unnatur-al  a  mea- 
sure ;  but  said,  he  would  not  divide  the  House,  as  he  must 
know  before  hand  what  would  be  the  event. 

Right  Hon.  T.  Ttnvnshend  insisted,  that  nearly  half  the 
number  of  men,  and  all  the  officers  now  wanted,  might  be 
taken  from  the  half-pay  and  Chelsea  out-pension  lists,  without 
putting  the  nation  to  the  heavy  expence  now  proposed.  He 
said,  that  there  were  i6;oco  out-pensioners,  many  of  whom 

Paca,  Samual  Chase,  John  Hall,  and  Thomas  Stone,  Esqrs. 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  be  delegates  to  represent  this 
province  in  the  next  continental  congress,  and  that  they,  or 
any  three  or  more  of  them,  have  full  and  ample  power  to.  con- 
sent and  agree  to  all  measures,  which  such  congress  shall  deem 
necessary  and  effedlual  to  obtain  a  redress  of  American  griev- 
ances-, and  this  province  bind  themselves  to  execute,  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power,  all  resolutions  which  the  said  congress 
may  adopt.  And  further,  if  the  said  congress  shall  think  ne- 
cessary to  adjourn,  we  do  authorize  our  said  delegates  to  re- 
present and  Ti&i  for  this  province,  in  any  one  congress  to  be  held 
by  virtue  of  such  adjournment. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  it  is  recommended  to  the  seve- 
ral colonies  and  provinces,  to  enter  into  such  or  the  like  reso- 
lutions, for  mutual  defence  and  prote(Sl:ion,  as  are  entered  into 
by  this  province. 

As  our  opposition  to  the  settled  plan  of  the  British  Admini- 
stration to  enslav6  America,  will  be  strengthened  by  an  union 
of  all  ranks  of  men  in  this  province,  we  do  most  earnestly  re- 
commend, that  all  former  differences  about  religion  or  politics, 
and  all  private  animosities  and  quarrels  of  every  kind,  from 
henceforth  cease  and  be  for  ever  buried  in  oblivion  5  and  we 
intreat,  w,e  conjure  every  man,  by  his  duty  to  God,  his  coun- 
try, and  his  posterity,  cordially  to  unite  in  defence  of  our  com- 
mon rights  and  liberties. 

Ordered^  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  by 
the  committee  of  correspondence  .  for  this  province,  to  the 
committees  of  correspondence  for  the  several  colonies,  and  be 
also  published'  in  the  Maryland  gazette. 

By  Order,  John  Duckett,  Clerk* 

O4 
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were  fit  for  aftu^l  service )  and  if  they  were  not,  they  were  at 
least  fit  to  supply  the  places  of  the  drafts  that  might  be  sent  to 
complete  the  regiments  now  at  Boston  ;  that  many  of  them 
were  young  men ;  and,  on  the  whole,  contended  that  the 
greatest  part  of  the  expeiKC  now  proposed  might  be  saved,  as 
the  difference  of  pay  between  the  pensioners  and  those  doing 
duty  was  not  above  a  penny  a  day. 

Colonel  Bane  reminded  lord  North  of  what  had  fallen  from 
him  on  a  former  occasion,  that  we  should  want  no  new  levies 
for  enforcing  measures  against  Boston,  as  with  the  regiments 
from  Ireland,  and  the  troops  quartered  in  America,  the  force 
would  be.  fully  sufficient. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  he  did  not  rccolle£k  any  such  ex- 
pression ;  that  it  must  be  a  mistake,  as  the  paper  he  now  hdd 
in  his  hand  was  the  same  he  spoke  from^  when  he  was  sup- 
posed to  make  use  of  the  words  now  alkided  to  by  the  ho* 
iiourable  gentleman ;  it  must  therefore  have  been  a  great  mis- 
take to  say  that  the  troops  already  in  other  parts  of  Ame- 
rica w<^e  intended  to  be  sent  to  Boston,  when  the  proposition 
now  laid  before  the  committee  was  adbially  determined  op. 

The  question  being  put,  the  House  divided,  ayes  91, 
noes  15. 

February  16. 
Report  from  the  committee  of  yesterday. 
Mr.  Hartley  observed,  that  as  we  had  hitherto  proceeded 
totally  in  the  dark,  and  as  we  had  determined  on  measures 
without  any  sufficient  previous  information,  so  we  were  re- 
solved to  continue  to  proceed  in  the  same  blind  blundering 
maimer.  We  first  agree  to  go  to  war,  without  enquiring  into 
the  motives  that  should  induce  us  to  take  so  momentous  a 
step,  and  then  consent  to  employ  a  certain  number  of  forces, 
without  being  acquainted  with  the  particular  services  for  which 
they  are  destined.  He  should,  he  said,  be  therefore  glad  to 
know,  from  the  noble  lord  who  moved  it  in  the  committee, 
and  who  infonned  the  House  that  this  cruel  and  unnatural 
war  was  to  be  carried  on  by  detachments,  the  mode  in  which 
those  detachments  were  to  be  colle<^ed  in  the  first  instance, 
and  likewise  where  thev  were  to  be  stationed. 

Lord  Barrvigton  replied,  that  it  was  impossible  to  answer 
the  honourable  gentleman's  question  precisely,  as  the  opera* 
lions  of  war  must  be  governed  solely  by  the  circumstances^ 
which  could  not  at  present  be  foreseen  or  pointed  out. 

Sir  George  Savi/e  spoke  much  again t  the  power  vested  in  the 
commander  in  chief;  and  in  the  course  of  his  observations  made 
some  very  severe  and  pointed  strictures  on  the  Quebec  Bill. 
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Lord  Seauf:iatftp  replied  idiortly  to  Sir  Geoi^e  Saviki  and 
warmly  defended  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  Quebec  bilL 

Lord  Norti  gave  notice,- that  he  would  next  day  present 
the  bill  for  restraining  the  five  New  England  provinces  from 
fishing  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  j  and  £br  prohibiting 
the  American  colonies  from  trading,  or  carrying  on  any  com^ 
merte  but  with  Great  Britain,  Ireland  and  the  West  India 
inlands. 

February  i^. 

Lord  North  presented  the  bill  abovemeritionedj  it  was  enti- 
tled, a  bill  to  restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  province 
of  Massachuset's  Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  and  colony  of 
Connefticut  and  Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantation  in 
North  America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British 
inlands  in  the  West  Indies;  and  to  prohibit  such  provinces 
and  colonies  from  carrying  on  any  fishery  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  or  other  pbces  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under 
certain  conditions,  and  for  a  limited  time;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  condemned  tiie  bill  in  the  most  reproachful 
terms;  and  said,  he  should  never  give  his  consent  to  its  being 
read  a  second  time,  as  he  thought  it  a  most  infamous  bill 
throughout,  as  well  in  principle  as  every  obje6l  it  had  in  view. 

Mr.  Johnstone  was  also  severe  upon  it.  He  said  he  heartily 
disliked  it,  and  would  oppose  it  in  every  stage  of  its  progress. 

Lord  North  moved  that  the  bill  be  read  a  second  time  on 
the  23d. 

Lord  George  Cavendish  observed,  that  the  23d  was  an  im- 
proper day,  Hindon  report  being  to  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion on  that  day;  he  thought  it  better  therefore  to  have  it 
postponed. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  any  inconvenience  of  that  kind 
would  be  easily  removed. 

Adjourned  to  the  20th. 

February  20. 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  the 

Earl  of  Dartmouth. 

[^Received  this  Day.] 

My  Lord,  Boston^  January  18,  1775. 

rr  was  thought  impossible  that  the  phrenzy  which  had  seized 
th^  people  could  be  of  very  long  duration,  unless  constantly 
supported  by  new  events;  and  there  were  hopes,  if  tranquillity 
could  be  for  a  time  preserved,  that  people  woidd  have  leisure 
for  reflection  and  think  seriously  ojt  their  danger,  though  the 
Readers  have  taken  pains  to  assure  tbcm  that  Great  Britaux 
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would  be  deterred  from  pursuing  her  measures,  through  their 
resolute  opposition  to  them,  and  the  resolves  of  the  continental 
congress.  I  find  by  accounts  from  several  parts  of  the  country* 
that  those  hopes  were  not  without  foundation,  that  the  people's 
minids  are  greatly  cooled,  and  many  begin  to  want  courts  of 
justice,  and  that  the  friends  of  government  have  shewn  them- 
selves openly  in  many  places.  I  conceive  the  press,  which  has 
'  been  more  open  to  government  than  usual,  to  have  been  of  very 
great  use,  through  which  channel  the  conduft  of  the  leaders  has 
been  laid  open,  and  the  absurdity  of  the  resolves  of  the  con- 
tinental congress  exposed  in  a  masterly  manner,  which  has 
served  to  lower  that  impression  of  high  importance,  which 
the  congress  had  made  upon  people's  minds. 

1  hoped  to  have  procured  an  association  of  many  consi- 
derable people  in  this  town,  but  find  them  more  shy  of  making 
open  declarations,  notwithstanding  they  are  protected,  than 
people  are  in  the  country  where  they  depend  only  on  them- 
selves and  their  friends  for  security.  They  give  for  excuse, 
that  they  must  first  know  the  resolutions  from'  home  on  all 
that  has  passed  in  this  country,  and  that  it  is  time  to  declare 
when  they  are  assured  that  the  mother  country  will  not  relax, 
but  resolve  to  pursue  her  measures.  If  they  begin  to  associate 
in  the  town,  it  is  likely  they  will  also  fall  on  means  to  pay  for 
the  tea,  for  as  they  are  mostly  traders  it  would  be  very  advan- 
.  tageous  for  them  to  have  the  port  opened,  in  the  present  con- 
juncture of  their  commercial  affairs. 

We  hear  from  New  Hampshire,  that  the  people  who  were 
concerned  in  the  rash  action  against  Fort  William  and  Mary 
in  that  province,  are  terrified  at  what  they  have  done,  and 
only  anxious  to  obtain  pardon  for  their  offence. 

The  House  in  committee  on  American  affairs. 
Sir  Charles  Whitworth  in  the  Chair. 

Ivord  Ncrth.  Sir,  as  I  mean  to  offer  to  consideration  sopie 
propositions  which  may  be  the  ground  of  a  resolution  in  this 
committee,  and  which  I  conceive  to  be  founded  on  the  address 
which  the  House  presented  to  his  Majesty,  I  desire  that  the 
address  may  be  read. 

[Address  read.] 

His  lordship  remarked,  that  the  address,  both  as  it  was  pro- 
posed, and  in  the  sense  in  which  it  was  understood  when 
agreed  to,  meant  to  hold  out  to  the  Americans,  that  on  the 
matter  of  taxation,  although  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain 
could  never  give  up  the  right,  although  it  must  always 
inaintain  the  doctrine  that  every  part  of  die  empire  must  be 
bound  to  bear  its  share  of  service  and  burthen  in  the  comipon 
defence,  yet  as  to  the  matter  of  that  right,  and  with  respect  to 
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the  mode  of  the  contribution,  if  the  end  could  be  obtained, 
and  if  the  Americans  would  propose  any  means  and  give  as- 
surance of  the  prosecution  of  those  means  by  which  they 
should  contribute  their  share  to  the  common  defence,  he  had 
said,  he  did  not  apprehend  'Parliament  would  hesitate  a  mo- 
'ment  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  that  right;  but  would  con- 
cede to  the  Americans  raising  their  share  of  the  contributioa 
by  themselves.  This  was  the  direct  and  avowed  sense,  in 
which  the  resolution  for  the  address  was  moved.  I  publicly, 
said  his  lordship,  gave  my  opinion,  and  very  explicitly  said, 
that  if  the  Americans  would  propose  to  Parliament  any  mode  ' 
by  which  they  would  engage  themselves  to  raise,  in  their  own 
way,  and  by  their  own  grants,  their  share  of  cqntribution  to 
their  common  defence,  the  quarrel  on  the  subject  of  taxation 
was  at  an  end. 

As  nearly  as  I  can  recolledl,  these  were  my  very  words,  but 
these,  Sir,  were  the  words  only  of  a  private  member  of  Par- 
liament— they  were  but  opinion  given  in  debate.  The  words 
contained  in  the  address  seem  to  many  gentlemen  to  require 
this  comment,  this  explanation,  by  Parliament  itself,  in  some 
clear,  explicit  and  definitive  opinion.  That  if  the  promise  of 
indulgence  on  this  point  of  taxation  means  really  to  hold  out 
the  grounds  of  peace,  we  ought  to  explain  on  what  terms  we 
will  accede  to  it;  and  what  the  propositions  are,  which  we  are 
willing  to  accept.  To  be  explicit  then  as  to  my  own  opinion, 
I  must  say,  that  if  the  dispute  in  which  the  Americans  have 
engaged  goes  to  the  whole  of  our  authority,  we  can  enter  into 
no  negociation,  we  can  meet  no  compromise.  If  it  be  only  as  , 
to  tlie  suspension  of  the  exercise  of  our  right,  or  as  to  the 
mode  of  laying  and  raising  taxes  for  a  contribution  towards 
the  common  defence,  he  thought  it  would  be  just,  it  would  be 
wise  to  meet  any  fair  propostion,  which  may  con\e  in  an  au- 
thentic way  from  any  province  or  colony :  and  on  tliis  ground 
it  was,  that  he  would  propose  to  the  committee  the  resolution 
which  he  then  read;  as  follows. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  when  the  go- 
vernor, council,  and  assembly,  or  general  court  of  his  Majestjr's 
provinces,*  or  colonies,  shall  propose  to  make  provision  accord- 
ing to  their  respeftive  conditions,  circumstances,  and  situa- 
tions, for  contributing  their  proportion  to  the  common  de- 
fence; such  proportion  to  be  raised  under  the  authorities  of 
the  general  court,  or  general  assembly  of  such  province  or 
colony,  and  disposable  by  Parliament;  and  shall  engage  to 
make  provision  also  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government, 
and  the  administration  of  justice  in  such  province  or  colony. 
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it  will  be  proper,  if  such  proposal  shall  be  approved  by  Jus  Ma* 
jesty  in  Parliament,  and  for  so  long  as  sudi  provision  shall  be 
made  accordingly,  to  forbear  in  respe<Sl  of  such,  province  or 
colony,  to  levy  any  duties,  tax,  or  assessment,  or  to  impose  any 
further  duty,  tax,  or  assessment,  except  only  such  duties  as' it 
may  be  expedient  to  impose  for  the  regulation  of  commerce  i 
the  nett  produce  of  the  duties  last  mentioned  to  be  carried  to 
the  account  of  such  province,  colony,  or  plantation  respeftively. 

This  resolution,  he  added,  marked  the  ground  on  which 
negociation  might  take  place.  It  wzs  explicit,  and  delined 
the  terms,  and  specified  the  persons  from  whom  the  proposab 
must  come,  and  to  whom  they  must  be  made.  It  pointed  out 
the  end  and  purpose  for  wliich  the  contributions  are  to  be 
given,  and  the  persons  from  whom  the  grant  of  them  is  to  originate. 
It  takes  away  every  ground  of  suspicion  as  to  the  appropriation 
of  the  revenue  when  raised,  to  purposes  for  which  the  Ameri- 
cans never  would  grant  it.  And  from  the  nature  of  it  is  seen^ 
that  it  must  be  conclusive  so  long' as  the  Americans  observe 
the  agreement.  But  many  objedlions  from  various  quarters* 
and  on  different  grounds,  will  be  made  to  it.  If  there  be  any 
persons  who  think  we  ought  to  make  no  advances  towards 
accommodation,  because  they  understand  such  to  be  conces- 
sions which  we  ought  not  to  make.  If  there  are  any  who  ms^y 
tliink  the  terms  which  this  resolution  holds  out  are  disadvan- 
tageous, I  would  not  wish  them  to  agree  to  it.  But  they  will 
give  me  leave  (who  think,  that  even  were  we  to  impose  terms 
in  the  hour  of  viftory  itself,  this  proposition  would  be  a  good, 
would  be  a  just  one)  to  propose  it  now,  before  ^ny  blood  is 
shed.  .  Some  gentlemen  may  ask  the  question — will  you  treat 
with  rebels  ?  I  am  not  treating  with  rebels — it  has  never  been 
yet  said,  that  all  the  Americans  are  rebels,  or  that  all  the  co- 
lonies are  in  rebellion — It  cannot,  I  hope,  be  said.  There  is 
certainly  iA  the  province  of  Massachusetts  a  rebellion — but» 
Sir,  could  I  open  a  door  even  to  rebels  to  return  to  their  duty» 
I  should  be  happy.  The  specific  rebellion  of  the  Massachu^- 
set's  is,  that  the  people  of  the  province  rejeft  and  oppose.:with 
force  of  arms  the  government,  as  established  by  the  King  and 
Parliament.  The  moment  that  they  acknowledge  that  govern- 
ment, and  meet  in  assembly  to  aft  under  it,  the  rebelhon  is  at 
an  end.  The  propositions  contained  in  the  resolution,  form 
express  declaration,  and  do  not  begin  a  negociation. 

Others  perhaps  will  say,  it  is  proper  that  Parliament  should 
bind  itself — I  answer,  that  whenever  Parliament  confirms  an 
aH  agreement,  it  always  does  bind  itself. 

Others  will  look  to  the  effeft,  and  ask  what  consequences 

do 
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do  you  expcft  from  this? — ^Will  you  in  the  mean  time  suspend 
your  operations  of  force? — Certainly  not.     The  putting  our- 
selves off  our  guard,  is  certainly  not  the  way  to  treat  on  safe 
grounds  (Mr  with  effeib     The  ground,  he  obserred,  on  which 
we  stood  at  present,  is  in  all  human  probability  such  as  will 
enable  us  to  enforce  what  we  have  a  right  to  demand-^-And  29 
therefore  the  most  likely  to  claim  attention,  and  to  produce 
that  effedt  by  peace,  which  we  arc  otherwise  in  a  situation  ta 
procure  by  tforce  of  arms.     Whether  the  Americans  will  ac- 
cede to  this  or  not,  must  depend  on  various  circumstances  that 
cannot  be  iforeseen.     If  their  outward  pretensions  be  the  real 
principles  of  the  opposition  whicli  they  have  made,  they  must, 
consistent  with  those  principles,  agree  to  this  proposition.     If 
they  do  not  meet  us  on  this  ground,  it  will  evince  that  they 
have,  other  views,  and  are  actuated  by  other  motives.     It  will 
have  been  wise,  it  will  have  been  just,  it  will  have  been  hu- 
mane, that  we  have  held  out  the  terms  of  peace— if  they  reject 
it,  their  Wood  must  be  upon  their  own  heads — but  I  have  better 
hopes.     There  are  people,  and  I  hope  whole  colonies,  that 
wish  for  peace;  and  by  these  means,  1  hope  they  willfind 
their  way  to  it. 

Governor  PownalL  Sir,  when  in  the  last  session  of  the 
last  Parliament,  I  marked  to  the  House  that  the  circumstances 
of  the  American  ai&irs  were  brought  to  a  crisis,  and  that  that 
crisis  was  actually  in  event,  wherein  all  opinion  as  to  the 
modes  of  policy  must  be  useless  and  at  an  end,  and  that  your 
future  deliberation  would  be  only  employed  on  measures  of 
force,  I  took  my  leave  of  debate  on  this  subject;  I  had  imposed 
on  myself  a  determined  silence,  and  since  I  have  had  the  ho- 
nour of  a  seat  in  this  Parliament,  have  adhered  invariably  to 
that  resolution. 

I  have  been  always  an  advocate  for  the  colonies,  and  the 
British  subje^ls  in  America.  I  have  always  defended  their 
rights,  where  I  thought  any  infraction  was  made  on  them. 
Where  they  have  got  into  disputes  on  points  where  I  could  not 
think  they  were  right,  I  have  endeavoured  to  excuse  or  ex- 
tenuate their  fault :  where  I  could  not  do  that,  I  have  yet  at 
all  times  endeavoured  to  alleviate  the  resentment  which  may 
liave  been  raised  in  this  country  against  them-^it  would  not 
therefore  be  suitable  to  the  conduct  which  I  have  held,  nor 
could  I  feel  it  proper  for  me  to  become  their  accuser  and  their 
persecutor,  as  some  governors  have  done;  much  less  could  I 
ever  bring  myself  to  calumniate  them. 

I  had  early  opportunity  of  seeing  the  commencement  of 
thi$  bttsiaess.     I  was  at  the  congress  held  at  Albany  in  the 
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year  X7j;4.  I  had  the  means  of  then  knowing  the  real  opi- 
nions of  some  of  the  first  men  of  business  and  ability  in  that 
country.  I  saw  that  a  crisis  of  this  nature  was  then  taking  its 
rise.  I  have  in  the  course  of  my  employment  in  that  country 
fcen  the  progressive  advance  of  it :  the  whole  scope  therefore 
of  my  conduft  whilst  I  was  employed,  and  of  every  opinion 
which  I  have  given,  whenever  I  have  been  listened  to,  has 
been  to  advise  such  modes  of  policy ^  as  might  prevent  matters 
coming  to  the  point  at  which  they  are  now  arrived  :  but  when 
I  saw  that  such  advice  neither  in  this  country  nor  America 
was  listened  to— ^that  matters  were  a^hially  come  to  force^  and 
all  modes  of  policy  ceased  to  have  effect,  and  were  at  an  end, 
I  would  not  become  an  adviser  of  measures  of  force ^  nor  ever 
have  been  advised  with  in  them.  Yet  taking  up  the  matter 
on  the  ground  whereon  it  now  stands,  without  consideration 
of  that  influence  either  of  persons  or  things  that  have  caused 
this  effect ;  without  looking  into  the  conduft  of  various  sets 
rf  men,  and  various  ministers,  with  whom  I  never  had  any 
conne6lion,  and  with  whom  I  never  shall  form  any ;  having 
stood  and  being  determined  to  remain  unconnedled  with  all 
parties  \  speaking  my  own  private  sentiments,  looking  to 
things  and  not  to  men,  I  adt  from  my  own  principles.  On 
this  ground,  having  by  my  publications  pledged  myself  to  the 
public,  I  wish  to  be  tried  and  judged  by  those  principles,  and 
I  challenge  any  one  to  say,  that  I  have  ever  vai*ied  either  in 
my  principles  or  in  my  conduct.  Taking  then  the  matter  on 
the  ground  whereon  it  now  stands ;  when  I  see  that  the  Ame- 
ricans are  adhially  resisting  that  government  which  is  derived 
from  the  Crown,  and  by  the  authority  of  Parliament ;  when 
I  see  them  opposing  rights  which  they  have  always  acknow- 
ledged, and  for  asserting  which,  I  could  produce  the  best  au- 
thority (I  mean  their  own  authority,  as  expressed  by  one  of 
their  ablest  agents)  when  I  see  them  arming  and  arraying 
themselves,  and  carrying  tlys  opposition  into  force  by  arms  \ 
seeing  the  question  brought  to  an  issue,  not  on  a  point  of 
right  but  a  trial  of  power  ;  I  cannot  but  say,  that  it  is  become 
necesary  that  this  country  should  arm  also.  It  is  become  ne- 
cessary, that  this  government  shoulJ  oppose  its  force  tp  force; 
when  that  force  is  to  be  employed  only  in  maintaining  the 
laws  and  constitution  of  the  empire,  'i  hese,  Sir,  are  my  rea- 
sons for  acquiescing  (though  I  have  neither  advised,  nor  beei\.. 
advised  with)  in  measures  of  force.  The  Americans  them- 
selves have  rendered  them  necessary  :  but.  Sir,  another  reason 
which  has  weighed  with  me,  as  to  the  mode  of  those  measures, 
is,  that  it  is  founded  in  precedents,  the  authority  of  which  I 

am 
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•  am  sure  gentlemen  that  may  at  present  disapprove  them,  wQl 
not  rejeft.  I  refer  myself  to  the  Parliament  that  sat  after  the 
execution  of  Charles  the  First,  when  the  government  was 
formed  into  a  republic ;  a  Parliament  that  perfeftly  under- 
stood the  distin<Stion  between  that  resistance  which  is  justifi- 
able, and  that  which  is  rebellion.  The  colonies  affecling  to 
be  the  subje<Sh  of  the  King  only,  and  not  subordinate  to  the 
state,  revolted  from  the  government  of  the  state,  denied  the 
authority  of  Parliament,  and  sat  up  a  government  of  their 
own,  independent  of  that  state  and  •  Parliament.  The  case  is 
not  very  diflFerent  from  what  has  been  aff^ed  to  be  stated  in 
the  present  situation  of  tilings — See  then  what  was  the  method 
taken  by  that  Parliament :  they  made  a  law  totally  to  prohi- 
bit from  trade  Virginia,  Barbadoes,  and  the  rest  of  the  colo- 
li^cs  which  wert  under  that  revolt ;  and  as  it  is  a  precedent 

'  which  has  weighed  with  me  for  acquiescing  in  th)e  proposi- 
tion of  bringing  in  a  bill  to  restrain  the  colonies  of  Ncw-Eng-  . 
land  from  trade,  other  than  to  England,  and  from  fishing, 
imtil  they  acknowledged  the  authority  of  Parliament  j  and  as 
it  contains  not  only  a  prohibitory,  but  a  declaratory  law  of  the 
right  of  Parliament,  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  it  :*  but  although 

^M"'  I ■    ■     ^—     —■■■■II         ■     ■■■—■■      ...^l  ■     ».^«..-  ■  ■■    I  ■■■■»■  ,  ,■■■■1      ■— MM      .         ■      ^W      IWM       I.  ■■  ^—ii— 1^1  I  I    mm 

*  The  law  he  referred  to  is  in  Scobell's  adts  and  ordinances 
1650,  cap.  28.  Whereas  in  Virginia,  and  in  the  islands  of  Bar- 
badoes, Antigua,  St.  Christopher's,  Mevias,  Montserrat,  Ber- 
mudas, and  divers  other  islands  and  places  in  America,  there 
hath  been  and  are  colonies  and  plantations,  which  were  planted 
at  the  cost,  and  settled  by  the  people,  and  by  authority  of  this 
nation,  which  are  and  ought  to  be  subordinate  to,  and  de- 
pendent upon  England;  and  hath  ever  since  the  planting 
thereof  been,  and  ought  to  be,  subjeft  to  such  laws,  orders, 
and  regulations,  as  are,  and  shall  be  made  by  the  Parliament 
of  England  :  and  whereas  divers  a6ls  of  rebellion  have  been 
committed  by  many  persons  inhabiting  in  Barbadoes,  Antigua, 
Bermudas,  and  Virginia,  whereby  they  have  most  traitorously, 
by  force  and  subtilty,  usurped  a  power  of  government,  and 
seized  the  estates  of  many  well  afFedled  persons  into  their 
hands,  and  banished  others,  and  have  set  up  themselves  in  op- 
position to,  and  distinct  from  this  state  and  commonwealth  5 
many  of  their  chief  a<5lors  in,  and  promoters  of  these  rebel- 
lions, having  been  transported  and  carried  over  to  the  said 
plantations  in  foreign  ships,  without  leave,  licence,  or  consent 
of  the  Parliament  of  England  •,  the  Parliament  of  England 
taking  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  finding  themselves 
obliged  to  use  all  speedy,  lawful,  and  just  means,  for  the  sup- 
pression 
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I  have  acquiesced  in  those  measures,  my  eye  has  always  looked 
to  peace,  nor  have  my  endeavours  ever  ceased  to  labour  for  it, 
and  I  seize  this  first  moment,  in  which  I  cannot  bnt  hope  I 
see  some  dawn  of  peace,  to  speak  to  it  for  this  once  more. 
At  present  matters  are  come  to  the  last  extremity— this  coun- 
try and  America  are  in  the  situation  of  open  and  declared 
war  5  they  are  on  the  very  point  of  striking  the  blow  which 
must  be  the  beginning  of  shedding  of  blood.  When  two  in- 
dependent nations  are  in  that  situation,  they  generally,  amidst 
their  friends  and  allies,  can  find  some  common  mediator,  that, 
may  at  least  bring  them  to  some  terms  of  conference,  some 
mode  of  explanation,  that  may  avert  the  war  that  is  ready  to 
commence ;  but  where  can  that  mediator  be  found  that  caA 
stand  forward  between  the  subjects  and  the  government  'of  a 
country.  Who  can  have  sufficient  authority  to  interpose  in 
such  a  case,  to  prevent  the  fatal  consequences  ?  If  the  country 
gentlemen,  the  larrded  staple  interest  of  this  country,  that 
have  never  taken  any  share  in  this  business,  as  a  party,  will 
not  on  this  occasion  stand  forth,  there  can  be  no  such  medi- 
ator. They  alone  are  in  that  predicament  which  will  enaUe 
them  (and  it  becomes  their  actual  duty)  to  stand  forth  on  this 
occasion.  It  is  their  interest  also,  as*  well  as  their  duty;  for  it 
is  their  interest  that  is  principally  at  stake^— and  I  do  feel  my- 
self, I  own,  extremely  happy,  to  see  that  the  noble  lord  who 
*  has  laid  the  proposition  on  your  table,  although  as  a  minister 
it  is  his  duty  to  support  the  authority  of  this  country,  and 
carry  on  such  measures  as  his  Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  Par- 

pression  of  the  said  rebellion  in  tlie  said  plantations,  and  re- 
ducing the  same  to  fidelity  and  due  »/oiidience,  so  as  aH  peace- 
able and  well-affefted  people,  who  have  been  robbed,  spoiled, 
,  imprisoned,  or  banished,  through  the  said  treasonable  prac-i 
tices,  may  be  restored  to  the  freedom  of  their  persons,  and 
possession  of  their  own  lands  and  goods,  and  due  punishment 
inflicted  on  the  said  delinquents,  do  declare  all  and  every  the 
said  persons  in  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  Bermudas,  and  Virginia, 
that  have  contrived,  abetted,  aided,  or  as.-istcd  those  horrid 
rebellions,  or  have  since  willingly  joined  with  them,  to  be  no- 
torious robbers  and  traitors,  and  such  as  by  the  law  of  nations 
«re  not  to  be  permitted  any  manner  of  commerce  or  traffic 
with  any  people  whatsoever  ;  and  do  forbid  to  all  manner  of 
persons,  foreigners  and  others,  all  manner  of  commerce,  traf^ 
fie,  and  correspondency  whatsoever,  to  be  used  .or  held  with 
the  said  rebels  in  the  Barbadoes,  Bermudas,  Virginia,  and  An- 
tigua, or  either  of  them. 

liament. 
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liamenty  has  thought  fit  to  adopt ;  jst,  Sir,  I  do  think  it  is  hu^ 
mane^  it  is  nobly  spirited  in  him,  as  a  private  member  of  Par* 
liament,  as  ^ne  of  that  candid  body^  which  will,'  I  hope,  join 
him  to  stand^forth  as  the  mediator  upon  this  occasion,  hold- 
ing out  such  terms  as  may  prevent  a  people  (rom  being  driven 
to  desperation  }  and  may  open  a  door  to. reconciliation,  upon 
such  terms  as  shall  establish  the  authority  of  this  country,  and 

f'vc  security  to  the  rights  and  liberty  of  America.  And  I  own^ 
feel  extremely  happy  to  find  that  they  are  such  terms  as  a 
wise  and  honest  man  might  ofier,  even  if  the  success  of  war 
bad  put  into  your  hands  the  right  of  enforcing  every  thing 
that  you  claim ;  for  even  if  we  go  to  war,  this  business  must 
finally  end  in  negociation  j  and  I  wish  the  committee  wouldi 
attend  to  what  1  am  going  to  say,  (for  I  know  it  to  be  true) 
that  the  country  of  America  musty  for  the  future^  be  governed 
under  regtdations  and  forms  y  and  a  constitution  that  must  be  settled 
by  compaStm  The  relation  between  the  two  countries,  must,  in 
its  future  {process,  stand  upon  the  compact ;  or  tliis  country 
must  hold  its  dominion  in  the  colonies  by  the  tenure  of  a  war, 
that  will  cost  more  than  they  are  worth,  and  finally  ruin  both. 
In  whatever  instance  you  come  to  regulate  their  trade,  you 
will  always  find  yourself  involved  in  disputes,  and  must  have  a 
jj^cyCr  failing  source  of  quarrel  between  this  country  and  that, 

■  Wnl  the  regulations  and  restrictions  under  which  the  whole  bf 
the  American  trade  is  to  be  carried  on  for  the  future,  are  settled 
by  compaft— If  you  mean  to  have  peace  for  the  fiiture,  this 
must  be  done.  If  you  mean  to  retain  that  superintending  con^ 
trouling  power  of  government  which  you  have  over  the  colo^ 
tiies,  so  as  that  it  may  ^&  with  effeft,  and  yet  retain  them  an 
subjedh  administered  under  government,  and  not  subjefled  by 
force  of  arms,  even  their  constitutions  must  for  the  future  b« 
settled  by  compadt ;  their  chapters,  which  the  King  grants 

.  them,  are. not  and  cannot  be  considered  as  such  compri^ ;  for 
if  it  was,  the  King  making  terms  with  any  parts  of  his  domi- 
nions, might  dismember  the  empire,  and  set  all  the  various 
parts  of  it  together  at  variance  and  in  war.  Such  compact 
therefore,  temporary  as  it  must  be  in  its  nature,  must  be  un^ 
der  the  supervision  and  supreme  controul  of  Parliament.  Par- 
liament must  necessarily  have  a  right  to  interfere,  and  I  think 
should  so  far  interfere,  as  to  examine,  to  settle,  and  to  give 
the  several  colonies  once  for  ail,  such  a  constit'ition  as  is  fit  for 
such  dependent  communities  within  the  empire ;  by  settling 
with  them  and  for  them,  such  articles,  terms  and  conditions 
«s  may  be  confirmed  by  act  of  Parliament,  in  like  manner  as 
was  done  in  the  union  of  the  two  parts  of  the  present  king* 
Vol.  L  .  P  dsOTJk^ 
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domt  which  trticles  when  once  confinned  fay  Parliamenty  caiK 
not>  according  to  the  law  of  .nations>  of  justice  and  poUcj,  be 
altered  without  the  consent  of  the  parties ;  until  the  crionsei^ 
holding  their  governments  under  the  terms  of  dependency  00 
the  empire»  shall  break  those  conditions^  or  endeavour  to 
emancipate  themselves  from  them. 

On  the  point  of  taxation  this  resolution  goes  to  every  thing 
that  can  or  ought  to  be  proposed ;  and  is>  if  rightly  under* 
9tood,  and  accqited  as  it  ought  to  be»  a  fur  and  just  prdimi« 
nary  that  must  lead  to  peace*  Although  those  sfHrits  in  Ame» 
rica  which  are  irritated>  and  in  their  resentments  look  to  men 
rather  than  thin^»  may  be  indisposed  to  receive  any  terms 
whatever,  and  willing  to  hazard  all»  rather  than  treat  with 
men  against  whom  those  resentments  are  raised ;  and  although 
those  that  take  up  this  matter  here,  only  as  a  measure  of  op-* 
position,  may  endeavour  to  ridicule  and  obstruct  every  good 
effect  which  it  might  have ;  yet  those  men  of  weight  and  pro-* 
perty,  both  here  and  in  America,  who  have  a  real  interest  at 
stake,  and  not  pledged  to  any  party,  but  act  from  principle^ 
must  and  will  see,  that  the  Une  of  this  proposition  will  lead 
finally  to  such  settlement,  in  which  alone  their  interest  can  be 
effectually  secured,  and  the  safety  of  both  countries  be  firmlf 
and  permanently  established. 

:'  If  the  committee  will  indulge  me  with  their  further  patience 
{or  a  moment,  I  will  proceed  to  make  one  or  two  very  short 
remarks  on  the  tenor  of  the  resolution  itsdf.  The  resolution 
says,  and  says  propeiiy,  that  no  proposition  can  be  received  by 
this  country,  but  what  comes  from  the  general  court  of  as* 
iembiy  of  the  respective  provinces — that  is  the  only  authorityt 
most  undoubtedly^  that  this  country  can  acknowledge  and 
treat  with — ^that  is  the  only  body  that  can  have  any  authentic 
power  to  make  any  propositioj^  ;  and  although  I  know  that 
those  propositions  cannot  be  any  way  regularly  communicated 
to  any  congress  or  meeting  of  aU  the  provinces ;  that  no .  pro* 
positions  coming  from  any  such  congress  or  meeting,  coold 
nave  authority  to  pledge  or  engage  the  provinces  in  any  pro^ 
positions  that  n:iay  be  made — yet  as  I  do  apprehend  that  no  ge-p 
tidral  court,  or  assembly  of  any  province,  will  listen  to  any 
snatter  that  shall  be  proposed  to  them  on  this  subject,  or  make 
9Xij  proposition  hereupon ;  but  as  they  take  the  tone  from  the 
cpimoa  of  that  general  congress  which  they  have  of  late  ac* 
customed  themselves  to  meet  in,  I  should  hope  that  some 
iiow  or  odxer  the  propositions  of  this  resolutioi^  may  find  their 
«ray  to  such  congress,  so  as  to  become  a  matter  of  their  at» 
tention. 

The 
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The  next  observation  whidi  I  shall  xnmkc  if,  th«C  hf  ^ 
terms  of  this  resolution,  whatever  eontributimis  9re  aigreed  and 
settled  as  to  be  raised  by  the  colonies^  are  t9  lye  rtbed  trntUr 
the  appropriathn  oftbi  amnion  defend.  Hiis  conditiofl,  SIti  is 
Wisely  grounded  and  decided.**-!^  it  vriU  remove  every  Idea  «f 
appropriating  it  to  a  matter  which  the  colonies  most  fear---lt 
will  avoid  every  suspicion  of  a  misapplication  to  purposes  fcfc 
wluch  it  was  never  meant  to  be  raised. 

An  honourable  gentleman  FMr.  Charles  Fox]  tn  a  late  de- 
bate, though  he  took  up  the  idea  in  opposition,  certainly  was 
the  first  and  the  only  one  in  that  line  oF  debate  who  hit  upoti 
the  real  jet  of  the  dispute  between  this  country  and  America* 
He  very  ably  stated  tliot  the  rea^n  why  the  colonies  objected 
to  the  laying  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  a  revenue  in  America 
wais,  that  such  revenue  in  the  hands  of  government  took  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  people  that  were  to  be  governed,  that  con* 
troul  which  every  Englishman  thinks  he  ought  to  have  over 
that  government  to  which  his  rights  and  interests  arc  intrusted. 
The  mode  of  appropriation  specified  in  this  resolution  takcis 
away  even  the  ground  of  that  opposition---for  although  Par- 
liament is  to  have  the  disposal  and  expenditure  of  this  revo^ 
nue,  yet  as  the  settlement  proposes  that  the  colonies  shall,  by 
a  particular  revenue,  make  provision  for  the  establishment  of 
their  own  government,  and  specifies  that  the  general  revenue 
which  shall  be  raised  is  for  the  common  defence,-*-no  part  of 
this  money  so  raised  can  be  applied  by  Parliament  so  as  to  d0» 
Jtroy  that  controul  which  they  so  much  contend  for.  The 
misapplication  of  that  4^  per  cent,  which  was  raised  for  the 
public  service  and  common  defence,  to  purposes  totally  foreign 
and  alien  to  that  end,  has  ever  left  in  the  minds  of  the  colo^ 
nists  a  suspicion  which  has  stood  in  the  way  of  all  proposv* 
tions  made  for  raising  any  general  revenue :  but  this  resoln-* 
tion  totally  removes  every  ground  of  such  suspicion,  and  leadb 
to  matters  worthy,  of  the  attention  of  those  wiio  may  have  th|5 
carrying  it  into  execution.' 

Upon  these  grounds  it  is.  Sir,  that  ahhough  the  proposi^- 
tions  contained  in  this  resolution  may  tiot  come  into  direct  ne» 
gociation ;  and  although  they  do  not  contain  all  that  I  do  suph 
pose  negoclation  will  lead  to,  yet  containing  all  that  it  is  pov 
sible  could  be  proposed  in  the  present  state  of  the  business,  I 
do  believe  that  they  will  finally  open  the  way  to  reconcilisicioai 
imd  peace,  and  as  such  I  have  given  my  suj^ort,  and  do  givt 
my  most  hearty  consent  to  them.^ 

Mr.  dories  Fox.  I  congratulate  my  firiends^snd  I  congra^ 
tttlat^  the  public^  npon  the  motion  wluch  the  nMc  Iprd  h<s 
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r  produced.    He  who  has  been  hitherto  all  violence  and  i^ar,  is 

jnow  treading  back  his  steps  to  peace.     I  congratulate  my 

•  friends  and  the  publid  on  those  measures  which  have  produced 

rlhis  effeA.     It  is  now  seen  what  the  efie£ts  are  which  a  firm 

'  and  a  spirited  opposition  will  produce ;  it  is  the  opposition 

_which  has  been  made  in  this  House,  although  inefFedhial  to 

•oppose  the  measures  of  ministers,  whilst  they  were  pleased  to 

be  violent,  yet  has  had  that  eflFeft,  that  they  now  find  it  their 

.interest  and  their  safety  to  be  otherwise.    The  noble  lord  has 

r  receded  from  his  proposition  of  violence— has  begun  (I  meant 

it  if  he  is  sincere)  to  listen  to  reason  ;  and,  if  the  same  spirit 

of  opposition  continues  to  resist  violence,  and  to  support  the . 

liberties  and.  rights  of  the  colonies,  he  will  grow  every  day 

more  and  more  reasonable.    He  has  quoted,  as  an  authority 

the  conduft  of  nations  towards  each  other;  that  in  the  outset 

.of  their  demands,  they  claim  more  than  they  are  willing  to 

accept  \  his  lordship  has  done  the  same,  and,  I  dare  say,  will 

On  a  future  day  be  as  ready  to  recede  from  what  he  has  now 

proposed,  as  he  has  now  been  humble  enough  to  give  up  what 

he  before  so  strenuously  defended.     I  say  this  upon  the  sup- 

.position  that  the  noble  lord  is  sincere  ;  but  I  cannot  believe  "it. 

-Besides  the  opposition  which  his  lordship  found  obstructing 

'his  way,  he  feit^  that  even  his  friends  and  allies  began  to  grow 

slack  towards  the  vigour  of  his  measures ;  he  was  therefore 

•forced  to  look  out  for  some  propositions  that  might  stiil  induce 

^em  to  go  on  with  him,  and  that  might,  if  possible,  j>ersuade 

the  Americans  to  trust  their  rights  to  his  candour  and  justice. 

What  he  has  now  proposed  to  you,  does  accordingly  carry  two 

.faces  on  its  very  first  appearance.     To  the  Americans,  and  to 

those  who  arc  unwilling  to  proceed  in  the  extremes  of  violence 

jigainst  them,  he  holds   out  negociation  and  reconciliation. 

-To  those  who  have  engaged  with  him  on  condition  that  he 

will  support  the  supremacy  of  this  country  unimpaired,  the 

:proposition  holds  out  a  persuasion  that  he  never  will  relax  on 

that  point :  but.  Sir,  his  friends  see  that  he  is  relaxing,  and  the 

•committee  sees  that  they  are  all  ready  to  withdraw  from  under 

his  standard.     No  one  in  this  country,  who  is  sincerely  for 

-peace,  will  trust  the  speciousness  of  his  expressions,  and  the 

•Americans  will  rejeft  them  with  disdain. 

Mr.  C.  Jenkinson.  The  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  has  among  other  objedHons  stated,  that  the  proposition 
jiow  made  to  you  is  a  total  ch2mge  of  measures,  and  is  totally 
new.  Sir,  it  is  so  far  from  a  change  of  measures,  that  it  mdcics 
part  of  those  very  measures  in  which  the  House  engaged  itself 
when  it  presented  the  late  address  to  his  Majesty.    It  speak; 

out 
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out  as  to  what  indulgence  was  held  out  and  promised^  -^nd  i.t 
speaks  but  ;as  to  the  ground  on  which  that  indulgence  can  be 
granted.     It  lays  down  as  a  rule  at  the  foundatipni  that  every 
part  of  the  empire  must  bear  its  share  to  the  common  defimce| 
and  as  to  the  mode  by  which  the  provinces  and  colonies  mav 
contribute  their  share>  it  leaves  that  to  the  Very  coi!u*se  which 
their  principles  have  always  claimed  it  ought  to  .go  ift.     But  it 
does  it,  Siri  in  a  way  that  maintains  and  supports  the  supre- 
macy of  Parliament.     The  terms  on  which  this  agreement  if 
to  be  established,  must  have  the  sandlion  of  Parliamcnt|  thi^ 
revenue  raised  must  be  at  the  disposal  of  Parliament.     $irj  tMl 
is  so  far  from  being  a  proposition  new  at  this  day,  that  this  19 
the  very  proposition  which  Mr.  Grenville  made  to  the  colonies 
the  year  before  he  brought  forward  the  measure  of  the  stamp 
a£t:  and>  would  the  colonies  at  any  time  have  come  forwatd^ 
and  proposed  any  measures  in  this  line  of  common  service^ 
the  government  of  this  country  would,  I  believe,  at  all  times 
have  been  ready  to  listen  to  them.     If  there  be  any  thing  new 
in  this  proposition,  it  is  that  it  speaks  out  explicitly  and  defi- 
nitively; and,  if  the  colonies  rejeft  it,  it  leaves  them  without 
excuse  in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind. 

Mr.  JV.  Ellis,     It  is,  Sir,  at  all  times  wheni  rjse  to  speak  in 
this  house,  that  I  do  it  with  a  diffidence  of  my  own  opinion, 
but  more  so  on  the  present  occasion,  as  I  am  ah'aid  I  shall  not 
only  differ  from  my  friends,  but  perhaps  from  every  man  in. 
this  house.     It  is  with  pain.  Sir,  that   I  do  differ  with  mj 
friends.     I  am  extremely  sorry  to  differ  from  the  noble  lorcL- 
It  is  from  the  true  and  really  sincere  opinion  I  have  of  his. 
abilities  and  integrity,  not  from  any  fear  of  his  power.     Butj.' 
Sir,  on  the  present  occasion,  the  proposition  which  is  now- 
made  to  you,  is  so  diredUy  contrary  to  my  idea  of  the  addressj. 
as  I  agreed  to  it,  that  I  cannot,  consistent  with  the  opinion  I- 
then  gave,  accede  to  this.     Sir,  I  was  in  hopes  j to  iindj  and  in^ 
aiiy  measure  that  I  can  agree  to,  I  must  expeAto  meet  with*' 
as  the  first  step  in  the  business,  an  express  and  definitive  ac-^' 
knowledgment  from  the  Americans  of  our  supremacy.  Witijipi.. 
out  that  point  first  settled,  I  can  neither  receive  nor  consent^o 
any  other  propositions.     If  when  I  ask  myself  whether  the* 
present  resolution  expresses  the  meaning  of  the  address,  I  cer* 
tainly  must  answer  no.     If  I  am  called  upon  as  a  gentleman 
tp  say  whether  it  does  or  not,  I  must,  as  a  gentleman,  upon 
my  honour,  declare  that  I  think  it  does  not.     So  far  therefore 
as  I  have  pledged  my  opinion  in  that  address,  I  find  niyself  as 
a  man  of  honour  bound  to  oppose  this  proposition.     £ut  my, 
mode  of  conceiving  things  can  be  no  rule  to  other  persons; 

I  .•  ^  .r 
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i&d  I  own  that  I  do  not  wish  to  impose  my  opinion  upon  any 
other  person  whatever.  I  wish  not  to  influence  any  othor 
wrson.  Having  th^eforo  said  thus  much  to  explain  and 
Jtittify  my  own  condu£):>  I  think  the  best  thing  I  can  do  is  to 
lit  down. 

Mr.  Adam  spoke  against  the  resolution,  upon  the  ground  of 
tts  waving)  if  it  did  not  give  up  the  supremacy. 

Mr.  Cormvail  explained  the  nature  of  the  supremacy,  and 
ihtwed  how  t^  measure  how  proposed  was  not  only  consistent 
with  it>  but  the  best  and  wisest  measure,  as  a  measure  of 
litislnce.  Confirmed  what  his  right  honourable  relation  had 
laid  as  to  its  being  no  new  proposition,  but  having  been  fdr- 
laef Iv  made  by  Mr.  Grcnville. 

Right  Hon*  T*  Ttnvtuhend  TC^itA  to  Mr.  ComwalL 

Mr.  Ackiand*  It  is,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  diffidence  I  arise 
to  deliver  my  seiitiments  on  this  occasion  to  the  House,  op^ 
pressed  as  I  am  with  an  awe,  that  I  am  not  ashamed  to  ao 
knowledge.  I  hope,  if  I  should  deliver  my  sentiments  inaccu* 
rately,  it  will  be  rccollefted,  I  am  delivering  them  before  the 
Crst  asseml^y  in  the  world.  Astonished  at  propositions  I  so 
little  expected,  I  arise  to  beg  permission  of  the  House  to  make 
l9ie  following  motion:  That  the  chairman  do  leave  the  chair. 
I  am  prompted  to  it  by  the  conviAion,  that  the  propositions 
bid  before  the  House,  by  the  noble  lord,  can,  on  the  principles 
df  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  produce  no 
good  consequencies;  on  the  principles  of  the  gentlemen  of 
this  side  of  the  House,  must  produce  many  bad  ones.  Sir,  I 
have  supported  administration  on  every  American  step  they 
have  taken  dtiritog  the  session,  because  I  have  approved  them; 
and  as  long  as  I  had  continued  to  approve  them,  I  should  have 
odfitinued  to  support  them.  Butj  Sir,  I  eannot  approve  thi» 
xCi^fltture»  ^d  therefore  beg  to  make  the  following  motion; 
mhdi  if  I  am  in^dgnlar  in  the  manner  of  doing  it,  I  hope  the 
H^use  will  pardon  me^  and  the  chairman  will  set  me  right : 
I  thdrefore  conclude  with  moving,  That  the  chairman  do  leave 
tbfe  chair. 

Mr.  DurJdSy  idlieitor  gei^eral  of  Scotlarfd,  spoke  forcibly^ 
imA  in  very  sffOi^  terms,  to  mark  the  contradiftion  of  the 
present  measure  to  the  address^  and  to  every  other  measure 
to  whidi  h6  had  given  his  consent;  declared  that  he  conld 
nerar  accede  to  any  concesdicrfis  whatever,  which  he  nikle^* 
sfedod  this  to  b^i  until  the  Americans  did,  in  direA  terms,  ao* 
hnowifidge  th^  absolute  ^upremacf  of  thiis  country,  much  les9 
cAuld  he  ccmdedt  to  such  ctact^Aixay  whilt  thejr  were  in  arm^ 
«i^tit 

Sir, 
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Sir  Gilieri  Eiliat  said»  the  debate  has  taken  a  difimnt  tnm 
from  any  idea  that  I  could  have  conceived;  and  gentlemen, 
have  taken  up  ideas  so  contrary  to  every  thing  contaiioed  in 
the  motion^  that  I  own  I  could  not  but  wish  to  explain  it)  a^ 
I  understood  it  to  be;  xvot  only  as  it  stood  in  the  present  reso^ 
iution>  but  as  I  conceive  it  to  be  a  part  of  a  sneasure  already, 
entered  into.  .  The  address  to  his  Majesty,  in  consequence  of 
our  considering  the  papers,  contained,  as  I  understood  it  when' 
moved,  in  the  sense  in  which  I  agreed  to  it,  and  as  I  ever 
Jiave  conceived  it  to  this  moment,  two  corres{>ondent  lixic^ 
bf  cOndu£t.  With  force  to  repress  those  that  were  in  re» 
Jbellion,  with  the  prote£^ion  of  this,  coimtry  to  defend  those 
who  were  asking  imder  the  authority  of  it^  to  cstablish.the  gj> 
Venment,and  to  enforce  the  laws  of  this  country  inthe  cdio^ 
nies,  was  one  Une  of  that  condufL  You  have  addressed  his 
Majesty  to  enforce  all  those  measures  that  were  necessary  to 
carry  this  into  eHe&  You  have  augmented  your  forces  both 
]>y  sea  and  land;  you  have  raised  money  for  this  purpose!;  yois 
have  proceeded  to  measures  of  restriction,  and  are  in  a  way  to 
proceed  still  further  in  that  course;  in  the  whde  of  which, 
nothing  is  looked  to  but  the  support  and  establishment  of  tht 
^preme  authority  of  this  country.  The  other  line,  whose  di* 
reAion  is  concurrent  and  concomitant  with  this,  has  been  th« 
holding  out  a  promised  indulgence  to  those  who  will  do  theit 
^ty  towards  this  country.  La  an  address^  you  caA  only  statt 
this  is  general  and  vague  termsl  You  ooidd  not,  without  taking 
it  up  as  a  particular  point  of  consideration,  and  as  a  particular 
measure,  express  yourselves  in- an  explicit  and  definitive  man*» 
ner  to  that  point.  While  you  are  going  on  with  the  one  part 
of  this  united  measure,  will  you  stop  short  in  this,  to  which 
you  have  pledged  both  your  honour  and  humanity?  Sir,  so  ht 
from  the  measure  now  proposed  hang  contradictory  to,  or 
inconsistent  with  the  other,  the  plan  on  which  you  sat  out,  at 
the  opening  of  this  business,  would  be  broken.  Would  be  do* 
fcftive,  would  be  unjust,  without  it.  While,  therefcM^e,  yoil 
^re  maintaining  the  authority  of  this  country,  and  that  With 
measures  of  force,  with  power,  with  arms,  forget  not  your 
humanity  and  your  policy.  Each  proposition  is  to  me  but  part 
of  one  measure;  and,  as  part  of  a  measure  which  t  have  up* 
proved  in  the  whole,  I  must  give  my  consent  to  it. 

Colonel  Barre.  How  this  new  scheme  of  letting  the  Ame^ 
ricans  tax  themselves  ever  came  into  the  noble  Ic^'d's  head)  I 
cantikot  conceive.  Wliether  it  be  the  genuine  produ^):  of  hit 
own  new  wisdom  and  pdicy,  or  whether  it  arises  from  prbdi^ 
gioosoiniuogi  whethr  from  advke  of  any  MW  fri^ti4i»  or 

P4  «v5»a^ 
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sprinffs  from  the  friendship  of  old  enemies,  is  impossible  ta^ 
concave.    By  what  I  can  colleft,  it  is  not  likely  to  gain  hini  - 
any  new  friends  from  this  side  the  House;  and  I  should  have 
thought  it  was  going  to  lose  him  several  friends  from  that 
nde,  had  not  the  right  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
risen  to  his  aid.    When  that  gentleman  pleases  to  exert  his 
eloquence,  there  is  something  so  powex^l,  so  persuading^ 
something  so  leading  in  it,  that  those  who  were  in  doubt^ 
become  immediately  convinced.     His  opinion,  whenever  ex* 
plicitly  given,  becomes  like  a  standard,  under  which  even 
■troops  which  have  turned  their  backs  may  be  rallied  and 
brought  again  to  their  ranks*,  and,  notwithstanding  what  we 
may  have  thought  some  few  moments  ago,  we  shall  yet  see 
^  the  troops  reconciled  to  the  march  they  are  to  make.    And 
I  begin  now  so  see,  that  whatever  may  be  the  various  doubts, 
whatever  the  opinions  and  speeches,  on  different  sides,  when 
we  come  to  a  divbion,  I  believe  the  use  of  a  standard  in  this 
House  will  be  seen,  in  that  there  will  be  scarce  any  difference 
in  numbers  of  those  who  have  hitherto  divided  on  either  side. 
3ut  though  the  noble  lord's  new  motions  will  cause  no  new 
^visions  amongst  us  here,  yet  it  is  founded  on  that  wretched^ 
low,  shameful,  abominable  maxim  which  has  predominated 
in  every  measure  of  our  late  minister,  divide  iff  impera*     This 
13  to  divide  the  Americans;  this  is  to  break  those  associations, 
to  dissolve  that  generous  union  in  wriich  the  Americans,  at 
onie  man,  stand  in  defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties.  If  you 
are  so  weak  to  imagine,  from  any  thin,;(  which  that  sincerely 
associated  band  of  ministers  can  fmd  in  their  own  hearts,  vou 
can  beiie\'e  that  the   Americans  arc  so  fcciisii  or  so  base   to 
each  other,  you  will  be  deccivcu.  They  are  not  s^icn  gudgeons 
to  be  cr:;:,ht  by  such  a  roo-lsh  bait.     iSut  tn.e  nobi .  lord  does 
not  expeti  it  will  be  accepted;  it  is  meitnt  only  to  .propose 
something  specious,  which  he  knows  the  iimericans  will  re- 
fuse; and,  therefore,  oiF^Ts  to  call  down  tenfold  more  veng&« 
ance  on  their  devot^^d  hoiJs,  render /d  tnus  ten  times  more 
odious,  bj  refusing  such  fair,  such  r.^sonablc,  such  just^  such 
wise,  and  such  humane  oxters;  but  neitaer  will  this  snare 
succeed. 

Lord  North.  I  agree,  Sir,  with  the  gentleman  who  spoke 
last)  as  well  as  with  an  honourable  gentleman  who  spoke  early^ 
that  it  is  very  probable  that  the  propositioiis  contained  in  thu 
resolution  may  not  be  acceptable  to  the  Americans  in  general; 
thcresol  ttion  certainly  does  not  go  to  all  their  claims—it  is 
however  just,  humane  and  wise  ;  and  those  in  America  who 
gre  just,  who  are  wise,  and  who  are  serious,  will,  I  believe^ 
think  it  well  worthy  their  ^teniion.    The  gentleman  has 

charged 
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charged  mc  with  mean,  low,  and  foolish  policy,  in  grorin<iKng 
my  measures  on  that  maxim  divide  €5*  imfera.  It  is  foolish,  it 
is  mean,  when  a  people,  heated  and  misled  by  evil  councils,  2x6 
spinning  into  unlawRil  combinations,  it  is  foolish  to  hold  out 
those  terms  which  will  sift  the  reasonable  from  the  unreason-* 
able  y  that  will  distinguish  those  who  have,  and  a€l  upon, 
principle,  from  those  who  wish  only  to  profit  of  the  general 
confusion  and  ruin.  If  propositions  that  the  conscientious 
and  the  prudent  will  accept,  will  at  the  same'  time  recover 
them  from  under  the  influence  and  fascination  of  the  wickedj 
I  avow  the  using  that  principle  which  will  thus  divide' the 
good  from  the  bad,  and  give  aid,  assistance  and  support  to  the 
mends  of  peace  and  good  government.  A  right  honourable 
gentleman,  who  always  speaks  and  adts  like  a  man  of  hphbilri 
and  when  he  differs  from  his  friends  does  it  like  a  man  qf  ho- 
nour, thinks  that,  according  to  the  sense  in  which  he  under- 
stood the  address,  according  to  the  sentiments  on  wliich  his 
opinion  went  along  with  it,  according  to  the  defirition  v/hich. 
he  has  given  of  the  words  of  it,  that  the  propositions  nov'  pro- 
posed by  me  totally  deviate  and  depart  from  it ;  I  will  beg 
leave  to  refer  that  gentleman  to  the  words,  to  the  de£nitioni 
to  the  sentiments,  to  the  express  and  explicit  language  which 
I  held  when  I  proposed  the  address ;  was  it  not  precisely,  al- 
most literally  the  same  as  what  I  now  propose — ^I  can  even  refer 
to  my  very  words  as  being  the  same.  If  that  gentleman,  at- 
tending only  to  his  own  definition,  did  not  give  his  attention 
to  mine,  I  can  only  be  sorry  so  far  as  respe<5ls  that  gentleman ; 
but  I  will  appeal  to  the  House,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  I 
explained  the  idea  of  the  indulgence  which  the  address  held  out 
and  promised  5*  and  having  held  out  and  promised  such  indul- 
gence, if  I  had  not  followed  it  by  some  propositions  which  were 
open,  explicit,  and  definitive,  I  might  indeed  have  been  charg- 
ed with  throwing  out  deceptions  to  gentlemen  here,  and  with 
laying  a  snare  for  our  fellow-subjedls  in  America.  Whatever 
may  be  the  reception  these  propositions  shall  meet  with,  what- 
ever may  be  the  fate  of  those  measures,  I  feel  that  I  have  done 
my  duty  fairly  and  consistently. 

Mr.  Bttrke.  He  declared  he  came  to  the  House  this  day,  upon 
the  report  of  a  change  of  measures,  with  a  fiill  resolution  of 
supporting  any  thing  which  might  lead  any  way  towards  con- 
ciUatioii-^but  that  he  found  the  proposition  altogether  insi<« 
dious  in  its  nature,  and  therefore  purposely  rendered  to  the 
last  degree  obscure  and  perplexed  in  its  language.  Instead  of 
being  at  ail  fitted  to  produce  peace,  it  was  calculated  to  in« 
crease  the  disorders  and  confusions  in  America  \  and  there<^ 
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fore  thst  he  never  could  consent  to  it.  He  readily  admituad 
with  Mr.  Ellis,  and  with  the  Solicitor  General  ofScodand»  that 
the  proposition  was  a  contradi^on  to  every  thing  that  Parr 
liament  had  declared ;  a  shameful  prevarication  in  ministers  | 
and  a  mean  departure  from  every  declaration  they  had  noade* 
He  was  however  willing  to  purchase  peace  by  any  humiliatioq 
of  ministers,  and,  by  what  was  of  more  moment,  even  by  the 
humiliation  of  Parliament.  But  the  measiu-e  was  mean  indeed^ 
yet  not  at  all  conciliatory.  The  mode  of  argument  on  the 
side  of  administration,  he  ^aid,  was  the  most  ridiculous  that 
cvv  had  been  known  in  Parliament.  They  attempted  tQ 
prove  to  one  side  of  the  House  that  the  meagre  was  a  con* 
cession }  and  to  the  other,  that  it  was  a  strong  assertion  of 
authority — just  on^  the  silly  principles  of  the  Tea..  Ad,  which 
to  Great  Britain  was  to  be  a  duty  of  supply,  to  the  Americans 
a  tax  of  regulation.  He  was  equally  surprised^  he  said,  bj; 
another  extraordin^  phaenomenon.  To  this  day,  dnrii^ 
the  whole  course  of  the  American  debates,  the  ministry  havq 
daily  and  houriy  denied  their  having  any  sort  of  contest  about 
an  American  revenue.  That  the  whole  was  a  dispute  for  obe? 
dience  to  trade-laws,  and  to  the  general 'legislative  anthorityt 
Now  they  turn  short — and  to  console  our  manufadhmers  ai^ 
animate  our  soldiers,  they  tell  them  for  the  first  time,  ^^  th< 
dispute  is  put  on  its  true  footing,  and  that  the  grand  con- 
test  is,  not  for  empty  honour,  but  substantial  revenue^*  But 
manufafhu'ers  and  soldiers  will  not  be  so  consoledj  or  so  ani* 
mated ;  because  the  revenue  is  as  much  an  empty  phantom  af 
the  honour ;  and  the  whole  scheme  of  the  resolution  is  opr 
pressive,  absurd,  and  impra^licablc — and  what  indeed  the  mi* 
nisters  confess  the  Americans  will  not  accept ;  n^y,  what  in- 
deed they  own  America  has  already  rejefted.  It  is  oppressive^ 
because  it  was  never  the  complaint  of  the  Amerieatls  that  tho 
mode  of  taxation  was  not  left  to  themselves  j  but  that  neither ' 
the  amount  and  quantt^m  of  the  grant,  nor  the  application,  was 
in  their  free  choice.  This  was  their  complaint,  and  their 
complaint  was  just.  What  else  is  it  to  be  taxed  by  aA  of 
Parliament  in  which  they  are  net  represented,  but  for  Parharr 
ment  to  settle  the  proportion  of  the  payment,  dnd  the  applica- 
tion of  the  money  ?  This  is  the  pmrpoft  of  the  present  ^eso-^ 
lution.  If  an  a£l  of  Parliament  compelled  the  citj^of  Amster-^ 
dam  to  raise  an  hundred  thousand  pounds,  is  not  Amsterdam 
as  efiTochisdl/  taxed  without  its  consent,  as  if  duties  to  thsit 
amount  were  laid  upon  that  city  ?  To  leave  them  the  mode 
may  be  of  some  ease  as  to  the  coUe^ion ;  but  it  is  nothing  to 
the  freedom  of  granting;  is  which  the  colonies  are  so  far  from 

6  being 
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being  relieved  by  this  resolution,  that  their  condition  i$  to  be 
ten  times  worse  than  ever.  He  contended  that  it  is  a  jfar  more 
oppressive  mode  of  taxing  than  that  hitherto  used :  for  here 
no  determinate  demand  i^  made.  The  colonies  are  to  be  held 
in  durance  by  troops,  fleets,  and  armies,  until  singly  and  se- 
parately they  shall  do — what  ?  Until  they  shall  offer  to  con- 
tribute to  a  service  which  they  cannot  know,  in  a  proportioil 
tirhich  they  cannot  guess,  on  a  standard  which  they  are  s^  hr 
firom  being  able  to  ascertain,  that  Parliament  which  is  to  hold 
it  has  not  ventured  to  hint  what  it  is  they  expeft.  They  afC 
to  be  held  prisoners  of  war,  unless  they  consent  to  a  ransom, 
by  bidding  at  an  auction  against  each  other  and  against  therrt- 
'  idves,  until  the  King  and  Parliament  shall  strike  down  the 
Itsunmer,  and  say,  "  enough.** 

This  species  of  au<n:ion,  to  be  terminated  not  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  bidder,  but  at  the  will  of  the  sovereign  power,  was    ■ 
a  kind  of  absurd  tyranny,  which  he  challenged  the  ministers 
to  produce  any  example  of,  in  the  praftice  of  this  or  of  any 
Other  nation.     What  was  said  to  be  the  most  like  thi$  ircthod 
4if  setting  the  coloAy  assemblies  at  guessing  what  contributioti 
Alight  be  most  agreeable  to  us  in  some  fiiture  time,  was  the  ty- 
^nny  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  having  forgot  a  dream  of  his, 
Ordered  the  assemblies  of  his  wise  men,  on  pain  of  death,  not 
only  to  interpret  his  dream,  but  to  tell  him  what  his  dream 
Was.     To  set,  he  said,  ,the  imprafticability  and  absurdity  of 
tius  scheme  in  the  stronger  light,  he  asked,  in  case  an  assem- 
bly made  an  offer  which  should  not  be  thought  sufficient  by 
i^arliament,  was  not  the  business  to  go  back  again  to  America? 
and  so  on  backwards  and  forwards  as  often  as  the  offer  dis- 
pleased Parliament  ?  and  thus,  instead  of  obtaining  peace  by 
this  proposition,  all  our  distra^ions  and  confiisions  will  be  en- 
O'cased  tenfold,  and  continue  for  ever.     It  is  said  indeed  by 
the  minister,  that  this  scheme  will  disunite  the  colonies*  Tricks 
in  government  have  sometimes  been  successful  5  but  never, 
when  they  are  known,  avowed  and  hackneyed.     The  Boston 
■port-bill  was  a  declared  cheat,  and  accordingly  far  from  sue* 
ceeding  j  it  was  the  very  first  thing  that  united  all  the  colonies 
against  us,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  Georgia.    The  idea  of  de- 
dudUng  the  value  of  goods  supposed  to  be  taken  by  the  colo- 
nists, becaifse  we  sold  cheap,  at  a  time  when  we  did  not  suffer 
the  colonies  to  make  a  trial,  and  by  such  arithmetic  to  deduce 
the  propriety  of  thdr  paying  in  nearly  an  equal  proportion 
with  the  people  of  England,  was  of  a  piece,  he  said,  with  the  rest 
of  thd  peiicy  and  the  argument  of  this  profound  projeft.    He 
strongly  deefaMt^  agittxm  aoy  seiKme  wliich  began  by  9xrf 
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mode  of  extorting  revenue.  Every  benefit,  natural  or  politic 
cal,  must  be  had  in  the  order  of  things,  and  in  its  proper  sea.- 
son.  Revenue  from  a  free  people  must  be  the  consequence 
of  peace,  not  the  condition  on  which  it  is  to  be  obtained.  If 
we  attempt  to  invert  this  order,  we  shall  l^ave  neither  peace 
nor  revenue.  If  we  are  resolved  to  cat  our  grapes  crude  and. 
sour,  instead  of  obtaining  nourishment,  we  shall  only  set  an 
edge  on  our  own  teeth,  and  those  of  our  posterity  for  ever  ; 
therefore  he  was  for  the  reconsideration  until  it  could  be 
brought,  he  said,  to  some  agreement  with  common  sense. 

Mr.  Dunning  assured  the  House  that  he  had  been  much 
alarmed  for  the  noble  lord  [meaning  lord  North]  in  the  course 
of  the  day »  for  though  the  noble  lord  bad  checked  hims^ 
and  been  actually  five  times*  on  his  legs,  yet  all  his  eloquence 
seemed  thrown  away,  and  his  authority  seemed  on  the  point 
of  losing  its  weight.     Young  members  and  old,  the  known 
phalanx  of  ministerial  support,  seemed  to  totter,  and  it  ap-. 
peared  to  him,  as  if  it  was  going  to  be,  "  to  your  terils,  O  Lh 
rael ;''  but  in  the  moment  of  the  noble  lord's  distress,  whcn^ 
all  his  own  eloquence,  all  his  acknowledged  authority  secme^, 
lost,  a  gentleman  of  great  abilities  arose,  [Sir  G.  Elliot]  but  he. 
was  too  wise  to  waste  his  eloquence,  he  did  not  attempt  to 
argue,  but  with  great  good  sense,  he  warned  the  party  not  to( 
divide  among  themselves.     I  saw,  said  Mr.  Dunning,  the  instan- 
taneous good  effect  of  this  wholesome  admonition,  no  ,wit,  no. 
argument  could  have  had  half  the  effect ;  it  operated  like  s^. 
charm  :  and  though  I  don't  see  well,  I  could  discern  from  va^ 
rious  faces  that  the  hiinister  was  safe,  and  was  rescued  from  the- 
disgrace  I  had  begun  to  apprehend  for  him,  of  being  i^i  a  nil-" 
nority.     He  then  shev/ed  that  the  new  proposition  was  indeed 
scandalously  contradictory  to  all  the  professions' of  the  mini<!>: 
ster,  and  therefore  justified  the  opposition  of  the  minister's  old 
friends  ;  but,  for  his  part,  he  opposed  it,  not  as  being  conciliar] 
tory,  which  he  wished  it  was,  but  as  being  futile  and  treacherous* 
The  House  divided.      For  Lord  North's  motion,  274  j 
against  it  88.  •    . 

February  21. 
Cricklade  election. 

February  22. 
Tlie  Lord  Mayor  [Mr.  Wilkes%     The  motion  which  X  shall 
have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  House,  afiects,  in  my 
opinion,  the  very  vitals  of  this  constitution,  the  great  primary  . 

*  The  whole  of  his  lordship's  argument  is  given  in  pages . 
202j  203,  204,  and  205.*    The  rest  was  to  explaon.  ^  « 

sburce^ 
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sources  of  the  power  of  the  people,  whom  we  represent,  and  by 
whose  authority  only,  delegated  to  ns  for  a  time,  we  are  a  part 
of  the  legislative  body  of  this,  kingdom.     The  proceedings  of 
the  last  Parliament  in  the  business  of  the  Middlesex  elections^ 
ive  a  just  alarm  tO'  almost  every  elector  in  the  nation.     The 
ital  precedent  then  attempted  to  be  established,  was  consi« 
dered  as  a  direct  attack  on  the  inalienable  rights  of  the  people. 
The  most  respectable  bodies  in  this  kingdom  expressed  their 
abhorrence  of  the  measure..    They  proceeded  so  far  as  to  pe- 
tition the  crown  for  the  dissolution  of  that  Parliament,  as  hav- 
ing been  guilty  of  a  flagrant  abuse  of  their  trust.  Above  60,000 
of  our  fellow-subjects  carried  their  complaints  to  the  foot  of 
±he  throne  5  a  number  surely  deserving  the  highest  regard 
jBrom  a  minister,  if  his  whole  attention  had  not  been  engrossed 
by  the  small  nimiber  of  the  6000  who  return  the  majority  of 
members  to  this  House.     The  people,  Sir,  were  in  a  ferment^ 
.which  has  not  yet  subsided.     They  made  my  cause  their  own, 
ibr  they*  saw  the  powers  of  government  exerted  against  the 
fonstitution,  which  was  wounded  through  my  sides,  and  the 
envenomed  shafts  of  a  wicked  administration  pointed  at  our 
laws  and  liberties  no  less  than  at  a  hated  individual.    The  plan 
was  carried  on  for  some  years  with  a  spirit  of  malevolence  and 
rancour  which  would  have  disgraced  the  very  worst,  but  with 
a  perseverance  which  would  have  done  honour  to  the  best, 
.cause.     I  do  not  mean,  Sir,  to  go  through  the  variety  of  per- 
secutions and  injuries  which  that  person  suflfered,  I  hope, . 
with  a  becoming  fortitude.     I  have  forgiven*  them.     All  the 
great  powers  of  the  state  at  one  time  appeared  combined  to 
pour  their  vengeance  on  me.     Even  Imperial  Jove  pointed  his 
thunder-bolts,  red  with  uncommon  wrath,  at  my  devoted 
head.     I  was  scorched,  but  not  consumed.     The  broad  shield 
of  the  law  protedled  me.     A  generous  public,  and  my  noble 
friends,  the  freeholders  of  Middlesex,  the  ever  steady  friends 
of  liberty  and  their  country,  poured  balm  into  my  wounds  : 
they  are  healed.     Scarcely  a  scar  remains ;  but  I  feel,  I  deeply 
feel,  the  wounds  given  to  the   constitution:  they  are  still 
bleeding  :  this  House '  only  can  heal  them.     They  only  can 
restore  the  constitution  to  its  former  state  of  purity,  health, 
and  vigour.     May  I  be  permitted  to  point  out  the  mode 
of  the  cure,  and  the  salutary  methods  I  think  you  ought 
to   apply?    Before  I  proceed  to  the   remedy,  i   shall  beg 
the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  state  the  case,  and  I  hope  they 
will  forgive  a  dry  but  candid  narrative  effects,  because  I  mcanr 
to  argue  from  them.     I  will  give  them -as  iarieSj^as  possiblet 
and  with  all  the  impartiality  of  a  bye-stjmder. 

Mr* 
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Mr.  WiUees  was  first  eleAed  for  the  ccmntr  of  tfiddlcses 
en  the  tfith  of  March  1 768.    He  was  expelled  the  3d  of  F^ 
hnury  17699  and  the  second  time  chosen,  without  oppoaitMby 
(he  i6th  day  of  the  same  month*    On  the  day  following,  the 
•IcftioQ  was  vacated)  and  he  was  declared  by  a  majority  of 
the  House  incapable  of  being  eleAed  into  that  pariiament. 
Notwithstanding  this  resolution  of  the  House,  he  was  a  third 
time,  on  the  i6th  of  March,  deded  without  opposition  ;  for  t 
fup^TQse  the  ridiculous  attempt  of  a  Mr.  Dineley,  who  had  not 
a  single  fireeholder  to  propose  or  vote  for  hun,  can  hardly  be 
called  an  oppofldon.     That  ele£tion  however  was  declared 
void  the  next  day.     Qn  the  13th  of  April  Mr.  Wilkes  was  a 
fourth  time  eledted,  by  a  majority  of  i  ^^3  votes,  against  Mr. 
Luttrell,  who  had  only  296.     The  same  day  the  House  voted^ 
^  that  Mr.  Luttrdl  ought  to  have  been  returned.^    On  the 
^ipth  of  April  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  House  from  the 
fit^oeholders  of  Middlesex  by  a  worthy  bsu'onet,*  who  is  not 
only  an  honour  to  this  House,  but  to  human  nature^  hotwith* 
standing  which  the  House  on  the  8th  of  May  resolved,  <<  that 
^  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  Esquire,  is  duly  eleAed  a  Knight 
**  of  the  shire  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament,  for  the  comw 
^  ty  of  liiddlesex.'* 

These  the  are  leading  fa£b.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Clerk,  Sir, 
to  read  all  the  resolutions,  to  which  I  have  alluded.  They  art 
mo9t  of  them  fresh  in  the  memories  of  gentlemen.  I  only  call 
ibr  that  of  Feb.  17,  1769,  respe<^ng  Incapacity  as  the  certain 
consequence  of  emulsion. 

[2)&f  Cl^k  read  the  Resolution,'] 
Now,  Sir,  I  think  it  fair  to  state  to  the  House  the  whole  of 
what  I  intend  to  move  in  consequence  of  the  fa£h  I  have  stat* 
ed,  and  the  resolution  just  read.  The*  first  motion  I  intend 
is,  that  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  17th  of  February 
1769,  *^  thai  John  Wiiiesy  Esquire ^  having  been,  in  tbisiessicti 
rf  Parliumentj  expeiled  this  house^  was  and  is  incapable  ef  being 
9liBeia  member  to  serve  in  this  present  Parliament^  be  expung» 
td  from  the  journals  of  this  House,  as  being  subversive  of  tha 
rights  of  the  whole  body  of  eleftors  of  this  kingdom.*'  Tha 
I  noid  of  necessity  to  restore  the  constitution,  whieh  that  re* 
solution  tears  up  by  the  roots.  I  shall  then,  if  I  succeed,  if 
justice  and  reverence  for  the  constitution  prevail  in  this  Par^ 
Kimmr,  proceed  to  the  other  motion,  '*  that  all  the  dochra^ 
tions,  orders  and  resolutions  of  this  House,  respeAing  the  elec« 
tkm  of  John  Wilkes,  Esquire,  for  the  county  of  Middlesex. 

•  Sir  Oeoz^  Savite. 

as 
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^s  a  void  eleAioD,  the  due  and  legal  elefUon  of  Henry  Lawes 
iiuttrelj  Esquire,  into  the  last  Parliament,  for  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  and  the  incapacity  of  John  Wilkes,  Esquire,  to 
be  eledl^d  a  member  to  serve  in  the  said  Parliament,  be  expung- 
ed from  the  journals  of  this  House,  as  being  subversive  of  the 
rights  of  the  whole  body  of  eleftors  of  this  kingdom/* 

The  words  of  the  resolution  of  the  1 7th  of  February  1 769, 
which  I  mean  p^uticularly  to  combat,  are,  ^^  was  and  is  inca^- 
pable,**  and  the  explanation  of  them  the  same  day  in  the  order 
for  a  new  writ,  **  in  the  room  of  John  Wilkes,  Esquire,  who 
is  adjudged  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  ix^ 
this  present  Parliament."  In  the  first  formation  of  this  govern* 
ihent,  in  the  original ^tlement  of  our  constitution^  the  people 
iejcpressly  reserved  to  themselves  a  very  considerable  part  of 
the  legislative  power,  which. they  consented  to  share  jointly 
with  a  king  and  House  of  Lords.  From  the  great  population 
pf  our  island  this  power  could  not  be  exercised  personally, 
9iid  therefore  the  many  were  compelled  to  delegate  that  power 
to  a  few,  who  thus  became  their  deputie?  and  agents  only,  their 
representatives.  It  follows  direftly,  from  the  very  idea  of 
choice^  that  such  choice  must  be  free  and  uncontrouled,  ad- 

'  luitting  of  no  f  estriftions  but  the  law  of  the  land,  to  which 
king  and  lords  are  equally  subjefl,  and.  what -must  arise  fron^ 
the  nature  of  the  trust.  A  peer  of  Parliapient,  for  instance, 
qannot  be  elefted  a  member  01  the  Hou?e  of  Commons,*  because 
he  already  forms  part  of  another  branch  of  the  same  legislative 
body.  A  lunatic  has  a  natural  incapacity.  Other  instanceg 
might  be  mentioned,  but  those  twp  are  sufficient.  The  freor 
domofeleftion  is  then  the  common  right  of  the  people,  their 
fSir  and  just  share  of  power;  and  I. hold  it  to  be  the  mor^ 
glorious  inheritance  of  every  subjeft  of  this  realm^  the  noblest^ 
and,  I  trust,  the  most  solid  part  of  that  beautiftil  fabric,  the 
English  constitution.  Here  I  might  Jean,  Sir,  o^ , the  most 
*  respeftable  authorities  which  can  be  cited,  tKe  supreme  judica- 

*•  ture  of  the  kingdom^  and  the  venerable  judges  of  former  age? 
a3  well  as  of  oiir  own  times.  /  tn^t  them  accidentally  this  morning 
in  the  course  of  my  readings  as  an  old  friend  *  pf  Wilkes  and 
Z*ibertyj  now,  ala:; !  lost  to  every  sense  of  duty  to  his  country^ 
frequently  tells  another  assembly,  he  accidenfall'^  meets  all  the 
tiresome  quotations  he  makes.  The  house,  of  Peer*:,  in  th^ 
cise  of  Aihby  and  White  in  1704,  deternuned,  "  ^  man  has 
a  right  to  his  freehold  by  the  common  l^wj  and  the.law  hav- 
ing annexed  his  rights  of  voting  to  his  freehold;^  it  i$^  of  thf 

*  The  Duke  pfGraftpfi.   " 
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nature  of  his  frchold,  and  must  depend  upon  it."  On  th€ 
same  occasion  likewise  they  declared, "  it  is  absurd  to  say,  the 
dehors  right  of  chusing  is  founded  upon  the  law  and  custom 
of  Parliament.  It  is  an  original  right,  part  of  the  constitution 
"of  the  kingdom,  as  much  as  a  Parliament  is,  and  from  whence 
the  persons  elected  to  serve  in  Parliament  do  derive  their  au- 
thority, and  can  have  no  other  but  that  which  is  given  to 
them  by  those  that  have  the  original  right  to  chuse  them.'' 
The  greatest  law  authorities,  both  ancient  and  modem,  agree 
in  opinion,  that  every  subject  of  the  realm,  not  disqualified  by 
law,  is  eligible  of  common  right.  Lord  Coke,  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Holt,  and  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone,  are  the  only  autho- 
rities I  shall  cite.  I  regard  not,  Sir,  the  slavish  courtly  doc- 
trinces  propagated  by  lawyers  in  either  House  of  Parliament^ 
as  to  the  rights  of  the  subje^l,  no  more  than  I  do  as  to  what 
they  call  high  treason  and  rebellion.  Such  doftrines  are  de- 
livered here  only  to  be  reported  elsewhere.  These  men  have 
their  reward.  But  the  venal  tongue  of  a  prostitute  advocate 
or  judge  is  best  answered  by  the  wise  and  sober  pen  of  the 
same  man,  when  in  a  former  cool  moment,  unheated  by  party 
rage  or  faftion,  after  the  fullest  deliberation,  he  gave  to  the 
nation,  to  the  present  age  and  to  posterity,  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial detail  of  their  undoubted  rights,  and  when  he  laid  down 
in  clear  and  express  terms,  the  plain  law  of  the  land.  Lord 
Coke  says,  **  He  which  is  eligible  of  common  right,  cannot 
be  disabled  by  the  said  ordinance  in  Parliament,  unless  it  had 
been  by  a6t  of  Parliament."  Lord  Chief  Justice  Holt  declares, 
*' The  ele<nion  of  knights  belongs  to  the  freeholders  of  coim- 
ties,  and  it  is  an  original  right,  vested  in  and  inseparable  from 
the  freehold,  and  can  no  more  be  severed  from  their  freehold, 
than  their  freehold  itself  can  be  taken  away  .**  Mr.  Justice 
Blackstone  in  the  first  book  of  his  Commentaries  has  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  ^i  Subjcft  to  these  restridlions  and  disqualifi- 
cations, every  subjeft  of  the  realm  is  eligible  of  common 
right."  This  common  right  of  the  subjeft,  Sir,  was  violated 
by  the  majority  of  the  last  House  of  Commons,  and  I  affirm, 
that  they,  and  in  particular,  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  the 
noble  Lord  with  the  blue  ribband,  committed  high  treason 
against  Magna  Charta.  This  house  only,  without  the  inter- 
ference of  the  other  parts  of  the  legislature,  took  upon  them  to 
make  the  law.  They  adjudged  me  incapable  of  being  eleft- 
ed  a  member  to  serve  in  that  Parliament,  although  I  was  qua- 
lified by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  noble  Lord  declared, 
"  if  any  other  candidate  had  only  six  votes  he  would  seat  him 
for  Middlesex."*  I  repeat  it,  Sir,  this  violence  was  a  direft 

*  ThiM  is  z  mistake.    See  LoidStmLe^'s  S^echj  page  234. 
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infringement  of  Magna  Charta>  high  treason  against  the  sacred 
charter  of  our  Ubertics.  The  wordg  to  which  I  allude  ought 
always  to  be  written  in  letters  of  gold.  ^*  No  freeman  shall  be 
disseized  of  his  freehold^  of  liberties,  or  free  customs,  unless 
by  the  lawful  judgement  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the 
land."  By  the  conduct  of^that  majority,  and  of  the  noble 
Lord,  they  assumed  to  themselves  the  power  of  making  th^  . 
law  and  at  the  same  moment  invaded  the  rights  of  the  peoplCf 
the  King,  and  the  lords.  The  two  last  tamely  acquiesced  in 
the  exercise  of  a  power,  which  had  been  in  a  great  instance 
fetal  to  their  predecessors,  had  put  and  end  to  their  very  exn. 
btence  ;  but  the  people ^  Sir,  and  in  particular  the  spirited  free* 
holders  of  this  coimty,  whose  ruUng  passion  is  the  love  of 
liberty,  have  not  yet  forgiven  the  attack  on  their  rights.  So 
dangerous  a  precedent  of  violence  and  injustice,  which  may  in 
future  times  be  cited  by  a  despotic  minister  of  the  crown,  ought 
to  be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  this  House. 

I  have  heard  and  read  much  of  precedents  to  justify  the  pnv 
deeding  of  the  majority  in  the  last  House  of  Commons.  I 
-own,  Sir,  I* value  very  little  the  do^ine  of  precedents. 
There  is  scarcely  any  new  villainy  under  the  sun.  A  prece- 
dent can  never  justify  any  aftion  in  itself  wicked,  a  robbery  for 
instance  on  the  heaths  of  Hounslow  orBagshot,  of  which  there 
.we  innumerable  precedents.  The  basest  a6kions  may  be  ju^ 
tified  from  precedents  drawn  from  bad  times  and  bad  men. 
^he  sole  question  is.  Whether  this  power  is  not  a  direft  usur-  , 
patron  on  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  If  that  it  is  proved,  I  care 
yiot  how  long  the  usurpation  has  continued,  how  often  prac- 
tised. It  is  Iiigh  time  to  put  an  end  to  it.  it  vms  the  case  of 
general  warrants.  One  precedent,  however,  the  most  insisted 
tipon,  I  must  take  notice  of,  because  it  is  said  fully  to  come  up  to 
the  point,  but  in  my  opinion,  in  aUnost  every  part  it  proves  the 
contrary  of  what'  it  has  been  brought  to  support,  I  mean  the 
^remarkable  case  of  Mr.  Walpole  in  171 1,  a  period  in  which 
the  rankest  Tory  principles  were  countenanced  more  than  in 
any  period  of  our  history  prior  to  1760.  The  case  has  bedi 
so  partially  quoted,  even  by  a  *  person  whose  sole  merit  here 
Was  an  assumed  accuracy,  which  he  never  possessed,  that  I  shall 
desire  it  may  be  read  to  the  House  from  our  journals.  The 
date  is  March  6,  171I. 

[The  Clerk  reads^  "  Resolved,  that  Robert  "Walpole, 
Esquire,  having  been,  this  session  of  Parliament,  committed 
a  prisoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  expelled  this  House, 
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for  an  high  breach  of  trust  in  the  execution  of  his  office^  and  nctO' 
rious  corruption  ivhen  secretary  at  ivary  was  and  is  incapable 
of  being  cle6led  a  member  to  serve  in  the  present  Parlia- 
ment."] Now,  Sir,  I  must  observe,  that  even  that  Parliap- 
ment,  at  an  aera  so  hostile  to  the  liberties  not  only  of  Eng- 
land but  of  Europe,  did  not  venture  to  adjudge  him  inca^ 
pable  of  being  elefted  a  member  to  serve  in  that  Parliament 
only  because  he  was  expelled,  but  in  the  body  of  the  reso- 
lution itself  they  add  another  reason,  which  would  be  trifling, 
if  one  was  sufficient,  and  adequate  to  the  point,  the  high 
breach  of  trust  in  the  execution  of  his  office^  tiotorious  carruptiony 
nuhen  secretary  at  nvar.  As  trustees  for  the  public,  they  as- 
signed a  cause,  which  must  interest  every  member  of  the 
community.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  late  majority 
declared,  *^  That  John  Wilkes  Esquire,  having  been  ia 
this  session  of  Parliament  expelled  this  House,  was  and  is  in- 
capable of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  this  present  pai> 
liamerit.''  The  having  been  expelled'^  whether  justly  or  un- 
justly, is  the  only  reason  they  gave  to  the  public.  I  shall 
not  yet,  Sir,  dismiss  the  case  of  IVIr.  Walpole.  *  It  will  prove 
another  proposition  I  have  maintained,  the  injustice  of  the 
late  majority  in  seating  Mr.  Luttrell  in  this  House.  The  fa& 
is,  that  the  House  of  Commons  having  expelled  Mr.  Walpole, 
ordered  a  new  writ  to  issue.  At  the  subsequent  eledlion,  ^Ir. 
Walpole  was  again  returned.  A  Mr.  Taylor,  who  had  a  mi- 
nority of  votes,  petitioned,  but  the  eleftion  was  vacated.  Had 
the  do£b*ine  propagated  by  the  late  majority,  and  by  the  noble 
lord  in  the  blue  ribband,  been  just,  Mr.  Taylor  ought  to  liavc 
sat,  the  House  should  have  resolved  he  ought  to  have  been 
returned,  and  the  grossest  injustice  was  actually  done  to  him. 
But  even  that  Parliament,  whose  memory  thjc  nation  execrates, 
dared  not  proceed  to  such  enormous  wickedness.  It  way^c^ 
served  for  the  present  acra,  when  shame  has  lost  its  blush. 
Mr.  Luttrell  was  for  some  years  declared  to  represent  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  although  a  great  majority  of  the  .free- 
holders abhorred  and  reprobated  the  idea,  and  on  every  pub- 
lic occasion  declared  it. 

Sir,  when  the  strong  reasons,  on  which  any  doftrine  is 
founded,  bear  me  out,  I  care  little  about  precedents.  I  re- 
collect, however,  another  instance  of  Mr.  WooUaston,  which 
diredlly  meets  an  objection,  which  has  been  n^uch  relied 
upon,  "  that  expulsion  necessarily  implies  incapacity."  It  is 
the  last  I  shall  desire  the  clerk  to  read.  I  wish  him  to  turn 
to  the  journals  of  February  20,  1698.  [The  Clerk  reads^ 
f*  Resolved^  that  Richard  WooUaston^  Esquire^  being  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  having  since  bcQn  con- 
cerned and  afted  as  a  receiver  of  the  duties,  &c.  contrary 
to  the  aft  made  in  the  5th  and  6th  of  his  Majesty's  reign, 
&c.  be  expelled  this  House."']  Now,  Sir,  I  defy  all  the  sub- 
tlety of  the  most  fexpert  court  lalvyer  among  us,  all  the  so- 
phistry of  the  bar,  to  reconcile  this  case  with  the  favourite 
•coiirt  teiiet,  '*  that  expulsion  implies  incapacity,  because  the 
faft:  is  ascertained,  that  a  new  writ  did  issue  for  the  borough 
of  Whitchurch,  and  that  Mr.  Waollaston  nvas  re^leBed  and 
sat  in  the  same  Parliament.  Incapacity  therefore  does  not  ne- 
cessarily follow  expulsion. 

I  am  ready  to  admit  that  where  a  clear  legal  incapacity 
fexists,  all  votes  given  to  a  person  incapacitated  are  thrown 
Jiway,  if  they  are  knowingly  given  to  him.  But,  Sir,  I  beg 
leave  to  assert  that  this  was  not  the  case  in  the  Middlesex  bu- 
siness. .  Mr.  Wilkes  was  qualified  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and 
the  freeholders,  who  perfedtiy  understood  the  clear  point  of 
law,  as  well  as  their  own  rights,  expressly  declared  in  the 
petition  presented  on  the  29th  of  April  to  the  House,  "  Your 
petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  to  this  honourable  House, 
that  the  said  Heny  Lawes  Luttrellhad  not  the  majority  of 
legal  votes  at  the  said  eledlion,  nor  did  the  majority  of  the 
ireeholders,  when  they  voted  for  John  Wilkes^  Esquire,  mean 
thereby  to  throw  away  their  votes,  or  to  wave  their  right  of 
representation  5  nor  would  they,  by  any  means,  have  chosen  to 
be  represented  by  the  said  Henry  Lawes  Luttrell,  Esquire. 
Your  petitioners  therefore  apprehend  that  he  cannot  sit  as  the 
Representative;  of  the  said  cpunty  in  Parliament,  without  a 
manifest  infringement  of  f  he  rights  and  privileges  of  the  free- 
holders thereof." 
.y^v  This  House,  Sir,  is  created  by  the  people,  as  the  other  is  by 
ihelWl^  What  right  can  the  majority  have  to  say  to  any 
county,  city,  or  borough,  you  shall  not  have  a  particular  person 
your  representative,  only  because  he  is  obnoxious  to  us,  when 
he  is  qualified  by  law  ?  Every  county,  city,  or  borough,  has  an 
tqual  right  with  all  other  counties,  cities  and  boroughs,  to  its 
{Particular  deputy  in  the  great  council  of  the  nation.  Each  is 
distin£l:,  free  and  independent*  I  do  not  mean.  Sir,  now  to 
enter  into  the  argument,  whether  it  may  not  be  fit  to  give  this 
House  the  power  of  expulsion  in  the  first  instante  for  very  fla- 
grant and  infamous  crimes,  either  committed,  or  of  which  the 
member  may  be  convidled,  .subsequent  to  his  ele6tion.  That 
might  seem  an  appeal  to  the  people,  the  sending  the  member 
back  to  his  constituents.  If  however  they  differ  in  opinion 
from  the  House,  and  re-ele£t  him,  he  ought  to  sit,  bec;^use  he 
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claims  his  scat  under  the  same  authority  each  member  holds 
his,  a  delegation  from  the  people^  The  first  appeal  to  the 
constituents  may  seem  just.  The  appeal  certainly  lies  to  them, 
and  it  is  by  their  representation  only  you  arc  a  Housa  of  Par- 
liament. They  have  the  right  of  chusing  for  themselves,  not 
you  for  them. 

Sir,  I  will  venture  to  assert,  that  the  latr  of  the  land,  by 
which  all  courts  of  judicature  are  equally  bound,  is  overturned 
by  the  power  lately  exercised  by  a  majority  of  the  House.  Tlic 
right  of  eleftion  is  placed  not  in  you,  but  in  other  hands,  in 
those  of  your  constituents.  Your  predecessors  not  only  robbed 
a  particular  county  of  its  noblest  privileges,  but  they  changed 
the  constitution  of  a  House  of  Commons.  The  freeholders  of 
this  county,  and  the  nation^  abhorred  the  action,  and  poured 
their  execrations  on  the  authors.  But,  Sir,  if  you  can  expel 
whom  you  please,  and  reject  tho^e  disagreeable  to  you,  the 
House  will  be  self -cr eat t^d  and  self-existing.  The  original  idea 
of  your  representing  the  people  will  be  lost.  .  The  conse- 
quences of  such  a  principle  are  to  the  highest  degree  alarming. 
A  more  forcible  engine  of  despotism  cannot  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  any  minister.  I  wish  gentlemen  would  attend  to  the 
plain  consequences  of  such  proceedings,  and  consider  how  they 
may  be  brought  home  to  themselves.  A  member  hated  or 
dreaded  by  the  minister  is  accused  of  any  crime,  for  instance, 
of  having  written  a  pretended  libel,  I  mention  this  instance  as 
the  crime  least  likely ^to  be  committed  by  most  of  the  members 
of  this  House.  No  proof  whatever  is  given  on  oath  before 
you,  because  you  cannot  administer  an  oath.  '^Thc  minister 
invades  immediately  the  right  of  juries.  Before  any  trial,  he 
gets  the  paper  voted  a  libel,  and  the  member  he  wishes  ex- 
pelled to  be  the  author,  which  fa<St  you  are  not  competent  to 
try.  Expulsion  means,  as  it  is  pretended,  incapacity.  The 
member  is  adjudged  incapable  \  he  cannot  be  re-eleclcd,  and  thus 
is  he  excluded  from  Parliament.  A  minister  by  such  ma- 
noeu\Tes  may  garble  a  House  of  Commons  till  not  a  single 
enemy  of  his  own,  or  friend  of  his  country,  is  left  here,  and 
the  representation  of  the  people  is  in  a  great  degree  lost.  Cor- 
ruption had  not  lent  despotism  wings  to  fly  so  high  in  the 
times  of  Charles  I.  or  the  minister  of  that  day  would  have 
been  contented  with  expelling  Hampden  and  the  .four  other 
heroes,  because  they  had  immediately  been  adjudged  incapable^ 
and  he  thereby  incapacitated  them  from  thwarting  in  Parlia^ 
ment  the  arbitrary  measures  of  a  wicked  court. 

Upon  ;ill  these  considerations,  in  order  to  quiet  the  minds 
of  the  people,  to  restwc  our  violated  constitution  to  its  ori-r 
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ginal  -purity,  tq  vindicate  the  injured  rights  of  this  county  in 
particular,  and  of  all  the  ele^ors  of  this  kingdom,  and  that 
not  the  least  trace  of  the  violence  and  injustice  of  the  last 
'parliament  may  disgrace  our  records,  I  humbly  move,  "  that 
the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  17th  of  February  1769, 
*  T/jat  John  Wilkes^  Esquire ^  having  been  in  this  session  ofParlia^ 
ment  expelled  this  House  ^  was,  and  is,  incapable  of  sitting  in  the  pre* 
sent  Parliament y  be  expunged  from  the  journals  of  this  House, 
as  being  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the  whole  body  of  ele<5tors 
erf  this  j^ingdom/* 

Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn  seconded  the  motion.  He  went  into 
'  the  whole  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  case.  When  he  came  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Parliament,  he  condemned  them  in  very  strong 
terms :  asserted  positively,  that  the  resolutions  now  under 
consideration  were  contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land ;  were  de- 
stru<SHve  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  people  ;  were  the 
most  violent,  unjust,  and  ill-founded,  that  ever  dis^^raced  this 
country,  or  any  free  assembly.  He  averred  this,  as  a  lawyer, 
and  a  member  of  that  House  j  and  concluded  with  calling  upoti 
the  justice  of  that  House,  to  comply  with  the  motion,  and 
rescind  those  infamous  resolutions. 

\_He  spoke  in  great  pain^  being  at   that  time   affilEled  with   a 
severe  jit  of  the  gout. '] 

Colonel  Onslow.  The  learned  serjeant  promised  us  to  con- 
fine himself  to  the  present  question ;  but  the  warmth  of  his 
friendship  has  carried  him  on  into  the  whole  of  Mr.  Wilkes's 
case.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  House  will  grant  me  the  same 
indulgence,  if  my  warmth  and  zeal  for  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  this  House,  and  the  public  cause,  should  induce  me 
to  follow  the  learned  serjeant  in  any  point  beyond  the  ques- 
tion before  us.  Before  I  proceed,  I  bee  leave  to  recall  to 
the  memory  of  the  House,  that  a  quest^n  relative  to  the 
Middlesex  election  was  annually  moved  by  one  of  the  most 
respe<S^able  members  of  this  House ;  a  gentleman,  Sir,  great 
\n  his  fortune,  great  m  his  abilities,  and  'still  greater  from  his 
.credit  and  chara<5ter,  both  within  and  without  these  walls: 
yet  a  question  so  moved  always  passed  unheeded  by,  under  a 
silent  vote.  And  I  would  not  now  presume  to  debatie  it,  with- 
out making  an  ajwlogy  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  and 
giving  the  true  reason  why  it  was  not  replied  to  in  the  late 
Parliament :  the  question  was  then  speBata  satis ^  as  it  wasmost 
fully  agitated  in  this  House  by  the  ablest  of  its  members,  and 
-also  employed  th^  talents  and  pens  of  the  most  eminent  lawyers 
.<)f  the  times, 
^;    We  ara  now  sitting  in  a  new  Parliament ;   we  have  many 
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new  and  many  young  men  members  of  it.  It  i's  therefore  ber 
come  necessary  to  debate  the  question  before  us  ;  and,  I  hope, 
our  young  members  will  give  the  most  serious  attention  to 
this  day's  business,  which  is  a  great  lefture  on  the  power  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people.  I  hope  the  House  will  pardon  my  insufficiency,  and 
also  my  eagerness  to  exert  myself  on  the  present  occasion  j 
but  when  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  House  is  concerned, 
and  when  I  look  at  that  chair,  which  has  done  my  family  so 
much  honour,  by  having  had  so  many  of  my  name  to  preside 
in  il,  I  feel  myaelf  called  upon,  I  feel  myself  animated,  and 
will  presume  to  debate  after  the  learned  serjeant.  I  hope  I 
shall  be  excused,  though  I  was  not  professionally  bred  ;  I  was 
bred  a  soldier,  and  though  piy  abilities  are  as  short  as  my  per- 
son, yet  if,  by  taking  thought,  I  could  add  a  cubit  to  them,  I 
would  willingly  be  a  grenadier  on  the  present  occasion,  where 
the  necessary  power,  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  ifouse  of 
Commons  are  so  strongly  attacked. 

Sir,  the  question  before  us  is,  a  motion  to  expunge  from  our 
journals  a  resolution  of  this  House,  which  is  as  fellows  : 

"  Resolved,  That  John  Wilkes,  Esq.  having  been,  in  this 
session  of  Parliament,  expelled  the  House,  was.  and  is  incapable 
of  sitting  in  the  present  Parliament." 

Sir,  I  will  produce  precedents  to  shew  tliat  this  House,  from 
1580,  has  constantly  exerted  that  power;  and  will  prove,  from 
plain  reason,  that  it  is  necessary  for  the  House  to  have  such  4 
power. 

■  Sir,  the  old  precedents  run,  in  general,  in  words  not  to  be 
misconstrued :  that  the  offender  be  e^elled  this  House^  and  he 
presefUly  cut  offy  and  severed  from  the  present  Parliament,  or  ia 
some  words  full  as  strong.     I  desire  to  read  the  precedents. 

\Iiere  Colonel  Onslo*iv  read  several  precedents  ^  beginning  nvith  the 
case  of  Arthur  Hally  Esq,  which  declared  the  member  expelled  to 
be  cut  off  and  severed from^the  present  Parli(imentJ] 

Sir,  these  precedents  fully  and  manifestly  shew  what  our  an- 
cestors and  predecessors  held  to  be  the  law  of  Parliament,  that 
expulsion  contained  incapacity. 

This  has  been  always  the  law  of  Parliament,  even  in  times 
when  the  power  of  the  people  was  highest.  1  shall  now  argue 
on  the  cases  of  Mr.  Woollaston  and  Mr.  Walpole,  and  shew 
these  cases  do  not  serve  the  learned  Serjeant's  purpose  on  the 
present  occasion.  Mr.  Woollaston  held  an  office  which,  by 
an  aft  of  Parliament,  rendered  him  incapable  of  sitting  in  Par- 
liament :  he  lost  his  seat  by  it.  Mr.  Woollaston  parted  with 
his  office  ;  and  common  sense  tells  us,  when  .Mr-  WooUaston 
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parted  with  that  office  which  created  his  incapacity,  the  inca- 
pacity ceased ;  he  was  eligible  of  course^  and  had  a  right  to 
serve  in  the  then  Parliament,  which  he  did ;  and  though  the 
Word  expelled -w^  used  in  Mr.  Woolliaston's  <:asc,  yet  all  candid 
'  persons  allow  it  was  nothing  more  than  ah  inaccuracy.     Let 
the  good  sense  of  this  precedent  speak  for  itself.     It  does  not 
follow,  that  had  Mr.  Woo^aston  been  expelled  for  writing  an 
obscene,  impious,  or  traitorous  libel,  that  the  House  would 
have  suffered  him  to  sit  in  that  Parliament.     As  to  the  case  of 
Mr.Walpole,  surely  nothing  can  be  plainer  than  this,  that  Mr. 
Walpole,  by  means  of  a  very  spirited  set  of  eleftors,  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  obtain  a  seat  in  that  Parliament  from  which 
he  was  expelled.    la  that  instance  the  House  resolved,  "  That 
Robert  Walpole,  Esq.  having  been  expelled,  was  and  is  inca- 
pable of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  the  present  Parlia- 
ment."    And  now,  Sir,  I  beg  leave  to  give  the  House  a  cu- 
rious anecdote,  which  came  from  undoubted  authority,  but  I  am 
not  at  liberty  to  mention  from  whom.    When  the  House,  after 
their  declaration,  rejected  Mr.  Walpole,  on  his  return  home  he 
said,  that  after  what  had  happened,  the  House  were  a  par- 
cel of  fools  for  not  taking  the  second  person  on  the  'poll. 
And  what  shews  still  farther  that  this  was  Mr.  Walpole's 
real  opinion,  is  this,  that  he  would  not  venture  to  make  such 
another   experiment,  but  got  his   friend  Sir   John   or   Sir 
Charlas  Turner  to  be  chosen  in  his  stead,  to  fill  his  seat  and 
preserve  his  interests  at  Lynn.     Add  to  all  this,  that  when  Mr. 
Walpole  came  into  power,  with  popularity  at  his  heels,  he 
never  even  attempted  to  subvert  or  alter  that  power  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  which  he  had  before  so  strongly  con- 
tended had  unjustly  deprived  him  of  his  seat  in  Parliament, 
and  his  eleftors  of  their  rights  and  privileges.     I  think  I  have 
sufficiently  shewn,  that  these  modern  precedents  as  little  assist 
the  learned  serjeant  in  his  arguments,  as  even  the  ancient 
ones.     But  as  I  forgot  to  do  it  sooner,  I  beg  here  to  answer 
the  learned  serjeant,  in  calling  the  ancient  precedents  infamous 
ones.     Does  the  learned  serjeant  continue  in  the  same  mind  ? 
I  find  he  doe?.    With  what  grace,  then,  can  the  learned  ser- 
jeant presume  to  hope  the  House  will  expunge  the  resolution 
in  question,  when  the  learned  serjeant,  in  the  same  breath,  tells- 
us,  that  we  leave  behind  on  your  journals  the  most  infamous 
precedents  ?  Such  precedents  as,  by  his  account,  stare  the  pri- 
vileges and  rights  of  the  people  in  the  face,  and  may,  at  any 
future  time,  gape  and  devour  them.     Are  we  then,  as  the  pre- 
sent motion  requires  us  to  do,  to  rescind  and  expunge  partially 
such  resolutions  only  as  come  ad  hominem  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  and 

(^  to 
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to  his  cause  ?  Let  the  learned  serjeant,  in  his  robe  of  law  and 
justice,  (as  he  has  gone  into  the  whole  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  case) 
now  declare  on  what  principles  of  law  and  justice  he  leaves 
Mr.  Asgill,  who  was  expelled  this  House  for  blasphemy,  to  be 
hung  up  a  public  spe£lacle  to  all  eternity,  and  why  his  friend 
is  to  be  cut  down,  and  his  fame,  buried,  and  sweetened  by  his 
mother  earth,  after  his  being  exposed  only  for  a  few  years. 
Yet  this  will  be  the  case,  should  Mr.  Wilkes  in  this  instance 
triumph  over  the  power  and  dignity  of  Parliament.     All  then 
that  this  House  did  will  appear  wrong,  and  all  that  the  worthy 
magistrate  did  in  those  times  will  in  a  great  measure  be  justi- 
fied.    I  now  proceed  to  shew  why  expulsion  should  imply  an 
incapacity  to  serve  in  the  Parliament  from  whence  the  member 
is  expelled.     Sir,  this  is  a  necessary  power,  otherwise  it  would 
be  possible  for  a  few,  and  even  one  member,  to  traduce  you, 
Mr.  Speaker,  or  the  House,  ad  libitum^  without  our  being  able 
effc<fhially  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  so  put  a  stop  to  all  business. 
Sir,  there  are  men  who  are  hardy  enough  to  attempt  this— I 
hope  not  within  these  walls ;  but  such  men  could  easily  be 
found,  had  not  the  House  the  power  (which  thank  God  it  has) 
of  expelling  them,  and  cutting  them  off  from  the  present  Par-r 
liament.     If  the  House  could  not  keep  out  such  offender^  w;e 
might  expell  all  in  vain  •,  they  would  as  often  be  returned  to 
us,  and  no  business  go  on,  ad  infimtum^  unless  we  went  to  the 
Crown,  and  the  other  House,  to  join  us  in  a  bill  to  expall  oiur 
own  members,  which  would  be  an  event  so  monstrous,  that  \ 
can  never  suppose  any  House  of  Commons  will  suffer  it  to 
happen,     I  will  now  proceed  to  shew  that  the  House,  in  the 
resolution  now  moved  to  be  expunged*  and  treated  with  so 
much  ignominy,  proceeded  only  agreeably  to  both  the  law  of 
Parliament  and  the  common  law  of  the  land,  and  will  meet 
those  gentlemen  on  their  own  ground  who  are  hostile  to  the 
resolution  in  question,  and  who  argue  Vith  the  learned  scr* 
jeant,  that  such  resolution  is  not  consonant  to  the  coounoQ 
law  of  the  land.     Sir,  Prynne,  who  is  a  writer  of  great  autho* 
rity,  makes  use  of  this  expression  in  his  observations  on  the 
parliamentary   writs,   that  it  is  no    restraint   on   the  liberths 
of  the  people^  to  prevent   them  from   chusing  improper  persons 
to   represent  them.     What    do  those  writs  which  the  law 
require  ?  We  are  tol4,  in  the  ancient  writs,  that  the  person  to 
be  chosen  as  a  member  to  serve  in  Parliament,  must  be  probus^ 
discretusy  legalis  ad  labor andum  pot  ens  y  or,  as  the  words  of  the 
writ  now  run,  a  sober  and  discreet  burgess.     Now,  Sir,  can  a 
person  be  said  to  be  probtis  fs*  discretusy  sober  and  discreet y  who 
was  in  execution  for  writing  obscene,  impious,  or  traitorous 
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libels,  who  was  not  purged  from  his  crimes,  by  having  paid 
kis  fine,  and  suffered  the  imprisonment  allotted  him  by  his 
sentence  ?  Could  Mr.  Wilkes  come  under  the  farther  descrip- 
tion oilegalit ad  laborandum potens ^  Could  he  attend  to  serve 
his  country  in  Parliament  while  \^  was  in  prison^  from  whence 
the  privilege  of  Parliament  could  not  release  him  ?  Certainly, 
as  Mr.  Prynne  saysy  he  was  one  of  those  Improper  persons  which 
the  writs  prohibit  from  being  chosen  to  represent  the  people. 
Can  a  person  expelled  this  House,  for  the  crimes  Mr,  Wilkes 
was,  or  for  any  crime,  be  called ^ro^z/j  £5*  discretus^  a  sober  and 
^iscreet  person,  and  be  eligible  again  in  a  few  days  ?  Com- 
mon sense  as  well  a§  common  law  opposes  it.  In  short,  Mr. 
Wilkes  was  not  eligible  at  the  time  contended  for  by  the  tenor 
of  the  writ,  which  is  the  common  law  of  the  land ;  and  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  declaring  that  John  Wilkes,  Esq.  hav- 
ing, in  this  session  of  Parliament,  \^a\  expelled  this  House, 
was  and  is  incapable  of  being  elected  a  member  to  serve  in  the 
present  Parliament,  only  followed  the  precedents  of  fdmier 
parliaments,  and  went  hand  in  hand  with  the  writ,  which  is 
the  common  law  of  the  land. 

And  sure,  no  gentleman  will  call  in  question  or  oppose  a 
power  of  this  House,  which  gots  pari  passu  with  the  common 
law.  It  certainly,  as  Mr.  Prynne  says,  is  no  restraint  on  the 
liberty  of  the  people,  to  prevent  their  chusin^  improper  per- 
son§  to  represent  them ;  the  British  empire,  the  world,  was 
all  before  the  Middlesex  eledlors :  surely  they  might  have 
found  another  person  of  equal  abilities,  patriotism,  and  virtue, 
with  Mr.  Wilkes,  to  represent  them  !  If  such  a  person  was 
not  to  be  found  in  this  island,  they  might  have  brought  Mr. 
Otis,  Mr.  Cushing,  or  any  other  patriot,  from  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  what  has  happened  in  the  city  of 
London,  on  similar  occasions.  On  their  late  vacancies  for  al- 
dermen, the  citizens  have  not  been  able  to  fill  them  from  the 
city.  Tarn  sorry  to  say,  the  citizens  were  necessitated  to  go  to 
the  west  end  of  this  town,  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  to 
jSnd  patriots  sufiicient  to  preside  over  them  as  magistrates,  and 
represent  them  in  the  city  senate.  What  have  they  done.  Sir  ? 
They  have  adopted  aliens  instead  of  citizens ;  and  instead  of 
the  fat,  inaftivQ,  commercial  alderman,  they  have  chosen  pa- 
triots, as  Shakespeare  says,  not  sleek-headed  men,  and  such  as 
sleep  of  nights ;  no.  Sir,  they  have  discarded  the  fat,  sleek, 
Well-carcased,  black  dock,  from  the  city  coach,  and  have  sub- 
stituted \in  their  stead  the  nag*tailed,  the  patriotic  alderman  ; 
they  champ  the  bit,  foam,  prance,  and  curvet ;  but  I  doubt 
whether  tjhcse  blood  bays  will  draw  quite  so  well  as  tha  oVi 
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blacks  :  and  if  the  Phaeton  now  on  the  box  should  overtam 
die  state-coach  into  the  Fleet-ditch,  I  question  whether  these 
Hght  cattle  will  be  able  to  get  it  out  again..  I  will  return  more 
closely  to  the  question,  and  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  if  the 
precedents  I  have  read  had  been  extracted  from  our  journals, 
had  they  been  printed  and  stiKk  up  against  the  door  of  every 
parish  church  in  this  isl^id,  common  sense  would  have  pre- 
vailed, and  the  people  would  not  have  been  deceived  and  im* 
posed  upon  as  ihey  have  been,  as  to  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  regard  to  the  Middlesex 
eleftion  ^  and  let  me  say  to  the  young  members  of  this  House, 
that  I  would  have  them  strip  these  proceedings  of  their  so- 
phistry, their  powder,  and  paint,  by  which  they  have  been  dis- 
g;msed  by  artfiil  men  and  lawyers ;  let  them  wash  and  sweeten 
tliis  hackneyed  and  battered  question,  and  then  take  her  to  their 
judgments,  puris  naturcdihus :  let  them  judge  from  the  plain 
sense  of  the  precedents  on  the  journals,  and  the  plain  sense  of 
the  lafW  of  the  land. 

The  learned  serjeant  has  called  this  motion,  to  expunge  the 
resolution  from  our  journals,  a  conciliatory  motion.  Sir,  it 
is  quite  otherwise ;  the  worthy  magistrate  and  learned  seijeant 
.  must  know  the  House  cannot  agree  to  it,  and  therefore  we 
$hall  have  this  question  over  and  over  again  5  it  will  be  kept 
as  the  continual  firebrand  of  fadlion,  to  disturb  and  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people.  Therefore,  Sir,  though  I  am  convinced 
that  the  late  House  of  Commons  only  exerted  the  usual  and 
necessary  powers  of  the  House  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  and 
the  Middlesex  election  j  and  though  I  feel  the  House  ought 
to  have  such  power,  yet  I  shall  be  for  what  I  hope  to  see,  a 
moderate  and  reasonable  bill  to  limit  the  time  of  expul- 
sion ;  and  I  implore  the  House  on  all  sides  to  join  in  such  a 
bill,  which  will  quiet  the  minds  of  men,  and  extinguish  this 
torch  of  faction :  such  a  measure  will  be  truly  conciliatory,  and 
God  send  it  may  soon  happen. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  thought  the  ex- 
puHon  a  right  measure. 

Lord  Staul-^y  said,  the  worthy  magistrate  [the  Lord  Mayor  J 
was  mistaken  in  ascribing  to  the  noble  lord  [Lord  North]  the 
declaration,  if  any  other  candidate  had  only  six  votes  he  should 
be  member  for  Middlesex.  It  was  his  father,  the  late  Lord 
Strange,  he  said,  who  made  that  declaration. 

General  Fitzroy  said,  the  magistrate  was  likewise  mistaken 
in  attributing  his  expulsion  to  the  noble  lord  [Lord  North]. 
It  was  the  measure  of  a  noble  duke,  his  brother,  [the  Duke  of 
Grafton]  who  was  then  minister. 

The  Lord  Mayor  replied  in  a  sjririted  planner,  and  was.  par-« 
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ticularly  severe  on  the  insolence  (as  he  termed  it)  of  a  peer's  in- 
terfering in  the  eleftions  and  privileges  of  the  commons. 

'  Hon.  Captain  Luttreil,     Situated  and  connefted  as  I  am,  I 
canriot  sit  still  and  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  question  :  not 
that  I  mean  to  recapitulate  the  demerits  of  a  case  which  has 
been  so  ably  and' frequently  litigated  ;  but  as  I  ever  wish  to 
observe  a  consistency  in  mv  condu6\:,  so  I  must  express  that 
detestation  here  I  have  uniformly  done  without  doors,  of  everr 
illegal  proceeding  respe<fting  the  Middlesex  election.     I  shaU 
not  contend  for  the  impropriety  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  expulsion, 
but  as-  he  was  eligible  in  the  eye  of  the  electors  to  be  again  re- 
turned for  Middlesex,  I  never  can  reconcile  it  to  my  ideas  of 
right,  how  a  person,  not  possessed  of  the  suflfrages  of  a  majo- 
rity of  legal  freeholders,  could,  by  a  vote  of  this  House,  become 
a  legal  member  ;  therefore  I  have  constantly  laipented,  that  no 
arguments  of  mine,  or  of  the  real  friends  of  the  colonel,  could 
prevent  him  from  undertaking,  or  prevail  "with  him  to  relin- 
quish an  aft  which  I  have  ever  considered  of  the  greatest  in* 
jury  to  the  public  5  but  when  the  colonel  undertook  this  mi-^ 
'  nisterial  job,  it  was  upon  the  fullest  confidence  and  assurance 
of  being  returned  by  a  majority  of  legal  votes.     Sir,  he  never 
meditated  the  violation  of  the  sacred  right  of  election,  but  he 
was  unfortunately  doomed  to  be  the  vehicle  thrpugh  which 
the  machinations  of  a  certain  fadlion  were  to  be  carried  into 
execution  ;  and  if  he  has  been  suspected  of  Quixotism  in  the 
head,  I  trust  he  never  will  be  guilty  of  Stewardism  at  heart. 
Sir,  with  respeft  to  the  right  honourable  member  who  moved 
this  question,  and  was  the  objcft  of  that  persecution,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  him  in  his  private  capacity,  but  in  his  public  cmc 
I  have  ever  held  him  respeftable ;  he  has  exercised  the  great 
offices  of  magistracy  in  this  metropolis  with  an  assiduity  and 
-firmness  that  is  scarce  to  be  paralleled ;  he  has  ever  displayed 
that  consistency  and  uprightness  in  all  his  public  aftions,  that 
in  these  times  of  supinehess  and  duftility,  claim  peculiar  ad^ 
miration. 

Sir,  naturalists  have  observed,  that  at  any  period  of  our  lives, 
there  is  hardly  an  atom  of  the  hurhan  body  remaining,  that  be- 
longed to  it  seven  years  before;  now,  perhaps,  that  hypothesis  may 
hold  good  as  to  the  htiman  mind,  at  least  as  far  as  it  relates  to 
political  life,  if  we  should  judge  by  the  changeable  principles 
&nd  wavering  fame  of  certain  individuals,  seated  within  the 
narrow  compass  of  these  walls ;  and  therefore,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  compleftion  of  this  House  seven  years  ago,  I  will 
now  entertain  a  hope,  as  I  feel  myself  deeply  interested  in  the 
wish^  that  we  may  chearfuUy  agree  to-night,  by  such  a  majo- 
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rity  as  no  ministerial  magic  can  turn  into  a  minoritj^  to  rescind 
such  resolutions  respefting  the  Middlesex  eIedtion>  as  may 
kave  stained  the  conduct  of  the  late  Parliament.  Let  us  leave 
them  in  full  possession  of  those  laurels  they  so  justly  acquired^ 
when  they  made  Mr.  Grenville's  bill  for  the  trial  of  contro- 
verted elections,  perpetual ;  and  as  the  niost  effectual  service 
we  can  render  our  predecessors,  is  compatible  with  our  duty 
to  the  public,  let  this  unconstitutional,  this  oppressive  aA,  be 
oWiterated  from  memory,  and  from  record. 

Mr.  Van  thought  the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion,  might  rest  contented  that  he  had  obtained  Jiis  seat^ 
and  charged  him  with  being  guilty  of  blasphemy. 

The  Lord  Mayor  called  him  to  order,  and  had  the  resolu- 
tion read  •,  this  occasioned  much  laughter.  The  resolution 
was  read,  and  fio  such  word  as  blasphemy  appearing,  he  was 
called  upon  by  the  Lord  Mayor  to  retract  what  he  kad  said  | 
on  which  he  replied,  though  he  had  mistaken  the  precise 
word,  yet  impious  and  prophane  were  pretty  nearly  the  same 
thing. 

Lord  North  quoted  a  number  of  precedents  in  favour  of  the 
xesoluticn,  and  relied  particularly  on  the  expulsion  of  Walpole, 
and  the  cases  of  Maiden  and  Colchester. 

Right  Hon.  T.  Townshend.  Though  the  friends  of  the  mo- 
tion might  be  now  out-numbered,  he  did  not  despair  to  sec 
the  day  when  those  infamous  proceedings  would  be  expimged^ 
and  the*  authors  of  them  brought  to  condign  punishment. 

Mr.  Wallace  insisted,  that  from  the  uninterrupted  usage  of 
Parliament  for  almost  two  centuries,  the  House  fully  possessed 
the  right  of  expulsion* 

Mr.  Attorney  General  said,  he  was  neither  in  Parliament  nor 
in  office,  at  the  time  the  resolution  was  passed,  but  he  under- 
stood then,  and  believed  still  that  the  question  was  decided  09 
the  clearest  principles  of  the  laws  and  constitution. 

Mr.  Byng  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  his  hon.  friend  [Mr« 
Townshend]  and  did  not  doubt  but  the  day  would  arrive 
sooner  than  many  persons  imagined. 

Sir  George  Savile  took  a  very  extensive  view  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  argued  it  on  many  grounds. 

The  other  gentlemen  who  spoke  were  Mr..  Gilbert,  General 
Fitzroy,  Mr.  St.  John,  &c.  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  James  Grenvillc,  Mr.  Richard  Grenville,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Adair,  Mr.  Wedderburne^  and  Mr.  Vyner,  for  it. 

The  House  divided :  Ayes  171 — ^Noes  239. 
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jf  List  of  fie  Minority  on  this  ^estion* 

Tellers.  J.  Rolle  Walter,  Exeter 

Lord  Vise;  Folkstone^Salisbury  Dorsetshire. 

R.  H.  T.  Townshend,  Whit-  Humphry  Sturt 


church 

Bedfordshire* 
Sir  William  Wake,  Bedford 
Robert  Sparrow,  ditto 

Berks, 
J.  Elwys 

Clmstopher  Griffith 
Francis  Annesley,  Reading 
Hon.  Adm.  fCeppel,  Windsor 
Hon.  J.  Montagu,  ditto 

Bucks. 
Earl  Vemcy 
George  Grerrville 


John  Darner,  Dorchester 
Hon.  L.  F.  Carey,  Bridport 
Thomas  Coventry,  ditto 
R.H.  W.  G.  Hamilton,  Ware- 
ham 
Joshua  Mavger,  Poole 
Durham. 
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Lieut.  Gen.  Lambtoi^,  Dur^iam, 
J.  Tempest,  ditto 
Essex. 
John  Luther 

Gloucestershire. 
Sir  Williai?!  Gui^e 


James  Grenville,  jun.Buching-  Edward  Southwell 


h^m 

Richard  Grenville,  ditto 
J.  Aubrey,  Aylesbury 
Joseph  Bullock,  Wendover 

Cheshire, 
T.  Grosevenor,  Chester 

Cornwall. 
Sir  Joim  Molesworth 
J.  Amyand,  Camelford 
Samuel  Salt,  Leskeard 
Edward  Gibbon,  ditto 


Sir  Wm.  Codrington,  Tcwks-v 

bury 
Joseph  Martm,  ditto 
Charles  Barrow,  Gloucester 

Herefordshire. 
Sir  George  Cornwall 
Thomas  Foley,  sen. 
John  Scudamore,  Hereford 

Hertfordshire. 
William  Plumer 
Thomas  Halscy 


Hon.  T.  Howard,  St.  Michael   Paul  Fielde,  Hertford 


Huntingdonshire. 
Earl  Ludlow  ^ 

Kent. 
Hon.  Charles  Marsham 
Thomas  Knjght 
Robert  Gregory,  Rochester 
Sir  WilliamMayne,  Canterbury. 


J.  Dyke  Ackland,  Callington 

Cwnberland. 
Henry  Fletcher 
James  Adair,  Cockenr;outh 
Ralph  Gowland,  ditto 

Derbyshire. 
Lord  George  Cavendish 

Lord  Fred.  Cavendish,  Derby   Rithard  Mills,  ditto 

Devonshire.  Lancashire. 

Alex.  Wedderburn,  Oakhamp-  Sir  Thomas  Egertbn 

ton  Lord  Richard  Cavendish  Lan^ 

Sir  George  Yonge,  Honiton  caster 

I^aurence  Cox,  ditto  ^  Sir  Wm.  Meredith,  Liverpool 

SirPh.JenningsClerk,TQtness' Richard  Pennant,  ditto 
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George  Byi^g,  Wigan 
Beaumont  Hothamj  ditto 
Anthony  James  Keck,  Newton 
Robert  V.  A.  Gwillym,  ditto 

Leicestershire, 
John  Peach,  Hungef  ford 

Lincolnshire, 
Charles  Anderson  Pelhifti 
Evelyn  Anderson,  Grimsby 
Lord  Lumley,  Lincoln 
Robert  Vyner,  ditto 
Middlesex, 
Jbhn  Glp 
John  Wilkes 
John  Sawbridge,  London 
Richard  Oliver,  ditto 
Frederick  Bull,  ditto 
George  Hayley,  ditto 

Norfolk. 
Sir  Edward  Astley 
Wenman  Coke 
Crisp.  Molineux,  Lynn 
Sir  HarbordHarbordjNorwich 

Northamptonshire. 
Thomas  Powys 
Lucy  Knightley 
Sir  George  Robinson,  North- 
ampton 
R  ichard  Benyon,Peterborough 
Fred.  Montagu,  Higham  Fer- 
rers 

Northumberland. 
Sir  Matthew  Ridley,  Newcastle 
Jacob  Wilkinson,  Berwick 

Nottinghamshire. 
Lord  Edward  Bentick 
Sir  Cecil  Wray,  East  Retford 
George  Sutton,  Newark 

Oxfordshire. 
Lord  Wenman 

Shropshire. 
T.  Whitmore,  Bridgenorth 

Somersetshire. 
R.  H.  Coxe 
Edward  Phellps 


Hon.  T.  Luttrell,    Milbourh 

Port. 
C.  Wolseley,  dif to 
Bcinjaihin  AUeil,  Bridgewatef 
J.  Smith,  Bath 
Abel  Moysey,  ditto 
Edmund  Burke,  Bristol 
Hetiry  Cruger,  ditto 
Southampton, 
Jervoise  Clerk,  Yarmoutk 
Edward  Morant,  Lymihgtoii 
Sir  John  Grifiin  Griffin^  An** 

dovei" 
Hon.  J.  Luttrell,  Stockbridge 
J.  Fleming,  Southampton 

Staffordshire, 
George  Anson,  Litchfield 

Stiffolk. 
Rowland  Holt 
Geo.  Wm.  Van  Neck,  Don* 

wich 
Sir  Charles  Davers,  Bi^ 

Surrey. 
Sir  Francis  Viilcent 
James  Scawen 
James  Adam,  Gatton 
Sir  Robert  Clayton,Bletchingiy 
Frederick  Standert,  ditto     ^ 
Nathaniel  Polhlll,  Southwark 

Sujfex,    ' 
Lord  George  Lenox 
Sir  Thomas  S.  Wilson 
Sir  H.  Gough,  Bramber 
Charles  Goring,  Shoreham 
Lord  G.  Germain,  East  Grin- 
stead 
Gen.  J.  Irwin,  ditto 
Filmer  Honeywood,  Steyning 
Thomas  Brand,  Arundel 
G.  L.  Newnham,  ditto 
Rt.  Hon*  T.  Conolly,  Chiches*« 
.  ter 

Warivickshire. 
Sir  Charles  Holte 
Thoi  Geo.  Skipwith 

Edward 
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Edward  Roe  Teo,  Coventry    Beilby  Thompson,  Heydon 

Westmoreland.  Hon.  R.  B.  Walsingham,  Kju^ 

Sir  Michael  Le  Fleming  resborough 

George  Johnstone,  AH>leby     Sir  T.  Frankland.  Thirske 

Worcestershire.  Thomas  Frankland^  ditto 

Edward  Foley  Lord  John  Cavendish,' York 

Sir  John  Rushout,  Evesham      C.  Turner,  ditto 
Thomas  Foley,  jun.Droitwich  David  Hartley,  Hull 
Thomas  Bates  Rous,Worc€ster  Savil  Finch,  Malton 

Wilts,  Cinque  Ports, 

Charles  Penruddock  J.  Trevanion,  Dover 

Ambrose  Goddard  C.  W.  Cornwall,  Winchelsea 

Lord  George  Gordon,  Lugger-  William  Nedham,  ditto 

■shall  Wales. 

William  Hussey,  Salisbury       Lord  Bulkely,  Angelsea 
James  Sutton,  Devises  Sir  H.  Williams,  Beaumaris 

Rt.  Hon.  Isaac  Barre,  Calne     Sir  Robert  Smyth  Cardigan 
John  Dunning,  ditto  Tho.  Asheton,  Smyth,  Carnar- 

General  A'Court,  Heytesbury      vonshire 
Nathaniel  Bayly,  Westbury      Sir  Watkin  Williams  Wynn^ 
Robert  Scot,  Wotton  Basset         Denbighshire 
Henry  Herbert,  Wilton  Evan  Lloyd  Vaughan,  Meri(K 

John  Cooper,  Downton  nethshire 

Yorkshire.  Hugh  Owen,  Pembrokshirc 

Sir  George  Savile,  -  J^orth  Britain, 

Sir  James  Pennyman, Beverley  Earl  of  Fife,  Bamffshire 
G.  F.  TufFnell,  ditto  Hon.  A.  Duff,  Elginshire 

Sir  Charles  Saunders,  Heydon   J.  Johnstone,  Kinghome,  &c. 

February  23. 

Report  of  iDorchester,  and  consideration  of  the  report  of 
Hindon  ele<Slions. 

,  February  24. 

It  was  moved,  to  commit  the  American  fishery  bill. 

Sir  Join  Grijjin  Griffiny  after  expressing  his  sincere  wishes 
to  see  an  happy  conclusion  put  to  the  American  disputes  with- 
out bloodshed,  declared,  that  upon^  reading  the  bill,  he  felt 
himself  alarmed,  and  was  jealous  that,  if  the  greatest  caution 
and  delicacy  was  not  to  be  used  in  perfefting  the  bill,  it  would 
rather  prpvoke  thian  effe£t  any  good  purpose  j  and  that  he 
would  not  therefore,  without  certain  assurances,  give  his  con- 
sent to  its  going  to  the  committee.  He  contended,  that  the 
'first  operation  of  the  bill  should  be  so  calculated,  that  the  inno- 
cent might  at  no  event  be  confounded  with  the  guilty,  and 
observed^  that  the  power  giv^  to  the  gpverment  and  council 

of 
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of  New  Hampshire  and  M^ssachuset's  Bay,  to  take  off  the  re« 
stri<%ons  laid  by  this  bill  by  proclamation,-  appeared  to  be  so 
limited,  that  they  could  not  issue  such  proclamation  so  as  to 
secure  those  who  were  evidently  well  intentioned  from  the 
penalties  of  the  aftj  and  then  put  a  case,  by  way  of  explana-* 
tion,  and  insisted,  that  in  common  justice  the  commence- 
ment of  its  operation  should  be  delayed  to  such  a  period,  as 
ought  to  give  those  so  inclined  time  to  return  to  their  duty  s 
and  concluded,  that  if  this  was  not  to  be  the  case,  he  should 
be  adverse  to  its  going  one  step  further;  and  that  on  the  con- 
trary, if  he  heard  from  authority,  that  none  but  the  unrelent*> 
ing  and  intraftable  could  feel  its  influence,  he  should  wish  th« 
bill  success,  considering  it  as  very  proper  and  consistent  with 
every  resolution  taken  on  the  subjeft  of  our  unhappy  disputes 
with  America. 

Lord  North  replied,  that  it  was  intended  in  the  committer 
to  fill  up  the  blanks  in  such  manner  as  might  answer  the  pur« 
poses  wished  for  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  and  that  the 
first  operation  of  the  bill  might  not  have  effeft  sooner  than  at 
the  expiration  of  one  month  at  least  after  its  arrival. 

A  petition  against  the  bill  from  the  merchants,  traders,  and 
others,  of  the  city  of  London,  interested  in  the  American 
commerce,  was  presented,  by  the  sheriffs  of  London  and  read) 
setting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  are  deeply  concerned, 
to  observe,  by  the  votes,  that  a  bill  is  brought  in,  to  restrain 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  provinces  of  Massachusetts 
Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  and  colonies  of  ConnedKcut,  and 
Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantation,  in  North  America^ 
to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  islands  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  to  prohibit  such  provinces  and  colonies  from  car- 
rying on  any  fishery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  or  other 
places  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under  certain  restri<5Hons,  and 
for  a  tin\e  to  be  limited;  and  representing  to  the  House,  that 
the  said  bill,  should  it  pass  into  a  law,  will,  in  its  operation  de- 
prive thousands  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  of  their  a^al 
subsistence,  and  reduce  them  to  extreme  distress,  even  that  o^ 
famine,  the  said  provinces  not  generally  raising  com  sufficient 
for  their  own  support;  and  by  the  said  bill  they  will  be  pre*- 
vented  from  receiving  any  supplies  from  tlieir  sister  colonies, 
and  precluded  from  their  natural  resource,  the  sea;  and  that 
the  petitioners  have  reason  to  believe  that  very  great  numbers 
of  men  are  bred  and  employed  in  the  fisheries,  who,  in  hardi- 
ness and  intrepidity,  are  not  exceeded  by  any  in  this  extensive 
empire,  and  may  be  impelled,  by  the  pressing  calls  of  hunger 
and  want,  to  such  a  condu<^  as  may  be  productive  of  devastai* 
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tion  and  bloodshed,  which  may  endanger  the  peace  and  wel- 
fare of  that  part  of  his  Majesty's  American  dominions,  or  be 
induced  to  emigrate  to  the  islands  of  Miquelon  and  St.  Pierre, 
there  to  fish  for  the  French,  and  give  our  rivals  the  m.eans  of 
supplying  the  markets  in  Europe,  and  thereby  render  it  diffi- 
cult for  us  to  regain  that  valuable  branch  of  commerce;  and 
that  there  is  now  due,  from  the  said  provinces  and  colonies, 
to  the  city  of  London,  a  very  large  sum'  of  money,  and  that 
their  remittances  are  principally  made  by  meaiis  pf  the  fishe- 
ries, and  consequently  the  ruin  brought  on  those  colonies  will 
ultimately  fall  on  Great  Britain;  and  that,  amongst  other 
grievances  of  which  our  fellow  subjefts  in  America  so*generally 
complain,  is,  their  being  deprived  of  trial  by  jury  in  paricular 
cases,  and  the  extension  of  the  jurisdiftion  of  the  admiralty 
courts,  which  grievances,  the  petitioners  with  much  concern 
find,  are  not  only  continued,  but  extended  by  the  present  bill.; 
and  they  think  it  their  duty  to  represent  to  the  House,  that  it 
is  their  firm  opinion,  that  the  disquietude  which  universally 
-prevails  in  the  minds  of  their  fellow  subjefts  in  America,  will 
not  be  removed,  unless  lenient  measures  are  pursued,  and  their 
grievances  redressed;  and  therefore  praying,. that  the  said  bill 
may  not  pass  into  a  law. 

Mr.  Alderman  Hay/ey  moved,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  be  heard  by  themselves,  or  counsel,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  February  27. 

February  27. 

Message  from  the  Lords,  desiring  a  conference.  A  com- 
mittee appointed  to  attend  the  conference,  on  the  part  of  the 
Commons.  Lord  Stanley  reported  firom  the  conference,  that 
the  lords  had  resolved.  That  the  pamphlet  entitled  The  present 
Crisisy  with  respeB  to  Americay  considered^  is  a  libel,  &c.  and 
that  it  be  burnt  by  the  hangman.  The  Commons  agreed  to 
the  resolutions. 

Lord  Chewton  complained  of  the 'paper  called  The  Crisis^ 
and  moved,  that  it  is  a  libel,  &c.  and  that  it  be  burnt  by  the 
hangman.  A  conference  desired  with  the  Lords;  with  whom 
these  resolutions  were  left. 

Report  from  the  committee  on  the  20th,  on  American  af- 
fairs. 

Resolution  of  the  committee  read. 

Moved,  That  the  House  do  agree  with  the  committee  in  the 
said  resolutions. 

Mr.  iSf9/,  after  condemning  the  whole  system  of  colony  ad- 
ministration for  some  years  back,  said,  in  such  a  state  of  con- 
fusion, uncertainty,  and  political  versatility,  he  was  for  agreeing 
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to  the  resolution,  as  a  basis  to  erecl  something  on  hereafter, 
which  might  be  the  means  of  producing  a  permanent  and 
comprehensive  plan  of  reconciliation. 

Mr.  AcUattd,  I  hope  the  House  will  pardon  me,  if  I  beg 
their  attention  a  few  moments,  and  but  for  a  few  moments; 
for  I  should  make  a  very  ill  return  to  the  favourable  indulgence 
shewn  me  on  a  former  day,  if  I  presumed  to  trouble  it  long  on 
this.  Uninformed,  unacquainted,  unexpecting  a  proposition 
of  so  extraordinary  a  nature,  as  that  laid  before  us  by  the 
noble  lord  on  thit  day,  I  felt  myself  forced  from  a  seat  of 
silence,  which  perhaps  would  then  have,  and  might  still  better 
become  me;  but  which  I  should  have  thought,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, it  would  have  been  shameful  to  have  continued. 
After  having  maturely  considered  the  resolution,  whether,  on 
the  principles  of  accommodation  with  American  demands,  or 
on  the  principles  of  enforcing  the  authority  of  this  country, 
I  think  it  nugatory  and  humiliating.  Docs,  the  noble  lord 
really  think,  that  a  people  who  deny  all  right  of  taxation  will 
be  satisfied  with  having  the  mode  of  taxation  left  to  them? 
Does  he  not  think,  the  Americans  will  feel  themselves  as  cf- 
fcftually  put  under  contribution  as  any  town  or  country  ever 
yet  was,  in  any  state  of  open  war  ?  Will  he  presume  to  call 
that  an  amicable  plan  which  asks  for  contribution  at  the 
mouth  of  your  camion  and  point  of  your  bayonets?  Sir,  by 
holding  out  these  terms  of  accommodation,  ridiculous  in  them* 
^Ives,  and  nugatory  in  their  effect,  by  making  the  first  offer 
to  treat  with  those  men  you  have  just  declared  rebels,  you  will 
lower  the  dignity  of  thii  country;  you  will  bring  your  govern- 
ment into  contempt,  and,  by  tlie  insult  of  the  offer,  irritate, 
not  appease,  that  spirit  which  you  are  now  about  publicly  to 
declare  to  the  whole  world  you  tremble  to  encounter.  This, 
Siry  I  am  confident,  is  the  light  the  Americans  will  see  it  in ; 
and  these  are  the  principles  on  which  they  are  expected  to  ai> 
commodate. 

I  will  now.  Sir,  beg  permission  of  the  House  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  resolution  itself,  and  for  this  purpose  I  must 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  it.  Sir,  I  would  beg  leave  to  ask  of  the 
noble  lord,  what  consequences  he  means  to  draw  from  these 
words  of  the  resolution,  "  According  to  the  condition,  cir- 
cumstances, and  situation  of  such  province  or  colony,  for 
contributing  their  portioti,  shall  be  approved;"  and  I  hope, 
if  my  questions  should  not  appear  as  pertinent  to  the  House  as 
they  do  to  me,  it  will  be  recolle«Sted  under  how  many  disadvan- 
tages a  young  man,  unacquainted  with  parliamentary  proceed- 
ings, unacquainted  with  parliamentary  language,  must  labour. 
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Before  I  give  my  assent  to  any  measure,  I  ought  to  inform 
myself  what  is  meant  to  be  founded  on  that  measure,  and  ^hat 
consequences  are  meant  to,  be  drawn  from  it ;  for,  by  these 
means  alone  I  can  judge  of  the  propfiety  or  impropriety  of  the 
measure.  I  do  not  doubt,  therefore,  that  the  noble  lord  will 
answer  mye  with  as  much  candour,  as  I  shall  ask  with  diffidence. 
Now  the  words  I  would  wish  to  dtz^  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  are  these:  "  According  to  the  condition,  circum- 
**  stances,  and  situation  of  such  province  for  contributing  their 
**  proportion,  shall  be  approved  "  Sir  the  questions  I  would 
ask  are  these,  is  this  proportion  to  be  anmiafiy  offered  by  the 
tblonies,  and  annually  refused  or  accepted  by  rarliament?  Or 
IS  it  in  the  first  instance  to  be  settled  foi*  a  certain  period  of 
years,  or  is  it  to  be  settled  for  ever  ? 

These  questions  demand  a  serious  answer:  in  the  first  case, 
you  perpetuate  the  seeds  of  discord,  and  lay  the  foundation  of 
a  dispute  that  can  never  end,  but  in  a  total  convulsion  of  the 
British  empire.  In  the  second  case,  adopting  a  temporary  ex- 
pedient, you  withdraw  yoin*  own  shoulders  from  a  burthen 
yoii  have  no  resolution  to  bear,  leaving  the  great  point  in  dis- 
pute as  unsettled  as  you  found  it,  leaving  it  to  arise  at  that 
fixed  period,  whenever  that  period  shall  arrive,  to  be  the  cause 
of  new  disturbances,  new  quarrels,  and  fresh  bloodshed.  If 
you  settle  it  for  ever,  do  consider  what  a  miserable  bargain 
you  are  contending  for.  The  Americans  are  supposed  to 
double  in  twenty  years;  it  is  but  reasonable  to  suppose,  that 
their  wealth  aijd  opulence  will  increase  in  proportion;  that, 
therefore,  what  would  be  a  reasonable  proportion  now,  will,  in 
a  few  years,  become,  comparatively  with  their  increased 
wealth,  a  miserable  pittance. 

I  must  here  take  notice  of  an  argument  the  noble  lord  has 
enforced  more  than  once,  with  great  weight;  it  is,  that  these 
terms  are  such  as  should  be  offered,  after  the  most  complete 
yi6^ory.  For  the  sake  of  the  argument,  I  will  agree  with  the 
noble  lord,  and  therefore  conclude,  that  they  are  improper  to 
offer  before.the  viftory.  That,  3ir,  which  is  generosity,  which 
is  magnanimity  after  viftory,  is  timidity  and  foul  disgrace  be- 
fore it.  There  may  be  situations,  Sir,  in  which  ^states  may 
be  found  where  they  cannot,  without  certain  ruin,  acquiesce 
oven  in  just  claims;  there  are  situations  too,  in  which  states 
may  grant  more  than  Is  asked,  and  give  more  than  is  desired, 
with  honour,  security,  and  advantage.  The  first  of  these  situa- 
tions precede  great  commotions;  the  second  succeed  complcat 
viftory.  I  remember.  Sir,  the  Romans,  in  a  war  they  had 
with  the  Italian  states,  granted  them,  when  conquered,  those 
privileges  which,  with  a  firmness  peculiar  to  their  nation,  with 

R  2  'j.&rcosi^^'^ 


244  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1775. 

a  fiimness  that  led  them  to  universal  empire,  they  haughtily 
refused  them  before  their  contest. 

I  will  now  tell  the  noble  lord  the  effe£t  these  propositions 
have  had  on  the  minds  of  the  people.  I  will  not  take  upon 
me  to  say  what  confidence  the  people  reposed  in  administra- 
tion before,  but  I  will  take  upon  me  to  say,  that  whatever 
confidence  they  might  repose  in  atiniinistratibn  before,  it  is 
now  entirely  done  away;  they  no  longer  expert  to  find  firm- 
ness, resolution  and  unanimity  in  the  councils  of  the  King's 
servants,  they  have  seen  them  weak,  irresolute,  disunanimous; 
for  the  reception  these  propositions  met  with  within  these 
walls,  I  will  appeal  to  the  apparent,  undeniable,  unequivocal 
efiefb  they  had  at  their  first  opening,  on  the  members  of  this 
House.  I  will  recall  to  the  noble  lord's  memory,  the  feelings 
he  must  have  had  during  those  awful  moments  in  which 
the  common  sense  of  the  House  stood  amazed  at  the  proposi- 
tions that  were  held  out  to  it,  when  uncertainty,  surprise,, 
distradtion,  was  seated  on  every  countenance,  when  the  doc- 
trine held  out  to  us,  was  so  new  and  unheard  of,  so  contrary 
to  every  principle  we  had  been  thought  to  adopt,  that  no  man 
could  guess  at  the  opinion  of  his  neighbour,  when  those,  who 
had  relied  on, that  firmness,  which  the  noble  lord  had  so  often 
and  so  publicly  pledged,  turned  pale  with  shame  and  disappoint- 
ment, when,  within  the  space  of  a  few  awfiil  mom'^nts,  the 
dignity  of  government  and  the  honour  of  this  country  were 
given  up  for  eycr.  That  this  w^s  the  immediate  efieft,  I.  be- 
lieve every  gentleman  that  hears  me  and  was  present  on  that 
very  extraordinary  day  must  admit.  I  have  expressed  myself 
warmly,  I  felt  and  do  still  feel  my  disappointment  warmly ;  I 
estimated  the  noble  lord's  public  'wisdom,  prudence,  and  above 
all  his  political  resolution,  at  as  high  a  rate  as  I  honoured,  and 
do  still  honour,  those  private  virtues  wliich  adorn  his  cha- 
radler,  and  which  shine  illustriously  pure  amidst  a  licentious 
and  a  dissipated  age. 

I  will  address  a  few  words  to  the  honourable  lord,  and  have 
done;  I  will  tcU  him  that  decision  and  resolution,  even  when 
.employed  to  but  indifferent  purposes,  render  their  possessor 
respeftable;  I  will  speak  \vith  tenderness,  I  will  not  tell  the 
noble  lord  what  effedl,  even  with  the  best  intentions,  the  con- 
trary qualities  will  have. 

I  will  conclude  with  telling  the  noble  lord,  that  if  he  adopts 
a  decided  line  of  condu<it,  he  will  have  decided  friends,  and  he 
may  still  stand  on  firm  ground;  but  that  if  lie  continues  to  wavfer 
between  both,  he  will  fall  to  the  ground  unsupported  by  either. 

Hon.  Mr.  Temple  LuttrelL  Upon  a  former  6cc-as>ion  I  pre- 
sumed to  state  a  few  of  my  sentiments  to  the  House,  relative 
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to  the  war  impending  over  the  Americans,  because  I  was  sure 
I  could  not  answer  it  to  my  own /feelings.  I  thoufi;ht  I  could 
not  answer  it  to  my  country,  had  I  neglefted  at  the  very  ear- 
liest moment  that  might  offer,  to  declare  my  utter  abhorrence 
of  those  unconstitutional,  arbitrary,  and  diabolical  projects, 
devised  by  his  Majesty's  ministers  for  the  destruftion  of  that 
unhappy  people.  .  ,  . 

I  flatter  myself  a  certain  iHustrious  charaftcr  may  soon  be 
left  out  of  this  opprobrious  list  of  proj colors  j  there  seems  to 
be  a  divine  gleam  of  radiance  coming  round  his  temples;  and 
I  foresee  almost,  if  not  altogether,  as  marvellous  a  conversion 
into  the  right  path,  as  that  which  happened  in  days  of  yore  to 
the  great  persecutor  of  the  christian  followers  on  the  plains  of 
Damascus. 

To  what  black  storm  in  the  political  firmament  we  are  in- 
debted for  this  sudden  change,  I,  Sir,  move  in  too  contrafted 
a  sphere  to  discover ;  but  the  noble  lord  will  allow  me  to 
tender  him  my  hearty  congratulations,  that  he  is  at  length 
awakening  to  that  clemency,  and  to  that  justice,  which  will 
best  agree  with  the  innate  temper  of  his  lieart.  There  is  a 
long  line  of  statesmen  seated  in  firm  array  not  far  from  your 
chair,  who  have,  ever  since  the  birth*  of  this  Parliament,  uni- 
formly shrunk  (and  I  am  sure  their  conscience  always  must 
shrink,  whatsoever  their  politics  or  their  eloquence  may  do) 
from  the  great  American  question;  they  have  wished  to  defer  to. 
the  latest  hour  possible,  all  discussions  of  this  critical  topic,  in 
hopes,  as  they  term  it,  to  learn  what  is  actually  doing  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Sir,  I  can  inform  them,  there  rises 
not  a  suit  in  that  hemisphere,  but  sets  to  such  additional  griev-i 
ances  and  outcries,  as  the  most  soothing  future  concessions, 
the  most  exemplary  future  sacrifices  on  your  part,  will  scarce 
be  able  to  atone  for. 

However  grating  to  the  ears  of  some  individuals  the  sub-* 
je<Sl  may  bey^I  shall  take  the  liberty,  with  the  indulgence  of 
the  House,  to  aflirm  that  these  measures  of  compelling  the 
Americans  by  force  of  arms  to  acknowledge  the  paramount 
and  unlimited  authority  of  Parliament,  in  the  taxation  of  their 
property,  a  property  created  by  their  faculties,  and  by  their  in- 
dustry, are  not  j tat y  are  not  politic j  are  not  practicahle^  but  a  trai-» 
torous  infringement  on  the  Constitution  of  the  colonies,  which 
rests  upon  the  same  fundamental  principles  that  uphold  the  pro-*- 
perty  and  uphold  the  franchises  of  every  nativ^  of  this  island. 

Sir,  I  ever  will  contend,  that  the  united  Parliaments  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  cannot  legally  impose  a  tax  on  the  subjects 
in  any  other  part  of  the  British  dominion?,  without  the  consent 
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of  such  subjc^,  either  by  themselves  in  pcrsoni  or  by  their 
representatives.  Let  the  champions  of  despotism  avail  themr 
selves  of  all  their  knowledge  and  sophistry,  I  will  venture  to 
maintain  this  proposition,  not  arrogantly  presuming  on  my 
talents  or  skill  to  manage  it,  but  on  its  own  clear  intrinsic 
merits,  and  the  conviftion  that  to  every  dispassionate  mind 
must  naturally  result  from  its  investigation. 

The  coercion  proposed  militates  against  the  privileges  of 
all  emigrants  of  their  description,  from  the  time  of  the  pa- 
triarchal disjunctions  to  this  day ;  emigrants  who  carried  with 
thtoi  (as  their  penates)  certain  inherent  rights  natural  to  man- 
kind, immutable  and  vmalienable -,  confirmed  to  them  for 
an  heritage,  by  that  blessed  constitution  of  Saxon  contexture 
under  which  they  were  bom. 

Laws  established  on  first  necessity  and  impotence  between  - 
them  and  the  present  state,  either  by  express  or  tacit  assent^ 
were  not  of  an  universal,  indefinite  obligation,  they  were  of  a 
fiduciary  nature  (of  the  nature  of  a  trust)  adapted  to  the  com? 
parative  state  of  the  contracting  parties,  for  the  purpose  of 
temporary  expedience,  and  must  6f  course  vary  conformable  to 
such  other  relative  alterations  as  lapse  of  time  and  the  vici^- 
tude  of  human  aflfairs  may  effeft.' 

Afts  of  Parliament  or  other  diplomatic  titles,  may  be  pro- 
duced to  shew  a  formal,  and  perhaps  uncontested  assumption 
of  power  at  some  given  period  of  time,  but  will  not  countervail 
the  primeval  and  indefeasible  rights  of  mankind,  whenever 
such  rights  shall  be  asserted  by  a  clear  major  part  of  the  com- 
munity. On  this  ground,  and  this  ground  only,  rests  our  spi- 
ritual reform  under  Harry  the  Vlllth,  and  that  mostglorions 
of  all  civil  revolutions — the  Revolution  by  which  James  IL  lost 
the  tlirone  of  these  realms. 

Those  gentlemen  who  plead  for  the  omnipotence  of  Parlia- 
ments, and  the  infallibility  of  their  codes,  should  advert  to 
the  many  absurd,  contradictory  positions  and  doCtrines  laid 
down  during  the  contention  of  the  several  pretenders  of  the 
Plantagenet  line,  and  afterwards  qf  the  heiresses  of  the  House 
of  Tudor. 

In  faCt,  Sir,  your  statutes  of  those  days  borrowed  too  fire- 
qnently  their  maxims  and  complexion  from  whatsoever  brow 
might  happen  to  be  encircled  with  the  regal  diadem.  In  the 
reign  of  king  Richard  II.  a  law  passed  to  transfer  the  power 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to  twelve  barons.  By  an  aft 
under  one  of  the  Henries,  the  King's  proclamation,  with 
the  consent  of  his  privy-council,  was  thenceforward  to  carrj' 
with  it  the  force  and  eflScacy  of  a  law  of  the  land.     And 
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we  all  knpw  that  the  Parliament  of  1641  voted  itself  per- 
petual, never  to  be  dissolved  nor  prorogued  but  by  its  own 
consent ;  and  the  z€t  read  by  an  honourable  member  to  the 
committee  on  the  present  resolution,  and  which  he  treated 
with  so  much  deference,  because  it  declared  the  people  of 
the  Massachusset's  Bay  in  a  state  of  revolt,  was  passed  by  this 
immaculate  Parliament. 

Now,  Sir,  let  us  suppose  (what  in  these  our  uncomipt  days 
there  can  be  no  reason  to  apprehend)  that  a  statute  should  be 
procured  by  some  future  minister  and  minion  of  the  Sove- 
reign, vesting  the  whole  legislative  as  well  as  executive  power 
in  the  crown,  totally,  to  abolish  both  Houses  of  Parliament ; 
would  such  statute  be  valid  and  binding  on  the  subjeft 
throughout  Great. Britain  and  America?  All  persons  have 
natural  rights— a  j^r^  people  have  legal  rights,  independent  of 
parliamentary  edifts,  and  of  which  no  rorm  of  government 
whatever  can  deprive  them.  Laws  not  founded  on  constitu* 
tional  justice,  are  in  themselves  null  and  void  j  nor  are  the 
makers  of  them  legislators,  but  usurpers. 

A  very  wise  and  learned  writer  (Judge  Blackstone)  has  in 
his  commentaries  the  following  passagie :  "  If  the  sovereign 
power  advance  with  gigantic  strides  to  threaten  desolation  to  a 
state,  mankJnd  will  not  be  reasoned  out  of  the  feelings  of  hu- 
manity, nor  will  sacriiice  their  liberty  in  a  scrupulous  adhe- 
Tcncc  to  those  political  maxims,  which  were  originally  estab-» 
lished  to  preserve  that  liberty." 

If  the  powers  and  pretensions  of  a  few  adventiurers  and  fii-v 
gitiyes,  occupying  about  two  centuries  ago  a  small  corner  of  a 
graceless  desart,  and  possessed  of  hone  of  the  good  things  of 
this  life,  arc  to  ascertain  the  powers  and  pretensions  of  three 
millions  of  people,  spread  over  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and 
.  honey,  and  a  thousand  leagues  in  circumference,  they  may, 
with  the  same  justice  and  propriety,  be  brought  two  centurie3 
hence  to  ascertain  the  rights  and  pretensions  of  thirty  milliopsj, 
■  when  the  inhabitants  of  this  diminutive  isle  shall  scarce  reach 
a  fourth  part  of  that  number:  neither  can  I  own  such  disparity 
in  the  calculation  of  increase  to  be  at  all  exaggerated,  if  we 
consider  the  various  drains  from  this  country,  and  the  daily 
influx^of  persons  of  both  sexes  at  the  very  meridian  of  life  into 
these  inviting  regions ;  besides,  new  settlers  usually  restrift 
thanselves  to  hunting  and  agriculture,  to  toils  which  afford 
vigour  to  the  body,  and  enterprise  to  the  mind.  They  live 
on  plain,  wholesome  diet  5  their  progeny  is  healthful,  and  of 
boundless  increase  ;  whereas  in  nations  that  have  reached 
their  full  zcuitii  of  luxury,  the  mass  of  the  people  are  occu- 
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pied  at  sedentary  arts  and  manufaftures,  drawing  in  from 
mom  to  eve  an  impure,  confined  atmosphere,  or  brooding 
over  unwholesome  furnaces :  hence  the  vital  stamina  arc  hurt, 
the  appetites  ioyfi  palled,  the  spirits  easily  depressed ;  they 
become  enfeebled  ere  the  sand  of  their  mortal  glass  be  half  run 
out  'y  their  oHspring  is  sapless  and  emasculate. 

America  has  been  loudly  charged  with  ingratitude  towards 
the  parent  country,  from  whom  she  received  protcftion  during 
the  late  conflift  of  war.  Tis  not  quite  clear  how  hr  the  ba- 
lance of  that  account  is  in  her  disfavour  :  however,  she  cannot 
be  so  ignorant  of  the  real  springs  of  war  or  peace,  as  to  per- 
sukde  herself  that  your  numerous  embattled  legions,  under 
triumphant  fleets  sent  to  her  coasts,  were  supplied  purely  from 
motives  of  parental  affeftion,  or  sympathetic  benevolence. 
Had,  Sir,  that  vast  territory  been  planted  with  Portugucze 
scions,  instead  of  those  from  your  own  stock,  ponderatmg  as 
the  political  scales  of  Eur6pe  then  were,  would  you  not 
have  afForjled  to  a  people,  in  their  natural  and  moral  charaAer 
as  far  from  unison  with  yourselves  as  discord  is  from  har- 
mony, an  equal  supply  of  men  and  treasure  ?  Remember,  Sir, 
your  prowess  at  the  eve  of  that  same  war,  near  the  banks  of 
the  Tagus.  ^ 

The  love  or  enmity  of  one  people  to  another,  cannot  be 
estimated  by  their  occasional  alliances,  compacts,  or  guaran- 
tees as  a  body  politic.  It  is  but  a  century  ago  that  our  Eng- 
lish brigades  served  with  unparalleled  ardour  in  the  army 
of  that  arch-enemy  to  civil  and  religious  liberty,  Leiyis  XTV. 
of  France  ;  the  execrated  revocator  of  the  edift  of  Nantz  ; 
the  2spircr  to  universal  despotism.  We  served.  Sir,  against  a 
people,  whose  tolerance  and  charity  of  religion,  whose  whole 
system  and  freedom  of  government  we  at  that  vety  time  |icld 
ill  emulative  veneration  ;  a  people  whose  assistance  wesuppli- 
Cnttxi  and  obtained,  scarce  twenty  years  after,  to  deliver  us 
from  monarchical  tvramiT. 

Such  coercion  were  highly  impolitic^  because  it  is  from  the 
prosperity^  peace,  and  contentment  of  her  colonies,  that  re- 
sources of  wealth  and  laurels  of  honour  are  won  to  a  mother 
country.  History  teaches  iis,  that  populousness  and  aflluence 
arc  the  product  of  that  clime  alone,  where  the  people  may 
r?ap  in  sCvTirity  a  full  harvest  of  their  labour;  where  they  have 
afiiu(  nee  in  their  leaders  and  governors -,  where  no  exa^Hons 
:»rc-  iiilHcied  by  ,'in  alien  hand;  where  the  municipal y  if  not 
the  lifip'-nai  JTirisdiaion,  together  with  the  power  of  .levying 
tuvss,  :iT  vrstcd  in  substitutes  of  iheir  own  free  choice  or  ap- 
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That  saying  of  a  xiespot,  "  Oderint  dum  metitant^^  may  be 
applicable  to  the  swarthy  sons  of  the  opposite  division  of  the 
globe  \  but,  Sir,  it  will  never  accord  with  the  sentiments  of 
our  brethren  in  America. 

Threats  and  violence  used  against  hearts  of  the  same  sturdy- 
temper  with  your  own,  must  induce  the  most  calamitous  events 
to  both  parties.  There  will  be  seeds  of  equal  courage  and 
perseverance  found  in  the  one  battle  as  in  the  other,  vrith  this 
difference  at  the  onset,  that  the  arm  of  the  aggrieved  is  usually 
braced  to  bolder,  more  decisive  efforts  of  rage  and  despair, 
than  that-of-the.aggressor. — •*  Aquila  non generant  Columbus^* 
Let  us.  Sir,  rather  rejoice  that  pur  breed  has  not  degenerated  ;* 
that  these  colonists  have  a  sense  of  rational  freedom,  becoming 
the  sons  of  such  high-mettled  progenitors. 

Ill  would  it  answer  your  purpose  to  bfing  their  bodies  under 
a  short-lived  subjection,  and  to  leave  impressed  upon  their 
mmds  an  unabating  rancour  and  aptness  for  revolt. 
•  Revenge  is  an  unchristian  passion,  yet  how  rarely  do  we 
find  the  human  90ul  possessed  of  a  sublimer  heroism,  without 
this  alloy  ! 

Neitlvcr,  Sir,  am  I  altogethar  unacquainted  with  the  peo- 
ple of  whom  I  am  now  speaking.  Curiosity  once  led  nie  to 
travel  many  hundreds  of  miles  along  their  flourishing  and  hos- 
pitable provinces.  I  found  in  most  of  them  the  Spartan  tem- 
perance, in  many  the  urbanity  of  Athens  ;  and  notwithstan<i« 
ing  the  base  and  goundless  imputations  on  their  spirit,  whid^ 
the  cankered  tongue  of  prejudice  and  slander  has  with  so  licen- 
tious a  virulence  here  poured  forth  against  them,  they  Vill, 
I  am  confident,  if  set  to  the  proof,  evince  the  Roman  mag- 
nanimity, ere  Rome  fell  under  sceptered  usm^patten.  Biit% 
Sir,  if  a  foreign  enemy  should  appear  at  your  gates,  and  you 
need  their  assistance,  will  there  then  be  found  tmong  them 
many  a  Corioianus  P  He  stands  single  as  a  prodigy  of  forgive- 
nesS|  in  the  annals  of  a  people  whose  attauunent  to  their  na- 
tive land  was  carried  to  the  utmost  height  of  enthusiasm. 
How  soon  that  foreign  enemy  may  appear  at  your  gates,  I 
know  not.  According  to  the  horological  pi^i^ion  of  a  most 
enlightened  state  soothsayer,  we  have  abotit  seven  years  more 
of  profound  tranquillity  with  the  Hpuie  of  Burbon  to  trust  to ; 
but,  from  the  symptoms  of  our  dodiestic  distraction,  and  the 
improved  state  of  the  government  and  ^nances  of  our  neigh- 
bours, I  should  judge  it  pi*udent  to  be  somewhat  better  provided 
that  we  are  at  present  for  an  early  rupture ;  not  entirely  to 
dismantle  our  ports  and  oar  coasts  oir  soldiers  and  seamen^ 
sent  to  immolate  the  martyrs  to  liberty  of  their  own  flesh  and 
oloodj  on  the  distant  continent  of  America. 
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It  has  been  made  evident  to  you,  that  a  defieftion  of  the 
northern  colonies  will  soon  bring  on  the  complete  ruin  of  your 
West-India  settlements,  which  cannot  elsewhere  aflFordably 
provide  themselves  with  cattle,  lumber,  and  divers  other  arti- 
cles requisite  for  the  support  of  a  plantation. 

Lot  us  turn  our  eyes  to  the  inland  trading  towns  here  at 
home  ;  those  large  iron  founderics  which  used  to  supply  the 
anchors  of  commerce  and  implements  for  husbandry,  and  the 
ingenious  arts,  are  now  set  at  work  in  moulding  the  sword  and 
the  bayonet  to  enslave  America.  From  the  formet-  commis- 
sions there  accrued  constant  returns  of  profit,  and  numberless 
comforts  !  from  the  latter,  what  can  be  expe<^d  but  poverty, 
deje6tion,  and  mourning !  Peace  with  America  will  make  your 
thousands  of  manufafhirers  and  artisans  a  thriving,  obedient, 
people ;  war  with  America  will  make  them  idle,  profligate, 
and  tumultuary.  In  short,  the  first  open  hostilities  committed 
by  your  troops  on  that  continent,  will  realize  to  the  race  of 
man,  from  one  extremity  of  the  earth  to  the  other,  more 
fatal  evils  than  were  even  contained  in  the  fabled  box  of 
Pandora. 

It  is  well  known,  through  melancholy  observation,  drawn 
fi-om  the  fate  of  the  Assyrian,  Persian,  and  Roman  empires, - 
that  national  societies,  as  well  as  the  individual  mortals  of 
whom  those  societies  are  composed,  have  their  non-age,  their 
adult  vigour,  and  their  decline.  Whatsoever  share  of  indul- 
gence and  independency  Great  Britain  shall,  in  this  her  florid 
and  athletic  stage,  generously  bestow  on  her  rising  colonies, 
they  will,  no  doubt,  amply  repay  to  her  in  some  future  gene- 
ration, when  she  is  verging  towards,  that  awful  goal  which 
must  close  her  race  of  glory. 

Thfe  •military  coercion  of  America  will  be  impraAicable. 
What  has  been  the  fate  of  your  famous  bills  passed  in  the 
last  session  of  the  deceased  Parliament  ?  I  mean.  Sir,  the 
Boston  port  bill,  and  the  bill  for  altering  the  charter  of  Mas- 
sachuset's  Bay.  America,  as  an  earnest  of  her  triumph  over 
the  future  labours  for  which  envy  and  malice  may  reserve 
her,  has,  like  another  Hercules  in  the  cradle,  already  grappled 
with  those  two  serpents  sent  for  her  destruftion.  Neither 
shall  we  be  long  able  to  sustain  the  unhallowed  war  at  so  re- 
mote a  distance ; — ^unexplored  desarts,  wood-land  ambus- 
cades, latitudes  to  which  few  of  our  soldierv  have  been  sea- 
soned ; — the  southern  provinces  scarce  to  be  endured  in  the 
summer,  months,  the  northern  provinces  not  approachalsle  hi 
the  winter  season ; — shipwrecks, , pestilence,  famine.  The 
niirelenting  inveteracy  and  carnage  of  York  and  Lancaster, 
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will  here  be  joined  to  all  the  elementary  hardships  and  mala- 
dies of  a  bigot  crusade.  Shall  not  such  dreadful  aeras  in  our 
earlier  chronicle,  serve  us  for  beacons  at  this  perilous  crisis  ? 
Those  rash  expeditions,  indeed,  undertaken  by  a  few  martial 
zealots  on  misconceived  piety,  began  to  decline  at  the  death  of 
the  hot-brained,  savage-hearted  King,  under  whom  they  were 
first  enterprised ;  and  the  sluices  of  kindred  blood,  which  had 
long  inundated  the  land  in  the  red  and  white  roses,  were  at 
,  length  happily  put  a  stop  to,  by  a  single  matrimonial  contraft. 
Now,  Sir,  who  can  look  forward  to  a  probable  epoch  in  the 
red  volume  of  time,  when  the  sword  drawn  in  this  quarrel 
shall  be  sheathed  in  peace ;  I  can  see  no  end,  till  slaughter, 
proscription,  extirpation,  shall  totally  have  annihilated  either 
one  or  the  other  people. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  anticipate  by  conjefture  to  eitlier  coun- 
try so  dreadful  a  sentence  j  but.  Sir,  without  ^  gift  of  preter- 
natural foresight,  I  may  remark,  that  there  are  features  in  the 
aspeft  of  infant  America,  which  denote  at  maturer  years  a 
most  colossal  force.  The  Helvetic  and  Flemish  confederacies 
have  demonstrated  what  extraordinary  obstacles  a  small  band 
of  insurgents  may  surmount  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  The 
Helvetic  confederacy  consisted  of  a  few  straggling  peasants,* 
bannered  against  a  mighty  prince  \  yet  firmness  and  despera- 
tion supplied  that  enefgy,  which  the  best  disciplined  numbers 
could  not  resist. 

The  tragic  scenes  of  Numantia,  and  of  Saguntum,  shew  to 
how  dire  a  catastrophe  a  spirited  people  will  devote  themselves, 
sooner  than  submit  to  an  unjust  dominion.  It  appears  from 
one  of  the  American  letters'  of  a  late  date  brought  to  your 
table,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  were  inclined  to  copy  in 
part  tKese  dire  examples ;  that  they  meditated  to  abandon  the' 
town  with  their  wives  and  families,  and  the  reducing  it  to  ashes. 

Did  not  we  ourselves  give  a  very  striking  proof  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  1 2th  century,  to  what  an  incendiary  height 
the  flame  of  vengeance  might  reach,  when  we  invited  over, 
and  received  into  the  very  centre  of  this  island,  a  whole  army 
of  Frenchmen  to  aid  us  against  a  tyrant  monarch  and  his  ini- 
quitous counsellors  ?  We  owe  perhaps  that  sacred  palladium 
of  our  liberty.  Magna  Charta,  as  much  to  a  Dauphin  of  France 
as  to  a  King  of  England. 

The  Americans  alledge,  that  what  they  now  contend  for  is 
that  reasonable  portion  of  liberty  with  which  they  were  char- 
tered as  their  birthright,  not  by  an  earthly  potentate,  but  by 
the  King  of  Kings,  **  to  make  their  lives  happy,  in  the  posses- 
sion 
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sion  of  which  liberty  they  do  now  hourly  invoke  that  King  of 
Kings,  or  to  make  their  death  glorious  in  its  just  defence.** 

What  is  the  aini  and  scope  of  the  resolution  before  you  ? 
To  lure  some  of  the  less  refraftory  provinces  of  America,  to 
dissociate,  from,  and  betray  their  fellow-sufferers  *,  to  join  in 
raising  a^  contribution  throughout  one  half  of  the  colonies,  to 
support  your  armaments  and  outraged  against  the  other  half, 
with  a  viqw  tO  annihilate  trade,  cut  off  every  .natural  channel 
of  livelihood  and  subsistence,  and  butcher  the  disobedient ; 
and  how  are  these  seceders  to  be  recompensed  for  such  signal 
perfidy  ?  Why,  by  a  temporary  exercise  of  certain  empty 
forms  and  modes  of  taxation,  confirming  at  the. same  time  a 
right  -in  the  Crown  and  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  fix 
the  gross  amount  of  all  continental  subsidies  whatsoever  ;  that 
is,  in  faA,  they  are  to  be  still  subjedl  to  a  ministerial  majority 
in  this  House,  which  may  levy  imposts  on  them,  net  by  any 
£iir  scale  of  .proportion  to  the  burthen  laid  on  the  mother 
country,  but  the  demand  may  perhaps  be  carried  beyond  their 
abilities,  or  they  may  be  liable  to  the  discharge  of  an  immense 
national  debt.  ^By  way  of  earnest,  however,  against  the  nu- 
merous abuses  in  future  to  which  this  curious  plan  Ues  open, 
they  shall  instantly  reppse  entire  faith  and  confidence  in  the 
present  set  of  the  King's  ministers  at  Westminster,  so  remark- 
able  for  consistency,  lenity,  and  wisdom. 

The  noble  lord  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  puts  me  in 
mind  of  King  Arthur,  in  our  modern  dramatic  mask,  where 
that  first  of  the  British  worthies  stands  balancing  between 
Grimbald  and  Philadel.  He  has  just  .caught  a  glimpse  of  the 
cloven  foot  of  the  infernal  fiend  by  whose  dazzling  snares  and 
incantations  he  has  been  thus  long  fascinated,  and  i^  tumii^ 
to  the  fair,  heavenly  spirit,  who  would  guide  him  into  the 
ways  of  happiness  and  honour.  Let  him  not  stop  short,  but 
pursue  the  only  track  that  can  save  his  country — ^perhaps  save 
himself  from  perdition. 

I  should  be  as  strenuous  an  advocate  for  the  just  authority 
of  Parliament  as  any  man ;  but  I  think  we  ought  candidly  and 
effectually  to  relinquish  all  vain  pretences  to  supreme  soye- 
reignty,  in  cases  where  they  are  not  maintainable  on  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  of  sound  policy,  or  the  constitution  of  the 
land. 

If  you  persist  in  pride  and  error,  what  will  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  Intestine  enmities  will  be  encreased — devastation 
and  havock  must  ensue. 

WiiGii  questions  of  such  weight  and  magnitude  as  these 

now 
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now  in  agitation,  concerning  America,  shall  come  before  you, 
every  member  ought  to  refleft,  that  the  fate  of  a  whole  nation 
may  possibly  depend  on  his  single  vote. 

Wliosoever  gives  the  power  of  oppression,  is  in  faft  a  ty- 
rant-r-whosoever  gives  the  power  of  murder,  is  in  fact  an  as^ 
sassin. 

I  am  against  this  resolution,  because  I  think,  that  so  far 
from  extinguishing  the  flame,  it  will  only  throw  oil  upon  it 
to  aggravate  its  fury ;  and,  however  specious,  however  conci« 
liatory,  it  may  seem  at  first  sight,  when  it  comes  to  be  analyzed 
on  the  other  side  of  the  water  (fashioned  as  it  now  stands)  it 
cannot  possibly  have  any  other  construction  put  upon  it,  than 
that  of  adding  insult  to  injury. 

Sir  P.  J.  Gierke  said  he  should  not  be  surprised,  such  was 
the  flu£biating  state  of  our  councils,  to  see  another  resolution 
proposed  in  a  few  days,  totally  contradicting  the  present,  and 
those  pei^ons  who  are  most  -zealous  in  support  of  this  resolu- 
tion, equally  warm  in  support  of  the  next. 

Mr.  Hartley.  I  am  called  upon  on  this  occasion  particu- 
larly as  I  made  a  conciliatory  proposition  on  this  subjecSt  of  the 
American  disputes  to  the  House  before  Cliristmas,  which  I 
shall,  at  a  proper  time,  offer  to  the  House  as  a  regular  motion. 
The  proposition  alluded  to,  was  to  make  a  free  requisition  to 
the  colonies  for  a  supply  towards  the  expence  of  defending, 
protecting,  and  securing  the  colonies.  The  present  motion  is 
not  free  but  compulsory  -,  it  is  attended  with  menaces  and 
threats,  therefore  not  a  lenient  or  conciliatory  measure,  but 
only  tl^'own  out  as  such  for  a  pretext*  To  say,  give  me  as 
much  money  as  I  wish^  till  I  say  enough^  or  I  will  take  it  from 
you,  and  then  to  call  such  a  proposition  conciliatory  for  peace, 
IS  insult  added  to  oppression.  The  proposition  which  I  made 
before  Christmas,  was  what  it  appeared,  a  free  requisition.  A 
requisition  by  a  secretary  of  state  is  an  ancient,  legal,  approved, 
constitution^  way.  It  states  the  case,  represents  the  services 
necessary  to  be  done,  and  requires  the  free  aid  of  the  subjeCt 
for  those  necessary  services,  leaving,  as  a  constitutional  con- 
troul,  to  the  subjeCt  whose  money  is  required,  the  judgment 
u^n  the  necessity  of  the  services  stated,  and  the  right  of  ap- 
propriating the  money  so  granted.  How  tbially  different  from 
this  proposition  is  that  before  us  now,  which  says  neither 
more  nor  less  than  this ;  give  me  what  I  ask,  leaving  likewise 
the  quantity  to  my  discretion,  or  I  will  take  it  by  force.  Be- 
sides, this  proposition  is  a  direCt  breach  of  faith  towards  Ame- 
rica, who  have  been  assured  by  a  circular  letter  from  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  never  meant,  nor 

ever 


254  PARLIAMENTARY        A.  1775. 

ever  would  entertain  the  thought  of  raising  a  revenue  in  Ame- 
rica by  taxing — ^Fhis  proposition  before  us  is  a  direft  Ix'each 
of  the  public  faith  so  pledged  to  America,  by  a  circular  letter 
from  a  secretary  of  state,  in  which  his  Majesty's  royal  word 
was  particularly  plighted.     The  noble  lord's  proposition  who 
was  upon  the  same  bench  when  the  above-mentioned  circular 
letter  was  written,  is  that  we  will  forbear  to  tax  just  so  long 
as  they  will  give  us  a  revenue  to  our  commit.  What  is  this,  if  it 
be  not  extorting  a  revenue  by  threats  of  taxing?  The  only  con- 
cession contained  in  this  proposition  is,  that  it  gives  up  at  once 
th«:  mode  of  our  proceedings  with  America  for  these  last  ten 
years,  as  it^  confesses  that  it  would  be  proper  to  proceed  in  the 
way  of  requisitions.  This  proposition  pretends  to  condemn  the 
exercise  of  taxation  before  you  have  made  a  requisition  at  least, 
and  have  met  with  a  refusal,  though  by  uniting  them  in  «the 
same  proposition,  it  destroys  the  very  nature  of  the  requisition 
by  making  it  compulsory.     Let  us  enquire  now  whether  ever 
North  America  did  refuse  to  contribute  to  the  common  de- 
fence upon  requisition ;  so  far  from  it  that  they  ever  have  c<m- 
tributed  in  case  of  necessity,  even  beyond  their  abilities,  as  the 
records  of  thanks  to  them,  and  retribution  for  the  excess  of 
the  zeal  and  fidelity  which  stand  annually  upon  your  journals 
during  the  late  war,  do  fully  and  incontestibly  prove.  Through- 
out the  whole  course  of  this  contest  since  the  war,  they  hav^ 
over  and  over  offered  to  contribute  to  the  necessary  supply 
when  called  upon  in  a  constitutional  tvay.    I  have  extracted 
proofs  of  these  from  addresses,  petitions,  &c.  for  the  wh(d6 
period  of  the  last  ten  years.    Their  petitions  you  have  thrown 
out  of  your  doors,  their  repeated  addresses,  remonstrances^ 
letters  and  memorials  you  have  treated  with  contempt.  I  have 
now  in  my  hand  a  score  of  proofs  that  they  have  ofiered  to 
pay  upon  requisition  according  to  the  utmost  of  their  abilities, 
if  those  requisitions  were  made  in  a  legal  and  constitutional 
way.     I  have  collefted  offers  of  this  land,  and  I  have  got 
them  from,  I  think,  almost  every  colony.     I  can  shew  them 
repeatedly  from  Massachuset's  Bay,  from  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Maryland,  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Carolina,  and  these 
repeated  fix>m  time  to  time  during  the  whole  of  this  contest. 
I  have  them  in  my  hand,  and  will  beg  to  read  them  to  the 
House.     [Reads  them.']     And  to  conclude  the  whole.  North 
America  assembled  at  the  continental  congress  pledge  them- 
selves, that  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  state  shall  require  a 
supply  J  they  tvillj  as  t}je\  have  alivays  heretofore  done^  contribute  their 
ftM  proportion  of  men  and  mones.    The  terms  in  which  all  these 
b^ers  are  expressed,  are  clear,  uuiiorm  and  explicit..    All  that 

they 
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they  require  is,  that  they  may  stand  upon  tlie  footing  of  free- 
men and  free  British  subjedls,  and  giving  and  granting  their 
own  money ;  for  these  reasons  I  objcft  to  the  motion  before 
us,  and  shall,  with  the  pennission  of  the  House,  endeavour  to 
put  the  proposition  upon  its  proper  grounds  by  another,  mo- 
tion on  some  future  day. 

Mr.  Powys  wanted  to  know  the  sum  each  colony  was  to 
raise,  the  manner  .  it  was  to  be  appropriated,  and  whether  it 
was  to  be  granted  annually,  or  for  a  definite  number  of  years. 

Lord  iNorthy  was  for  preserving  the  right  of  Parliament  to 
tax  the  colonies  •,  but  for  transferring  the  exercise  of  that 
right  to  the  colony  assemblies.  He  was  for  leaving  the  colo- 
nies at  liberty  to  contribute  voluntarily  to  the  alleviating  the 
public  burdens  ;  and  for  reserving  to  Parliament,  a  right  of  re- 
jefting  or  increasing  those  voluntary  aids  at  pleasure.  Among 
other  things,  he  said,  if  the  colonies  rejeft  just  conditions, 
they  must  be  reduced  to  unconditional  obedience ;  that  such 
of  the  colonies  as  did  not  comply  with  the  resolution,  would 
have  the  a£jts  rigidly  .enforced  against  them  \  that  he  did  not 
nor  could  at  present,  pretend  to  specify  the  exaA  sum  they 
ought  to  raise,  as  it  would  probably  flu^ate  by  bearing  a  cer* 
tain  proportion  to  t)ie  sums  raised  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  that 
whatever  propositions  they  might. make,  would  be  received  in 
a  legal  way  from  an  assembly  lawfully  and  properly  consti- 
tuted, in  order  tp  be  laid  before  Parliament  for  their  final  ap- 
probation. In  answer  to  the  honourable  gentleman,  [Mr- 
Powys]  who  asked,  whether  the  grant  was  to  be  an  annual 
one,  or  for  a  term  of  years,  he  replied,  he  could,  not  tell  \  but 
for  his  part  he  should  wish  it  to  be  -  the  latter,  otherwise  it 
would  return  to  interrupt  the  public  business  every  session, 
and  consequently  be  a  perpetual  subjeft  of  discussion  and  dis- 
agreement. 

Right  Hon.  T.  Townshend  said,  that  the  House  were  at  a 
loss  even  so  much  as  to  conjefture  what  were  the  intentions 
of  administration,  or  what  the  present  resolutions  pointed  at ; 
that  nothing  hitherto  ofiered  by  the  noble  lord  had  in  the 
least  degree  operated'towards  the  alteration  of  his  sentiments. 
He  thought  the  resolution  impracticable,  whether  it  meant  to 
enforce  obedience,  or  eflfeft  reconciliation. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  said,  the  objects  to  which  the  resolution 
was  direfted  were  very  apparent. 

Mr.  Charles  Turner  cited  some  of  the  most  obje£Honi;blc 
parts  of  the  American  bills  of  last  session,  and  said,  that  they 
were  the  most  tyrai^ical  and  oppressive  that  were  ever  passed. 

Mr.  Stanley  said,  that  some  time  before  the  late  address  of 

both 
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both  Houses  to  his  Majesty,  this  proposal  was  talked  of  and 
approved,  by  several  persons  of  very  high  rank  in  business. 
Instru<%ons  as  to  the  sums  to  be  raised,  must  undoubtedly  be 
confined  to  people  in  confidence.  He  then  proceeded  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  a£ts  of  a  congress,  and  an  assembly  le- 
gally and  constitutionally  convened,  and  grounded  the  whole 
weight  o^  his  argument  on  that  distinftion,  shewing  that  it 
might  be  extremely  proper  to  agree  to  propositions  made  by 
one,  while  it  would  be  madness  so  much  as  to  treat  with  the 
other. 

Mr.  Alderman  Sawhriilge  was  very  pointed  on  some  of  tlie 
expressions  which  fell  from  the  last  honourable  member,  re- 
lative to  those  who  appeared  the  partizans  of  America  ;  owned 
himself  of  that  number,  and  gloried  in  the  imputation. 

General  Burgoyne.  From  the  time  I  have  been  under  orders 
to  serve  in  America,  I  have  thought  it  an  unbecoming  part  to 
give  my  voice  as  a  judge  in  any  American  question,  this  upon 
yoiu"  paper  only  excepted  But  having  taken  some  share  in 
the  debates  of  last  year  which  have  been  misrepresented,  and 
having  appeared  in  some  divisions  this  year,  before  I  had  any 
knowledge  or  suspicion  of  my  destination,  I  anxiously  wish  to 
take  this  occasion  to  explain  the  motives  upon  which  I  have 
invariably  afted  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  exhausted  state  of 
the  debate,  I  rise  with  confidence  in  the  House,  that  they  will 
give  that  indulgence  to  my  situation,  which  I  should  have 
little  claim  to  upon  any  other  pretentions. 

Sir,  I  think  an  explanation  the  more  necessary,  because, 
both  without  doors  and  within,  allusions  and  references  are 
making  continually  to  the  sentiments  of  those  who  are  to  aft 
in  the  military  department — a  very  important,  but  very  unen- 
viable lot. 

In  some  of  the  licentious  prints  of  the  times  there  have  not 
been  wanting  suggestions  to  the  public,  that  a  sanguinary  mi- 
nister had  chosen  the  generals  best  fitted  by  their  mclinations 
to  carry  havock  and  destruftion  through  the  continent  of 
America.  Within  these  walls  we  have  been  treated  very  dif- 
ferently indeed :  we  have  found  an  attention,  a  respcft,  a  f»- 
voiu:  of  opinion  and  of  expression,  that  has  imprinted  upon 
my  mind,  and  I  am  persuaded  equally  upon  the  minds  of  my 
colleagues,  a  sincere  satisfaction  and  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude 
to  gentlemen  on  all  sides  of  the  House.  But  still,  Sir,  I  have 
observed,  through  the  course  of  the  debate,  an  opinion  to  pre- 
vail that  a  great  latitude  of  orders  is  to  be  given,  and  that  in 
afting  under  such  latitude,  we  shall  h^  influenced  by  the 
speeches  we  hear  in  this  place,  some  of  which  are  supposed  to 

convey 
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convey  the  most  inflammatory  ideas,  others,  ideas  of  the  mo9t 
humiliating  concession.  I'  do  not  know,  Sir,  that  any  such 
latitude  will  be  giy^i^y  at  least  it  will  hardly  extend  to  my  in- 
ferior station*  The  utmost  merit  I  shall  be.  able  to  claim  in 
this  expedition,  will  probably  be  that  of  an  attentive,  an  assi- 
duous, circumscribed  obedience.  But  I  can  speak  with  confi- 
dence (^  those  ttnder  whom  I  am  to  leave  this  country,  as  well 
as  of  the  high  and  respectable  officer  who  now  commands  in 
America  ^  such  men  will  not  want  the  oratory  of  this  House 
to  give  a  due  toiie  to  their  spirit  of  their  humanity. 

A  noble  sentiment  fell  from  an  honourable  gentleman  in 
my  eye,  [Colonel  Barre]  "  that  bravery  and  compassion- were 
associate  virtues ;"  may  they  remain  blended  on  the  minds  of 
every  military  man  in  America ;  let  a  persuasion  imiformly 
prevail,  that  upon  a  review  of  our  conduct  hereafter,  by  our 
dispassionate  and  impartial  countrymen,  our  bravery  will  be 
judged  by  the  test  of  our  compassion.  Should  we  inevitably 
be  made  the  instruments  of  punishment,  let  every  adlion  of 
the  unhappy  confli6t  be  direfted  and  marked  by  that  temper 
which  ever  ought  to  discriminate  the  corredlion  of  the  state 
from  the  sudden  and  impetuous  impul^  of  passion  and  re- 
venge :  but  with  these  principles  at  the  heart  of  every  soldier, 
wid  these  they  will  be  ;  for  there  is  a  charm  in  the  very  wan- 
derings and  dreams  of  liberty  that  disarms  an  Englishman's 
jmger ;  with  these  principles  at  the  heart,  care  must  be  taken 
that  the  honour,  the  ascendancy,  the  impression  of  the  British 
arms  ht  not  insulted  or  diminished  in  the  hands  of  those  to 
whom  they  are  intrusted  j  and  while  we  remember  we  are 
contending  against  fellow  subjefts  and  brothers,  it  must  not 
"be  forgot  we  are  oHitending  in  the  crisis,  and  for  the  fate  of 
the  British  empire. 

An  honourable  young  member  on  the  other  side,  [Mr.  Ack- 
land]  who  has  entered  into  the  army  with  a  zeal  that  justly 
intitles  him  to  the  esteem  of  every  officer,  and  whose  parlia- 
mentary spirit  and  talents  have  this  day  proved  him  a  most 
valuable  acquisition  to  this  House,  asked  early  in  the  debate^ 
Whether  it  could  be  supposed,  those  Americans  who  denied 
the,authority  of  the  British  legislature  would  accept  the  mode 
of  taxation  proposed  by  these  resolutions  ?  I  believe  they  will 
not ;  and  I  differ  with  him  ^o  far  upon  this  occasion,  as  to  say, 
I  do  not  like  the  resolution  the  worse  upon  that  account* 
While  it  holds  out  conciliation  to  those  who  wish  to  return  to 
obedien€#-and  fidelity,  and  must  be  accepted  by  all  rational 
men  and  ^ell  intentioned  subjeCb,  the  refusal  of  it  will  be  as 
explicitly  aad  decisively  dechratory^  as  any  outtufoto  couljd 
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express,  of  the  principles  on  which  they  aA,  who  continue  to 
resist,  and  it  puts  the  dispute  ou  clear  ground. 

Sir,  in  foreign  war,  the  conscience  of  the  quarrel  belongs  to 
the  state  alone.  The  soldier  draws  his  sword  with  alacrity : 
the  cause  in  which  he  engages  rests  between  God  and  his 
Prince,  and  he  wants  no  other  excitements  to  his  duty  thdn 
such  as  the  glory  of  his  country,  personal  honour,  and  just 
ambition  wiU  suggest.  In  civil  discord,  (without  enquiring  c^ 
suistically,  whether  in  any,  or  in  what  possible  case,  a  military 
servant  of  the  crown  can  be  justified  in  declining  a  service  tp 
which  he  is  legally  commanded)  I  believe,  a  consideration  of 
the  cause  will  nnd  its  way  to  the  breast  of  every  conscientious 
man  ;  and  in  the  execution  of  his  duty  he  will  find  sorrow 
and  remorse  on  one  side,  or  satisfaction  and  inward  comfort 
on  the  other,  according  to  the  private  judgment  he  entertains. 
I  perceive  gentlemen  on  every  side  the  House  acknowledge 
the  truth  or  this  general  observaiion.  Sir^  I  shall  be  astonish- 
ed if  any  gentleman  denies  the  [^articular  application  of  it.  Is 
there  a  man  in  England  (I  am  confident  there  is  not  an  offi- 
cer or  soldier  iw  the  King's  service)  who  does  not  think  the 
-parliamentary  rights  of  Great  Britain  a  cause  to  fight  for,  to 
bleed  and  die  for  ?  Sir,  I  will  assci  t,  that  the  professed  advo* 
cates  of  America  have  never  ventured  to  meet  this  argument 
fairly.  Tliey  have  always  siiilted  it  to  collateral  enquiries,  ac- 
cusation, recrimination,  and  examination  of  the  measures  by 
which  we  have  be  en  led  into  or.r  present  dilemma.  Sir,  past 
errors  may  be  great  -isA  maniiest ;  every  administration  for 
ten  years  past  m?.y  have  had  their  share.  It  is  not  my  present 
purpose  to  ji^stify  any.  Enquiries  may  be  very  proper,  at  a 
proper  time  :  but  as  a  member  of  Parliament,  I  hold  mpelf 
indispensibly  called  upon  to  take  up  the  question,  upon  this 
important,  mnu  this  unpan.Ueled  moment  in  the'  English  his- 
tory, when  we  tamely  suilcr  g:Aernment  to  be  suspended, 
when  we  sit  htre  the  mere  sliadow  of  authority,  the  phantom 
,of  a  Parliamenr,  assembling  only  to  lament  the  substance  we 
liave  losi,  and  to  propose  and  subtilise  questions  of  our  own 
iinpotency. 

Sir,  another  metliod  of  evading  a  debate  upon  the  true  m^ 
rits  of  this  question  has  been,  to  confound  the  understanding. 
Ingenious  men  will  run  changes  upon  real  and  virtual  repre- 
sentation, exteiTial  and  int^riial  taxes,  revenue  and  regulatioB, 
till  one's  head  grows  dizzy  with  distinctions,  and  .the  most 
gross  absurdities  and  ccntradi<^tions  become,  for  %  moment, 
:jpecious.  But  it  is  not  in  rhetoric  or  sophistry  to  argue  the 
great  rational  majority  of  the  people  of  England  put  of  the 
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plain,  simple  proposition,  which  is  contained  in  the.  decfauni# 
tory  adt  of  the  6th  of  the  present  King.  The  reason  of  tiie 
nation  has  been  long  convinced ;  the  trial  now  only  is  whe^^ 
ther  we  have  spirit  to  support  our  conviftion.  .  * 

Sir,  if  the  whole  body  of  the  kingdom  does  not  rouse  at  this 
alarm,  and  shake  off  that  torpitude  under  which  our  poblia 
spirit  has  long  shamefully  languished ;  if  every  class  and  dis* 
tindbion  of  men  do  not  join  in  this  great  cause  ;  if  our  mer^^ 
chants  and  njanufafturers  do  not  in  one  instance  take  example 
from  the  Americans, and  render  it  glorious  by  adapting  it  toa 
better  cause  ;  if  they  do  not  feel  insult  and  affront  in  the  sus* 
picion,  that  while  one  country  dares  the  interruption  of  com- 
merce to  effedbiate  her  chimerical  claims,  the  other  will  not 
exert  equal  fortitude  to  vindicate  her  fundamental  rights  ;  if 
this  be  our  wretched  state,  I  agree  that  the  sooner  a  formal 
surrender  is  made  the  better ;  let  Great  Britain  revert  to  her 
primitive  insignificancy  in  the  map  of  the  world,  and  the<:oh- 
gress  of  Philadelphia  be  the  legislature  to  dispense  the  bles- 
sings of  empire.  Let  us  spare  the  blood  of  our  sul^efts,  let 
us  spare  the  treasures  of  the  state ;  but  let  us  at  the'same  time 
confess,  we  are  no  more  a  people. 

Sir,  after  this  avowal  of  my  principles  it  might  be  thoughtu 
.  that  I  sought  the  situation  in  which  I  am  going  to  be  em- 
ployed. I  publicly  declare  I  did  not  seek  it,  I  will  take  leave 
to  sgy  on  the  part  of  my  colleagues,  it  was  sought  by  none  of 
us,  but  it  was  accepted .  with  that  submission  which  is  due 
from  servants  of  the  crown,  and  with  that  sense  of  gratitude 
to  his  Majesty  which  the  importance  of  the  trust  required.  I 
feel  an  additional  call  of  gratitude  on  my  own  part,  for  the  ho* 
,  nour  my  name  receives  in  being  classed  with  those  of  the  dis* 
tinguished  officers  to  whom  I  have  alluded. 

I  will  trespass  110  longer  upon  the  time  of  the  House ;  with 
the  sentiments  I  have  expressed  I  take  leave  of  all  American, 
questions,  with  these  sentiments  I  shall  take  leave  of  my 
country ;  I  shall  endeavour  to  maintain  them  in  arguments,  if 
admitted  to  any  intercourse  in  America.  I  shall  enforce  them 
to  the  best  of  my  power  if  caUed  upon  to  adk  in  the  line  of  my 
profession  ;  conscientiously  convinced  that  upon  the  due  sup- 
port of  them  both  here  and  on  the  other  side  the  Atlantic^ 
■the  existence  of  this  country  and  constitution,  dmSAfyempba^ 
tically,  and  conclusively  depends. 

Governor  Jahnstme  replied  to  several  things  which  drop^ 
ped  from  the  noble  lord;  said,  that  on  a  former  occasion  Par* 
Jiament  had  charged  the  East  India  company  with  eleven 
joiUions  for  shipS|  forces,  &c.  sent  to  their  assistance,  but 
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Ofwncd  afterwards  it  was  not  so  much^  and  doubted  not  but 
tiat  several -of  the  millions  now  so  roundly  charged  to  the  ac- 
catmt  of  America,  would  be  discovered  to  be  no  better  found* 
cd,  though  we  even  brought  the  expences  of  the  present  fbr- 
znidable  armament  to  account.  He  supposed,  if  America 
consented  to  the  grants  now  proposed,  that  they  would  in 
time  be  managed  as  the  Irish  are,  and  that  douceurs  out  of 
the  sums  raised  would  be  distributed  with  equal  success  among 
the  colonists,  and  what  could  not  be  cffedled  one  way  would 
surely  be  carried  another ;  blue  ribbons,  red  ribbons  lords 
and  knights  would  bring  about  great  things ;  that  the  mini* 
sterwell  understood  how  to  put  this  House  in  good  hmnour  at 
all  times  ;  and  supposed  in  time^  that  he  would  cause  this  good 
humour  to  reach  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  though  he  had 
hitherto  failed  in  his  attempts.  He  concluded  by  observing, 
that  there  had  been  no  precedent,  for  our  obliging  the  colonies 
to  raise  taxes,  but  the  Romans,  who  plundered  those  who 
were  under  their  dominion,  and  brought  the  plunder  to  Romei 
which  was  in  the  end  the  cause  of  the  destru£tion  of  that 
once  glorious  and  powerful  empire. 

Mr.  Pctitoriy  in  favour  of  the  resolution.  The  question  was 
put,,  and  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

February  28. 

Lord  Folkestone  moved  that  the  names  of  all  the  members 
of  this  House  who  have  delivered  in  a  paper,  containing  a 
description  of  the  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  by 
which '  they  qualify  themselves  to  be  elected  and  returned  to 
serve  as  members  in  the  present  Parliament,  together  with 
such  descriptions^  be  printed.  His  lordship  supported  his 
inotioc|\vith  strong  argument,|and  mentioned  some  well*knowia 
fadls;  instanced  the  mode  of  conveyances  and  purchases  ^rv 
tempore y  in  none  of  which  the  person  qualifying  had  a  perma- 
nent interest. 

It  was  answered,  that  every  member  had  access  to  those  pa^ 
pers,  and  might  have  any  of  them  copied  whenever  he  pleased) 
therefore  it  was  not  necessary  to  print  them.  The  House 
4iivided ;  for  the  motion  44,  against  it  87. 

A  petition  of  the  merchants^  traders,  and  principal  inha» 
bitants,  of  the  town  and  county  of  Pool,  was  jn-esented  to 
the  House,  and  read  ;  setting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  ob>- 
serve,  that  a  petition  is  presented  to  the  House,  from  the 
Jord  mayor,  aldei-men,  and  commons,  of  the  city  of  London^ 
in  common  council  assembled,  against  the  bill  menticmed  in 
the  precedmg  petition;  and  that  the  petitioners  beg  leave  to 
observe^  that  the  restraints  intended  to  be  laid  upon  the  New- 
foundland 
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foundland  fishery  of  th^  colonies,  mentioned  In  the  ^id  hijii 
if  carried  into  a  law,  will  not  by  any  means  be  injnrioua  fQ 
jcommerce,  as  the  petitioners  against  tlie  bill  conceivei;  bc^r 
cause,  the  foreign  markets  can  be  amply  supplied,  by  extend* 
ing  the* Newfoundland  fishery  of  subje<9ts  resident  in  ,ftigland| 
^d  that  the  aqnual  produce  of  the-  Newfoundland  fishery 
carried. on  by  subjefts  resident  in. the  mother  towitry,e»f 
ceeds  ^oOjOOoL  apd  that  the  Newfoundlaijid  fishery  of  th^ 
xpother  country  iq  a  constant  nursery  of  seamen  for  the  nary^ 
<bat  great  bulwark  of  the  nation,  every  fifth  man  employee} 
being,  by  the  loth  of  William  the  Third,  obliged  to  be  a 
landman,  a  consideration  of  infinite  weight,  the.  petitioner! 
imagine;  and  this  the  more  especially,  as  the  profitjs  of  tht 
trade  center  intirely  in  this  kingdom ;  and  that  the  profit^ 
pf  the  Newfoimdland  fishery  carried  on  by  the  colonies 
mentioned  in  the  bill,  do  not  center  here,  nor  is  the  New- 
foundland fishery  of  the  colonies  a  nm^ery  of  seamen  for  the 
fleet,  because  the  Americans  are  not  obliged  by  law  to  make 
use  of  landmen,  nor  are  the  American  seamen  compellable^ 
like  the  British  seamen,  to  serve  their  country  in  times  or 
•war  J  the  petitioners  are  therefore  greatly  alarmed,  lest  a  pe-^ 
tition  fi*om  so  respectable  a  body  as  the  lord  mayor,  aiders- 
men,  and  commons  of  London,  should  operate  not  only  to 
jtheir  prejudice,  but  to  the  general  prejudice  of  the  kingdom, 
on  a  point  of  such  importance  ix>  the  national  prosperity  ( 
humbly  submit  the  foregoing  fiafts  to  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  soliciting,  no  less  for  their  own  immediate  ad- 
vantage than  for  the  universal  benefit  of  their  country,  such 
encouragement  of  the  British  fishery  to  Newfoundland  as  the 
Parliament  sliall  think  proper. 

A  petition  of  the  people  called  Quakers  was  presented  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Oliver,  and  read ;  takmg  notice  of  the  bill  to 
restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  province  of  Massa- 
chusetts Bay  and  New  Hampshire,  and  colonies  of  Connefti- 
s:ut  and  Rhode  Island,  and  Providence  Plantation,  in  North 
America,  to  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  islands 
in  the  West  Indies ;  and  to  prohibit  such  provinces  and  co- 
lonies £rom  carrying  on  any  fishery  on  the  banks  of  New- 
ibimdlapd,  cm:  other  jdaccs  therein  to  be  mentioned,  under 
certain  conditions,  and  for  a  time  to  be  Hmitted ;  and  ths*! 
the  -petitioners  are  informed,  that,  in  the  island  of  Nantucket, 
on  the  coast  .of  New  England,  there  are  about  5000  inhabi- 
tants, nine-tenths  of  whom  are  of  the  people  caHcd  Quakers  ^ 
and  that  the  -said  island  is  for  the  most  part  barren  and 
Jiandy,  not  yielding  provision  for  a  twentieth  fart  of  its  in- 
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habitats;  and  that  the  inhabitants  almost  wholy  depend 
im  the  Mvliale  fishery  for  their  subsistence,  purchasing  with  the 
produce  of  the  said  occupation,  grain  and  other  necessaries 
from  the  neighbouring  colonics  v  and  that,  if  the  said  bill 
should  pass  into  a  law,  these  people  would  unavoidably  be 
exposed  to  all  the  hardships  of  famine,  as  no  provisions  can 
be  imported  from  any  of  the  neighbouring  colonics,  and  their 
trade,  by  which  they  subsist,  will  be  totally  ^ohibited ;  and 
that  the  said  inhabitants,  to  the  best  of  the  petitioners  in- 
formation and  belief,  are  intirely  innocent  in  respeA  to  the 
^present  disturbances  in  America;  wherefore,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  miseries  impending  over  so  large  a  part  of  thekr 
brethren,  and  others  their  fellow  subje£b,  in  that  island  and 
in  the  neighbourhood,  under  the  like  circumstances,  tlie  pe- 
titioners intreat  the  House,  that  the  said  bill  may  not  past 
■into  a  law,  as  thereby  a  most  grievous  punishment  would  be 
hiflicted  on  the  innocent,  and  a  bpdy  of  men,  whose  occupation 
is  hazardous,  their  gains  uncertain,  and  their  labours  necessary 
to  themselves  and  the  commimity,  would  be  subjefted  to  in- 
evitable ruin  and  destru6Hon. 

•  And  the  said  petitioners  were  severally  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
whom  he  said  the  bill  is  committed. 

The  order  of  the  dky  was  read  for  the  House  to  go  into  the 
Slid  committee.  It  was  moved  that  the  Speaker  do  not  leave 
the  chair. 

The  House  divided.     Noes — 24.  Ayes — 97 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  said  committee ; 

Sir  Charles  Whitworth  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  David  Barclay  called  in. 

Me  appears  as  agent  for  the  committee  of  North  American 
merchants,  and  means  with  the  permission  of  the  committee^ 
to  examine  some  witness  in  support  of  their  petition* 

Mr.  Brook  TVatson  called  in, 

He  is  a  merchant,  and  has  some  acquaintance  with  the 
fisheries  of  North  America. 

^ifst'wn.     What  acquaintance  has  he  with  that  trade  ? 

Ansnver,  I  would  beg  permission  in  the  first  place,  to  ac- 
quaint the  committee  what  is  the  foundation  of  the  evidence 
I  shall  lay  before  them. 

In  1765  and  the  beginning  of  1766,  I  was  called  to  the  bar 
of  this  House  to  give  such  information  as  I  could  with  respeA 
to  the  fishery  of  North  America ;  from  that  time  I  took  great 
pains  to  get  fiuther  information  on  that  subjeft,  by  writing 
to  niy  correspondents  versed  in  that  business  \  and  in  1766  I 

went 
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went  to  North  America,  and  there  I  had  corroborated  the  in- 
formation I  had  before  received ;  and  from  that  iiiformation 
i  i  then  formed  a  state  of  the  fisheries,  which  I  would  beg  leave 
to  refer  to.     The  paper  is  in  my  pocketa 

The  title  of  the  papet-  is, 

J&ate  ^Exports  jrom  Great  Britain  to^  and  fisheries  of  North 

America  in  1 764.  ' 

^  Fishories  of  new  England,  meanihg  the  foiir  provinces. 

Prodiice.  of  the  cod  fishery.  300  vessels  of  ^o  tdn  each  on 
Sdi  average,  each  navigated  with  eight  men,  caught  240^059 
quintals  of  fish  (the  quintals  being  1 1 2lb.  each)  of  which 
^40,059  quintals,  102,265  ^^^  deemed  merchantable  fish, 
(i.  e.)  fish  fit  for  the  European  market,  where,  freight  and  all 
charges  upon  it  at  that-  time,  it  was  valued  at  20s.  per  quin-v 
tal,  the  sum  of  102,265!.  The  remaining  part,  being  137^794 
quintals,  is  called  Jamaica  fish,  (i.  e.)  fish  fit  for  the  West 
bidia  market,  and  that  was  valued  at  14s.  per  quintal,  in- 
cuding  freight  and  charges,  and  amounted  to  the  sum  of 
96,4551.  1 6s. 

The  whole  quantity  of  fish,  produced  3,600  barrels  of 
cod  oil,  part  of  which  was  carried  to  the  West  Indies,  and 
the  remainder  to  Great  Britain,  and  valued  at  an  average  at 
40S.  per  barrel,  making  the  sum  of  7,2ool.  which,  added  to 
the  sum  of  the  cod  fishery,  makes  205,9201.  i6s. 

.  Then  follows  the  produce  of  the  mackerel,  shad,  and 
alewife  fisheries.  Ninety  mackerel  sloops  and  schooners  em- 
ployed, burthen  about  40  tons  each  on  an  average,  navigated 
with  six  men,  caught  on  an  average  200  barrels  each,  mak- 
ing 18,000  barrels  for  the  West  India  market,  valued  at 
a2s.6d.  makes  20,0501. 

Ten  thousand  barrels  of  shad  and  alewife  for  the  West  In- 
dia market,  at  12s.  6d.  per  barrel,  makes  6250L 

.  Whale  Fishery. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  sloops,  burthen  70  tons  each  on 
an  average,  three  fourths  navigated  with  thirteen  men  each^ 
and  the  other  fourth  with  seven,  caught  as  follows : 

Two  thousand  ton  of  spermaceti  oil  sent  to  Great  Britain, 
and  there  valued  at  24I.  per  ton,  makes  48,000!. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  tons  of  common  whale  oil,  ship-- 
ped  lilsewise  to  Great  Britain,  at  i61.  per  ton,  makes  24,000!. 
. .  Sixty  ton  of  whale  fins,  shipped  also  to  Gireat  Britain,  at 
300I.  per  ton,  makes  i8,oool. 

Total  produce  of  the  whale  fishery,  90,cooL 
;.%  :  -  ..  S4  Total 
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■   Total  produce  of  the  New  England  fisheries  in  the  year  1 7649 
amounts  to  32a,22oL  i6s. 

.  Then  follows  the  nnmber  of  tons  of  shippiilgi  and  of  men» 
employed  in  the  New  England  fisheries.   • 

In  the  Cod  Fuhery. 

Three  hundred  cod  vessels,  of  fifty  ton  each,  navigated  faf 
dght  men,  makes  15,000  ton  of  shipping  and  2400  men* 

Two. hundred  and  fcoty  thousand  fifty-nine  quintals  of  cod 
fish,  taken  by  those  vessels,  require  13,215  ton  of  shipping  to 
carry  them  to  market,  each  100  ton  of  which  shipping  being 
navigated  by  eight  men,  require  1050  men  to  navigate  them; 
thus  the  cod  fishery  then  employed  28,225  ton  of  shippings 
said  3450  men^ 

Shipping  and  men  employed  in  the  Whtde  Fishery. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  whale  sloops,  of  seventy  ton  each» 
three  fourths  navigated  with  thirteen  men,  and  the  other 
fourth  with  seven,  is  10,500  ton  of  shipping,  and  1726  men; 
3560  ton  of  shipping  to  carry  them  to  maiket,  each  xoo  too^ 
requiring  eight  men  to  navigate  thern^  makes  3560  ton  of 
shipping,  and  284  men. 

Hence  the  whale  fishery  employed  in  that  year  14060  ton. 
of  shipping,  and  2012  men. 

Shipping  and  men  employed  in  the  Mackerel  Fishery. 

Ninety  vessels  of  forty  ton  each,  navigated  with  six  men^ 
makes  3600  ton  of  shipping,  and  540  men. 

Thus  the  whole  of  the  New  England  fishery  en^loyed 
45,880  ton  of  ^shipping,  and  6002  men  in  1674. 
.  That  is  the  whole  state  of  the  New  England  fisheries. 

(^  Whether  he  believes  that  the  fisheries  have  it&cseased  or 
decreased  since  1 764  ? 

A.  Believes  they  have  increased  very  much. 

Qj^  What  markets  are  the  fish  sent  to  ? 

A.  The  fish  taken  by  the  people  of  New  England  is  in  part 
sent  to  the  Spanish  and  other  European  markets,  and  the  Hst 
to  the  West  Indies. 

Q^  Has  he  ever  received  any  remittance  firoih  Europe  fi^r 
proceeds  of  fish — I  mean  fi*om  Spaip  and  Portugal  ? 

A.  I  do  yearly  receive  remittances  from  Spain  for  jBaitk  ship* 
.    ped  fi-om  North  America,   but  not  from  the  New  England 
fisheries. — My  trade  is  not  carried  on  to  those  provinces. 

Q.  What  is  his  opinion  of  what  will  be  the  consequence 
of  our  not  supplying  the  European  markets  £cMr  one  season—* 
whether  it  probaUy  would  not  be  the  loss  of  that  trade  i 

A»l€ai\ 
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A.  I  cait  onljf  give  my  opinion  on  this  question.  IccnceiTey 
tbat  should  the, New  loigland  fishery  be  stOpt,  the  markets 
which  have  been  supplied  from  thence  cannot  be  supplied 
firom  any  other  part. 

Q^  Whether  he  has  known  any  person  concerned  in  thfe 
whale  fishery  on  the  coast  of  North  America  from  Great; 
Britain?  , 
.A.  I  shall  speak  feelingly  on  that  subject—-!  was  concemed 
in  it  mysdf,  in  the  year  1760  or  1761.  A  considerable  sum  of 
money  was  subscribed  to  carry  on  the  whale  fishery,  in  the 
river  and  gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  straits  of  Belleisle,  fromt 
Great  Britain,  wl^ich  money  was  put  into,  my  hands  in  ordet 
to  manage  and  direct  the  fishery.  Ships^  were  to  be  fitted  out 
firom  hence  \  and  notwithbtanding  every  precaution  was  taken^ 
such  was  the  event,  that  I  believe  thjfcc  fourths  of  the  capital 
was  sunk,,  and  the  Jfishery  given  up. 

Q^  Whether  he  knows  of  any  rum  of  the  manufacture  of 
New  England  sent  to  Quebec  ?       . 

A.  I  have  known  1 1 00  ton  of  British  brandy  shipped  from 
the  port  of  London  in  one  year,  and  that  trade  is  now  supi* 
planted  by  the  rum  trade  firom  New  England. 

Q^  What  return  do  the  New  England  merchants  receive  for 
the  rum  sent  to  Quebec  ? 
:  A.  A  great  deal  of  money,  and  a  little  wheat. 

Qj^  Whether  the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  cod  and 
whale  fishery  were  sailors— Lmean  navigators  ? 

A-  I  behevfe  there  is  no  constraint,  by  law  to  oblige  people 
fitting  out  their  ships  from  New  England  to  employ  any  num- 
ber of  green  men — and  that  none  of  them  are  navigators 
strictly  so  cilled^  though  I  believe  them  all  very  good  seamen. 
The  reason  why  I  think  so  is,  that  their  cod  fishei^^  is  fitted 
out  on  shares  \  their  men  have  a  share  of  what  they  take 
home :  they  take  none  but  stout  able-bodied  men,  who  are 
accustomed  to  the  seas.  The  whale  fisher  can  carry  none  but 
good  seamen,  for  those  vessels  which  cany  thirteen  men,  do 
so,  that  they  may  man  two  boats ;  the  others  which  carry 
seven  men  only,  can  man. but  one  boat;  they  must  be  expert 
rowers,  and  the  few  men  left  in  the  vessel  must  know  how  to 
mrk  her.  A$  to  the  people  employed  in  the  mackerd  fifshery, 
I  believe  to  be  young  people,  by  that  means  trained  up  for  tte 
other  fisheries.  .  .  :    .  ^ 

<^  Whethieir  the  mackerel  and  cod  fisheries  are  carried  ton. 
at  the  same  time,  or  succeed  one  another  ?        * 

A.  13^  ood  &siSk&fr^  4$  oarrsed  on  .from  February  to  Sep* 

tember 
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tcmber  (or  October  I  believe) — the  mackerel  fishery  caii  CMiIy 
bst  during  the  Summer  months,  June,  July,  and  a  small  part' 
df  August* 

Q^  Whether  there  are  eight  men  to  every  100  ton  of  ship- 
ping a^hially  employed  to  bring  the  produce  of  these  fisheries 
to  market  i 

A.  As  a  mercliant,  I  believe  that  such  vessels  as  are  sent  bxxa 
New  England  to  the  Spanish  and  other  European  markets  with 
fish,  are  seldom  navigated  with  less  than  eight  men  to  the  1 00 
tons.  From  this  kingdom,  perhaps,  I  should  navigate  them 
vnth  seven,  for  our  seamen  are  better  and  more  used  to  square 
rigged  ships  than  the  Americans  ? 

'Q^  What  sort  of  vessels  are  employed  in  bringing  the  fish 
to  the  European  market  ? 

A.  I  believe  the  vessels  usually  employed  in  carrying  fish 
from  New  England  are  square  rigged  double  decked  vessels, 
burthen  from  120  to  160  tons. 

Qj^  How  are  they  rigged  ? 

A.  When  I  said  square  rigged  vessels,  I  did  not  mean  sloops 
and  schooners,  but  ships,  snows,  and  brigs. 

Q^  Whether  brigs  and  snows  are  not  chiefly  employed  in 
that  navigation  ? 

A.  I  can't  say  whether  it  is  so  or  not. 

Q^  Whether  brigs  and  snows  do  not  require  fewer  men 
to  navigate  them  than  ships  of  the  same  burthen  ? 

A.  I  believe  a  ship  of  160  tons  will  not  take  more  men  to 
navigate  her  in  the  Western  ocean,  than  a  snow  or  brig  of 
the  same  burthen. 

Q^  Whether  vessels  of  160  tons  actually  carry  1 2  men  ? 

A.  I  believe  such  as  are  bound  to  Europe  from  New  England- 
with  fish  do  not  carry  less. 

Q^  Whether  he  means  that  the  20s.  per  quintal  is  currency 
or  sterling  ? 

A.  I  meant  sterling  money  of  Great  Britain. 

0^  Is  the  fish  dearer  or  cheaper  now  than  in  1 764  ? 

A.  I  believe  cheaper. 

Q^  What  is  the  price  of  New  England  fish  at  present  ? 

A.  I  can't  say* 

Q^  Is  the  New  England  fish  better  than  what  is  taken  by 
yhips  fitted  out  firom  Great  Britain  ? 

A.  A  great  deal  better. 

Q^  What  are  the  returns  from  Spain  and  Portugal  In  pay* 
ment  of  the  fish  ? 

A.  Bills  of  exchange  returned  to  the  merchants  of  London 

in 
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in  payment  for  British  manufactures  sent  by  them  to  North 
America,  and  some  little  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  fish  is  re-* 
turned  in  salt. 

Q^  Whether  the  hooks,  lines,  and  small  cables,  nets,  and 
other  materials  for  carrying  on  this  fishery,  is  not  exported 
from  this  country  ? 

A.  I  believe  every  thing,  except  salt  and  the  timber  of 
which  the  vessels  are  built,  is  carried  from  this  country. 

Qj^  Is  not  the  net  proceeds  of  the  fish  remitted  to  this 
country  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  is. 

Q^  Whether  the  circumstances  of  their  catching  their  fish 
cheaper  has  not  been  the  cause  of  their  success  ?  and  whether 
these  fisheries  could  not  be  carried  on  out  of  Newfoundland  ? 

A.  Th^  only  fishery  I.  was  ever  engaged  in,  was  the  whale 
fishery,  which  I  never  heard  was  carried  on  with  success  out 
of  Newfoundland. 

Q^  Whether,  if  a  bounty  were  given  on  the  Newfoundland 
whale  fishery  as  well  as  on  the  Greenland  fishery,  the  whole 
fishery  might  not  be  carried  qn  as  advantageously  there  ? 

A.  I  believe  not.  My  reason  is,  that  the  bounty  on  the 
Greenland  fishery  is  confined  to  ships  of  a  certain  size ;  the 
vessels  proper  for  carrying  on  the  whale  fisheries  in  the  Ame- 
rican seas  are  small,  swift  sailers  and  easily  managed.  The 
whale  fishery  in  the  Greenland  seas  is  confined  to  a  certain 
distance,  where  they  are  siire  of  finding  whales  or  not  at  all,; 
the  vessels  from  North  America  sometimes  take  their  whales 
on  the  coast,  sometimes  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  Brasils, 
and  even  as  far  South  as  the  Falkland  Islands. 

Q.  Whether  most  of  the  Newfoundland  fishers  don't  return 
to  this  country  to  winter  ? 
A.  I  believe  they  do. 

Q^  Whether  the  whale  fishery  fitted  out  from  England  be^ 
fore  mentioned  did  not  fail  oii  account  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
people  of  this  country  in  the  spermaceti  whale  fishery? 

A.  The  fishery  which  was  fitted  out  under  my  direction  was 
not  for  spermaceti  whale,  but  for  the  bone  whale  5  spermaceti 
whales  are  seldom  if  ever  found  in  the  river  ot  gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence  or  the  straits  of  Belleislc. 

Q^  Whether  the  fish  ships  do  not  carry  back  the  manufiac- 
tures  of  Spain  and  other  countries  to  North  America  ? 

A.  The  returns  ^re  very  trivial  from  thence,  except  in  salt. 
Q^  Whether  there  might  not  be  other  advantageous  returns . 
carried  back  ?  .  ' 

A.  I  have 
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A.  I  have  no  doubt  but  there  might ;  bat  the  articles  are  so 

t>ulky  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  smuggle  them. 

Q^  If  care  was  not  taken  by  our  ships  to  prevent  smugglings 
would  not  such  articles  be  smuggled  ? 

A.  If  care  was  not  taken  to  prevent  smuggling,  the  Ame- 
ricans would  doubtless  smuggle  all  they  could. 

Q^  Does  he  not  know  there  is  gre^t  smuggling  in  America  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  it.  I  never  smuggled. 

C^What  are  the  ships  crews  composed  of,  who  carry  the 
fish  to  foreign  markets  ? 

A.  North  Americans,  I  believe,  in  general. 

Q^  Whether  the  capital  employed  in  the  fisheries  be  Ntath 
American  or  English  in  the  greater  proportion  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  are  men  of  property  in  North  Axaericit 
engaged  in  the  fisheries;  but  in  general  the  fisheries  are 
carried  on  with  the  capital  of  merchants  in  Great  Britain* 
t  mean  that  the  merchants  of  Great  Britain  have  given  credit 
to  those  of  North  America,  and  that  that  credit  is  partly  em* 
ployed  in  the  fisheries,  and  that  the  returns  are  made  ia, 
the  produce  of  the  fisheries.  The  information  I  wish  to  convey 
is,  that  if  a  merchant  of  England  should  trust  a  person  con- 
cerned in  the  fishery  of  North  America*,  that  person  fiuling, 
the  merchant  of  England  would  lose. his  debt;  and  that  is  ail 
the  concern  the  merchants  of  England  have  in  the  New  Eng- 
land fisheries. 

Q^  Do  the  merchants  of  England  then  intrust  the  North 
Americans  with  their  property  without  any  views  of  profit  ? 

A.  The  merchant  has  no  doubt  a  compensation  for  the 
risk  he  runs. 

Q^  Whether  he  apprehends  that  the  credit  given  by  the 
merchant  of  Great  Britain,  is  for  this  or  that  particular  trad^ 
or  in  general  ? 

A.  The  merchants  of  England,  when  they  supply  goods 
and  necessaries  for  the  fisheries  to  those  of  New  England,  do 
it  on  commission,  and  give  them  credit  for  a  certain  time,  if 
Hit  then  paid,  they  receive  a  legal  interest  for  it  till  it  is  paid. 

Qj^  Whether  any  part  of  the  fishery  on  the  coast  of  New 
England,  Sec.  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  New  England 
people  on  shore  ? 

A.  I  believe  tliat  very  little  of  the  cod-fish  is  consumed  in 
New  England. 

Q^  Is  the  shad  and  alewife  a  necessary  there  ? 

A.  I  believe  in  some  parts  of  New  England  it  is. 

(^Whether  methods  used  at  Marblehead  to  cure  the  cod^ 

fish 
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fish  does  not  make  it  more  valuable  tfean  that  cured  at  New- 
foundland? 

A.  The  nature  of  their  cod-^fish  is  such,  that  the  part  fit  to 
be  sent  to  Europe  is  more  valuable  at  many  of  the  Spairish 
markets  than  ahy  other  fish,^nd  particularly  at  Bilboa ;  it  is 
owing  to  their  being  obliged  to  go  so  far  to  take  the  fishj 
hence  it  lays  so  long  m  the  hold  of  the.  ship,  that  it  grows  irporc 
mellow  th^  fish  cured  immediately  after  they  are  taken  out 
of  the  sea* 

Q.  Whether  the  New  England  people  do  not  cure  their  fiisK 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  more  valuable? 

A.  There  are  natural  advantages  attending  their  fisheries 
which  1  would  explain.  They  go  to  take  the;  first  fare  of  fish 
in  the  month  of  February,  when  the  wind  generally  blows 
frora  the  westward,  that  wind  carries  them  to  the  bank  where 
they  take  their  fish;  the  ships  going  from  Great  Britain  there 
,  would  have  a  much  longer  voyage,  and  meet  with  that  con* 
trary  wind. 

Q.  Whence  arises  the  greater  value  of  tlieir  fish?  Is  it  fi-om 
the  method  of  curing  it  ? 

A.  I  believe  that  all  the  advantage  their  fisn  has  over  that 
of  Newfoundland,  arises  fi*om  the  causes  already  stated;  and 
in  the  next  place,  as  they  take  their  fish  in  deeper  water,  they 
take  larger  fish,  which  are  held  in  greater  estimation ;  and 
.  further  I  would  observe,  that  vessels  carrying  on  the  New-^- 
foundland  fishery  out  of  Great  Britain  are  fifteen-sixteenths 
.  -  of  them  double  decked  square  rigged  vessels  fit  to  i)ring  th« 
$sh  .to  Europe:  hence  they  are  not  so  fit  for  carrying  on  the 
fisheries  as  the  schooners'  of  New  England;  and  if  such  square 
rigged  double  decked  vessels  were  employed  in  taking  the  fish, 
a  greater  part  of  it  might  perish  before  they  could  get  into  a 
place  to  cure  it. 

Q.  Whether  he  believes,  th^  method  of  curing  fish  in  New 
England  does  not  make  the  fish  better  for  land  carriage  thaii 
that  of  Newfoundland  ? 

A.  I  believe  not. 

Q.  What  markets  would  Bilboa  and  other  Spanish  ports 
resort  to  for  fish,  if  they  could  not  get  the  fish  of  New  Eng- 
land? 

A.  It  is  hard  to  say.  The  Pope  might  grant  them  a  dis- 
pensing power  to  eat  flesh  in  the  time  of  Lent,  and  they  might 
not  eat  fish  at  all;  but  if  they  had  not  that  fish  from  New 
England,  they  could  get  it  from  n6  other  place. 

Q.  Whether  the  non-importation  scheme,  if  strldUy  ad- 
hered tO;  would  not  destroy  their  fishery? 

A.  Ttsxt. 
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A^  There  is  no  doubt  of  it. 

Q.  Whether  there  are  not  great  quantities  of  salt  mackerel 
consumed  in  New  England  ? 

A.  Believes  very  httle. 

Q.  How  many  ships  from  St.  John  sail  to  Lisbon  with  bac- 
cabco? 

A.  Can't  say. 

Q.  How  many  from  New  England? 

A.  Believes  the  Portugal  market  takes  very  little — ^It  goc« 
to  the  Spanish  market — Bilboa  he  believes  takes  three  fourths. 

Q.  How  is  Lisbon  arid  Oporto  served  with  baccalxo  ? 

A.  From  Newfoundland  totally. 

Q.  Whether  all  the  ships  employed  in  the  fishery  for  thit 
jkingdom  do  not  go  to  the  banks  of  Newfoundland? 

A.  I  believe  they  must  all  go  to  the  banks  before  they  arrive 
at  Newfoundland,  •  where  they  generally  lay  up,  and  carry  on 
their  fishery  in  shallops.  \ 

Q.  Whether  they  don't  fish  in  as  deep  waters,  and  catch  as 
large  cod  as  the  people  of  New  England? 

A.  The  New  England  fishermen  do  not  all  go  to  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland;  there  are  other  banks,  such  as  those  of  the 
Isle  of  Sable,  Cape  Sable,  and  the  Isle  of  Shoal. 

Q.  Whether  the  fish  are  not  as  large  on  the  banks  erf"  New- 
foundland as  in  any  other  place? 
'  A.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  fishing  vessels  out  of  Newfound- 
land do  take  as  large  cod  as  the  New  England  vessels;  but  in 
general  not. 

Q.  What's  the  price  of  a  gallon  of  rum,  at  New  England  ? 

A.  I  can't  say  what  it  is  now;  but  a  year  back  about  is.  2d« 
sterling. 

Q.  What  is  the  price  of  a  gallon  of  rum  at  Barbadoes,  or 
any  other  of  the  West  India  islands? 

A.  I  never  Irad  any  concern  in  that  trade,  I  speak  at  ran- 
dom, perhaps  2s.  4d.  or  2s.  6d. 

Q.  What  is  the  reason  that  the  •  people  in  New  Englandj 
can  distill  rum  cheaper  than  they  can  in  t)ie  islands? 

A.  They  carry  cargoes  from  New  England  of  lumber  and 
£sh  to  the  islands,  with  the  proceeds  of  which  they  purchase 
tnolasses,  which  they  distil  into  rum,  and  carry  part  of  it 
to  Africa,  where  they  buy  slaves,  and  carry  them  back  to  eat 
up  the  fish. 

Question  repeated. 

A.  The  Jamaica  fish  which  is  not  fit  for  the  market  they 
sell  at  the  foreign  islands  in  the  West  Indies.  The  French  are 
JMK  allowed  to  distil  the  molasses,  therefore  they  sell  it  cheap  \ 

and 
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and  take  in  return  fish  and.  lumber^  which  the  New  En^^and 
people  would  not  sfcll  elsewhere. 

Q.  Whether  the  fishermen  are  employed  all  the  year  in  the 
same  fisheries,  or  in  succession  ? 

A.  I  did  not  say  the  seamen  were  employed  in  different 
fisheries — ^I  said,  that  the  mackerel  fishery  could  only  employ 
them  during  the  summer  months;  and  I  will  now  add,  that 
when  the  cod  fishermen  come  home,  they  lay  up  till  they  go 
out  again  the  next  season,  and  the  like  with  the  whale  fisher- 
men. Some  of  the  ships  employed  in  carrying  the  fish  to 
Europe  may  come  here  from  Spain,  to  load  with  the  manufac- 
tures of  this  country  for  North  America. 
*  Q.  Is  there  not  a  tradd  of  consequence  with  the  ports  of 
Alicant,  Barcelona,  and  other  ports  of  Spain  for  inland  cott- 
sunlption? 

A.  I  believe  that  they  casually  send  to  such  ports;  but 
5uch  is  the  nature  of  their  fish,  that  it  will  not  bear  land  car- 
riage, therefore  is  generally  consumed  in  their  sea  ports. 

Q.  Whether  it  is  not  carried  to  the  ports  of  Italy? 
■     A.  I  believe  very  little. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  trade  established  in  the  Baltic  from 
Christianstad  and  Archangel,  in  order  to  rival  our  fisheries? 

A.  Fish  taken  in  the  Baltic  is  called  stock  fish — ^that  is  cod 
cured  by  the  frost,  and  do  not  hold  in  that  estimation  with 
our  fish. 

Q.  Whether  if  upon  a  supposition,  the  trade  to  the  ports 
of  the  Mediterranean  firom  America  being  stopt,  it  would  not 
give  advantage  to  the  trade  of  the  Baltic  ? 

A»  A  very  proportionable  consequence. 

Q.  If  Spain  could  not  provide  herself  with  New  England 
fish,  could  she  supply  herself  any  where  else  ? 

A.  I  can't  tell. 

Q.  Will  France  supply  it  ? 

A.  France,  having  free  access  to  the  ports  of  Spain,  would 
supply  them  with  mud  fish. 

Q.  Whether  the  people  of  Great  Britain  carry  on  the  New?* 
foundland  fishery  with  equal  advantage  with  France  ? 

A.  No  doubt,  with  much  greater  advantage. 

Q.  How,  if  this  restriftion  takes  place,  are  the  West  Indiei 
to  be  supplied  with  fish  ? 

A.  The  West  Indies  would  not  be  supplied  in  that  case* 

Q.  Are  Christianstad  or  Archangel  in  the  Baltic  ? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Is  Christianstad  in  Russia  or  Denmark? 

A.  In  Denmark. 

Q.  Does  he  know  of  the  fish  trades  established  there  ? 
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A.  I  do  not;  but  believe  it  is  particularly  m  the  stock  fish, 
with  which  the  navy  have  been  supplied. 

Q.  Is  the  stock-fish  equal  to  our  cod-fish? 

A.  There  is  not  any  salt  used  in  curing  stock-fish*  and  h 
l)cars  a  greater  price — it  is  much  drier,  and  cjoes  not  weigh 
hear  so  much  in  proportion  to  its  bulk. 

Q.  Is  it  used  in  the  Mediterranean  in  the  room  of  our  cod  ? 

A.  Can^t  say. 

Q.  Whether  it  is  for  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to  hare 
the^^ewfoundland  fishery  supplied  with  New  England  mm* 
Or  with  British  com  spirits  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  is  the  interest  of  this  country  to  supply  the 
fisheries  with  every  necessary  on  the  cheapest  terms,  and  thjit  - 
New  England  rum  is  supplied  them  at  a  much  lower  price 
than  British.  ^ 

Q.  Whether  there  is  not  a  trade  between  Russia  aijd  the 
other  powers  of  the  Baltic  with  the  Mediterranean  for  stock- 
fish? 

A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Whetlier  it  is  not  exported  from  Christianstad  and 
Archangel  ? 

A.  I  don't  know  whether  Spain  and  Italy  use  stock-fish  or 
not :  that  it  is  exported  from  those  parts  I  am  certain. 

Q.  Whether  stock-fish  was  not  formerly  used  on  board  the 
Kong's  ships  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  \\'^s. 

Q.  Is  it  now  ? 

A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  How  many  vessels  sailed  from  New  England  for  the  cod 
^shery,  to  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ? 

A.  I  believe  that  the  vessels  from  Newfoundland  which  pro- 
ceed on  the  fishery  in  February,  do  not  generally  go  so  far  as 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland. 

Q.  Whether  they  resfiise  fish  and  lumber,  which  goes  to  the 
West  Indies,  the  merchants  to  whom  they  are  consigned  arc 
"iiot  sometimes  authorized  to  sell  the  whole,  both  ship  and  car- 
goes, and  send  home  the  proceeds  to  tliis  country  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  what  ports  do  the  shipping  employed  in  the  New 
England  fishery  fit  out  ? 

A.  The  greater  part  of  them  from  Marblehead,  Salem^  and 
Cape  Anne  for  the  cod  fishery,  and  for  the  whale  fishery  from 
Nantucket. 

Q.  Whence  do  they  draw  the  materials  for  carrying*  en 
their  fisheries  ? 

A.  From  Great  Britain  all. 
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Q.  Whether,  siif^x>sing  the  trade  of  New  England  was  stop- 
ped for  five  years,  the  vessels  fitted  out  in  England  for  the 
banks  of  Newfonddland  would  not  supply  the  markets  with 
'fish,  now  supplied  by  New  England  ? 

A.  i  believe  not,  and  that  a  very  valuable  part  of  the 
fishery  belonging  to  Gfcat  Britain  would  thereby  be  lost. 

Q.  Whether  that  is  matter  of  fiaft,  or  of  opinion  i 

A.  Of  opinion.         • 

Question  repeated. 

A.  It  is  not  possible  for  me  to  say  what  will  cerUdnly  be  the 
con^uence  of  such  a  stoppage.  , 

Q.  Whether  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  NoVa  Scotia 
would  not  supply  the  loss  of  the  New  England  fisheries  ? 

A.  Nova  Scotia  is  an  in£mt  colony,  it  has  not  a  capital  to 
support  this  fishery. 

Q.*  Whether  if  the  New  England  fisheries  were  stopped, 
they  could  not  be  carried  on  firom  Great  Britain  ? 

A.  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  stopping  of  one  fishery,  and 
the  creation  of  another,  would  take  up  much  time,  and  in  the 
interval  the  trade  would  be  lost. 

Q«  Whether  there  is  not  an  established  fishery  on  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland  from  the  west  of  England;  and  if  the 
fisheries  of  New  England  were  stopped,  they  would  not  en- 
crease  to  supply  its  deficiencies? 

A.  The  west  country  people  carrying  on  the  fishery  on  the 
banks  of  .Newfoundland  would  no  doutit  exert  their  endea*- 
vours,  but  their  efforts  would  £&11  sfhort. 

Q.  Why? 

A.  In  the  first  place,  one  great  material  necessary  for  car- 
rying  on  the  fisheries  is  men,  and  you  have  them  not ;  the 
next  is  money,  and  I  am  pretty  clear  their  capitals  are  fiiUy 
employed :  having  therefore  neither  men  nor  money,  nor 
ships  buik  for  the  trade,  hence  I  think  it  could  not  be  cai> 
ried  on. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  they  want  men? 

A.  On  this  foundation  I  have  given  my  opinion ;  that  now,i 
when  all  the  ships  are  supposed  to  be  at  home,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  pay  38s.  per  month  for  seamen,  when  diis  time 
twelve  months  I  paid  only  28$. 

Q.  How  does  he  know  this  country  will  not  fiirnidi  a  capital 
to  carry  on  thi§  trade  to  any  degree  ? 

,  A.  I  have  no  doubt,  but  if  government  would  supply  men, 
money,  and  shi^s,  they  will  find  merchants.  Qu^gh  to  carry 
it  on. 

Vqu  I.  T  Q.  How 
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Q.  How  does  he  know  the  merchants  of  this  country  will 
not  fiimish  money  to  carry  on  this  trade? 

A.  Only  fi*om  general  knowledge  that  the  merchants  ca- 
pitals, who  are  concerned  yn  the  fisheries^  are  already  fully 
employed. 

Q.  Is  the  trade  of  this  country  carried  on  by  government, 
in  men,  ships,  or  money;  or  are  not  the  merchants  capable  of 
carrying  on  the  trade  of  this  country  to  any  extent  ? 

A.  I  deliver,  that  were  the  Nt*w  England  fisheries  to,  be 
stopped,  the  merchants  wlio  cnrry  on  the  Newfoundland 
fisheries  cQuld  not  furnish,  at  this  time,  either  men  or  m6ney 
to  carry  on  such  additional  fisheries. 

Q.  How  does  he  "know  that?  ^ 

A.  I  deliver  it  as  my  opinion,  from  general  commercial 
knowledge  only.  »  ^ 

Q.  Whether  he  knows  there  ever  was  a  time,  when  the 
trade  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  has  been  stopped  for 
want  of  men  ? 

A.  Have  no  doubt,  but  that  during  the  late  war,  when  men 
were  scarce,  that  the  Newfoundland  trade  decreased;  but  since 
the  peace  it  has  increased  very  much,  which  I  attributed  to 
the  facility  of  getting  men. 

Q.  Does  he  know  of  any  time,  when  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  stopped  for  want  of  men  ? 

A.  Can't  point  out  the  precise  time  when  stopped ;  but 
have  heard  from  the  Newfoundland  people  complaints  of  the 
great  difficulty  of  getting  men,  when  the  nation  was  lately 
arming  against  Spain. 

Q.  Whether  Nova  Scotia  and  Quebec  could  not  carry  on 
these  fisheries  ? 

A.  Nova  Scotia  and  Quebec  have  neither  vessels  nor  men  of 
their  own;  nor  could  they  be  with  either  but  from  New  Eng- 
land, even  should  you.  supply  tliem  with  all  the  money  neces- 
sary for  carrying  them  on. 

Q.  Whether  the  New  England  people  do  not  get  our  coun- 
trymen to  fish  for  them  ? 

A.  Believe  not. 

Q.  Whetlier  there  is  npt,  among  the  west  country  fisher- 
men a  general  complaint  of  want  of  employment  ? 

A.  Do  not  know  of  any  such  complaint. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  know  it  ? 

A.  Don't  recolkcl  I  ever  did. 

Q.  Whether  the  people  of  New  England  can't  fit  out  their 
vessels  cheaper  than  those  sent  from  the  west  of  England? 

.A.  I 
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A.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  people  of  New  England  can 
carry  on  the  fishery  at  a  mudi  less  expence  than  any  other 
people. 

Withdrew. 

Mr.  Stephen  Higginson. 

Q.  Of*  what  country  is  he  ? 

A.  From  Salem^  in  the  Massachuset's  Bay,  a  merchant. 

Q.  Whether  there  is  as  much  corn,  and  other  provisions, 
produced  in  that  province,  as  will  supply  the  inhabitants  ? 

A.  Apprehend  not. 

Q.  whether* there  is  sufficient  corn,  and  other  provisi- 
ons, produced  in  all  the  New  England  provinces,  for  their 
support  ? 

A^  No. 

Q.  From  whence  do  they  receive  additional  support  ? 

A.  From  the  Carolinas,  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  New  York 
chiefly. 

Q.  Whether  he  is  acquainted  with  the  trade  of  the  fisheries 
carried  on  in  New  England  ? 

A.  Not  much  acquainted  with  the  whale  fishery,  but  have 
considerable  knowledge  of  the  cod  fishery. 

Q.  How  many  vessels  are  employed  in  the  cod  fishery  ? 

A.  About  700  vessels. 

Q.  Of  what  burthen  are  they  ? 

A.  Five  hundred  of  them  estimfted  firoin  40  to  70  tons ; 
the  other  200  firom  about  1 5  to  40. 

Q.  How  many  hands  do  700  vessels  carry  ? 

A.  On  an  average  they  carry  about  six. 

Q.  How  many  hands  arc  employed  on  shore  for  the  cod 
fishery? 

A.  About  half  the  number  are  employed  in  curing  the  fish 
that  there  is  in  taking  of  them. 

Q.  How  many  vessels  employed  in  carrying  the  fishery  to 
inarket  ? 

A.  Should  imagine  about  350,  fi-om  70  or  80  tons  to 
about  170  or  180  •,  they  carry  about  eight  hands,  one  with 
another. 

Q.  What  would  these  people  do  if  the  fishery  was  stopped? 

A.  I  cannot  i'eadily  resolve  that  question ;  suppose  they 
would  remain  where  they  are,  as  long  as  they  could  subsist,  in 
hopes  of  being  engaged  in  their  old  employment. 

Q.  But  when  that  hope  failed,  and  they  could  no  longer 
subsist? 

T  2  A.  Tht^ 
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A.  'thtn  they  will,  probably,  go  elsewhere. 
Q.  Whether' they  would  settle  at  Halifax  ? 

A.  In  general  I  think  not. 

Q.  Why  ? 

A.  Several  reasons :  one  is,  the  fishehnen  at  Salem,  and 
other  towns,  are  a  very  quiet  and  steady  set  of  men.  They 
esteem  the  people  of  Halifax  to  be  dissolute,  and  of  quite  a 
contrary  turn.  I  think,  therefore,  they  would  not  sit  down 
among  a  p^pk  so  different  in  their  manners.  Andthei*  rea- 
son is,  that  thfty  think  the  government  of  Halifax  is  arbitrary^ 
and  have  a  terrible  notion  of  it.  Another,  those  who  have 
been  there,  have  disliked  the  country  very  iituchj  as  beihg  in- 
hospitable, arid  affording  but  a  very  hard  and  coafse  fare. 

Q.  Would  they  go  to  Miquelon  and  St.  Pierre,  and  6sh  for 
France?  ' 

A.  Don't  think  they  would  generally ;  from  Marblekead 
some  pCThaps  would. 

Q.  Why  would  they  from  thence  ? 

A.  Because  the  people  there  are  of  various  nations,  Spani- 
ards, Portuguese  and  Dutch  ;  biit  the  others  wefe  bom  in  the 
towns  where  they  live,  have  tenements  and  freeholds  there, 
and  would  not  leave  their  places  of  abode,  I  conceive. 

Q.  iPrbm  wtiehce  do  the  manufadhires  used  in  New  Eng- 
land come  ? 

A.  I  suppose  from  Great  Britain. 

Q.  How  do  they  pay  for  them  ? 

A.  By  the  proceeds  of  the  cod  and  whale  fisheries  chiefly. 

Q.  Do  you  receive  mc^sses  in  retiu-n  for  fish  ? 

A.  A  great  quantitv. 

Q.  \Vhat  do  they  do  with  it  ?  ' 

A.  It  is  chiefly  maniifachired  into  rum ;  part  is  consumed 
in  America,  and  part  exported. 

Q.  Are  the  merchants  in  Massachusetts  Bay  In  debt  to  Great 
Britain  ? 

A.  Certainlv.  ' 

Q.  If  the  fishery  is  stopped,  what  other  meanis  of  paying 
their  debts? 

A.  I  knpw  of  no  means,  but  the  articles  of  pot  and  pearl  ash, 
lumber,  furs,  ships,  and  flax-seed. 

Q.  What  would  that  be  in  comparison  to  the  debts  ? 

A.  Very  small. 

Q.  Whether  supposing  the  fishery  Stopped  ih  New  Eng- 
land, and  allowed  in  Nova  Scotia,  they  would  not  fiollbtr  the 
fisherv  in  Nova  Scotia  ? 

A.  I  don't  think  they  would. 

Q.  Whether 
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Qf  Whether  there  is  not  ^  con$tant  exjport  cf  ^ovi^ipns 
from  New  England  to  the  West.  Indies  ? 

-A.  There  is  from  ConneflJicut  and  the  Massachus^t's ;  they 
export  cattle  and  other  live"  stock. 

Q.  Whether  Indian  com  is  not  exported  to  the  West  In- 
dies*? 

A.  Don't  know  that  there  is  any. 

Q.  Is  not  provisions  carried  to  Newfoundland  i 

A.  They  supply  the  Newfoundland  fishery  considerably  v ith 
rice,  br^ad,  and  flour. 

Q.  Why  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguiese  of  Marbleheiad 
would  be  more  afraid  of  going  to  Halirax  than  Miquelon  and 
!5t.  Piprre  ? 

A.  1  don't  know  that  they  would. 

Q.  If  they  send  their  fish  to  Spanish  markets  this  year, 
would  they  hot  bring  back  the  proceeds  to  America,  and  not 
to  Great  Britain  ? 

A.  I  imagine  the  proceeds  of  the  fish  would  center  here  this 
year  as  usual. 

Withdrew. 

Called  in  again. 

Q.  Whether  the  Indian  corn  and  flour  exported  from  the 
Bay,  for  the  Newfoundland  fishery,  is  not  imported  from  Ca- 
roling, Pennsylvar^ia,  and  New  York  ? 

A.  It  is.  The  bread  and  corn  exported  to  Newfoundland 
fishery  is  not  one-eighth  part  of  the  corn  ^i>d  flour  imported 
from  Uie  southern  colonies. 

Q.  Is  not  part  oi  the  exports  to  Spain  the  manufafture  of 
New  England  i 

A.  No.' 

Q.  Does  he  know  whether  the  debt  due  to  the  merchants  of 
Great  Britain  is  regularly  paid  or  not  ? 

A.  They  have  been  paid  with  less  punftuality  for  the  four 
or  five  years  last  jpast  than  before. 

Q.  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? 

A-  Tq  their  having  imported  in  the  years  1770,  1771  ^nd 
1772,  more  goods  than  was  sufficient  for  their  market. 
.    Q.  l)o  the  n^erchants  of  England  still  continue  to  trust  the 
Americans? 

A.  I  know  of  AQ  in?,taj3ice  of  their  having  refused  to  give 
them  credit. 

Q.  Whether  this  bill  will  enable  the.  merchants  to  pay  their 
debts  better? 

A^  CertaJnly  not.  The  alteration  wili  be  quite  the  reverse^ 
and  will  cut  off*  the  source  of  payment. 

T  3  ^  §•  ^^^ 
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Q.  Docs  Tic  understand  the  state  of  the  French  fishery  on 
Newfoundland  ? 

A.  Not  particularly;  but  haveJeamt  from  our  fishermeQi 
that  they  have  of  late  encreascd  it, 

Q.  If  the  fishery  from  New  England  was  stopped,  would  not 
the  French  have  a  part  of  it  ? 

A§  Suppose  they  might. 

Q.  Is  he  acquainted  with  the  method  of  the  French  fishery  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  the  French  fish  for  themselves,  or  buy  it  of  the  JJcw 
Englapd  fishermen  ?  '  ' 

A.  I  never  heard  of  their  buying  any. 

Q.  Can  the  French  cure  the  fish  as  well  as  the  New  Eng* 
land  men  ? 

A.  I  don't  imagine  they  can  ^  for  the  same  reason,  that  the 
Jlewfoundland  fish  is  not  so  well  cured,  the  climate  being 
more  subject  to  fogs. 

Q.  Whether,  if  the  provinces  are  restrained  from  fishing, 
their  nets  would  not  rot,  and  materials  become  imservice^le  ? 

A.  They  certainly  would,  very  soon. 

Q.  Whether,  if  this  bill  takes  place,  the  provinces  would  be 
in  distress  for  want  of  provisions  ? 

A.  I  imagine  they  will. 

Q.  Whether  the  people  of  Nantucket,  who  follow  the  whale 
fishery,  will  not  be  ruined  by  \xs  being  stopped  ? 

A.  They  must  be  entirely  ruined. 

Q.  Could  the  people  of  Great  Britain  cure  the  fish  as  well 
as  the  New  England  men  ? 

A.  They  may  as  dry,  but  the  quality  of  the  fish  will  be  in- 
ferior. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  coast  fishery,  for  the  supply  of  fresh  fish  ? 

A.  A  vast  deal ;  in  the  sea-ports  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  quar- 
ter of  the  .people  live  on  fresh  fish. 

Q.  Does  it  extend  to  the  four  provinces  ? 

A.  Not  in  the  same  degree. 

Q.  What  would  become  of  those  articles,  pot  ash,  &c.  tf 
not  exported  ? 

A.  I  suppose  the  manufafturc  of  pot  and  pearl  ash  would 
cease  till  the  trade  opened  again. 

Q.  Whether  the  non-exportation  agreement  would  not  afr 
faSt  tlie  merchants  here  as  much  as  th^  bill  ? 

A.  I  believe  not  5  those  articles  being  not  above  three  twen- 
tieths of  the  whole. 

Q.  Does  he  know  any  thing  of  the  sale  of  the  fish  in  the 
Spanish  ports,  and  of  the  consumption  inland  f 

A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Whether  the  New  England  &h  is  sent  as  far  inland  as 
the  Newfoundland  fish. 

A.  The  early  spring  fish  from  New  England  is  sent  fiirther, 
it  being  much  tougher  ;  and,  for  this  quaHtyj  a  much  greater 
price  is  giviai  than  for  the  Newfoundland  fish. 

Q.  Do  you  know  this  to  be  faft  ? 

A.  I  do, 

Q.  Whether  fish  cured  in  Newfoundland  is  carried  to 
Portugal,  and  thence  to  the  Brazils  ? 

A.  Can't  say. 

Q.  Whether  the  non-importation  agreement  will  not  pre- 
vent their  sending  the  fish  to  the  West  India  islands  ? 

•  A.  Apprehend  not. 
Withdrew. 

Mr.  John  Lane,     He  is  a  New  England  merchant. 

Q.  What  sum  of  money  is  due  to  London  only  from  the 
four  provinces  in  New  England  ? 

A.  I  believe  there  may  be  near  a  million  of  money  due. 

Q.  Whether  remittances  made  from  those  provinces  for 
the  last  twelve  months  have  not  been  as  good  as  heretofore  ? 

•  A.  I  found  no  great  difference. 

Q.  Whether  in  case  no  interruption  is  given  to  the  trade  to 
^  New  England,  that  his  house  will  not  as  freely  give  credit  to 
their  correspondents  there  as  heretofore  ? 

A.  Certainly  I  should  trust  them  as  usual,  if  there  was  no 
interruption  in  the  trade.         * 

Q.  How  are  the  remittances  usually  made  ? 

A.  In  oil,  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  whale  fins,  and  from  returns 
for  the  cod  fishery  fron^  Portugal  and  Spain.  ? 

Q.  Whether  the  returns  are  not  chiefly  made  from  the 
fishery  ? 

A.  I  take  the  cod  fishery  to  be  one  third  or  near  one  half. 

Q.  To  what  sums  have  those  returns  amounted  in  a  year  ?   • 

A.  The  cod  fishery  is  about  220,000  or  230,000!.  and  that 

is  half  nearly  of  the  remittances ;  the  other  articles  are  as  foU 

•  low  :~.~From  New  England  from  May  1772  to  May  1773,  in 

oil  near  ioo,oool.  in  pot  and  pearl  ash  near  40,000!.  fiirs 

7500I.  whale  fins  5000!.  lumber  3500I, 

This  is  to  the  port  of  London  only. 

The  whole  amount  is  al>out  155,000!. 

From  May  1773  to  May  1774,  the  quantity  and  value  was 
encreased ;  oil  1 14,640!.  pot  and  pearl  ash  35,800!.  furs  9300I. 
whale  skins  35 ool.  lumber  2500!. 

Q.  What  sum  does  he  think  might  be  returned  in  these 
articles  in  that  year  ? 

•   '  T4  A.  lappfe* 
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A.  I  apprthcnd  about  42O1OO0L 

Q.  How  long  has  the  debt  of  i,ooo,oooL  beem  acoiung  ?* 

A.  It  ifl  verjr  difficult  to  say  i  but  I  suppose  a  debt  to  sach 
an  amount  might  accrue  m  less  than  three  years. 

Q.  Is  not  interest  paid  after  the  year's  credit  e^ircs  i 

A.  Yes. 

Q,  Is  it  pundhially  paid  ? 

A.  Our  intei^est  is  paid  00  a  running  account ;  and  if  we 
are  ever  paid,  we  are  paid  interest  as  well  as  principal. 

Q.  Can  a  constant  losing  trade  be  carried  on  ? 

A.  We  have  otlier  resources  in  this  trade ;  namely  in  the 
ships  built  purposely  for  sale,  with  their  freights  from  the 
West  Indies  5  besides  bills  of  exchange  in  return  for  lumber  | 
but  the  lumber  is  to  no  great  amount. 

Q.  Does  this  trade  yield  a  profit  ? 

A.  It  certainly  does. 
^  Q.  Whether  the  interest  on  the  principal  is  not  included  ii| 
the  remittances  ? 

A.  It  certainly  is. 

Q.  How  long  has  the  debt  of  one  million  been  accniii]^  ? 

y.  It  is  impossible  to  answer  that  question  j  believe  I  can 
oifly  speak  with  resped  to  myself;  we  never  tell  one  another 
how  long  our  debts  have  been  due. 

Q.  Whether  you  give  more  than  one  year*s  credit  ? 

A.  Never ;  but  we  think  ourselves  well  paid  if  we  receive 
our  money  in  two  years,  and  then  expedl  interest  oa  our  prin- 
cipal. 

Q.  Whether  the  merchants  of  New  England  must  not  be 
ruined  and  become  incapable  of  paying  their  debts  if  this  bill 
should  pass  ? 

A.  Yes,  if  it  is  carried  into  a  law  and  remain  so. 

Q.  Whether  the  nine-tenths  of  all  the  remittances  are  not 
conveyed  by  means  of  the  fislieries  ? 

A.  I  have  made  no  calculation  of  it,  but  believe  it  is  not 
much  ^hort  of  it. 

Q.  You  said  that  the  amount  of  the  fisheries  came  to  about 
22o,oool.  in  one  year  ? 

A.  I  mean  only  the  cod  fishery,  and  not  the  whale  fishery ; 
and  both  fisheries  together  are  almost  our  whole  dependtsoce. 

Q.  Whether  this  million  debt  has  not  accifued  within  these 
s«  months  ? 

A.  I  can't  tell  how  to  answer  that  question  ;  we  have  ex- 
ported goods  as  usual  for  the  five  or  fix  months  preceding  tl^e 
non-importation  agreement. 

Q.  Whether  considerable  fortunes  havt  not  been  made  in 
this  trade  ? 
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A*  I  dcm't  recoiled  any  great  fortunes  made;  that  is^  I 
don't  remember  any  persoh  retiring  from  thi$  trade  on  hav* 
ing  made  an  easy  fortune  by  it. 

Q*  Are  there  more  failures  in  that  trade  than  in  any  other? 

A.  I  think  not ;  the  trade  is  confined  in  a  few  hands;  I 
recoUeft  only  one  house  having  stopped  payment. 

Q.  Is  it  now  in  fewet*  hands  than  formerly  it  was  ? 

A.  By  the  failure  of  that  house  it  is  lessened,  but  not  more 
than  that  one. 
.   Q.  Have  not  many  withdrawn  themselves  from  this  trade  ? 

A.  Some  have  considerably. 

Q.  Where? 

A..  At  Bristol. 

Q.  Why  have  they  done  so  ? 

A.  I  can  give  no  particular  account  why ;  the  Bristol  people 
used  to  complain  of  want  of  remittances. 
.  Q.  Would  a  merchant  withdraw  himself  from  a  gaining 
trade  ? 

A.  Certainly  not. 

Q.  Whether  quick  returns,  on  small  profits,  are  not  the 
life  of  trade  ? 

A.  It  certainly  is ;  biit  we  have  not  had  such  good  fortune 
with  America :  i)ut  quick  returns  can't  be  had,  in  ^he  nature 
of  things,  from  Massachuset's  Bay. 

Q.  Whether  the  trade  to  New  England  has  been  encreas- 
ing,  or  decreasing  ?  * 
'     A.  Increasing  for  several  years. 

Q.  Can  a  trade  encrease  without  adequate  payments  ? 

A,  The  payments  are  adequate,  though  they  come  slowly. 

Q.  Whether  trade  in  a  few  hands  is  as  beneficial  as  when 
it  is  in  more  hands  ? 

A.  Don't  know  how  to  answer  this  questioh. 

Q.  Whether  he  is  acquainted  with  Mr,  Reeve  of  Bristc^  ^ 

A.  Yes  ;  he  was  a  North  American  merchant,  and  carried 
on  as  large  a  trade  as  a!ny  house  in  London. 

Q.  Was  he  not  ruined  by  the  American  trade  ? 

A.  He  had  many  bad  debts,  and  therefore  could  not  satis^: 
the  demands  on  him. 

Q.  Has  he  not  heard  that  his  misfortunes  proceeded  from 
otlier  causes  ? 

Ak  Has  heard  so. 

Q.  Whether  the  merdaant  who  gives  impmper  ^redk  must 
not  be  ruined  by  that^  tradp  in  which  he  gii^es  such  cre<£t  i 

A.  This  is  the  case  in  every  trade  in  the  world. 

Q.  If  the  resolutions  of  the  congress  ^onld  be  adhered  tQ» 

'  wiU 
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will  it  not  equally  affect  the  remittances  to  the  merchants  of  . 
Great  [Britain  as  this  bill  ? 

A.  I  don't  thinly  so. 

Q^  Whether  the  merchants  do  not  carry  on  basiness,  as 
carrMQS,  profitably,  though  the  parties  to  the  tracle  are  losers 
by  it? 

A.  This  question,  as  to  the  New  England  trade,  is  hmna- 
terial,  as  the  ships  in  the  trade  belong  generally  to  the  Ame- 
ricans.-    , 

Q^  What  is  the  annual  value  of  the  exports  from  Great 
Britain  to  New  England  ? 

A.  About  440  or  450,0001. 

Q^  In  what  manner  then  is  the  million  of  debt  to  be  paid 
off  in  two  years. 

A.  I  said  it  might  be  done  In  two  or  three  years,  taking  in 
all  our  resources. 

Q^  Whether  he  apprehends,  that  in  any  trade-where  credit 
is  given,  the  whole  of  the  debt  can  be  paid  at  any  one  time  ? 

A.  i  don't  well  understand  this  question  )  I  xather  think  it 
may  be  done,  but  it  is  not  usual. 

Withdrew. 

Mr.  Seth  Jenkins •  He  comes  from  the  island  of  Nantucket ; 
there  are  between  5  and  6000  inhabitants  there,  men  and  boys, 
employed  in  the  whale  fishery  5  they  have  no  other  efnploy- 
ment  there.  About  20  families  can  be  maintained  from  the  pro- 
duce of  the  island,  which  is  fifteen  miles  long  and  three  Inroads 
There  is  only  one  harbour  there,  and  140  vessels  belong  to  it, 
132  of  which  are  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  biutben 
from  50  to  1 50  tons.  They  belong  chiefly  to  the  people  call- 
ed Quakers;  nine-tenths  of  the  people  on  the  island  are 
Quakers.  They  sail  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  for  the  whale 
fisRery^;  they  fish  on  all  parts  of  the  coast  of  America^  some- 
times on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  the  coast  of  the-Brazils,*  and 
even  as  far  as  the  Falkland  Islands.  The  longest  time  of  a 
voyage  is  twelve  months  \  some  make  two  or  three  trips  in  a 
vear :  I  mean  those  that  fish  on  the  coast  of  America.  The 
island  is  supplied  with  corn  and  other  provisions  for  their 
support,  from  Virginia,  Carolina,  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and  Conne^cut  \  four  sail  go  in  a  year  to  North  Carolina 
for  provisions  and  naval  stores  \  two  or  three  in  the  constant 
trade  to  New  York,  and  two  in  the  constant  trade  to  Phila- 
delphia. They  bring  back  ship-bread  and  flour.  The  people 
of  this  island  receive  all  their  manufactures  from  Great  Bri* 
tain,  chiefly,  from  London,  and  pay  for  them' by  remittances  in 
oil.  The  whole  number  of  the  whale  fishery  ships  from  North 

7  America 
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America  is  309 :  they  come  48  of  them  from  Boston  Bay, 
3  from  Falmouth»  6  n-om  Martha's  Vineyard,  55  from  Dart- 
mouth, 45  from  Rhode  Island  and  Providence,  1 2  from  New 
York,  3  from  Connecticut,  132  from  Nantucket. 

Q^  In  case  this  bill  should  pass,  and  the  trade  was  restrain- 
ed, and  fishery  prevented,  what  would  the  inhabitants  of  Nan- 
tucket do  ? 

A.  I  think  these  people  would  be  induced  to  stay  at  home, 
in  hopes  that  so  severe  a  law  would  soon  be  repealed. 

Q.  When  they  could  no  longer  subsist  on  the  island,^  what 
fhen  would  they  do  ? 

A.  They  must  emigrate  to  the  continent,  and  settle  there 
in  the  best  manner  they  could. 

Q.  Would  they  go  to  Halifax,  and  settle  there  ? 

AT  No. 

Q^  Why  do  you  think  so  ? 

A.  Because  it  is  a  military  government,  and  the  spil  of  the 
country  is  very  bad  j  and  there  is  nothing  to  induce  them  to 
go  there. 

Q^  Whether  you  have  known  any  vessels  go  from  England 
to  the  coast  of  Africa  to  fish  fpr  whales  ? 

A.  Yes,  two  or  three ;  but  they  caught  no  fish.  I  fancy  it 
was  because  they  did  not  know  how.  It  requires  a  long  ex- 
perience, the  spermaceti  whale  fishery  especially. 

Q^  If  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  are  obliged  to  emigrate 
to  the  continent,  and  settle  there^*  whether  the  fishermen 
would  return  to  the  island  again  ?  . 

A.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  tell. 
)     Q.  Whether  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  don't  depend, 
_for  tiieir  subsistence,  on  the  fish  they  catch  on  the  coast  ? 

A.  Not  so  much  as  on  those  they  catch  abroad ;  some  from 
towns  of  the  provinces  do,  but  not  in  general. 

Q.  How  long  (:ould  they  subsist  without  the  fishery  ? 
A.  Perhaps  thre^  months. 
Withdrew. 

Mr.  David  Barclay,  1  will  now,  with  the  indulgence  of 
this  honourable  committee,  take  the  liberty  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  the  evidence  which  has  been  given,  trusting,  that 
should  1  make  any  improper  observations,  I  shall  stand  ex- 
cusedj  by  being  in  a  situation  in  ^l^ich  I  am  entirely  unac- 
customed. By  the  evidence  of  Stephen  Higginson  and  Capt. 
Jenkins,  I  think  it  was  fiiUy  proved,  that  by  the  operatioti  of 
this  bill,  should  it  pass  into  a  law,  the  inhabitants  of  some  of 
the  provinces  may  probably,  by  the  clause  which  is  to  restrain 
their  trade,  be  reduced  to  famine ;  and  that  by  the  deprivation 
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of  their  fisheries,  that  cdamity  will  not  only  be  encrea$edl» 
but  9  great  number  of  innocent  subjects  undergo  a  punislw 
ment  which  they  do  not  deserve,  as  by  their  occupation,  the 
majority  of  thqn  are  the  most  part  of  the  year  at  sea,  and  coiv- 
scquently  must  have  been  abseni;  from  disturbances  at  home. 

That  by  the  evidence  of  Captain  Jenkins,  the  inhabitams 
of  the  Island  of  Nantucket  will  in  a  greater  degree  be  afiected 
by  the  bvrcnness  of  their  soil ;  and  they  are  the  more  \o  be 
commiserated,  because,  had  that  island  remained  within  the 
district  of  the  province  of  New  York,  as  it  was  originally,  they 
would  not  have  been  included  in  this  bill,  it  being  but  about 
sixty  years  since  the  island  of  Nantucket  was  made  a  part  of  the 
province  of  the  Massachuset's  Bay,  a  circumstance  that  doubt- 
less many  of  this  honourable  committee  know :  to  which  may 
be  added,  tliat  as  the  inhabitants  are  peaceable  and  industrious, 
and  by  the  principles  of  the  majority,  and  the  occupation  of 
all,  they  are  innocent  subjects,  it  appears  extremely  hard  that 
they  should  be  included  in  this  severe  punishment.   When  I. 
say  principles,  I  don't  mean  to  be  understood,  that  the  people 
called  Quakers  have  not  the  same  regard  for  civil  and  religious 
liberty  as  their  fellow  subjects,  but  that  their  principles  lead 
them  to  suffer  oppression  more  patiently  than  others,  and  not 
without  a  hope  that  their  superiors,  by  proper  and  respedliiil 
remonstrances,  may  give  them  relief,  for  resistance  they  can-? 
not  adopt.  % 

By  the  evidencee  of  both,  it  appears,  how  unfavourable  arc 
their  ideas  of  the  government  and  country  of  Halifax  ;  how 
certain  it  is  that  these  seafaring  people  will  be  constrained  to 
emigrate  elsewhere  for  subsistence,  and  how  probable  that  some 
of  them  may  go  to  the  French. 

By  die  evidenc  of  Brooke  Watson,  it  appears  how  extensive 
the  fisheries  were  in  1 764,  and  by  Higginson  and  Jenkins, 
how  very  much  they  are  since  encrease4. 

By  the  evidence  of  John  Lane,  the  large  debt  due  &om  the 

Covinces  of  New  England  5  and  that  if  the  fisheries  should 
stopped,  how  little  is  to  be  expedVed  from  their  other  means 
of  remittances  when  compared  to  the  demands  on  them^  finqia 
this  country. 

By  Watson,  Higginson,  and  Jenkins,  the  imprafticability  of 
carrying  on  these  fisheries  to  an  equal  extent  and  advant^e 
from  Great  Britain ;  and  how  dangerous  it  will  be  to  divert 
out  of  its  usual  channel,  a  certain  trade,  the  advaiitages  of 
which  center  in  this  kingdom. 

From  all  these  combined  circumstances,  I  am  led  to  believey 
that  this  honourable  committee  will  see  the  impropriety  of 

passing 
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passing  the  fishery  bill  into  a  law;  and  I  trust  will  be  coi». 
Vinced  that  the  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of  London 
do  not  ttbuble  this  House  >'ith  petitionsy  but  when  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case  absolutely  requires  it,  and  that  their  anxiety 
to  be  heard  at  this  bar,  before  measures  are  Adopted,  I  say, 
before  measures  are  adopted,  proceeds  from  the  behef,  that 
they  have  it  in  their  power,  to  give  such  information  as  may 
enable  the  honoiiriible  House^  consistent  with ,  its  wisdom,  its 
justice,  and  its  dignity,  to  adopt  measures  the  most  advaiv- 
tageous  to  the  landed  and  commercial  interest  of  the  wbok; 
British  Empire. 

March.  1. 

'  Committee  vi-ent  through  the  bill  and  ordered  to  be  re* 
ported  on  the  6th. 

Ordered  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Lister  be  examined  on  the  rc» 
port  touching  the  petition  from  Poole. 

Adjourned  to  March  3. 

'  March  3. 

Lord  North  presented  to  the  House,  by  his  Majesty'^  con^ 
coLand,  the  following  papers : 

E^ctraB  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Franklin  to  the  Earl  (f 
Dartmouth,  rf/i/^rfPerth*amboy,  February  ist,  1775. 

^Received  February  28.] 

THE  general  assembly  of  this  province  are  now  sitting,  he- 
'ing  convened  on  the  i  ith  of  last  month,  in  order  to  transaft 
the  public  business. 

.  At  the  opening  of  the  session,  I  had  some  hopes  of  prevail- 
itig  on  the  house  of  representatives  not  to  approve  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  general  congress  held  at  JPhilaielpfaia,  kr 
"which  purpose  a  paragraph  ot  my  speech  was  particulai-ly  cal- 
iculated.  But  the  delegates  from  this  province  took  the  alarm, 
and  used  their  utmost  endeavours  with  the^  members,  to 'per- 
suade them  to  give  their  approbation  to  those  proceedings,  as 
otherwise  ohe  grand  end  the  congress  had  in  view  would  be 
entirely  frustrated,  namely,  the  preserving  an  appearance  of 
imanimity  throughout  the  colonies,  without  which,  they  said, 
thefr  measures  could  not  have  that  weight  and  efficacy  with 
'theigOveminent  and  people  of  Great  Britain  as  was  intended. 

The  scheme,  however,  met  with  some  opposition  in  the 
house,  every  member  proposing  to  defer  the  consideration  of 
it  to  a  future  time,  or  to  give  their  approbation  to  only  some 
"Jwrts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  congress;  but  by 'the  artful 
inanagement  of  these  who  espoused  the  measure,  it  was  carried 

through 
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through  precipitately  the  very  morning  it  was  jroposedf  as 
your  lordship  will  see  by  a  copy  of  their  resolutions  now  in- 
dosed,  which  were  all  previously  prepared  for  the  pulrpose. 

Copy  of  the  Resolves  of  the  Assembly  of  View  Jersey,  and  of  their 

Aadress  to  the  Government. 

House  of  Assembly^  January  25,  1775-' 

MR.  BRANE  and  Mr.  Kensey  laid  bdfore  the  House  the 
proceedings  of  the  continental  congress  held  at  Philaddphia 
in  September  last,  which  were  read. 

On  the  question  whether  the  house  approve  of  the  said  pro- 
ceedings, it  passed  in  the  aflirmative. 

Resolved,  That  this  house  do  unanimously  approve  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  congresl. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  James  Kensey,  Stephen  Cran^ 
William  Livingston,  John  De-Hart  and  Richard  Smith, 
Esqrs.  (or  any  three  of  them)  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed to  attend  the  continental  congress  of  the  colonies, 
intended  to  be  held  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia  in  Majr  next, 
.or  at  any  other  time  and  place ;  and  that  they  report  their 
proceedings  to  the  next  sessions  of  general  assembly,  instrufUng 
the  said  delegates  to  propose  and  agree  to  every  reasonable 
and  constitutional  measure,  for  the  accommodaticMi  of  the  un- 
happy differences  at  present  subsisting  between  our  mother 
country  and  the  colonies,  which  the  House  most  ardently  wish 
for. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Speaker  do  transmit  a  copy  of  the  fore- 
going resolutions  to  the  Speakers  of  the  assexnbHes  of  New 
X  ort  and  Pennsylvania. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  be 

fivcn  to  James  Kensey,  Stephen  Crane,  William  Livingston^ 
ohn  De^Hart,  and  Richard  Smith,  Esqrs.  for  their  faithfol 
and  judicious  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them  at  the 
last 'continental  congress. 

To  his  Excellency  William  Franklin,  Esq.  Captain  General^ 
Governor,  and  Commander  in  Chief,  in  and  over  the  Co- 
lony of  New  Jersey  and  territories  thereon  depending  in 
America,  Chancellor  and  Vice  Admiral  in  the  same,  &c 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Representatives  of  said  Colony 

in  General  Assemblv  convened. 

May  it  please  ydiir  Excellency  ^ 
WE  his  Majesty's  loyal  and  dutiful  subjefts,  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  colony  of  New  Jersey,  in  general  assemUy  con- 

venedy 
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vened,  have  taken  into  our  conskleratioQ  your  excellency's 
speech  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session. 

We  should  have  been  glad,  that  your  excellency's  inclina- 
tions to  havg^given  us  as  early  an  opportunity  of  transa^ng 
the  public  Dusiness  as  was  consistent  with  our  conveniency^ 
had  terminated  in  a  manner  more  agreeable  to  your  design, 
and  more  favourable  to  us,  than  it  really  has  done  on  the 
present  occasion.  If  the  petitions  which  we  understand  have 
been  presented  to  you  for  that  purpose  had  been  granted,  we 
should  have  had  a  meeting  more  convenient  to  us.  tlian  the 
.present,  and  that  meeting,  perhapsf,  would  have  prevented 
some  of  those  "  alarming  transaftions"  which  your  excel- 
lency's apprehension  of  yx)ur  duty  leads  you  to  mention  to  us, 
as  having  happened  in  this  colony-  We  thank  you  for  your 
intention  to  oblige  us,  but  that  it  may  not  be  so  entirely  frus- 
trated infuture,  permit  us  to  inform  you  it  will  .be  much  the 
most  agreeable  to  us,  that  the  meeting  of  the  house,  to  do  the 
public  business,  should  not  be  postponed  to  a  time  later  than 
when  the  bill  for  the  support  of  government  expires. 
,  We  are  sorry  to  hear,  that  in  your  excellency's  opinion 
there  has  been  of  late  any  "  alarming  transaftions"  in  this 
and  the  neighbouring  colonies,  our  consent  to  and  approba- 
tion of  which  may  lead  the  good  people  we  represent  into 
**  anarchy,  misery,  and  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war."  It  is 
true,  you  are  pleased  to  tell  us,  that  this  destruAive  mode  of 
proceeding  has  been  adopted  but  in  part  by  some  of  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  this  colony.  We  assure  you  that  we  neither  have, 
nor  do  intend,  to  give  our  approbation  to  the  measures  destruc- 
tive to  the  welfare  of  our  constitution,  and  in  which  we  shall 
be  equally  involved  with  them :  their  interests  and  our  own 
w^  look  upon  as  inseparable.  No  arguments  are  necessary  to 
prevail  on  us  to  endeavour  to  prevent  such  impending  calami- 
ties; and  if  we  should  at  any  time  mistake  our  duty  so  much, 
we  hope  your  regard  to  the  people  will  induce  you  to  exert 
the  prerogative,  and  thereby  give  them  the  choice  of  other 
representatives,  who  may  aft  with  more  prudence.  The  un- 
certainty however,  to  what  "  alarming  transaftions"  in  parti- 
cular you  refer,  renders  it  sufficient  for  us  to  assure  you  only, 
that  we  profess  ourselves  to  be  the  loyal  subjefts  of  the  King, 
from  whose  goodness  we  hoffe  to  be  relieved  from  the  present 
unhappy  situation;  that  we  will  do  all  in  our  power  to  preserve 
that  excellent  form  of  government  under  which  we  at  present 
live,  and  that  we  neither  intend  to  usurp  the  rights  of  others, 
nor  suffer  any,  vested  in  us  by  the  constitution,  to  be  wrested 
.out  of  our  hands  by  any  person  or  persons  wiuitsoever. 

We 
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We  sincerely  lament  the  tmhappy  differences  which  at  pre- 
sent subsist  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  We  shall 
heartily  rejoice  to  see  the  time  when  they  shall  subside  on 
principles  consistent  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  both, 
,. which  we  ardently  hope  is  not  far  off;  and  though  we  cannot 
conceive  how  the  separate  petition  of  one  colony  is  more 
likely  to  succeed  than  the  united  petitions  of  all,  yet,  in  order 
to  shew  our  desire  to  promote  so  good  a  purpose  by  every 
proper  means,  we  shall  make  use  of  the  mode  pointed  out  by 
your  excellency,  in  hopes  it  will  meet  with  that  attention 
which  you  are  pleased  to  assure  us  will  be  paid  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people^ 

We  have  already  resolved  to  support  his  Majesty's  govern- 
ment; and  we  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excellency,  that  though 
we  are  warmly  attached  to  that  liberty,  which  as  subjeAs  of 
our  august  monarch  we  apprehend  ourselves  to  be  justly  en- 
titled to,  and  firmly  resolved  to  preserve  it  by  every  constitu- 
tional means  in  our  power;  yet  we  shall  with  pleasure  lay  hold 
of  every  proper  occasion  to  manifest  that  loyalty  to  his  person, 
and  regard  to  the  constitution,  which  as  subjefts  and  freemen 
can  be  reasonably  expefted  from  us. 

By  order  of  the  House ^ 

House  of  Assembly^  CORTLAND  SKINNER, 

Feb*  1st,  1775.  Speaker, 

ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  Deputy  Governor  Penn  to  the  Earlrf 
Dartmouth,  dated  Philadelj^ia,  the  joth  ^January,  1775^ 

NO  public  occurrences  of  any  consequence  have  lately  hap- 
pened within  this  government,  except  that  a  convention  of 
deputies  firbm  most  of  the  counties  of  this  province  was  hBd 
in  this  city  last  week,  in  order  to  consult  on  the  most  efie&ual 
Bieasures  for  carrying  into  execution  the  association  of  the 
continental  congress.  They  have  just  published  an  account 
of  their  proceedings,  and  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of 
them  for  your  lordship's  particidar  information. 


0»ff 
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^Copy  of  Proceedingt  of  a  'Provincial  GoHvention  held  at  FhH 

ladelphia* 

At  a  provindaj  convention  for  the  province  of  Pennsylvania, 
held  at  Philad<^hia»  January  23,  1775,  and  continued  hy 
adjournments  from  day  to  day  to  the  28th. 

PRESENT, 
For  the  (iity  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia^ 


John  Dickinson,  Eisq. 
Thomas  Miffew,  Esq. 
Charles  Thomson,  Esq. 
John  Cadwallader,  Esq. 
George  Clymer,  Esq. 
Joseph  Read,  Esq. 
Samuel  Meredith, 
William  Rush, 
James  Mease, 
John  Nixdn, 
John  Cox, 
John  Bayard, 
Christopher  Ludwig, 
Tliomas  Barclay, 
Richard  Bache, 
Jonn  Benezet, 
Jacob  Rush, 
William  Bradford, 
Elias  Boys, 
James  RohimoA, 
M^uel  Eyre, 
Owen  Biddle, 
Thomas.  Cuthbert,  seih 
William  Jackson, 
Isaac  Melcher, 
Joseph  Coppekhwaite, 
Joseph  Dean, 


William  HeyshaCoti, 
J&txies  Miligan^ 
John  Wilcox, 
Sharp  Delany^ 
Francis  Gufney, 
John  Puir^riance, 
Geo.  Schlosser, 
Jonathan  B.  Smith, 
Francis  Wade, 
Lambert  Cadiirallader^ 
Reynold  Sheen, 
Samuel  Penrose, 
Isaac  Coates, 
William  Coates, 
Blaithwait  Jones, 
Thomas  Pryor,  * 
Samuel  Masisey, 
Robert  Towers, 
Henry  Jones, 
ifosef)h  Wetherill, 
Robert  Knox, 
Francis  Hassenclevef, 
James  Ash, 
Benjamin  Loxley, 
William  Robinson^ 
Riclcf^t  Alberson, 
James  Irvine^ 


Benjamin  Harbes^n, 

Philadelphia  County. 


Geci'ge  Gray,  Esq. 
John  Bull,  Esq. 
iSamud  Ashmead,  Esq* 
Samuel  Ervine,  Esq. 
John  Roberts, 
Benjamin  Jacobs^ 

Vol.  I. 


John  Moore,  Esq. 
Samuel  Miles,  £sq% 
Edward  Milnor, 
Jacob  Laughlan, 
Thomas  Ashton, 
Mekhior  Waggener. 


Ch^^tet 
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Chester  County. 
Anthwoy  Wayne,  Est}*  Lewis  DaTis, 

Hugh  Lloyd,  William  Montgomery, 

Richard  Thomas,      _  Joseph  Musgraye, 

Francis  Johnson,  Esq.  Joshua  Evans,  •  . 

Samuel  Fairlamb,  Persifer  Frazer. 

Lancaster  County^    *  .  ■    ' 
Adam  Simon  Euhn,  Esq.         Sjcsbastian  Graa^ 
James  Climaon^  £s<i.  David  Jej^kias,  .. 

Peter  Gruble,  Bartram  Galbraith-r 

Toj^,Coimty- 
Joseph  Smith,  Eso.  John  H^y, 

Thomas  Hartley,  £sq*  George  Irvia, 

jfo^eph  Donaldaorb  Michael  Smysqr^. 

George  Eichdbs^rgcr, 

Cumberland  Coimty. 
James  Wilson,  Escj*  Robert  Magaw. 

Bei^  County. 
Edward  Bid(He,  Esq*  Jonathan  Potts,  Esq. 

Christopher  Schutz,  Mark  Bird,  Esq. 

John  Patten,  Esq.  Sebastian  Leven.        . 

Baltzar  Gehr,  Esq, 

Northampton  County. 
George  Taylor,  Esqr  Peter  Kuchlaitt, 

John  Oakley,  Jacob  Arndt,  Esq.  ' 

Northumberland  County. 
William  Plunckett,  Esq.  Casper  Weitpell,  Esq. 

The  chairman  of  the  Philadelphia  committee  opened  the 
convention  by  explaining  thje  motives  which  induced  said 
committee  to  propose  holding  this  convention. 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq.  was  chosen  president  of  this,  convention. 

Messrs.  Jonathan,  B.  Smith,  John  Benezet^  and  Francis 
Johnson,  Esq.  were  chosen  secretaries.  .     . 

On  motion,  resolved  unanimously,  that  the  committee  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  each  county  committee,  shall  have  oik 
vote  in  determining  every  question  that  may  come  before  this 
convention. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  this  convention  most  heartily 
approve  of  the  conduft  and  proceedings  of  the  continental  con- 
gress ;  fhat  we  will  faithfully  endeavour  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion the  measures  of  the  association  entered  into  and  recom- 
mended by  them  5  and  that  the  members^  of  that  very  reput- 
able body  merit  our  warmest,  thanks,  by  their  great  and  disr 
interested  labours  for  the  preservation  ofthe^rig^ts  and  libera 
lies  of  the  British  colonies.       r 


«i  . 
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On  motion,  resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be,'and  it  is  hereby 
Recommended  to  the  several  members  of  this  convention  to 
promote  and  encourage  instruftions  or  advice  from  the  several 
cptmties,  to  their  representatives  in  general  assembly,  to  pro-* 
cure  a  law  prohibiting  the  future  importation  of  slaves  into 
this  province. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  in  case  the  trade  of  this  city 
and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  shall  be  suspended  in  consequence 
of  the  present  struggle,  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  contention 
that  the  several  counties  sht)uld,  and  that  the  members  of  this 
convention  will,  exert  themselves  to  afford  all  the  necessary 
relief  and  assistance  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city,  and 
Ubertrcs,  who  will  be  more  immediately  affefted  by  such  ail 
event. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  if  any  opposition  shall  be  given 
to  any  of  the  cdmmitteei^of  this  province  in  carrying  the  as- 
sociation of  the  continental  congress  into  executioi\,  the  corii-^ 
mittees  of  the  other  counties j  in  order  to  preserve  the  said 
association  inviolate,  wil^  give  all  the  weight  and  assistance  ih 
their  power  to  the  committee  which  shall  meet  with  such  op* 
position. 

Resohrcd  unanimously.  That  it  is  the  most  earrieit  wish  and 
desire  of  this  convention,  to  see  harmony  restored  between 
f^reat  Britain  arid  the  colonies ;  that  we  will  exert  6ur  utmost 
endeavours  for  the  attainment  of  that  most  desireable  objeft* 
That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  body,  that  the  comrtiercial  oppo- 
sition pointed  out  by  the  continental  congress,  if  faithfully  ad'^ 
hered  to,  will  be  the  means  of  Rescuing  this  unhappy  country 
from  the  evils  meditated  against  it.  But  if  tlie  humble  and 
loyal  petition  of  said  congress  to  his  most  gracious  Majesty 
should  be  disregarded,  and  the  British  administration,  instead 
of  redressing  our  grievances,  should  determine  by  force  to  efi^ft 
a  submission  to  the  late  arbitrary  adls  of  the  British  Parliament, 
in  such  a  situation  we  hold  it  our  indispensable  duty  to  resist 
such  force,  and  at  every  hazard  to  defend  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties of  America. 

Whereas  it  has  been  judged  necessary  for  the  preservation 
of  our  just  rights  and  liberties,  to  lay  a  restraint  upon  our  im- 
portation ;  and  as  the  freedom,  happiness  and  prosperity  of  a 
state  greatly  depend  on  providing  within  itself  a  supply  of  ar- 
ticles necessary  for  subsistence,  clothing  and  defence,  a  regard 
for  our  country  as  well  as  coiiimOn  prudence,  call  upon  us 
to  encourage  agriculture,  manufadhu'es  and  oeconomy.  There- 
fore this  convention  do  resolve  as  follows : 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  frOm  and  aftei*  the  first  day  of 
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W^rch  next,  no  person  or  persons  should  use  in  his,  her,  or 
their  families,  unless  in  cases  of  necessity,  and  on  no  account 
6ell  to  the  butchers  or  kill  for  the  market,  any  sheep  under 
four  years  old  *,  and  where  there  is  a  necessity  for  using  any 
mutton  in  their  families,  it  is  recommended  to  them  to  kill 
such  as  are  the  least  profitable  to  keep. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  we  recommend  the  setting  up 
of  woollen  manufadhires  in  as  many  different  branches  as  pos- 
sible, especially  coating,  flannels,  blankets,  rugs  or  coverlets, 
hosiery  and  coarse  cloths  both  broad  and  narrow. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  we  recommend  the  raising  and 
manufafhiring  of  madder,  woad,  and  such  other  dye-stims  as 
may  be  raised  in  this  province  to  advantage,  and  are  absolutely 
necessary  in  the  woollen  manufaftories. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  each  person  having  proper 
lands  should  raise  a  quantity  of  flax  and  hemp,  suflicient  not 
only  for  the  use  of  his  own  family,  but  also  to  spare  to  others 
on  moderate  terms.  And  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  far- 
mers to  provide  themselves  early  with  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
^eed  for  the  proposed  increase  of  the  above  articles  of  hemp 
and  flax. 

Resolved  unanimously.  As  salt  ts  a  daily  and  sdmost  indi^ 
pensable  necessary  of  life,  and  the  making  it  among  ourselves 
must  be  esteemed  a  valuable  acquisition,  we  therefore  recom- 
mend the  making  of  it  In  the  manner  used  in  England  and 
other  countries,  and  are  of  opinion  it  may  be  done  with  suc- 
cess in  the  interior  parts  of  the  province,  where  there  are  saltr 
springs  as  well  as  on  the  sea  coasts. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  saltpetre  being  an  article  of 
great  use  and  consumption,  we  recommend  the  making  of  it, 
and   are   further  of  opinion  it  may  be  done  to  great  ad- 


vantage. 


Resolved  unanimously,  Tliat  the  necessity  we  may  be  under 
for  gxmpowder,  especiaUy  in  the  Indian  trade,  induces  us  to 
recommend  the  manufadhiring  that  article  as  largely  as  possi- 
ble, by  such  persons  who  are  or  may  be  owners  of  powder-mills 
in  this  province. 

^i  Resolved  unanimously.  That  we  recommend  the  manufaftur- 
ing  of  iron  into  iiails  and  wire,  and  all  other  articles  necessary 
for  carrying  on  our  manufafturers,  evidently  in  general  usei 
^nd  which  of  consequence,  should  our  unhappy  dirorences  con- 
tinue, will  be  in  great  demand. 

Resohed  unanimously.  That  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
making  of  steel  ought  to  be  largely  prosecuted,  as  the  tlemand 
for  this  article  will  be  great. 

Resohed 
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'  Resolved  unanimously,  That  we  recommend  the  makii^  of 
different  kinds  of  paper  now  in  use  amongst  us,  to  the  several 
manufaftories,  and  as  the  success  of  this  branch  depends  on  a 
supply  of  old  linen  and  woollen  rags,  request  the  people  of 
this  province  in  their  respeftive  houses,  may  order  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  be  taken  for  preserving  these  otherwise  useless 
articles. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  as  the  consumption  of  glass  is 
greater  than  the  glass-house  now  established  among  us  can 
supply,  we  recommend  the  setting  up  other  glass-houses,  and 
are  of  opinion  they  would  turn  out  to  the  advantage  of  the 
proprietors. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  whereas  woolcombs  and  cards 
have  for  some  time  bec^n  manufactured  in  some  of  the  neigh- 
bouring colonies,  and  are  absolutely  necessary  for  carrying  on 
the  hosiery  and  clothing  business,  we  do  recommend  the  estab- 
lishing su^h  a  manufactory  in  this  province. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  we  also  recommend  the  ma- 
nufacturing of  copper  into  sheets,  bottoms  and  kettles. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  we  recommend  the  erefting 
a  greater  number  of  fulling-mills,  and  mills  for  breaking, 
swingling,  and  softening  hemp  and  flax.  And  also  the  making 
of  grind-stones  in  this  country. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  as  the  brewing  of  large  quan- 
titites  of  malt  liquors  within  this  province  would  tend  to  ren- 
der the  consumption  of  foreign  liquors  less  necessary,  it  is 
therefore  recommended,  that  proper  attention  be  given  to  tho 
ctikivation  of  barley.  And  tnat  the  several  brewers,  both  in 
city  and  country,  do  encourage  it,  by  giving  a  reasonable  and 
sufficient  price  for  the  same. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  we  recommend  to  all  the  in- 
habitants of  this  province,  and  do  promise  for  ourselves  in 
particular,  to  use  our  own  manfaCtures,  and  those  of  the  other 
colonies,  in  preference  to  all  others. 

-  Resolved  unanimously.  That,  for  the  more  speedily  and  ef- 
fectually putting  these  resolves  into  execution,  we  do  earnestly 
recommend  societies  may  be  established  in  different  parts  ;  and . 
are  of  opinion,  that  premiums  ought  to  be  granted  in  the 
several  counties  to  persons  who  may  excel  in  the  several  bran- 
ches of  manufactory.  And  we  do  further  engage,  that  we  in 
pur  separate  committees  will  promote  them  to  the  upmost  of 
our  power. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  if  any  manufacturer,  or  vender 
of  ^oods  and  merchandizes  in  this  province,  shall  take  adyan* 
^age  of  the  necessities  of  tUs  country,  by  selling  his  goods  ov 
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merchandize  at  an  unusual  and  extravagant  profits  snch.  person 
sball  be  considered  ^  an  enemy  to  this  country,  and  be  ad-, 
vertised  as  sqch  by  the  committee  of  the  place  where  such  of- 
fender dwells. 

Resolved  unanimously^  That  we  recommmend  the  making 
of  tin  platesy  as  an  article  worthy  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  this  province. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That,  as  printing  types  are  nov 
made  to  a  considerable  degree  of  perfedlion  by  an  ingenious, 
artist  in  German-town,  it  is  recommended  to  the  printers  to 
use  such  types  in  preference  to  any  which  may  be  hereafter 
imported.   . 

On  motion,  resolved  unanimously,  That  the  committee  of 
correspondence  for  the  city  and  liberties  of  Philadelphia  be  a. 
standing  committee  of  correspondence,  for  the  several  counties 
here  represented  :  and  that  if  it  shoulc^  at  any  time  hereafter 
appear  to  the  committee  of  the  city  and  liberties,  that  the  si- 
tuation of  public  affairs  render  a  provincial  convention  neces- 
saryjj  that  the  said  committee  of  correspondence  do  give  the 
eaiiiest  notice  thereof  to  the  committees  of  the  several  comities. 

Ordered  that  the  proceedings  of  this  convention  be  sent  to 
the  press,  and  printed  in  English  and  German,  under  the  cU- 
re£tion  of  the  president,  and  Messrs.  Jonathan  B.  Smith*  and 
John  Benezet. 

A  true  Copy 

JONATHAN  B.  SMITH,  "1 

JOHN  BENEZET,  }  Secretaries, 

FRANCIS  JOHNSON,       J 

A  petition  of  the  merchants,  linen  drapers,  and  princnia! 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Waterford,  in  the  kingdom  of  fre- 
land,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read;  setting  forth, 
that  these  petitioners,  with  the  deepest  concern  for  the  un- 
happy differences  which  at  present  subsist  between  Great  Bri- 
tain and  her  American  colonies,  and  from  an  apprehension  of 
the  fatal  consequences  which  may  arise  from  thence,  beg  leave 
to  set  forth,  that,  as  their  export  trade  with  the  American  co- 
lonies consists  chiefly  in  the  exportation  of  the  linen  manufac- 
ture, and  that  of  white  and  brown  linens  only,  by  the  non-imr 
portation  agreement  they  are  deprived  of  this  the  only  valuable 
branch  of  export  they  are  permitted  to  carry  on  with  the  colo- 
nics, and  of  which  they  already  begin  to  feel  the  unhappy 
cffeftsj  and  that,  if  thq  linen  ipanufadhire  decays,  this  king- 
dom must  be  reduced  to  such  a  state,  as,  from  want  of  employ- 
ment at  home,  to  encrease  emigrations,  reduce  the  value  of 
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Izxidsj  ^nd  diminish  every  branch  of  the  p6br  rcri'ains  t)f  the 
tr^de  they  enjoy;  and  that  thie  chief' comittodifi^  Vhich  thev 
have  liberty  to  import  froih  America  into  this  fdhgdoih,  bcirigp 
flax-seed,  lumber,  wheat,  and  jSdnr,  should  the  non-imiporta- 
tion  take  place,  they  must  necessarily  be  deprived  of  flaX-se^d, 
to  raise  flax  to  carry  on  their  IJhen  mahtifefture,  of  staves  jRor 
casks  to  contain  their  beef,  poi-k,  and  butter,  for  the  supply  of 
Great  Britain,  his  Majesty's  navy,  and  the  WestJitdia  islairds; 
and  this  train  of  consequences,  so  ilestruftive  to  the  landtetj- 
property,  manufadtures,  and  commerce  of  this  kingdom,  afad 
which  of  course  must  occasion  a  very  sensible  dimihution  of 
his  Majesty's  revenues,  from  the  then  absolute  inability  of  the 
inhabitants,  forces  them  to  pray  the  House  ^onld  take  the 
premises  into  their  consideration ;  hoping  that  Soine  expedient 
may  be  found  out,  whereby  these  coniequences  may  be  pre-^ 
vented,  and  harmony  restored,  and  estaolished  upon  a  solid 
and  permanent  foundation.  .  " , 

Referred  to  the  same  committee  to  Whom  the  petition  frdin 
the  mertihants  of  London  was  referred. 

Adjourned  to  March  6.  ^. 

March  6, 

Mr.  BeHjamin  Lhter  called  in,  according  to  order,  Says^  he 
Is  a  merchant  trading  to  Newfoundland,  has  traded  thither  fbt 
thirty-eight  years. 

Q.  Can  the  foreign  markets  be  supplied,  if  the  ff ew  Eng^!'' 
hhdfishefy  Is  stopped  ? 

A.  They  certainly  may. . 

(^.  Wt'at'is  your  rea^oh  fbr  saisHng  so  ?  ^ 

A.  "Wfeeto  Extend  the  fisheries  to  any  degree,  having  mcftj^ 
money,  and  ships,  to  carry  it  on. 

Q.  "What  niiinber  of  ships  ave  now  employed  in  the  British 
Newfoundland  fishery  ? 

A.  About  400  sail,  burthen  about  36,000  tons;  upwards  pf 
^000  fishing  shallops,  burthen  20,000  tons  more. 

Q.  What  number  of  men  are  now  employed  in  that  trade  ? 

A.  About  20,000. 

(J.  What  number  of  those  return  yearly  to  Great  Britain 

ahd  Ireland  ? 

A;  About  12,000. 

Q.  What  number  of  green  men  are  taken  out  yearly  ? 
A.  Thre6  thousand  and  up^vards. 
Q.  How  many  Quintals  of  fish  are  taken  annually  ? 
A.  Above  600,000  quintals. 

Q.  What  is  the"  value  of  each  quintal,  pn  an  aV^rage  of 
seven  years  at  market  ?  ''  " 

U  4,  K.  ^^^^^^^^ 
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.   A.  About  14s.  per  quintal. 

S.  What  other  advantages  arise  from  the  British.  NewfboQd*. 
fishery,  besides  the  cod  fishery  ? 

A.  Salmon,  cod  oil,  seal  oil,  and  furs. 

Q.  What  quantity  of  salmon  ? 

A.  Three  thousand  tierces  and  upwards. 

Q.  What  are  they  worth  per  tierce  at  market  ? 

A.  Three  pounds  five  shillings  per  tierce,  or  somethings 
more.  > 

Q.  What  Quantity  of  cod  oil  is  made  ? 

A.  Three  uiousand  tons. 

Q.  What  is  it  worth  per  ton? 

A.  On  an  average  23I.  per  ton. 

Q.  What  quantity  of  seal  oil  ? 

A.  About  800  tons  yearly. 

Q.  What  is  it  worth  per  ton? 

A.  Twenty-five  pounds  per  ton. 

Q.  What  is  the  value  of  the  seal  skins  and  furs  per  annum  ? 

A.  Between  three  and  four  thousand  pounds;  but  the 
quantity  of  seal  skins  might:  be  more,  but  tor  the  heavy  duty 
here,  which  amounts  to  a  prohibition.  For  which  reason  so 
many  are  not  broujght  to  this  market  as  otherwise  would  be, 
but  they  are  carried  to  New  England,  and  there  manufadhured- 
into  leather  for  shoes  and  boots,  &c.  and  carried  back  to  New- 
foundland. 

Q.  In  what  manner  are  the  retiuns  made  for  the  produce 
of  the  Newfoundland  cod  fishery  ? 

A.  Some  part  in  the  produce  of  the  country  to  which  the 
fish  is  sent,  and  some  in  specie,  others  in  raw  materials,  silky 
oil,  barilla,  cotton,  and  bills  of  exchange. 

Q.  In  what  manner  do  they  carry  on  the  fishery  in  the  time 
of  war  ? 

A.  In  a  much  less  degree  than  in  time  of  peace,  on  account 
of  the  men  being  impressed ;  a  great  many  go  to  New  England 
to  avoid  b^ing  impressed,  and  are  employed  in  the  ^shcry 
there,  from  whence  they  do  not  return. 

Q.  You  said  that  205000  men  are  emplpyed  yearly  m  this 
fishery,  how  happens  it  that  only  1 2,000  of  those  return  to 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ? 

A.  The  other  8000  remain  in  Newfoundland,  and  are  cm- 
ployed  in  building  boats,  shallops,  in  catcliing  fiirs,  and  in  the 
seal  fishery,  which  is  carried  on  in  the  winter. 

Q.  The  residence  then  you  think  of  the  8000  mcp  there  is 
nece^sar^  for  carrying  on  the  British  fishery? 

A'   Xes,  I  think  it  is. 

Q.  Whether 
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Q.  Whether  the  ?hips  fitted  out  for  the  N^fonndland 
fishery  from  Great  Britaipi  ^ur^  ^Qt  fitted  out  at  one  third  more 
expence  than  those  from  North  America? 

A.  I  am  no  judge  of  that  matter. 
'  Q.  How  many  men  are  employed  at  ioq  ton  of  shipping  on 
an  average? 

A.  I  have  not  considered  that  matter. 
Withdrew. 

Mr.  Rice  moved  to  add  a  clause  to  the  bill,  th^t  nothing  in 
it  should  extend  to  any  whale-ships  which  sailed  before  the 
^rst  of  March,  and  were  at  that  time  the  property  of  the 
people  of  Nantucket.  He  did  it  on  a  principle  of  humanity : 
the  people  on  the  island  were  6000,  and  there  was  not  provi^ 
sion  for  500. 

Sir  Richard  Worseley  seconded  the  motion. 
.Right  Hon.  ST.  Tonvnshend  ridiculed  the  idea  of  humanity, 
Admmistration,'  he  said,  no  ^doybt  understood  that  as  the 
people  of  Nantucket  were  whale  fidicrs,  they  could  live  upon 
whale  blubber. 

*  Col.  Barri  observed  the  clause  was  ineffeftual,  it  would  not 
give  the  relief  it  pretended. 

Clause  agreed  to. 
;  A  motion  was  made  that  thp  bill  be  engrossed. 
;  Ijoxi' H<me  expatiated  on. the  necessity  of  the  measure,  as 
the  only  moderate  means  of  bringing  the  disobedient  provinces 
to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  without  involving  the  empire  in  all 
the  horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

Mr.  Fox.  This  bill  must  have  been  calculated  to  put  an 
end  to  all  that  remains  of  the  legislative  authority  of  Great 
Britain  over  America.  That  it  must  be  intended  to  shew  to 
the  colonies  that  there  was  no  one  branch  of  supreme  autho* 
rity,  which  Parliament  might  not  abuse  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
render  it  reasonable  to  deny,  and  necessary  to  resist  it.  To 
prove  this  he  went  through  the  history  or  the  several  steps» 
by  which  the  authority  of  Parliament  was  denied>  by  having 
been  abused. 

At  first,  said  he,  the  Americans  being  pressd  by  Parliament's 
not  chusing  to  leave  them  their  old  privilege,  whether  that  - 
privilege  was  by  law,  custom,  or  mere  indulgence  of  taxmg 
Aems^yes  internally,  they  denied  only  our  right  of  internal 
taxation.  However,  it  was  soon  proved  to  them,  by  argument 
and  praftice,  that  an  external  tax  could  be  made  to  answer  all 
the  purposes,  and  tg  produce  all  the  mischiefs,  of  internal  tax- 
ation. They  then  denied  the  right  of  taxing  for  supply.  Par- 
liament next  {voceeded  violently  to  deprive  th^m  of  their 


298  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1^75. 

chartersyand  to  make  other  a£h  relative  to  their  trials;  Acn 
they  denied  your  power  of  internal. legislation.  But  still,  in 
the  midst  of  all  their  violence  and  all  their  provocatioa  to  it> 
they  never  hitherto  have  formally  rejefted  the  power  of  Par- 
liament to  bind  their  trad*.  But  the  British  legislature  is  now 
to  convince  the  Americans,  that  if  but  a  single  branch  of  legis- 
lative power  is  left  to  this  country,  we  can  niake  that  si]^[Ie 
power  answer  all  the  purposes  of  a  power  tp  tax. 

This  bill,  which  is  to  restrain  their  commerce  until  they 
submit,  until  they  cease  to  resist  our  taxing  authority,  atid  in- 
deed whatever  else  is  thought  fit  to  be  imposed  on  them,  will 
convince,  he  said,  the  Americans,  that  this  power,  thus  used, 
may  be  made  by  far  the  most  oppressive,  and  worse  than  any 
of  those  they  had  hitherto  denied. 

He  was  qnite  satisfied,  that  the  bill  was  meant  for  nothing 
else  but  to  exasperate  the  colonies  into  open  ajid  direft  rebel* 
lion.  Hitherto  rebellion  was  only  asserted,  and  that  ambigu- 
ously, of  one  colony.  It  would  from  this  bill  probably  be« 
come  apparent,  and  universal  in  all ;  and  thus  give  an  oppor- 
tunity for  drawing  the  Sword,  and  throwing  away  the  scalv* 
bard. 

He  indeed  acquitted  the  ministry  of  a  desigil  of  raising  a 
rebellion  for  the  mere  purpose  of  havoc  and  destruction.  But 
said,  that  as  by  their  injudicious  measures  they  had  brou^t 
the  colonies  into  a  state  of  the  greatest  disobedience,  disorder,' 
and  confusion,  without  being  at  the  same  time  within  the  legal 
description  of  rebellion,  this  was  a  state  of  things  full  of  the 
greatest  difficulties,  and  in  which  it  required  the  greatest 
nicety  to  conduct  government.  But  when  things  were  brought 
to  the  length  of  rebellion,  the  course  of  proceeding,  however 
desperate,  was  simple  and  obvious.  And  now,  as  by  this  aft 
all  means  of  acquiring  a  livelihood,  or  of  receiving  provisions ' 
was  cut  off,  no  other  alternative  was  left,  but  starving  or  re- 
bellion. 

Mr.  Jenhinson  drew  a  very  different  inference  from  the  faft 
of  the  progressive  detail  of  the  several  parts  of  our  legislative 
authority  in  America.  That  fact  so  strongly  stated  by  Mr. 
Fox,  shewed  clearly  that  the  colonists  aimed  at  a  rebeUious 
independence  from  the  beginning — for  having  at  fir^  only 
denied  our  right  of  internal  taxation,  when  that  right  was 
modelled  to  their  own  pretences,  they  quarrelled  just  as  vio- 
lently with  this  mode  as  with  the  former.  Afterwards,  when 
their  muitiplie<l  disorders  had  made  internal  regulations  neces- 
sary, they  denied  the  power  of  makinj^  tliese  regulations.  They 
iirst  provoked  penalties  by  their  disobedience,  and  then  denied 

the 
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the  right  oiF  the  power  which  had  been  put  under  a  necessity 
of  inMfting  those  penalties.  The  reasons,  he  said,  alledged  in 
censure  of  the  ftdb  of  legislature,  were  in  reality  their  strongest 
justification  and  best  panygerics.  He  thought  therefore  this 
a£t  to  be  in  every  respect  just  and  proper,  and,  considering 
the  ofence  of  those  who  are  the  objefts  of  it,  merciful. 
=  Right  Hon.  T,  Towmhsnd  answered  Mr.  Jenkinson ;  urged 
the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  an  aft  which  made  no  discrimina- 
tion between  innocence  and  guilt,  which  starved  all  alike,  and 
which  had  a  tendency  to  fix  an  eternal  hatred  of  this  country 
and  its  legislature  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans.  With  re- 
gard \o  the  original  provocation  which  Mr.  Jenkinson  stated 
to  have  produced  the  penalties,  he  denied  the  faft;  but  assert- 
ed, on  -the  contrary,  that  our  violating  their  privileges,  or 
grossly  shocking  their  old  respeftable  prejudices,  first  produced 
the  disobedience,  and  then  the  disobedience  was  punished  by 
the  irioist  cruel  and  unnatural  afts. 

.The  SoHcUor  Oeneral  of  Sctftland.     The  aft  had  his  most 
hearty  approbation,  and  most  chearful  concurrence.     That  it 
was  just,  because  provoked  by  the  most  criminal  disobedience. 
It  was  merciful,  because  that  disobedience  would  have  justified 
flie  severest  military  execution.     This  measure  was  not  san- 
guinary-—and  as  to  the  famine  which  was  so  pathetically  lai 
mented,  he  was  afi^id  it  would  not  be  produced  by  this  aft. 
•That  though  prevented  from  fishing  in  the  sea,  the  New  £ng<« 
landers  had  fish  in  their  rivers,  to  which  this  aft  did  not  pre- 
vent them  from  resorting;  and  that  though  he  understoodf 
their  country  'was  not  fit  for  grain,  yet  they  had  a  grain  of 
dieir  own,  Indian  corn,  on  which  they  might  subsist  full  ^ 
well  as  they  deserved:  but  whether  they  might  so  subsist  or 
not,  was  no  part  of  his  consideration.     He  looked  on  the  aft 
as  coercive,  and  that  the  coercion  which  put  the  speediest  end 
to  the  dispute  was  certainly  the  most  effeftual.     That  when 
it  was  said  no  alternative  was  left  to  the  New  Englaiiders  but 
to  starve  or  rebel,  this  was  not  the  faft,  for  there  was  another 
way  "  to  submit.'*  He  wished}  however,  that  some  test  to  dis- 
criminate the  innocent  fi:om  the  guilty  had  been  adopted.  That 
this  test,  notwithstanding  it  had  been  originally  stated  as  part 
of  the  plan  by  lord  North,  had  been  dropped  by  his  lordship. 
That  it  might  serve  to  introduce  a  rule  of  obedience  for  all? 
and  might  prevent  the  innocent  from  being  involved  with  the 
guilty  in  a  common  punishment.  But  the  aft  was  on  the  whole 
so  right,  and  he  approved  and  admired  it  so  much,  that  he 
could  not  quarrel  with  it  for  this  defeft. 

As  to  whut  had  been  apprehended  from  the  loss  to  th^ 
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merchants  of  Old  England^  by  disabling  uiose  of  the  New  to 
pay  their  debts,  he  said,  that  when  the  colonists  had  suboiitted^ 
they  might  then  resume  their  fisheries  and  their  trade,  and 
thus  be  enabled  to  pay  their  debts.  -In  the  mean  time,  that 
p^  of  the  capital  stock  of  England,  which  is  now  employed 
in  carryiag  on  the  fisheries  of  New  England,  would  be  em-r 
ployed  in  carrying  on  our  own,  and  thus  our  merchants  could 
suffer  no  loss  whatsoever.  « This  was  a^  clear  as  any  ddnon- 
stration  of  Euclidf 

.  {jord  John  Cavendish,  He  was  shocked  with  the  perfeA  eas6 
and  alacrity  with  which  they  voted  famine  to  a  whole  people; 
and  he  was  in  particular  surprized  at  the  ideas  of  4d^mency  en- 
tertained by  the  learned  gentleman  who  sppke  last.  He  c<nn- 
mended  this  measure,  because  it  was  not  sanguinary  \  but  to 
kill  by  starving,  was  not  cruelty;  and  provided  -^  pifrn's  blood 
was  not  shed,  he  might  be  destroyed  with  greait  g^tlen^Si— -in 
any-other  way  whatsoever.  This  aft  he  considered  fis  sdieiifit:* 
ing  the  Americans  from  us  for  ever,  and  rendering  u$el6^  ^ny 
possible  plan  of  reconciliation 

Mr.  Rice.  He  did  not  adopt  this  proposition  but  with  the 
greatest  pain  and  reluftance.  He  knew  it  was  harsh,  byt  that 
harsh  measures  were  unfortunately  necessary.  He  was  satisfied 
Jfcom  an  examination  of  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduft,  and 
firom  a  careful  comparison  of  all  the  parts  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Americans  with  each  other,  that  independency  was  their 
objeft;  that  they  intended  to  throw  oflTthe  commercial  restricx 
tions,  as  well  as  the  taxes:  on  which  latter  point  he  was  as 
much  inclined  to  relax  as  any  other  gentleman,  if  he  could  be 
tolerably  assured  that  such  relaxation  would  not  be  introduc- 
tory to  a  further,  and  to  a  worse  opposition  on  their  parts. 
He  thought  he  saw,  by  the  obstinate  conduft  of  Boston,  in 
holding  out  so  long,  and  under  such  inconveniences,  that  their 
designs  were  very  deep;  and  he  was  convinced  that  the  satis- 
faftion  to  custom-house  oflicerg,  required  as  a  condition  of  par* 
don  by  the  aft  which  shut  up  their  port,  was  their  principal 
reason  for  tliis  stubborn  opposition.  A^id  this  pointed  clearly 
to  the  true  objeft  of  their  resistance. 

Mr.  Burke,  He  was  afraid  any  debate  on  this  subjeft  was 
to  little  purpose.  When  this  Parliament,  priginally  disengaged 
"io  any  system,  and  free  to  chuse  among  all,  had,  previous  to 
any  examination  whatsoever,  began  by  adopting  ^e  proceeds 
ings  of  the  last,  the  whole  line  of  our  public  conduft  vyas  ^hen 
determined. 

[Here  the  majority  raised  a  great  cry  of  approbation.']  He  sai4 
the  cry  was  natural,  and  the  inference  from  wh^t  he  had  said 

just ; 
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just;  that  the  road  by  penitence  to  amendment  wa^,  he  knewV 
iLumiliatine  and  difficult — and  that  most  of  mankind  wert 
disposed  liKe  Macbeth  to  think 

"  I  am  in  Wood 
**  Stept  in  to  far^  that  should  I  wade  no  more  : 

**  Returning  were  as  tedious  as  go  o'er  5" 
jand  thus  they  pass  towards  the  further  bank,  be  the  channel 
ever  so  wide,  or  the  jflood  ever  so  deep  and  rapid.  That  as 
this  measure  was  in  the  saine  spirit  as  all  the  former,  he  (Qd 
not  doubt  but  that  it  would  be  produdlive  of  the  Tcry  same 
consequence. 

.  This  was  in  effi^ft  the  Boston  port  bill,  but  upon  infiniteljr 
a  larger  scale*  That  evil  principles  are  prolific;  this  Boston 
port  bill  begot  this  New  England  1»11}  that  this  New  England 
l>ill  will  beget  a  Virginia  biU;  that  again,  a  Carolina  bill,  and 
that  will  beget  a  Pennsylvania  bill;  till  one  by  one  Parliament 
.ruins  all  its  colonies,  and  roots  up  all  its  commerce^  until  the 
statute  booi^  becomes  nothing  but  a  black  and  bloody  roll  of 
proscriptions,  a  frightful  code  of  rigour  and  tyranny,  a  mon- 
strous digest  of  alls  of  penalty,  ihcapacity,  and  general  at- 
tainder; and  that  open  it  where  you  will,  you  will  find  a  title 
for  destroying  some  trade,  or  ruining  some  province. 

That  the  scheme  of  Parliament  was  new  and  unheard  of  in 
>ny  uncivilized  nation, .  **  to  preserve  your  authority  by  de- 
stroying your  dominions*"     It  was  rather  the  idea  of  hostility 
between  independent  states,  where  one  not  being  able  to  con* 
quer  another,  thinkjs  to  reduce  its  strength  gradually,  by  de- 
stroying its  trade  aiid  cutting  off*  its  resources*     That   this 
moae  was  never  used  by  princes  towards  their  subjefts  in  rebel- 
lion ;  the  maxim  in  such  cases  always  was  to  cut  off  the  rebels 
but  to  spare  the  country,  because  its  strength  is  the  strength  of 
the  sovereign  himself.     Here  the  principle  was  reversed;  the 
force  used  against  the  rebels  was  trifling  (though  very  expen- 
sive) but  the  trade,  which  was  the  wealth  of  the  country,  was 
to  be;  destroyed. 

He  then  entered  into  the  difference  of  expence  and  loss  be- 
tween the  two  modes ;  and  proved,  in  detail,  that  these  bills 
would,  in  all  probability,  cost  the  nation  more  than  the  main- 
tenance of  an  army  of  40,000  men. 

That  when  things  are  come  to  violences  he  thought  the 
sword  much  the  mo$t  effeAual,  and  though  severe,  not  so  unw 
just-  as  these  univerisal  proscriptions,  because  it  will  fa&  only 
on  those  who  resist.  But  this  a£l:  confounds  all  kinds  of 
people,  all  sexes,  all  ages,  in  one  common  ruin.  That  nothing 
could  be  at  odice  more  foolish,  more  cruel,  and  more  insulting, 

*  tha.ix 
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than  to  hold  out,  as  a  resource  to  the  starving  fisheriften,  ahip^ 
fanilders,  and  the  infinite  number  of  other  mechanics  employed 
in  trade  and  fishery,  and  ruined  by  this  aft,  that  ^  afrar  the 
plenty  of  the  ocean,  they  may  poke  in  the  brooks,  and  rake 
in  the  puddles  of  their  respeftive  countries,  sind' diet' on  what 
we  consider  as  husks  and  draft  for  hOgs. 

It  was,  he  said,  foolish  and  insulting ;  because^  whefi  yds 
deprive  a  man  of  his  trade  and  occupation,  you  deprive  him 
of  the  means  of  his  livelihood,  if  there"  were  ever  so  much 
fish  ill  the  streams  or  com  in  the  fields.  That  a  shoemakei^s 
livelihood  goes  when  a  fisherman  can  ho  longer  pay  him  fcf 
his  shoes.  He  has  no  resource  in  other  people's  plenty.  How 
is  he  to  get  at  horse-b(?ans  or  Indian  com,  or  at  the  worst  rf 
food,  for  himself  and  his  starving  family  ?  Then  he  shewed, 
that  the  ruin  of  the  staple  trade  of  a  people,  involved  in' it  the 
ruin  of  the  whole  community ;  and  proved,  by  cntd'hig  mii- 
nutely  into  its  nature  and  employment,  that  the  British  capN 
tal  employed  in  the  New  England  trade,  could  not  possibly 
be  turned  to  the  British  fishery  5  and  (treatihg  very  lightly  the 
demonstration  of  Euclid)  he  shewed,  that  by  one  year's  intcn- 
mission  of  the  course  of  the  New  England  foreign  trade,  woold 
be  the  certain  loss  of  the  whole  debt  now  due  to  the  English 
merchants. 

But  the  point  on  which  he  rested  most,  was  this  :  the  sen* 
tence  was  (in  the  mildest  way)  beggary,  if  not  famine  on  four 
great  provinces.  The  condition  of  their  redemption  was, 
**  When  it  should  be  made  appear  to  the  governors,  and  the 
**  majority  of  the  coimcil  in  two  of  these  provinces,  that  the 
^*  laws  would  be  obeyed."  By  what  evidence  said  he,  is  this 
to  be  made  to  appear  ?  Who  is  to  produce  it  ?  What  fa£b  arc 
to  be  proved  ?  What  rule  has  the  person  who  is  to  make  it 
appear,  to  go  by  ?  What  rule  have  the  two  governors  to  de- 
termine, so  as  to  acquit  them — in  employing  or  in  refusing, 
either  to  government  here,  or  to  the  people  there  ?  You  sen- 
tence, said  he,  to  famine,  at  least  300,000  people  in  two  pro- 
vinces, at  tlic  mere  arbitrary  will  and  pleasure  of  two  men 
whom  you  do  not  know,  for  you  do  not  know  who  will  be 
governors  when  this  a£t  takes  place.  And  lest  these  two 
Siould  risque  an  acl  of  mercy,  you  add,  as  a  controul  to  thenr, 
the  majority  of  two  councils,  whom  you  do  not  know,  and 
one  of  them  at  present  has  no  existence  !  And  as  to  the  other 
provinces,  Conueclicut  and  Rhode  Island,  the  adt  has  not  left 
a  man  in  these  two  provinces,  who,  by  the  exertion  even  of 
an  arbitrary  discretion,  can  relieve  200,000  people  more,  or 
any  innocent  or  repenting  individual,  let  their  behaviour*  be 

what 
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yfi}^^  it  wiU*  A  governor  of  aneishcT  province,  who  can  nc*- 
•ver  regularly  and  officially  ko^oyt  tli/eir  true  state,  can  alone 
J^.  vl>itrary.ini  fevoilr  of  justice. 

,  This,  said  he,  is  becau^,  in  these  two  ill-starred  provinces, 
>b|S  people  chuse  titioir  governors :  but  is  that  a  crime  in  indi' 
>i4uals>  which  is  the  legal  constitution  of  the  countiry  ?  If  it 
ii^  ^  bsKi  one,  England  ha^  given  it  to  them,  and  has  not  taken 
i^lieen,  a  step  towards,  altering  it. 

On  this  point,  of  the  unheasrdnDf  power  given  to  gowemors, 
of  stEurying  ^  many  hundreds  .of  thousands  at  their  mere  plea- 
sures, of  which,  he  said,  no  history  of  real,  and  even  no  fabu- 
lous invention  of  fiftitious  tyranny,  had  ever  fiimished  an  ex- 
ample, he  dwelt  a  long  time,  and  placed  it  in  an  infinite  va- 
riety of  lights ;  and  kindled  into  such  warmth  that  he  was  at 
•length  called  to  orddr.  But  he  continued  to  repeat  the  strong 
terms,  as,  he  said,  he  had  a  right  to  give  such  epithets  to  the 
bill  as  he  pleased,  until  it  had  passed  the  House.  If  that  should 
>bethe  case,  he  would  then  be  silent,  because  it  would  be  against 
order  to  speak  of.it  as  it  deservedji^  and  against  prudence^  to  of- 
fend a  body  of  men  who  had  so  much  power,  and  would  shew, 
by  passing  that  bill,  how  harsh  an  use  they  were  disposed  to 
snake  of  it.  • 

■ .  He  said,  however,  he  was  convinced,  by  the  whole  tenor  erf* 
ihe  debate,  as  well  as  by  his  private  conversation,  that  most  of 
those  who  should  vote  for  this  bill  had  never  read  it ;  that 
what  they  did  was  not  out  of  malice,  but  out  of  respedt  to  the 
opinions  of  others,  who,  by  presenting  them  such  a  bill,  shewed 
.  how  little  they  deserved  this  uplimited  confidence-  He  said^ 
that  if  any  were  in  that  situation,  he  hoped  they  would  have 
the  benefit  of  the  prayer  made  for  those  who  alone  had  done 
an  aft  worse  than  this,  ^Forgive  tliem,  they  know  not  what 
'^  they  do." 

Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland.  He  took,  likewise,  large  ground* 
Began  with  disclaiming  any  thing  of  cruelty,  as  foreign  to  his 
nature  and  disposition  ;  but  that  authority  must  be  preserved, 
though  the  guilty,  and  sometimes  even  the  guiltless,  by  acci- 
dent, suffer.  That  rigour  is  annexed  to  the  idea  of  punish-f 
ment,  and  that  punishment  is  right  or  wrong,  according  to 
the  desert  of.  the  parties ;  that  whatever  necessity  made  this 
punishn^ent  so  rigorous,  or  extended  it  to  so  vast  a  latitude, 
was  owing  to  those,  who,  taking  part  with  America,  in  this 
House  or  elsewhere,  encouraged  them  to  resist  the  just  autho- 
rity of  Parliament.  They  were,  he  said,  guilty  of  the  blood  of 
the  colonists*  :  That  he  was  sure  the  taxation  of  America  was 
just  and  de£ens3>iein  every  princrplaof  the  constitution  ^  and 

that ' 
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that  though  this  ground  of  taxation  was  very  much  beateilt 
yet  as  the  whole  question  originated  there,  it  was  necessary  t6 
shew  the  foundation  of  the  right;  this  he  did  bya-distinft 
enumeration  of  the  a£ls  of  Parliament. 

He  was  clear  and  methodical ;  but  the  House  was  Hot  £s« 
posed  to  listen  to  an  argmneut  which  they  had  heard  so  fire^ 
quently  discussed.  He  said,  with  temper,  that  he  gave  way  to 
tiiat  disposition  of  the  House,  and  was  content  to  give  his 
most  hearty  approbation  to  the  bilL 

The  House  divided— ^-215  for  the  question;  61  against  it. 

• 

March  7. 
Nothing  materiaU 

March  8. 

Lord  North  presented  to  the  House,  by  his  Majesty's  comN 
mand,  the  following  letter. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Honourable  Governor  G^ge  to  the  Bart 
5^  Dartmouth,  ^^rf  Boston,  2^th  January,  1775. 

My  Lord, 

WE  have  information  often  from  the  country,  that  the 
towns  in  this  province  become  more  divided,  notwithstanding 
the  endeavours  used  to  keep  up  their  enthusiasm,  and  th6 
tyranny  and  oppressive  acb  exercised  against  persons  deemed 
friends  of  government,  has  driven'  them  in  several  places  to 
combine  together  for  their  mutual  defence.  Where  the  ma* 
jority  in  a  township  has  been  averse  to  their  measures,  the  fac- 
tion has  employed  their  adherents  in  neighbouring  towns,  to 
join,  and  form  bodies  sufficient  to  force  them,  by  numbers,  to 
sign  recantations,  which  has  been  attended  generally  with  vio- 
lence and  ill  usage.  The  town  of  Marshfield,  with  part  of 
that  of  Scituate,  having  been  lately  under  terrors  of  that  kiiid> 
from  the  threats  of  their  neighbours,  for  having  formed  som6 
associations  amongst  themselves,  applied  to  me  for  protection ; 
and  I  have  sent  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  men  to  their  re* 
lief.  It  is  the  first  instance  of  an  application  to  government 
for  assistance,  which  the  facSlion  has  ever  tried  to  persuade  the 
people  they  would  never  obtain,  but  be  left  to  themselves. 

Governor  Wentworth  has  acquainted  me  of  a  quantity  of 
tea  burnt  by  the  populace  at  Portsmoutli,  and  that  the  ma« 
gistrates  have  not  support  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  appre* 
hend  any  of  the  people  concerned  in  the  attack  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam and  Mary,  or  keep  them  safe  in  jail  after  eommitment, 
and  desires  that  two  regiments  may  be  stationed  at  Portsmouth* 

No 
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joins  Boston  to  the  continent5  by  which  he  mzj  intercept 
provisions ;  and  by  this  bill  you  proclaim  the  same  intention 
by  sea.  Do  you  expeft  that  they  will  submit  to  be  starved  into 
passive  obedience  ?  What  resource  have  they  left  but  resist- 
ance ;  and,  perhaps,  to  take   advantage  of  the  smallness  of 
numbers  of  General  Gage's  troops,  before  they  are  reinforced  ? 
for  this  a6l  puts  it  out  of  all  doubt  that  you  mean  to  proceed  t6 
all  cxtrclnities.     I  have  been    informed,  by  those  who  know 
best  the  temper  of  the  Americans,  and   I   hope  and  believe 
that  they  will   hold  out  their  patience  to  the  utmost,  and 
that  they  will  not  strike  the  first  blow :  but  what  is  the  dif- 
ferc'^ce  to  them,  whether  you   strike  the  first  blow  by  the 
musket  or  the  sword,  or,  to  equal  efFeft,  by  famine  ?  The  re- 
fusal of  this  clause  will  be  ai  declaration  on  your  part,  that 
you  mean  to  bi'ing  famine  upon  them,  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power,  and  therefore  a  warning  to  them  of  the  mercy  which 
they  are  to  expeft  at  your  hands.     As  to  the  bill  in  general, 
it  has  been  so  ably  debated  by  my  friends  near  me,  that  I  shall 
only  add  two  remarks :  this  bill,  by  destroying  the  North 
American  fishery,  not  only  destroys  that  nursery  for  seamen, 
but  will  disable  the  provinces,  under  the  prohibition,  from 
the  means  of  paying  their  debts  to  this  country,  who  there- 
fore will  finally  be  the  sufferers ;'  and  when   the  next  year 
comes,  and  you  find  this  consequence,  you  will  then  turn  ac- 
cusers of  the  North  Americans  for  not  paying  their  debts,  and 
you  will  add,  according  to  the  usual  falshoods  towards  the 
Americans,  that  they  never  intended  to  pay  their  debts ;  and, 
by  the  distance  of  the  place,  and  the  falshood  of  representa- 
tions, you  will  impute  those  very  effe<n:s  which  you  have  pro- 
duced yourselves,  as  the  justifying  causes  of  resentment.  This 
is  the  unjust  way  in  which  the  Americans  have  been  treated  on 
all  occasions.     I  myself  asked,  tlie  other  day,  why,  on  a  par- 
ticular occasion  of  a  slight  riot,  of  not  more  than  a  few  hours 
continuance,  four  regiments,  and  a  train  of  artillery,  were  or- 
dered to  Boston  ?  To  justify  this  enormous  intervention  of  the 
military,  I  was  told  in  this  House,  that  indeed  the  riots  were 
trifling,  but  that  the  Americans  had  come  to  a  resolution  to 
arm  the  country.  What  then  was  the  real  fa£l:,  as  testified  by 
dates  ?  The  fadl  was,  that  the  resolution  to  arm  was  not  taken 
till  the  troops  were  seen  in  the  offing.  It  was  the  sight  of  the 
troops,  upon  so  trivial  an  occasion,   that  gave  to  understand 
what  they  wer;^  to  expeft ;  and,  by  dates,  the  facl  Is  verified, 
that   they  did  not  take  ta  arms  till  some  months  after  the 
troops  were  ordered  j  but  it  was  upon  the  first  notice  of  the 
troops  being  to  come,  and  the  resolution  to  arm  against  the 

worst. 
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worst,  was  aftually  debated  but  a  few  hours  before  the  troops 
were  landed.  So  it  is  that  fafts  are  misrepresented  in  Ame- 
rica, and  so  let  me  put  in  my  caution  now,  that  the  Americans 
do  ncnu  adhially  pay  their  debts,  like  honest  men,  to  the  utmost 
of  their  power,  and  let  me  be  before-hand  with  this  charge  ; 
if  when  the  natural  consequences  of  these  measures  come  next 
year,  we  should  hear  any  false  accusations  of  the  Americans, 
as  combining  not  to  pay  their  debts.  I  shall  make  but  one 
remark  more,  but  which  seems  to  me  to  be  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  whole  commercial  system  of  England,  Vhich 
is,  that  the  plantation-buik  bottoms  are  two-thirds,  or  three 
quarters,  or  all  the  bottoms  upon  which  the  Britisl^  merchan- 
tUze,  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  is  carried  on ;  when  we 
meditate  a  blow  at  the  American  trade,  we  should  rccolleft 
at  least,  that  there  is  this  one  manufaiJhire  (if  I  may  so  call 
it)  of  ship-building,  upon  the  encouragement  of  which  our 
very  existence  in  this  kingdom,  as  a  trading  people  depends. 
However  we  may  think  it  our  interest  to  suppress  the  rivals 
ship  of  the  colonies  with  ourselves,  in  other  manufaftures, 
yet  in  this  trade  of  ship-building  they  are  our  most  material 
arid  essential  support.  This  revengeful  blow  at  the  American 
ship-building  will  fall  most  immediately  and  fatally  upon  the 
manufafturers  and  merchants  of  every  commercial  article  in 
this  kingdom.  For  these  reasons,  I  am  against  the  whole 
principle  of  the  bill  now  before  us  ;  and  if  we  cannot  prevail 
to  have  the  whole  rejefted,  I  must  humbly  move,  at  least,  the 
admission  of  the  clause  which  I  have  just  now  oflfered  to  the 
House. 

Lord  North.  When  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  notice 
of  the  motion  which  he  has  now  made,  he  [Lord  North]  had 
at  the  same  time  said  he  should  objeft  to  it.  As  the  bill  not 
<:>nly  meant  to  restrain  the  colonies  of  New  England  from 
trade  so  long  as  they  would  not  trade  with  us,  but  also  to  let 
them  feel  the  inconveniencies  which  they  must  be  exposed  to, 
while  they  denied  the  authority  of  parliament,  he  could  not, 
until  their  condud  gave  parliament  some  grounds  for  it,  agree 
in  his  opinion,  tha:t  parliament  should  relax  from  the  coercion 
which  this  bill  meant  to  execute.  He  thought  it  was  right 
that  they  should  feel  some  experience  of  those  distresses  which 
the  power  of  this  country  could  bring  upon  them,  while  they 
dared  to  set  their  power  in  opposition  to  it.  But  even  in  the 
exertions  of  force,  nay  of  arms,  if  it  should  become  necessary, 
he  never  should  wish  measures  which  were  cruel.  He  hoped 
when  they  began  to  feel  the  weight  of  the  power  of  this  coun- 
try, and  to  see  that  the  force  of  it  was  ready  to  strike  the  blow, 
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they  would  be  convinced  that  their  leaders  and  false  friends 
had  deceived  them,  and  that  they  would  return  to  their  duty, 
so  that  all  these  evils  might  be  avoided.  The  case  of  the  Boston 
port  bill  was  quite  dixFerent.  The  town  of  Boston  had  ob- 
structed our  trade,  and  had  committed  an  a<El  of  outrage  against 
it .;  it  was  proper  therefore  to  prevent  that  town  from  being  a 
place  of  trade  until  they  made  recompense,  but  as  they  had 
hot  then  formally  arrayed  themselves  against  the  power  as 
wdl  as  authority  of  this  country,  further  restraints,  such  as 
are  in  the  present  bill,  were  not  then  necessary,  and  the  per- 
mitting provisions  and  fuel  to  go  up  to  the  town  by  water  was 
inserted  in  that  bill.  The  further  restraints  which  a  more 
violent  conduft  had  now  rendered  necessary,  were  now  in- 
serted in  the  bill,  and  instead  of  relaxations  from  these,  more 
severe  ones  must  follow,  if  their  conduCt  made  such  further 
necessary. 

Mr.  Burh  was  warm  against^  the  bill.  It  was  not,  he  said, 
sanguinary,  it  did  not  mean  to  shed  blood,  but  to  suit  some  gen- 
tlemen's humanity,  it  only  meant  to  starve  five  hundred  thou- 
sand people,  men,  women,  and  children  at  the  breast.  Some 
gentlemen  had  even  expressed  their  approbation  of  famine  in 
preference  to  fire  and  sword.  This  bill  not  only  had  taken 
firom  these  people  the  means  of  subsisting  themselves  by  their 
own  labour,  but,  rejecting  the  clause  now  proposed,  took 
from  them  the  means  of  being  subsisted  by  the  charity  of  their 
friends.  You  had  reduced  the  poor  people  to  beggary,  and 
now  you  take  the  beggar's  scrip  from  them.  You  even  dash 
firom  the  mouth  of  hunger  the  morsel  which  the  hand  of 
charity  would  stretch  out  to  it.  On  tlie  subjeft  of  famine  he 
was  fine  and  pathetic. 

Lord  Clare  said,  he  would  not  enter  the  list  with  the  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last,  it  would  be  the  waging  an  unequal 
war ;  but  he  had  in  his  hand  a  firiend  who  was  a  match  for 
him.  My  old  fi-iend.  Sir  Joshua  Gee,  a  great  friend  to 
America,  though  no  patriot ;  a  man  who  has  written  better  on 
trade  than  any  other  man  living,  and  who  knew  more  of 
America.  Now,  Sir,  my  friend,  Joshua  Gee,  with  a  kind  pf 
prophetic  spirit,  says,  if  ever  the  people  of  New  England 
should  aim  to  set  up  for  themselves,  what  must  we  do  i  Do, 
Sir,  why  the  very  things  which  are  now  doing.  Jpsliua  Gee 
says,  you  must  restrain  their  trade,  and  prohibit  them  from 
the  fishery,  and  you  will  soon  bring  them  to  their  senses;  I 
hope  Joshua  Gee  will  be  a  prophet  there  too.  But  here  arc 
his  words.  [Here  he  read  a  long  passage  from  the  book^  and  thai- 
commented  on  it. 2  Now,  Sir,  nobody  that  ever  read  this  passage^ 

thought 
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thought  this  conduft,  as  here  proposed,  to  be  cruel,  but  ncr 
tessary  and  wise,  Sir.  But  since  we  have  got  a  language  ia 
this  House,  that  is  fitter  for  the  turbulent  harangues  of  an 
American  congress  than  for  a  British  parliament,  every  thing 
which  would  restrain  American  independency  is  unjust  and 
cruel.  But  if  so.  Sir,  how  came  gentlemen  not  to  oppose  the 
augmentation  of  the  army  and  navy  for  these  purposes  ?  They 
retired  from  that  question ;  some  never  looked  to  it ;  others 
retired  sturdily  like  Ajax :  they  did  not  turn  their  backs,  but* 
Sir,  they  retired.  His  lordship  held  on  in  this  way,  criticising 
the  condudt  of  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  for  some  time,  and 
then  sat  down. 

Rt.  H.  T,  Toivnjhend  arose,  and  said,  if  the  augmentation  of 
the  nayy  and  army  had  been  proposed  as  a  force  with  which 
to  make  war  on  America,  I  would.  Sir,,  have  been  as  sturdy  as 
Ajax,  not  retiring,  but  attacking.  I  would  have  set  my  face 
against  it ;  I  would  have  used  every  power  I  had  to  oppose  it ; 
I  would  have  carried  my  opposition  to  turbulency,  since  the 
noble  lord  will  so  describe  it.  The  reason  why  I  did  ndt  op- 
pose it,  I  will  avow ;  it  is  a  fair  one.  I  knew  that  it  was  de- 
termined that  a  great  part  of  the  force  which  we  then  had 
was  to  be  sent  to  America,  I  trembled  for  the  safety  of  this 
realm,  thus  stript  of  the  strength  intended  originally  for  its 
defence ;  I  was  glad  when  I  heard  an  additional  defence  was 
to  b?  proposed  for  it.  I  would  not  oppose  this  necessary  mea-» 
sure,  th6ugh  I  would  not  in  any  thing  mix  myself  with  the 
measures  of  ministry.  He  then  went  into  the  argument  on  the 
stibjeft  of  famine  and  starving. 

Mr.  CFox  said,  I  think  now  yoU  have,  by  refusing  this^ 
p'ropositicwi,  complicated  the  system  of  your  folly.    You  had^ 
some  friends  yet  left  in  New  England.     You  yourselves  had] 
made  a  parade  of  the  number  ybu  had  there.     But  ypu  have 
treated  them  like  friends !  Rather  than  not  make  the  ruin  of 
tl^at  devoted  country  compleat,  your  friends  are  tp  be  involved 
in  one  common  famine.  How  must  they  feel,  what  must  they^ 
think,  when  the  people  against  whom  they  have  stood  out  in 
support  of  your  measures  say  to  them.  You  see  now  what 
friends  in  England  you  have  depended  upon ;  they  separated 
you  from  youi*  real  friends  there,  while  they  hoped  to  ruin 
us^  by  it ;  but  since  they  cannot  destroy  us  without  mixing  you 
in  ^e  common  carnage,  your  merits  to  them  will  not  now  save 
you  \  you  are  to  be  butchered  or  starved  indiscriminately  with 
us  ?  What  have  you  to  look  to  for  support  but  resistance  ? 
You  are  treated  in  common  with  us  as  rebels,  whether  yoi> 
rebel  o;*  not* Your  loyalty  has  ruintd^ou.*  Rebellion  alone 
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(if  resistance  Is  rebellion)  can  save  you  from  famine  and  ruin. 
When  these  things  are  said  to  them,  what  can  they  answer  L 
What  part  have  they  to  take  ?  they  must  resist  in  common 
with  those  with  whom  you  have  united  them  in  ruin.  I  thought 
your  measures  were  intended  to  divide  the  people.  But  when 
you  mean  to  destroy  you  unite  all,  because  you  wish  to  de- 
stroy all.  Thus  much  I  thought  it  right  to  say,  that  I  might 
mark  the  spirit  of  your  measures. 

XJov.  Pownall  said,  that  having  now  for  two  days  debate 
heard  so  much  about  the  starving  principles  of  this  bill,  and 
of  the  famine  which  was  to  be  die  efFeft  of  it  in  New  Eng- 
land, he  rose  to  say  a  few  words,  in  order,  by  stating  the 
faft,  to  wipe  off  from  the  bill  an  imputation,  which  not  only 
the  oratory  of  those  who  opposed  it,  but  the  indiscretion  of 
some  who  had  defended  it,  brought  upon  it ;  the  foul  stain  of 
hard-heartedness  and  cruelty  ;  as  also  to  calm  any  apprehen- 
sions which  gentlemen  by  their  oratory,  working  on  a  faft 
taken  for  granted,  had  endeavoured  to  raise  in  tlie  breasts  of 
the  humane. 

As  to  the  starving  and  famine,  supposed  as  an  effeft  which 
might  follow  from  the  operations  of  this  bill,  it  was  a  sup- 
^position  too  groundless  and  idle  to  combat.  The  colonies  of 
New  England,  he  said,  were  provision  colotitesy  they  were  great 
grazing  settlements  ;  they  had  not  indeed  been  equally  atten- 
tive to  iHlage  as  the  farmers  of  the  middle  colonies  had  been, 
but  that  they  raised  suiEcient  corn^  rye  and  barley  for  their 
subsistance  ;  that  altliough  they  imported  some. flour  and  bis- 
cuit from  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  yet  the  first  was 
chiefly  for  the  luxury  of  the  rich,  and  the  latter  for  fitting  out 
their  shipping.  If  it  became  necessary  to  restrain  their  trade, 
the  latter  would  not  be  wanted,  and  if  people  will  go  to  war 
they  must  expe^l:  to  give  up  the  former.  He  added,  that  if  the 
bill  proceeded  from  any  such  principles  of  hard-heartedness, 
or  if  he  could  see  any  such  cruel  effecls  in  it  as  had  been  stat- 
ed, he  would  have  opposed  it,  instead  of  acquiescing  in  it ; 
instead  of  any  such  mischievous  effefts  on  the  colonies,  wc 
should  have  need  to  watch,  that  it  did  not  produce  a  contrary 
effect,  namely,  that  of  turning  their  thoughts  more  seriously 
to  tillage  5  if  it  should,  might  it  not  have  the  effeft  fabled 
in  the  story  of  Antxus,  that  the  moment  in  which  they  touch 
the  ^rcffhciy  from  that  moment  they  shall  derive  strength  ? 

He  concluded  by  saying  that  he  considered  this  bill  simply 
as  a.  commercial  regulation;  as  a  temporary  withholding  of 
these  indulgencies  which  particular  laws  and  connivance  had 
given,  in  rebxation  of  the  general  laws  on  wtich  the  plan^ 
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tation  trade  liad  been  originally  established ;.  as  withholding 
these  indulgencies  so  long  as  the  colonies  should  think  fit  to 
prohibit  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  ;  it  wa^j  he  said,  from  see- 
ing and  considering  it  in  this  lighj:  alone  .that  he  acquiesced 
in  it. 

Mr.  Dundas  [solicitor  general  of  Scotland]  said,  that  by 
what  had'  been  thrown  out,  he  thought  himself  tailed  upon, 
and  almost  personally  described  ;  that  while  any  who  differe4  . 
from  him  in  opinion  should,  in  animadverting  upon  his  ar- 
guments, quote  them  fairly,  and  state  theiji  justly,  he  should  . 
sit  still,  and  hear  with  patience;  but  when  any  gentleman 
should  wholly  misunderstand  or  mistake  them,  he  would  air- 
ways hope  to  explain  himself,  and  answer.  In  -what  I  said 
in  a  late  debate  (continued  he)  I  did  not  say  that  I  approv- 
ed of  measures  of  starving  a  whole  people;  but  I  said,  that 
if  matters  between  us  and  the  Americans  were  come  to  that 
issue,  that  we  must  at  last  use  force,  and  perhaps  the  sword. 
Surely  those  measures  which  would  prevent  th«n  from 
being  able  to  resist,  might  prevent  us  from  coming  to  the 
harsher  measures  of  the  sword  and  bloodshed.  He  thought 
these  measures  would  bring  them  to  their  sehses,  and  to  think, 
and  would  therefore  in  the  end  prove  mercy  to  them.  This, 
I  hoped,  would  be  the  true  operation  and  effe£l  of  this  bill ; 
and,  therefore,  approving  that  operation,  I  must  disapprove 
this  motion. 

The  question  was  called  for,  and  put:  the  ayes  5S,  the  noes   • 
188  ;  and  so  the  noes  had  it. 

The  bill  read,  and  carried  to  the  lords. 

Mr.  Hartley  said,  that  a  letter  had  been  written  by  the  Earl 
of  Dartmouth  to  Governor  Golden,  of  New  York,  dated  the 
loth  of  Decernber,  1774;  as  this  letter  contained  matter  well 
worthy  the  consideration  and  attention  of  the  House,  he  should 
be  glad,  he  said^  to  have  it  laid  before  the  House,  by  way  pf  in- 
formation. ~ 

Mr.  Rjgby  G^^o&td  this;  he  said  ^4niinistration  must  al- 
ways be  understood  to  be  the  sole  judges  of  what  is  and  what 
is  not  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  Hpus?. 

Right  Hon.  T,  Toivmhend  observed y  it  was  a  very  novel  and 
extraordinary  do<Elrine  to  affirm,  that  when  a  paper  was  call- 
ed for,  and  particularly  described,  it  was  in  the  option  of  th^ 
minister  to  produce  or  withhold  it  at  his  pleasure. 

Lord  Nort^  contended  there  were  many  papers,  whidi  s^ 
mere  spirit  of  curiosity  might  prompt  men  to  call  for ;  but 
that  bare  curiosity,  in  his  opinion,  should  not  be  gratified, 

X  4  when 


314  PARLIAMENTARY  A.177J. 

their  assent  given  by  themselves  or  their  representatives ;  and  it' 
follows  therefore,  that  no  one  part  of  your  Majesty's  English 
subjects  either  can  or  ever  could  legislate  for  any  other  part. 

That  the  settlers  of  the  first  colonics,  but  especially  those  of 
the  elder  colonies  of  North  America,  as  well  as  the  conquerors 
of  this  island,  were  a  part  of  the  English  people^  in  every  rc- 
spciH:  equal  to  them,  and  possessed  of  every  right  and  privi- 
lege at  the  time  of  their  emigration,  which  the  people  of  Eng- 
land were  possessed  of,  and  irrefragably  to  .that  great  right  of 
consenting  to  the  laws  which  should  bind  them,  in  all  cases 
whatsoever,  and  who  emigrating  at  first  in  small  numbers 
when  they  might  have  been  oppressed,  suck  rights  and  privir 
leges  were  constantly  gaurarteed  by  the  crown  to  the  emi- 
grants and  conquerors,  to  be  held  and  enjoyed  by  them  in  the 
places  to  which  they  emigrated,  and  were  confirmed  by  many 
repeated  solemn  engagements  made  public  by  proclamation, 
under  the  faith  of  which  they  did  aftually  emigrate  and  conr 
quer,  and  therefore  the  people  of  England  had  no  rights, 
power,  or  privilege  to  give  to  the  emigrants,  as  these  were,  at 
the  time  of  their  emigration,  possessed  of  all  such  rights 
.equally  with  themselves. 

That  the  peers  of  England  were  possessed  of  very  eminent 
and  distinguished  privileges,  in  theii  own  rights,  as  a  branch  of 
legislature.  A  court  of  justice  in  the  dernier  resort  for  all 
*appeals  from  the  people,  and  in  the  first  instance,  for  all  causes 
instituted  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  j  but  that  it  docs 
not  appear  that  they  ever  considered  themselves  as  acting  in 
such  capacities  for  the  colonies,  the  peers  having  never  to  this 
day  heard  or  determined  the  causes  of  tlie  colonists  in  appeal^ 
in  which  it  ever  was,  and  is  their  duty,  to  serve  the  subje£b 
within  the  realm. 

That  from  what  has  been  said  it  appears,  that  the  emigrants 
could  receive  nothing  from  either  the  peers  or  the  people,  the 
former  being  unable  to  communicate  their  privileges,  and  the 
latter  on  no  more  than  equal  footing  with  themselves,  but  that 
with  the  King  it  was  far  otherwise.  The  royal  prerogative,  as 
now  annexed  to,  and  belonging  to  the  crown,  being  totally  in- 
dependent of  the  people,  who  cannot  invade,  add  to,  or  di- 
minish it ;  nor  restrain,  nor  invalidate  those  legal  grants  which 
the  prerogative  hath  a  just  right  to  give,  and  hath  very  liberally 
given  for  the  encouragement  of  colonization.  To  some  colo- 
nies it  granted  almost  all  the  royal  powers  of  government  which 
they  hold  and  enjoy  at  this  day,  but  to  none  of  them  did  it 
grant  less  than  to  the  first  conquerors  of  this  island,  in  whose 
favoui*  it  is  declared  by  a  royal  proclamation,  that  they  shall 
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have  the  same  privileges,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the 
fireeborn  subjects  of  England. 

That  to  use  the  name*  or  authority  of  Ae  people  of  the  pa- 
rent state,  to  take  away  or  render  ineffectual  the  legal  grants  of 
the  crown  to  the  colonists,  is  delusive  and  destroys  that  confi- 
dence which  the  people  have  ever  had  and  ought  to  have  of 
the  most  solemn  royal  grants  in  their  favour,  and  renders  un- 
stable and  insecure  those  very  rights  and  privileges  which 
prompted  their  emigration. 

That  your  colonists  and  your  petitioners  having  the  most 
implicit  confidence  in  the  royal  faith,  pledged  to  them  in  the 
most-  solemn  manner  by  your  predecessors,  rested  satisfied 
with  their  different  portions  of  the  royal  grants,  and  having 
been  bred  from  their  infancy  to  venerate  the  name  of  Parlia- 
ment, a  word  still  dear. to  the  heart  of  every  Briton,  and  con- 
sidered as  the  palladium  of  liberty,  and  the  great  source  fi"om 
whence  their  own  is  derived,  received  the  several  afts  of  Par- 
liament of  England  and  Great  Britain,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  trade  of  the  colonies,  as  the  salutary  precautions  of  a  pru- 
dent father  for  the  prosperity  of  a  wide  extended  family ;  and 
that  in  this,  light  we  received  them  without  a  thought  of  ques- 
tioning the  right,  the  whole  tenor  of  our  condudk  will  de- 
monstrate, for  above  one  hundred  years ;  that,  though  we  re- 
ceived these  regulations  of  trade  from  our  fellow  subjedts  of 
England  and  Great  Britain,  so  advantageous  to  us,  as  colonists, 
as  Englishmen,  and  Britons,  we  did  not  thereby  confer  on 
them  a  power  of  legislation  for  us,  far  less  of  destroying  us 
and  our  children,' by  divesting  us  of  all  rights  and  property. 

That  with  reluftance  we  have  been  drawn  fi:-om  the  prose- 
cution of  our  internal  affairs,  to  behold  with  amazement  a 
plan  almost  carried  into  execution,  for  enslaving  the  colonies  ; 
founded,  as  we  conceive,  on  a  claim  of  Parliament  to  bind  the 
ccdonists  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

Your  humble  petitioners  have  for  several  years  with  deep 
and  silent  sorrow,  lamented  this  unrestrained  exercise  of  le- 
gislative power,  still  hoping  from  the  interposition  of  their 
Sovereign,  to  avert  that  last  and  greatest  of  calamities,  that 
of  being  reduced  to  an  abjeft  state  of  slavery,  by  having  an 
'arbitrary  government  established  in  the  colonies ;  •  for  the  very 
attempting  of  which,  a  minister  of  your  predecessors  was  im- 
peached by  a  House  of  Commons. 

With  like  sorrow  do  we  find  the  popish  religion  established 
by  law,  which  by  treaty  was  only  to  be  tolerated. 

That  the  most  essential  rights  of  the  colonists  havfe  been 
invaded,  and  their  property  given  and  granted  to  your  Ma- 
jesty by  men  not  entitled  to  such  a  power. 
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That  the  murder  of  the  ccdonists  hath  been  encotiniged  by 
another  adt,  disallowing  and  annulling  their  trials  by  juries  cff 
the- vicinage;  and  that  fleets  and  anrJes  have  been  sent  to  en- 
force those  dreadful  laws. 

We  therefore,  in  this  desperate  extrdnity,  most  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  the  throne,  to  declare  to  your  Majesty,  that 
our  fellbw  subjedls  in  Great  Britain,  and  consequently  their 
representatives  the  House  of  Commons,  have  not  a  right,  as 
we  trust  we  have  shewn,  to  legislate  for  the  colonies;  and  diat 
your  petitioners,  and  the  colonists,  are  not  nor  ought  not  to  be 
bound  by  any  other  laws,  than  such  as  they  have  themselves 
assented  to,  and  not  disallowed  by  your  Majesty. 

Tour  petitioners  do  therefore  make  this  claim  and  demand, 
from  their  Sovereign,  as  guarantee  of  their  just  rights,  on  the 
faith  and  confidence  of  which  they  have  settled,  and  continue 
to  reside  in  these  distant  parts  of  the  empire,  that  no  laws  shall 
be  made  and'  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  them,  injiirious  to' 
their  rights  as  colonistr.  Englishmen,  or  Britons. 

That  your  petitioners,  folly  sensible  of  the  great  advantages 
that  have  arisen  from  the  regulations  of  trade  in  general,  prior 
to  the  year  1760,  as  well  to  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  as 
to  your  petitioners  in  particular,  and  being  anxiously  desirous 
of  encrcasing  the  good  eflfefts  of  these  laws,  as  well  as  to  re* 
move  an  obstacle,  which  is  now  in  our  government,  and  could 
not  have  existed  on  the  principles  of  our  constitution,  as  it 
hath  arisen  from  colonization;  we  do  declare  for  oundves 
and  the  good  people  of  this  island  ;  that  we  freely  consent  to 
the  operation  of  all  such  a^  of  the  British  Parliament,  as 
arc  limited  to  the  regulation  of  our  external  conmierce  only, 
and  the  sole  objects  of  which  are  the  mutual  advantage  of  ^ 
Great  Britain  and  the  colonies. 

We,  your  petitioners,  do  therefore  beseech  your  Majesty, 
that  you  will  be  pleased,  as  the  common  parent  to  your  suD-' 
jefts,  to  become  a  mediator  between  your  European  arid  Ame- 
rican subjedte,  and  to  consider  the  latter,  however  far  removed  • 
from  your  royal  presence,  as  equally  intitled  to  your  protection, 
and  the  benefits  of  the  English  constitution,  the  deprivation  of 
which  must  dissolve  that  dependence  on  the  parent  state, 
which  is  our  glory  to  acknowledge,  whilst  enjoying- those 
rights,  under  her  prote^Hon.  But  should  this  bond  of  union 
be  ever  destroyed,  and  the  colonists  reduced  to  consider  themr 
selves  as  tributaries  to  Britain,  they  must  cease  to  venerate 
her  as  an  affectionate  parent. 

We  beseech  your  Majesty  to  believe,  that  it  is  our  earnest 
prayer  to  Almighty  Providence  to  preserve  your  Majesty  in  all 
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^mppinesS)  prosperity/ and  honom*,  and  that  there  may  never 
be  wantipg  ,one  q£.  ypiu*  illustrious  line  (o  transmit  the  blesr 
sings  oif  ouE  excellent  constitution  to, the  latest. posterity,  and 
'  to  reign  ii^the  hearty  qf  a  loyal^  grateful  and  affeftionate 

Popple-        ,  . 

Fs^^d  tl^e  a^sjpml^ly  this  ;23d  day  of  December,  1774. 

March  9. 

,The  £[oi^e  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  Americaa 
affairs. 

Lord  North  moved,  that  the  chairman  be  dire£ked  to  move 
the  House  that  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  restrain  the 
trade,  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
lEania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  to  Great 
Britav;^  Ireland,  and  the  British  islands  in  the  West  Incties, 
upder  certain  conditions  and  limitations.  He  said,  as  the 
southern  provinces  had  acceded  tp  the  i^on-importation  and 
•  non-exportation  agreement,  it  would  be  a*  manifest  partiality 
not  to  make  their  punishments  the  same  as  the  northern  pro- 
vinces. 

Lord  John  Cavendish  said,  he  little  expefted  to  see  another 
bill  of  the  same  tendency  with  the  last  so  soon  make  its  ap- 
pearance. But  he  should  endeavour  to  frame  his  mind  so  as 
that  nothing  should  surprise  him. 

Sir  William  Maym  was  no  less  astonished,  as  he  understood 
from  the  noble  Lord  on.  a  former  occasion,  that  he  meant  to 
proceed  no  further,  till  it  should  be  known  what  effedt  the 
former  bill  would  have;  adding,  that  he  thought  the  present 
an  irritating  measure,  from  which  no  salutary  consequence 
could  be  expected. 

Mr.  Hqrtleyy  after  lamenting  the  fluftuating  state  of  pur 
public  councils,  observed,  that  a  few  days  since,,  nothing  was 
echoed  from  the  other  side  of  the  House  but  plans  of  conci- 
liation^ of  n^oderation,  and  concession.  In  all  probability, 
said  those  gentlemen,  thoiugh  all  the  colonies  should  not  con- 
sept  to  tax  themselves,  or  break  the  non-importation  and  non- 
exportation  agreement,  spme  of  them  certainly  will,  and  de- 
stroy the  confederacy,  the  refraftory  with  very  little  struggle, 
mu.st  submit.  Now,  what  is  the  language  ?  Drive  the  whole 
continent  of  America  intbdespairjhold  out  no  temptation  to 
the  mpderate  and  less  oflFending,  and  that  is  the  sure  way  to 
restore  peace  and  harmony,  to  recover  our  commerce,  just  on 
the  viqrg^j  of  destruftion,  and  to  reconcile  them  cordially  to 
our  govqiupent.  He  said,  he  had  been  informed  that  lands 
on  the  confines  of  Virginia  had  been  ceded  at  the  conclusion 
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of  the  late  Indian  war,  which  cession  hiid  Been  divided  intd 
22  shares;  and  that  those  shares  had  been  sold.  Not  intend*' 
ing  to  reflect  upon  the  noble  lord  [Lord  Dunmorc]  who  must 
have  had  the  principal  hand  iti  that  business,  or  upon  any 
other  person  in  particular,  he  wished  for  information  from  the 
noble  lord  [Lord  North]  whether  the  fa£ls  thus  confidently 
reported  were  true. 

Lord  North  gave  no  answer  to  the  last  query,  but  endea- 
voured to  defend  the  propriety  of  the  bill  now  moved  fiar. 
The  former  bill  was  only  against  a  part  of  America;  this  was 
agsdnst  the  remainder.  He  said,  he  did  not  recoUefb  that  he 
had  ever  said  he  would  wait  to  know  the  event  of  the  first 
bill  before  he  proposed  another.  As. the  colonies  had  come 
to  an  agreement  to  carry  on  no  trade  whatever  with  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  West  Indies,  he  was  clearly  of  opi- 
nion, tl^t  it  became  indispensably  necessary  to  restrain  their 
commerce,  and  prevent  them  from  trading  with  any  other 
country. 

Motion  agreed  to. 

March  10. 
Committee  of  supply. 
Adjourned  to  March  13. 

Jllarch  13. 
Second  restraining-bill  read  the  first  time. 

March  14. 
Nothing  material. 

March  I  J. 

George  Grcnville,  Esq.  It  has  been  frequently  urged,  and 
indeed  with  some  justice,  that  no  Parliament  ever  made  the 
provisions  equal  to  those  agreed  to  by  the  last,  for  a  system  of 
parliamentary  independence  in  this  House.     At  least  Sir,  t 
am  not  the  man  to  reprobate  it,  or  to  endeavour  to  take  Brom 
them  any  part  of  the  merit  which  they,  on  that  head,  are  so 
justly  entitled  to.  If,  however,  there  should  be  any  part  of 
that  plan  imperfeft-,  if,  from  the  exigency  of  the  time,  or  in* 
deed  from  any  other  reasons,  they  were  not  enabled  to  pursue 
that  system  to  the  utmost,  we,  their  successors,  must  feel  it  in- 
cumbent on  us  to  give  it  due  consideration,  and,  in  the  discus- 
sion of  it,  we  should  adopt  it  as  a  legacy  entrusted  to  us;  and 
we  are  well  justified  in  assenting  to  any  feasible  system,  how- 
ever weakly  the  great  arguments  for  it  may  be  urged,  however 
unequal  may  be  the  abilities  of  him  who  moves  it,  however 
light  his  authority,  however  great  his  inexpetience*    The 

evil 
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evil  of  which  we  now  complain  lies  within  a  very  short  com- 
ipass:  I  will  riot,  therefore,  detain  you  long  in  stating  it.  It 
will  ""not  be  denied  me,  that  there  are  many  situations,  in 
which  a  member  of  this  House  may  Vsrhh  to  resign  his  trust 
into  the  hands  of  those  from  whom  he  held  it.  I  know  that 
here  I  tread  on  the  most  tender  ground,  when  1  attempt  to 
define  the  relative  duties  of  constituent  and  representative, 
or  when  I  state  a  situation  in  which  we  can  be  justified,  in  re- 
fusing to  lend  our  services  to  the  public,  and  to  this  House : 
the  position,  however,  which  I  lay  down,  and  which  I  must 
prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  is,  that  there  arc 
situations  in  which,  so  far  from  adting  dishonourably  or  un- 
worthily, '  a  member  would  justly  deserve  both  these  imputa- 
tions, did  he  not  avail  himself  of  every  legal  means  of  divest- 
ing himself  of  his  trust.  Need  I,  Sir,  remind  this  House  of 
the  instances  we  daily  see,  of  the  old  members,  to  whose 
services  and  attentions  we  have  been  so  much  obliged,  ex- 
hausted in  their  attendance  on  this  House;  they  may  fed 
themselves  unequal  to  their  eager  wishes,  in  performmg  the 
duties  incumbent  on  their  station;  the  vigour  of  their  mind 
impaired,  the  strength  of  their  constitution  sacrificed  to  their 
services,  what  must  be  their  wish?  Ripe  in  yearsrand  ripe 
in  honours,  they  wish  but  for  a  few  tranquil  moments,  prepa- 
ratory for  the  grave.  A  second  situation  may  occur,  in  which 
a  member  may  wish  for  any  honourable  means  of  vacating  his 
seat;  when  called  upon  by  motives  of  interest,  conveniency, 
or  perhaps  nobler  motives,  he  may  employ  the  power  of  his 
life  in  aftive  foreign  service,  of  a  nature  which  may  not  va- 
cate his  seat  under  the  present  system.  Will  it  not,  Sir,  cm- 
bitter  those  moments,  perhaps  otherw-ise  happy,  when  he  rc- 
fleft^,  that  the  only  rfetum  which  he  can  make  to  the  kind 
partiality  of  his  constituents,  which  placerf  him  here,  is  to  de- 
prive them,  by  his  absence,  of  their  share  in  the  representa- 
tion? Allow  me.  Sir,  to  name  a  third,  which  is,  indeed,  of 
a  mtch  more  serious  nature:  let  us  suppose  a  member  posses- 
sed of  the  qualifications  requisite  for  the  seat  he  takes;  by  ac- 
cident, or  indeed  for  provision  for  a  helpless  family,  or  for  any 
other  motive  at  his  option,  he  may  be  reduced  to  part  with 
that  qualification;  scruples  of  a  conscientious  heart  may  sug- 
gest to  him  the  necessity  of  surrendering  a  seat,  to  which,  in 
my  construction  of  the  aft,  from  that  moment  he  can  have 
no  claim.  I  confess  the  case  is  not  likely  to  happen ;  but  as 
long  as  it  is  possible,  I  have  a  right  to  use  it  to  my  argument. 
Having,  Sir,  stated  these  three,  out  of  a  great  variety  of 
situations,  where  it  is  expedient  and  proper  tor  a  member  to 
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wish  to  divest  himself  of  his  trust,  I  shall,  in  a  few  words^  state 
the  only  method  which  at  present  can  be  taken  for  these 
purposes.  The  place  bill  was  originally  meant  as  the  great 
security  to  independence  in  this  House,  by  giving  to  the  elec- 
tors the  power  of  rejecting  those  who  might  appear  to  them 
to  have  accepted  employment,  on  dependent  principles.  By 
the  abuse  of  the  times,  this  has  been  long  since  perverted  to 
very  did^erent  and  unconstitutional  purposes ;  for  it  is  under 
this  bill,  that  members,  wishing  to  vacate  their  seats^^  solidt 
the  favour  of  the  minister.  As  this  is  the  first  time  that  I 
have  named  the  minister,  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  declare>  that  in 
this  motion  I  disclaim  all  personal  attack  ;  it  is  founded  on  a 
great  constitutional  line,  without  conveying  any  reproach  to 
the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  treasury ;  should  I^  there- 
fore, have  occasion  (which  I  am  persuaded  I  shall  not)  to 
quote  cases,  in  which  this  courtesy  of  the  minister  has  been 
refused,  I  shall  confine  myself  to  instances  in  a  m(»%  remote 
period.  To  remedy  this  evil,  it  is  proposed,  with  the  greatest 
deference  to  the  opinions  of  this  House,  to  enable  the  mem- 
bers to  vacate  their  seats,  by  signifying  their  wi§h  to  the 
Speaker,  under  certain  regulations.  Nor,  Sir,  is  this  idea  en- 
tirely new  5  it  is  a  part  of  the  ancient  constitution  of  this 
House,  which,  I  hope,  the  following  precedents,  extra<Eledfrom 
your  journals,  will  suilicientiy  prove. 

[iJ?  here  quoted  a  multitude  of  precedents  to  prbve^  That  ^  from 
the  year  1575  to  1609,  it  bad  been  the  invariable  pratf ice  of  Par' 
liamcnt  to  issue  new  writs  in  the  room  of  such  as  ftwv  sick^  or  m 
aclual  serviced] 

I  should  entreat  the  pardon  of  the  House,  for  detaining  them 
so  long  on  the  subjeft  of  precedents,  were  they  not  necessary 
to  shew,  that  this  motion  (if  it  succeeds)  will  only  bring  our 
parliamentary  constitution  to  its  former  system.  I  have  not 
quoted  mnny  instances  where  seats  have  bieen  vacated  by  fo- 
reign ser\'ice ;  the  reason  is  rot  from  want  of  precedents^  bat 
from  the  too  great  abundance  of  them,  which  (to  say  truth) 
almost  universally  contradict  each  other  on  the  &ce  of  your 
journals.  I  stand,  however,  in  the  judgment  of  the  House, 
who  will,  I  doubt  not,  agree  with  me,  that  in  these  two  situ-^ 
ations  the  practice  of  ancient  times  has  been  invariable.  I 
shall  only  trespass  further  on  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to 
consider  shortlv  what  mav  be  the  objections.  Tlie  first  wiU 
probably  be,  that  it  retrenches  the  prerogative  of  the  crown* 
I  will  answer  it  in  one  word,  tliat  I  know  of  no  prerogative 
which  can  dispose  so  arbitrarily  of  a  seat  in  this  House.  A  se- 
cond may,  indeed,  be  of  a  more  serious  nature :  it  may  be 

urged, 
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ui^ed)  that  we  fail,  in  oiir  duty  to  our  tonstitUeftts,  tiy  dis* 
solving  the  great  reciprocal  tie  between  tis.^  that  from  the 
moment  of  our  return  to  Parliament  we  are  the  indedted  ser^ 
vants  of  the  public*  In  answer  to  this  objection,  which'  is  in- 
deed on  verjF  delicate  and  tender  ground^  let  ,me  ask  any  ho»- 
nouralde  gentleman  who  uses  it  in  argimient,  whether  this 
consideration  ever  weighed  one  moment  wath.any  man,  who 
wished  to  vacatCf  under  the  present  system^  Ti^.oiUydiiSe- 
rencetthen  will  be,  that  we  shall  be  constitiidonaUyiuthorised 
to  adopt  a  measure,  which  at  pfesent  we  are  forced  toconced 
under  a  false  pretence,  and  by  a  mean  evasion^  and  even  this. 
Sir,  is  dealt  out  to  us  as  a  courtesy  of  government ;  and  I  ap- 
peal to  the  independent  feelings  of  many  who  hear  me,  whe- 
ther thisjConsideration  is  not  alone  a  siifficient.  reason  for  the 
present  motion.  It  may  be  urged  that  it  is  iU->timed.  Allow 
me  to  say,  that  no  time  could  be  ever  so  opportune ;  and 
this  argument  I  ground  on  the  candour  of  the  notde  lord 
opposite  to  me.  He  has,  as  I  am  informed,  (for  I  am  but 
young  in  Parliament)  declared  his  resolution  of  never  refusing 
this  courtesy  to  any  member,  of  any  party.  I  will  do  him 
justice  in  supposing,  that  he  took  that  determination  from  the 
consciousness  of  the  possible  misuse  of  the  power  lodged  in 
his  hands.  Whatever  were  his  reasons,  they  will  all  operate 
strongly  to  determine  him,  to  give  that  support  to  this  mo* 
tion,  which  I  am  sure  he  will,  from  knowing  how  much  some 
future  minister  may  misapply  this  power.  I  have  now.  Sir, 
T>nly  to  thank  !he  House  for  their  indulgence  to  me,  and  hum- 
bly to  move  you.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  en- 
able the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  issue  his  war- 
rants for  new  writs  for  members  to  serve  in  Parhament,  in  the 
room  of  such  members  as  shall  signify  to  him  their  desire  of 
vacating  their  seats^  under  certain  r egiilations« 

I  would  only  add,  that  the  regulations  would  be  only  some 
few,  which  may  be  necessary,  and  may  be  afterwards  more 
fully  discussed. 

Lord  Bulkeley  seconded  the  motion  on  the  same  principles. 

Mr.  De  Grey  opposed  the  motion  ;  said  he  did  not  approve 
of  it,  and  that  the  power  should  remain  where  it  now  is,  of 
granting  leave  to  vacate  the  seat. 

Lord  Folkestone  observed.that  tiie  present  constitution  of  va- 
cating seats  was  not  inti^rwoven  in  it,  but  had  crept  into  it  of 
late  years,  by  a  strange  perversion  of  an  a  A  of  Parliament ;  but 
that  if  even  it  had  been  of  older  date,  yet  the  time  had  made 
an  intire  difference  in  the  constitution  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons.   That  when  the  members  received  wages  from  their 

Vol.  I.  Y  constituents, 
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constitueiitit  and  the  tcrace  of  Pariiamoit  vas  a  faimbai 
people  did  not  widi  to  bear,  it  might  Inve  faecQ  my  iflm»' 

Cr  to  have  grten  diem  sich  power  of  quitting  their  tfitioii; 
t  that  at  pfcient  Che  case  was  altered*  and  ao  &r  iMm  fattiig 
•  burthen  k  was  an  honour  every  person  wished  £v»  and  .no 
aobner  was  a  ittcancy  declared  far  any  place*  but  fi&^ 
dates  were  ready  to- start. 

Mr.  Jl^.  A/(v  against  the  motion.  CHiserved  diat  i«( 
had  a  dislikie  to  dbing  any  thing  which  aitend-^  the^i 
tion  I  that  it  was  opening  a  door  which  wodU  perha|&fatiB 
iresh  innovations  \  that  m  the  vpresent  iiwtanrr  •na-oBie'-hsd' 
«iid  in  defenooof  the  motion^  that  the -ptrsont  tinit  caUod  far 
such  a  measure*  as  the  minister  had  bcsn  conqdimcatBdan 
the  readiness  with  which  he  granted  the  ChikeniihaiidRdB4 
and  as  that  was  the  case*  he  codd  sec^iiD/ives^t  neuesiily  00 
speculative  opinions,  to  adopt  a  measure  our  fa»£ithciv<  had 
never  thou^t  of.  He  declared  he  shonidlagrpc  to  the  motion 
if  it  could  be  shewn  diet  there  was  any  necessity  for  sudr  abS 
at  that  time.  ..... 

This  brought  up 

Mr.  Bayly,  He  said,  he  Jknew.  not  wihether  hft^shonld'  be 
able  to  convince  that  right  honouraUs'  geHtkman  <mho  hdd 
so  lucrative  an  office  uiider  government*  but  if  the  Hobsb 
would  inchilgc  him  with  leave  tO  lay  before  them  a  faw  plan 
iaAs,  in  which  he  himself  was  particidaiiy  conccrnodf-he-made 
no  doubt  but  many  other  gentlemen  would  see  tfaeindiapenaifak 
necessity  of  such  a  regulation  as  was  intended  by  the  present 
motion.  He  then  iniormed  the  House*  thatthouj^  he  had 
now  the  honour  of  being  representative  far.  Westfanry*  die 
place  of  his  nativity*  yet  be  had  6nt  ofiTcred  himself  a  omdir 
date  far  Abingdon*  where*  beii^  oippoaod  by  a  jgentleman.wfao 
was  sheriff  for  the  county*  he  petitioned  the  House  sminst  his 
i«turn*  as  being  from  hb  office  ineligitde)  that  :£c  seleft 
conimittee*  m  conformity  to  the  great  trust  rqpofledlan.tban^ 
declared  the  election  to  be  null  and  void ;  tha^  tfae^iiuimcBt 
the  determination  of  the  committee  was  known^  heceaabcd 
upon  ofiering  hbnself  again*  as  he  was  well  asimd.  that  .his 
interest  in  tl^  borough  was  considerably  strengthesmd- aince 
the  last  election  ^  but  before  he  set  out*  he  cdnsvdaed  imaiiy  of 
his  .friends  in  the  House*  to  know  whelbenr  he-was  ,likdly.-tt> 
meet  with  any  difficulty  in  .V9i»tingthe  seatiieaow^.pQssesBe4 
and  was  assured  by  them  all*  that  he  needbeundecooamie^ 
h^sions  on  that  score*  as  the  noble  lord  at.  the  bead  #f^dbe 
treasury  had  declared  to  the  whole  House*  cm  otben  occasiooii 
and  particularly  in  the  case  of  colonel  Luttid^that  hfriywrdiJ 
•  -r  '    :.  .nor 
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nor  ever  would  re&se  any  of  the  vacating  places  to'  any  geatie*- 
man  who  shoidd.apid/for  them,  whatever  side  <^  tl^e  House 
he  should  happen  to  be  on,  attd,  that  tUs  was  tis.  fofutant  rule 
insucb  cases.  la  full  reliance,  therefore,  on  so  amj^^  decla- 
ration, especially  firom  a  minister  who  was  so  frequently  boasc^ 
ing  of  hn  word  in.  that  House,  he  posted  away  diredly  for 
tfa^  borough,  as  no  time  was  then  to  be:lD|ii^liis  oj^kmeht 
havine  ^one  before,  and  as  soon  as  he  got  ctkere,£e  a^itied  to 
the  minister,  through  a  noblpfiiend  ortdS-in  town^for  one  of 
the  vacating  places ;  but  to  Iris  inexpressible  astoni^mient,'an 
answer  was  returned  by  the  mimster  to  his  noble  friend^  di^ 
roAly  contrary 'to  the  above  dedaration;  ^snd'as  the  letter 
containing  that  answer  was  not  to  be  ccmsidered  in  a  private, 
but  of'  a  public  and  very  interesting  nature,  he  begged  leave  to 
lay  it  before  the  House.  [j9fr.  Bayly  ibm  read  the  letter j  in 
tvhich  is  contained,  tie  following  very  extraor£nary  paragraph  : 
*f  I  have  inade  itmy  constant  rule  to  resist  every  application  of 
^^.that  iimtf  where  any  gentleman  entitled  to  ^my  friendship 
*'  would  have  been  prejudiced  by  my  compliance.  Mr.  Mayor 
**  would,  therefore,  have  just  occasion  to  complain  of  my  con- 
**  du&  towards  him,  if  I  should  make  his  case  an  exception  to 
•*.  nzy  general  ruleJ^']  Mr*  Bayly,  after  having  read  this  extra- 
mdmary  epistle,  made  no  comment  upon  it,  as  thinking  nonev 
was<  necessary ;  but  onlv  applied  it  to  the  subjeA  in  dilate, 
by  submitting  it  to  the  riotise,  whether  such  th  e^^ample  from 
such  a  minister  did  not  deariy  demonstrate  the  necessity  for 
the  relation  proposed*** 

.  Lord  North  owioed  that  hehad  wrote  that  letter,  that  if 
there  was  any'blame  in  it,  it  oiyght  to  be  thrown  on  him,  and 
hewascenstttrabkfor  it;  that  the  power  being;  vested  in  him, 
he  WQS  certainly  answerabk  for  the  abuse  of  it.  He  ihta  se^ 
verdy  cenaurea  thelord;  to^wfaom  he  had  wrote  that  letter^ 
ahd^MTi^Bayly  forjptodncing  moA  reading  it  in  the  Houses  as  a 
breach  of  comoion  decency  and  confidence ;  however,  as  there 
was- nothing  bkuneable  in,  it  he  had  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
ducing it.  '  Thai  he  had  made  it -a  rule  never  to  grant  an 

opportunity  4)fdiiiifiatiwi  to  any  person  to  oppose  his  friends. 

■'.*.■• 

*  Since  this^debatei  itefaonom^of  his  noble  4x46nd  hks  been 
much  aspersed  bytheannfaiccv  and  his  acfiieftstt^for  sufierin^ 
a  private  confidential  lcttdi(:^is^^:  arc  pleasod  to  represent  it^ 
tobftcommunicattdtbtheHoasd.  With  what  justice  these 
aspetdbnshave  been  thrown-  out  upon  a  nobleman  whose  ho- 
nour has  hitherto  been- unimpeached^  the  public  will  best  be 
ah}e^li>judgcfixK«^^a^{iennat^4x:the  letters  themselves,  which 

y  a  we 
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That  especially  in  the  present  case  he  \5ras  more  averse  to  it,  as 
at  the  general  election  Mr.  Mayor  had  the  majority  of  Votes, 

-I  -_.  -■  ■^■■- 

we  have  his  lordship's  permission  to  lay  before  them  at  full 
lengthj  as  follows : 

Hill^streeti  Tbursdaj. 
MtLordj  ' 

HAVING  this. moment  received  a  letter  frqn^  Mr.  Bayly, 
desiring  me  to  present  his  respe^ul  compliments  to  your  Iqrdr 
ship,  and  to  request  you'll  permit  him  to  vacate. Kls  seat  for 
the  borough. of  Westbuf-y,  by  immediately  granyng  him  the 
Chiltern  hundred ;  I  flatter  myself  your  lor  Jship  "wul  excuse 
my  giving  you  this  trouble. 

I  am,  my  lord, 
Tour  lordship*s  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Abingpon. 

Mr.  Bayly  is  now  contesting  afresh  the  ele£lion  at 
Abingdon,  with  his  late  opponent,  Mr.  Mayor. 

Doiunwg'Street^  March  9,  1775- 
My  Lord, 

IT  gives  me  great  concern  that  I  am  not  able  to  comply 
with  Mr.  Bayly's  request.  The  cases  have  certainly  been  "Very 
few,  in  which  I  have  excused  myself  from  granting  vacated 
offices  to  members  of  Parliament ;  but  I  have  made  it  my  con- 
stant rule  to  resist  every  application  of  that  kind,  where  any 
genHeman  entitled  to  my  friendship  would  have  been  preju- 
diced by  my  compliance.  Mr.  Mayor  would,  therefore,  have 
just  reason  to  complain  of  my  condudl^  towards  him,  if  I  should 
make  his  case  an  exception  to  my  general  rule.  I  trust  in 
your  lordship's  equity,  and  in  Mr.  Bayly's,  that  you  will  think 
me  well  justified  in  declining  to  obey  your  commands  ujpon 
this  occasion,  which  I  assure  you  I  shall  do  with  great  plea- 
sure  whenever  it  is  in  my  power. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respeft,  my  lord. 

Your  most  faithful  humble  servant. 

North. 

These  then  are  the  letters,  and  we  may  now  ask  the  reader 
what  privacy  he  finds  in  them ;  or  what  confidence  is  betrayed 
by  the  communication  ?  His  lordship  conveys  to  the  minister 
the  request  of  his  friend  ;  a  request  founded  in  reason  and 
equity,  and  authorised  by  the  minister's  own  explicit  declara- 
tion to  the  House,  in  the  most  unlimitted  terms  upon  a  simi- 
lar occasion.  The  minister,  in  direA  violation  of  all  those  sa- 
cred 
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and  was  only  rejefted  as  being  sheriff  at  the  time.  That  there 
was  all  the  reason  to  think  that  if  he  had  set  Mr.  Bayly  at  li^ 
berty,it  would  only  have  been  a  vexatious  opposition.  ITiat  he 
was  not  personally  known  to  Mr.  Mayor,  but  then  that  gen<» 
tleman  had  entitled  himself  to  his  friendship  by  shewing  him- 
self a  strenijous  supporter  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 
country,  in  concurring  with  the  present  American, measures^ 
and  denied  that  he  had  ever  made  a  promise  to  grant  the 
Qiiltern  hundreds  to  any  member  who  should  ask  for  them. 

Mr.  Fox.  He  had  doubts  how  to  vote  on  the  present  ques-» 
tion.  That  he  did  not  approve  much  the  opening  a  door  to 
innovations  in  the  constitution  \  but,  on  the  other  hand,  as 


■4>« 


.  cred  tics,  returns  a  flat  refusal  to  the  request.  Was  then  his 
lordship  under  any  particular  obligations  of  secrecy  for  a  re-- 
fusal,  specially  of  such  a  nature  ?  Was  he  bound  to  smother 
the  injustice  because  his  friend  was  to  be  the  sufferer  ?  Was 
he  not  rather  bound  by  that  regard  to  truth  and  to  the  interest 
of  his  country,  which  are  ever  predominant  in  the  breast  of  a 
good  man,  however  little  a  minister  may  feel  the  predomi- 
nance of  either,  to  lay  open  to  the  public  what  a  man  of  faith 
they  have  got  at  the  head  of  their  affiiirs,  and  what  confidence 
is  at  any  time  to  be  reposed  in  him.  Had  the  noble  lord  been 
a  person  of  a  violent  and  fe&ious  di^osition,  ever  thwarting 
the  measures  of  administration  ;  or  had  he  been  in  his  pub-» 
lie  conduft  stimulated  by  the  illiberal  spirit  of  resentment,  or 
direded  by  the  sordid  views  of  future  advancement  into  of- 
fice, the  minister  might  then  perhaps  have  wished  to  disap^ 
point  the  friend  of  such  a  man ;  though  even  in  that  case, 
his  former  declarations  ought  to  have  beeh  an  insuperably 
check  upon  him  from  proceeding  farther  than '  a  bare  wish 
only;  but  what  must  we  think  of  such  a  refusal  to  a  noble-r 
man  who  in  all  public  proceedings  has  ever  been  aftuated  by 
the  most  candid  and  disinterested  principles  ;  who  has  never/ 
been  the  dupe  of  a  party,  or  ever  reaped  or  desired  to  reap 
any  other  advantage  than  those  that  naturally  flow  from  the 
preservation  of  our  happy  constitution ;  who  never  trafficked 
with  any  man  for  parliamentary  promotion,  nor  did  ever  listen 
to  any  proposals,  however, lucrative,  made  to  him  upon  that 
subjeft;  but  voluntarily  and  unconditionally  recommending 
those  lyhose  honour  and  integrity  he  thought  he  might  rely 
Upon  v)  so  momentous  9  trust,  left  them  of  full  liberty  to 
judge  and  aA  for  themselves  in  all  matters  of  a  public  and  nar- 
tional  xoncem,  yet  such  is  the  person  whom  the  minister  has 
thou^  proper  first  to  insult  and  ^erwards  to  asperse. 

Y  3  thft 
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the^minifiter  had  shewn  90  declared  a  jttitialitjrfbr  those  who 
voted  with  him  for  American  measarciy  if'  any  thing  he  wa» 
rather  inclined  to  bring  in  the  bill.  Was  severe  on  Lord 
North's  frienddiip)  which  he  observed  he  had  ehideKl  inuthe 
present  letter,  by  odling  it  perj$ns  entitled,  to  his  friendibip. 

Mr.  Righjy  against  tte  question,  chieflj  urged  how  incoos' 
venient  it  ^i^t  be  for  the  members  to  have  a  pQurer  whenF 
ever  they  pleased  to  desert  the  service  of  the  Haiise<-*Hn- 
stanced  the  famous  secession  in  Sir  Robert  Waipole^  time, 
txii  observed,  that  if  it  had  been  in  their  power  to  hatvva* 
cated  their  seats  altogether,  it  might  have  been  attended  wMi 
the  inconvenience  of  an  almost  geiieval  eleAion;  that  if  eq 
any  popular  question  the  members  of  Lpndon  and  BiCddBem 
were  to*  vacate  at  once,  even  thi&t  might  be  attmdtd  ^wth 
great  commotion. 

Mr.  Burhe.  He  ridiculed  Mr.  Rigb/s  notion  irf^the  daor' 
ger  that  might  accrue  at  a  tnoment  of  discontenty  if  a^wlide 
party  should  resolve  at  once  to  surrender  their  aeatiy^aacl 
create  a  sort  of  general  deQion )  as  the  instant  thai  matt 
minds  were  inflamed  and  agitated,  it  would,  he  «JMd^^'be  a 
strange  and  imheard-of  revenge  Upoili  a  minister,  for  hfir  ene* 
mies  to  put  themselves  to  the  expence,  trouble,  apd  rikqneof 
new  election^  and  very  difierent  from  the  condnft  of  those 
who  made  the  secession  in  Sir  R.  Walpale*s  tim^  whrise 
standing  aloof  might  have  drawn  the  puolic  attentjori^  ami 
consequently  have  raised  an  alarm  in  the  minister. 

He  did  not  however  seem  to  run  the  whole  line  of  the  pro* 
position,  ztii.  i^eemed  to  own  the  ihconvenience  of  Idavldg  it 
to  every  man's  own  discretion  to  vacate  his  seat  when  he 
pleased :  but  thought  it  enough  to  leave  a  member  at  Ufaty, 
Concurrently  with  the  possession  of  hi$  seat,'  to  o'fieir  Umsdl 
at  any  other  place,  and  then  be  permitted  to  make  hk  chmx 
for  that  j^ace  if  he  succeeded,  just  a$  is  now  done^  and  was 
'done  by  himself  in  this  parliament,  being  chosen  lor  two 
places ;  whicl)'  mode  was,  he  seemed  to  think,  liable  to  none  of 
the  inconveniences  of  every  man's  vacating  at  his' own  di»r 
cretion ;  but  as  the  progress  of  the  InQ  a£h{tted  evei^  man 
to  offer  su^  plan  as  he  chuses  to  obviate  Ac  present  urttoKirf 
of  a  power  in  the  minister  to  give  utidue  prefejnencef  to  his  Own 
friends  and  faVourites,^  ■  he  declared  stfcmgiy  for  brii^ing  in 
the  bill,  on  the  ^principle  that  Lord  North  had  laid 'down,  as 
meaning  to  give  it  as  a  rewau'd  to  those  <mly  Irhp  "v^ttd  irith 
him  in  the  American  measures.  He  sajd  the  Hott9e  Would 
not  have  borne  at  any  time,  and  ought  not  to  bedr,  tl|^  evoy 
minister  would  dignify  his  own  measures  with  the  hoqourable 

ejnthcts 


A.  177?-  D    E    B    A    T    fi    S.  347 

epithets  of  serring  die  puUic.  He  was  as  severe  upmi|  and 
as  strongly  reprobated  tlie  Ameriean  measures  as  Lord  North 
had  apfSauded  them;  asKl  iifsisted  that-Lord  North  in  hold- 
ing that  language^  hjad  held  this  cut  as.tme  more  douceur  for 
those  irho  wquld  support  him  in  tlMt  ndnous  and  mad  career 
of  violence  that  tended  to  alienate  the  colonies* 

Sir  Ge&rge  Savi/e.  In  his  opinion  it  would  have  been  al-^ 
most  t-riminal  in  Mr.  Bayly  to  have  kept  the  letter  secret. 
He  had  no  loiowledge  of  Mr,  Bayly,  but  should  hereafter 
greatly  esteem  his  conduct  in  bringing  ^e  letter  fprward.  It 
was  ifdt  of  a  private  but  a  public  nature.  He  turned  the  ar- 
guments: used  by  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Ellis  against  them- 
selves.; 

Lord  yokn  Qivendisi,  on  the  same  si^e^  and  nearly  to  the 
same  purpose,  thought  Mr.  Bayly  could  not  dispense  with 

.  setretiing  the  letter. 
^  Mr.  jSaj/yi  to  explain.    Thought  it  his  duty,  to  mention  to 

:the  House  .these  £i6b-r-if  Lord  North  had  graht^  the  Chil- 
tern  hundreds,,  ther'e  would  hgve  been  another  member  for 
Abipgdon^ ' 

Sir.  J,  G,  Griffin  observed,  that  many  argtnnents  had  been 
used  by  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor  [Mr.  Rigby] 
not  very  fairly,  he  thought,  to  shew  the  improprieties  of  a  bill 
not  yot  existing;  and  which,  if  hereafter  fb^n^  in  the  bill 

.  itself,  might  be  Very  good  reasons,  to  ur^  fpr  not;  f»saing  Jt, 
but  would  be  none  in  the  present  case^.  should  thorefpr^  be 
for  introducing  the  biH  into  the  House,<  to.sec  if- it  could  not 

.  be  30  £ramed  as  ta  remove  the  present  inconveniences,  with* 

ot|t  iihnnring  grcaten 

Mr.  jffipMimtf  for  the  question,  but  observed  that  the  ai^« 

.  ments  of  Mr.  Rigby  were  sp  forciblci  that  unless  obviated,  he 
should  perhaps  vote  against  the  bill. ; 

Colonel  Barre^  in  a  jocular  manner,  closed  the  debate. 
He  observed^  that  tibqugh  the  noble  lord^had  refused  Mr. 
Bayly  on  his  late  application,  yet  he  durst  say  that  if  he  would 
mtp  apply  a  second  time,  the  noble  Lord  would  immediafedy 
give  him  the  Chiltemihundiiteds.}  he  would  not  have  the  mi<* 
Hority  thinkthis  htwr  would  be  alwajf^  granted  to  the  friends 

.  of  administration  and.denied  .to  them  i,  he  remembered  when 

..,  itih^d  been  granted  to  the  g^tieman  who  sat;next  the  noble 
}0f4|..[MFf  Wiedderbame]  and  yet  if  that  gentleman  was  now 

:^  apply  fbr  it,  he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be  denied  him  ^that 
as  the  not^  lord  had  declared  the  supporters  of  the  present 
Ameriean  measures  to  be  those  who  were  here  intitled  to  the 
noble  lord's  fayoursi.  he  would  propose  to  him  an  accommoda- 

Y  4  tion 
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lion  they  could  have  no  objefHon  to,  viz.  that  he  should  pve 
all.  his  valuable  places,  pensions,  &c.  to  them,  and  those  of 
little  or  no  value,  as  the  Chiltern  hundreds,  tp  the  opposition, 
-He  asked,  was  the  letter  marked  confidential?  was  it  a  private 
letter?  It  was  not.  The  letter  was  of  a  public  nature,  and 
therefore  the  honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Bayly]  was  boun4 
to  read  it. 

[In  the  course  of  the  debate  proof  was  brought,  that  in  th^ 
last  parliament  Lord  North  had  not  kept  striAly  to  the  rule  he 
xvished  to  be  understood  to  have  laid  down,  having  set  Mr. 
Herbert  at  liberty  to  oppose  Mr.  Goddard  for  the  couaty  of 
Wilts,  and  Mr.  Lemon  to  oppose  Mr.  Fraed  for  the  county  of 
Cornwall.] 

Division,  Ayes  126 — ^Noes  174. 

A  petition  of  the  clothiers  and  other  principal  Inhabitants 
of  Trowbridge,  in  the  county  of  Wilts,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  observe, 
certain  persbns,  styling  themselves  representatives  of  the  people 
of  sundry  provinces  in  America,  assembled  in  general  congres8| 
have  presented  a  petition  to  his  Majesty,  in  which  they  qnes- 
f  ion  the  authority  of  the  supreme  British  legislature  to  em& 
laws  for  raising  a  revenue  in  those  parts  of  his  Majesty's  dor 
minions ;  and  that  the  petitioners  conceive  the  openly  or  tah 
citly  giving  up,  in  this  instance,  the  authority  of  the  legislature 
of  Great  Britain  over  the  American  colonies,  would  be  not 
only  highly  derogatory  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the 
crown  and  parliament,  but  greatly  injurious  to  the  welfare  and 
trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  petitioners  cannot  be  in- 
sensible that,  if  their  fellow  subje^  in  America  are  exempted 
from  contributing,  in  such  way  as  the  British  legislature  shall 
judge  best,  and  in  some  equitable  proportion,  with  the  inha- 
bitants of  Great  Britain,  to  the  revenues  necessary  for  sup- 
porting the  dignity  of  the  crown,  the  administration  of  go- 
vernment and  justice  in,  and  the  protection  of,  the  whole  em- 
pire, such  exemption  to  them  must  occasion  the  people  here 
being  unequitably  and  top  heavily  burdened ;  and  as  the 
petitioners  apprehend,  the  disproportioned  and  heavy  sh^ure  of 
the  public  bvirdens,  which  the  inhabitants  of  this  kingdom 
have  been  hitherto  called  to  bear,  has  been  one  occasion  of 
numbers  of  different  branches  of  the  woollen  manufa£hure  al- 
ready emigrating  to  America,  so  they  are  persuaded  the  con- 
tinuance of  such  disproportion  would  be  a  means  pf  drawing- 
from  hence  to  America  yet  more  and  more  our  most  u^ef^l 
and  industrious  manufadlurers  and  meclianics,  to  a  degree^ 
which,  in  the  end,  must  be  pernicious  both  to  the  landed  and 

conmiercial 
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commercial  interest  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  therefore  praying, 
that  the  house  will  ever  assert  and  maintain  entire  the  supre- 
macy o(  the  British  legislature  over  his  Majesty's  dominions 
in  America,  and  provide  by  such  laws  and  measures  as  to  the 
House  shall  appear  best,  that  whilst  the  inhabitants  of  those 
ijominions  claim  and  expeA  countenance  and  protection  firom 
the  influence  of  the  British  government,  and  the  united  strength 
of  the  British  empire,  they  be  obliged  to  contribute  an  equit- 
s^ble  share  towards  the  honourable  support  of  that  government, 
;p4  the  means  of  providing  for  the  common  defence  and  secu- 
rity of  that  empire. 

A  petition  of  the  like  impgrt  from  Nottingham  was  pre- 
sented :  entitled,  a  petition  of  the  aldermen,  sheriff,  principal 
manufafturers,  and  inhabitants,  of  the  town  and  county  of 
the  town  of  Nottingham,  whose  names  are  thereunto  sub-* 
spribed  j  setting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  very  sincerely  la- 
ment the  unhappy  differences  which  have  already  arisen  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  her  colonies,  and  cannot,  without 
great  concern  and  abhorrence,  refleft  upon  that  seditious 
spirit,  which  hath  broken  out  with  such  violence  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Massachusetts  Buy,  particularly  in  the  town  of  Boston, 
yrhose  inhabitants,  by  their  disobedience,  have  set  at  defiance 
the  laws  and  government  of  this  kingdom ;  and  that  the  pe* 
titioners,  having  seen  the  very  ungrateful  return  made  by  the 
^ostonians,  for  the  uncommonly  mild  and  indulgent  kindness 
testified  to  them  by  the  British  senate  in  the  repeal  of  the 
Ainerican  stamp  aCt,  are  much  surprised  to  find  that  petitions 
have  been  repeatedly  urged  in  their  favour  to  the  house,  and 
in  particular  by  some  of  the  manufaChiring  hosiers  of  the  town 
of  Nottingham ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  fi"om  their  intimate; 
Jaiowledge  of  the  manufaftory  of  this  town,  well  know  that 
the  allegations  of  such  petitions  are  highly  exaggerated ;  and 
that  the  zeal  of  the  petitioners  hath  led  them  beyond  the 
bounds  of  sober  and  important  truth,  representing  calamities, 
which  have  never  yet,  nor  in  the  remotest  probability  will, 
ever  be  felt  anfi  experienced  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town  in  the  degree  stated  ;  and  that  the  petitioners,  from  the 
present  disposition  of  the  Americans,  apprehend  that  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  Great  Britain  with  her  colonies,  cannot  be 
effeftually  restored,  and  pernxanently  secured,  without  a  due 
and  proper  submission  and  obedience  to  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  this  kingdom ;  and  therefore  beseech  the  House  to 
take  such  measures  as  may  seem .  most  likely  to  secure  and 
maintain  the  supreme  authority,  honpuri  and  dignity  of  Great 

Britain, 
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Britain,  enforce  a  due  obedience  to  her  Jaws,  ind  rettm^  sub* 
ordination,  order,  and  good  govenunent  in  Axnerica. . 

This  produced  a.  thind,  petition  from  Nottinghamt  {fhefi^ 
'was  presented  February  8.  See  page  177}  entitled,  a  petition. qf 
the  tnanufa£hu-ing  hosiers  of  the  town  and  county  of  the.tpwii 
of  Nottingham,  was  presented  to  the  House,  and  read.i  re- 
newing their  application  to  the  House^  from  a  deep  seme  %i 
the  importance  of  the  £»ds  contained  in  their  former  p^ititioiii 
from  a  perfeft  Icnowledge  of  their  truth,  ^nd  apprefaeastve  of 
the  unhappy  influence  which  such  an  intervening  petition  firom 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  said  town,  entitled,  '*  ApetitJM 
.^  of  the  aldermen,  sherifis,  and  principal  manu£idurm,'a9d 
^  inhabitants  thereof,"  may  have  up(H9  the  deliberatioi^  of 
parliament  at  this  important  junAure  $   and,   knowing,  no 
greater  crime  to  their  country,  than  to  approach  their  repfc- 
^entatives  with  £dshood,  and  thereby  mislead  the  great  coii^ 
cil  of.  the  nation,  the  petitioners  bqg  leave  to  e^prom^  tb^r 
abhorrence  of  the  unjust  representaticm  of  the  manufyf^uicers 
of  this  town  and  neighbourhood, .  whid^  men,  styUng;tten- 
Sdves  its  aldermen,  principal  manufacturers,  &e^' hya^; Jiot 
been  afraid  to  present  to  the  House ;  amd  that  d^  Ibriner  pe- 
titioners do  constitute  a  very  great  majority  of  the  rc^diiflMM* 
£ai£hiFers  of  this  town,  and  the  preseDt  petltioneirs  are  tilK 
comxi)ittee  appointed  by  them  to  transaft  this  bumesi^vtbc 
distress  they  represented  in  their  former  petition  .  j$  rcstl^^luts 
already  in  some:  measure  taken  plac^  wd  they  art.  pflmafled 
must  encrcase  upon  them  every  day,  bejTQBd. their  .Mi0i|ie»' to 
support,  should  the.  presept  cessation  of  the  Nortl^Aoicri^kB 
trade  continue ;  and  the  contrary  representation  of  :]nai-  ill 
capable  of  judging  of  their  trade  or  it3  dq^endcoeies  li^^.no 
foundation  in  truth,,  not  one  fifth  oi  the  signers  of  that  pe- 
tition being  manufa£hvrers,  or  any  way  f^oRcenaed  in  th^Ncqth 
American  trade ;  and  it  is  to  obviate  the  -iippcessi^n  wbich 
such  misrepresei^tation  may  have,  to  second  the  relief  :Whi^ 
the  Hoiise  may  be  now  meditating  for  their  di^rQi$iiand  to 
contribute,  by  their  p^icular  experiences,  -  to  tha^  perfeft 
knowledge  of  the  real  atatei  of  the  manufaAory  of  tbia^own 
and  neighbourhood,  th^t  the  petitioners  earnestly  entreat  that 
they  may  be  heard,  in  proof  of  the  9everal  allegatiosots  iA;  this 
their  present  and  former  petitions* 

A  petition  of  gentlemen,  merchants,  and  traders  'in  -  the 
woollen  manufe^ory,  at  and.  near  HiKddersfidi^  i^rtbe  West 
Riding  of  the  county  of  Yorkj  was  presented,  to  the  House, 
and.  read i  setting  forth,  that  the  petitioners  nt  ywf  c«iett« 

ti^y 
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tiaUy  interested  in  the  woollen  trade  of  the  northern  parts  of 
this  kingdom,  and  particularly  in  the  narrow  cloths;  and 
fhsit  the  trade  there  has  been  good  the  last  year,  and  is  so  at 
present,  not^^ithstanding  the  difficulties  that  it  necessarily 
meets  with  from  the  conduA  of  the  Americans,  in  presuming 
to  obstruft  the  tra<te  from  thence  to  many  of  the  colonies  in 
America  y  and  that'  the  petitioners  apprdiend,  that  any  sub- 
mission to  their  unjust  and  unlawful  demands  would  be  most 
prejudicial  to  the  petit ioners^^  as  well  as  to  the  kingdom  in 
general,  as  it  would  tend  to  make  them  more  insolent,  and 
totally  to  overthrow  the  lawful  anthority  which  the  king  and 
parliamei^t  must  have  over  tH  its  donunions ;  but,  should  the 
petitkttiers  suffer  a  present  loss,  they  arc  willing  to  do  so, 
rather  than  a  jcertain  future  one,  which  must  involve  them- 
sd^TCs  jud  their  posterity,  and  consequently  the  whole  king- 
^Oflal,  in  perpettiiil  distress ;  and  therrfore  praying  the  House 
will  take  all  such  measures  as  shall  be  thought  ^dviseable,  to 
support  the  lawfrd  authority  of  this-  kingdom,  and  mafafitain 
the  just  rights  and  pr-ivikges  thereof,  in  opposition  to  all  its 
enemies  whatsoever. 

A  petition  of  the  mercl-ants,  linen-drapers,  aiid  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Belfast,  in  the 
*  Icinedom  of  Ifeli^nd^  was  also  presented  to  the  House,  and 
Ireadi  setting  fbrth,  that  the  petitioners,  with  the  deepest 
concern  for  the  unhappy  differences  which  at  present  subsist 
'  between  Great  Britain  and  hdr  American  colonies,  and  from 
an  aj^fdiension  of  the  fatal  consequences  which  may  arise 
'  from  thpA;i>ee  leave  to  set  forth,  that,  as  their  export  trade 
with  the  AinencSn  cotonies  ctm^sts  chi^y  in  the  exportation 
of  linien  makftif^k£tuf%9  bnd  that  of  white  and  brown  linens  only, 
by  the  non-it)&port2ttion  agreement  the  petitioners  are  de- 
lved of  this  dlig  only  valuable  branch  of  export  they  are  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  with  those  colonies,  and  of  which  they  al- 
red^dy  begin  to  feel  the  unhappy  eSt&s ;  and,  that  if  the  linen 
manu£i£fairc  decays^  this  kingdom  must  be  reduced  to  such  a 
state,  as,  from  want  of  employment  at  home,  to  encrease  emi- 
grations, teducfe  thSe  value  of  lands,  and  diminish  every  branch 
of  the  poor  remains  of:  the  tirade  theyienjoy;  and  that  the 
iichief  comnibQidities  t^ch  the  petitioners  have  liberty  to  impDrt 
from  America  into  this  kingdom  being  flax  seed,  lumber, 
wheat,  ^d'flbur^  should  the   non-importation  take  place^ 
they  mUft  nooeMrify  be  deprive^  of  flax  seed  to  raise  flax  to 
carry  on*  their  Ibiea  nianufadhirei  of  staves  for  casks  to  con- 
tain bur  bee^  V^^t  ^^  butter,  for  the  supply  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, his  Msnesty's  naVy,  and  the  West  India  islands ;  and  that 
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this  train  of  consequences  is  destruftive  to  the  landed  pro- 
perty, manufaftures,  and  commerce  of  this  kingdonij  and  of 
course  must  occasion  a  very  sensible  diminution  of  his  Majes- 
ty's revenues,  from  tlie  then  absolute  inability  of  the  iaha^ 
bitants  ;  and  therefore  praying  that  the  House  would  take  the 
premises  into  their  consideration,  hoping  that  some  expedient 
may  be  found  out  whereby  these  consequences  may  be  pro- 
vented,  harmony  restored,  and  established  upon  a  solid  and  per- 
manent foundation. 

All  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  whom  the  petitions 
from  the  merchants  of  London,  &c.  were  referred. 

March  16. 

The  House  in  committee  on  the  West  Lidia  planters*  pe- 
tition ;  which  was  presented  on  the  2d  of  Fel^ary  last  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Oliver ;  who  said,  the  petitioners  requested 
that  they  might  be  allowed  to  bring  evidence  in  support  of 
their  petition.     fSee  a  copy  of  the  petition^  page  138.^ 

Mr.  Glover  appeared  as  agent  for  the  petitioners^  and  ma- 
nager of  the  evidence,  in  support  of  the  petition. 

,  George  Walhery  Esq.  called  in. 

^testion.     What  is  your  situation  ? 

Ansiver,  I  am  of  Barbadoes ;  resided  there  a  great  many 
years,  and  have  been  their  agent  ever  since  I  left  the  country. 

Q^Plta:;e  to  inform  the  committee,  what  you  know  in  re- 
lation to  the  state  of  Barbadoes,  the  Lec^^ard  Islands,  and  the 
rest  of  the  sugar  colonies. 

A.  My  situation  having  been  such,  as  to  afford  me  the 
means,  I  may  be  presumed  "to  know  something  of  the  state  of 
Barbadoes,  of  the  islands  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  of  the 
sugar  colonies  in  general.  Barbadoes,  and  all  the  sugar 
islands,  are  to  be  considered  as  countries^  in  which  a  great 
manufa<^re  is  established.  It  is  a  manufaflurc  of  sugar  and 
mm.  Instead  of  being  able  to  purchase  at  market  the  raw 
materials  for  the  manufafture,  they  are  obliged  to  produce 
the  raw  materials  from  their  own  soiL  They  ingraft  the  far- 
mer upon  the  manufa£lurer ;  not  (in  the  intention  of  furnish- 
ing the  workmen  with  food,  but)  frpm  the  necessity  of  grow- 
ing the  raw  material.  Thus  the  land  and  labour  of  the  coun- 
try being  devoted  to  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar-cane,  the 
corn  and  provisions  they  raise  are  merely  accidental ;  they  are 
no  more  than  can  be  raised  without  prejudice  to  the  sqgarr 
cane.  To  the  sugar-can^  every  thing  is  sacrificed,  as  a  trifle 
to  the  principal  objeft.  In  Barbadoes,  I  doubt  whethei"  "the 
torn,  (it  is  Indian  corn  not  wheat)  and  thp.  ground  pro- 
visions 
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vi^bns;(I  mean  yains>  and  other  roots)  raised  in  the  islandi 
are  sufficient  ta  maintain  the  inhabitants  for  three  months  ; 
I  am.  certain  they  will  not  maintain  them  for  four  months, 
unless  the  four  months  be  those  in  thfe  beginning  of  the  year, 
in'  die  season  for  -ground  provisions.     The  Indian  corn  and 
ground  provisions  cannot,  •  by  comrfion  means,  t)e  preserved 
for  any  length  of  time.     I  ought  to  add  the  uncertainty  of  the 
native  produfls,.  especially  of  Indian  com  and  ground  provi- 
sions: dry  weathar  or  excess  of  wet  weather,  hurtricanes,  blast, 
vcnhinc,  frequently  diminish  or  destit)y  the  hopes  of  the  plan- 
ter.   The  last  year  exhibited  a  melancholy  example  in  Barba- 
does,  many  families  having  been  supported  by  public  contri- 
butions.    Nor  is  the  soil  in  every  plantation  capable'  of  pro- 
ducing com,  although  very  proper  for  the  sugar  cane.     As  to 
the  Leeward  islands,  they  produce  neither  com  nor  ground 
provisions  worth  mentioning,  except '  Tortola.    Tortola  was 
a  cotton  colony  ;  cotton  and  corn  are  riot  inconsistent.  Tor- 
tola  b^an  to  make  sugar  within  my  remembrance ;  and  there 
is  reason  to  believe  the  whole  country  is  not  yet  engrossed 
by  sugar-cane.     From  this  view  olF  the  sugar  colony,  in  thd 
light  df  a  manufadhure,  where  the  soil,  as  well  as  the  labour^ 
is  employed  in  the  manufafture,  it  follows  that  such  colo- 
nies must  depend,  in  proportion  to  the  extensiveness  of  the 
manufafture,  upon  other  places  for  necessary  food,  for  a£hial 
subsistence,     llie  observation  applies  to  Jamaica,  and  to  thd 
islands  under  the  Grenada  government. 

Q^From  what  places  do  the  sugar  colonies  draw  food  fof 
subsistence  ? 

A.  They  are  not  many;    Great  Britain,  Ireland,  North 
America.     From  Great  Britain,  the  sugar  colonies  receive  a 
little  salted  fish,  pilchards  from  the  west,  herrings  from  the 
north.     As  to  com,  they  receive  no  wheat  in  grain,  and  a 
mere  trifle  in  flour.     The  flour,  during  the  three  years,  froni 
1771  ta  I773>  may  be  shewn  to  have  been  under  four  quar- 
ters, upon  the  whole,  to  all  the  Westlhdics.  It  may  be  shewn 
that  the  beans  and  peas  together  da  not  exceed  thirteen  thou- 
sand quarters,  nor. the  oats  nineteen  thousand-,  and  even  this 
importation,  small  as  it  is,  is  owing  to  the  particular  circuni- 
stance  :  it  is,  that  the  Indian  com  of  North  America,  the  great 
supply  of  the  West  Indies,  soon  perishes  in  a  hot  and  moist 
climate ;  and  as  the  trade  is  carried  on  from  different  pro- 
vinces, it  is  unconnedled,  unconcerted,  dependent  upon  the  op- 
portunities, upon  the  caprices  of  individuals  ;  dependent  upon 
accidents  of  winds  and  weather :  it  is,  therefore,  in  its  na- 
ture irregular.    A  fortuitous  combination,  sometimes  increases 

7  t!b«. 
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the  irregularity  to  sucha  degree,  as  to  reduce  a  particular  ov 
lony  to  a  real,  though  temporary  distress;  Beansy  peafli»  and 
oats>  being  capable  of  a  longer  resistance  against  putrefafiioA 
than  the  Indian  com  from  North  Americaythe.raga^aikNr 
niesy  especially  the  Leeward  Islands^  who  have  the  bpirett  inv 
ternal  resources,  do  therefore  mala:  some  provisum  lathMr 
articles  against  that  temporary  distress;  so  delicately  sDraofr 
ed  akesdy  is  the  string,  which  is  now  threatened  widb  n)cl|^ 
and  unremitting  violence.  I  purposeW  forbear  other  sirtidcs 
pf  food  finom  Great  Brit»n,  intended  for  the  vat  of  peo|ife  of 
some  conditions,  hams,  cheese^  and  the  Uke}-  they  belong 
properly  to  the  general  commerce  of  Great  Britain  withsiK 
West  Indies*  I  confine  myself  at  present  to  neoessary  fcodl 
lisland  furnishes  a  large  quantity  of  salted  beef,  pork,  butter, 
and  herriiq;s,  but  no  grain.  North  America  auppties  all  the 
rest,  both  com  and  provisions.  North  America  is  tnil]^'the 
granary  of  the  West  Indies ;  from  thence  they  draw  the  gnat 
quantities  of  flour  and  biscuit  for  tlie  use  of  one  dass  of 
people^  and  of  Indian  com  for  the  support  of  all  tht  others)  for 
the  support  not  of  mm  only,  but  of  every  animal  for  the  use 
of  man,  horses,  swine,  sheep,  poultry.  North  America  also 
furnishes  the  West  Indies  with  rice.  Rice,  a  more  expensive 
diet,  and  less  capable  of  sustaining  the  body  under  h^ord  la* 
hour,  is  of  a  more  limitted  consumption,  but  is  a  necessary  in* 
dulgence  for  the  young,  the  sick,  the  weakly,  amooD^  the 
common  people  and  the  negroes.  North  America  not  only 
furnishes  the  West  Indies  with  bread,-  but  with  meat,  with 
sheep,  poultry,  and  some  live  cattle ;  but  the  demand  for 
these  is  infinitely  short  of  the  demand  for  the  salted  beef, 
pork,  and  fish.  Salted  fish  ^if  the  expression  may  be  per* 
fliitted  in  contrast  with  breaa)  is  the  meat  of  aU  the  lever 
ranks  of  people  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  islands.  It. 
is  the  meat  of  all  the  slaves  in  all  the  West  Indies.  Nor 
is  it  disdained  by  persons  of  better  condition.  The  North 
American. navigation  also  furnishes  the  sugar  cdlpnies  with 
salt  from  Turk's  Islands,  Sal,  Tortuga  and  Anguilia;  ad* 
though  these  Islands  are  themselves  a  part  of  the  West  Indies^ 
The  testimony  which  some  experience  has  enabled  me  to 
bear,  you  will  find  confirmed,  Sir,  by  ofiicial  accounts. 
The  same  accounts  will  distinguish  the  source  of  the  prin* 
cipal,.  the  great  supply  of  corn  and  provisions.  They  will 
fix  it  precisely  in  the  middle  colonies  of  North  America :  in 
those  colonies,  who  have  made  a  public  agreement  in  their 
congress,  to  withhold  all  their  supplies  after  the  tenth  of  next 
September.   How  far  that  agreement  may  be  precipitated  in 

iu 


jt«.iei(idCUtiQns  jxiay  be  maxxled,'.OF  frustratedj  it  is  fortbiB 
wis4oja%  of  ^^Ji^aaoent  torcoiisider :  but  i£tt  is  persisted  in^  { 
am  well  fomukdto  say^  that  iu)tlung  will  save  B^urbadoes  and 
tlie  iJeeward  islands  JGram  the  dreadnd  consequences  of  absoi- 
hi^kmrnc^  .  I  rqpeat the fataiine  wiU iaot  be  prevbiited.  The 
dW^sft ' wfllc^  fiiU/upon  them  suddenly;  they  will  be  oveiw 
wh«lhn(^. wdth .U9  be^we  they  can  turn  themsdves  about  to 
look  oiit  fyr  velieCr.  ^What  a  scene  i  wboi  rapine  stinivlateit 
by  hunger  has. ^rblcdn. down  all  fences^  confounded  the  rich 
iHith.  tlMS^  pQOVy  and.  levelled  the  freenah  with  his  slave  I  The 
distress  wiU  be  sudden.  -The  body  o£  the  people  .^o  aot 
IpqIl  fprward  to^.^distadt  jevents:  i£  they  should  to  thiss  they 
wiU.put  theiri^^r^st  in  the  wisdom  ctf  Fasliamentk^  Su^qpose 
tj^eoato  be  les»  confideiit  in  the  wisdom^  «yf.Farii»nent» 
thef  su'cde^tkute  of  the  means  of  pusdbasing  m^Mnoidinary 
stociB*  t  Suj^pose  them  possessed  of  .the'-means^.  a/very  extra* 
Oi?dinary?  stock  is.  not  to  be.  fiound  at  inarlcct.  '.Th^e  is  a 
piai^-r^soii  in  the  nature  o£  the  things,  whid^'  prevents  *  any 
fiOi^toraQcdiii^  Hock  at  m^ketiaikl  which  would  forbid  tl^ 
pl^aiiUcK;  i[Qm  laying  it  in»  if.  Uiere.'was.r  it  is^  thatt  the  ob* 
>64b  ^iksfi^t  peri^l^ble..  Jn  those  <;limate8  th^  flour  will  not 
}ui^h:9i¥^9  MX  or  eight  wec^:)vtfae Indian aMisdocays in 
three  fiifpacths^,  astd  sdl  the  North  Amertcans  provisions  are  fit 
«pdy^ithe.  present  us!5^  r  . 

Q..  If.  the  West  Indies  are  deprived  of  thdbn  usoal  supplier 
^i^Oi^aitd^  provisions  from- thq.  middle  ^oniea..of  North 
Ajner)$;a9,ar€  therft  no  resources  3dj.  which  the  deficiency  may 
be{Q»d^gocKl?. 

.«:A;{.vB^  ex^unine.  the  resources  I  have  heai^  menrioncd> 
Cfl^itsitfyntw  cannot  increase  thdr  exportation  of  oarm  and  ^ro- 
visions  to  .the  West  Indies;  for  she  would  increase  ascar^ 
city  at. home  already  complained  of:  notwithstanding  the  ias- 
^9&qice  she  l^ely  receives  herself^  particularly  in  wheat  and 
^i^^fr<mi/N(»th  America.  Irdand  has  other  a»arkets  to 
filfnishr  besides  thc;  Weft  Indiess  .these  markets  will  not  suffer 
thim^elTes  to^he  derived  of  th^-ftsual  share,  beyond  a  certajui 
UmiSHtcd  ^i^gfct\  adi^vee  too  limitted  to  supply  the  whole 
West  Inditconsuprntion.  The  c<>lqpies  at  thesout^iem.extre- 
jait^.'fif  Americai^.the  two  Florida«»are  not  able  to  feedtheov- 
selvjcs;  and  Georgia,  a  small  coyhtry,  is  said  to  have  acceded  to 
tfk&jcbngress*  At  the.  northern  extremity,  St.  John's  is  iti  its 
infancy..  Ffom  Nova  Scotia,,  the  West  Indies  received  some 
atoll  supplies,  •  As  to  the  s^tcd  fish  from  NewiFoimdland,  it 
ttifii^  ft0s&  New  England;  it  is  t^en  upon  the  bamks  by  the 
tfew.£oag^axid  people  chiefly  i  whic^  are  to  love  none  ti>  send  us, 
L.  unless 
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unless  the  fishery  bill  should  operate  a  submisrionj  or  have  no 
operation  at  all.     Canada,  Sir,  produces  not  Indian  com.    In 
the  hands  of  Great  Britain,  and  under  English  laws,  it  has 
exported  wheats*  but  the  quantity  is  neither  equal  to  the  dc^ 
mand  of  the  West  Indies ;  nor  is  it  prepared  for  the  West 
India  market;  but  all  these  are  expedients  for  a  distant  day; 
In  future  times,  from  all  these  courrtries,  according  to  their 
several  natures,  a  'constant  and  regular  demand  will  create  a 
constant  and  regular  supply.    It  is  impossible ;  it  is  incons^st"- 
ent  with  the  nature  of  commerce,  to  furnish  an  adequate  su^ 
ply  to  so  vast,  an  immediate,  and  an  unexpeAed  demand ;  the 
demand  and  the  supply  must  grow  up  together,  mutually  sup* 
porting  and  supported  by  each  other.     One  more  expedient 
remains;  it  is  distant  like  the  rest;  it  will  be  efieAual,but 
it  will  be  ruinous;  it  is  to  change  yoiu*  system.     We  must 
-abandon  the  manufafturar,  and  apply  tlie  land  and  labour  now 
appropriated  to  the  manufadhire  to  the  purposes  of  raising 
food,    The  undone  remnant  of  the  people,  who  shall  not 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  intermediate  famine  may  thus  pro- 
vide against  it  for  the  time  to  come.     I  flatter  myself.  Sir,  I 
have  shewn  from  a  deduction  of  fa£b>  the  dependence  of  Bar- 
badoes  and  the  Leeward  Islands  upon  North  America  for  sub- 
isistence.     I  leave  it  to  gentlemen  of  more  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  state  of  Jamaica  than  I  can  pretend  to,  to  shew  ttat 
a  relation  of  the  same  kind,  and  if  not  to  the  same  extent, 
yet  far  beyond  the  common  opinion,  subsists  between  that  great 
island  and  the  northern  continent.  As  to  Grenada  and  its  de- 
pendencies. Sir,  let  me  only  observe,  that  the  manu&cture  of 
sugar  and  rum,  and  the  cultivation  of  codee  in  those  islands, 
having  been  prosecuted  with  unremitting  ardour,  little  of 
their  labour  can  have  been  diverted  to  the  raising  of  com  and 
provisions.     Their  dependence  upon   North   America    was 
reasonable ;  and  I  may  venture  to  conclude  it  to  be  similar  to 
that  of  their  neighbours.     I  have  been  the  more  explicit  upon 
this  subject,  the  dependence  of  the  West  Indies  upon  North 
America  for  subsistence,  as  it  is  the  calamity  which  presses 
immediately,  affecting  life  as  well  as  fortune ;  it  is  a  distress 
which  your  humanity  will  conspire  with  your  interest  to  pre-  ■ 
vent ;  and  I  trust  that  the  wisdom  of  parliament  will  find 
the  means. 

Q.  What  is  the  commodity  called  lumber?  For  what  pur- 
pose used,  and  whence  procured  ? 

A.In 

*  Eighty  thousand  quarters.    This  senteace  is  not  in  the  cvh 
dence. 


A.  I77J-  DEBATES.  337 

A.  In  the  West  Indies,  they  understood  by  the  term.  Imn- 
ber  every  species  of  North  American  wood,  when  prepared  for 
the  use  of  .buildings  or  the  cooperage.  It  includes  the  dealy 
the  pine,  the  cypress,  the  Cedar,  the  white  oak,  the  red  oak, 
and  others ;  and  comes  in  the  shape  of  beams,  joists,  planks, 
boards,  shingles,  staves,  and  in  logs.  Buildings  where  great 
strength  is  required,  and  which  are  exposed  to  wind  and  wear 
ther,  demand  timber  of  a  texture  more  solid,  and  of  a  qua- 
lity less  subject  to  decay  in.  those  climates ;  it  is  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  hard-wood ;  mahogany  is  of  that  tribe.  Suchy 
as  far  as  my  experience  extends,  grows  only  between  the  tro- 
pics; the  price  is  high^  three  and  four  shillings  sterling  the 
cubic  foot;  employed  from  the  call  of  necessity,  the  con- 
sumption is  limited.  For  every  other  purpose  of  the  car- 
penter and  of  the  cooper,  it  is  the  lumber  of  North  America 
that  is  used.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  pie,  Sir,  to  spare  the  pa- 
tience of  the  committee  a  detail  of  conjeAural  calculations. 
I^  understand  that  there  is  some  official  paper  which  will  in- 
form you  precisely.  The  part  which  is  furnished  by  the 
middle  colonies  of  North  America  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
others.  Without  lumber  to  repair  the  buildings  they  run 
immediately  to  decay.  And  without  lumber  for  the  proper 
packages  for  sugar,  and  to  contain  rum,  they  cannot  be  sold 
at  market,  they  cannot  even  be  kept  at  home. 

Q.  Are  there  not  places,  besides  the  middle  colonies  of 
North  America,  from  whence  may  be  drawn  a  supply  of 
lumber,  in  some  degree  proportionate  to  the  wants  of  the 
West  Indies? 

A.  I  will  examine.  The  first  resource  may  be  in  the  co- 
lony itself:  but  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  islands  are  al- 
together destitute  of  wood.  The  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  will 
inform  you  how  unequal  their  country  is  to  its  own  demands. 
Remains  the  government  of  Grenada.  And  here  I  beg  leave 
to  state  a  faA.  Ready-made  houses  of  North  American  lum- 
ber have  been  exported  from  Barbadoes  to  the  islands  under 
the  government  of  Grenada.  These  islands  have  plenty  of 
wood  i  and  thb  wood  is  of  a  more  durable  nature  than  lum- 
ber: but  an  anxiety  for  the  staple  manufa^hu*e  superseded 
diis  consideration;  and  the  bbour.  of  the  slaves,  instead  of 
being  turned  to  the  providing  of  materials  for  the  carpen- 
Jter,  was  reserved  for  the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  cane. 

Although  the  sug^  colonies  may  find  no  resources  front 
their  soil,  they  may  nnd  it  in  their  market  at  home.  Lumber 
is  a  commodity  not  so  perishable  as  com  and  provisions. 
A  stock  of  it  tfi'Sij  be  hid  in.    Tbis  c^aioly  is  aa  expe- 
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^ictiU     It  will  be  attempted  by  the  provident  and  the  weal- 
thy;—  the  combined  description  includes  not  a  multitude 
in  any  country > — ^and  the  attempt  will  greatly  enhance  the 
price.      But  it  is  practicable  only  to  a  certain  point.      It 
must  be  confined  to  the  quantity  at  market.    If  an  unusual 
quantity  should  be  imported,  as  is  probable,   supposing  no 
sinister  events  to  prohibit,  the  planter  has  no  fund  to  pay  for 
it.     I  speak  of  the  great  body  of  planters  in  general.     They 
arc  not  able  to  provide  for  the  expences  of  two  or  more  crops 
(Nit  of  the  profits  of  one  crop.     It  is  well  if  every  crop  can 
bear  up  against  its  own  particular  load.     Sufficient  to  the 
day  is  the  evil  thereof.     Before  I  proceed  to  external  re- 
sources, I  beg  leave,  Sir,  to  repeat  what  I  have  said  before, 
upon  the  subieCl:  of  a  new  channel  for  the  supply  of  corn 
and  provisions.     I  said  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  nature 
of  commerce  to  furnish  an  adequate  supply  to  a  vast>  an  un- 
expeAed,  and  an  immediate  demand:  that  the  demand  and 
the  supply  must  grow  up  together,  mutually  supporting  and 
supported  by  each  other.     This  principle  destroys  the  pros- 
p^  of  a  timely  and  efieftual  assistance  froin  any  quarter 
whatsoever.     Not  content  with  the  operation  of  the  general 
principle,  I  will  examine  the  particular  resources.     I  will  only 
iay  of  the  two  Floridas,  that  the  population  is  feeble  in  the 
extreme.     Georgia  sends  some  lumber;  but  Georgia  is  said 
to  have  acceded  to  the  congress.     What  has  been  said  of  the 
Floridas,  with  respeft  to  population,  is  applicable  to  St  John's^ 
and  in  some  measure  to  Nova  Scotia.     Nor  does  Nova  Scotia 
export  any   materials  proper  for  casks  to  contain  rum.     In 
Canada  the  population  is  not  adequate  to  the  new  enterprize, 
without   neglec^ting  points   of  greater   importance   in   their 
system.     I  say   of  greater  importance.     Because  the  West 
Fiidia  market  is  now  open  to  them;  an  exchange  of  West 
India  commodities  is  desirable  ;  and  notwithstanding,  Canada 
eicports  riot  lumber  to  the  West  Indies.     In  truth,  there  Is 
a  mass  of  objections,  which  nothing  but  a  length  of  time  can 
overcome.     Supported  by  large  capitals,  or  long  credit,  Ca- 
nada must  first  combine   several  commercial  objefls,  so  as  to 
Rirnish  an  assortment  of  cargoes.     They  must  have  proper 
artificers  as  well  ds  people.    They  must  provide  a  navigation 
^cqual  to  the  bulky  commodity,  equal  to  it  imder  the  accumu- 
lated difficulties  of  a  great  diistahce,  and  the  dangers  and  do- 
lays  of  a  river  covered  or  choaked  with  ice  fot"  more  than 
half  the  year.     If  there  is  little  or  no  resource  to  be  found  ia 
America,  let  the  W^st  Indies,  in  search  of  lumber,  turn  thdr 
eyes  to  Europe^    I  pass  over  Gr,eat  Britain  and  Irdand^  h^ 
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cause  they  both  import  vast  qiiantities  of  lumber.  No  incon- 
isiderable  part  of  it  is  drawn  from  the  middle  colonies  of  North 
America.  But  it  Is  to  be  found  in  Europe,  of  every  sort  and 
m  every  shape.  The  demand  of  the  West  Indies  has  been 
shewn  to  be  vastj  It  will  be  immediate.  The  tenth  of  Sep^ 
tember  is  advancing  very  fast,  and  the  demand  will  be  unex- 
peftcdj  unexpedled,  in  the  opinion  of  every  person  who 
hopes  that  lenient  measures  may  be  adopted  5  unexpected,  in 
the  opinion  of  evef y  person  who,  without  reasoning  fiarthcr, 
depends  upon  the  wisdom  of  parliament  to  extricate  the 
West  Indies,  and  in  them  the  whole  empire,  from  dangei^ 
A  domestic  event,  unexpedled  in  Great  Britain,  will  not  bt 
presumed  in  foreign  countries.  Nor  Germany,  nor  Norway, 
nor  the  Baltic,  will  risk  an  extensive  operation  in  coilimercei 
Upon  the  speculative  idea  of  a  continuance  of  a  most  unnatural 
quarrel.  I  will  however  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  Germany 
provides  a  more  plentiful  stock  of  staves  j  that  Norway  and 
the  Baltick  pay  the  like  attention  to  their  dealis.  I  pray  it 
may  be  understood  that  the  freight  of  bulky  goods  trenches 
deeply  into  their  value.  The  freight  of  lumper  from  North 
America  to  the  West  Indies,  a  short  safe  passage,  is  a  moiety 
bf  the  goods  shipped.  The  double  voyage,  first  to  Great 
Britain,  and  then  to  the  West  Indies,  takes  away,  at  the 
same  rate  for  distant  and  hazardous  voyages,  an  half  of  that 
moiety,  leaving  only  a  quarter  part  to  the  original  shipper. 
At  what  an  enonnous  price  then  must  this  lumber  come  to 
the  hands  of  the  consumer  ?  By  a  suspension  of  the  afts  of 
navigation,  it  may  indeed  be  carried  to  the  West  Indies,  disi 
incumbered  of  the  intolerable  burden  of  a  double  voyage;  yet 
add  the  original  price,  much  higher  than  in  .America;  add  the 
increase  in  this  price  from  the  increase  in  the  demand  from^ 
Great  Britain,  Irelatid  and  the  West  Indies,  the  renledy  itself 
is  only  the  lesser  evil. 

Q.  What  other  species  of  commodities  from  the  middle 
colonies  are  interchanged  with  jthe  West  Indies  ? 

A.  Besides  the  absolute  dependence  of  the  West  Indies 
tipon  North  Amercia,  for  sul)sistence  and  fof  lumber,  there 
are  supplies  less  consequential,  but  very  useful,  and  even  ne- 
cessary in  some  reispeft  to  the  West  Indies,  which  are  all  for- 
nidied  by  the  confederating  colonies.  The  articles  are  train-S" 
oil  fer  the  maii^  lamps  in  the  sugar-works,  horses  fbi^  the 
saddle  and  for  draft,  tallow,  leather,  tobacco,  pitch,'  tar,  tur- 
pentine, iron,  sloop  and  boat-timbers,  and  some  others.  As 
rariiips,  I  refer  th^  to  the  head  of  the  navigation  created  by 
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-  Q.  What  xrommodities  do  the  sugar  colonies  give  in  ex- 
diange  to  North  America  ? 

A.  They  did  give  a  part  of  all  their  products  in  exchange: 
but  the  middle  colonies  have  refused  to  take  molasses,  syrups, 
jpaneels,  coffee,  and  pimento,  since  the  first  of  last  December. 
The  principal  excl^nge  is  of  sugar  and  rum.     The  sugar 
is   generally   supposed  to   amount  to  twenty-five  thousand 
bogsheads  directly,  besides  fifteen  thousand  hogsheads  in  the 
shape  of  refined  sugar  from  England.     As  to  rum,  the  de- 
|>cndence  of  all  the  islands,  except  Jamaica,  is  as  great  upon 
the  middle  colonies  of  North  America  for  the  consumption  of 
their  rum,  as  it  is  for  subsistence  and  for  lumber.     Jamaica 
sends  about  eleven  thousand  puncheons  to  London,  which 
stocks  the  market  at  the  present  price.     Lower  the  price,  the 
method  is  plain  and  easy,  the  consumption  increases  in  pro- 
portion.  Nor  will  the  revenue  suffer.   How  far  the  expedient 
m^y  save  Jamaica  in  this  momentous  article  of  their  manu- 
facture, I  leave  to  be  explained  by  gentlemen  more  intimately 
•acquainted  vi^ith  that  island.     The  nun  of  Barbadoes,  the 
Leeward  islands,  and  the  government  of  Grenada,  does  not 
-cpitie  to  England,  except  in  small  portions.     It  goes  in  part 
■jo  Ireland ;  and  all  the  rest,  the'  great  quantity,  is  distributed 
5:hiefly  amongst  the  middle  colonies  of  North  America,  agree- 
:ablf  to  the  law  of  reciprocal  exchange.     The  agreement  of 
.thosd  colonies,  which  is  to  take  place  the  tenth  of  next  .Sep- 
tember, extend^  in  words,  only  to  the  witholding  of  all  sup- 
plies.    But  it  must  effect  a  total  suspension  of  commerce. 
.ITiey  will  not  send  their  vessels  in  ballast,  to  purchase  with 
gold  and  silver  the  goods  they  have  been  accustomed  to  re- 
ceive in  exchange  for  the  products  of  their  own  soil  and  in- 
dustry.    It  is  an  idea  repugnant  to  every  priiiciple  of  com- 
jsiCTCC'i  it  is  more;  it  is  repugnant  to  the  spirit  which  now 
inflames  those  colonies.     Sir,  I  have  shewn,  I  trust,  the  abso- 
lute* dependence  of  the  sugar  colonies  upon  the  middle  colo- 
nies of  America,  in  three  essential  points ;  viz,  for  corn  and 
provisions  for  subsistence :  for  lumber  and  other  necessaries 
for  the  maintenance  of  tlieir  plantations  :  and  lastly,  for  the 
.consumption  of  their  produce  of  all  kinds,  greatly  of  sugar, 
but  principally  of  rum.     This  doctrine  of  the  dependence 
of  sugar  colonies  upon  North  America  is  confirmed  by  an  au- 
Jhority  which  will  not  be  disputed.     The.  act   of  parliament 
jpf  the  sixth  of  George  the  second,  chapter  the  thirteenth,  was 
made  upon  this  occasion.     The  British  sugatr-colonies  cos:vs> 
plained  of  the  great  increase  of  the  French  sugar-coIome% 
and  demonstrated  the  encrefise  to  have  b^eu  Qwivg  pring^aDy 
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to  the  support  which  the  French  sugar-colonies  received  firoflii 
the  middle  provinces  of  North  America,  in  exchange  for.sugiur 
jaaid  molasses.  Perhaps  it  is  beside  my  present  purpose  to 
remark  the  manner  in  which  the  administration  of  those,  dajli 
adjusted  the  great  dispute.  Sir,  they  contrived  t;o  please  both 
sides.  To  the  islands  they  gave  the  letter  of  the  law ;  and 
the  continent  they  indulged  in  the  breach  of  it.  The  h^tifi 
all  I  want.  It  shews  that  even  tlic  French  sugar-colonies  dp 
depend  in  no  small  degree  upon  North  America.  Nor  arp 
the  Danes  in  the  islandsj  nor  the  Dutch  on  the  southern  conr 
tinent,  an  exception.  Siich  is  the  force  of  that  principle,  which 
considers  a  sugar  plantation,  as  a  manufadlory  obliged  to  rais^ 
its  own  materials.  If,  in  the  course  of  events  duritig  this  un- 
happy dispute,  the  foreign  colonies  should  be  deprived  of 
their  resources  from  America,  it  is  not  my  province  to  exr 
amine  whether  the  distress  will  be  looked  upon  with  indif- 
ference :  but  it  becomes  me  to  hope,  that  Great  Britain  wjjl 
never  suffer  her  own  to  be  ruined  for  want  of  the  accustomed 
and  accessary  supplies  from  North  America. 

Q.  What  is  the  kind  of  property  in  the  West-India  islands? 
And  can  you  estimate  the  value  thereof? 

A.  The  nature  of  the  property  vested  in  the  West-Indie§ 
will  appear  by  the  estimate  of  its  value.     I  shall  calculate  in 
sterling  money  of  Great  Britain.     To  begin  with  Barbadoei^ 
It  stands  first  on  the  map.     This  island  contains  one  hundred 
and  eight  or  six  thousand  acres.     The  land  is  almost  entirely 
under  cultivation ;  but  I  will  reckon  only  upon  one  hundred 
thousand.  From  a  knowledge  of  a  multitude  of  appraisements 
made  upon  oath,  by  freeholders  of  the  vicinity,  upon  occasionir 
of  deaths,  or  of  extents  for  the  payment  of  debts :  from  many 
zCbidl  sales :  I  state  that  thirty  pounds  an  acre  is  a  reasonable 
valuation.  I  include  with  the  land  all  the  dwelling-houses  in 
the  country,  the  sugar-works  and  the  young  crops.     I  throw 
in  the  cattle,  the  plantation,  and  household  furniture.     This 
article,  the  land,  amounts  to  three  millions.    The  negroes,  by 
a  poll-tax,  in  which  •  the  whole  number  is  certainly  not  in- 
cluded, are  seventy-five  thousand ;  cheap  at  forty  pounds  eachj, 
they  make  a  second  sum  of  three  millions.  I  throw  in  the  two 
towns,  whose  rents  amount  to  forty  thousand  pounds  a  year, 
as  a  casting  weight  to  make  good  the  aggregate  sum  of  six  mil- 
lionis.     Taking  Barbadoes  as  a  standard  by  which  to  measure 
all  the  rest  of  the  sugar  colonies,  I  observe  tbat  the  sugar  ex- 
ported from  Barbadoes  to  all  parts,  at  a  medium  of  many  vears 
(it  is  a  calculation  formed  upon  the  receipts  of  the  duty  of  four 
and  an  half  per  cent.)  is  about  fifteen  thousand  common  hogs- 
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heads  n-ftsiT^.  Mow  the  sugar  imported  Into  Orc5it  Britain 
fdcmt,  from  all  the  sugar  colonies,  amounted  in  the  year  seventy-i 
'three  to  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  hogsheads,  allow- 
ing ten  hundred  weight  of  sugar  to  a  hogshead.  The  import 
irfseventy-fofur  is  more.  I  will  suppose  the  produce  of  Bar-- 
badoes  to  be  as  one  in  ten.  If  a  part  of  the  Barbadoes  sugar 
is  clayed,  if  its  muscavado  is  properest  for  common  use,  yet 
there  arc  clayed  sugars  from  other  islands ;  the  muscavado  of 
several,  especially  of  St.  Kitt's,  is  fitter  for  the  refiner.  Besides^ 
iwenty  thousand  such  hogsheads  are  deduced,  and  a  greatei' 
number  of  conunon  hogsheads,  I  mean  the  exports  to  North 
America,  are  omitted,  before  the  proportion  of  one  in  ten  is 
stated.  If  Barbadoes  yields  ginger^  cotton,  and  aloes,  the 
other  colonies  add  to  the  same  produfts,  coffee,  pimento,  and 
pther  articles.  The  capital  of  Barbadoes  then  being  six  mil-, 
lions,  ahd  its  produce  as  one  in  ten  of  the  produce  of  all  the 
West  Indies,  it  is  fair  to  conclude,  at  the  same  proportioR, 
Ae  capital  of  the  whole  to  be  sixty  millions :  a  conclusidi| 
which  amply  warrants  the  petition  in  declaring  it  to  be  up^ 
tvards  of  thirty  millions.  1  take  nothing  in  the  estimate  for 
the  value  of  the  future  encrease  of  Jamaica  and  the  new  settled 
islands. 

Q.  Can  you  make  any  estimate  of  the  value  of  West  Jndi^ 
property  owned  by  persons  who  live  in  England  ?  arid  of  the 
amount  of  the  debt  due  to  this  kingdom  fhjm  the  West- 
Indies  i 

A.  Of  the  million^  vested  in  the  West-Indies,  many  are 
the  property  of  persons  residing  in  England,  and  not  a  few 
are  united  and  consolidated  with  the  landed  property  of  this 
itingdom.  It  is  di£Bcult  to  ascertain  the  total.  I  have  endea- 
voured at  a  calculation  for  Barbadoes,  and  am  below  the  mark 

ft 

in  stating  it  at  one  million  four  hundred  thousand  pounds.  In 
the  other  islands,  for  obvious  reasons,  the  proportion  is  greater 
than  in  Barbadoes.  The  most  eminent  merchants  will  tell 
you,  that  they  have  hardly  any  body  to  correspond  with  in 
St.  Christopher^s,  except  the  overseers  of  plantations.  Re-: 
snming  Barbadoes  as  a  rule  to  measure  with,  the  proportion  is 
fourteen  millions.  It  is  a  more  difficult  and  a  less  pleasing 
task  to  investigate  the  millions  due  to  tlie  merchants  and  others 
in  this  kingdom,  upon  the  security  of  West-India  plantations. 
I  can  form  no  particular  estimate.  The  sum  in  general  is  im- 
mense. The  sugar  trade,  from  its  infancy,  by  reason  of  the 
small  capitals  of  the  first  planters,  and  the  great  cpst  of  a  sugar 
manufafture,  must  have  neen  the  creatures  of  credit.  It  was 
pfised  to  the  present  pitch  by  the  wealth  of  the  naerchant  sup- 
.  porting 
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portbig  the  industry  oF  the  planter.  Neither  is  it  necessfiry  tf> 
be  exaft  in  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  English  residoiti^ 
nor  of  the  debt  to  the  English  merchants  ana  others.  For 
the  sugar  colonies  are  really  no  other  than  a  British  mann&c* 
ture^  established  at  th^  distance  of  three  and  four  thousand 
miles  for  reasons  of  convenience.  And  the  dependence  of  this 
mantifafhire  is  the  same  as  if  it  was  situated  in  the  heart  of 
the  kingdom.  I  do  not  retra<El  the  idea  of  its  dependence  upon 
North  America.  In  such  a  case,  it  can  be  suggested  only  in 
theory,  Great  Britain  must  draw  from  North  America  the 
supplies  without  which  her  inanufadhire,  wheresoever  it  is 
tfituated,  is  incapable  of  sfubsisting.  ' 

Q.  What  are  the  advantages  of  the  sugar  cobniesto  Greak: 
Britain  ?  and  what  to  the  revenue  thereof? 

A.  i  desire,  Sir,  I  may  consider  them  as  a  British  manufac* 
ture,  whose  capital  is  sixty  millions.  The  advantage  is  ndt 
that  the  profits  all  ultimately  center  here :  it  is,  that  it  createa^ 
in  the  course  of  attainkig  those  profits,  a  commerce  and  a 
navigation,  in  which  multitudes  of  your  people,  and  millions 
of  your  money  are  employed.  It  is,  that  the  support  wfaidi 
the  sugar  colonies  receive  in  one  shape,  they  give  in  aiio* 
ther.  In  proportion  to  their  dependence  upon  North  Aas> 
rica,  and  upon  Ireland,  they  enarble  North  America  and 
Ireland  to  trade./ with  Great  Britain.  By  their  dependence 
upon  Great  Britain  for  hands  to  push  the  ctdtivation  of  dhte 
sugar-cane,  they  uphold  the  trade  of  Great  Britain  to  Africa;^ 
A  trade  which,  in  the  pursuit  of  negroes,  as  the  principal,  if 
not  the  sole  intention  of  the  adventurer,  brings  home  ivory 
and  gold  as  secondary  obje£b.  In  proportion  as  the  sugar 
colonies  consume,  or  cause  to  be  consumed  amongst  their 
neighbours,  Asiatic  commodities,  they  encrease  the  trade  of 
the  English  East  India  Company.  In  tliis  light  I  see  the  In* 
dia  goods  which  are  carried  to  the  coast  of  Guinea.  In  proi*- 
portion  as  the  West-Indies  use  the  wines  of  the  African  islands, 
and  as  they  use  the  produ<Sb  of  Europe,  so  for  they  add  to  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain  with  the  African  islands,  and  wit3l 
the  rest  of  Europe.  Without  taking  in  any  of  these  circuitou 
channels,  the  direft  exports  to  the  West-Indies  will  appear, 
by  official  accounts,  to  be  of  immense  value,'f  will  shew  the 
wealth  gradually  earned  by  the  hand  of  labour  and  of  skiQ; 

*  The  medium  of  fourteen  years  from  1756  to  1773,  is 
469^2371.     Imports  from  Africa  49,85  81. 

f  Medium  of  exports  for  fourteen  years,  from  Christmas, 
J7S^j  to  Christmas,. 1 773,  is  i>i45,73sl. 
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which  the  sugar  colonies,  are  daily  adding  to  the  national 
^tock.  I  hardhr  dare  venture  to  place  in  this .  light  the  salaries 
and  profits  ot  the  officers  appointed  by  government  for  the 
superintendence  of  the  West-Indies:  As  to  revenue,  the  nett 
receipt  I  understand  to  exceed  seven  hundred  thousand  pounds. 

Q.  In  case  the  usual  intercourse  between  North  America 
and  the  sugar  colonies,  should  be  interrupted,  what  would  be 
the  prejudice  to  Great  Britain,  and  to  the  revenue  thereof  ? 

A.  The  advantages  arising  from,  and  dependent  upon  the 
usual  intercourse,  must  cease  with  the  interruption.  I  will 
not  add,  that  the  nation  is  to  pay  in  money  to  the  foreigners^ 
the  large  sum  for  West  India  commodities,  for  which  the 
British  inahu£i£hu'es,  and  the  profits  of  a  circuitous  com- 
merce, are  how  given  in  exchange*  The  observation  would 
-be  fallacious.  The  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  West 
India  commodities,  will  surely  keep  pace  with  the  decay  of 
the  manufaAures  and  commerce  the  West  Indies  supported. 
The  revenue  will  lessen  in  proportion  to  the  diminished  con- 
sumption, nor  will  the  loss  stop  at  the  West  India  commodir 
ties.  The  revenue  from  tea,  without  the  accustomed  plenty 
of  sugar,  without  the  profits  of  the  sugar  trade,  a^id  of  the 
commerce  created  by  the  sugar  trade,  wUl  sink  into  insignifi- 
cance ;  the  interruption  will  be  felt  severely  in  every  br^ch 
of  revenue ;  for  it  will  be  felt  severely  in  every  branch  of  trade 
.which  contributes^  by  consumption  to  the  revenue  \  and  in 
trade,  as  in  the  human  body,  nothing  suffers  singly  by  itself  j 
there  is  a  consent  of  parts  in  the  system  of  both,  and  the  par^ 
tial  evil  grows  into  universal  mischief.  Of  all  the  Innnches  of 
commerce  which  will  sufier  immediately,  or  indircSly,  from 
the  interruption  of  the  usual  intercourse,  the  most  important 
is  the  navigation.  By  investigating  its  value,  we  estimate  the 
loss.  It  is  equal  to  the  bulky  products,  and  still  more  bulky 
supplies  of  a  stock  in  trade  of  sixty  millions ;  it  is  co-extensive 
with  the  commerce  created  by  that  trade,  compreheriding  the 
navigation  to  Africa,  and  making  no  inconsiderable  'part  of 
that  of  England  to  the  East  Indies,  and  to  the  rest  of  Europe, 
It  establishes,  as  it  is  asserted  in  the  petition,  a  strength, 
which  wealth  can  neither  purchase  nor  balance.  Sir,  I  will  add, 
it  is  a  strength  which  is  so  justly  a  favourite  with  the  nation, 
that  nothing  but  an  unhappy  mistake  can  deprive  it  of  the  na- 
tional protefldon  and  support. 

Mr,  Jnnes  asked,  How  many  white  people  are  there  in  Bar-* 
badoes  ? 

Question  objedted  to  ? 

Withdrew. 
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•  -Called  in.  : 

Q.  What  is  the  common  food  of  the  negroes  in  the  Lee* 
ward  Islands  ?: 

A.  In  all  the  islands  it  is  salt  fish  (as  I  s^d  before)  and 
Ihdiatn  corn.    I  cnter6d  into  thcfse  poi^ls  particularly  b^re. 

Q.' Whether  the  islands  will  not  be  supplied  equally  wdl^ 
notwithstanding  the  Newfoundland  fishery  firom  New  £iq(« 
land  should  be  stopped  ? 

,  A.  That  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  I  came  here  as  an  ein- 
dence  of  fa£ts,  which  I  hope  will  influence  the  opinions  of  thii 
tlousC)  but  not  to  obtrude  my  own.  My  opinion  is,  that 
they  will  not  have  the  usual  supply,  because  there  will  not 
be  the  usual  quantity  taken^  and  fewer  people  to  carry  it  to 

them* 

Q.  What  proportion  of  land  in  the  Leeward  Islands,  being 
applied  to  the  raising  provision,  wpuld  supply  the  negroes 
with  provisions,  on  an  estate  of  200  hogsheads,  for  instance? 

A.  The  native  produfts  of  the  islands  are  very  uncertain  | 
all  so,  but  Guinea  corn  ;  therefore  much  more  land  must  be 
applied  to  this  purpose  than  would  be  necessary  to  raise  the 
supply  for  the  regular  constant  consumption.  They  must  pro- 
vide against  accidents,  such  as  hurricanes,  excess  of  wet  we^i* 
ther,  or  of  dry  weather,  the  climate  being  very  uncertain  ;  it 
is  therefore  impie>ssible  to  answer  this. question  precisely :  but 
this'l  can  say^  that  if  they  were  obliged  to  raise  ^heir  own 
food,  that,  their  food  must  be  then  their  princij^  objeA,  and 
sugar  only  a  secondary  object  i  it  would  be  but  the  trifle, 
which  nrm6io9s  are  now. 

Q.  If  tne  planters  could  not  be  supplied  from  North  Ame- 
rica, wotdd  they  not  have  a  share'  of  fresh  provisions  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  answer  their  wants  ? 

A.  They  nyitt  have  more  than  a  share ;  they  must  have  a 
full  proportion  for  their  whole  subsistence,  and  England  can* 
not  afFofdit ;  it  would  occasion  a  scarcity  at  home. 

Q.  WfWild  not  the  merchants  here  send  out  cargoes;  of  pro- 
visions to  the  West  Indies  ? 

A.  J  answered  that  question,  and  most  of  the  others  before, 
by  obviating  them  in  my  evidence.  I  have  said,  and  repeat, 
that  Great  Britain  cannot  increase  her  exports  of  provisions 
to  the  West  Indies,  without  ii;icreasing  a  scarcity  already  com- 
plained of  at  home. 

Q.  What  quantity  of  flour  is  allowed  to  the  white  people  on 
an  estate  of  200  hogsheads  ? 

A.  Nq  re^lar  aUQwan(;e«  They  haye  rice,  biscuit,  as  they 

may 
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may  wantj  In  proportion  as  a  variety  of  things,  whicUare  vto^ 
vided  for  tikdn  by  &e  plantation,  f aAte  diort  or  abounds. 

Q.  Whether  deal  boards  would  not  do  in  the  tooni  of  starrer 
for  packing  sugar? 

•  A*  The  PortugtieiJV*pack  in  chests;  but  they  are  not  nMe 
of  deal  boards,  but*  of  ^rong  plank.  We  must  make  a  tdtal 
abi^atkm  in  our  ship^ng,  our  tradesmen,  and  many  circom- 
stances,  if  we  were  to  pack  our  sugar  in  chests. 

Q.  Whether  there  ate  not  many  packs  of  stives  shipped  to 
the  vVest  Indies  from  London,  both  for  rum  and  sugar  ? 
-  ~  A.  I  have  known  seme  f6r  sugary  but  it  has  been  focQid 
necessary  to  mix  them  with  many  new  staves  from  North  AiBfe^ 
Hca. .  Our  staves,  like  our  cloths,  weair  put  by  use;  many  of 
them  are  broken  in  the  voyage,  and  the  rest  are  seldom  fit  for 
inuch. 

Q.  I  mean  new  staves. 

A.  I  never  knew  any  sent  (supporing  the  words  to  have 
been  new  casks)  but  as  packages  £or  goods  exported  to  the 
West  Indks;  this  is  sometimes  done,  ted  th^  casks  so  made 
as  to  be  used.afrerwai-ds  for  sis^ar  and  mm;  but  this  is  done 
merely  to  save  particular  packages  for  the  goods;  nor  even  in 
that  case  is  it  always-thought  an  advafitage. 

Q.  I  mean  staves  sent  on  piupose. 

A.  t  cannot  answer  that,  but  by  saying,  I  ncvor  knew  an 
instance  of  it.  I  know  staves  are  brought-from  the  West  In- 
dies to  London,  upon  a  prospeft  of  advadit^ge;  but  I  never 
knew  them  sent  from  hence  to  the  West  liildies.  ' 

Q.  How  are  the  French  islands  supjdied  ^ith  hnnber>  breads 
flour,  &c.?  *    • 

A.  I  cannot  give  a  precise  answer  to  that  question.  I  have 
said  they  receive  great  supplies  from  North  America.  I  have 
Jnentioiied  before,  that  the  French,  Dutch,-  and  Danes,  in 
their  sugar  colonies,  depend  in  a  great  measure  on  North 
America;  but  I  do  not  know  the  particulars  precisefif. 

Q.  Whether  he  does  not  know,  that  the  French  carry  on 
ten  times  the  trade  with  North  America  that  the  English  do? 

A.  I  do  not  know  the  extent  of  the  French  trade;  I  am  not 
well  enough  acquainted  with  it,  so  as  at  this  time  to  be  aWe  to 
state  propositions.  I  have  said,  there  is  a  certain  degree  of 
dependence  of  the  French  islands  on  North  America. 

Q.  Whether,  if  the  Americans  were  prevented  froTa  trad^ 
Ing  with  the  French  islands,  it  would  be  advantageous  to 
Great  Britain? 

A.  A  speculative  opinion  is  asked;  I  speak  only  tofa£b. 

Withdrew. 
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*  y^hn  El/is,  Esq,  called  in. 
.     Q,  What  is  your  situation? 

A.  I  am  a  jplanter  of  Jamaica,  have  resided  in  that  island  at 
different  periods  from  1754  to  1773. 

Q.  Inform  ;^thc  committee  what  you  know  of  the  present 
ftate  of  Jamaica  in- general,  and  of  her  dependence  in  particular 
ion  Korth  America,  in  regard  to  the  reciprocal  exchange  di 
commodities  between  them. 

A.  The  island  of  Jamaica  being  of  great  extent,  the  s^eral 
:parts  of  which  differ  from  each  Other,  from  a  variety  of  cir- 
•icumstances  attending  their  respeftivc  situations,  it  is  impost- 
4jible  to  give  any  one  general  answer,  that  is  not  liable  to  many 
exceptions.     The  island  contains  nearly  four  million  of  acres, 
pf  which  I  compute   i6c,ooo  acres  to  be  planted  iti  sugar 
canes,  and  I  suppose  a  little  above  double  that  quantity  of  iMid 
is  kept  as*  a  necessary  appendage  to  the  sugar  estates,  and  em- 
ployed in  pasturage  and  grounds  allotted  to  the  negroes  for 
provisions,  and  \n  fru'nishing  timbers,  fire-wood,  lime,  &c.  the 
whole  of  which  makes  500,000  acres.     In  other  settlements, 
6uch   as  pimento,  cotton,   coffee,  ginger   and  pcnland  for 
breeding  cattle,  and  in  provision  plantations  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  towns,  I  reckon  as  much  more.    The  remaining 
three  million  consists  of  a  great  wilderness,  chiefly  moun- 
tainous, in  which  it  m^ty  be  presumed  there  are  many  inter- 
n>ediate*tr&As  capable  of  cultivation,  but  which  from  mfficulty 
of  access,  and  the  little  prospeft  of  profit  adequate  to  the 
^tock  requisite  for  their  settlanent,  continue  in  their  present 
3tate:  for  however  rich  any  lands  may  be  in  themselves,  yet 
if  the  circumstances  attending  their  cultivation  are  such  as  to 
render  it  probable  that  the  capital  to  be  employed .  will  not 
produce  an  adequate  retunij  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  any 
prudent  person  will  ?idventure  thereip.     In  so  large  a  traft 
the  soil  is  various,  and  adapted  to  the  produ6Hon  of  different, 
commodities  5  the  climate  and  seasons  also  differ  greatly.     On 
the  south  side,  at  the  extremities  of  the  island,  the  parishes 
of  Westmoreland  and  St.  Thomas  are  seasonable,  or  supplied 
with  refreshing  showers,  and  the  manurable  lands  are  chiefly 
employed  in  the  growth  of  the  cane.     The  intermediate  pa^ 
rishes  near  the  sea,  being  St.  David,  Port  Royal,  St.  Andrew, 
St.  Catherine,  St.  Dorothy  Vere,  and  St.  Elizabeth,  are  subjeft 
to  dry  weather,  insomuch  that  particular  spots  only  are  em-r 
ployed  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar.     The  flat  lands  are  chiefly 
appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  raising  cattle,  and  the  moun- 
tainous lands,  in  the  vicinity  of  Spanish  to\vn  and  Kingston, 
besides  producing  coffee,  ginger,  and  a  little  pimento,  afford 
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a  partial  supply  of  provisionsj  such  as  plantains^  roi>ts  and 
Indian  corn.  Tne  inland  parishes  of  the  south  side^  St.  Jc&i'^ 
St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale,  and  some  part  of  Clarendon,  being 
more  seasonable^  raise,  I  bclievej  in  plentiful  years,  a  sufficitocfy 
of  the  abovie  provisions  for  their  own  support^  and  sometimes 
jiimish  relief  to  the  neighbouring  parishes.     The  several  pa- 
rishes on  the  north  side  are  fertile^  and  in  general  seasonable  i 
excepting  on  some*  parts  of  the  sea  coast,  where  I  have  known 
the  drousht  so  excessive,  as  it  was  particularly  in  the.  year 
1770,  and  the  calls  of  distress  so  loud,  that  neither  the  back 
laiids  nor  the  neighbouring  parishes  could  afford  sufficient  re- 
lief>  and  had  it  not  been  for  supplies  from  North  America^ 
many  thousand  negroes  must  have  perished  for  want.     On 
the  wliole,  though  the  island  of  Jamiaica  has,  in  respedl  of  in- 
ternal supplies,  greatly  the  advantage  over  Barbadoes  and  the 
other  British  sugar  islands,  yet  from  the  circumstances  of 
drought  and  gusts  of  wind  which  happen  frequently,  and  arc 
particularly  dcstruftive  to  the  plantain  trees,  which  yield  the 
chief  support  of  the  negroes,  her  dependence  on  North  Ame- 
rica in  point  of  provisions,  is  very  great,  and  cannot,  I  thinks 
be  lessened  in  any  considerable  degree,  without  diminishing 
the  growth  of  the  staple  commodities  of  sugar  and  rum;  for 
besiaes  those  articles  which  chiefly  constitute  or  supply  the 
place  of  bread,  such  as  flour,  rice,  corn,  and  pease,  she  receives 
from  America  great  quantities  of  salted  fish;  which,  with  her» 
rings  from  Europe,  serve  the  negroes. as  meat.     I  confine  iny-» 
self  in  this  state  to  matters  of  mere  subsistence  for  our  n^ro 
slaves,  without  taking  into  the  estimate  the  great  quantities  of 
pork  and  other  salted  provisions  imported  from  America  for 
the  use  of  the  white  inhabitants.     In  regard  to  lumber,  for 
that  species  which  is  called  staves  and  heading,  and  of  which 
we  make  the  packages  for  our  sugar  and  rum,  the  dependence 
vlxich  Jamaica  has  on  North  America  may  be  judged  of  from 
this  circumstance.     The  island  at  present  yields  about  80,000 
hogsheads  of  sugar,  and  about  30,000  puncheons  of  rum  for 
exportation.     Now  I  am  positive  that  not  3000  of  the  casks 
necessary  to  contain  this  great  quantity  of  produce  are  made 
from  Jamaica  woodj  a  few  puncheons  indeed  are  imported 
from  Engbnd,  and  also  some  few  Hambro'  staves,  the  pun- 
cheons being  packages  of  goods  sent  out;- but  all  the  rest  we 
receive  from  the  middle  colonies  of  North  America  and  from^ 
Georgia.     With  regard  to  the  other  species  of  lumber,  sucha$ 
scantlijig,  boards,  and  shingles  for  houses,  the  diflerent  towns 
are  chiefly  built  with  these  articles  from  North  America,  as 
4re  also  the  buildings  of  most  of  the  settlements  on  the  se^ 
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coast.  The  interior  parts  of  the  country,  being  in  tKe  neigh* 
bourhood  of  large  woods,  supply  themselves  from  the  gto\nli 
of  the  country,  or  at  least  I  think  ought  so  to  do. 

To  conclude;  the  supplies  annually  imported  into  Jamaica^ 
chiefly  from  the  associated  provinces  of  North  America,  con* 
sisting  of  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  lamp  oil,  boards,  joists,  plankf 
hogshead  and  puncheon  staves,  shingles,  &c.  horses,  and  a 
great  variety  of  provisions,  such  as  flour,  Indian  corn,  biscuit^ 
beef,  pork,  salted  fish  of  diflerent  kinds,  and  rice,  amount,  by 
the  most  exa£t  calculation  I  am  able  to  make,  to  upwards  of 
150,0001.  sterling,  in  payment  of  whi^h  the  Americans  receive 
sugar,  rum,  coffee,  ginger,  and  other  articles  of  Jamaica  prOi^ 
duce.  The  North  Americans  have  of  late  years  imported  s^lso 
considerable  quantities  of  cash,  which,  with  their  cargoes, 
they  lay  out  in  the  purchase  of  the  above  articles. 

Q.  In  so  vast  a  space  as  three  millions  of  acres  of  unsettled 
land,  do  you  not  apprehend  there  are  a  great  many  tra<Els  ca- 
pable of  cultivation,  and  of  producing  provisions,  and  many 
other  articles  of  those  supplies,  which  at  present  are  furnished 
from  North  America? 

A.  Doubtless  there  are;  but  the  planter  must  necessarily^ 
and  will  irremediably  suffer  before  those  lands  can  be  prepared 
for  cultivation,  and  yield  them  a  sufiicient  supjdy.  He  will 
even  suffer  by  his  dependence  on  the  wisdom  and  interposi- 
tion of  Parliament;  not  perceiving,  till  it  is  too  late,  the  ab-' 
solute  necessity  of  converting  his  distant  lands,  if  he  has  any, 
into  provision  sfettl^mfcnts,  before  the  calamities  attending  dis- 
tress and  want  will  overtake  him.  I  speak  now  in  regard  to 
provisions  only;  a  failure  in  which  may  be  attended  with  the 
most  alarming  consequences,  from  rebellions  of  the  slaves^  As 
to  lumber,  those  plantations  which  are  situated  near  consi- 
derable trafts  of  wood-land,  may  doubtless,  at  all  times,  ob^ 
tain  a  partial  supply,  though  very  few  species  of  wood  are  fit 
for  the  purposes  of  making  staves  for  sugar  casks;  as  to  casks 
for  rum,  the  island  affords  no  proper  wood:  but  I  know  not 
how  the  other  estates  are  to  be  furnished,. except  from  Ame- 
rica. And  after  all,  supposing  the  island  had  resources  within 
herself,  and  could,  in  time,  afhially  supply  both  lumber  and 
provision  in  sufficient  quantity,  it  must  be  remembered  that 
seven-eighths  of  the  planters  are  already  deeply  in  debt  to 
Great  Britain,  and  cannot  support  the  expence  of  great  land 
carriage,'  which  must  unavoidably  attend  the  cutting  their 
own  wood,  and  bringing  it  to  their  estates;  neither  can. they 
obtain  credit  to  make  new  settlements  for  the  purposes  of  rais- 
ing provi.sions.    It  follows,  Uierefore^  and  the  faft  really  i^y 

however 
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however  fortunate  a  few  individuals  may  be  in  req>eA  to  the 
fituation  of  their  estates,  that  the  planters  in  general  cannot, 
submit  to  the  necessity  of  cutting  their  own  lumber,  and  of 
raising  greater  quantities  of  provisions  than  the  island  at  pre- 
sent affords,  without  negleAing,  in  a  proportionate  degree,  the 
staple  articles  of  sugar  and  rum;  and  I  need  not  point  out  td 
the  committee,  how  greatly  the  trade,  revenues,  and  naviga- 
tion of  this  country  will  suffer,  by  a  diminution  in  the  growth 
and  manufadhire  01  these  commodities. 

Q.  What  do  you  apprehend  will  be  the  consequence  to  Ja^ 
maica,  in  case  the  supply  of  provisions  from  North  America  is 
interrupted? 

•  A.  I  have  partly  answered  that  question  before.  Those 
plantations  which  have  not  good  provision  grounds  for  their 
negroes,  will  soon  be  in  a  starving  condition;  and  even  those 
which  have,  must  suffer  greatly;  for  the  negroes  are  a  very 
thoughtless  improvident  people :  they  do  not  look  forward  to 
provide  against  those  evils  which  too  frequently  happen;  such 
as  droughts  which  destroy  their  ground  provisions,  and  gusts 
of  wind  which  throw  down  their  plantain  trees.  Those  who 
are  in  want,  will  steal;  when  they  can  no  longer  steal,  and 
hunger  presses,  they  will  take  by  force.  What  ftirther  conse- 
quence may  arise,  I  dread  to  think  of. 

Q.  Are  there  not  places,  besides  the  middle  colonies  of 
North  America,  from  whence  may  be  drawn  a  supply  of  lunyi 
bcr? 

A.  I  apprehend  not.  Georgia,  indeed,  furnishes  at  presenty 
in  small  quantities,  scantling  and  boards  for  building, '  and 
some  few  staves.  How  far  that  province  is  capable  of  increas- 
ing the  export  of  these  articles,  I  cannot  say;  but  it  must 
surely  be  many  years  before  it  equals  that  of  all  the  confede- 
rated colonies  together.  As  to  Canada,  and  the  two  Floridas> 
the  population  at  the  extremities  of  the  continent,  is  too  feeble 
to  promise  any  great  supply  firom  thence.  The  navigation 
from  Canada  is  obstrufted  many  months  in  the  year  by  the 
ice;  but  however  this  may  be,  these  countries  do  not  afford 
any  supply  at  present;  and  I  believe  it  is  contrary  to  the 
known  principles  of  commerce,  to  expert  that  any  country 
can  yield  an  adeqilate  supply  to  a  great,  an  inmiediate,  and 
unexpected  demand. 

Q.  What  do  you  compute  the  value  6f  the  property  in  that 
island? 

A.  Twenty-pfour  millions  sterling.  I  shall  not  take  up  the. 
time  of  the  committee  by  a  long  tedious  calculation.  In  every 
wtllsqppointed  property  the  vatoe  of  negroes  constitute  a  third 
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ef  the  capitaL  By  a  well  appointed  property,  I  mean  a  pro* 
poty  where  the  master  i&  comp^ent  to  me  furnishing  it  with 
a  sufficient  stock  of  negroes  and  cattle,  and  every  necessarV 
appendage.  In  such  propqrdes,  the  value  of  negroes  coQsti- 
tttte  a  third  of  the  capital :  but  the  greater  part  of  the  pro- 
perties injrhe  island,  n*am  th($  inability  of  the  planters,  have 
not  a  due  proportion  of  negro^  and  in  such  the  value  of  thf 
segroes  does  not  ^exceed  one-fourth  of  the  capitaL  I  shall^ 
however,  ma]s:e  my  calculation  upon  a  supposition,  that  all  the 
properties  in  the  island  are  sufficiently  stocked  with  ne^ 
groes,  and  that  the  valye  of  negroes  therefore  constitute  one* 
third  part  of  the  general  capital  of,  the  island.  Now,  tfai; 
number  of  negroes  in  the  island  of  Jamaica  exceed  :zoo,ooo  | 
ho^rever,  I  shall  estimiate  them  only  at  200,000,  and  I  shafl 
value  them  only  at  the  same  rate  with  the  African  cargoes  j 
of  them  I  have  lately  seen  several  sales,  and  they  average  foe 
each  negro  from  40I.  to  45I.  but  I  will  put  them  only  at  40L 
and  I  shall  rate  tL«  negroes  of  the  island,  who  ^are  seasoned  to 
the  country,  are  civilised,  and  have  acquired  arts,  at  the  same 
value  with  the  savages  u«wly  imported  from  Africa  ;  rjooyooo 
negroes,  therefore,  at  the  rai«  of.  40L  each,  amount  to  right 
millions,  and  the  negroes  constUuting  one-diird  of  the  genfir 
ral  capital,  the  whole  capital  of  the  ii>land  amounts  to  twenty** 
four  millions. 

,  Mr.  Glover  having  finished  with  this  evidence,  some  que9^ 
tlons  were  asked  by  Mr.  Innes  relative  to  particular  articles  gf 
provision,  and  in  what  quantities  they  were  fiu*nished  to  the 
negroes  by  their  masters  \  in  answer  to  which  Mr.  Ellis  assert- 
ed, that  the  dependence  of  the  island  upon  foreign  provjsioQs 
was  so  very  great,  that  if  the  masters  did  not  attend  to,  zo^ 
supply  the  wants  of  their  slaves,  many  thousands  of  them  musf 
perish. 

Withdrew.  , 

Mr.  Glifver  summed  up  the  evidence  in  the  following  speech^ 

I  begin  with  investigating  the  general  syUem  of  [the  British^ 

empire,  not  only  in  description,  but  illustration  by  compa^ 

rison. 

Ancient  nations  were  posse^d  of  the  widest  dominion^  not 
with  commercial  helps.  To  be  brief,  I  shall  confine  the  en- 
quiry to  one,  to  the  Roioans  in  their  ages  of  purity.  CultU 
vadon  of  thrir  soil,  rude  manu£(&ure  just  adequate  ta  Apir 
necessities,  severity  of  msmncr^f  superiority  in  martial  disci^ 
pUne,  enthusiasm  for  the  very  name  of  Rome,  and  th^-dukf 
^  decorum  pro  pahia  mori  made  them  masters  of  the  worUL 
^ar  was  oonduAed  vatk  Sttkexpence^  and  the  weightiest 
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ztws  in  the  most  skilful  hands  prevaQeScL  Commerce  flou-» 
risiied  among  others^  whose  affluence  submitted  to  the  steel 
of  Rome. 

What  is  the  system  now  ?    All  oyer  Europe  the  ^ame  wea^ 
pons,  the  same  discipline,  the  same  military  arts  are  in  prac-*' 
tice ;  war  is  attended  with  a  profusion  of  expence^;  and  the 
deepest  purse  is  the  best  assurance  of  success.    Hence  the  en^ 
couragement  ^of  manufa£hu'e  and  trade  is  the  pursuit  of  every 
nation  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  except  two;  who  derive 
die  treasure,  which  Europe  vrants,  from  distant  mines,  with  a 
£icility,  enervating  their  own  indusby,  while  the  rest  are  ex- 
erting theirs,  each  for  a  share  in  that  wealth,  which  the  other 
two  introduce,  and  can  only  be  obtained  through  the  com^ 
mercial  channel.     By  this,  Holland,  with  a  territory  insitifi- 
cient  to  nourish,  her  inhabitants,  hath  in  her  day  stood  forth 
ia  bulwark  against  tyranny  and  superstition.     An  artificial 
strength,  created  by  commerce,  enabled  her  to  make  head^ 
with  numerous  fleets  and  armies,  against  powers  inunensely 
her  superiors  in  natural  force.     Above  all  in  commercial  arts 
and  advantage  is  Great  Britain^    Vet  piurse,  kept  full  by  her 
credit,  the  resource  of  a  trading  nation,  an  annual  expenditure 
at  least  of  ^sixteen  to  eightc«ai  millions  recently  supported  so 
long,  so  extensive,  and  so  vigorous  a  war.     Had  her  purse 
been  scanty,  she  never  would  have  seen  a  navy,  which  bore 
Ettle  short  of  ninety  thousand  men,  could  never  have  engaged 
a  potent  ally,  nor  furnished  such  troops,  as  adled  so  efficiently") 
and  at  the  same  time  in  such  different  parts  of  the  globe. 
Hence  it  is  evident  her  system  is  commercial  j  her  strength 
and  resources  are  wholly  derived  from  trade.  I  allow,  the  first 
interest  in  rank  among  us  is  the  landed,  but  interwoven  altoge- 
ther with  trade.    Pay  no  Regard  to  a  dodhrine  from  me,  but 
pay  all  to  the  supreme  authority  of  the  clearest  luminary  this 
country  ever  produced,  the  great  Mr.  Locke.    His  words  are 
these  "  The  decays  that  come  upon,  and  bring  to  ruin  any 
country,  do  constantly  first  fall  upon  the  land ;  and  though  the 
country  gentleman  is  not  very  forward  to  think  so,  yet  this 
nevertheless  is  an  undoubted  truth,  that  he  is  more  concerned 
in  trade,  and  ought  to  take  a  greater  care  that  it  be  well  ma- 
naged and  preserved,  than  even  the  merchant  himself.** 

On  the  firm  ground  of  such  authority  let  enquiry  be  made^ 
whether  we  should  not  remain  content  with  the  lot  assimed 
US,  which  hath  raised  us  so  high  among  the  modem  iiations^ 
where  all  are  in  rivalry  for  manufa£hure  and  tradie ;  whether 
we  should  degrade  our  refinements  by  a  parallel  with  an  unpo- 
lished and  rugged  race  of  old;  and  coqtamini^te  the  delicacy  of 
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modem  sensations  with  thos^  primitive' and  stern  principles; 
which,  imposed  such  a  yoke  r  on  -mankind  as  the  rnajestas  popuH 
Rrnndni:  or  whethisP)  confinmg^our  speculations^  to  the  placid 
sphere  of  enjoyments  with  more  quiet,  and  leas  hazard,  than 
the  restless  pursuits  of  their  ^bition,  we  should  not.havjein 
contemplation  upon  all  extraordinary  convulsions,  how  bx 
the  means  of  those  enjoyments  may  be  affe^d,  that  influx  of 
wealth,  the  creature  of  coifkmerce,  which  solely  constitutes  out 
envied  power  and  rank  in  the  present  world.  .^ 

To  elucidate  by  fadb  a  system  so  essential  to  Qur  being*,  youf 
petitioners  have  appeared  at  this  trcQiqi^^Qu^..  crisis ;  w}ien 
Great  Britain  and  America,  th^  parent  ^d  the  child,  wit^ 
equal  irritation  are  menacing  at  least,  what  barely  in  words^ 
what  barely  in  thought,  is  horror-^-to  unsheathe  the*  sword  of 
parricide,  and  sever  the  d^^arest  ties  of  consanguinity,  of  mu^ 
tual  aids,  and  general  prosperity. 

Your  petitioners  preferred  but  one  supplication  to  the  All- 
mercifiil  Being  5  their  own  reason  suggested  no  other,  than  to 
be  heard  by  you.  He  hath  inclined  you  to  hear,  truth  ena- 
bles us  to  speak.  Truth  in  its  natiu-e  is  healing,  and  pro« 
duAive  of  refiedtion :  reflection  leads  to  composure  of  mind« 
and  strengthens  in  our  breasts  a  hope,  that  an  hour  may  comej 
when  this  humble  application  may  not  be  found  altogether  in- 
efieAual^:  if  too,  for  that  auspicious  purpose,  it  may  prove  my 
good  fortune  so  to  colleA  and  combine  the  various  evidence 
n*om  your  bar,  and  from  the  copied  records  of  office  upon 
your  table,  as  to  establish  a  system  of  the  whole,  and  found  that 
whole  upon  truth;  whose  efficacy  upon  the  mind  I  have  de- 
scribed before,  and  with  some  fervour  of  hope  anticipate 
now. 

Here,  Sir,  I  entreat  your  acceptance  of  a  clew. through  the. 
seeming  labyrinth  of  accounts.  The  ways  indeed  are  all  un- 
adorned, but  the  least  perplexed  of  any  to  a  little  attention  *^ 
and  to  make  them  short  shall  be  mine. 

You  have  before  you  official  accounts  of  the  exports  from 
England  to  the  West  Indies,  firom  Christmas  17391  to  Christ- 
jtpas  1773.  Of  these  thirty-four  years  the  first  seventeen}  end- 
ing at  Christmas^  '75^9  form  a  period,  which  closes  in  the 
first  year  of  "the.  last  war;  the  whole  value  exceeds  twelve 
millions,  and  gives  an  annual  medium  of  more  than  7oo,oooL 
The  la3<.pct*)d  of.^€a).teen  years  ends  at  Christmas,  I7lf3> 
and  renders  ft  tot^if^eaore  than  nineteen  millions,  and,  more 
thaa  i,io9,00ol.'  at  the  fimnual  medium.  I  only  Observe  in 
^3m  pl^i:ibjit  tb^ jocrcss^  of  the  latter  upon  the  former  is 
-L Vol.'  I. '  A  a  in 
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in  the  prOfKiiticm  of  eleren  to  tefen  \  and  of  the  value  in  bodi 
two  thirds  are  Britbb  goods,  sid  one  third  only  fbrdgB. 

A  second  set  of  accoonts  ooBt»n  the  exports  to  Nordi* 
America.  The  first  seventeen  years  yidd  more  than  atven* 
leea  millions  in  the  whole,  and  than  one  million  at  the  an- 
Bual  medium.  The  last  period^renders  more  than  forty  mil* 
fions  in  the  whok)  and  largely  more  than  1j300|OOoL  at  the 
annual  medium  \  an  increase  upon  the  former  in  a  proportion 
of  twenty-three  to  ten,  with  a  value  in  both  of  three  fourtht 
British  goods  10  one  fourth  foreign. 

The  third  account  relates  to  Africa,  whose  cosmierce  with 
England  owes  its  isxistence  to  her  colonies.  The  first  seven* 
teen  years  reach  nearly  to  three  millions,  and  to  an  annual 
inedium  somefthitig  short  of  i8o,oooi.  the  last  seventeen  jetaet 
nearly  to  ^ht  millions,  and  an  annual  medium  of  47o,oooL  aii 
increase  upon  the  first  in  a  proportion  of  fcMty-seven  to  e^^ 
teen,  with  a  valfie  in  each  of  two-thirds  British  goods  to  one 
third  foreign. 

On  this  augmentation  of  exports  to  your  colonies,  irrefrar* 
gable  proof  is  founded,  that  through  whatever  channels  riches 
have  flowed  among  them,  that  influx  hath  made  a  passage  from 
them  to  the  Mother  Country,  and  in  the  most  wholesome 
ni6de  ;  not  like  the  dash  of  an  oriental  torrent,  but  in  sahn 
hrious,  various,  placid,  and  copious  streams,  refreshing  and 
augmenting  sober  industry  by  additional  employment  to  thou- 
sands, and  ten  d%6us^nds  of  families,  and  Ifghtening  the  bar- 
den  up6fi  rents,  by  reducing  the  contribution  of  parishes  to 
poverty  unemployed. 

But  this  requires  a  further- explanation.  The  date  of  the 
last  period  is  the  commencenient  of  the  last  war.  The  expet»* 
diturei'of  publit  money  was  one  source.of  wealth  to  the  West 
Indies.  That  temporary  acquisition  being  soon  exhausted,  by 
its  return  to  England,  sufficient  sumS)  were  procured  upon  cre- 
dit after  the  peace,  to  cultivate  new  land  and  im[»ove  the  olds 
^ill  further  enlarging  the  consumption  of  (mr  commodities 
there  and  in  Africa,  that  from  the  yeaf  of  the  peace  to  Christ- 
mas, 1 773»  the  impoit  of  sug^r  only  to  Eng^d,  who  without 
her  West-Indies  must>  purchase  that  immense  article  from  fo- 
i^igners,  hath  risen  from  130,000  to  170,000  hogshead^  aH 
augmentatibn  ih  value  of  8oo,oool. 

'  The  pObHc  expenditure,  being  much  larger  in  Noitk  Ani6^' 
rica/ produced  a  {M*oportionate  efieft  on  the  constenption  of 
our  manufaAiares  thiH>ugh  that  oominent.  Thla  money  J^ 
tui^Md  froai4ts  pei^gt^l^ion  to  thelfoOiorGptqi^^  IQ^ 
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or  1 765  at  the  furthest.    But,  as  the  West  Indies  had  a  suc- 
cedaneum,  so  had  North  America  through  a  new  opening  of 
trade,  which  converted  the  misfortune  of  England  into  a  bles-- 
sing.     Though  I  am  convinced,  that  the  same  number  of 
hands  at  least  is  devoted  to  agriculture  here,  and  that  the 
earth  at  a  medium  of  years  hath  yielded  the  same  increase ;  as^ 
trie  have  been  disposed  to  consume  it  all  among  ourselves,  or 
as  our  presumption  may  impute  the  scarcity  to  Providence, 
restraining  the  fertility  of  our  soil  for  ten  years  past,  in  either 
case  we  could  not  spare,  as  heretofore,  our  grain  to  the  fo^ 
rcigner  i  a  reduftion  in  our  exports  one  year  with  another  of 
more  than  6oo,oool.    The  American  subjeft  took'  place  of 
the  British  in  markets  we  could  no  longer  supply,  extended 
their  vent  from  season  to  season,  and  from  port  to  port,  and 
by  a  circuition  of  fresh  money,  thus  acquired  by  themselves, 
added  fresh  numbers  to  your  manufa^hires,  the  rents  of  land 
increasing  at  the  same  time,  till  the  amount  of  exports  to 
North  America  for  the  last  three  years,  ending  at  Christmas 
1773,  stand  upon  your  papers  at  ten  millions  and  a  half,  or 
three  millions  and  a  half  at  the  annual  medium;  add  1,300,0001. 
the  medium  of  the  same  three  years  for  the  "West  Indies,  and 
700,oooL  for  Africa,  and  the  total  value  of  exports  to  the  co- 
lonics, nearly  in  a  jH^oportion  of  three  fourths  British  to  one 
iburth  foreign  goods,  is  five  millions  and  a  half  at  the  medium 
itf* these  three  years,  ending  at  Christmas,  1773-    A  slight 
matter  this  to  the  great  question  before  you,  says  the  general 
voice  without  doors,  and  readily  admitted  without  the  cere- 
mony of  proof.    This  I  mention  by  way  of  preparation  to  in-" 
troduce  the  most  material  account  of  all ;  which  will  demon- 
strate, that  the  magnitude  of  five  millions  and  a  half,  ex- 
ported in  the  colony  branches,  the  West  Indian,  North  Ame- 
rican, and  African,  is  not  to  be  considered  as  an  objeA  so  strik- 
ing in  itself,  as  in  comparison  with  the  whole  export  of  Eng-' 
land  to  all  countries  whatsoever.    The  annual  medium  for 
twelve  years  back  stands  on  these  papers  at  less  than  fifteen 
millions  $  but  as  I  have  limited  the  colony  branch  to  1771,  7, 
and  3, 1  shall  take  the  general  exports  during  that  period, 
which  renders  a  medium  df  fixteen  millions.    What  part  is 
the  Colony  branch?  Five  and  a  half  is  rather  more,  than  a 
third.    Does  the  magnitude  appear  in  a  stronger  light  by  the 
cmn|K(rifibh  ?   Or  hath  it  been  admitted  in  mis  view,  before 
it  Wals  sMiki  ?  Be  it  so.     I  have  something  behind,  perhaps 
eisb^gk  for  the' keenest  appetite  of  admissioh  to  digest. 

*  Sir,  one '^art  of  our  exports  to  foreigners  is  supplied  by  co- 
UfOf  predo^f  tdbacco,  rice,  stigar,  &c.  through  Great  Britain, 
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fyr  a  million  sterling  at  a  low  estimation*  Add  two  millions 
morei  exported  of  all  kinds  from  England  to  her  principal  co* 
i^ny,  Ireland,  and  both  to  the  former  five  millions  and  a  half; 
your  whole  colony  branch  will  then  exc^d  the  half  of  your 
whole  export  in  the  proportion  of  eight  and  a  half  to  six- 
teen. 

.  Thanks  to  the  care  and  foreca«»t  of  our  forefathers  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  years  since.  In  the  circle  of  ancient  trade, 
narrow  in  comparison  with  the  modern,  the  great  trading 
Sttates,  Carthage  pre-eminent  to  all,  suffered  but  little  frodi 
rivalship.  All  in  Europe  are  our  rivals,  all  devoted  to  manu- 
fiiAure  and  traffic,  as  capital  pursuits  of  policy :  while  we, 
struggling  with  such  competition,  have  in  some  instances  al- 
ready experienced  its  hurtful  effe£b,  and  must  prepare  for 
more ;  we  had  always  one  (^onsolation  left,  that  our  colony 
U^de,  kept  to  ourselves  by  old  and  salutary  regulations,  hath 
been  augmenting  from  period  to  period,  till  at  present  it  con- 
stitutes more  than  half  of  the  whole,  with  a  prosped  of  &r-> 
ther  growth,  rather  than  diminytion,  imless  we  create  oui^ 
own  rivals. 

One  more  observation  remains,  of  all  the  most  important, 
so  far  as  safety  to  a  state  is  a  consideration  above  all  othprs. 
Of  this  trade,  the  part  which  depends  on  the  associated  pro- 
vinces, contributes  in  naval  stores,  in  other  low  priced  smd 
bulky  commodities  more  to  the  British  marine,  than  triple 
the  present  exports  in  commodities  of  such  higher  value,  and 
if  shipped  so  largely  in  foreign  bottoms  to  the  foreign  market. 
Such  was  your  situation. 

Upon  the  present  question  I  will  not  take  that  larger  half 
before-mentioned  for  my  ground.  I  will  deduA  the  two  mil- 
lions to  Ireland,  and  the  odd  500,0001.  frirnished  to  provinces 
not  of  the  combination,  though  they  did  not  receive  more 
than  400,000!.  in  value,  at  the  medium  of  these  three  last 
years  j  when  there  will  remain  six  millions  out  of  the  eight 
and  a  half :  Nay,  I  will  further  reduce  the  six  by  nearly 
700,0001.  to  remove  all  suspicion  of  exaggeration,  and  to  make 
an  exad  third  of  the  sixteen ;  and  which  is  the  part  inmie- 
diatcly  affefted  by  the  association  in  North  America. 

From  this  ground  see  wlijat  is  put  in  hazard ;  not  merdy  a 
monied  profit,  but  our  bulwark  of  defence,  our  power  in  of- 
fence, the  arts  and  industry  of  our  nation.  Instead  of  thou- 
sands and  ten  thousands  of  families  in  comfort,  a  navigatioii 
extensive  and  enlarging,  the  value  and  rents  of  land  yeariy 
rising,  wealth  abounding,  and  at  hand  for  further  improye>* 
ments,  s^e,  or  foresee,  that  this  third  of  our  wholt  commerdCt 

that 
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that  sole  basis  of  our  empirei  and  this  third  in  itself  the  best* 
once  lost,  carries  with  it  a  proportion  of  our  national  faculties, 
our  treasure,  our  public  revenue,  and  the  value  of  land,  suc- 
ceeded in  its  fall  by  a  multiplication  of  taxes  to  reinstate  that 
revenue,  an  encreasing  burden  on  every  decreasing  estate,  de- 
creasing by  the  reduced  demand  of  its  produce  for  the  support 
of  manufefture  and  manufafturers,  and  menaced  with  a  hea- 
vier calamity  still,  the  diminution  of  our  marine,  of  our  sea- 
men, of  our  general  population,  by  the  emigrations  of  useful 
subjefts,  strengthening  that  very  country,  you  wish  to  humble^ 
and  weakening  this  in  the  sight  of  rival  powers,  who  wish  to 
humble  us. 

ttavine  been  hitherto  merely  general,  I  must  now  descend 
to  a  detail,  but  of  parts  so  large,  that  each  is  separately  big 
with  sufficient  evils  to  draw  the  utmost  stretch  of  your  atten- 
tipn.     I  begin  with  those  which  threaten  the  West  Indies.  - 

To  recapitulate  the  heads  of  that  material  evidence,  deli^ 
vered  by  Mr.  Walker  and  Mr.  Ejlis,  would  be  tedious  in  me, 
unnecessary  in  itself.  Leaving  it  therefore  to  its  own  power- 
ful impression,  I  here  add  only,  in  a  general  mode  of  my  own, 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  islands  above  four  hundred 
thousand  are  blacks ;  from  whose  labours  the  immense  riches 
there,  so  distinftly  proved  at  your  bar,  are  derived,  with  such 
immense  advantage  to  these  kingdoms.  How  far  these  mul- 
titudes, if  their  intercourse  with  North  America  is  stopped, 
may  be  exposed  to  famine,  you  have  heard.  One  half  in 
Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward  islands,  say  one  hundred  thou- 
sand negroes,  in  value  at  least  four  millions  sterlirlg,  possi- 
bly, it  grieves  me  to  say  probably,  may  perish.  The  remain- 
.der  must  divert  to  provisions  the  culture  of  the  produce  so 
valuable  to  Great  Britain.  The  same  must  be  the  praftice  in 
•great  part  throughout  Jamaica,  and  the  new  settled  acquisi- 
tions. They  may  feel  a  distress  just  short  of  destruftion,  but 
must  divert  for  subsistence  so  much  labour  as,  in  proportion, 
will  shorten  their  rich  produft.  In  fa£l,  why  should  they  raise 
the  latter,  if  lumber  should  be  wanting  for  its  package  to 
Great  Britain  ?  How  vague,  how  uncertain,  how  nearly  im^ 
prafldcable  would  be  a  supply  of  these  necessaries  through  any 
tiew  channel,  I  need  not  repeat ;  but  shall  close  this  head 
with  anothdr  short  general  state,  in  confirmation  of  Mr. 
Walker's  most  accurate  detail.  The  gross  amount  of  imports, 
at  an  annual  medium,  from  these  now  unfortunate  islands, 
exceeds  four  millions  ^  190,000  casks  of  sagar  and  rum,  besides 
nlany  other  articles,  the1)ulky  loading  for  such  a  multitude  of 
vessels,  more  than  authorise  i^y  assertion.  Qf  these  annuat 
four  millions,  the  exchequer  receives  its  proportiott^\S\t,TaNv. 

Aa  3  5gx^^ 
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.gator  and  merchant  Iheirs;  the  rest  centers,  with  the  planter: 
and  how  distributed  by  him  ?  In  the  purchase  of  i  j3oo,oooL  in 
our  exports  dire^^  and  the  largest  part  of  700,000!.  more  in 
prcuition  through  Africa  for  a  constant  supply  of  negroes. 
What  is  left)  considerable  as  it  may  be  amoi^  residents  here, 
is  2Lpfiied  to  home  consumption ;  not  with  a  sparing  hand,  and 
40  investments,  upholding  the  price  of  land  and  the  credit  of 
public  funds.  At  the  same  time  they  are  furnishing  com- 
jDodities  to  us  of  such  necessary  use,  which  else  must  be  paid 
'  for  to  foreigners,  and  with  a  superfluity  for  fpreign  consump- 
tion likewise  i  I  avoid  comparison,  but  judge  from  this  state 
how  valiiable  a  subjeft  is  the  planter.  All  these  benefits,  the. 
^bealthy  progeny  of  aftive  trade,  all  or  part  must  sleep  as  in  a 
jirave,  during  a  total  or  partial  stagnation. 

Upon  .the  North  American  imports  I  shall  only  remark,  that 
the  most  considerable  part  of  their  bulky  productions  is  bought 
Jby  the  foreigner,  and  of  the  amoiint  consumed  in  Great 
^Britain,  the  exchequer  hath  a  capital  share.  .  Nor  will  I  take 
North  America  for  a  companion  in  my  present  melancholy 
Walk,  because  she  may  prove  the  only  gainer,  and  as  the  C(nx^ 
munity  become  more  sound  and  healthy,  while  every  other 
member  of  the  empire  lies  bleeding.  But  my  heart  bleeds 
when,  renewing  my  gloomy  progress,  I  turn  a  view  towards 
4>ne  kingdom,  a  great  member,  which  may  unhappily  be  dis- 
.tinguished  above  all  sufferers  in  the  present  conjonChure  j.  I 
fgiean  the  kingdom  of  Scotland:  and  among  my  honouraUe 
iearers,  they  whose  particular  attention  I  may  now  engage,bave 
^o  cause  to  dpubt  the  sincerity  of  my  feelings.  I  have  taken 
equal  pains  with  the  accounts  of  exports  fix)m  that  kingdom,  as 
from  tiiis.  The  papers  I  could  colleft  began  at  Christmas  1748,. 
and  end  at  Christmas  1772,  with  two  years  wanting;  acircum- 
stance,however,which  will  not  in  the  least  impede  me  in  illustrat- 
ing the  progress  and  improvement  of  the  North  British  .trade. 
A  first  period  shews  an  annual  medium  of  about  50o,oooL 
In  a  second  it  rises  to  86o,oqoI.  In  a  third  to  1,150,01001. 
And  in  the  last  for  1770,  1771,  and  1772,  to  1,700,000!. 
of  which  about  400,000!.  is  colony  export,  exclusive  of  Irel^d, 
and  the  far  greater  part  to  the  tobacco  provinces,  where  many 
of  my  most  worthy  friends  have  a  property  lying  much  larger 
than  I  chuse  to  conjefture,  To  this  I  add  2  known  export*  of 
linen  exceeding  2oo,oool.  supplied  to  England  for  American 
use.  The  whold  may  be  little  short  of  700,0001.  but  calling 
it  six,  I  ask,  if  Scotland  can  well  endure  a  stagnation  of  such  a 
value  for  twelve  months  to  come?  Whether  their  export  to 
Irel?md  of  3  to  4oo>oool.  will  be  dffe&s^i  and  how  {^  aiugra«« 
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cion,  of  bite  80  prevalent,  may  be  extended  bf  (tk  pveKOt^  of 
n  new  calamity,  I  wUl  not  forbode.  Sir,  1  feel'^ir,  those 
feelings  forbid  me  to  expatiate  further— r*^  ohiMe  to  drop  the 
fobjefb— dbserving  only,  that  the  colony  expctft  from  Scotland 
is  to  their  whole  much  in  the  same  proportion  with  ours  j  [ 
will  now  pas  over  to  Ireland. 

That  kingdom  takes  from  England  and  Scotland  little  shoA 
bf  1,400,0001.  annually  in  goods.  How  doth  :she  pay  foir 
them?  A  large  part  in  Unen  and  yam,  the  remainder  in  casb^ 
acquired  by  her  foreign  traffic  In  the  printed  report  to  this 
House,  from  their  linen  committee,  it  appears,  that  in  1771  thfc 
•linen  made  and  brought  to  market  for  sale  in  that  kingdom^ 
for  its  own  use  and  ours,  amounted  to  2,tj^o,oooL  and  the 
yam  exported  to  about  2oo,oool.  This  immense  Value,  the 
employment  of  such  numbers,  hath  its  source  in  North  Amdt- 
rica.  The  flax-seed  from  thence,  not  worth  40,0001.  a  trifle 
to  that  continents  forms  the  basb  of  Ireland,  and  reverts  large- 
ly in  manufaAure  from  her  to  the  original  seat  of  growth.  In 
reply,  what  is  the  cry  of  my  magnanimous  countrymen  witlv> 
out  doors?  Dignity*!  Supremacy!  The  evil  hour  is  advancing, 
not  yet  come  ;  no  soon^  come,  than  felt:  it  may  produce  a 
discovery  too  late,  that  high-sounding  words  imply  no  food  to 
the  hungry,  no  raiment  to  the  naked ;  and  these  throughout  our 
^mjMre  may  amount  to  millions  in  number. — But  new  channels 
of  supply  shall  be  found ;  our  potency  can  surmount  all  jii&f 
culties.  It  is  full  time  to  begin  the  essay  in  Ireland,  lest,  diu^ 
ing  the  experiment,  emigration  so  constant  theret  should 
change  to  depopulation  in  the  Protestant  quarters. 

I  now  return  to  England,  not  a  member,  but  the  head.  Het* 
sorrows  I  will  leave  to  the  contemplati«^n  of  that  si:q>erior  cbs^ 
which  must  be  the  ultimate  and  permanent  sufierer.  The  sage 
Mr.  Locke  would  tell  the  country  gentleman,  that  his  visible 
property  must  rej^acethe  loss  of  public  revenue;  that  he  must 
provide  for  a  nation  of  hungry  and  naked,  or  sink  into  utter 
debility  and  despondency ;  when  the  sim  rises  no  more  on  this 
once  flourishing  island,  but  to  seethe  deserticm  orinhaMtants, 
and  a  wretched  remnant  wandering  i^iclad  and  u|ifed  iH  I^- 
inentation  over  a  wilderness. 

I  have  mentioned  the  revenue,  and  shalt  now  be  very  covkf 
<ise  upon  that  head :  deducting  bounties  and  drawb^b,  the 
fieat  receipts  at  the  exdiequer  from  duties  and  eiicise  on  We* 
India  produftions  I  venture-  to  set  at  moreth^  700,000!.  and 
^pnotlier  receipt  in  the  North  American  branch,  at  just  so  much 
f^  with  the  tonner,  tt^y  render  a  totd  of  one  ipillion.  To 
fhfft  mAOHpit  ihe  puUic  revenue  i3  imoiediateiy  c<mcerned. 

A  a  4  Consequential 
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-CoiiBequeiitial  loss,  for  instance,  in  the  greatartick  of  tea,  fir 
want  of  the  usual  supply  of  sugar,  or  in  any  other  articles,  I  do 
not  dwell  ppon  here,  Init  leave  to  refieflion. 

Thus  far.  Sir,  I  hope  that  I  have  proved  what  ¥ras  yoir  . 
situation,  h«|q>y.  in  receiving  from  your  colonies  all  the  possible 
advantage  attainable  in  the  nature  of  things.     Could  our  fore- 
£ither;^,  the  atithors  of  such  a  system,  which,  exclusive  of  fb- 
rdgn:profit,  could  bring  the  numerous  subjects  of  the  same 
state  in  such  dispersed  habitations  over  the  earth,  thousands 
4nd  thousands  of  miles  asunder,  to  a  concurrence  in  the  extir^ 
.pation  of  idleness,  in  promoting  the  comfort,  and  calling  forth 
the  faculties  of  eath  other.     Could  those  venerable  founders 
j>f  a  stru^hu-e  so  stupendously  great  arise,  and  seeing  it  brought 
•tO'Sjach  perfection  by  time  and  ex[>erience,  yet  find  it  within 
.the  last  ten  years  so  roughly  handled  in  a  confiiA  "with  finance 
what  looks  would  they  cast  on  their  blinded  posterity,  almost 
the  whole  British  people,  who,  on  every  start  of  pecuniary  ccMi- 
tribqtion  from  America,  have,  under  three  administrations, 
.been  open  mouthed,  and  are  still  for  American  taxation  ?  Let 
.the  three  administrations  have  all  the  justification  of  defenJ&t 
pumerusy  junQaque  umhone  phalagetiSp     But  I,  an  unconneAed 
man,  firmly  pr^ounce,  that  the  consenting  voice  of  all  man- 
kind cannot  make  two  and  two,  more  or  less  than  four  ;  that 
the  Vox  Populi  is  not  always  the  Vox  Deiy  and  among  us,  upon 
Jihe  present  subjecVy  resembles  the  popular  cry  in  old  Jerusalem 
of.  Crucify !  <>ucify  ! 

.  Ye^,  Sir,  I  likewise  sincerely  wish  that  the  gloomy  asped  I 
have  given  to  our  future  situation  may  be  all  nugatory,  all  mis- 
repre^ntatioQ  unintended,  but  not  therefore  less  the  result  of 
error  and  blindness,  Hitherto  I  have  looked  on  one  side  of 
^e  question  otdy  ;  permit  me  now  to  contemplate  the;,  other. 

It  is  the  general  acceptation,  that  the  associated  provinces 
submit,  in  consequence  of  the  measures  taken.  The  measures 
I  allude  to  are  public  faA^  ;  and,  with  some  relief  to  my  own 
dejection,  I  apply  them  to  introduce  another  fadt  incontestible 
and  brilliant,  whereon  I  gladly  dwell  for  a  while :  it  is  a  suljefik 
Qf  praise,  rcyjyiring  but  few  words,  because  it  is  true.  I  have 
named  the  Romans ;  we  have  among  us  a  select  body,  whofu 
\  compare  with  them,  as  their  equsds  at  any  the  most  distin- 
gvushed  epoch  of  their  martial,  science  and  prowess.  ]  iritt 
Dot  bazaid  a  panegyric.  The  grateful  sensations  qf  ^  our 
memories  retain  the  illustrious  and  recent  achieyements  of 
the  British  military  by  land  and  sea,  with  ^  warpith  which 
would  render  the  most  elaborate  encomiun)  spiritless  and  cold. 
But  themselves,  lettered  gentlemen  of  England,  and  versed  i;i 

history. 
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Kistory,  will  allow,  that  the  peculiar  superiority  derived  from 
discipline,  possessed  by  them  in  its  highest  excellence,  is  but 
the  cffeft  of  human  art ;  that  there  are  left  at  large  in  human 
nature  certain  sparks,  whose  occasional  concurrence  produces 
operations  not  to  be  circumscribed  or  controuled  by  art  or 
power,  and  hath  caused  such  wonderful  vicissitudes,  recorded 
m  times  past,  but,  I  hope,  will  make  no  part  of  our  future  an- 
nals ;  I  allude  to  that  violent  agitation  of  the  soul,  enthusiasm* 
Such  vicissitudes,  not  to  be  shunned  by  art  or  power,  merit 
the  most  attention  when  most  is  set  upon  a  cast. 

Many  without  doors  have  treated  the  existence  of  this  un- 
controlable  spirit  as  imaginary.  I  did  not  reason  with  those 
who  either  feel  no  enthusiasm  for  any  thing  serious,  or  retain 
just  so  much  as  may  be  requisite  in  the  eager  pursuit  of  divert 
sions,  pleasures  or  profit.  I  would  have  accompanied  others 
more  speculative  through  their  several  gradations  of  hope,  still 
disappointed,  and  still  reviving,  but  for  one  observation,  whii:h 
I  have  generally  kept  concealed,  but  will  soon  reveal  to  you. 
But  for  this  observation  I  m^ght  have  conciured  with  the  public 
belief,  that  the  capital  of  a  province,  now  declared  in  rebellion^ 
would  have  submitted  on  the  landing  of  a  few  regiments;  this 
failing,  that  other  provinces,  from  ancient  jealousy  and  dis-^ 
gust,  would  not  have  interfered,  rather  sought  their  own  ad- 
vantage out  of  that  town's  distress;  this  failing,  that  they  never 
would  have  proceeded  to  the  length  of  constituting  a  certain 
inauspicious  assembly  among  themselves  ;  this  failing,  that  the 
members  of  such  assembly  would  have  di$agreed,and  not  framed 
a  single  resolution.  This  last  hope  having  proved  abortive,  a 
new  on^  is  popularly  adopted,  that  the  first  intelligence  of  en- 
forcing measures,  at  least  the  bare  commencement  of  their  exe- 
cution, vnll  tame  the  most  refraftory  spirits.  I  will  here  state 
the  grounds  of  this,  and  all  the  preceding  hopes ;  afterwards9 
with  your  indulgence,  the  ground  of  my  original  and  continued 
doubts. 

.'  Our  trading  nation  naturally  assumed,  that  the  present  con- 
tciition  would  be  with  traders  in  America.  The  stock  of  a 
trader,  whether  his  own,  or  in  part,  and  often  the  greatest  part 
a-fNToperty  of  others,  confided  in  him,  is  personal,  lodged  in 
a  mag^ine,  and  exposed  in  seasons  of  commotion  fo  instan- 
taneous devastation.  The  circumstance  of  such  property,  the 
fonsideratipps  suggested  by  common  prudence,  by  the. sense  of 
common  justice  to  those  who  have  given  a  generous  credits 
rarely  make  room  for  that  intrepidity  which  meets  force 
|rith  force*  Hence  I  admit,  that  the  mere  traffickers  would 
have  submitted  a{  :|^st^  anji  ^rill  i^w,  whenever  they  dare. 
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The  reason  why  they  have  not  daredj  is  the  fottmhtion  of  my 
doabts. 

I  am  speaking  to  an  enlightened  assembly^  and  conversant 
with  their  own  annals.  In  those  ages,  the  reverse  of  commer* 
cial,  when  your  ancestors  £lled  the  ranks  of  men -at  arms,  and 
composed  tBe  cavah-y  of  England^  of  whom  did  the  infantry 
consist  ?  A  race  unknown  to  other  kingdoms,  and  in  the  pre* 
$ent  opulence  of  traffic  almost  extindt  in  this^  the  yeomanry  of 
England;  an  order  of  men  possessing  paternal  inheritance 
cpltivated  under  their  own  care  enough  to  preserve  indepen- 
dence, and  cheri^  the  generous  sentiments  attendant  on  diat 
condition,  without  superfluity  for  idleness  or  effeminate  in- 
dulgence. Of  such  doth  North  America  consist.  The  race 
is  revived  there  in  greater  numbers,  and  in  a  greater  propor- 
tion to  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  in  such  the  power  of 
that  continent  resides.  These  keep  the  traffickers  in  awe. 
These,  many  hundred  thousands  in  multitude,  with  enthu- 
siasm ii(  their  hearts,  with  the  petition,  the  bill  of  rights^  and 
the  2p£is  of  settlement,  silent  and  obsolete  in  some  places^  but 
vociferous  and  fresh,  as  newly  bom  among  them  ;  these,  hot 
with  the  blood  of  their  progenitors,  the  enthusiastic  scoorges 
at  one  period,  and  the  revolutional  expellers  of  tyranny  at  an^ 
other  ;  these,  impradlised  iri  frivolous  dissipation  andrumous  pro^ 
fusion^  standing  armed  on  the  spot,  delivered  down  from  their 
lathers,  a  property  not  moveable,  nor  exposed  to  total  destmc* 
tion,  therefore  maintainable,  and  exciting  all  the  spirit  and  vi- 
gour of  defence;  these,  under  such  circumstances  of  number^ 
animation  and  manners,  their  lawyers  and  clergy  blowing  the 
trumpet,  are  we  to  encounter  with  an  handful  of  men,  sent 
three  thousand  miles  over  the  ocean  to  seek  such  adversaries 
on  their  own  paternal  ground.*-— But  these  will  not  fight,  says 
the  general  -voice  of  Great  Britain.  Agreed.  I  desire  to  meet 
my  antagonists  in  argument  upon  no  better  ground. 

That  exports  to  the  associated  provinces  have  ceased  £of 
months,  is  a  fa(t.  May  not  their  non-importation  agreement 
singly  be  a  weapon  sufficiently  effedbial  in  their  hanudsy  wklw 
out  striking  a  blow  ?  Why  strike  without  occasion  ? 

*  The  following  remark  might  have  been  trite  to  the  ho^ 
nourable  hearer,  but  may  not  occur  to  every  ccnnmon  reader^ 
That  if  there  are  any  seeds  of  talents  and  genius  in  a  country^ 
they  are  drawn  into  a<Elion  and  vigour  by  public  fermesits  aikl 
troubles ;  but  might  have  remained  in  times  of  tnoMpiillity  for 
ever  useless  and  unknown,  perhaps  at  the  plough^  muier  % 
she4>  or  amcHigst  the  lowest  class  pf  mechanics. 

To 
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To  overset  this  suggestion,  an  assertion  is  brought,  that 
.necessity  will  break  the  combination.     I  take  this  fresh  ground 
to  shewy  that  necessity,  in  conjunftion  with  enthusiasm,  may 
produce  a  direfHy  opposite  eSe&.     I  throw  but  a  transient 
glance  oh  the  extraordinary  stock  of  goods  laid  in  by  the 
colonists  last  year,  though  said  to  be  sufficient  for  the  con- 
sumption of  two.     The  arguments  I   shall  use  carry 
'own  evidence  with  them.     Let  the  population  in  the 
dated  provinces  be  three  millions,  as  delivered  into  the  coi^- 
gress,  or  be  reduced  to  two  and  a  half,  white  and  black.     A^ 
a  moderate  computation  per  head,  the  quantity  of  goods,  in- 
.chiding  all  uses  besides  apparel,  is  not  adequate  to  half  thek 
consiunption,  which  I  stated  before  to  the  amount  of  three 
.cnillions  sterUng,  without  separating  some  considerable  articles 
.for  the  month*    This  annual  supply  they  never  did  annualfy 
pay  for,  but  always  remainied  under  a  heavy  debt  to  the  mo* 
ther  country ;  a  capital  advantage  to  her,  as  shall  be  explained 
in  its  place.     How  is  the  other  half  of  their  consumption,  un- 
.supplied  from  hence,  provided  with  the  several  articles  for 
doatliing  and  other  necessaries  ?  What  is  introduced  through 
illidt  trade  with  the  foreigner  must  be  paid  for  in  ready  mo- 
ney, and  is  chiefly  for  the  rich  and  the  few.     How  is  the  muL' 
.titude  supplied,  di^rsed  over  that  vast  continent,  and  at  cchv* 
.sideraUe  distances  from  the  sea  ?,  Sir,  by  the  same  means,  and 
.necessarily  so,  as  are  practised  in  most  counties  of  these  king^ 
doms.    There  are  two  kinds  of  manufa6hu*e ;  one  a£Hve  am 
systematic,  coUeAed  under  a  superintendance,  and  brought  to 
.  the  markets  of  sale.     The  other  is  sedentary  and  domestic,  oIk 
scure,  but  larg^^ ;  could  the  small  and  scattered  parcels  be  g2w- 
thered  up  for  computation,  as  may  be  made  of  the  former^ 
from  the  records  of  public  marts.     The  latter  lies  among  the 
wives  and  children  of  rural,  of  rustic  families ;  is  applied  t0 
domestic  use,  and  rarely  sees  a  market  for  sale.     In  the  same 
mode  the  American  yeomanry  are  furnished  among  them^. 
;SelveSk     The  domestic  manufafture  must,  in  course,  be  large 
.for  the  use  of  such  numbers ;  the  active  for  sale  is  far  from 
maturity  among  them :  but   necessity,  urged  against  theniy 
may  extend  the  arts  and  materials,  already  indubitably  pos- 
.sessed^  and  enthusiasm  may  stamp  on  their  home-spun  all  the 
value,  all  the  pride  of  ornament. 

Sir,  I  foresee  these  differences  \*ith  America  will  be  conWf 
.posed,  and  how — ^Their  silence  becomes  me  best — ^It  will  be 
#0  latCf  that  Gres^  Britain  must  receive  a  woimd,  which  no 
^ime<an  heal-— A  philosophical  sense  of  dignity  must  step  in 


'* 
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This  refieftion  I  wish  to  obviate,  and  will  state  a  strong  qnes* 
tion  from  the  other  side.  Admitting,  if  I  please,  the.praAica* 
bility  of  the  colonist  supplying  his  wants  with  his  dwir  homely 
manqfa^hirei  improveable  too  by  time  and  experience;  yet 
will*not  an  interruption  to  the  vent  of  his  own  prpduce,'ted 
to  the  prints  of  his  trade,  be  a  loss  of  such  magnitude,  as  may 
quickly,  and  with  an  intermediate  stagnation,  too  short  for  tis 
•  sensibly  to  feel,  reduce  his  mind  to  a  state  of  humtfiation? 
The  interruption,  I  allow,  will  be  a.  loss  to  individuals,  large 
to  some,  small  to  many,  and  operate  in  degrees  proportionate 
to  situations  and  tempers.  The  tradli^  class  foresee  it  already, 
and  are  hiunbled  enough  to  submit,  itthey  could.  Those  who 
keep  them  in  awe,  the  multitude  of  small,  but  independent* 
proprietors  of  land,  may  feel  their  part  of  the  loss  so  light,  as 
toot  to  relax  the  restif  spirit  which  they  have  manifested  down 
to  this  day,  and  may  be  strengthened  by  a  truth  too  obvious, 
that  America,  as  a  puUIc,  must  be  a  gainer  by  such  intemip- 
tion. 

She  always  hath  been,  and  is  now,  largely  indebted  to  the 
British  merchants;  a  proof,  that  the  neat  value  of  her  annual 
produce  and  remittances,  through  the  circuitions  of  her  trade* 
hath  ever  been  short  of  her  purchases  here.  So  far  as  this  dif- 
ference reaches,  whether  small  or  large;  so  far  as  she  substi-* 
tutes  more  of  her  own  bbour  in  the  stead  of  ours,  for  her  own 
wants;  just  so  much  will  be,  on  a  general  balance,  a  clear  profit 
to  her  community,  while  the  intercourse  with  ours  is  stopped* 
and  a  loss  to  Great  Britain  irrecoverable,  so  far  as,  during  the 
melancholy  interval,  the  arts  of  manufa£hire  may  be  better  es- 
tablished, and  more  extended  in  that  contin«-.it;  but  if  ex- 
tended beyond  frugal  uses,  the  yeomanry  there  will  sink  into 
futile  and  enervating  enjoyments,  the  source  of  venality  and 
'discord;  and  in  their  turn,  verify  a  celebrated  axiom  in  poli- 
tics, that  discontents,  murmurs,  profusion,  and  outward  shew* 
are  the  sure  signs  of  a  state  in  decay. 

Sir,  you  have  repeatedly  heard  before  this  day  of  the  large 
debt  from  the  colonists  to  our  merchants;  an  uncontrovertiWc 
truth,  to  the  pennanent  amount  of  millions.  Grieved  as  hu- 
manity must  be  at  any  occurrence  which  puts  such  a  property 
and  so  many  meritorious  subjects  in  peril,  or  even  under  k 
temporary  anxiety,  vet  such  being  the  course  of  that  trade* 
the  effeft  of  a  voluntary  condudt,  public  policy  hath  cause  to 
rejoice,  at  the  same  time  to  acknowledge  a  high,  though  un^ 
sought  obligation  to  the  merchant,  who,  by  this  pra£Uce,  holds 
in  his  hand  the  principal  bond  of  colony  dependence,  enforces 
the  a£t  of  navigation*  and  becomes  in  the  puljlic  b^ialf  the 

true 
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true  guardian  of  that  half  divine  law,  the  work  of  penetration 
and  wisdom,  equal  to  the  great  man  who  framed  it.  Illicit 
traffic  is  common  to  all  regions  and  governments;  nor  to  be 
avoided  in  any,  but  by  a  striA  care  not  to  lead  into  tempta- 
tion. Upon  the  whole,  no  commercial  regulation  hath  been 
more  accurately  observed  than  the  z£t  of  navigation,  to  which 
the  American  congress  most  intelligibly  submits,  and  which,  in 
their  deprivation  of  capital  privileges  and  liberties,  enjoyed  by 
their  fellow  subjefb  here,  comprehends  their  contribution  for 
protedtion;  an  a£t,  which  hath  generally  been  well  obeyed  by 
them,  and  the  merchants  at  home  hath  made  it  their  interests 
A  foreign  correspondent  might  account  most  justly  for  the 
neat  proceeds  or  tobacco,  rice,  sugar,  &c.  but  will  not  give 
credit  fcnr  a  stiver  more ;  and  for  tlut  reason  doth  not  receive 
such  consignments  even  from  the  less  scrupulous  observers  of 
the  law.  The  British  merchant  on  a  hundred  pound,  neated 
from  a  consignment,  readily  supplies  the  American's  wants 
for  a  hundred  and  twenty,  thirty,  how  far  is  immaterial.  This 
accommodation  he  hath  not,  and  through  long  habit  doth  not 
try  to  have  from  any  quarter  out  of  Great  Britain,  and  there- 
fore chuses  to  send  his  produce  through  her  channel;  nor  will 
a  few  exceptions  invalidate  the  argument:  and  till  the  awful 
volume  of  earthly  vicissitudes  sh^  disclose  the  fatal  page» 
;rhere  that  Omnipotent  Hand,  which  hath  lifted  up  and  cast 
down  the  proudest  dominion  of  old,  may  have  written  the 
designation  of  empire  to  the  child;  till  then,  the  merchant  of 
Great  Britain  will  keep  the  child  in  all  possible  dependence  on 
the  parent. 

Sir,  after  all,  though  my  fellow  subjedls  rise  more  and  more 
in  the  flattering  confidence,  that  the  colonies  will  not  adhere  to 
their  agreements^  I  do  not  commit  myself  in  asserting  the  con- 
trary; I  do  not  pronounce,  that  they  will;  I  only  suggest,  that 
they  may;  an^  on  that  supposition  have  attempted  to  shew, 
what  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  stake  on  the  contest;  no- 
^ng  less  than  a  long-approved  and  successful  system,  em- 
bracing every  circumstance  of  national  stability,  prosperity 
and  lustre.  For  what  this  is  put  in  hazard,  I  humbly  hope, 
is  a  question  too  serious  for  casuistry;  and,  1  humbly  believe, 
solely  to  be  measured  by  expediency  and  prafticability,  under 
the  dire^ion  of  that  great  council,  which  holds  the  guardian- 
ship of  three  kingdoms,  and  their  boundless  dependencies. 

Kight,  authority,  sovdreignty,  dignity,  supremacy  are  ad- 
itittted  to  the  utmost  extent  of  their  ground.  Is  there  not 
another  ground  antecedent  and  original,  that  from  the  nature' 
if  xuankmd,  ^«rc  never  was^  nor  is^  and  never  will  be  a  com^ 
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munityi  who,  after  the  possession  of  benefits,  deliyered  down, 
jfrom  father  to  son  for  more  than  a  centtoy,  will  be  persuaded 
to  relinquish  snch  possession  by  any  jdea  of  law  and  right, 
urged  with  all  the  eloquence  of  advocates?  A  force  superior 
to  argument  is  requisite,  which  brings  the  question  back  to 
expediency  and  praftipability. 

Conceive  not.  Sir,  that  our  very  thoughts  have  presumed  to 
interfere  with  the  coimsels  or  determinations  of  the  state;  but 
as  the  present  subjeft  of  deliberation  and  measures  is  too  preg- 
nant with  events  not  to  run  far  into  the  future,  we  submissively 
hope,  that  the  feiEls  we  have  produced,  and  the  dedn^ons 
from  them,  if  not  in  the  present  hour,  may  prove  <^  some 
utility  hereafter. 

You  in  your  ftiture  deliberations  will  separate  the  frivolous' 
from  the  important,  the  specious  and  the  plausible  from  the 
sound  and  the  true.  You,  searching  the  depths  of  hmnan 
nature,  will  not  be  misled  by  trite  and  popular  opinion;  anc^ 
when  the  force  of  self-interest  is  alledged  at  this  momentous 
crisis,  you  will  discover,  that  interest  is  not  the  predominant 
ruler  of  mankind — I  repeat,  that  interest  is  not  the  predomi-^ 
nant  ruler  of  mankind.  The  few  indeed  are  under  that 
frigid  influence;  but  the  many  are  governed  by  pasaon,  whose 
tram  I  need  not  arrange.  Perseverance  in  afts  of  viidence 
from  one  quarter,  and  perseverance  in  another  to  suffer,  may 
be  in  both  the  result  of  passion.  Passion  can  misinterpret 
words,  give  solidity  to  empty  sounds,  and  convert  shadow  to 
substance.  Passion  could  give  weight  to  the  cry  of  the  church, 
when  Sacheverel  infatuated  a  nation,  renowned  above  aD- 
others  for  solid  sense  and  depth  of  thought. 

To  conclude:  if,  Sir,  in  any  future  operation,  this  honour-' 
able  House  may  condescend  to  a  moment's  remembrance  of 
US,  oiu"  appearance  may  prove  not  altogether  in  vain.  Al- 
though there  is  still  much  remaining  to  offer,  permit  us  now 
jtO  withdraw,  unreproved,  we  hope,  by  you;  but  surely  so  by 
our  own  consciencious  feelings  in  thus  attempting  our  dis- 
charge of  a  duty  to  the  public — Over  the  afts  already  passed 
and  passing  I  do  not  breathe  out  a  word— only  a  parting  sigh. 

March- 1']. 

The  second  restraining  bill  read  a  second  time,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  Sanvbridge  said,  the  minister  was  consistent :  no  charge 
could  be  brought  against  him  for  p>artiality,  since  he  was  now^ 
laying  an  equal  measure  of  punishment  on  the  whole  contl^ 
nentsd  empire.  These  restraining  \ySk  tied  the  bands  6[  vx&ow 

and 
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and  good  fellowship  between  all  the  provinces,  and  united  them 
in  a  common  cause* 

Mr.  Temple  Luttrell  condemned^  in  strong  terms,  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  ImUj  said,  that  this  and  the  other  restraining  bill, 
ought  to  be  burnt  by  the  common  hangman ;  he  treated  the^ 
present  bill  as  treasonable  against  the  community,  and  said,  it 
must  eventually  be  the  cause  of  a  civil  war. 

Adjourned  to  March  20.    . 

March  20» 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on  the  petitions 
from  the  merchants,  &c.  trading  to  North  America,  General 
Howe  in  the  chair;  when  some  persons  were  examined  in  proof 
of  the  allegations  contained  in  the  petitions,  presented  fromi 
the  stocking  manufaAurers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  towa 
of  Nottingham,  fSee  the  petitions  page  178  fa*  328^ 

Mr,  Nead  was  called  in  to  prove  the  allegations  contained 
in  the  counter-petition,  (See  this  petition  page  329^  two  of  hi«. 
partners  having  signed  the  former  petition.  Mr.  Burke  ques** 
tioned  him  as  to  the  character  of  those  petitioners.  This  was 
obje£bed  to  by  Mr.  Van,  and  a  debate  ensued. 

Mr.  fan  said,  it  was  a  rule  injudicial  proceedings,  and 
adopted  very  properly  by  that  House,  never  to  put  any  ques- 
tion to  a  man,  the  giving  a  true  answer  to  which,  might  tend 
to  injure  him,  or  affect  his  interest;  it  was  plain,  he  said,  that? 
the  question  asked  was  in  e£Fe<Et  the  same  as  if  put  to  the  per- 
sons alluded  to,  their  credit  and  reputations  as  partners  being 
the  same. 

Mr.  Burie^  replied  that  the  reasoning  was  very  just  if  it  ap- 
plied ;  but  insisted  that  the  question  proposed  by  him  involved 
no  such  Consequence,  it  being  only  to  their  moral  chara<fter,. 
their  reputation  as  men  of  veracity,  not  to  their  responsibility 
to  pay  their  debts,  or  their  situation  as  traders. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  dircdted  his  arguments  to  shew  the» 
oonseqaences  that  may  happen,  and  in  some  instances  which 
have  happened,  firom  leading  persons  at  the  bar  to  disclose  the 
nstiure  of  their  trade,  and  the  state  of  their  afiairs. 

Mr.  Burke  reminded  the  gentlemen  of  the  Treasury  bench 

of  their  conduA  on  the  i6th,  when  questions  of  a  much  more 

delicate  natm^  and  direA  tendency  to  create  the  inconvenience 

and  evils  now  dreaded,  were  put,  and  insisted  on,  though 

-stfongly  objefbedto. 

Mr,  Fox  and  two  or  three  others  spoke,  but  the  point  wasi 
€ltfric4  ^iffiinst  'aaawering  the  question,  and  the  witness  was- 
caUed  in^  and  de»;i^  to  proceed.  .  ^  .  /; 
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He  was  cross  examined  by  Mr.  Burke ;  when  it  appearoi 
that  he  was  not  concerned  in  the  American  trade ;  wd  that 
he  knew  little  of  it. 

In  the  course  of  the  examination  Lord  NortH  having  asked 
several  questions  in  order  to  establish  proof  that  there  was  no. 
foundation  for  the  complaints  in  the  other  petitions^  Mr.  Baylej 
got  up  and  told  General  Howe,  that  as  he  was  going  to  Ame- 
rica, where  he  would  find  many  rational  and  sensible  men, 
who  would  be  asking  him  questions  concerning  the  business^ 
the  committee  were  then  sitting  upon,  he  therefore  begged 
the  general  would  not  forget  to  render  all  due  justice  to  the 
noble  lord  on  the  treasiuy  bench,  [Lord  North]  who  was  now 
uncommonly  aftive  in  the  examination  of  this  evidence,  and 
in.  forming  questions  to  draw  such  sort  of  answers  as  might 
gain,  if  possible,  from  the  person  at  the  bar  something  like  a 
proof,  that  these  counter  petitions  came  unsolicited  by  govern- 
ment (though  all  the  world  knew  wqll  enough  to  the  ccMitrary) 
amd  that  the  grievances  and  loss  of  trade  complained  of  in  the 
other  petitions  were  merely  fiAitious  :.  all  which  Mr.  Bayley 
said,  might  appear  very  natural  to  the  noble  lord,  for  that  he 
had  observed,  and  the  whole  House  had  remarked  it,  that 
whenever  the  noble  lord  attended  the  examination  of  the  evi- 
dences who  came  to  prove  any  of  the  injuries  that  this  country 
would  suffer  by  the  loss  of  her  American  commerce,  he  was 
cither  fast  asleep  and  did  not  hear  it,  or  if  awake,  he  was  tsdk-^ 
ing  so  loud,  as  even  to  prevent  others  from  hearing  it ;  that 
this  was  so  shamefully  the  case  the  other  day,  when  that  great 
man  Mr.  Glover  was  summing  up  an  evidence  to  the  com-« 
mittee,  that  would  have  awakened  any  other  minister  in  the 
world  to  a  sense  of  his  duty,  yet  to  the  inexpressible  astomdi- 
ment  of  every  one,  the  present  minister  shewed  a  determined 
resolution  not  to  listen  to  any  thing  that  might  tend  in  die 
least  to  convince  him  of  the  ruin  he  was  drawing  down  upon 
this  country  ahd  America. 

Another  witness  was  examined  in  support  of  the  allegations- 
in  the  counter  petition.     He  had  formerly  been  concerned  in 
the  American  trade,  but  was  not  at  present.   He  was  asked  byi 
Mr.  Burke  how  he  could  know,  being  now  unconnefted  with 
that  business,  that  the  non-importation  agreement  would  not : 
affect  the  trade  ?    He  replied,  because  he  had  been  in  several' 
warehouses,  where  he  saw  great  quantities  of  goods  made  tip: 
to  be  sent  to  Holland.     Being  asked  if  that  was  usual,  he  r^: 
j^ied,  he  never  remembered  it  before ;  and  that  he  siq>posed 
they  were  intended  for  the  American  market,  to  be  smugged 
by  the  way  of  Holland. 

It 
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Lord  N^r^  observed  :at  ^hecpnckision>  that  he  was  glad  tQ 
find;  tl^e  'aQLanu£i£hurer«.df  NottinghicUn  were  not  likely  to  be 
istarved  for  want  of  employment,  is  they  had  happily  got  one 
of  .the  best  marts  in  Europe  for  their  ffXids, 

Mc.  5/i/4*.replicd,  that  if  hi«  lordship  teAe^ted  propci^y,  he 
did..not  think  he  had  any .  great  reason  to  e^iik  in  measures 
\idHc;hth^ew  the  business  formerly  transafted- by  our  own  men- 
(hants,  in^p  tjlie  hands  of  the  Dutcl^j'and  at  the  same  time  en^ 
tidu4  ^^  professed  (oc^y  the  s^nugglefSj  o]\i|h^  other-,  side  of 
the  Atlantic;^  at  the  expcnce  and  ruia'of  his  seemingly  profes^ 
8e4  iriends^  the  f^ir  traders^  and  to  the  total  ruia  besides  of 

■     ;       •  March  2li  ;  -. 

Pf ifvate  Ibuslhess.    •   ■ 

■March  22.  .       .,  .1' 

This  day  came  on  Mr.iBt^rk^^  pn^positions.  Hit  opebirlg 
iRras  a{k)logetic.  He  besan  by  shewing,  that  he  Had  set  out 
in  pcrfeft  agrcenieAt  of  sentiments,  regarding  American  a^ 
fairs,  with  a  gi^eat  majority,  in  the  House.  The  House  had 
indeed.  cfainged;:but  the.jcffc^is  of  that  change  were  such, 
OS  not  to.  induce  him  to  nher  his  fitst  (pinion.  1  hey  were 
such,  a»made  it  necessary  for  etfery  man  to  propose  whatever 
he  thought  had  the  slightest  chance  for  restoring  the  fbrtncr 
tranquillity  dnd  cdncord  of  the  British  empire.^ 

He  next  observed,  that  the  House  had  declared  conciliai^ 
tory  propositions  Wtti/VjtM';:  for  notwithstanding  the  high 
.tone  of  the  address,  aiid  the  severity  of  the  bills. then  depend- 
ing, Lord  North  had  proposed  something,  which  ht  tizitid 
as  conciliatory,  previous  to  the  submission  of  the  colonies. 
This,  though  he  did  not  think  it  likely  to  answer  its  purpose, 
ehcwed  however,  that  something  in  the  spirit  of  conciliation, 
previous  to  any  step  on  the  part  of  America,  waisi  not  held  by 
the  House  as  adverse  to  its  dignity."  ^ 

Havihg  laid  this  ground<«— he  shaved  the  absolute  neces- 
sity, before  things  prooseded  to  fbrtlier  extremities,  of  adapt- 
iiig  our  mode  of  government  to  the  feelings  of  th6  people  in 
Amerka^lf  'and  of  givihg  them  some  public  parliamentary 
•ecurity  for  our  adherendsrto  that  nuxie,  when  adopted.  He 
tir^cd  tins,  by  displaying  thi^  interior  and  exterior  of  the 
coiomes,  their  extsnt,  numbers,  growing  population,  com- 
laacrce,  temper  and!  dh«faftfl%  and  from  all  these  circumstances 
deduced  the  ride  of  .policy  to  be  observed  concerning  them. 
:  yptkJL^^    i:  -d    '.    ./  :.  Eb.  i  He 
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He stroii|^7  vgoedt that  no  plan^  however  specious  Hm^t 
seem  to  theory,  could  be  serviceable,  which  was  not  umfoiui* 
ed  to  these  circumstances.  On  thb  part  he  dwdt  a  long 
time,  and  opened  a  vast  variety  of  curioas  bfRs  and  strikh^ 
observations. 

Having  shewn,  with  the  utmost  clearness  and  conviftioni 
that  the  onlv  method  of  securing  the  obedience  of  the  pecqpk 
in  the  cblomes,  was  by  gtving  them  an  interest  tn  vmrfne  ctmsti' 
tutions  he  proceeded  to  the  mode  of  dmng  it  \  and  here  he 
disclaimed,  first,  all  sorts  of  discussions  of  right  i  the  question 
being,  as  he  put  it,  solely  on  policy.  Seconmy,  he  disdaiitoed 
aU  sorts  of  nenv  projeBs  whatsoever,  professing,  to  derive  the 
theoretic  part  of  his  propositions  from  the  language  of  a£b 
of  parliament;  and  the  practical,  from  plain  matters  of  fiiA, 
acknowledged  as  such  in  the  journals  of  the  Hoosei  tfi^ 
other  methods  might  be  more  ingenious;  but  in  constttotional 
discussions,  it  was  much  more  ^e  to  attend  to  eiqierience, 
and  the  practice  of  our  ancestors,  than  to  any  speculations. 

He  then  resorted  to  that  praAice;  and  shewed,  by  the  ex- 
amjdes  of  Ireland,  Wales,  and  the  counties  palatini  that 
whenever  any  part,  under  the  British  dominions^  was  not  ad- 
mitted to  the  essential  privilege  of  granting  their  own  mone]^ 
they  were  unquiet,  dangerous,  and  useless ;  but  that  as  socm 
as  they  were  given  an  interest  in  the  constitution^  they  became  at 
once  orderly,  serviceable,  and  a  substantial  part  of  the  strength 
of  this  country. 

That  this  communication  of  an  interest  in  the  constitution,  ^was 
the  great  ruling  principle  of  British  policy;  the  mode  of 
applying  it,  varied  according  to  circumstances.  Where  the 
distri£b  could  be  taken  into  the  constitution,  they  were  umted^ 
as  in  the  case  of  Wales.  Where  that  was  not  the  case,  the 
constitution  was  sent  to  them,  as  in  Ireland. 

Similar  constitutions,  agreeably  to  their  circumstances,  ynxt 
given  to  the  colonies ;  and  as  long  as  the  spirit  of  these  coi»> 
stitutions  was  preserved  we  were  all  happy.  When  it  was 
violated,  every  thing  fell  into  confusion. 

His  whole  plan  therefttf^  was  to  go  badk  to  bur  old  pcdict; 
and  to  record  it  upon  the  journals,  as  a  Mtted  ground  of  ro- 
ture  parliamentary  proceedings,  in  order  to  ^uard  against  the 
mischiefs  of  our  late  inconstancy.  He  therefore  would  begin 
by  a  solemn  public  recognition  of  the  propriety  of  a  colony 
representation  in  the  grant  of  their  supplies;  \apd*to  prevent 
all  possibility  of  exception,  he  would  lay  dcnm^Aifc  TT>iixw™8 
in  no  other  words  than  those  which  had  been  usdl^  a£b  of 
pdbrliament. 

His  first  and  second  resolution  would  be  to 
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that,  the  colonies  were  not  represented  in  Parliament,  and  the 
nii8chie£i  that  arose  from  that  want  of  representation,  when* 
ever.  Parliament  attempted  to  tax  them.  The  third  was  to 
state  the  unlikelihood  of  any  mode  of  obtaining  that  represeti* 
tation. 

The  Test  were  to  shew,  the  mode  of  supplying  the  ends^ 
and  offices  of  government  and  particularly  of  sap^y,  agreea- 
bly to  the  principles  of  the  constitution.  This  was  done  by 
stating  in  the  fourth  resolution,  that  the  colony  assemblies 
were  consent  m  law  to  that  jmrpose ;  in  the  fifth  that  they 
had  in/a^  accomplished  it;  in  the  sixth  that  their  supplies 
hsid^heca  prodfdBive,  and  the  parliamentary  mode  barren  and 
unprvitful*  Therefore  he  grounded  himself  solely  on  expe- 
rience \  ,and  declared  that,  as  experience  had  decided,  he  was 
mdy  to  stand  or.  fall. 

Tne  other  resolutiohs  were,' first  with  respeft  to  the  sevei^ 
penal  a^;  which  it  would  be  proper  to  repeal,  as  the  ta±a- 
tion  they  were  meant  to  support  was,  on  lus  plan,  no  longer 
to  be  exercised,  and  th^  disorders  which  these  laws  were 
meant  to  subdue^  being  likely  no  longer  to  have  ati  existence. 

The  others  tended  to  give  the  Americans  a  judicature 
indefendefxt  of  the  pleasure  of  the  crown.  This  plan,  he  had 
no  doubt  would,  give  compleat  satisfaAion ;  and  that  satis^ 
laAion  would  restore  their  antient  quiet  and  obedience  to  the 
colonies.  He  concluded  with  a  strong  and  pathetic  address 
to  enforce  the  acceptance  of  the  measures  he  proposed,  which, 
he  said,  were  not  his,  but  the  tried  wisdom  of  their  fore- 
fathers \  and  handed  down  to  them  by  the  angel  of  the  consti- 
tution. . 

The  speech  continued  near  three  hours.     The  House  was 
.  remarkably  attentive  and  serious.     It  is  thoueht  this  speech 
if  not  the  best,  was  at  least  inferior  to  none,  which  Mr.  ^urke 
ever  delivered. 

The  motions  which  he  made  were  these.    They  are  not 
.  printed  entire  in  the  votes,  for  some  reasons  respefting  the 
forms  of  the  House,  with  regard  to  amendments. 

I.  He  moved,  that  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  Great 
Britain  in ;  North  America,  consisting  of  fourteen  separate 
"governments,  and  containing  two  millions  and  upwards  of  free 
inhabitants,  have  not  had  the  liberty  and  privilege  of  eledHng 
and  sending  any  knights. and  burgesses,  or  others,  to  repre- 
sent them  in  the  high  court  of  Parliament. 

a.  That  the.  said  colonies  and  plantations  have  been  made 
liable  tOy  and  boonden  by,  several  su)3sidies,  payments,  rates, 
and  taxesj  given  and  granted  by  Parliament,  though  the  said 

j    '      ;         ^  J^  ^  c9lonies 
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colonics  And  plantations  have  not  thrir  knights,  and  burgesses 
ki  the  said  high  court  of  Parliament,  of  their  own  dtOianj  to 
cqircsent  the  condition  of  their  country;*  iy  lack  whtreof  Aej 
had  been  oftentimes -touched  and  grieved  by  subsidies ygi\*en^  granted 
0$d  assented  to  in.  thr  said  courts  in  a  manner  prejudicial  to  the  cu, « 
monnvcahb^  quietness^  rest  and  peace  of  the  subjeB's  inhabiting 
vjkhin  the  same, 

.  3.  That  frooi  the  distance  of  the  said  colonies,  and  from 
Other  circumstances,  no  method  had  hitherto  haoi  devised, 
fiu*  procuring  a  representation  in  Parliament  for  the  said 
colonies.  ^.. 

4.  That  each  of  the  said  colonies  hath^  wHKm  '-it^eSra  a 
body  chosen  in  part,  or  in  the 'whole,  by  the  ireememJS:^r 
holders,  or  other  free  inhabitants  thereof,  commonU  o^Ri^ 
the  general  assembly,  or  general  court»  with  powjers  .legally 
to  raise,  levy,  and  assess,  according  to  the  several  u^igc  oif 
fttch  colonies,  duties  and  taxes  towards  defraymg.  alTscprtsdF 
public  ser\'ices.  .■...',". 

These  four  had  the  previous  question  put  on  them.  . 
^■,  5«  That  the  said  generiil  assen;iblies,  gieneral  courta^  or 
other  bodies  l^ally  qualified  as  aforesaid,  have,  at  sundiy 
times,  freely  granted  several  large  subsidies  and  pul^c  aids, 
for  his  Majesty's  service,  according  to  thdu:  abilities^  when 
required  thereto  by  letter  from  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal 
secretaries  of  state ;  and  that  their  right  to  grant  the  same, 
and  their  chearfiilness  and  sufficiency  in  the  said  grants,  have 
been,  at  sundry  times,  acknowledged  by  Parliament  \ 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

6.  That  it  hath  been  found  by  experience,  that  the  mai2- 
ner  of  grapting  the  said  supplies  and  aids,  by  the  saud  general 
assemblies,  hath  been  more  agreeable  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  colonies,  and  more  benelicial  and  conducive  to  the 
puUic  service,  than  the  mode  of  giving  and  granti^^g  aids  and 
subsidies  in  Pailiament,  to  be  raised  and  .paid  in  the  *fflid 
colonies  5 

It  passed  in  the  negaclve. 

7.  That  it  is  proper  to  repeal  an  aft  made  in  the  7th  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  ^lajesty,  intituled,  **  an  aft,  for 
granting  certain  duties  in  the  British  colonies  and  plantations 

.m  America  \  for  allowing  a  drawback  of  the  duties  of  cus- 
toms, ui)on  the  exportation  from  this  kingdom,  of  cpjQTee  and 


*  These  words  were  by  an  amendment  that  was  carried, 
;.  left  out,  which  will  appear  in  the  journals^  though  it  is  not 
thec&^itoih  to  insert  amendments  in  the  votes* 

cocoa 
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cocoa  nutff  c£  the  produce  of  the  md  colonies  or  jdantations ; 
fi>r  discontinuing  the  drawbacks  payable  on  china  earthen 
vrare  exported  U^  America;  and  fioir  more  efieftually  pre- 
venting the  clandestine  running  of  goods  in  the  said  colonig^ 
and  {dantations ;'! 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 
.  8;  .That-  it  is  proper  to  rqpeai  aiiraA,  made  in  the  14th 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  *^  an  a£l  to 
discontinue,  in  such  manner,  and  for.  such  time,  as  are  thereih 
inentioned,  the.  landing  and  discharging,  lading  or  shipping, 
of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize,  at  the  town,  and  withm 
fhic  harboiu:^  of  Boston,  in  the  province  q£  Massachusetts  Bay^ 
in  North  America  ;** 

:It  passed  in  the  negative. 
.  y,  Tl^t.tt  is  proper  to  repeal  an  a£l,  made  m  die  14th  year 
of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituko,  ^'  an  aA,  .&r 
the  impartial  administration  of  justice,  in  the  cases  of  persons 
questioned^  any  a&  done  by  them,  in  the  exeottion  of  the 
law,  oribr  the  suppression  of  riots  ^d  tumults,  in  the  pr*^ 
iriUce  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  ip  New  England ; 

It  passed  in  die  negative. 

to.  That  it  is  proper  to  repeal  an  a£t,  made  in  the  I4tii 
year  of  ihe  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intituled,  '^  an  aA 
ibr  the  better  regulating  the  government  of  the  province  of 
the  Massachuset's  Bay,  in  New  England ;" 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

XI.  That  it  is  proper  to  explain  and  amend  an  aifl,  made 
in  the  35th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  8th,  in- 
tituled, ^^  an  ad  for  the  trial  of  treasons  committed  out  of 
the  kings  dominions  ;'* 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

12.  That,  from  the  time  when  the  general  assembly,  or 
generad  court,  of  any  colony  or  plantation,  in  North  America, 
shsUl  have  appointed,  by  aft  cbF  assembly  duly  confirmed,  a 
setded  salary  to  the  offices  of  the  chief  justice  and  judges  of 
the  superior  courts,  it  may  be  proper  that  the  said  chief 
justice  and  other  judges  of  the  superior  courts  of  such  colony 
shall  hoki  his  and  their  office  and  offices  during  their  good 
behaviour,  and  shall  not  be  removed  therefrom>  but  when  the 
said  removal  shall  be  acQudged  by  his  Majesty  in  council,  upon 
.a  hearing  on  complaint  from  the  general  assembly,  or  on  a  com- 
|daint  mm  the  governor,  or'council,  or  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, severally,  of  the  colony  in  which  tbe  said  <!hief 
.  jttsdce  and  other  juc^;es  have  exen:i8ed  the  said  office } 

U  passed  in  the  negative*  / 

Bbj  J3>  Tb^ 
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23.  TEatit  ma^be-prdpertoreg^te  the  ^courts  ofadmU 
ralty,  or  Tice  adixuralty,  authorized  by  the  15th  chap,  of  the 
4th  George  IIL  in  such  a  manner  ai  to  make  the  same  more 
tomniodious  to  those  ^b^o  sue,  or  iarfe'sued  in  the  said  courtsi 
and  to  prwide  for  the  more  decent  maintenance  rftbe  judges  in 
thesame^ 
This  last  had  the  pre^6us  ^estidn  put  upon  it,:  That  the 
question  be  now  pot. 

It  {Massed  ih  th^negative. 

He  was  answered  by  the  Attorney  General,  who  displayed 
dexterity  tnd'addfess  in' his  obseirvations  On  Mr.  Burke^s 
-The  other  speakers  on  that  side  were,  Mr.  JenkinsoBi 

-.  Cornwall,  Lord  Frederick  Cainpbell,  a&d  others.  The 
motions  were  supported  by  Lord  -  John  Cavendiihy^  Mr.  Ho- 
Aam,  Mr.  Tuffiiel,  Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  by  Mr.  Fosx,  who 
ij^criee  with  the  grefttest  ability  and  spirit. 

The  ministerial  side  did  hot  in  general  so  much  obje£k  to 
diis  pbm,  as  repeat  and  infbrce  their  general  afgnmentt  cm 
die  supremacy  of  the  British  pariiaitient,  and  in  favour  of  the 
poliqr  and  necessity  of  Ameocan  taxation.  They  denied  that 
the  American  assemblies  ever  had,^at  any  timeya  l^alpower 
of  granting  a  revenue  to  the  crown;  That  this  was  the  pri- 
'vQege  of  parliament  only,  and  could  not  be  communicated  to 
any  other  body  whatsoever:  for  thh  Mr.  ^^'^Vfimiwir  quotod 
tlie  famous  a£b  for  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of  tlAc  sulv 
jeft,  commonly  called  the  Declaration  of  Right;  vfhieh^  as 
they  insisted,  clearly  inforccd  the  extluAw  right  of  taxing  iea 
parliament  all  parts  of  the  King's  dominions.  The  artide  is 
as  follows,  that  **  Levying  mpney  for,  or  to  the  use  of  the 
•*  Crown,  by  pretence  of  prerogative y  without  *  grant  of  pari^ 
**  amcnt,  for  a  longer  time^  or  in  other  mann^  -  thtti  the 
**  same  is  or  shall  be  granted,  is  iUcgal.f "  Thb,  he  said,  was 
not  only  prudent  but  necessary.  The  right  of  taxing  was  in- 
herent in  the  supreme  power  \  and  by  being  the  most  essential 
of  all  powers,  was  the  most  necessary,  not  only  to  be  reserved 
in  theory^  but  exercised  in  praiiice  \  or  it  would,  |n  efieA,  be 
lost,  and  all  other  powers  along  with  it.  ■ 

It  was,  he  said,  a  great  mistake,  that  theestablismcnt  of  a 

*  Left  out  in  the  amendment. 

f  The  article  which  was  so  much  rdied  upon  by  mimstryj 
seems  to  relate  only  to  taxes  nistdonpreten^  offrerogatroemd 
does  not  touch  those,  granted  by  legal  assemblies  out  of  the 
realm.  Parliament  knew  of  the  Ixish  grants  of  taxes  subtiating 
%]tthetimeof  the  declaration  of  right,  uid  did  not  thc&i  or  at 
Iny  timej  think  of  ccnideoming  them  as  unomstitutionaL 


A.t775i  DEBATES.  375 

pariiament  in  Ireland  prochided  Great  Britain  fir<Mtt  taxing 
that  kingdom.  Hiat  the  right  of  taxing  it>  had  ahxrays  been 
maintaiMd  and  exircised  too,  whenever  it  was  thought  expe* 
dient,  and  ought  undoubctdly  always  to  be  S0|  whaiever  the 
British  parliament  judged  prefer  |  having  no  other  rule  in 
this  respeft,  but  its  $wi  aUcretm.  That  all  inferior  assem- 
blies were  only  like  the  corpotnUe  towns  in  England^  who  had 
a  power,  like  diem,  of  making  bve  laws  and  nwiing  more. 

He  recommended  the  example  of  the  Frmeb  govemfmnt  iti 
their  provinces  called  Fofs  f  etats  \  where,  though  the  people 
sHtn  to  g^ant,  yet,  in  reality,  the  modi  alone  of  raising  the  ux 
is  left  to  the  province }  the  crown  always  fixing  the  sum  to  6a 
raised.  These  grants  are,  therefore,  not  firee ;  but,  as  one 
ofthdr  own  writers,  Voltaire,  calls  them  rtpertus  Rhres^rt^ 
pttted  free ;  and  that  the  people  were  so  wefl  satisfied  withj^ 
reputed fnedim^  that  they  never  have  refused  to  ffrant,.;except 
once,  when  the  States  6i  Languedoc  were  refractory :  but  an 
ekrmf  being  sent  to  reduce  them,  they  were  brought  to  obedw 
«lcdi  and  nave  been  ever  since  perfefUy  quiet. 
*■  'This  was  the  substance  of  Mr.  Jenkinson's  speech.  ,  Lord 
JFndenci  CmnpMl  took  up  the  same  maxims,  and  main* 
tained  them  with  great  wannth ;  declaring,  that  he  thought 
any  minister  ought  to  be  impeached^  who  suffered  the  grant  of 
any  sort  of  revenue  from  the  colonies  to  the  crown.  Indeed 
it  was  possible,  that  such  a  praftice  in  time  rfnvary  from  ih» 
necessity  of  the  case,  might  be  tolerated,  but  that  a  revenue 
in  time  of  peace  could  not'  be  granted  by  the  assemblies,  with- 
out subverting  the  constitution. 

Mr.  )enkimon  moved  the  previous  question,  upon  the  fin^t 
proposition.  Upon  this  question  the  House  divided.  .  Ayei| 
78 ;  noes  270. 

March  23. 

*  ' 

\  Tlieorder  of  the  day  beingread,  for  taking  into  cpnsid^riKtioii 
the  amendments  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  New 
Englsmd  fishery  bill,  and  it  being  late,  and  Lord  North  not 
^ome,  Lprd^  7o£^  Cavenifsb  said,  it  was  usual  for  the  mini- 
ster to  comecuywn  at  three,  ixr  a  Uttle  after  |t }  that  he  w^  the 
servant  of  the  puUic,  and  ought  to  attend  his  duty  \  f^nd  that 
it  was  throwing  an  indignity  on  the  House  to  thus  keep  them 
waiting,  without  even  intimating  vriiat  he  meant  to  dp** 
'  Mr.  Gref  Cooper  said,  he  was  certain  his  lordship  had  not 
the  most  distant  intention  of  throwing  any  slight  on  iht^  house^ 
j^t  be  probaUy  did  not  expeA  that  jhc;  business  <  in  course 

B  b  4  would 
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would  bo  so  )otHi  OTcr>  and  that  he  mippoied  bt  nugfat  be  en* 
g9g«d  in  some  matters  of  aiprivate  nature; 
.  Golooel  Barre-  observed,  that  if  his  lorddiip  was  rooQy  en* 
g»gpd  with  the  ladies,  as  the  mintstcv  oft^e  day  had  inSsmw 
ed  them,  it  was  a  sufficient  apology. 

BuFiiig  this  conversation  Lord  NoxUi  made  fab  appearancCf 
axxd  as  soon  as  he  got  to  his  place  apologized  to  the  House. 
His  lordship  observing  that  the  House  was  thin,  moved  that 
the  consideration  of  the  amendments  be  put  off  till  to-morrow, 
which  was  agreed  to :  Colonel  Barre  only  observing,  that  die 
ixasons  assigned  by  tlie  minister  of  the  day,  and  t)|e  noble 
lord  himself,  were  totally  different. 

• 

March  2j\^ 

;  The  House  took  into  consideration  the  amendments  made 
by  the  Lords,  in  the  bill  for  restraining  the  trade  of  the  four 
Kew  England  provinces ;  and  the  said  amendmettts,  after  a 
short  conversation,  were  severally  disagreed  to  by  the  Hotttc. 

Lord  North  moved,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  tx>  6nm 
up  reasons,  to  be  offered  at  conference,  why  the  House  had 
disagreed  with  the  said  amendments  \  and  a  committee  war  ac- 
cordingly appointed,  who  returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
liour  with  the  reasons,  which  hisi  lordship  reported,  and  wliidhi 
after  another  short  conversation,  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Adjoiimed  to  March  27. 

March  27.      . 

Mr.  Rice  was  sent  with  a  message  to  the  House  o^Lordsc 
desiring  an  immediate  conference  with  theif  lordships  10  thd 
painted  chamber.  The  managers  being  returned,  LofdNiMtlL 
reported,  that  they  had  left  the  bill  with  their  lordfibips  for 
restraining  the  trade,  and  prohibiting  the  fishery  of  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  &c.  on  the  banl;:s  of  Newfeundland,  together  with 
the  reasons  for  the  Commons  having  disagreed  to  some  of  the 
an^endmeiits  made  by  their  lordships. 

In  about  half  an  hour  amcssage  was  received  from  theLords, 
acquainting  the  House,  that  their  lordships  do  JK>t  insist  on 
the  amendments,  made  by  theip,  to  said  bill,  and  whicU  had 
beei^  disagreed  to  by  the  Commons. 

Mr.  Gilbert^  It  may  be  thpught  presumptuous  in  a  person 
so  inconsiderable  as  myself,  to  call  the  attention  of  this  House 
to  a  subject  of  such  high  and  general  importance>  as  that 
which  respcfls  the  employment  and  relief  of  the  poor  within 
tliis  kingdom.  I  feel  the  force  of  the  observation*  a^  ans 
.conscious  how  unequ^  I  ^m  to  th?  task. 

Ihav)6 
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I  have  lon^  exp^Ekd  that  some  gentlemen  of  far  superior 
abilities  and  consequence  in  this  house,  would  have  resumed, 
the  consideration  of  this  most  import^t  subject ;  but  as  t{iat 
lias  not  happenedi  I  am  desirousy  with  the  indulgence  of  the, 
IHou/e,  to  submit  my  thoughts  upon  it  to  their  consideration^ 
til  hopes  that  it  may  induce  gentlemen  of  great  and  distin- 
guished abilities  to  giye  their  attention  and  assistance  to  it.   * 

If  that  should  be  the  case,  my  purpose  will  be  answered^ 
and  the  public  will  be  benejQted. 

..  I  shaQ  not .  mispend  the  time  of  the  House,  by  stating  the 
various  a^  of  parliament  which  .have  been  made  upon  .thi$ 
sul^e^t,  or  in  pointing  out  the  pairticular  defe^  in  the  presenjt 
system  of  our  poor  laws;  it  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  a 
few  fadtsrin  the  knowledge  of  every  gentleman  who  hears  m^ 
viz.  1 

Tl^t  there  is  an  immense  sum  of  money  annually  raised  in 
this  coimtry  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the  poor ;  a 

£m;  I  believe  not  inferior,  perhaps  superior,  to  that  raised  by 
e  land-^ax  at  four  shillings  m  the  poimd,  which  is  two 
^Uions  per  annum* 

.  That  notwithstanding  this  very  ample  provision  for  thfli 
poor,  they  are  in  general  miserably  accommodated.  This  if 
apparent  to  every  gentleman,  both  in  town  and  country,  wha 
will  daily  find  a  number  of  distressed  objedls  in  the  streets 
jmd  highways,  begging,  thieving,  and  starving.    ' 

This  shews  some  great  defe^  either  in  the  laws  themselves 
or  in  the  execution  of  them. 

^  It  will  be  necessary  to  trace  these  evils  to  their  origin,  and 
see  from  whgt  sources  they  arise,  before  we  think  of  the  rfr 
fnedy^  Too  maixy-  of  th^m,  I  fear,  are  rooted  in  the  d^e-* 
neracy  of  the  times, ,  in  the  depravity  and  corruption  of  the 
morals  of  the  people  ^  others,  I  apprehend,  proceed  from  saioio 
defeat  in  the  laws. 

.  The  foundation  of  the  poor-laws  was  laid  by  Queen  Ellza» 
beth  i  the  aA  passed  in  the  43d  year  of  her  reign,  was  founds 
ed  in  wisdom  and  sound  policy ;  it  was  carefully  penned,  and 
very  well  adapted^  the  tempe^  and  genius  of  th^  people  at 
4hat  time 

The  general  principles  of  that  statute  were,  the  employ-r 
toaat  of  the  poojr  who  were  able  to  work ;  the  punishing  o( 
lliQse  who  were  iable,  but  not  willing,  to  work}  the  support- 
log  and  maintaining  the  aged,  infirm,. and  impotent .  poor | 
iht  takiag  {vesper  care  of  the  infai|(  pooTt  ^J  binding  them 
iMjt  isqpprenti^eif  ^c. 
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The  fond  for  those  pftrposes  was  to  be  raised  by  taxation  of 
tteej  inhabitant  and  occupier  of  lands,  &c. 

lliose  principles  comprehend  every  thing  that  b  waAtedt 
or  can  be  wished,  in  riegfrd  to  the  poor  at  this  day,  and  that 
hew  still  remains  in  force. 

But  partly  from  a  change  in  the  manners  and  dispositions 
of  the  people,  which  have  been  produced  in  the  course  of 
near  two  centuries,  -and  still  more  from  the  intervention  of  a 
peat  number  of  aAs  of  parliament  for  subdividing  parishes 
(before  too  small  for  the  proper  care,  employment,  and  go» 
^trnxnoA  of  the  poor)  into  townships;  for  fixing  thrir  set* 
dements;  giving  powers  of  removal;  for  allowing  certifr* 
catesy  and  afterwards  restraining  the  use  of  them,  ttiose  ex*^ 
cellent  principles,  and  ev^ry  purpose  of  that  statute  of  Q^ieen 
Elizabeth,  have  been  defeated. 

Those  impolitic  regulations  have  introduced  •nothing  but 
frauds^  perplexities,  and  endless  confusion.  The  great  strtj^^ 
1^  now  is  between  parish  and  parish ;  every  artifice  is  usei^ 
every  endeavour  exerted,  by  the  parish  officers,  often  with 
great  inhumanity  to  the  podr,  to  ease  their  own  parish,  and 
hy  the  burden  upon  dienr  neighbours.  The  poor  are  Wasised 
hy  removals  from  place  to  phice,  which  deprive-  them  of  aQ 
test  and  comfort ;  litigations  are  encouraged ;  great  sun^ 
spent  in  support  of  them,  and  in  maintaining  the  idle  and 
profligate ;  the  r^  purposes  for  which  that  heavy  tax  is  hud 
▼iz.  the  maintenance  and  relief  of  the  indigei^t  and  Qccessitous 
poor,  b  but  little  regarded. 

This  review  of  the  situation  of  our  poor  and  poor^ws>  a& 
finxls  but  a  melancholy  prospeft. 

-  Hpw  and  by  what  means  this  evil  can  be  cured,  is  the  great 
and  important  question*  Difficulties  present  themselyes  on 
livery  side;  if  we  look  back,  we  shall  6nd  that  all  those  eiK 
deavours  which  have  been  repeatedly  exerted  at  dififrent  pe* 
riods  to  redress  these  grievances,  'have  hitherto  proved  un- 
iruccessfid;  if  we  look  rorward,  we  shall  see  the  evil  increasing 
mnj.  • 

What  shall  we  do  in  this  dreadful  situat  ion  ? 

Shall  wc  sit  still  under  this  oppression?  or  shall  we  not  ra- 
ther attempt  some  plan  for  rdief,  before  it  is  too  latC)  as  these 
evils  seem  to  threaten  the  utter  ruin.and  destruction  of  this 
country,  and  every  thing  that  is  dear  and  valuable  to  ua  ^  If 
nothing  is  attempted,  nothing  cap  be  effi^dled.^ 
•  I  think  a  great  part  of  the  cure  lies  within  these  Walls:  but 
I  am  certain  no  undertaking  of  this  sort  can  succeed,  witfaovt 
oii»  united  endeavours.    I  am  happy  to  see  great  abilities  in 
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<veiy  quarter  4)f  the  House,  eactremdy  wdl  adapted  to  this 
busmess;  those  abilities,  weU  exerted,  ivill,  I  hope,  be  sufiSci^ 
ent  to  overcome  all  difficulties. 

I  have  no  partiality  to  any  particular  plan,  but  shall  be  very 
mlling  to  contribute  the  best  of  my  poor  endeavours  to  those 
of  other  gentlemen,  in  forming  such  a  one  as  shall,  upon  ma- 
tare  consideration,  be  most  likely  to  produce  the  refornation 
so  much  wanted,  if  the  House  shall  be  pleased  to  grant  the 
motion  which  I  intend  to  make,  for  referring  the  considera^ 
tion  of  this  matter  to  a  committee. 

The  objeA  of  the  late  bill  (I  mean  that  which  passed  this 
House  ten  years  ago)  was  to  incorporate  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  parishes  in  each  county,  into  distri^,  and  was  adopted 
upon  a  plan  whichhad  been  introduced  in  some  counties,  un* 
der  particular  a£h  before  that  time ;  but  that  bill  was  rejefled 
by  the  Lords :  since  that  time  more  parishes  have,  in  like 
manner,  been  incorporated  into  distri£b. 

It  may  be  of  service  to  know  what  success  has  attended 
them)  tne  ex{>erience  firom  the  several  houses  of  industry 
within  these  distriAs,  may  furnish  useful  information  for  thie 
Ibrming  a-genoral  regulation  upon  the  suUe£t  now  before  us  ; 
and,  it  is  hoped,  some  motions  may  be  framed  by  the  cpmw 
mittee,  upon  which  the  order  of  this  House  may  be  given  {6t 
procuring  such  returns  from  those  houses  of  industry,  and  also 
£rom  work-houses,  which  have  been  established  in  many  cities 
and  town%  by  the  authority  of  particular  a£b  of  parliament^ 
which  may  shew  under  what  rules,  bye-laws,  and  regulatiomti^ 
fuch  houses  have  been  condudbed,  and  how  the  poor  h:^ve 
been  employed  and  maintained  therein. 

I  wish  to  have  these  enquiries  extended  further,  and  thmk 
the  reformation  of  the  houses  of  corredUpn,  in  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  must,  constitute  an  essential  part  of  any  general  anil 
oseral  regulation  j  as  I  fear,  instead  of  correction  and  labour^ 
idJenesSf  drunkenness,  and  all  sorts  of  profligacy,  are  but  too 
pjpevaknt  in  many  of  those  houses,  from  whence  the  perscmt 
sent  thither,  generally  return  more  wicked  and  abaindoned 
than  they  went. 

The  vagrants  likewise  seem  to  be  objefb  yprthy  our  atten* 
tion  and  enquiry  ^  the  great  increase  of  expence  to  jnany  coun^ 
ties,  in  maintaining  and  passing  them,  is  alarming,  and  gives, 
reason  to  susped,  &af  ^e^p  are  frauds  and  abuses  in  the  exe- 
cution of  those  laws. 

.  llie  committee  paay  alsp  form  motions  upon  those  heads, 
which  may  be  (he  means  of  procuring  necessary  information, 
for  considering  thqse  objci£b  with  the  others  the  next  session. 

Every 
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Every  stiep  of  this  sort  ought  to  have  a  teodiacy  tp  noam 
general  phn.  I  have  turned  my  Aoughts  ¥€3rymudiupoii.tto 
subjefty  and  shall  communicate  them  freelj  to  the  oOHunittfiCr 
where  I  hope  to  hear  the  sentiments  of  many  oAer  gentlemen 
upon  it;  and  that  when  we  have  conferred  together,  we  shall 
be  able  to  form  something  ^hich  may  be  baiefidal  to  thia 
country,  upon  the  principles  established  by  the  aft  of  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

I  cannpt  conclude  without  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
House,  for  their  indulgence  and  very  great  attention  to  what 
t  have  taken  the  liberty  of  representing  for  their  consi4cration, 
iipon  this  very  interesting  and  important  subjed. 

He  moved.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  review  and 
consider  the  several  laws  which  concern  the  relief  and  settle- 
ment of  the  poor,  and  the  laws  relating  to  vagrants  jp  and  2ho 
the  state  of  the  several  houses  of  correction  in  England^  and 
report  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  to  the  House} 
Smd  a  committee  was  appointed  accordingly. 

Mr.  Hartley.  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity  of  making 
iome  apology  to  the  House,  for  the  trouble  which  I  am  going 
to  give  them  this  day;  and  to  assure  them,  that  it  is  witn  tiie 
jgreatest  deference  that  I  presume  to  obtrude  any  sentiments 
of  mhle,  upon  the  important  subjc6t  of  America.  ThxHigh  I 
have  so  lately  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  tliis  House,  yet  I 
have  for  many  years  turned  my  thoughts  and  attention  'Itt 
matters  of  public  concern  and  national  policy.  This  question 
bf  America,  is  now  of  many  years  standing;  of  the  greatest 
public  notoriety,  as  to  the  fafts  'upon  which  it  turns;  an4 
every  opinion  has  been  so  fiilly  debated  over  and  over,  that 
any  man  who  has  given  his  mind  to  public  business,  may  b^ 
apposed  equally  informed  out  of  the  House  as  in  it. 

Whcu  I  thrcMT  out  the  propositions  casuaUy  before  Christ* 
hiasj  which  I  shall  offer  more  formally  to  youto^ay,  my  vieir 
was  in  no  sort  hostile  to  the  administration.  I  saw  the  difficult 
\j  that  we  were  got  into  by  our  own  precipitancy;  that  im^ 
happy  dilemma,  which  offered  nothing  but  ruin  in  gomg  foiv 
ward,  or  disgrace  in  the  retreat-  I  was  in  hopes,  from  some 
phrases  dropt  by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  treasury,  in 
tlie  begiiiing  of  the  session,  of  others  being  more  sanguine 
and  more  impatient  than  himself;  that  he  at  least  would  have 
"shewn  some  disposition  to  relent:  and  I  still  believe,  if  he  were 
at  liberty  to  follow  his  own  inclination  and  judgment,  that  it 
wcJuId  be  so.  I  am  the  more  warranted  in  thinking  so,  from 
the  proposition  which  the  noble  lord  himself  offered  to  the 
puse  some  time  ago,     Th^e  was  in  that  pro|5bsition,  a  shew 

of 


A 1775-        "^'O    t    B    A    T    E    S.  381 

6f 'd>ndliati0h  to  cslptivatd  6t\t  side  of  the  House,  and  suffix 
dent  to  betray  what  were  hi»  ipum  wishes;  bat  on  the  other 
side  there  was  the  reality  of  every  unrelenting  and  ^ndifliTe 
measure  anrtexedi  to  prove,  that  thetie  still:  were  others  more 
sanguine  aild  more  impatient  than  himself;  over:  Whom,  with 
oD  his  abiirtie^,  with  all  his  eloquence,  with  all  the  advan* 
tages  of  his  srttiatioh,  he  could'  not  maintain-  his'  lafcendaic; 
whatever  stfuggles  the  noble  lord  may  have  had-'wlfh'hiniMif 
orhis  friends,  they  are  all  at  an  endj  the  die  to' cast  ibr  war 
with  America.  -  It  was  found,  that  any  conciliatory  .propel 
tion  must  have  been  in  some  degree  a  concession,  wiiidi  none 
of  his  xmreieming  friends  would  consent  toi     ■■,»•'        : 

•  However,  by  the  noble  lord*s  proposition,  there  is  one  cd»» 
cession  made  to  America,  under  the  authority  of  thiii  Hdow^ 
which  cannot  be  recalled;  and  which  finally  and  coAckisivi^ 
!y  condemns  the  condud  of  every  administration  for  titxe^  ten 
years  past,  one  excepted;  I  mean  the  repeal  of  the  stsanp  aA. 
if  It  can  be  proper  now  to  oflSar  to  the  colonies  to  ^pty  upoli 
requisition,  what  can  this  nation  say  for  having  kept  our  of 
the  only  right  road  for  ten  years  ?  How  can  we  censore  the 
colonies  for  any  errors  committed  by  them,  which  were  the 
consequences  of  our  own  beginning  at  the  wrong  end?  Th</ 
a  threat  is  now  annexed  to  the  noble  lord's  requisition,  yet 
if,  at  first,  we  had  begun  with  a  requisition  instead  of  tax- 
ing, it  would  have  been  more  just  and  prudent.  There  could 
be  no  justice  or  prudence  in  threatening  a  people  who 'had 
always  contributed  most  freely;  who  never  would  hav^  called 
pur  supposed  right  in  question,  but  for  our  misapplication 
of  it.  Therefore,  Sir,  when  I  have  blxwght  back  the  aoUe 
lord's  compulsory  requisition,  to  my  fnee  requisition,  it  ttands 
confessed  upon  the  very  nature  of  his  proposition  itself,  that 
I  have  set  it  upon  its  own  true  original  grouAd. 

There  is  another  objeftion  to  Ae  noble  lord's  plan,  which 
as  I  have  mentioned  it  upon  a  former  occasion,  I  shall  only 

•  remind  you  of  in  a  few  words;  I  mean  a  breach  of  faith  with 
the  colonics.  A  secretary  of  state  writes,  in  1769,  a  circu- 
lar letter  to  the  colonies,  to  assure  them.  That  you  will  ne- 
ver raise  a  revenue  by  taxing.  A  few  years  after,  upon  a 
negociation  with  the  East  India  Company,  the  three-penny 
tea-tax  becomes  not  only  merely  a  quiet-rent  for  the  point  of 
honour,  but  rises  to  an  aftual  revenue.     Then  you  plead, 

'  that  you  did  not  break  your  word,  as  the  revenue  arising  was 
not  in  your  original  intentions,  but  only  casual,  from  a  regu- 
lation of  trade.  •  But  what  can  you  say  now  ?  The  noble 
ford  boasts^  that  he  has  put  the  question  upon  the  true  ground, 

a  demaiqid 
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a  demand  fi>r  a  substambl  revenuei  a  dcnUtndy  attcoddl  wkh 
threats  of  compulsion.    What  it  this  k»  than  raUng  a.  !•• 

irenue  by  a  tax  ? 

But  in  anycas^Iet  the  noble  lord  thmk  what  he  will  iaf 
liis  proposition)  why  has  he  not^  in  so  many  W€da»  giVtoi 
-it  some  praAicabk  shape?  Why  has  he  not  offered  sdme 
■ft  of  Parliament  to  give  it  efieft?  However,  as  he  Itts 
HMnitted.  that,  I  shall  take  the  proposition  withoiit  its  <A» 
jeftionable  parts,  and  propose  an  address  to  the  King  to  give 
jt.fbrce;  in  which  motion,  I  hope  to  meet  with  the  tiipmrt 
ssf  those  gentlemen  who  gave  it  comitenance  origihallyt  Wbefci 
•it  camie  m>mthe  noMelord.  I  shall  give  the  wh<de  substance 
.lof  tliepropositi<m(  only  leaving  out  in  the  address  to  the  Bong, 
jmj  threats  of  the  compulsion  which  you  meditate  in  reserve. 
3£joa  think  that  you  have  the  right  of  taxing,  I  pass  it  over 
in.silence^-r-if  you  have  the  power,  I  do  not — ^I  cannot,  take 
ihat  away.  Then  make  a  free  requisition;  and  be  contended 
to  keep  to  yourselves  the  satisfeUltion  of  thinking,  thatyoa 
-have  something  in  reserve,  in  case  of  non-compliance.  Keep 
that  /c^  silentio  ;  at  least  till  you  find  that  it  becomes  neces- 
sary. I  am  not  an  advocate  either  for  the  right  or  the  expe- 
dioicy  of  taxing  the  Americans,  but  the  contrary.  However 
as  far  as.  we  go  the  same  road  of  requisitions,  let  us  go 
tc^ether. 

.  As  what  I  have  to  offer,  will  be  founded  upon  requisi- 
tions to  the  colonies,  I  will  endeavour  to  answer  an  objection 
before  hand,  which  I  have  heard ,  in  this  House.  It  is  to  the 
plan  of  royal  requisition.  '  This  objection  to  the  interference 
of  the  royal  name,  comes  from  a  side  of  the  House,  from  which 
one  shoidd  least  have  expedted  it.  However,  if  this  be  an 
objeftion,  mine  are  not  m^/j/ requisitions.  My  motion  origi- 
nates from  the  House  of  Commons,  to  desire  the  King,  as  the 
executive  magistrate,  to  put  their  plan  into  efieft.  If  thSe  power 
of  making  requisitions  to  the  colonies,  is  not  in  the  King; 
my  motion  is  to  give  the  authority  and  sanation  of  Parliament 
to  this  measure.  It  is  so  far  from  being  my  proposition,  to 
enable  the  crown  to  raise  what  supply  it  can  from  America,  in- 
dependent of  Parliament;  that  my  motion  is  the  very  first 
which  has  ever  had  in  contemplation,  to  lay  a  parliamentary 
controul  upon  that  power;  and  to  require  that  all  answers 
from  America  shall  be  laid  before  this  House  for  the  very 
purpose  of  controuling  that  power  in  the  crown.  I  have  so 
doubly  guarded  that  point,  that  my  motion  is  not  even  for 
the  crown  to  demand  a  supply  from  America;  but  for  ser- 
vices 
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T^Nc^slito  be  performed  m  America;  for  the  defence,  security 
4UQd  protection  of  the  cokmies  themselves. 

I  nifould  wbh  to  state  to  the  House  the  merits  of  this  que^ 

'f^on^  of  reqtimtiong  to  the  colonies  |  and  to  see  upon  what 

prtnciplet  k  is  founded;  to  revise  and  settle  the  accoantt 

-eetween  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies^'  and  then>  tipott 

«  fbondUtion  of  distributive  justieej  to  come  to  some  settle- 

^itoent.    We  -hear  of  nothing  nowj  but  the  protection  which 

:Vft  have  given  to  them;  of  the  immense  etpence  incurred 

^n  their  aceountk  -  We  are  told  that  th^  have  done  nothing 

lor  themselves;  that  they  pay  no  taxes;  m  ^orty  every  thing 

is  asserted  about  America  to  serve  the  jnresent  turti^  withoot 

,  the  least  regard  to  truth*    I  would  have  these  toatttrs  .^tirtf 

•iftedout. 

•  To  begin  with  the  late  war.  The  Americans  tomtd 
the  success  of  the  war,  at  both  ends  of  the  line.  Genenl 
Monkton  took  Beausejour  in  Nova  Scotia  with  1500  pfO» 
vincial  troops  and  about  aoo  regulars.  Sir  William  John9(|ii 
in  the  othe^  part  of  America,  changed  the  face  of  the  war 
to  success  with  a  provincial  army,  which  took  Baron  Dieskan 
prisoner.  But,  Sir,  the  glories  of  the  war,  under  the  united 
British  and  American  arms,  are  recent  in  every  one's  memory. 
Suffice  it  to  decide  this  question,  that  the  Americans  bore» 
even  in  our  judgment,  more  than  their  full  proportion; 
that  this  House  did  annually  vote  them  an  acknowledgment 
of  their  zeal  and  strenuous  efforts,  and  a  compensation  for  the 
excess  of  their  zeal  and  expences,  above  their  due  proportion. 
They  kept,  one  year  with  another  near  25000  men  on  foot,  and 
lost  in  the  war  the  flower  of  their  youth.  How  strange  must 
it  appear  to  them  to  hear  of  nothing  down  to  the  year  1 763, 
(March  14,  1763)  but  encomiums  upon  their  a^ive  zeal  and 
tfrenuous  efforts^  and  then,  no  longer  after  than  the  year  1 7641 
in  such  a  trice  of  time,  to  see  the  tide  turn,  and  from  that  hour 
to  this  to  hear  it  asserted  that  they  were  a  burden  upon  the 
common  cause ;  asserted  even  in  that  same  Parliament,  which 
had  voted  them  compensations  for  the  liberality  and  excess  of 
their  services. 

Nor  did  they  stint  their  services  to  North  America  they 
followed  the  British  Arms  out  of  their  continent,  to  the  Ha^ 
vannah  and  Martinique,  after  the  compleat  conquest  of  Ame-* 
•rica.  And  so  they  had  done  in  the  preceding  war.  They 
were  not  grudging  of  their  exertions, — ^they  were  at  the  siege 
of  Carthagena — ^yet  what  was  Carthagena  to  them,  but  as  menw 
^bers  of  the  common  cause,  of  the  glory  of  this  country?— In 
that  war  too^  Sir,  they  took  Louisbourg  from  the  French, 
91^^  handed^  without  any  European  assistance;  as  mettled 
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an  enterprize'as  any  in  our  history!  an  everlasting  memonjd 
ofthezeal>  courage  ^d  perseverance  ofthe  troops  ofNcvf 
Kngiand.  The  men  themsehres  dragged  tha  cannon  over  si 
morass  which  had  always  been  thought  impassaUci  where  nei*> 
ther  horses  nor  oxen  could  go^  and  they  carried  the  shot  upon 
their  backs. .  And  what  .was  i  their  reward  fopr  this  forwac^ 
and  spirited  enterprizeo  £ar.the  redu&ioa  of.  this  Ajnevicaii 
iDlttkirk^  TheirrewardSirf  you  know  very  well:  itwasgiv^vi 
Up  for  a  barrier  to  tb^  Dutch.  The  only  conquest  in  thai 
Wfir  .which,  you  had.  to  give  up>  which  would  ha^  beat 
•a  efi^£bial  barrier  tp  them  against  the  French  power  ill 
Amo^y  thoi^h.  conquered  by  themselves^  was  surrendered 
IbfA  S^tfiff^  barrier.  As  a  substitute  for  this,  yoo  settle 
Halifax  for  a  place  (Parmes,  leaving  the  limits  of  the  provudcc 
|lf{^)J9va. Scotia  as'a  matter  of  contest  with  the  French^  which 
jtould  ]!K)t  fail  ^q  provcj  ^.  it  did,  the  cause  of  another  war* 
Had  you  kq>t  Louisbourg  instead  of  settling  Halifax,  the  Ame- 
ncaiif  may  say,  at  least,,  that  there  would  not  have  beeo  that 
fretQxt  for  imputing  the  late. war  tb  th^ir  account.  It  1^ 
been  their  forwardness. in  your,  cause^  that  made  them  the  ob** 
JeQsrof  the  French  resentment*  In  the  war  of  1744^  at  yOnf 
requisition,  they  were  the  aggressors  with  the  French  in  AtDft- 
rica.  Wc  know  th^  orders  given  to  Mons.  D'Anville,  to  de^ 
stroy  and  lay  all  their  sea-port  towns  in  a^es;  and  we  know 
the  cause  of  that  resentment  j  it  was  to  revenge  their  cD&quesi 
of  Louisbourg. 

Whenever  Great  Britain  has  declared  war,  they  have  taken 
their  part.  They  were  engaged  in  King  William's  wars  and 
Queen  Ann's,  even  in  their  infancy.  They  conquered  Acadili 
in  the  last  century  for  us,  and  we  then  gave  it  up.  Agaix^. 
in  Queen  Ann's  war  they  conquered  Nova  Scotia,  which,  Srolm 
that  time,  has  always  belonged  to  Great  Britain..  They 
have  been  engaged  in  more  than  one  expedition  to  Canada^ 
ever  foremost  to  partake  of  honour  and  danger  with  the  mo^ 
ther  country. 

Well,  Sir,  what  have  we  done  for  them  ?  Have  we  con^ 
quered  the  country  for  them  from  the  Indisgis?  Have  wc 
cleared  it?  .Have  we  drained  it.**  Have  wc  made  it  habita- 
ble? What  have  we  done  for  them?  I  Believe  precisely  no- 
thing at  all,  but  just  keeping  watch  and  ward  over  their  trader 
that  they  should  receive  nothing  but  from  ourselves,  and  at 
our  own  price.  I  will  not  positively  say,  that  we  have  spent 
•nothing*,  though  I  don't  recollect  any  such  article  upon  our 
journals:  but  I  mean,  not  any  material,  jsxpence  in  aetting 
them-  out  as  colonists,     'ihe  royal  military  government  of 

-^..  ,LU  rN0l8a 
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Nova  Scotia  cost^  indeed,  not  a  little  sum ;  above  joo^oooL 
for  its  plantatioui  and  its  £rst  years.  Had  your  other  colo-« 
Die^  cost  any  thine  4similar,  either  in  their  outset  or  support, 
there  would  have  been  something  to  say  on  that  side;  but 
instead  of  that,  they  have  been  left  to  themselves  for  100,  or 
150  years,  upon  the  fortune  and  capital  of  private  adventur- 
ers, to  encounter  every  difficulty  and  danger.  What  towns 
have  we  built  for  them  ?  What  deserts  have  We  cleared  I 
What  country  have  we  conquered  for  them  from  the  Indians  ? 
Name  the  officers— name  the  troops — ^the  expeditions — ^their 
dates.  Where  are  they  to  be  found  ?  Not  in  tl^e  journals 
of  this  kingdom.     They  are  no  where  to  be  found. 

In  all  the  wars  which  have  been  common  to  us  and  them, 
they  have  taken  their  full  share.  But  in  all  their  own  dan- 
gers, in  aU  the  difficulties  belonging  separately  to  their  situa- 
tion, in  all  the  Indian  wars  which  did  not  mimediately  con- 
cern us,  we  left  them  to  themselves  to  struggle  their  way 
.through.  For  the  whim  of  a  minister,  you  can  bestow  half  • 
a  miUion  to  build  a  town,  and  to  plant  a  royal  colony  of  Nova 
Scotia ;  a  greater  sum  than  you  have  bestowed  upon  every 
other  colony  together,  since  their  foundation. 

And  notwithstanding  all  these,  which  are  the  real  fa£b^ 
now  that  they  have  struggled  through  their  difficulties,  and 
begin  to  hold  up  their  heads,  and  to  shew  that  empire  which 
promises  to  be  the  foremost  in  the  world,  we  claim  them  and 
theirs,  as  implicitly  belonging  to  us,  without  any  considera- 
tion of  their  own  rights.  We  charge  them  with  ingratitude^ 
without  the  least  regard  to  truth,  just  as  if  this  kingdom  had 
for  a  century  and  a  half  attended  to  no  other  objeft ;  as  if 
all  our  revenue,  all  our  power,  all  our  thought,  had  been 
bestowed  upon  them,  and  all  our  national  debt  had  been  con- 
traded  m  the  Indian  wars  of  America,  totally  forgetting  the 
subordination  in  commerce  and  manufadfaires,  in  which  we 
have  bound  them  5  and  for  which,  at  least,  we  owe  them  help 
towards  their  protection. 

Look  at  the  preamble  of  the  a(Sl  of  navigation,  and  every 
American  ad,  aiid  see  if  the  interests  of  this  country  is  not  the' 
avowed  objeft.  If  they  make  a  hat  or  a  piece  of  steel,  an  aft 
of  Parliament  calls  it  a  nuisance :  a  tilting  hammer,  a  steel 
furnace,  pnust  be  abated  in  America  as  a  nuisance.  Is  it  so 
with  their  fellow  subjefti  cmi  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  ?  Are 
the  hats  and  cloths  of  Gloucestershire  nuisances?  Are  the 
tilting  hammers  of  Pontipo6l  nuisances?  Are  the  cutleries 
of  Sheffield  and  Birmingham  nilisances ;  Are  the  stockings 
^of  Nottingliapn  nuisances  ?  Are  the  linens  of  Scotland,  Irt* 
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hmdf  orBroomsgrove  nuisances?  Are  the  woollen  cloths  of 
Yorkshire,  the  crapes  of  Norwieh,  or  the  cottons  of  Man- 
chester, nuisances  r  Sir,  I  speak  from  fiilfts.  I  caH  yoor 
hooks  of  statutes  and  journals  to  witness.  With  the  least 
^ecoUeftion,  every  one  must  acknowledge  the  truth  (^  theso^ 


■    But  k  is  said,  the  peace  establishment  of  North  America  has 
hcciif  and  is,  very  expensive  to  this  country.     Sir,  for  whaf 
has  been,  let  us  take  the  peace  establishment  befi^re  1739,  and 
after  1 748.     All  that  I  can  find  in  your  journals  is,  four  com- 
|ianies  kept  up  at  New  York,  and  three  companies  in  Caro-> 
Una.     As  to  the  four  companies  at  New  York,  this  country 
should  know  best  why  they  put  themselves  to  that  expence ; 
or  whether  they  were  really  at  any  expence  at  all ;  &«r  these 
were  companies  of  fictitious  men.     Unless  the  money  was  re-^ 
paid  into  die  treasury,  it  was  applied  to  some  other  purpose^ 
for  these  compames  were  not  a  quarter  fidL    In  the  year  1 754, 
two  of  them  were  sent  op  to  Albany,  to  attend  commissioners 
to  treat  with  the  six  nations,  to  impress  them  with  a  high  idesr 
of  our  military  power;  to  dispby  alt  the  pomp  and  ckxrum* 
stance  of  war  befosre  them,  in  hopes  to  scare  them ;  when,  in 
iruth,  we  made  a  very  ridiculous  figure.    The  whc^  comple-^ 
snent  of  the  two  companies  did  not  exceed  thirty  tattered,  tot^ 
ferihg  invalids,  fitter  to  scare  the  crows.^    Thb  information  E 
luve  had  from  eye-witnesses.  * 

It  has  not  fallen  in  my  way  to  hear  any  account  of  the  three 
Carolina  compamies:  these  are  trifles.  The  substantial  ques-' 
tion  is,What  material  expence  have  you  been  at  in  the  periods 
alluded  to,  for  the  peace  establishment  of  North  America? 
Ransack  your  journals,  search  your  public  offices  for  army  or; 
ordnance  expences.  Make  out  your  bill,  and  let  us  see  what 
it  is.  No  one  yet  knows  it.  Had  there  been  any  such,  I  be*- 
lieve  the  administration  would  have  produced  it  before  now, 
with  aggravation ;  as  was  the  case  a  few  years  ago  with  the 
East  Jndia  company,  who  had  their  effefts  arrested'for  a  long . 
bill,  when  they  little  expefted  it,  and  that  bill  too  not  very 
scrupulously  charged :  but  when  money  is  in  the  case^  vrbb^ 
ther  from  the  east  or  from  the  west,  ministers  can  make  as-long 
bills  as  other  people. 

But  is  not  the  peace  establi^ment  of  North  America  now 
Very  high,  and  veiy  expensive?.  I  would  answer- that  by 
another  question ;  Why  should  the  peace  estaMishment  since 
the  late  was,  and  the  total  expulsion  of  the  French  interest  be 
Ixigher  than  it  was  before  the  late  war,  and  when  the  French 
assessed  above  half  the  American  continent?  -If  it  be  S9» 
itore  must  be  some  singular  reason.  -^    . 
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I  cannot  suppose  that  you  mean,  imder  the  general  term  of 

North  America,  to  saddle  all  the  expences  of  Canada,  Novia 

Scotia,  Cape  Breton,  Newfoundland,  Florida,  and  the  West 

*  Indies,  upon  the  old  colonies  of  North  America.  You  can- 
not mean  to  feeep  the  sovereignty,  the  property,  the  possession 
(these  are  the  terms  of  "the  session  in  the  treaty  of  1763)  to 
yourselves,  and  lay  the  expence  of  the  military  'establishment, 
which  you  think  proper  to  keep  up,  upon  the-old  colonies. 

Sir,  the  colonies  never  thought  of  interfering  in  the  prero- 
gative of  making  war  or  peace;  but  if  this  nation  can  be  so 
unjust  as  to  meditate  the  settling  the  expence  of  your  new  con- 
quests separately  upon  them,  they  ought  to  have  had  a  voice 
in  settling  the  terms  of  peace.  It  is  you,  on  this  side  of  the  wa- 
ter, who  have  first  brought  up  the  idea  of  separate  interests, 
by  planning  separate  and  distindt  charges.  It  was  their  men, 
and  their  money,  which  had  conquered  North  America  and 

*  the  West  Indies,  as  well  as  yours,  though  you  seized  all  the 
spoils  ;  but  they  never  thought  of  didtating  to  you  what  you 
should  keep  or  what  you  should  give  up,  little  dreaming  that 
yOii  reserved  the  expence  of  your  military  governments  for 
them.  Who  gave  up  the  Havannah.^  Who  gave  up  Marti- 
nique ?  Who  gave  up  Guadaloupe,  with  Mariegalante  ? 
Who  gave  up  Santa  Lucia  ?  Who  gave  up  the  Newfoundland 
fishery  ?  Who  gave  up  all  thesp ,  without  their  consent,  with- 
out their  participation,  without  their  consultation,  and  after 
all  without  equivalents  ?  Sir,  if  your  colonies  had  but  been 
jpermitted  to  have  gathered  up  the  crumbs  which  have  fallen 
irom  your  table,  they  would  have  gladly  supported  the  whole 
establishment  of  North  America. 

Your  colonies  have  how  shewn  you  the  value  of  lands  in 
North  America  ;  and  therefore  yoU  have  vested  in  the  crown 
the  sovereignty,  property,  and  possession  of  infinite  trails  of 
land,  perhaps  as  extensive  as  aU  Europe,  which  the  crown 
inay  dispose  of  at  its  own  price,  as  the  land  rises  in  America,  , 
iand  grants  become  invaluable ;  and  to  enable  the  crown  to 
support  an  arbitrary  military,  nay  even  a  Romish  govenv- 
ftient,  till  these  lands  rise  to  their  future  immense  value, 
you  are  casting  about  to  saddle  the  expence  either  upon 
the  American  or  the  British  supplies.  The  Americans  must, 
indeed,  be  in  a  state  of  insanity,  if  they  do  not  see  the 
tendency  of  all  this ;  and  we  oui^selvcs  must  be  more  insane 
and  blind  even  than  the  Americans  5  we,  who  have  already 
seen  the  patronage  of  the  East  Indies  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  and  who  now  see  the  sovereignty,  property,  and 
session  of  Ncftth  Akifierica,  with  every  miUtatyund  despi 

Cca  p< 
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power,  vested  solely  in  the  King's  hands;  we,  who  are  made 
to  learn  every  hour,  by  precept  and  example,  that  charters, 
being  but  the  breath  of  kings,  are  to  be  annihilated  by  the 
breath  of  pliable  Parliaments;  we  must  be.  Sir,  I  say,  more 
insane  than  them,  if  w^do  not  see  the  tendency  of  all  this, 
and  if  we  do  not  provide  in  time  for  our  own  security,  as  well . 
as  for  that  of  America.  I  will  not  suppose,  that  we  can  be 
so  improvident  as  not  to  attend  to  these  important  and  per- 
haps not  very  distant  events ;  nor,  with  respe^  to  the  present 
question,  will  I  suppose  that  Parliament  meditates  so  great 
an  injustice,  as  to  require  your  old  colonies  to  support  the 
charge  of  all  your  new  conquests,  and  all  the  rest  of  America. 

This  country  is  very  liberal  in  its  boasting  of  its  protec- 
tion and  parental  kindness  to  America.  Is  it  for  that  purpose 
that  we  have  converted  the  province  of  Canada  into  an  abso- 
Uite  and  military  government,  and  liave  established  the  Romish 
bigotry  dominant,  as  a  terror  upon  all  our  ancient  and  pro- 
testant  colonics  ?  What  security,  what  proteftion  do  they  de- 
rive ?  In  what  sort  are  they  the  better  for  the  conquest  of  the 
French  dominions,  if  we  take  that  opportunity  to  establish  a 
government,  civil,  military,  and  ecclesiastical,  in  the  utmost 
degree  hostile  to  the  government  of  our  own  provinces,  and 
with  the  intent  to  set  a  thorn  in  their  sides  f  Is  this  affec- 
tion and  parental  kindness?  Surely  you  do  not  expeA  that 
they  should  be  taxed  and  tallftiged  to  pay  for  this  rod  of  irc« 
which  you  are  preparing  for  them  ! 

Now,  Sir,  I  come  to  a  point,  in  which  I  think  you  may  be 
said  to  have  given  some  proteftion.  I  mean  the  protedbon  of 
your  fleet  to  the  American  commerce.  And  even  here  I  am 
at  a  loss  by  what  terms  to  call  it ;  whether  you  are  protecting 
yourselves  or  them.  They  are  your  cargoes,  your  manufa£hu"es, 
your  commerce,  your  navigation.  Every  ship  from  America  is 
bound  to  Great  Britain.  '  None  entei  an  American  port,  but 
British  ships  and  men.  While  you  are  defending  the  Ameri- 
•  can  commerce,  you  are  defending  Leeds  and  Halifax,  Sheffield 
and  Birmingham,  Manchester  and  Hull,  Bristol  and  Liverpool, 
London,  Dublin  and  Glasgow.  However,  as  our  fleet  docs 
prote6l  whatever  commerce  belongs  to  them,  let  that  be  set  to 
the  account.  It  is  an  argument  to  them,  as  well  as  to  us. 
As  it  has  been  the  sole  policy  of  this  kingdom,  for  ages,  by 
the  operation  of  every  commercial  aft  of  Parliament,  to  niake 
the  American  commerce  totally  subservient  to  our  own  con- 
venience, the  least  that  we  owe  to  them  in  return  is  pro- 
tection. 

Sir,  I  have  now  stated  my  sentiments  upon  the  prel^ni- 
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ixary  matters.  I  have  endeavoured  to  state  the  services,  in  war* 
xxf  the  Americans,  with  ours,  and  their  mutual  proportions  ; 
in  which,  by  our  own  confession,  the  Americans  have  taken 
more  than  their  share,  I  have  stated  the  expence  of  your 
iniHtary  establishment  for  them,  such  as  it  has  been,  or  such 
as  it  need  to  be,  always  protesting  against  the  imposition  of  the 
charge  of  the  conquered  provinces  upon  them';  Mid  I  have 
stated  the  necessity  and  convenience  of  your  fleet  to  their  com- 
merce. Let  this  line  of  dividing  the  question  be  pursued  to 
what  minuteness  you  will,  in  order  that  we  may  come  to  a 
fundamental  judgment ;  let  debtor  or  creditor  fall  on  which 
5ide  it  will,  I  have  no  bias  to  either  side  of  the  argument  ; 
but  to  have  perfeft  and  liberal  justice  done,  and  reconcile- 
ment, if  possible,  effcfted  upon  sound  and  equitable  prin-» 
ciples.  I  will  beg  leave  to  read  to  the  House  a  draught  of  a 
letter  of  requisition,  which  I  have  drawn  up  after  the  manner 
of  former  requisitions  to  the  colonies,  and  which  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  adapt  to  the  present  circumstances. 

Here  he  read  the  following  draught  *  of  a  letter  of  requi- 
sition to  the  colonies. 

"  His  Majesty  having  nothing  so  much  at  heart,  as  to  see 
«very  part  of  his  dominions  put  into  a  state  of  security, 
both  by  sea  and  land,  against  any  attack,  or  even  appre- 
hension of  attack,  from  foreigii  powers,  has  therefore  parti- 
cularly taken  into  his  consideration  the  necessity  of  keeping 
^p  a  respectable  marine  establishment;  as  well  for  the  a£bial 
prote^on  of  the  commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain  and 
America;  as  to  maintain  undiminished  the  power  and  pre- 
eminence of  the  royal  flag  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  pre- 
serve that  navy,  which  has  in   the  time  of  war  carried  us 

*  This  draught  is  mtade  out  according  to  the  usual  and  of- 
ficial forms,  and  upon  the  model  of  former  letters  of  requisi- 
tion to  the  colonies.  Whenever  it  has  been  thought  proper 
to  require  aids  from  the  colonies,  it  has  been  the  invariable 
custom  for  the  secretary  of  state  to  write  a  circular  letter  tp 
■the  governors  of  the  several  provinces,  stating  the  occasion  of 
the  demand,  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  necessity, 
importance,  or  expediency  of  the  services  required,  with  di-p- 
reftions  to  lay  the  same  before  the  respeftive  assemblies^  "  to 
use  his  influence  with  them,  and  to  recommend  it  to  them  to 
take  these  matters  into  tkeir  consideration,  and  to  comply  with 
such  reasonal  requisitions.^*— yAf  American  colonies  have  ever 
complied  most  chearfitlly  ani  liberally  with  all  st$cb  reasonable  and 
constitutional  requisitions. 
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triumphant  over  all  your  enemies,  from  falling^ into  ne- 
gleft  or  inadlion  in  the  time  of  peace.  The  naval  power 
of  Great  Britain  is  more  especially  necessary,  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  his  Majesty's  American  subjc^h,  from  the  special 
nature  of  their  case;  who  have  indeed  each  of  them,  by  their 
respeftive  militias,  a  provincial  security  by  land,  but  from  the 
want  of  a  similar  estabUshment  at  sea,  are  particularly  un- 
guarded on  that  element.  The  colonists  are  dependent  upon 
the  security  of  the  sea,  not  only  for  their  own  trade,  but  like- 
wise for  that  supply  of  British  manufactures,  which,  if  they 
were  under  the  necessity  of  providing  for  themselves,  would 
draw  them  off  from  those  objeAs  of  their  colonization,  which 
are  more  beneficial  to  them,  the  possessing,  and  bringing  into 
cultiu'e,  the  extensive  and  fertile  lands  of  America.  It  is 
therefore  the  peaceable  pursuit  and  enjoyment  of  all  and  every 
one  of  these  advantages,  for  which  they  are  beholden  to  hu 
Majesty's  royal  navy  tor  protection. 

^^  His  Majesty  has  likewise  taken  into  his  consideration  the 
state  of  the  American  Colonies,  with  respedt  to  their  mili- 
tary defence  by  land.  The  glory  of  all  the  American  con- 
quests in  the  late  war,  was  accomplished  by  the  active  zeal, 
and  strenuous  efforts,  of  the  British  and  American  united 
arms;  in  the  prosecution  of  which,  his  Majesty  has  repeat- 
edly had  experience,  that  his  faithful  and  loyal  subjefts  of 
America  have  contributed  more  than  their  proportion. 
His  Majesty  is  therefore  well  pleased,  that  his  American  sub- 
jefts  should  reap,  upon  the  fortunate  termination  of  that  war, 
the  advantages  of  security  most  peciuliarly  beneficial  to  their 
situation.  He  considers  this  security  as  no  more  than  a  just 
and  adequate  recompence  for  the  liberality,  zeal,  and  courage 
of  their  exertions,  in  the  conquest  of  all  those  hostile  provinces, 
and  in  the  extirpaticui  of  all  those  foreign  European  interests, 
which  have  for  many  years  been  hovering,  with  an  evil  aspeA, 
over  the  British  American  colonies,  and  circumscribing  their 
early  growth, 

^'  His  Majesty  considers,  that  the  establishmeht  and  con- 
firmation of  his  newly-acquired  dominions,  for  the  peace, 
safety,  and  tranquillity  of  his  ancient  and  loyal  colonies,  re- 
quires the  same  union  of  mind  and  measures  between  all 
his  subjefts  on  each  side  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  by  which 
they  were  acquired  ;  and  that  suitable  and  proportionate  pro- 
visions should  be  made>  by  the  respedtive  parts  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions,  acording  to  the  interest  or  advantages  to 
each  respectively  resulting ;  the  sovereignty,  ^»^perty  and 
possession  of  the  said  conquered  dominions^  being  ceded  to 
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.  Great  Britain  on  the  one  side;  and  a  permanent -add  peaceable 
Security,  From  all  foreign  enemies^  or  foreign  forces,  being  tM 
i^eneficial  advantage  acquired,  and  from  the  time  of  their  com 
quest  enjoyed,  by  the  American  colonies  on  the  other.  Hit 
Majesty  thcrefbrc,  on  this  subjeft  considers,  that  in  reason,  bf 
snuch  the  greater  part  of  the  expences  of  the  establishment  of 
the  conquered  provinces  -showldJEall  where  the  sovereigngrj 
property  and  possession  are  vested. 

"  With  respe£b  to  the  military  defence  of  his  Majesty*s  an^ 
cicnt  colonies,  the  same  plan  'may  be  adopted,  which  has  ob* 
tained  in  former  times  of  peace,  as  no  greater  standing  fbrcjK 
need  be  added  to  the  militias  of  each  province,  than  was  found 
necessary,  before  the  expulsion  of  all  foreign  interests  froni 
North  America.  Upon  consideration  of  each  of  these  branches 
requiring  some  military  establishment,  his  Majesty  thinks  if 
Becessary,  with  the  consent  of  Parliament,  to  keep  up  some 
iBtanding  forces  in  America,  as  well  for  the  security  ef  his 
newly  acquired  dominions,  as  to  be  in  readiness,  in  case  any 
of  his  ancient  colonies  should  be  attacked,  to  aft  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  militia  of  any  such  colony,  for  the  required  de* 
fence.  His  Majesty  therefore,  upon  consideration  of  the 
premises,  both  with  respeft  to  the  necessary  naval  and  military- 
establishments,  thinks  it  not  unreasonable,  to  order  requisi«> 
tions  to  be  made  to  the  several  assemblies  of  his  loyal  colonies 
in  North  America,  for  a  suitable  and  voluntary  provision,  for 
the  purposes  of  defending,  protefting,  and  securinjg  the  sai4 
•colonies. 

**  And  to  make  the  execution  of  th^s  nwtter  as  <!Oiwenient, 
and  as  satisfaftory  as  possible,  to  his  subjefts  in  America,  his 
Majesty  recommends  the  mode  to  the  option  of  the  colonies; 
.  as  it  will  be  equally  satisfaftory  to  him,  if  the  colonies  them* 
selves  will  undertake  the  perforn^ance  of  the  services,  under 
his  Majesty's  orders,  by  equipping,  arming,-  and  maintaining^ 
a  suitable  number  of  vessels,  with  the  proper  complement  of 
men,  to  be  under  thd  command  of  such  naval  officers,  as  Im 
Majesty  shall  from  time  to  time  appoint;  and  in  like  mannei* 
to  levy,  doath,  pay  and  provide  for,  such  proportion  offerees 
«pon  the  military  establishment  of  America  as  shall  be  equi»> 
-table  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  upon  considera- 
tion of  the  respeftive  abilities  of  each  province;  such  (otct^ 
to  aft  cjther  separately  or  in  cQnjunftion  with  any  other  of 
his  Majesty's  forces,  and  to  be  under  the  supreme  command 
of  all  such  officers  as  his  Majesty  shall  think  proper  to  «p^ 
point.  His  Majesty  will  order  an  account  to  be  laid  befwc 
j:he  sever^  assemblies,  <^  the  Raval  and  military  establisbi*> 
<Dents^  which  his  Majesty  hereby  requires  them  to  foimUK 
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**Hi8  Majesty  is  not  unmindful  of  the  many  restraints  and 
prohibitions  which  the  colonies  are  under,  in  respcA  to  their 
commerce  and  manufiadures;  and  that  many  of  the  regula«> 
tions  established  by  the  authority  of  the  British  Parliament, 
operate  to  the  same  effect  (though  indirectly)  as  taxes. 
This  is  the  accepted  condition  of  their  emigration,  to 
continue  subordinate  to  tl\p  British  commerce,  and  instrur 
mental  to  the  support  and  extension  of  British  manufac- 
tures, while  they  are  left  at  liberty  themselves,  to  spread 
into  the  continent  of  North  America.  But  as  many  of  these 
regulations  and  restraints  were  formed  in  old  times,  when 
the  principles  of  commerce  were  perhaps  ill  understood, 
jmd  as  it  may  be  found  that  many  of  them  are  nugatory,  or 
vexatious  to  the  American  colonies,  without  being  beneficial 
to  Great  Britain ;  his  Majesty  hopes,  that  an  amicable  com^ 
pliance  with  the  above-'^mentioned  reasonable  requisitions, 
and  an  ostensible  contribution  on  the  part  of  tjiie  colonies,  to 
the  general  parliamentary  supply,  will  pave  the  way  for  many 
relaxations  in  the  articles  of  commerce.  And  his  Majesty 
ogives  the  strongest  assurancesto  his  colonists,  that  he  will,  at 
at  all  times,  recommend  to  his  Parliament,  to  revise,  repeal, 
explain,  amend  and  relax,  all  such  restraints  and  prohibitiotls, 
as  shall  appear  to  be  frivolous,  unjust,  impolitic  and  oppressive 
to  the  colonies. 

It  is  with  great  grief  that  his  Majesty,  who  is  ihe  common 
father  of  his  people,  and  views  with  an  equal  eye  of  afieflion, 
his  subjefts  in  every  purt  of  his  dominions,  has  of  late  years 
observed  the  very  unhappy  divisions,  which  have  subsisted 
between  liis  British  i'^riiamei.t  and  the  assemblies  of  his^ 
American  subjects  5  ard  that  nccdlefs  and  imprudent  discus- 
sions of  speculative  points,  from  mutual'  misapprehensions, 
have  been  converted  into  anger  and  animosities,  which 
threaten  the  most  fatal  consequences.  His  Majesty  is  too 
well  acquainted  with  the  natural  justice  and  moderation  of 
his  British  Parlifiment,  to  believe  that  they  could  ever  enter.- 
tain  the  thought  of  any  kno-wn  or  intended  injustice  or  griev- 
ance to  their  fellow  subjeiSts  in  America  5  and  from  the 
many  recent  and  repeated  proofs  of  obedience,  loyalty  and 
affe<^tion,  from  the  colonists,  and  of  their  liberality  and  disin*- 
tcrested  zeal  for  the  honour  of  his  Majesty's  arms, -which  they 
have  freely  and  chearfully  followed  into  distant  climate,  after 
the  complete  conquest  of  America  j  he  is  equally  assiwed  that 
iiii  American  subjefts  are  incapable  of  being  influenced  by 
narrow  or  selfish  motives.  His  Majesty  has  the  fullest  con- 
^dence  in  the  repeated  declarations  of  his  America  colonies^ 

who 
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who  have  separately  and  colleftively  declared,  *J  TJiat  they 
do  sincerely  recognize  their  allegiance  to  his  crown,  and  aU 
due  subordination  to  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain ;  that 
they  shall  always  retain  the  most  grateful  sense  qf  the  assist- 
iance  and  protection  which '  they  have  received ;  that  their 
lives  and  fortunes  are  entirely  devoted  to  his  Majesty's  ser- 
vice, to  which,  on  his  royal  requisitions,  they  have  ever  been 
ready  to  contribute  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability."  There- 
fore his  Majesty  has  the  fullest  dependence,  "  That  whenever 
the  exigencies  of  the  state  may  require  it,  they  will,  as  they 
have  heretofore  done,  chearfully  contribute  their  full  propor- 
tion of  men  and  money."  His  Majesty  entertains  the  most 
confident  hope,  from  the  upright  intentions  of  both  parties, 
that,  upon  a  cool  re-consideration  of  the  original  matters  in 
dispute,  which  his  Majesty  has  endeavoured  to  state  upon  the 
grounds  of  reason,  with  fairness  and  impartiality,  all  un- 
happy animosities  and  civil  distraftions  will  be  composed 
upon  the  solid  foundations  of  equity  and  justice;  and  that 
all  things  will  be  restored  to  that  happy  state  of  harmony  and 
mutual  affedlion  which  subsisted  at  the  termination  of  th€j 
Jate  glorious  war  J  and  that  every  hostile  and  \indiftivc  afl:, 
or  declaration  which  has  passed  from  the  commencement  of 
these  unfortunate  troubles,  will  be  buried  in  everlasting  ob- 
livion. 

*'  It  would  be  a  grievous  affliftion  to  his  Majesty,  to  see  the 
courage  of  his  faithful  subjedte  averted  to  civil  dissensions, 
and  the  lustre  of  the  national  arms  stained  with  civil  blood; 
to  see  the  general  peace  and  tranquillity  broken,  and  invitations 
thereby  thrown  out  to  his  enemies,  to  disturb  the  glorie* 
of  his  reign;  to  seethe  unhappy  divisions  of  this  kingdom 
against  itself,  giving  courage  to  their  secret  resentments,  and 
tempting  them,  in  an  evil  hour,  to  reassume  those  hostile  * 
purposes  against  his  Majesty's  dominions,  which  the  united 
and  compared  powers  of  the  whole  House  of  Bourbon  were 
unable,  in  the  late  glorious  war,  to  accomplish,  against  the 
then  united  and  compared  arms  of  Great  Britain  and  Ame- 
rica. .  His  Majesty's  most  earnest  and  most  anxious  wishes 
are,  to  see  unanimity  restored  amongst  all  his  subjq6b,  that 
they  may  long  enjoy  in  peace  the  fruits  of  those  common 
victories  which  have  heretofore  cemented  them  in  one  general 
cause  5  that  living  in  harmony  and  brotherly  kindness  one 
towards  another,  and  in  one  common  obedience  to  the  su- 
preme legislature,  they  may  join  all  hands  with  one  heart, 
to  support  the  dignity  of  his  Crown,  the  just  authority  of  Par- 
Jiaznent^  the  true  and  combined  interests  of  Great  Britain  and 
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America;  and  thus  transmit  to  posterity,  witli  everlastinig 
honom*,  the  united  empire  of  these  kingdoms." 

This  is  the  plan,  and  the  terms,  or  to  the  effeft,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  a  requisition  on  the 
present  subjeft  should  be  drawn.  I  have  endeavoured  to  state 
the  case  in  such  a  manner  as  may  open  a  way  to  reconcilement 
on  both  sides.  Make  your  requisitions  free,  and  let  them  be 
founded  ip,  reason  and  justice;  and  there  are  no  subje^ls  in  any 
kingdom  that  will  be  deixf  to  reason,  justice,  common  interest, 
and  mutual  obligations :  and  I  am  sure,  from  the  repeated 
liberality  and  zeal  of  our  colonies,  we,  of  all  the  kingdoms  in 
the  worid,  have  the  least  reason  to  distrust  those  of  our  own 
consanguinity. 

'  I  cannot  think  it  a  possible  thing  in  our  constitution,  that 
toy  one  seriously,  upon  a  moment's  refledlion,  can  admit  the 
thought  of  denying  to  the  Americans  their  judgment  upon  the 
necessity  or  application  of  money  required.  That  is  the  right 
of  all  free  subjefts,  without  which  they  have  nothing  that 
they  can  call  their  own.  Let  your  requisitions  be  free,  for 
reasonable  and  substantial  services,  and  faithfriUy  performed, 
and  there  is  no  example  of  a  refusal  in  such  a  case,  in  any 
state.  That  consents  are  withheld,  and  ought  so  to  be,  in 
case  of  grievances  unredressed,  our  own  history  abounds  with 
examples.  Our  rights  and  liberties  would  have  long  ago  been 
trampled  under  foot,  but  for  that  reserved  power  in  the 
Commons.  But  a  refusal,  in  a  reasonable  case,  is  as  yet 
without  example.  Absurdity  and  caprice  are  not  the  prin- 
ciples which  govern  men  in  the  great  concerns  of  state.:  but 
reason  over-rules  all  little  caprices.  In  Holland,  the  consent 
Hot  only  of  the  states  general,  but  of  the  provincial  states,  and 
m  many  instances,  I  believe,  of  every  town  in  each  province,  is 
necessary  for  great  afts  of  state;  and  yet  that  negative  never 
stands  in  the  way  against  reason.  Where  measiwes  have 
common  sense,  and  common  reason,  for  their  foundation, 
they  will  never  be  obstructed ;  where  they  have  not,  they 
ought  to  be  defeated. 

But  it  is  said,  that  we  can  hear  of  no  terms  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, who  have  been  in  a  state  of  resistance  to  our  authori- 
ty. Sir,  I  wish  to  cast  no  retrospedl,  but  only  to  look  for- 
ward to  reconciliation,  and  to  prevent  the  shedding  of  blood. 
The  resolution  of  the  noble  lord  has  confessed,  and  the  House 
has  adopted  the  truth  of  it,  that  requisition  is  the  proper  way. 
Your  colonies  have  been  calling  out  to  you  incessantly,  for 
ten  years,  to  make  your  demands  by  constitutional  requisi- 
tions.   This  lionse^  after  a  ten  years  misund^i^tanding,  has 

confirmed 
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confirmed  that  to  be,  in  their  opinion  too,  the  right  way. 
Then  why  not  close  now  at  least  upon  that  ground,  without 
rctrospeft.  The  colonies  hjive  been  driven  to  resistance 
against  their  wills,  lest  they  should  have  nothing  that  they 
could  surely  call  their  own.  The  right  to  take  any  nationV 
money  indefinitely,  without  their  consent,  without  measure^ 
without  account,  without  any  enquiry  into  the  application, 
is  not  to  be  conceded  or  compromised  by  any  nation  upon  the 
earth.  Resistance  or  ruin  must  infallibly  be  the  consequence; 
and  those  who  are  compelled  to  resistance,  by  your  having 
persevered  in  the  principle  of  taking  by  force,  till  the  noble 
lord's  proposition,  which  has  at  least  condemned  it,  have  been 
forced  to  deny  that  authority,*which  they  always  had,  and 
always  would  have  wished  to  acknowledge  and  support.  It 
was  that  unconquerable  and  irresistible  impulse  of  nature,  selfc 
defence,  which  cut  off  all  retreat :  then  let  us  cast  no  retro- 
spect. If  the  grounds  of  this  unhappy  dispute  can  be  settled, 
all  may  be  peace  yet.  If  the  Americans  could  be  assured  that  . 
you  would  not  again  make  resistance  absolutely  necessary  to  their 
security  and  very  being  as  a  pCvople,  they  are  ready  enough  ta 
acknowledge  their  subordination,  and  all  the  rights  of  Great 
Britain.  X'Ct  them  know,  that  peace  and  security  to  their 
rights  and  properties  shall  be  the  certain  condition  of  iacknow- 
ledging  the  supreme  legislation  of  this  country,  and  the  matter 
is  ended. 

Sir,  after  I  shall  have  received  the  determination  of  the 
House  upon  the  motion  for  requisitions,  I  shall  take  the 
.  liberty  to  offer  three  other  motions,  for  a  suspension  of  the 
/•three  vindiftive  American  bills  of  the  last  session.  The  con- 
nection of  these  motions  with  the  preceding,  is  too  obvious 
to  require  any  explanation  or  debate.  I  would  only  take 
leave  to  say,  that  I  should  not  have  moved  for  a  mere  sus- 
pension of  these  bills,  if  a .  motion  for  their  riepeal  had  not 
already  been  reje<^ed  by  this  House.  Haying  given  an  un- 
availing vote  for  their  repeal,  I  now  come  to  entreat  for  the 
next  degree,  at  least  for  suspension.  You  have  excommuni- 
cated Boston,  and  proscribed  the?  whole  province  of  New  Eng- 
land unheard  :  then  recoUeft  your  justice,  and  whpther  you 
send  even  the  noble  lord's  compulsory  requisition  to  America, 
or  this  motion  of  miine  for  a  free  requisition  ;  suspend  your 
vindi^ve  hand,  and,  whilst  you  treat  for  peace,  arrest  the 
sword. 

Sir,  I  have  now  offered  what  I  have  so  say  upon  this  impor- 
tant subjeft.  I  have  given  it  my  most  serious,  I  may  say  my 
only  attention,  ever  since  I  have  been  in  a  situation  to  give  a 
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responsible  vote  upon  it ;  and  I  heartily  wish  that  soine  means 
or  other  may  be  found  in  time  to'stop  the  efiusion  of  civil 
blood.  And  herie.  Sir,  I  offer  my  poor  sentiments  to  die 
House  and  to  the  noble  lord,  as  in  the  place  of  minister.  It 
is  a  great  responsibility  that  will  lie  at  his  door,  who  is  to 
have  the  recommendation,  I  might  sr.y  the  decision,  of  the 
measures  to  be  adopted.  We  on  this  side  the  House,  who  have 
opposed  the  whole  system  of  American  measures,  have  not 
done  it  merely  for  the  sake  of  opposition.     We  have  i\ot  sheU 

tered  ourselves  under — ^No,  no, ^But  we  have  declared  our 

principles^  we  have  offered  our  plans ;  and  they  must  now 
remain  with  Great.  Britain  and  America  at  large,  to  discuss 
and  weigh  their  merits,  to -accept  or  to  rejeft  them.  The 
noble  lord  has  a  great  ascendant  in  this  House.  Perhaps  his 
plan,  if  he  has  any  thing  to  be  called  a  plan,  may  find  advocates 
and  voices  here.  But  our  country  at  large,  Great  Britain  and 
America  ihust  finally  decide.  My  honourable  friend  near 
me  [Mr.  Burke]  has,  with  unrivalled  ability,  opened  to 
yon  his  •  principles  and  plan.  The  Earl  of  Chatham  has,  in 
the  other  House,  offered  his  provisional  bill  for  conciliation, 
to  the  ministry  there:  and  for  myself,  Sir,  it  is  with  th^reatest 
deference  and  humility  that  I  presume  to  offer  any  thing  of 
nline,  in  conjunftion  with  such  great  names  and  abilities.  I 
can  only  plead  the  sincerity  of  my  intentions  as  an  apology 
for  my  presumption.  All  our  plans  tend  to  one  centre,  and  to 
o^e  point  of  reconciliation,  to  save  the  effusion  of  blood  be- 
tween those  who  ought  to  be  reciprocally  good  and  useful 
friends.  If  the  noble  lord  has  any  secret  feelings  of  relenting, 
as  many  of  his  friends,  and  many  more  who  would  be  his 
friends,  most  sincerely  wish,  let  him  stand  out,  and  do  justice 
to  his  feelings.  His  country  calls  upon  him,  not  to  give  way 
to  sanguinary  and  impatient  councils,  contrary  to  his  own  bet- 
ter judgment.  This  is  the  decisive  hour ;  the  fate  of  Great 
Britain  and  America  are  depending. 

The  eyes  of  all  this  country,  and  America  too,  are  turned  to- 
wards the  noble  lord,  as  the  ostensible  and  responsible  minister, 
to  receive  his  final  determination,  as  to  the  measures  which 
arc  to  decide  the  safety  or  ruin  of  this  empire.  The  ways  of 
peace  are  still  before  him.  If  war  is  to  be  the  measure  with 
America,  let  him  consider,  that  it  is  not  a  majority  of  this 
House  that  can  conquer  America.  The  support  of  reason 
and  justice  to  his  measures  will  stand  him  better  in  stead  than 
the  noisy  tumult  of  a  majority ;  in  vrbich  majority  there 
may  be  lurking  treacherous  counsellors,  and  pretended  friends, 
^i-ecretly  urging  him  to  his  ruin,  even  against  his  own  judg- 
ment. 
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merit*  The  important  responsibility  is  out  of  measure.  When 
the  debates  and  measures  of  this  year  are  transmitted  to  Ame- 
rica, they  may,  perhaps,  tell  the  noble  lord — Had  you  pur- 
sued a  plan  of  equity  and  justice,  all  had  been  peace.  At 
home,  one  plan  of  conciliation  has  already  been  proposed, 
for  which  the  city  of  London,  foreseeing  the  certain  ruin  of 
other  measures,  has  given  thanks  to  its  great  and  noble  author, 
as  an  earnest  for  the  rest  of  the  kingdom.  If  Great  Britain 
and  America  should  come  to  one  mind  of  peace,  they  may 
unite  to  crush  those  men  who  keep  them  asunder. 

He  moved.  That  an  humble  address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  orders, 
that  letters  of  requirition  be  written  to  the  several  provinces 
of  his  Majesty's  colonies  and  plantations  in  America  to  mak^ 
provisions  for  the  purposes  of  defending,  protecting  and  secur- 
ing the  said  colonies  and  plantations ;  and  that  his  Majesty 
will  be  pleased  to  order  all  such  addresses  as  he  shall  receive, 
in  answer  to  the  aforesaid  letters  of  requisition,  to  be  laid  be- 
fore this  House. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  seconded  the  motion  ;  he  declared,  he  did  it 
as  it  recurred  to  a  system  which  had  been  in  use  before  the 
present  troubles  had  begun,  viz.  before  the  unfortunate  pass- 
ing of  the  stamp  aft,  and  wished  all  the  rest  of  our  disputes 
could  also  be  put  on  the  same  foundation.  He  observed,  in 
respedt  to  the  right  of  taxation,  tjiat  the  Parliament  of  Bri- 
tain had  no  right  to  tax  those  it  did  not  represent  *,  that  re- 
presentation had  originally  been  for  the  sole  purpose  of  tax- 
ation, and  that  it  was  only  by  chance,  and  an  usurpation  by  the 
people  from  the  crown,  that  the  representatives  had  acquired 
the  rights  of  legislation.  Tliis  appeared  from  our  ancient  Par- 
liaments; in  which,  after  the  Parliament  had  granted  taxes, 
they  applied  by  petition  to  the  Crown,  to  remedy  certain 
grievances,  which  the  Crown  sometimes  did,  by  making  an 
ordinance  for  tlaat  purpose  ;  and  that,  even  in  the  most  despo- 
tic German  governments,  the  prince  could  net  at  this  day 
impose  internal  taxes,  without  the  approbation  of  the  states, 
or  representatives  of  the  people. 

That  even  if  Parliament  had  tlie  right  to  tax  America,  he 
should  be  against  using  that  power ;  as  in  that  case  justice 
would  demand,  that  we  should  give  to  America  an  equsd 
power  of  paying  taxes  j  that  that  could  only  be  done  by 
opening  the  trade  of  the  whole  world  to  America  in  com- 
mon with  Britain  \  a  measure  which  no  one  could  wish  to  see 
;idopted,  as  it  would  then  be  at  the  expence  of  the  latter, 
and  a  very  considerable  defalcation  ensue  in  its  power  of  then 

paying 
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paying  the  taxes  it  now  does.  That  Britain,  in  his  opinion, 
contrary  to  that  of  most  gentlemen,  was  at  present  low  raxed  in 
comparison  with  either  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  or  of  what 
it  was  at  the  period  before  the  commencement  of  the  national 
,  debts.  That  the  quantum  of  taxes  are  not  to  be  estimated  by 
the  sum  of  money  raised,  but  by  the  proportion  such  sum 
bears  to  the  ability  of  the  persons  taxed :  for  instance,  if  a  far- 
mer, who,  ^t  the  last  mentioned  «ra,  paid  lool.  a  year  rent,  and 
now  is  enabled  to  raise  3  col.  more  than  the  sum  he  could 
then,  by  the  increased  price  of  his  goods,  he  cannot  be  said  to 
kAvc  his  rent  raised,  but  rather  lowered,  if  his  landlord  makes 
him  pay  200I.  rent  instead  of  one. 

He  next  observed  how  impolitic  it  was  to  undervalue  the 
courage  of  those  we  were  to  engage  with ;  mentioned  the 
high  spirit  shewn  by  the  people  of  Genoa,  in  driving  out  the 
▼cteran  Germans,  when  raised  by  enthusiastic  valour.  He 
observed  too,  that  perhaps  the  charafter  given  of  the  Ame- 
ricans was  as  true  of  our  own:  common  people;  that  in  all 
conflifts  between  them  and  the  military,  a  very  few  mtisquets 
from  a  few  red  coats,  had  always  dispelled  the  most  mutinous ; 
at  the  same  time  mentioned,  that  the  cause  of  this  was  the  total 
disuse  of  arms;  for  those  very  people,  when  once  disciplined, 
became  the  best  of  soldiers. 

He  then  observed,  that  in  his  opinion  the  sole  power  this 
country  ought  to  have  over  the  colonies,  which  was  of  ne- 
cessity, not  of  right,  vested  in  the  British  Parliament  for 
the  good  of  the  whole,  should  pnly  be  exerted  in  saying  what 
the  colonists  should  not  do,  not  what  they  should  do;  that 
in  particular,  it  was  requisite  for  Parliament  to  have  a  watch- 
ful eye  on  the  navigation  a£l,  and  on  all  others  which  regu- 
lated the  external  commerce  of  all  parts  of  our.  dominions,  ad 
on  those,  and  on  our  trade,  depended  the  sole  power  of  paying 
our  taxes. 

Lord  No}-ih  opposed  the  motion  ;  he  entered  into  the  rea- 
sons for  which  the  present  measures  had  been  adopted  ;  and 
that  it  could  not,  in  the  present  state  of  affairs,  betwixt  us 
and  the  colonies,  be  consistent  with  our  dignity  in  the  least 
to  recede.  Said,  that  the  propositions  made  to  Parliament 
against  the  measures  adopted  by  the  House,  were  very  diffe- 
rent from  one  another,  and  therefore  inconsistent.  Lord 
Qiatham^s,  Mr.  Burke's,  and  the  present ;  and  that  Parlia- 
ment having  adopted  his  oturiy  which  was  more  consistent 
irith  the  dignity  and  superiority  claimed  by  Britain  over  her 
colonies,  it  would  now  be  very  unparliamentary  to  adopt  new 
measure,  which  would  in  efieftovcrturfll  h ;  objefted  to  royal 

requisitions. 
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rcquisitioil$,  aspr6je6ted  by  Mr.  Haitlcy,  as  he  could  not  sec 
the  difference  be^xt  such  a  requisition  and  the  demand  by 
Charles  I.  of  ship  money  ;  as  it  was  the  same  thing  whethef 
vre  asked  for  ships,  or  money  to  build  ships. 

He- observed^  that  if  we  adopted  this  proposal,  it  would  not 
bring  us  back  to  the  state  we  were  in  before  the  stamp  aft 
passed;  nor  could  the  idea  of  the  gentleman,  who  seconded 
the  motion,  of  Parliament's  having  a  right  to  say  what  the  coh^ 
nies  should  not  do^  take  place  without  tibe  consent  of  the  colo- 
nies 5  as  in  the  instance  of  burning  the  tea,  assaulting  the  ma- 
gistracy, destroying  the  king*s  stores,  and  other  afts  ofviolencCf 
the  colonies  had  been  lately  guilty  of,  which  they  would  say 
they  had  a  right  to  do,  notwithstanding  our  prohibition  of 
them. 

Sir  CecU  Wray^  in  explanation,  said,  he  did  not  mean  nor 
cxpeft  that  this  measure  would  bring  us  back  to  the  state 
we  were  in  with  the  colonies  before  the  stamp  aft ;  but  ap- 
proved of  the  measure,  as  being  similar  to  those  in  praftice. 
before  the  passing  the  stamp  aft  5  and  that  as  to  the  prohibi- 
tory afts,  he  did  not  mean  such  a^  the  noble  lord  had  men-^ 
tioned,  which  were  only  afts  of  selMefencc  against  the  cxe* 
t^tion  of  unjust  tyrannical  laws,  but  regulations  of  exter- 
nal trade  and  things  of  that  nature,  which,  for  the  good  of 
the  whole,  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  regulate 

Right  Hon.  Tl  Townshend  observed,  that  though  the  pre- 
sent measures  were  adopted  bj"  a  large  majority  in  Parliament^ 
yet,  if  they  did  not  succcedi  the  ndjle  lord  would  find  him- 
self respbnsiWe ;  that  \i  had  beeh  frequently  said,  that  the 
disturbances  in  America  arose  frdiri-  the*  advice  and  speeches 
made  in  England;  that  this  he  would  call  culumny,  unless 
•ome  gentleman  would  get  up  and  avow  this  doftrine,  and 
produce  convincing  proofs  that  this  Was  ^. 

Lord  William  Camphdl  aAsi^red,  that  he  had  said  so  in 
•debate,  and  he  had  a  right  to  do  so ;  he  had  letters  in  hir. 
pocket  proving  it,  but  that  the  papers  on  the  table  wcresuflS- 
cient  to  convince  every  gentleman  of  it,  without  applying  to 
private  proo&. 

B©,  Lyttletofi  observed,  that  the  quarrel  which  brou^t  on 
the  late  war  was  not  for  a  quantity  of  derelift  land  in  America^ 
but  that  the  French  bad  endeavoured,  by  their  encroach^ 
ments,  to  obtain  another  port  on.  the  sea  coast,  Quebec  be- 
ing shut  up  by  the  ice  for  many  months  in  the  year,  and  Loui- 
siana^ by  no  means  a  flourishing  colony;  that  this  port  and 
comihiinication' would  Have  been  by  the  river  St.  John^  that 
therabce  tibe  wir  mu>t  be -eeniideiW^^as  an  American  war.  '  - 

Sir 
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Sir  George  Savz/e,  in  answer  to  Iiord  Norths  skewed,  that 
the  three  different  propositions  [Lord  Chatbun's,  Mr.  Burke's^ 
^nd  the  present]  had  been  made  at  different  times ;  that  when 
one  could  not  be  obtained,  a  second  (something  different,  ac-* 
cording  to  the  rule  of  Parliament)  and  how  a  thu-d,  again  dif- 
feringy  were  made ;  that  this  did  not  shew  a  difference  of 
measures,  but  only  a  desire  of  obtaining  something  in  favour 
of  ourselves  and  the  colonies. 

He  expressed  his  surprize  that  the  noble  lord  should  likea 
requisitions  of  tliis  natiu-e  to  ship-money ;  that  the  dispute  in 
the  latter  case  was  not  the  demand,  but  the  manner  of  en-* 
forcing  that  demand  under  the  sanation  of  law* 

Mr.  Vyner  was  surprized  at  two  assertions  of  the  gentle- 
man who  seconded  the  motion ;  the  first,  that  Britain  was 
not  high  taxed :  he  did  not  know  what  could  be  callefd  so,  if 
the  present  state  was  not.  Did  we  not  pay  three  shillings 
m  the  pound  ?  Was  not  every  article  of  life  taxed  ?  As  to 
the  second,  viz.  the  cowardice  of  the  people  of  England, 
that  too  He  utterly  denied  ;  that  they  were,  indeed  interior 
to  regular  troops,  but  that  these  troops  were  Englishmen  and 
2s  brave  as  any  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Tufnel  attempted  to  shew,  that  the  war,  though  b^un 
in  America,  was  the  plan  of  the  French  minister,  but  that 
he  (lid  not  mean  it  should  have  taken  place  so  soon  as  it  did.  • 
No  division. 

Mr.  Hartley  also  made  the  three  following  motions,  i .  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspim4«  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  the  force  and  execution  of  an  ac^y  passed  in  the 
last  session  of  Parliament,  entitled,  "  An  aft  to  discontinue, 
in  such  manner  and  for  such  time  as  are  therein  mentioned, 
the  hi\ding  and  discharging,  lading  or  shipping  of  goods> 
wares  or  merchandize,  at  the  town  and  within  the  harbour 
pf  Boston,  in  the  province  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  in  New 
England.'* 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

a.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend,  for  the 
term  of  two  years,  an  aft  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Parlia^ 
xifient,  entitled, "  An  aft  for  the  impartial  administration  of 
justice,  in  the  cases  of  persons  questioned  for  any  a6b  done 
by  them,  in  the  execution  of  the  law  j  or,  for  the  suppression 
of  riots  or  tumults  in  the  province  of  Massachuset's  Bay,  in 
lifew  England. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

3.  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  suspend,  for 
the  term  of  three  years,an  aft  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Par* 
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Unattti  efttitledy  '^  An  a£l  for  the  better  regulating  the  go« 
yernment  of  the  province  of  Massachuset's  Bay^  in  New  Eng- 
land. 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 

Sir  George  Savi/e  moved  the  House  to  go  into  a  (;omnuttee» 
to  coii$ider  of  the  evil  arising  from  the  circulation  in  pay- 
ment of  notes  of  small  value.  Two  witnesses  were  examined, 
and  several  of  the  notes  were  produced,  some  of  them  so  low 
as  a  shilling  or  eighteen  pence.  This  evil  seemed  to  be  ccm** 
fined  to  certain  trading  parts  in  Yorkshire ;  where,  as  far 
as  such  petty  transactions  can  operate,  this  new  mode  of 
sharping  has  been  productive  of  the  most  iniquitous  consG« 
quences.  A  bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be  brought  in  oi^ 
the  fafls  stated,  to  corredt  the  evil  complained  of. 

March  28^  f 

Private  business. 

March  29. 

Motion  made  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  for  inqft^ 
pacitating  188  voters  of  the  borough  of  Hindon  \  and  another 
motion  was  made.  That  Thomas  Spence,  one  of  the  persons 
'  therein  included  by  name,  should  be  called  in  \  and  after  some 
debate,  it  was  agreed  to  j  he  proceeded  to  give  evidence 
direftly  controverting  tTiat  of  one  of  the  witnesses  before  the 
committee,  on  whose  testimony  a  great  number  of  the  persons 
meant  to  be  disfranchised  were  presumed  to  be  guilty  of  bri- 
bery. He  was  ordered  to  withdraw  j  which  produced  another 
debate  on  two  points.  The  friends  of  tlite  bill  first  contende^^ 
that  as  a  Particeps  Criminisf  he  was  not  a  competent  witness,  . 
as  he  must  be  interested  in  the  event ;  secondly,  that  s^  his 
testimony  went  to  charge  another  person  with  wilful  perjury 
that  person  should  be  present  in  order  to  defend  himself  against 
the  accusation  J  and  to  have  his  evidence  before  the  committee 
re^d  to  him.  After  a  long  altercation,  it  was  agreed  that 
Sj>ence's  name  should  be  erased  out  of  the  bill,  in  order  to 
render  his  evidence  admissible.  They  were  just  proceeding 
to  examine  him,  when  the  friends  of  the  bill,  returning  to 
their  former  ground,  insisted  that  the  witness  should  not 
give  evidence  to  any  point  which  might  impeach  the  testis 
mxmj  of  the  before*mentioned  absent  witness  ^  and  a  motion 
being  accordingly  framed,  stating  the  part  df  the  evidence 
Spence  should  be  examined  to,  the  question  was  putj  ^d  the 
(iouse  divided,  A3res  120,  Noes  loi. 

Spence  was  called  again  to  the  bar,  but  before  he  proceededj 
he  diesired  to  know  whether  he  had  been  charged  in  the  report 
with  bemg  an  agentf  or  as  a  pertoa  receiviBg  1%  ^i^il^  ?  ^suq4 
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no  answer  being  giTen,  he  was  desired  to  proceed.  He  re* 
plied,  he  had  nothing  more  to  say  $  but  that  he  was  ready  to 
«nswer  any  question  that  might  be  pot  tohim,  on  which  hcyiras 
ordered  to  withdraw. 

The  debate  recommenced,  and  several  propositions  were 
made  relative  to  the  mode  of  examining  the  witness;  but  they 
were  all  overruled. 

The  principal  speakers  against  the  bill,  and  for  the  exami- 
nation of  Spence,  were  Lord  North,  Mr.  Dondas,  Soli- 
citor for  Scotland,  Mr.  Wedderbume,  Colonel  Ondow, 
Mr»  Thurlow,  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Rigby,  Sir  Cecil  Wray, 
aad  Mr.  Dunning.  In  favour  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Dundas, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  George,  Mr.  J.  and  Mr. 
Rich.  Grenville,  Mr*  T.  Townshend,  Sir  Geo.  Savile,  Lord 
John  Cavendish,  Mr.  Aubry,  Mr.  Goring,  Mr.  Byng,  and 
ahnost  every  gentleman  who  served  in  the  committee.  The 
arguments  chiefly  made  use  of  by  the  opposers  of  the  bill  were, 
diat  the  testimony  of  the  bill  proceeded,  respecting  great 
immbers  of  those  persons  supposed  to  be  convicted  of  bribery, 
was  contradi£tory,  and  not  deserving  of  credit ;  that  it  was 
therefore  cruel  and  unjust  to  involve  the  innocent  and  guilty 
in  onecommoh  punuhment;  that  the  bribers  were  much 
more  criminal  than  the  bribed;  that  reversing  this  proposition, 
the  bill  went  to  punish  the  latter  in  the  most  exemplary  man- 
ner, while  its  friends  were  contented  to  let  the  great  offenders 
capipe  with  the  like  general  censure  of  a  resolution,  which 
they  did  not  regard ;  and,  that  on  the  whole,  the  intended 
punbhment  was  totally  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  pretended  to  be  inflicted,  that  of  deterring  the  taking 
cf  bribes,  and  preventing  of  corruption ;  for  as  no  man  who 
wished  to  come  into  Parliament  by  such  means  had  any  thing 
to  fear,  so  on  the  other  hand,  much  the  greater  part  of  those 
who  are  induced  to  sell  their  voices,  would,  firom  their 
|K3verty  and  distress,  be  always  ready  to  hazard  the  loss  o£^ 
iuay,  to  give  up  their  fhtnchises,  for  present  emolument.  *  To 
this  it  was  replied,  that  the  present  bill,  though  it  could  not 
be  expefted  to  operate  to  the  fiill  extent  they  wished,  would 
nevertheless  have  a  very  powerful  effect  upon  every  person  not 
in  the  circiunstances  now  described,  and  probably  upon  many 
of  them  too ;  that  it  did  not  preclude  the  House  from  infli£b- 
iog  that  punishment  so  much  desired  on  the  other  side ; 
that  they  had  reason  to  believe  the  aflreded  moderation 
towards  one  set  of  lAen,  and  severity  towards  the  other, 
was  only  meant  to  defeat  all  censure  or  punishment  what-- 
ever;,  tibi^  if. the  gentlemen  might  be  serious  and  sin- 
cere. 
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cere,  they  tvere  willing  to  adopt  any  plan,  and  to  co-operate 
in  the  execution  of  it,  which  would  bring  the  matter  clearly 
home  to  the  great  ofifenders ;  that  it  was  a  thinjg  unknown  in 
the  course  of  Parliamentary,  or  any  species  of  judicial  pro- 
ceedingSi  to  permit  a  person  charged  with  a  criminal  offence^ 
not  only  to  ^culpate  himself,  but  recriminate  on  his  accuser ; 
and,  that  allowing  it  should  be  right  to  admit  Spence  the  wit- 
ness to  recriminate  on  his  accuser,  it  would  be  to  the  highest 
degree  unparliamentary,  irregular,  and  unjust,  to  suffer  him  to. 
accuse  another  of  a  criminal  offence,  who  was  absent,  anfl  not  > 
in  a  situation  to  defend  himself,  by  which  he  might  be  liaUe 
to  be  convi£ted  of  one  of  the  highest  crimes  defined  by  ouc 
Jaw,  that  of  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  committed. 

March  20. 

Lord  North  moved  to  receive  the  report  of  the  amendjoientg 
made  in  the  committee  to  the  bill  for  restraining  the  com-* 
merce  of  the  colonies  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland^ 
Virginia,  and  South-Carolina. 

.  Honourable  John  Luttrell,  It  is  with  relu^nce  I  trouble 
the  House  for  a  single  moment,  when  I  consider  how  hi  I 
have  trespassed  upon  their  time  and  indulgence  in  the  course 
of  former  debates.  But,  Sir,  I  am  induced  to  offer  a  few 
observations  upon  the  imperfedtions  of  the  bill  before  you, 
that  we  may  not  too  hastily  adopt  an  opinion  which  has  been  . 
frequently  held  forth  to  us  by  the  friends  of  administration^ 
that,  provided  our  trade  from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  should 
increase,  though  that  of  America  do  suffer,  you  will  have 
a  greater  number  of  seamen.  Sir,  I  will  endeavour  to  be  aft 
concise  as  possible  in  delivering  my  sentiments  upon  this  biU ; 
I  will  try  to  improve  upon  the  hint  given  by  an  honourable 
member  yesterday,  by  speaking  more  inunediately  than  he  did 
to  the  subjed  matter  of  debate  before  you.  Sir,  it  has  beeli 
9aid,  in  support  of  the  assertion  I  have  alluded  to,,  (and  truly  too 
as  to  the  present  hour)  that  very  few  American  sieamen  return 
in  English  vessels  from  that  coast.  I  think  it  a  very  fortunate 
circumstance  that  they  do  not,  because  we  have  no  employ- 
ment for  them,  and  they  therefore  must  become  a  burthen 
to  this  country.  But  I  will  appeal  to  my  noble  friends  on 
the  other  side  the  House,  whose  knowledge  of  maritime  con- 
cerns is  very  extensive,  if  American  seamen  are  not  always 
impressed  in  every  part  of  the  world  to  man  the  King's  ships 
whenever  the  service  requires  men  ?  I  am  sure  the  books  of 
the  Northumberlandj  Stirling  Cs^jnle,  Sutherland^  Success^ 

P  d  a  IM^\ 
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Lizard,  smd  many  other  ships  stationed  upon  t!\e  coasts  of 
eitber  Americay  in  the  course  of  the  last  war,  will  fumisk 
us  with  very  long  lists  of  them ;  but  they  have  hitherto  been 
so  intermixed  with  the  seamen  of  this  country,  and  always 
considered  (as  I  hope  they  ever  will  be)  equally  valuable,  and 
as  one  anfd  the  same  people,  that  I  believe  it  never  yet  oc- 
curred to  the  commanding  officer  of  any  squadron  employed 
in  times  of  war,  either  in  the  West  Indies,  America,  or  clsc» 
where,   to  malie  a  particular  enquiry  into  their  numbers  ; 
the  fdea  would  have  been  accounted  as  unnecessary  and 
strange  as  the  distinction  is  new,  ridiculous  and  dangerous, 
'  But,  Sir,  I  have  ever  considered  America  to  be  a  great  nur- 
sery, where  seamen  are  raised,  trained,  and   maintained  in 
times  of  peace  to   serve  this  country  in  times  of  war,  and 
though  I  shall  readily  admit,  from  the  distance  of  their  shores, 
that  you  cr.nnot  lay  hands  upon  them  the  first  half  hour  of 
an  armament,  yet  am  I  persuaded  that  you  may  be  possessed 
of  some  thousands  within  the  time  usually  prescribed  for  the 
xietum  of  English  seamen  from  foreign  services.     As  I  am  up. 
Sir,  I  would  wish  to  say  a  'word  or  two  upon  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  principally  relates  to  the  commanders  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ships  of  war,  employed  for  what  the  bill  styles  the  pro- 
teAion,  but  would  be  much  more  properly  termed  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  trad?,  and  it  may  possibly  not  be  found  quite  so 
cSasy  in  pra<5lice  as  to  some  people  it  appears  in  theory^  either 
to  seize  these  vessels,  or  to  discover  false  clearances  or  certifi- 
cates.   There  are  those  that  hear  me,  who  perfeftly  well 
remember  the  variety  of  dexterous  tricks  that  were  practised 
in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  by  almost  every  nation,  with 
respect  to  false  clearances   and  certiiicates.     The  difiicukies 
attending  the  detection,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the  event- 
There  are  those  in  America  who  bear  in  memory  the  shame- 
ful- decisions  respecting  Monto  Cristo  men.     They  will  be 
aware  that  though  the  vessels  be  condemned,  and  shared  in 
America,  they  must  be  .  liable  to  appeals  at  home,  and  ^ter- 
h9ps  be  obliged  to  refund,  when  the  seamen  have  spent  the 
oaaney,  and  the  captain  (as  has  been  the  case)  is  made  an- 
sweraWe  for  the  v/hole.     I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Ameri- 
cans, by  being  put   into  the  calamitous  situation  they  are, 
and  feeling  the  oppression  and  tyranny  of  the  mother  country, 
will  endeavour  to  carry  on  a  trade  at  the  risque  of  the  fine 
imposed  under  this  adt  of  Parliament ;  but  there  are  few  sea 
officers  who,  after  a  long  peace,  will  find  money  to  throw 
away  upon  such  ungracious  prosecutions ;  nor  do  I  believe 
that  they  will  wish  to  prosecute  their  fdipw  subjedfe  in  a 

manner 
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manner  which  may  appear  to  them  (as  I  am  sure  it  does  to 
me)  to  be  ^bitrary  and  unconstitutional ;  besides  we  have 
been  too  roughly  handled  by  the  civil  law  courts,  to  wish  to 
have  many  dealings  with  them.  Sir,  on  the  force  of  seizure 
I  shall  revert  to  toy  former  arguments,  that  the  King's  ships 
cannot  keep  the  seas  in  safety,  in  the  northern  parts- of  the 
coasts  of  America,  for  more  than  half  the  year.  Whenever  they 
can  cruize,  the  Americans  will  have  the  advantages,  that  a 
perfeft  knowledge  of  the  shoals,  soundings,  rocks,  creeks, 
and  places  of  shelter  can  afford  them  ;  by  which  means  they 
must  frequently  escape  your  mdst  vigilant  researches  :  besides 
It  is  not  a  very  pleasant  service  for  an  officer  to  risque  the 
King's  ships  upon  a  lee  shore,  with  which  he  is  totally  unao 

?uainted,  not  in  pursuit  of  any  enemy,  but  to  destroy  a  friend. 
Tpon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  do  consider  this  bill  tb  be  somewhat 
less  cruel  than  that  which  is  meant  todemolfeh  the  New  Eng- 
land provinces  by  famine  ;  in  every  other  rcspeft  I  hold  it  tt> 
be  equally  mischievous.  It  is  with  real  concern  I  see  huma- 
nity and  sound  policy  giving  way  to  that  hated  revenue  whicli 
involves  indiscriminately  the  inrlocent  with  the  guilty.  By 
this  oppressive  aft  you  will  certainly  extend  the  unhappy  dif- 
ferences which  already  but  too  generally  prevail  in  America, 
to  every  province;  nay  I  fear  I  may  say  to  almost  every  indi- 
vidual upon  that  vast  continent :  therefore,  I  protest  against 
the  measure.  I  never  will  give  my  consent  to  such  a  proceed- 
ing; it  is  neither  politic,  just,  or  humane.  There  is  no 
utility  appearing  upon  the  face  of  the  bill,  nor  the  least  pro- 
bability that  you  will  ever  be  able  to  tarry  such  coercive  mea- 
sures effectually  into  execution. 

Hon.  Temple  LuttrelL  It  is  but  too  visible,  from  the  rash 
measures  pursued  by  the  ministers  of  your  government  here  in 
England,  and  from  the  temper  and  situation  of  your  Ameri- 
can colonies,  that  a  civil  war  will  be  inevitable. 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  have  always  held, 
as  a  favourite  proposition,  that  protedlion  <md  obedience  ar6 
reciprocal  duties;  and  of  course,  that  the  withdraviang  of  the 
one  discharges  the  other.  *  Now,  Sir,  by  these  bills  you  are 
withdrawing  your  protcftion  for  some  purpose;  I  therefore 
presume  your  colonies  are  no  longer  to  be  treated  as  rebels, 
but,  whaRoever  may  be  the  hazard  of  battle,  will  be  entitled 
to  the"  same "^  military  honours,  to  the  same  afts  of  clemency 
and  of  grace  that  are  usually  pra(51:ised,  according  to  the  mo- 
dem system  of  war,  by  every  civilized  nation  in  the  world. 
You  have  a  striking  exaitiple  of  such  rule  of  condudV,  from  an- 
cient tlme/in  the  most  flagrant  and  san^inary  of  aH  the  wars 
*       "  D  d  3  the 
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the  Romans  ever  waged:  I  mean,  the  war  against  their  own 
countrymen,  commonly  called  the  social  'war;  a  war  that  in 
many  of  its  circiunstances,  bears  so  close  a  resemblance  to  the 
present  unhappy  sera  in  our  history,  that  I  cannot  help  asking 
leave  of  the  House  to  say  a  few  words  upon  it.  The  passions 
of  mankind,  in  the  aggregate,  are,  throughout  all  ages,  nearly 
alike;  and  the  same  probable  events  may,  in  future,  be  looked 
for  from  those  causes  to  which  they  have  heretofore  been 
ibund  incidental. 

Several  confederate  Italian  provinces  (to  whose  courage  and 
Industry  the  Roman  republic,  in  a  great  measure,  owed  her 
meridian  splendor)  despairing  to  obtain,  by  fair  means,  those 
|Mrivileges  to  which  they  had  every  reasonable  claim,  took  up 
arms;  they  founded  a  new  capital;  they  constituted  a  senate 
to  themselves,  and  they  chose  consuls.  The  mass  of  the 
people  of  Rome,  who  steadfastly  maintained  those  principles, 
trhich  arc  the  genuine  principles  of  British  Whiggism,  a  dc- 
yotim  to  rationed  liberty ^  and  a  spirit  of  resistance  to  all  epcorbitant 
power  wheresoever  lodged^  called  aloud  for  vengeance  on  their 
ministers  and  patricians,  to  whose  iniquity  they  ascribed  evxry 
impending  evil.  Sir,  a  resolute  tribune  (and  I  hope  a  worthy 
chief  magistrate  of  this  metropolis  will  now  take  the  hint) 
did  impeach  the  ostensible  contrivers  and  managers  of  so  un- 
xiatural  a  war.  •  And  recollefl,  Sir,  how  it  ended :  the  Roman 
senate,  though  aided  by  their  old  enemies,  the  Gauls,  and  by 
some  scattered  factions  in  the  heart  of  the  revolted  country, 
whose  patriotism,  like  that  of  certain  New-Yorkists,  was  not 

Suite  proof  against  state  artifices  and  venality.  I  say,  Sir,  the 
Loman  senate  was  at  length  compelled  to  cede,  with  a  very 
bad  grace,  those  terms  which  ought  at  first,  in  justice,  to  have 
been  accorded  by  amicable  compact.  Diuing  this  civil  con- 
fli£^  was  spilt  the  best  blood  of  Rome:  in  less  than  three 
years,  three  hundred  thousand  persons  fell  in  the  field  of  com- 
bat. But  there  was  a  still  more  fatal  consequence  ;  for  it  was 
in  this  school  that  Marius,  Sylla,  and  other  aspiring  leaders, 
learned  their  ^t  rudiments  of  despotism,  and  familiarised 
thcmsdves  to  the  massacre  of  their  fellow  subjefts.  That 
sword  which  was  unsheathed  by  order  of  the  Roman  senate, 
and  imder  the  authority  of  the  Roman  people,  to  deprive  of 
the  dearest  rights  of  humao  nature,  their  allies,  their  associ* 
ates,  and  brethren,  was  not  returned  into  its  scabbard  till 
Rome  herself  had,  at  her  inmost  vitals,  felt  the  sharpness  of 
its  edge.  The  eenerfals  employed  on  that  occasion  were  many 
of  them  men  of  heroic  sentiments,  of  humane  dispositions; 
they  might  have  sat  for  the  amiable  portraits  which  a  very 

skaifiil 
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skilful  colonist  here  drew  of  the  three  officers  chosen  to  un- 
dertake a  similar  task  on  the  American  continent;  they  too 
talked  of  relufbnce,  they  talked  of  compassion  and  universal 
philanthropy;  at  the  very  hour  of  encounter  they  announced 
themselves,  necessitate  hostes^  ^untate  hospites,  Tet,  Sir,  these 
very  men,  once  familiarised  to  domestic  slaughter,  and  to  mi- 
litary sway,  could  not  prevail  upon  themselves  to  stop,  till 
they  had  subverted  the  constitution,  and  totally  annihilated 
the  liberties  of  the  whole  commonwealth.  In  short,  by  this 
war  the  Romans  were  irrecoverably  undone.  Hence  the  per- 
petual diftatorship;  hence  the  succeeding  triumvirs;  and  at 
length,  .the  throne  and  tyranny  of  Caesar.  Sir,  I  contend,  that 
this  our  social  vfZT  (like  the  war  I  have  been  speaking  of  )is 
founded  on  a  laudable  resistance  to  the  despotism  of  adminis- 
tration, sustained  by  a  parHamentary  majority,  rather  than  any 
defection  in  the  Americans  at  heart  from  the  mother  country. 
The  generous  natives  of  England  thirst  not  after  an  unjust  do- 
minion, neither  can  they  look  with  an  eye  of  malignant  jea- 
lousy on  their  kindred  colonists,  wh6,  scarce  a  century  ago^ 
drew,  in  common  with  them,  one  parental  breath.  Jealousy 
is  too  mean  a  vice  to  grow  in  a  soil  with  such  exalted  virtues 
as  distinguish  a  Briton :  he  seeks  not  the  pahn  of  viAbry  earn- 
ed at  so  dear  a  cost  as  by  the  destrudtion  or  abjeA  servitude  of 
millions  of  his  fellow  subjefts — that  too  for  upholding  prin^^ 
.ciples  which  he  himself  sanftimoniously  reveres. 

The  first  duty  of  a  good  citizen  is  to  the  public ;  and  to  a»> 
sert,  that  the  supreme  sovereignty,  as  to  the  fundamentals  of 
our  constitution,  be  vested  in  any  form  of  government  what- 
ever, or  elsewhere,  than  with  the  society  at  a  large,  is  a  trai- 
torous doArine,  not  merely  against  the  Americans,  but  against 
our  own  immediate  constituents  here  at  home.  The  same 
allegiance  that  every  private  individual  owes  to  the  estates  of 
the  British  monarchy,  legally  established,  do  those  very  estates 
owe  to  the  community  in  general,  which  hath  always  reserved 
to  itself,  and  asserted,  certain  original  rights  of  mankind^ 
that  it  would  be  rebellion,  it  would  be  sacrilege  in  us  to  violate. 
One  of  these  rights  (and  one  of  the  most  essential)  is,  that 
every,  the  minutest  of  the  component  parts  of  this  great  em- 
pire, shall  he  free;  from  disseizin  of  property,  unless  under  a  di- 
reft  or  effeftive  representation  in  Parliament. 

To  force  a  tax  upon  your  colonists,  unrepresented,  and  uni- 
versally dissentient,  is  afting  in  no  better  capacity  than  that  of 
a  banditti  of  robbers.  Can  our  folly  and  our  vanity  lead  us 
to  flatter  ourselves,  that  they  will  be  taught  by  our  armaments 
or  commercial  interdi^,  to  own  for  their  liege  lord  and  ux- 
^   ■     .  Dd4  master, 
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master,  tlic  possessor  of  a  poor  solitary  shecpcote  on  SaKsbury 
plain?  Or  that  (eccentric  as  they  arc  with  rtspe^  to  tihisoiir 
flistant  and  circumscribed  sphere  of  the  British  isles)  tb«!y  wSOi 
still  continue  to  be  cajoled  by  the  absurd,  empty  plea  of  vhiucl 
representation  ?  Sir,  that  word  «y/Vf/W  must  contain  in  it  more 
mystic  power  than  the  sacred  archetype  on  Aaron's  breast- 
plate, before  it  can  be  made  to  work  an  efleft  sa  contta^- 
tory  to  reason  and  common  sense.  The  advocates  for  the 
coercion  of  America,  who  have  frequent  recourse  to  your 
written  statutes,  and  who  support  their  arguments  as  to  the 
htter  of  the  law,  from  Selden,  Lord  Coke,  and  other  hi^ 
prerogative  authorities,  would  do  well  calmly  aad  sencfostf  to 
considei;  of  a  passage  in  Montesquieu's  divine  spirit  of  laws. 
I  allude.  Sir.  to  a.  part  of  his  comment  on  the  triumph  of  the 
people  of  Old  Spain  over  the  idolatrous  Mexicans ;  neither 
will  it  be  necessary  for  me  to  point  out  to  the  House  where 
the  precise  analogy  lies  between  the  first  invaders  •of  that 
•  southern  continent  ^ind  our  modern  law  makers  of  the  north. 
"  Freemen  (says  he)  they  made  slaves,  when  they  made  slaves 
finee:  instead  of  giving  them  the  religion  of  peace,  they  mcul- 
cated  on  then*  minds  a  more  outrageous  superstition:  it  were 
impossible  for  me  to  enumerate  all  the  good  things  thef  might 
have  done;  it  were  impossible  for  me  to  enumerate  ajl  tht  pad 
things  which  they  actually  did!  The  end  of  conquest  is  this; 
it  leaves  upon  the  vi£lors  (though  marshalled  in  the  best 
licenced  cause)  an  immense  arrear  of  debt  to  be  paid  off  to 
kuman  nature."  Impious  as  it  may  seem  to  arraign  the  dis^- 
■pensations  of  Providence,  I  cannct  but  lament,  that  destiny 
had  placed  this  fanciful  Montesquieu  (as  he  is  called  by  our 
celebrated  pensioned  essayist)  [Johnson]  in  the  presidency  of  a 
foreign  parliament ;  the  individual  members  of  which,  'eve^ 
occupied  in  sacrificing  to  the  Graces !  imperceptibly  and  totally 
fest  their  public  constitution  and  liberty.  Had,  Sir,  his  lot 
been  cast  in  this  assembly  to-day,  what  might  not  so  *goed  a 
man,  with  his  capacity  and  powers  of  inspiration,  have  cf- 
iefted  ?  He  might  have  stayed  the  uplifted  hand  of  rarage  and 
t>ppression ;  and  though  given  us  too  late  to  prevent  Great 
Britain  from  madly  opening  Ijer  ovvTi  veins,  he  might  perhaps 
tiave  been  the  means  of  administering  some  timely  remedy 
that  should  save  her  from  bleeding  to  death.  But,  indeed^ 
after  the  reception  which  t  very  rcspe^^ble  membo"  [Mr. 
Burke]  here  met  with  some  evenings  ago,  who  pleaded  the 
cause  of  justice  and  humanity,  with  an  almost  supemitnni 
force  of  reasoning  and  with  e^^ery  charm  of  eloquence,  we 
might  even  despair  of  working  the  necessary  reform  in  tlic 

HoQse^ 
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House,  though  an  angel' from  heaven,  with  the  fall  attributes 
trf  his  beatitude,  should  descend  among  us. 

There  was  a  pariiament  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI.-  which, 
on  account  of  the  severity  of  his  judgments  and  proscriptions 
against  certain  partizans  of  the  York"  family,  has  gained  the 
'honourable  distijMftion  of  parliamefttum  diaholkum.  Now,  Sir, 
•by  jiassing  such  a6^s  as  these  are,  shall  we  not  lay  a  just  claim 
to  be  ttransmitf^d  down  to  posterity,  if  possible,  under  a  stiiU 
mor6  infernal  appellation  ? 

I  am  for  rejcdting  the  bill  with  the  deepest  marks  of  peni- 
tence in  us^  for  having  proceeded  in  it  thus  far,  and  with  every 
term  of  ignominy  and  abhorrence  with  respe^  to  the  wickxsl 
principle  on  which  this,  and  its  fellow  edidt  for  butchery  and 
famine  (the  fisheiy  bill)  are  grounded. 

Lord  N^fth  made  a  short  reply  ;  defending  the  bill  on  the 
former  ground  of.  necessity.  He  offered  a  clause  to  extend 
the  bill  to  the  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Sussex,  on 
Ddaware,  ••  That  during  the  continuance  of  this  a^,  no 
^oods  shall  be  shipped  from  the  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent, 
and  Sussex,  on  Delaware,  but  to  the  places  therein  mentroned.^ 
A  few' observations  were  made  on  this  extraonlrnary' motion^ 
which  it  was  said  was  unj>recedented  and  unknown  m  the 
annals  of  Parliament,  that  of  condemning  people  unheard, 
nay  even  without  enquiry.  It  was  answered  generally,  That 
the  House  was  in  possession  of  information  sufficient  to  ivar-^ 
rant  the  insertion  of  the  clause ;  that  the  papers  lyittg  on  the 
table  contained  that  information ;  and  that  any  gentleman 
tr ho,  doubted  that  the  inhabitants  of  those  counties  deserved 
no  exclusrs'e  favour,  or  particular  indulgence,  had  need  only 
to  peruse  the  papers  laid  before  the  House  to  be  convinced. 
The  clause,  with  other  amendments,  being  read  a  second  time, 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Lord  North  laid  before  the  House,  by  his  Majesty's  com- 
mand, the  following  letters : 

JpxttfoB  of  Of  hetUr  from  the  Honourable  Governor  Gage  to  tht 
Earl  of  Dartmouth,  dated  Boston,  1 7/A  Feb.  1775. 

I  AM  honoured  with  your  lordship's  dispatch  of  the  loth 
of  December,  No.  13  ;  as  ^o  of  vour  Icidship's  circular  let- 
ter of  same  date,  inclosing  copies  of  his  Majesty's  most  gra- 
rious  speech  to  both'  Houses  of  Parliament,  with  the  addresses 
of  the  Lords  and  commons  thereuf>on. 

The  firm  resolution  expressed  in  his  Majesty's  speech  to 
maiiitain  the  authority  of  the  supreme  legislature,  over-  all 
parts  of  the  empire,  and  the  assurances  given  by  the  new  Par- 
liament 
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liament  to  support  his  Majesty's  measures,  in  which  the  de- 
magogues here  flattered  themselves  to  find  abettors  and  de- 
fimders  of  their  conduA,  has  cast  a  damp  upon  the  fa£H<ui ; 
but  they  still  entertain  hopes  that  the  resolves  of  their  conti- 
nental congress  will  work  in  their  j&vour. 

Tour  lordship  will  be  told  of  the  late  instance*  of  loyalty 
in  the  New  York  assembly,  which  has  had  vefy  good  eSe&St 
and  we  are  told  that  they  are  changing  their  sentiments  at 
Philadelphia.  The  fiiry  into  which  people  were  thrown,  and 
which  spread  like  an  infedtion  from  town  to  town,  and  from 
province  to  province,  is  hardly  to  be  paralleled,  whore  no  op- 
pression was  anally  felt ;  but  they  were  stirred  up  by  every 
means  that  art  could  invent.  They  were  made  to  believe,  that 
their  religion  was  in  danger,  their  lands  to  be  taxed,  and  that 
the  troops  were  sent  to  inforce  the  measures,  and  wantonly  to 
massacre  the  inhabitants.  People  well  disposed  caught  the 
popular  fever ;  and  when  it  raged  at  the  highest,  the  delegates 
were  chosen  for  the  continental  congress :  so  that,  we  are  told, 
the  greatest  incendiaries  in  most  provinces  were  eleAed.  It 
required  temperate  management,  and  much  pains,  to  undeceive 
the  people,  who  are  more  moderate  in  general,  though  num- 
bers still  hold  their  first  prejudices. 

If  this  provincial  congress  is  not  to  be  deemed  a  rebellious 
meeting,  surely  some  of  their  resolves  are  rebellious,  though 
they  aSeft  not  to  order,  but  only  to  recommend  measures  to  the 
people;  which  measures  I  have  learnt,  from  the  emissaries  I 
have  sent  through  the  country,  have  not  been  regarded  as  to 
the  raising  money,  though  they  have  been  training  men  in 
several  townships,  as  they  could  get  them  in  the  humour  to 
assemble.  This  new-clefted  congress  met  on  the  ist  instant, 
and  I  transmit  your  lordship  some  of  the  resolves.  I  am  just 
informed,  that  they  have  adjourned  themselves. 

Nothing  can  be  attempted  here  till  the  reception  that  the 
proceedings  of  their  great  congress  meets  with  in  England,  is 
known.  The  sending  a  detachment  to  Marshfield  has  had  a 
good  eflTeft  in  that  quarter  of  the  country,  and  I  hope  will  en- 
courage other  places,  where  oppression  b  felt,  to  make  applica- 
tions of  the  same  nature. 

//?  Provincial  Congress,  Cambridge^  Feh.  15,  X775. 

Whereas  it  appears  to  this  congress,  from  the  present  dis-- 
position  of  the  British  ministry  and  parliament,  that  there  is 
real  cause  to  fear,  that  the  reasonable  and  just  applications  of 
this  continent  to  Great  Britain  for  peace^  liberty^  and  safety^ 
will  not  meet  with  a  favourable  reception ;  but  on  the  contrary, 

from 
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from  the  large  reinforcement  of  troops  expefted  in  this  colo- 
.  ny,  the  tenor  pf  intelligence  from  Great  Britain,  and  the  ge- 
neral appearances,  we  have  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  sud- 
<len  destruction  of  this  colony  in  particular  is  intended,  for  re- 
fusing, with  the  other,  American  colonies,  tamely  to  submit  to 
the  most  ignominious  slavery. 

Therefore  resolved.  That  the  great  law  of  self-preservation 
calls  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  immediately  to  pre- 
pare against  every  attempt  that  may  be  made  to  attack  them 
by  surprise ;  and  it  is  upon  serious  deliberation  most  earnestly 
recommended  to  the  militia  in  general,  as  well  as  the  detached 
part  of  it  in  minute  men,  that  they  spare  neither  time,  pains, 
nor  expence,  at  so  critical  a  jundure,  in  perfecting  themsdves 
forthwith  in  military  discipline  ;  and  that  skilful  instructors  be 
provided  for  those  companies  which  are  not  already  provided 
therewith. 

And  it  Is  recommended  to  the  towns  and  distrids  in  this 
colony,  That  they  encourage  such  persons  as  are  skilled  in  the 
manufactory  of  fire-arms  and  bayone^ts  diligently  to  apply 
themselves  thereto,  for  supplying  such  of  the  inhabitants  as 
shall  be  deficient. 

And  for  the  encouragement  of  American  manufaChirers  of 
fire-arms  and  bayonets,  it  is  further  resolved.  That  this  con- 
gress will  giye  the  preference  to,  and  purchase  from  them,  so 
many  efiTeClive  arms  and  bayonets  as  can  be  delivered  in  a  rea- 
sonable time  upon  notice ,  given  to  this  congress,  at  its  next 
session. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  provincial  congress, 

John  Hancock,  President. 
A  true  extraO:  from  the  minutes. 

Benjamin  Lincoln,  Secretary. 

Adjourned  to  the  22d  day  of  March  next. 

EpitraB  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Gage  to  the  Earl  of  HTCtt* 
mouth,  dated  Boston,  2oti  Feb,  1775. 

I  HAVE  tried  to  get  intelligence  if  they  had  presumed  to 
usurp  the  government  entirely,  and  chuse  a  governor,  and  am 
informed,  that  the  measure  was  talked  of,  but  could  not  be 
carried.  Some  people  from  CdnneCticut,  termed  a  committee, 
and  amongst  them  the  governor's  son,  came  to  the  congress, 
just  after  the  adjournment,  which  caused  much  speculation, 
and  of  course  many  reports.  Some  say,  their  business  was  to 
offer  an  aid  of  men  4  others,  to  inform  them  of  the  contents 
of  a  letter  the  govemorof  that  colony  had  received  from  your 

lordship  i 
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lordship ;  biut  I  can  only  yet  discover,  that  it  was  a  rmt  of 
curiosity. 

March  31. 

Motion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  bill  for  erecting  t 
house  of  industry,  and  for  the  better  em^^oyment  of  the  poor 
within  the  hundreds  of  Midford  and  Long-Ditch,  m  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  was  made ;  and  counsel  being  called  for, 
Mr.  Harding  was  heard  against  the  bill ;  he  examined  two 
witnesses. 

The  evidence  of  the  first  witness  went  to  prove  that  those 
two  hundreds  meant  to  be  incorporated  by  the  bill,  consist  of 
fifty-one  psurishes  or  townships,  that  he  had  visited  forty-six 
of  the  parish  or  work-houses  for  maintaining  the  poor,  and 
had  found  them  all  in  very  good  order,  in  respcA  of  diet,  bed- 
ding, air,  usage,  and  general  regulation  j  that  he  had  spoke  to 
the  poor  at  every  one  of  these  places  he  had  spoke  to  the  poc» 
at  every  one  of  these  places  he  visited,  and  had  found  them 
nnivcrsally  well  satisfied  with  their  present  situation,  but  unsK 
nimously  declared  their  fears  and  abhorrence  of  the  proposed 
scheme  of  an  house  of  industry,  or  general  workhouse.  He 
gave  likewise  an  account  of  three  several  meetings  of  the 
land-owners  and  occupies  within  the  distridb  meant  to  be 
incorporated  j  at  the  last  of  which,  on  the  24th  of  November j 
it  was  almost  unanimously  agreed  to  drop  the  present  biU.  His 
testimony  was  confirmed  by  another  witness,  who  performed 
such  another  visitation,  artd  was  present  at  the  meeting  of  the 
24th  of  November. 

Mr.  Macdonald,  counsel  for  the  bill,  was  heard  in  answer, 
and  called  two  witnesses,  one  to  controvert  the  fafts  asserted 
by  the  evidence  on  the  other  side,  and  the  other  to  shew  the 
utility  of  such  a  plan,  fi'om  the  effedls  a  similar  one  has  had 
in  the  same  county. 

The  first  witness  said,  he  had  visited  twenty  out  of  the  fifty- 
one  parishes,  and  had  in  general  found  the  poor  very  badly 
lodged,  fed,  and  taken  care  of.  In  some  places  four  in  a  bed^ 
in  others  living  on  turnips,  in  one  or  two  places  eat  up  with 
filth  and  vermin,  and  in  general,  well  pleased  with  the  pro- 
posed plan,  unless  where  prejudiced  against  it  by  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  first  of  the  t\ro  foregoing  witnesses.  He'  said 
he  was  at  the  meeting,  where  he  owned  there  were  some  gen- 
tlemen and  land-occupiers,  but  much  the  greater  part  way 
composed  of  paupersj  farmers,  and  livery  servants,  who  be- 
haved in  a  most  indecent,  riotous,  threatening  manner,  and 
insisted)  that  it  was  not  agreed  to  give  up  the  proposed  bili^ 

nor 
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nor  was  iketc  any  question  regularly  put,  qr  carried  for  that 
purpose. 

The  other  witness  was  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  a  direftor  of 
a  house  of  iijidustry  established  in  the  same  coimty  about  eight 
years  since.  He  said  the  parishes  incorporated  were  eighty- 
eight  5  that  the  poor  consisted  on  an  average  of  about  33Q 

'  persons,  the  annual  rates  of  3080I.  that  their  work  produced 
iabout  3  col.  per  annum,  which  was  nearly  the  sum  distributed 
to  reUevethe  out-poor ;  that  they  had  borrowed  to  carry^the 
scheme  into  execution,  the  sum  of  i2,oool.  3000I.  of  which 
lAd  been  already  paid  off;  that  they  were  certainly  confined^ 
hot  having  Uberty  to  go  out,  but  by  a  written  ojder  given  by 
the  governor,  and  j^pproved  of  by  the  committee.  He  further 
confessed,  that  the  punishments  were  the  stocks,  confinement, 
restraint  of  diet,  and  in  some   instances,  aftual  correftion. 

^  That  the  poor  were  at  first  much  displeased ;  that  they  pulled 
down  the  house  of  industry,  which  it  cost  500I.  to  repair ;  and 
that  on  the  whole,  the  only  real  objeftion  made  to  the  house 
over  which  he  presides  as  a  director,  is  the  objection  the  poor 
express  to  being  confined.  Mr.  Harding  replied,  and  the 
question  of  commitment  being  put,  a  short  debate  ensupd; 
the  House  divided.  Ayes  60,  Noes  ^2.  The  speakers  for 
the  bill  were.  Sir  Edward  Astley,  Mr.  Milles,  and  Mr.  Wol- 
laston ;  against  it,  Sir  Harbord  Harbord,  Mr.  Whitworth,  and 
Mr.  T.  Townshend. 
Adjourned  to  April  3. 

Lord  Folkestone  moved,  **  that  the  reservation  contained  in 
the  last  charter  granted  to  the  borough  of  Saltash,  and  ex- 
pressed in  these  words,  ivhich  mayors  as  well  present  as  future^ 

.  jor  negle^  or  default ^  or  any  other  reasonable  causey  *ive  will  shall  be 
removeable  by  us,  our  heirs ,  and  successors,^  is  unconstitutional, 
as  it  tends  to  restrain  the  freedom  of  eledlions,  and  of  returns 
of  members  to  serve  in  parUament  for  the  said  borough,  and 
establishes  a  precedent  dangerous  to  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  the  public  liberty  of  the  realm."  His  lordship, 
in  a  very  long  and  able  speech,  pointed  out  the  manif(^ 
dangers  which  might  result  from  the  interference  of  the  crown 
in  such  boroughs  as  send  representatives  to  Parliament.  He 
shewed,  that  the  charter  in  question  gave  to  the  crown  a 

•  power  of  removing  the  mayor  at  pleasure;  that   the  mayor 
was   I.  an  a^Hng  magistrate  for  the  borough,  esc  offidoy  con-' 
sequently,  that  his  being  removeable  at  pleasure  was  a  cir- 
cumstance incompatible  with  the  principles  of  justice.  2.  That 

his  consent  was  necessary  for  filling  up  the  body,  consequently 

^^''  -       •      •  ,  "  the 
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the  crown  had  IndirefUy  a  subsisting  inflaence  in  those  dec* 
txonsy  which  manifestly  tended  to  the  influencing  parliamentary 
elections.     But  3dly,  and  chiefly,  that  he  was  the  returning 
oflicer  for  the  borough,  consequently,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
imagined  but  that  he  would  be  removed  at  the  eve  of  an  elec- 
tion, if  he  was  not  in  the  interest  of  the  minister,  and  that,  by 
getting  another  more  &vourable   in  his  place,  the  minister 
would  be  sure  of  the  return.     He  compared  the  ends  of.  the 
clause  with  the  judicial  sentence  of  despotic  power,  sic  voto^ 
sic  jubeo  stztpro  ratione  voluntas^     He  said  that  the  exclusion 
of  pensioners  from  the  House,  was  a  proof  that  men^//,  that  a 
person  under  influence  or  the  bias  of  interest  would  not  be 
independent.     He  said,  that  in  part  the  members  for  Saltash 
must  be  the  mimsfer^s  nominees  in  future  times,  though  the 
independency  of  the  present   members  [Sir  Charles  Whit- 
worth,  and  Grey  Cooper,  Esq.]  might  seejn  to  take  off  the 
weight  of  this  argument,  as  at  least  it  prevented  the  applica-« 
tion  of  that  term  with  propriety  at  present ;  that  burgage 
tenure  boroughs  had  been  often  complained  of  as  the  bane  of 
this  constitution,  but  the  mischief  resulting  from  them  was 
not  to  be  compared  with  that  of  such  boroughs  as  Saltash  *, 
for  though  the  eleftions  in  the  former  case  were  reduced  to  a 
few  hands,  yet  they  were  the  hands  of  the  people,  whereas,  this 
was  putting  eledlions  into  those  of  the  King,  and  consequently 
confounding  the  component  parts  of  the  legislature.     He  ad- 
mitted that  the  mqdel  of  ^he  charter  was  not  new,  for  that  it 
was  taken  from  one  of  Charles  JI.'s  in  the  year  1683,  a  time 
so  inauspicious  to  liberty  of  all  kinds,  that  he  nei-er  could 
have  believed  modem  times  would  have  quoted  such  a  one  as 
a  precedent,  much  less  as  a  justification.     He  expatiated  very 
fully  on  the  attempts  of  two  monarchs  of  the  house  of  Stuart, 
who,  finding  all  other  attempts  prove  unsuccessfril,  had  at 
length  recourse  to  the  garbling  of  corporations,  and  granting . 
new  charters,  as  the  only  certain  means  of  undermining,  and 
in  time,  totally  destroying  the  constitution,     He  quoted  Sir 
George  Treby  and  Sir  John  Dalrymple  as  authorities  to  prove 
the  intention ;  the   bishop  of  Londonderry,  Dr.  King,  to  as- 
certain the  effeBs  of  such  charters.     He  said,  that  defending 
this  charter  because  it  is  the  same  as  Charles  II.'s,  was  an  ar- 
gument like  what  pudoris  causa  had  not  been  attempted,  but 
with  equal  reason  might  have  been  in  the  late  Grenada  cause, 
when  depending  on  prerogative  to  raise  money  by  proclama- 
tion, they  might  have  said  Charles  I.  levied  ship-money  hypre- 
rcgative^  and  he  observed  as  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that 
in  tho  last  century  an  innovation  upon  the  subjefts*  right  of 

raising 
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raising  public  moneyj  and  of  chusing  their  own  representative^ 
Tf  ere  indeed  both  attempted,  but  they  were  in  different  reignsy 
when  neither  attempt  had  been  previously  condemned  hj 
Parliament.  He  said  it  would  have  been  ridiculous  perhaps 
last  year  to  have  complained  of  Charles  II.'s  charter ;  it  is  im- 
paroper  to  complain  when  it  is  renewed  ? — ^the  illegal  clause 
must  be  inserted  by  accident,  or  design — if  the  k^ter,  the 
law  ofEcers  adopt  its  illegality,  and  make  it  their  own.  They 
must  allow,  its  being  a  mere  copy  of  Charles's  does  not  make 
it  legal ;  and  if  it  does  not,  they  must  either  contend,  that . 
Charles^  had  no  intentions  of  destroying  the  liberties  of  this 
cpuntry  in  his  modelling  of  corporations,  or  that  in.  the  in- 
stance of  Saltash  he  deviated  from  that  plan  5  or  they  must 
admit  that  he  bad  such  a  plan ;  that  the  Salta$h  charter  'W^as 
part  of  that  plan,  and  consequently,  ths^t  it  had  the  objeAion 
imputed  to  the  new  charter,  which  is  a  copy  of  it.  He  said, 
the  clause  in  question  was  not  in  the  charter  previous  to  1683, 
and  that  therefore  those  who  were,  upon  principle,  ff  }ends  of 
the  constitution,  and  of  the  royal  family  upon  the  throne,  hi^d 
great  cause  to  complain  that,  as  that  king  had  made  a  change 
^o  hurtful  to  liberty,  the  advisers  of  his  present  Majesty  would 
not  make  an  alteration,  if  it  was  only  to  counterafk  the  mis- 
chiefs of  their  predecessors.  He  quoted  Lord  Mansfield  that 
such  reservation  was  unnecessary,  and  so  justified  his  appre- 
hension, that  being  needful  to  a  good  purpose,  it  was  designed 
for  some  bad  one. 

Mr.  Powys  seconded  the  motion,  with  an  apqiogy  for  his 
taking  up  a  matter  so  intricate  and  difficult  as  the  construc- 
tion of  charters ;  but  said,  that  as  the  present  spoke  not  the 
abstruse  do&ines  of  law,  but  plain  English,  intelligible  to  the 
meanest  understandings,  he  would  not  resist  the  invitation  of 
his  noble  friend  ^o  assist  him  in  an  inquiry  of  this  nature* 
That  he  was  sensible  the  learned  geh^lemen,  who  were  almost 
parties  in  this  business,  and  were  particularly  called  upon  to 
support  a  defensive  side,  were  used  m  the  coiurse  of  their  pro- 
fession to  quirks  and  subtleties,  which  might  puzzle  and  per- 
plex the  unlearned;  but  their  recolleftion  that  they  were  not 
advocates  here,  but  members  of  parliament,  ought,  and  he  did 
not  doubt  would,  induce  them  to  use  a  more  open  and  manly 
conduft.  He  said,  the  charter>  as  favourable  to  prerogative, 
they  might  think  it  their  duty,  as  servants  of  the  crown,  to 
promote ;  but  if  it  could  ever  be  said,  that  it  was  any  person's 
duty  to  extend  the  prerogative,  he  was  sure  it  was  the  duty  of 
this  House  to  check  and  controulit.  He  took  this  opportunity 
9£  declaiming  against  the  Stuarts ;  to  express  his  abhorrence 
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likewise  of  all  those  wjio  were  in  the  opposite  extreme :  and 
concluded  with  saying,  the  mover  and  himself  might  be  called 
Quixotes  in  politics ;  but  he  feared  no  appellation,*  when  he 
was  contending  for  the  exercise  of  the  peculiar  fundion  oi 
that  House. 

The  Attorney^General  began  with  lamenting,  that  lie  was 
not  apprized  sufficiently  of  the  objedlions  that  might  have 
been  .taken  to  the  charter  to  be  able  immediately  to  defend 
every  part  of  it,  though  he  thought  every  part  of  it  perfe£Hy 
defensible.  That  with  regard  to  the  clause  singled  out  for  the 
animadversion  of  the  House  (if  in  faft  the  noble  lord  was  serious 
in  his  motion),  he  could  not  help  being  sorry  that  it  was 
not  hinted  to  him  before  •,  for  he  was  firmly  convinced,  that 
half  an  hour's  private  conversation  with  him  and  the  honour- 
able gendcman  who  seconded  him  would  have  reconciled  it  to 
their  minds.  lie  said  he  Uvays  did,  and  always  woidd,  leave 
the  lawver  \t\  Westminster  Kail,  and  be  iii  that  House  a  mem- 
ber  of  Parli:^mcT.t.  He  said,  that  as  he  controverted  the  pre- 
mises of  the  noble  lord's  arfrunient,  he  should  have  no  occasion 
.  to  take  notice  of  those  generous  sentiments  of  liberty,  which 
he  seemed  to  entertain  ;  that  he  himself  heartily  went  with  him 
in  those  sentiments,  and  should  be  sorry  to  think  any  n^2ui  in 
the  kingdom  more  a  friend  to  the  revolution  than  himself. 
Kc  said,  that  the  noble  lord  and  Iiis  friend  had  gone  upon  an 
evident  mistake,  that  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors  are 
tiie  kiiM^j  o:c.  in  their  courts  of  justice.  He  quoted  t)yerover 
ttg.-id,  that  in  legal  interpretation  rex  fiosciturperjudicfsnonper 
fc;  that  no  legal  pcvrer  can  reside  personally  in  the  King.  He 
pointed  out  an  alteriition  that  had  been  made  in  the  new 
ch:\ner,  the  omission  of  a  clause  v;hich  in  the  one  dir^dled  that 
the  j-emoval  should  be  by  privy  seul  or  sign  manual ;  and  con- 
tended that  as  Sir  Robert  Sawyer  (whose  character  as  a  poli- 
tician he  set  out  of  the  case)  was  confessedly  a  learned  man, 
that  clause  directing  the  means  of  removal  was  contrived  by 
him  merely  because  he  knew  the  clause  complained  of  would 
be  of  no  effeft  without  it,  as  contradictory  to  a  fundamental 
maxim  of  the  law,  that  the  King  cannot  zdi  in  person. 

Mr.  Dun?iing  replied,  that  he  thought  the  House,  and  the 
nation  nt  lar;:^e,  much  oblieed  to  the  v/orthv  member  who  had 
brought  before  them  an  inquiry  at  least  so  constitutional ;  that 
they  had  done  him  the  favour  to  confer  with  him  on  their  pro- 
priety of  the  motion  •,  that  from  a  slight  consideration  at  that 
time,  he  was  convinced  they  were  strictly  justified  in  their  in* 
tei'pretations  of  this  clause ;  that  he  had  since  more  seriously 
considered  it,  and  on  the  most  mature  deliberation  was  of -the 
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clearest  opinion,  that  the  interpretation  given  by  them  was  the 
true  and  only  one  that  could  be  put  upon  it )  that  as  the  at- 
torney general  of  James  II.  had  been  quoted  with  some  ap- 
plause by  his  learned  friend,  who  was  at  .present  in  the  same 
pffice,  he  was  sincerely  happy  to  hear  laid  out  of  the  com- 
mendable part  of  his  charafter,  this  activity  to  introduce  arbi^ 
trzry  power ;  that   if  he  agreed  with  him  that  Sir  Robert 
Sawyer  was  a  learned  man,  it  must  be  admitted  in  return,  he 
yrvis  too  learned  to  insert  a  nugatory  clause,  such  as  he  had 
contended  the  clause  in  question  to  be.  He  agreed  in  the  posi<- 
tion,  that  the  King  cannot  aA  in  his  person,  but  insisted  that 
the  clause  of  the  charter,  contained  in  the  motion,  was  meant 
to  reserve  or  create  that  power ;  therefore  the  motion  gives  it 
the  proper  title.  That  it  is  unconstitutional.     He  observed, 
that  it  was  said  the  other  day,  that  the  present  charter  was  a 
transcript  of  the  <ild :  the  words  of  the  former  charter  are^ 
Ad  bene  placitum  nostrum  volumus  esse  amobUem  ;  the  words  of 
the  new,  We  wiil,  he  shall  he  amoveable  by  us.    He  insisted  they 
meant  the  same  thing,  and  that  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  with  all 
his  learning,  was  a  bad  attorney  general  for  James  II.  if  he 
did  not  mean  to  make  the  mayor  of  Saltash  dependant  on  the 
will  of  the  King.    He  insisted  it  was  the  design  of  the  Kinf  , 
and  it  was  the  design  of  Sir  R.  Sawyer ;  and  proved  from  Mr. 
Hume,  that  it  was  actually  the  effed  of  charters  given  in  sup- 
port of  rfieir  intentions.     He  defied  the  crown  lawyers  to  point 
out  the  niode  of  trying  a  reasonable  cause  in  a  court  of  justice. 
^10  tuarrantOf  ^nd  proceedings  by  mandamus,  are  eluded  and 
put  out  of  fashion;  and  among  all  the  writs,  he  never  yet  heard 
of  one  entitled,  pro  majore  amovendo^  He  insisted,  therefore, 
the  present  was  a  short  summary  way  of  removing  an  officer 
that  might  happen  to  be  willing  to  think  for  himself,  (a  rare 
thing  at  Saltash  /)  and  introducing  another  more  subservient 
to  the  mandate  of  the  minister  and  the  views  of  the  King. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  answered,  that  by  various  caus(s  it  had 
become  necessary  to  grant  a  new  charter  to  this  borough ;  that 
in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  he  had  stri<SUy  followed  the  rule 
he  likad  laid  down  for  himself,  and  he  hoped  with  propriety, ' 
of  confining  the  new  grant  to  the  terms  of  the  old  one,  that 
otherwise,  they  must  have  a  great,  and  consequently  a.  dange- 
rous discretion  \  that  in  the  present  case,  the  only  alteration 
he  made  W2^  that  already  stated,  of  chianging  ad  bene  placitum 
nostrum^  &c.  to  by  usy  &c. ;  and  that  was  done  merely  from  the 
bad  aspeft  which  the  words  bene  placitum  nostrum  always  carry ; 
that  the  omission  of  the  clause  direfting  the  rcmtoval  to  be' 
by  sigi\  manual,  was  in  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  passing  of  the 
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diarter ;  for  which,  as  his  learned  colleague  and  himself  were 
not  concerned  in  it,  they  assumed  no  merit.  He  insisted  on  the 
consiruftion  already  given,  that  regis  voluntas  nofcffur  tantuf» 
in  atria :  that  this  House,  coming  to  a  resolution  construing 
•  the  present  charter  as  illegal,  might  endanger  that  maxima 
for  it  would  be  an  inference  fairly  drawn,  that  the  King,  ex- 
pressly named,  does  not  mean  the  King  in  his  courts,  if  a  re- 
solution of  this  House  should  declare,  that  the  meaning  of  the 
words  the  King  does  mean  the  King  personally,  as  the  modon 
intimates,  and  not  in  the  constrp£lion  already  contended  to 
be  the  construftion  of  the  law  b6oks» 

Mr.  T/iomas  Townshend  observed^  th^t  the  point  now  touch- 
ed was  a  very  tender  one ;  and  that  in  which  the  constitution 
was  most  vulnerable.     He  had  heard,  much  to  his  surprise, 
those  who  opposed  the  attempts  of  the  Stuarts  branded  with 
epithets  of  turbulent,  factious,  and  daring  •,  if  one  of  the  great- 
est grievances  they  complained  of,  was  the  garbling  of  corpo- 
rations, he  should  not  wonder  if  the  learned  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  were  to  apply  the  same  epithets  to  those  who  were 
for  passing  the  present  censure ;  for  the  case  before  them,  as 
far  as  it  went,  was  certainly  a  case  in  point :  but  with  whatever 
'   severity  it  might  be  fashionable  to  treat  every  man  who  disap- 
proved of  the  garbling  corporations^  in  the  reigns  of  Charles 
and  James  the  Second,  luckily  the  revolution,  the  new  consti- 
tution then  formed,  and  all  the  great  and  justly  revered  names 
who  had  a  hand  in  that  glorious  work,  thought  priecisSly  with 
the  noble  lord   who  made  the   present   motion.     He  then 
quoted  a  passage  from  Bishop  Burnet,  in  which  that  historian 
gives  an  accoimt  of  the  dissolving  old  charters,  and  granting 
new  ones ;  observing,  that  the  surest  road  to  politick  conse- 
quence and  court  favour  was  for  great  men  to  exert  themselves 
in  corporation  matters.     Granville,  Earl  of  Bath,  took    this 
tafk  upon  himself  as  to  the  borotrghs  in  the  West,  and  was  so 
successful,  a^  to  persuade  several  of  them  to  resign  their  char- 
ters, takfng  care  to  supply  their  places  with  officers   of  the 
guard^i,  who  in  many  instances  were  appointed  the  new  cor- 
porators. He  observed,  that  in  one  of  the  charters  now  before 
the  House,  granted  in  1683,  CoL  Granville,  that  earl's  brother* 
afterwards  Lord  Lansdown,  was  appointed  the^rst  recorder. 
He  did  not  doubt  but  the  officers  of  the  guards,  who  never 
saw  Saltash,  and  were  appointed  under  the  charter  of  1683, 
were  full  as  fit  persons  to  be  chosen  to  fill  up  the  corporation, 
as  many  appointed  under  the  new  one ;  and  that  on  the  whole, 
the  people  without  doors,  however  those  within  might  afie£t 
to  take  it,  were,  in  his  opinion,  very  justly  alarmed  to  behold 
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the  recent,  repeated  attempts  made  to  bring  corporations  im- 
tnediately  under  the  power  and  direfUon  of  the  crown.  When 
he  saw  every  gazette  containing  an  account  of  a  new  charter 
granted  to  some  borough  or  other  the  last  summer,  he  begaa 
to  suspe£k  the  designs  of  administration  upon  boroughs,  and  a 
speedy  dissolution  of  Parliament,  which  he  soon  foufid  to  provtf 
true.  He  mentioned  particularly  the  granting  a  new  charter 
to  the  borough  of  Abingdon. 

This  brought  up  Mr.  Bayleyy  who  gave  the  House  an  ac- 
count of  the  new  charter  granted  to  the  borough  of  Abing-^ 
don,  about  a  month  or  two  before  the  dissolution  of  the  last 
parliament,  and  which  he  said,  had  brought  as  much  disgrace 
upon  those  who  had  any.hand  in  granting  it,  as  any  of  those 
charters  could  which  were  granted  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  j 
and  he  had  not  a  doubt  but  there  was  as  much  a  design  now  of 
altering  the  constitution  of  this  kingdom  (though  perhaps  by 
slower,  but  in  a  more  certain  degree),  as  there  was  then  \  but 
he  hoped  in  God  such  wicked  and  arbitrary  designs  would  be 
again  frustrated.  This  new  charter  puts  it  m  the  power  of  the 
corporation  of  Abingdon  (which  never  consists  of  more  than 
27  persons)  to  return  any  member  to  Parliament  they 
pleased,  and  every  body  knows  how  much  easier  it  is  for  go- 
vernment to  influence  27  persons  than  so  populous  a  town  a$ 
this,  being  the  metropolis  of  Berkshire;  and  indeed  the  corpo- 
rate body  of  this  town  is  well  known  to  be  governed  by  their 
recorder,  Mr.  Morton,  who,  holding  several  places  under  the 
crown,  makes  a  merit  of  the  service  he  has  done  in  advising 
the  grant  of  this  new  charter. 

Govei'nor  Johnstone  adopted  the  last  gentleman's  ideas.  He 
said  the  immediate  interference  of  the  crown,  independent 'of 
the  official  or  judicial  assistance  and  aid  of  those,  whom  the  con- 
stitution had  appointed  to  advise  it,  in  all  matters  of  this  kind,  had 
a  very  disagreeable  aspedl ;  that  the  principle  itself  was  alajnn- 
ing ;  but  it  became  much  jnore  so,  when  exercised  just  at  the 
eve  of  a  general  eleftion,  because,  what  otherwise,  though  in 
itself  wrong,  might 'seem  to  be  the  efFeftof  mere  chance  ope- 
rating by  incidental  circumstances,  no\f  took  the  strongest  ap- 
pearance of  a  systematic  design  to  answer  eleftion  jpiirposes. 
He  said,  that  the  House  Ought  to  remember,  that  if  Sir  Robert 
Sawyer  was  a  learned  man,  he  was  also  a  very  wicked  man ; 
that  he  was  the  avowed  and  willing  instrument  of  arbitrary 
power  J  and  that  the  more  learned  he  was  allowed,  there  was 
the  more  occasion  to  suspeft  him.  He  said  he  was  glad  to 
hear  of  one  certain  rule  laid  down  by  the  learned  gentleman 
[Mr.  Solicitor  General]  relative  to  the   proper  manner  of 
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granting  new  charters,  which  was  that  the  new  charter 
byght  to  be,  to  every  material  purpose  a  transcript  of  the  old ; 
yet  he  was  sorry  to  observe,  that  in  the  case  of  Hellstone» 
which  lately  happened  to  come  under  his  consideration^  that 
rule  "happened  to  be  departed  from ;  for  the  old  charter  Tested 
th^  power  of  appointing  burgesses  in  the  mayor,  aldermen^ 
and  commonalty,  whereas  the  new  one  restrained  that  power 
to  the  mayor  and  aldermen  only.  With  this  remarkable  cir- 
cumstance, that  h  the  very  ground  upon  which  the  old  charter 
Was  vacated  ;  yet  is  the  very  precise  alteration  adopted  by  the 
new  charter.  He  instanced  some  other  deviations,  relative  to 
a  deputy  recorder,  &c.  He  then  entered  into  general  obser- 
vations on  the  charters  granted  to  Hellstone,  Abingdon,  and 
Saltash  ;  and  treated  the  principle  which  directed  the  several 
grants  with  severity.  ,  v 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  said,  he  should  always,  as  far  as  was  in 
his  power,  abide  by  the;,  rule  before  mentioned  of  copying  the 
()ld  charter  in  the  new  grant;  and  that  he  and  his  colleague  in 
office  had  observed  it,  in  the  one  alluded  to  by  the  honourable 
member  who  spoke  last.  For  there,  though  the  old  charter, 
it  was  true,  had  been  granted,  and  the  right  of  admitting  bur^ 
gesscs  had  been  given  to  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty 
of  Hellstone  ;  yet  the  usage  had  been  direftly  contrary,  from 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  time  the  charter  was  granted; 
besides,  there  is  one  general  exception  which  ought  to  be  made, 
and  which  was  a<^tually  the  case  at  Hellstone,  that  is,  when  the 
j>ersons  to  be  incorporated  apply  for  the  alteration.  The  al- 
teration was  at  the  express  desire  of  the  inhabitants.  At 
Abinp[don  the  alteration  was  only  appointing  five  justices  to 
a6t:  within  the  borough  of  Abingdon,  which  if  it  could  operate 
to  any  purpose,  must  have  been  an  injprovement,  according  to 
the  honourable  gentleman's  ideas,  as  five  persons  were  not  so 
likely  to  abuse  their  power  as  three. 

Mr'.  Howard  said,  the  present  charter  was  less  excet>tionable 
than  the  former ;  that  the  sting  of  Sir  Robert  Sawyer's  at- 
tempt was  extracted,  and  that  therefore  he  disapproved  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Fietde.  The  King  can  aft  only  in  curioj  not  in  camera  ; 
therefore  whatever  were  the  intentions,  the  clause  cannot  have 
the  effeft  apprehended  by  the  mover  of  this  qu^tion. 

Lord  Folkestofie  said,  it  was  the  intention  which  he  wished 
to  defeat ;  the  prafticability  of  executing  such  intentions  ac- 
tually appeared  in  the  reign  of  King  William  III,  by  means  of 
King  James's  charters,  several  of  which  appearing  of  this  ten- 
dency on  trials  of  controverted  ele&ions,  were  voted  illegal  by 
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the  House  of  Commons  ;  and  added,  that  if  the  charter  of 
1774  spoke  the  language  of  1683,  it  was  Becoming  a  men^b^r 
of  parliament  to  talk  the  language  of  idSp,  and  censure jsuch 
intentions.  '^ 

The  question  passed  in  the  negative. 

\aOTA^Folkes$one  moved,  That  the  words  (of  the  last  motion) 
contained  in  the  charter,  do  not  reserve  to  the  crown  any  power 
of  a  motion,  except  by  due  course  of  law. 

Mr.  Ellis  moved  to  adjourn. 

The  House  divided.     Ayes  127  5  Noes  46. 

Lord  FoUestoMff  apologized  to  the  House,  that  he  should 
bring  on  a  ^estion  before  the  private  business  was 'gone 
through,  but  he  wished  to*  make  a  motion  at  that  instant, 
because  it  was  the  first  moment  that  offered  after- the  indiretft 
negative  put  upon  him  on  Monday.  The  House  then  voted, 
that  a  clause,  reserving  to  the  King  a  power  of  removing  a 
returning  officer,  was  not  unconstitutional ;  that  resolution  is 
upon  the  journals.  He  wished  the  reason  of  that  vote  might 
likewise  appear.  The  reason  given  was  that  the  King,  Sec*, 
meant  the  King  in  the  court  of  justice.  As  he  could  not  tin- 
derstand  the  clause  in  that  light  he  meant  to  negative  his  own 
motion ;  tho'  if  it  had  a  legislative  operation  he  would  warmly 
support  it.  ^  He  added,  that  he  would  not  give  the  House  the 
trouble  of  a  division,  unless  a  previous  question  was  moved  : 
in  that  case  he  would.  Moved  then  the  second  question  of 
the  former  day.  That  the  words  contained  in  the  charter  do 
not  reserve  to  the  crown  any  power  of  a  motion,  except  by 
due  course  of  law. 

Seconded  by  Mr.  Powys 

Mr.  St,  John  said,  the  reason  assigned  was  certainly  the 
reason'foi^thevoteon  Monday,  but  the  second  question  then 
moved  and  now  renewed,  was  like  voting  that  an  eldest  son 
is  heir  apparent  to  his  father:  therefore  he  moved  the  pre^^ 
vious  question. 

Mr*  Gascoyne  seconded  that  motion,  and  added  that  it  was 
a  dangerous  and  useless  pra£Hce  to  vote  abstraA propositions: 
that  the  noble  Lord  admitted  the  vote  would  not  alter  the  law, 
why  then  should  the  House,  without  any  call,  pretend  to  de- 
clare it?  * 

luOvAJohn  Cavendish  said,  after  what  had  passed  the  other 
night,  nothing  could  be  more  reasonable  than  the  present  mo- 
tion*, what*the  construdtion  there  might  be,  though  he  had 
but  little  doubt^  but  as  the  House  had- declared  there  was  no' 
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doubt,  it  was  in  a  manner  necessary  to  avow  the  principle  upon 
which  they  had  determined  that  there  was  pone. 

The  previous  question  being .  put>  there  were  for  it  i  x8j 
against  ^46. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to 
.restrain  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies  and  provinces 
of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Hartley  against  the  bill,  as  beyond  measure  cruel  and 
oppressive.  rJe  observed  with  great  concern,  that  no  power 
was  vested  anv  where  to  suspend  the  operations  of  the  bill,  or 
to  abate  its  r\gour,  in  case  America  were  willing  to  agree  to 
certain  temporary  stipulations,  till  the  claims  of  one  country, 
and  the  rights  of  the  other,  could  be  fully  ascer^ined. 

Xtord  Isorth  made  a  short  reply,  that  it  did  not  seem  to  him 
necessary  that  such  a  power  should  b^  vested  in  the  King  and 
Council;  that  the  operations  of  the  bill  would  cease,  nay,  in^ 
deed  the  bill  itself  exist  or  not  exist,  at  the  option  of  the  Axni> 
ricans;  for  if  they  had  a  mind  to  seek  the  friendship  andpro- 
te£tion  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  a  reconciliation,  he  sin- 
cerely wished,  they  would  comply  with  the  conditions  of  the 
bill,  which  were  a  free  importation  and  exportation  to  and 
from  the  mother  country  as  usual. 

Sir  William  Mayne  declared,  he  did  not  mean  to  debate  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  aiidonly  differed  as  to  the  timing  of  it; 
that  he  was  not  in  any  respect  altered  in  his  sentiments,  as  to 
what  ought  to  be  the  conduft  of  this  country  towards  Ame- 
rica, but  only  wished,  that  whatever  measures  were  pursued, 
might  be  condu<Stfd  in  so  temperate  and  moderate  a  manner, 
as  to  induce  the  Americans  to  change  their  conduct  towards 
Great  Britain.  Pie  lamented  that  though  the  Boston  port 
bill  was  well  intended,  yet  ever  since  the  carrying  of  it  into 
execution,  things  had  gone  from  bad  to  worse  in  Artierlca ;  to 
the  degree,  that  at  this  moment  the  constitution  of  this  coun- 
try seemed  to  totter  on  its  very  basis;  that  amidst?  the  greatest 
provocation  this  country  ever  received,  he  wished  to  suspend 
the  uplifted  arm  of  power,  and  give  the  infatuated  Americans 
time  to  reflect  what  they  had  been  doing,  and  whither  their 
frenzy,  if  persisted  in,  must  carry  them;  that  entertaining 
these  sentiments,  he  could  not  give  his  affirmative  to  the  bill, 
especially  as  he  thought  it  would  rather  tend  to  irritate  than 
reconcile;  that  it  would  rather  tend  to  unite  in  one  common 
league,  than  to  disunite  the  people  of  America. 

Mr.  Rigby  prnounced  the  Americans  to  be  in  rebellion,  and 
thought  every  Englishman  ought  to  support  the  present  mea- 
sures. 
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svLTcSi  whicfi  were  intended  to  crush  that  rebellion;  but  be  the 
€vent  of  our  prejsent  disputes  wliat  it  might,  he  never  enters 
tained  a  second  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  that  he  should 
never  give  up  his  sentiments  upon  any  motive  of  a  remote 
view  of  the  consequences  ;  for  as  the  principles  on  which  the 
present  measure  was  taken  upj  appeared  to  him  to  be  right,  s«t 
upon  a  secondary  consideration,  he  was  resolved  never  to  der 
part  from  it.  He  then  entered  into  a  history  of  the  stamp  a£l ; 
said  it  was  the  work  of  a  great  minister,  and  attributed  all  ogr 
present  confusions  to  its  repeal. 

Marquis  of  Granhy.  I  rise  to  trouble  the  House  with  a  few 
words  on  the  bill  now  before  it.  I  have  sat.  Sir,  during  the 
<:ourse  of  two  divisions,  without -taking  any  part;  even  so 
much  asgivii^  a  silent  vote  on  any  American  questicm;  be^^ 
cause.  Sir,  as  I  will  fairly  confess  to  you,  I  entered  these  walh 
with  prejudices  against  the  system  administration  was  pm-su* 
in^;  I  thought  it  was  but  justice  to  hear  the  arguments  that 
might  be  urged  on  both  sides,  to  compare  those  arguments, 
and  draw  my  opinion  from  that  comparison.  As  to  the  bill, 
immediately  the  objeft  of  our  consideration,  I  think  it  in  every 
respeA  so  arbitrary,  so  oppressive,  and  so  totally  founded  on 
principles  of  resentment,  that  I  am  exceedingly  happy  ?.t 
having  this  public  opportunity  of  bearing  my  testimony  against 
it,  in  the  strongest  ma£nner  I  am  able.  In  God's  name,  what 
language  are  you  now  holding  out  to  America  ?  Resign  your 
property,  divest  yourselves  of  your  privileges  and  freedom, 
renounce  every  thing  that  can  make  life  comfortable,  or  we 
jwrill  destroy  your  commerce,  we  will  involve  your  country  in 
all  the  miseries  of  famine;  and  if  you  express  the  sensations 
of  men  at  such  harsh  treatment,  we  will  then  declare  you  in  a 
state  of  rebellion,  and  put  yourselves,  and  your  families,  to  fire 
and  sword.  And  yet,  Sir,  the  noble  lord  on  the  floor  [Lord 
North]  has  told  this  House,  that  a  reconciliation  is  the  sole 
bbjeft  of  his  wishes.  I  hope  the  no1>le  lord  Will  pardon  me, 
if  I  doubt  the  perfedl  sincerity  of  those  wishes:  at  least.  Sir. 
his  a£lions  justify  my  doubts;  for  every  circumstance  in  hW 
whole  condudl,  with  regard  to  America,  has  dire^y  militated 
against  his  present  professions:  and  what.  Sir,  must  the  Ame- 
ricans conclude?  Whilst  you  are  ravishhig  their  coasts,  and 
extirpating  their  commerce,  and  are  withheld  only  by  your 
impotence,  from  spreading  fresh  ruin,  by  the  sword,  can  they» 
Sir,  suppose  such  chastisement  is  intended  to  promote  a  recon* 
ciliation,  and  that  you  mean  to  restore  to  their  forlorn  country 
thosie  liberties  you  deny  to  their  present  possession ;  and  ia 
the  insolence  of  persecution  >  are  compassing  earth  and  seas  to 
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destroy.  You  can  with  nomore  justice  compel  the  Ameri^ 
c^uis  to  your  obedience,  by  the  operation  of  the  present  mea- 
sures, by  making  use  of  their  necessities,  and  withholding  from 
them  that  commerce  on  which  their  existence  depends,  than 
a  rufiSan  can  found  an  equitable  claim  to  my  possessions,  when 
he  forcibly  enters  my  house,  and  with  a  dagger  at  my  throat, 
or  a  pistol  at  my  breast,  makes  me  seal  deedTwhich  will  con- 
vey to  him  my  estate  and  property. 

[3fir.  Rigiy  having  declared  the  Americans  to  be  in  reMBon, 
Lord  Granbjf  in  answer ^  saidy  his  ideas  of  rebellion  nvere  teiallj 
different  from  Mr.  Rigbfs.  If  according  to  his  ideas  ofrebelBony 
toe  Americans  tvere  in  that  state,  he  should  be  as  warmly  their  tp^ 
fonent  as  he  was  now  their  friend  \  and  then  went  en,"] 

I  have  a  very  clear,  a  very  adequate  idea  of  rebellion,  at 
least  according  to  my  own  principles;  and  those  are  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  revolution  was  founded.  It  is  not  against 
whom  a  war  is  direAed,  but  it  is  the  justice  of  that  war  that 
does^  or  does  not,  constitute  rebellion.  If  the  innocent  part 
of  mankind  must  tamely  relinquish  their  freedom,  their  pro- 
perty, and  every  thing  they  hold  dear,  merely  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  rebellion,  I  beg.  Sir,  it  may  be  considered,  what 
kind  of  peace  and  loyalty  there  will  then  exist  in  the  world, 
which  consists  only  in  violence  and  rapine,  and  is  merely  to 
be  maintained  for  the  benefit  of  robbers  and  oppressors.  I 
hope,  Sir,  I  shall  be  believed  when  I  assure  you,  that  I  am  as 
Warm  a  friend  to  the  interest  of  my  country  as  any  man  in 
this  house;  but  then  it  must  be  understood  when  those  inter- 
ests are  founded  in  justice.  I  am  not  attached  to  any  particular 
acre  of  land;  the  farmer  in  Cumberland  or  Durham  is  as  little 
connected  with  me,  as  the  peasant  in  America :  It  is  not  the 
ground  a  man  stands  on  that  attiaches  me  to  him;  it  is  rfot  the 
air  he  breathes  that  eoiinc6i:s  me  with  him,  but  it  is  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  man,  those  independent,  those  generous  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  which,  he  professes,  co-opferating  with  my 
own,  which  calls  me  forth  as  his  advocate,^and  makes  me  glory 
in  being  considered  his  friend.  As  for  myself,  Sif ,  I  am  not 
in  the  least  ashamed  to  avow  that  my  attachment  is  to  a  noble 
lord,  who  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  very  unjustly  reflefted  on 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  (I  mean  Lord  Chatham);  I  am  not 
even  personally  acquainted  with  the  noble  lord,  I  do  not  know 
the  inconsistencies  of  which  he  stands  accused;  but  this.  Sir, 
I  know,  I  shall  not  support  his  inconsistencies,  I  shall  only 
support  him  in  those  principles  which  have  raised  his  name  to 
the  elevation  on  which  it  is  now  placed  in  this  country,  and. 
have  so  deservedly  procured  him  the  love  and  admiration  of 
his  fellow  citizens. 
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Sir^  I  shall  not  trouble  this  House  any  longer^  as  this  matter 
has  been  so  fully  discussed,  thougli  I  must  confess,  I  am  not ' 
sorry  a  debate  has  taken  place,  because  I  was  rather  desirous 
of  making  a  kihd  of  political  creeds  some  professions  of  my 
sentiments  on  this  very  important,  this  very  serious  national  . 
question. 

From  the  fallest'  conviction  of  my  soul,  I  disclaim  every 
idea  both  of  policy  and  right  internally  to  tax  America.  I 
disavow  the  whole  system.  It  is  commenced  in  iniquity ;  it 
is  pursued  with  resentment ;  and  it  can  terminate  in  nothing 
but  blood.  Under  whatsoever  shape  in  futurity  it  niay  be  re- 
vived, by  whomsoever  produced  and  supported,  it  shall,  from 
me,  meet  the  most  constant,  determined,  and  invariable  opj5o». 
sition. 

Lord  North  to  explain.  He  said  something  had  fallen 
from  a  respeftable  quarter,  [the  Marquis  of  Granby]  whicW 
as  he  thought  a  charge  direclly  against  his  honour,  he  would 
vidicate  himself  from  that  charge.  He  insistedj  that  the  re- 
solution of  the  20th  of  February,  and  the  present  bill,  were 
by  no  means  repugnant  or  contradidlory  to  each  other,  but» 
on  the  contrary,  were  perfeitiy  agreeable  and  consistent ;  for 
the  noble  lord  [the  Marquis  of  GranbyJ  co\ild  not  possibly 
believe  that  the  Americans  would  comply  with  the  terms 
of  the  resolution,  while  they  resisted  the  conditions  of  this 
bill,  which  were  no  more,  than  that  the  trade  betweea. 
both  countries  should  return  to  be  carried  on  in  its  usual 
manner,  that  of  a  free  exportation  and  importation.  He 
next  defended  the  measure  on  tlie  principles  of  retaliation  and 
necessity. 

Mr.  Aiditrm^n  Sawhridge  spoke  very  strongly  against  the 
bill,  observing,  as  it  originated  in  manifest  injustice,  so  it  in- 
flidled  a  punishment  to  the  last  degree  cruel  and  oppressive. 
He  added,  he  hoped  America  would  never  tamely  acquiesce. 
to  be  dragooned,  and  compelled  to  submit  to  terms  as  unjust^, 
as  the  power  which  dictated  them  was  obnoxious  to  the  natu<« 
ral  rights  of  mankind  in  general,  and  destruftive  of  those  they 
were  entitled  to  as  freemen  and  British  subjefls. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull.  1  shall  take  up  but  very  little  of  the 
time  of  the  House  5  I  will  only  mention  some  fafts  relating 
to  one  very  important  article,  because  it  has  been  the  occasion 
of  the  unhappy  disputes  with,  and  the  violent  prosecution  of, 
the  Americans.  I  mean  the  article  of  tea.  At  the  time 
the  East  Indi^  Company  had  in  contemplation  the  sending  a 
quantity  of  tea  to  different  parts  of  Europe  as  welb  as  to  Ame- 
rica^ and  to  apply  to  Parliament  for  an  aft  for  that  purpose, 

I  had 
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I  had  the  honour  to  be  called  upon  for.  my  opinion  of  the 
measure  by  a  very  respeAable  person  in  the  dire£Bon  of  the 
East  India  Company^  whose  naofie  I  am  ready  to  mention  if 
called  upon  by  the  House. 

My  opinion  then  was,  aild  I  still  think  it  not  ill-founded, 
that  the  scheme  was  so  extravagantly  wild,  that  it  was  impos- 
fdble  it  should  ever  be  carried  into  execution ;  but  if  it  could^ 
St  would  injure,  not  benefit,  the  company,  as  they  could  not 
send  their  tea  to  any  market  where  it  would  bring  so  good 
a  price  as  at  home*  Besides,  it  woi^ld  be  an  a£l  of  great  in- 
justice to  the  merchants  here,  who  have  always  been  used  to 
buy  for  exportation  at  their  sales.  As  to  sending  tea  to  Ame- 
rica, firckm  a  knowledge  of  their  disposition,  the  gentleman  was 
informed  they  would  not  receive  it ;  they  would  look  upon 
it  as  sent  there,  not  to  serve  them  but  to  ensnare  them ;  they 
would  be  exceedingly  irritated  i  they  would  most  certainly  de-, 
stroy  it. 

'  An  obje£tion  was,  however,  raised,  What  must  the  com- 
pany do  with  their  great  load  of  tea  ?  "  and  how  were  they  to 
raise  the  money  they  were  so  much  distressed  for  ?'*  It  was 
recommended  to  him  to  propose  to  the  court  of  directors 
immediately  to  give  out  their  declaration  for  two  sales,  the 
one  in  March,  the  other  in  September,  and  to  put  up  their 
whole  stock  in  hand  ;  each  sale,  on  a  moderate  computation, 
^ould  produce  about  twelve  hundred  thousand  pounds  ;  and, 
as  they  would  be  in  cash  for  the  first  of  them  in  about  five 
months,  they,  the  company,  perhaps  might  not  be  under  the 
necessity  of  borrowing  the  fourteen  hundred  thousand  pounds 
they  then  wanted.  The  quantity  of  tea  at  that  time  in  the 
con^pany's  hands  was  said  to  be  sufficient  for  six  years  con« 
sitoiption,  and  tliat  great  part  of  it  was  rotting  in  their  ware- 
houses. The  real  faft,  however,  was  this :  the  company 
then  had  sixteen  millions  and  a  half  pounds  weight,  not  any 
of  which  had  been  in  their  warehouses  more  than  a  year  and  a 
half,  and  the  greater  part  was  of  the  last  year's  importation  j 
none  of  it  had  suffered  by  keeping.  The  consumption,  on 
the  average  of  the  preceding  five  years,  was  eight  millions 
per  annum  ;  so  that  the  company  had  in  their  warehouses  a 
quantity  sufficient  only  for  two  years,  and  not  six  years  con- 
sumption. 

If  these  sales  had  taken  place,  the  price  of  bohea  tea, 

the  principal  sort  in  demand  for  exportation,  would  have 

^  been  reduced  four  pence  or  five  pence  per  lb.  viz.  from  two 

shillings  and  one  penny,  the  price  it  had  sold  for,  to  about 

twenty  pence  per  lb.  Which  probably  might  have  encreased 

the 
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the  demand  for  exportation  and  home  consumption  together, 
even  to  twelve  millions  per  arin.  I  am  of  this  opinion.  Sir, 
because  the  four  foreign  East  India  Companies^  viz.  the 
Dutch,  Danes,  French  and  Swedes,  annually  import  more 
than  eight  millions,  although  it  is  well  knoMvti  they  do  not 
themselves  consume  near  half  that  quantity ;  the  remaining 
four  or  five  millions  they  constantly  import  for  the  sole  pur- 
pose of  smuggling  it  into  England,  ocotland,  Ireland,  and 
America.  Tlie  quantity  that  we  have 'exported  on  the 
average  of  the  before-mentioned  five  years,  has  been  about 
-one  million  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  ;  but  thi§  would 
be  greatly  increased,  the  price  being  only  twenty  pence,  froin 
which  is  to  be  deducted,  for  the  drawback,  five  per  cent, 
which  reduces  it  to  fifteen  pence  on' board  ;  and  if  we  add  to 
this  even  the  fatal  American  three  pence,  it  will  be  only 
eighteen  pence  ;  this  price  might  perhaps  Ivave  induced  the 
Americans,  as  before,  to  receive  the  tea  from  the  merchants, 
though  not  from  the  company,  and  it  would  at  once  have  put 
«n  end  to,  all  imuggling,  for  neither  the  Dutch  or  any  other 
company  would  think  it  worth  their  while  to  send  tea  to 
America,  to  be  sold  under  eighteen  pence  per  ib. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  any  observations  on  these 
fa£b-;  but  I  own  I  cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  the  tea 
was  sent  to  Boston  to  raise  money  for  the  company,  to  get  rid 
of  their  load  of  tea,  or  to  prevent  smuggling,  because  each  of 
those  salutary  ends  might  have  been  answered  without  in- 
justice, or  oflfence  to  any  individual. 

The  purpose  for  which  the  tea  was  sent  to  America, 
.  and  the  consequence,  are  evident  now  to  every  man's  un- 
derstanding. 

For  these  reasons,  amongst  others  very  forcible  and  im- 
portant, which  have  been  mentioned  in  this  House,  I  hither- 
to have,  and  shall  continue,  to  the  utmost  in  my  power,  to 
support  the  Americans,  thus  injured  and  oppressed  by  the 
cruel  and  vindictive  measures  of  an  administration,  whose 

whole  conduft  breathes  the  spirit  of persecution  and 

popery. 

Sir  John  Dutitzf.  The  Americans  had  by  their  open  vio- 
lence and  repeated  aft3  of  disobedience,  forfeited  the  good- 
will and  protection  of  this  country  5  and  that  it  therefore  be- 
came necessary  for  us  to  retaliate,  in  order  to  bring  them  back 
to  a  proper  sense  of  their  duty  and  dependence. 
•  General  Conway^  condemned  the  bill  in  very  explicit  terms. 
He  said,  to  be  consistent,  the  House  should  either  rescind  the 
resolution  pr6poscd  by  the  noble  lord  [Lord  North]  on  the 
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loth  of  February,  or  suspend  any  further  proceedings  on  tlie 
present  hill,  till  the  effecl:  and  event  of  that  proposition  were 
known,  otherwise  we  might  possibly  be  infliAing  the  most 
severe  punishment  on  people  who  were  at  the  same  instant 
afting  m  the  striAest  conformity  to  what  was  solcnmly  laid 
down  by  this  House  as  the  great  rule  by  which  their  duty  and 
obedience  were  to  be  regulated.  He  concluded  his  speech 
with  lamenting,  in  the  most  moving  terms,  the  unhappj 
'divided  state  of  bgth  countries,  and  expressmg  his  fears  of  the 
dreadful  consequences  which  must  follow,  should  the  sword 
be  once  drawn,  and  the  whole  Empire  convulsed  with  all  the 
horrors  of  a  civil  war. 

Mr.  Rigby  said,  the  Americans  would  not  fight.  They 
would  never  oppose  General  Gage  with  force  of  arms. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  was  strongly  for  passing  the  bill,  an4 
read  part  of  a  letter,  [General  Conway's]  when  he  was  ser 
cretary  .of  state,  in  confirmation  of  Mr.  Rigby's  sentimenti^ 
{Seepage  4162 

.  General  Conway  in  reply,  that  the  argument  jol  the.  Hoiv 
Gentleman  went  too  far,  as  it  suposed  that  present  measures 
should  be  determined  on  former  circumstances^  which,  if 
applicable,  at  all,  combated  the  conclusion  he  was  desirous  of 
drawing  from  circumstances  which  existed  so  many  years. 

Right  Hon.  T,  To*wnshend  observed,  that  the  noble  lord, 
[Lord  North]  and  his  friends  and  advisers,  first  created  the 
necessity,  and  then  defend  the  measure  upon  that  very 
ground ;  that  is,  says  he,  if  e  do  a  thing  we  should  not  have 
done,  our  first  essay  being  imperfeftj  and  not  to  be  executed 
'upon  the  plan  we  first  formed,  it  then  becomes  necessary  we 
should  do  something  else,  if  possible,  more  imjust  than  the 
fof  mer ;  so  tliat,  on  the  whole,  we  endeavour  to  carry  into 
execution  one  a£t  of  injustice  by  exercising  another,  thus  be- 
come necessary  to  give  it  effeft. 

The  question  was  put,  that  the  bill  do  pass.     . 

The  House  divided.     Ayes,  192.     Noes.  46. 

jiprif  6. 

Adjourned  the  petitions  on  controverted  eleftions  till  next 
session. 

The  House  in  -  committee  on  the  clothiers  petition  of 
Witney,  and  a  witness  being  examined,  touching  the  in- 
creased price  of  rape  seed,  and  the  consequent  advance  in  the 
price  of  oil  used  in  the  woollen  manufafture.  He  said,  though 
the  price  was  advanced,  the  quantity  of  seed  raised  was  not 
increased ;  that  rape  seed  was  mostly  grown  in  Yorkshire  ; 
that  great  quantities  were  raised  in  Ireland^  but  that  there 

was 
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was  such  aheaVy  duty  paid  on  the  importation  of  it  into  this 
kingdom,  that' we  were  obliged  to  import  it  from  lioUand, 
and  the  Austrian  Netherlands  i  but  if  the  duty  on  Irish  rape 
seed  was  taken  off,  it  would  considerably  lower  the  price.  He 
said,  the  Value  of  oil  consumed,  as  a  substitute  for  tallow,  as 
well  as  every  other  use,  in  London  only,  amounted  to  the  an* 
anal  sum  01  300,0001. 

*  Sir  George  Macartttey  moved,  that  all  duties  now  payaUe 
on  rape  seed/  imported  into  this  kingdom  from  Ireland,  do 
cease.    The  resolution  agreed  to.  ' 

jipril  J. 
Private  business — In  Committee  to  consider  of  a  reward  for 
the  discovery  of  a  Northern  passage  from  Europe  to  the  West 
and  Southern  ocean  of  America,  and  to  such  persons  as  shall 
penetrate  to  the  North  Pole. 
.  Adjourned  to  April  10. 

jiprit  10. 
The  order  of  the  day  to  go  into  a  committee  on  the  foil!  fot 
Incapacitating  188  voters  of  llindon. 

Mr.  Harris  professed  his  good  dispositions  towards  the  bill, 
but  doubted  the  propriety  of  going  into  a  committee  before 
the  material  parts,  such  as  the  preamble,  &c.  were  first  prov- 
eid  in  a  course  of  parliamentary  enquiry  and  examination.    He 
believed,  he  said,  that  bribery  had  been  committed,  and  he 
supposed  that  the  persons  meant  «to  be  incapacitated,  were 
guilty  of  the  offences  laid  to  their  charge ;  but  as  the  bill  was 
manifestly  a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  the  House  could  nei- 
ther determine  on  belief  qp  supposition,  but  when  it  was  pro-^ 
ceeding  to  ini9iA  a  punishment,  so  severe  in  its  nature,  and 
extensive  in  its  operations,  it  required  the  most  clear,  con- 
vincing, and  relative  proofs  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution, 
as  well  as  that  the  parties  who  were  accused,  and  were  to  be 
involved  in  such  punishment,  should  be  fairly  and  dispas- 
sionately heard  in  their  own  defence.     He  was  therefore  of 
opinion,  that  the  supposed  fafts  on  which  the  present  criminal 
prosecution  was  founded,  should  be  proved  before  the  House 
went  into  a  co^lmittJ^,  because  that  stage  of  the  bill  always 
presumed  the  fadls  on  which  it  was  founded  had  been  previ- 
ously proved. 

Mr  Byng  observed^tbat the  proposition  made  by  the  Hon. 
Gentleman  was  tQt^ly*  irregular,  and  against  the  known 
forms  of  the  House ;  that  the  bill  had  been  read  a  second  time 
and  stood  committed  ;  and  that  therefore  the  order  of  com« 
mitment  must  be  first  complied  with  before  any  objedlionable 
matter  whatever  which  is  contained  could  be  regularly  de- 
bate^. 


430  PARLIAMENTARY  A.  1775. 

Mr.  Atotney  General  insisted,  that  the  gentleman,  who  first 
fpi^e^  W^s  perfeeUy  within  order  \  that  the  bill  was  clearly  a 
bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  and  as  such,  required  evidence- 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  accusations  which  created  the  sup^ 
posed  delinquency ;  that  it  was  unknown  in  this  history  of 
rarliamei^,  in  the  usage  of  the  coiuts  of  Westminster-Hall,^ 
in  any  judicial  criminal  process  whatever,  and  the  immutable 
Uws  of  substantial  justice,  to  condemn  persons  on  donbtfbl 
and  uiKertain  evidence,  much  less  upon  no  proof  whatever ; 
and  that  therefore,  pursuing  the  idea  of  his  honourable  friend 
a  little  further,  he  should  be  against  the  question  proposed, 
being  of  opinion  that  the  Speaker  ought  not  to  leave  the  chair. 

Mir.  Byng  complained  of  the  very  disagreeable  situation  he 
and  the  rest  of  the  gentlemen  who  served  on  the  select  com- 
mittee, and  who  drew  up^  the  report,  stood  in.  ^e  stated  the 
difficulties  they  had  all  along  to  encounter  with,  and  lament- 
ed the  unhappy  diversity  of  opinions  that  prevailed  among  the 
professed  friends  of  the  bill ;  but  he  was  now  glad,  he  said, 
'  that  the  mask  had  been  partly  drawn  aside ;  and  that  the 
single  question  came  to  be,  whether  the  bill,  clear  of  every 
Secondary  consideration,  should,  or  should  not,  be  totally 
defeated  in  this  stage.  He  then  reminded  the  friends  of  Mr, 
Grenville's  bill  of  their  duty,  and  called  for  their  support, 
as  it  was  demonstratively  evident  that  the  present  attempt  was 
ultimately  directed  at  that  modern  Palladium  of  the  sacred  right 
of  election.  He  said,  tired  out,  teazed,  and  thwarted  as  he 
and  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  same  way  of  thinking  were,  he 
was  glad  that  their  opponents  offisrcd  to  meet  them  on  fair  and 
open  ground  \  and  no  longer  continued  to  harass  them  with 
difficulties  and  objections,  as  numerous  as  they  were  ill- 
founded  ;  that  the  House  would  on  the  occasion  be  composed 
of  only  two  descriptions  of  men,  such  as  were  professed  foes  to 
corruption,  and  ,were  determined  to  endeavour  all  in  their 
power  to  cxtei*min;ite  it  with  spirit  and  resolution ;  and  those 
who^  as  favour^ie  to  their  power  and  importance,  were  re- 
solved at  all  events  to  uphold  it,  and  screen  the  delinquents. 
In  answer  to  Mr.  Attorney  General's  objeftions,  that  the 
present  proceeding's  were  without  precedent  in  the  "annals  of 
Parliament,  he  desired  that  the  journals  of  March  1728 
n>ight  be  read.  ^  This  being  complied  with,  tl-iey  appeared  to 
furnish  a  precedent  full  in  point,  which  ♦tts  the  report  firom 
the  chairman  [Mr.  Oglethorpe]  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inspedl  the  state  of  the  Fleet  prison,  when,  without  any 
other  evidence,  but  what  the  committee  furnished  the  liouse, 
ordered  in  ^  bill,  for  depriving  the  warden  of  his  place,  and 

for 
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for  punishing -him  s^id  several  other  persons  therein  men- 
tioned. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  replied,  and  allowed,  that  the  prec^ent 
was  in  point  \  but  said  that  mode  of  proceeding  was  contrary 
to  every  idea  of  legal  proceeding  whatever. 

Mr.  Fox  was  warm  against  the  bill/ and  severe  upon  the- 
committee.  He  said,  it  had  beep  objetS^ed  to  him,  that  he 
had  on  a  former  night  gone  out  of  the  House,  and  spoke  to  a 
witness  who  was  going  to  \^  exan>ined.  He  owned  he  did» 
and  was  proud  of  the  imputation,  thinking  it  his  duty  as 
counsel  for  the  culprit  to  do  so. 

Mr.  JS^/ig-  replied,  though  judees  were  supposed  to  be 
counsel  for  the  culpipits  brought  Defore  them  for  trial,  he 
confessed  he  was  ignorant  till  now,  that  it  was  part  of  their 
duty  to  come  off  the  bench,  in  order  to  instniA  persons 
charged  with  criminal  offences  to  make  their  defence ;  and. 
prompt  them  with  the  answers  they  were  to  give  on  exami^ 
nation. 

Sir  Cecil  Wray.  Though  he  approved  of  the  second  part 
of  the  bill,  viz.  the  introduAion  of  the  freeholders  of  the 
county  as  an  amelioration  of  the  constitution  of  the  borough^ 
yet  he  opposed  the  bill,  as  founded  on  injustice ;  the  greatest 
culprits  being  suffered  to  escape,  and  the  indignation  of  the . 
House  directed  only  against  those  whose  situation  in  life  ren- 
dered them  more  easily  liable  to  the  temptation  of  a  bribe. 

The  Speaker  then  left  the  chair,  and  the  House  went  into 
a  committee  on  the  bill ;  previous  to  which  Mr.  Fox  present- 
ed a  petition  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nairne,  one  of  the  persons 
proposed  to  be  incapacitated.  This  produced  another  con- 
versation, relative  to  the  hearing  of  counsel,  &c.  At  lengthy 
the  counsel  being  called  to  the  bar,  Mr.  Thomas  Dimdas, 
chairman  of  the  committee,  asked  them,  who  they  were 
.  counsel  for  ?  the  mode  of  proceeding  took  up  a  considerable 
time :  it  was  at  length  agreed,  that  the  several  names  in  the 
bill  should  be  called  over  \  and  that  the  counsel  should  point 
out  those  for  whom  they  were  retained.  This  being  complied 
with,  Messrs.  Bearcroft,  Phipps  and  Macdonald,  were  seve- 
rally heard,  as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  Francis  Meed  one 
of  the  persons  named  in  the  hill,  to  be  a  competent  witness* 
The  counsel  were  then  ordered  to^ithdraw,  ^d  Mr.  Byog 
moved,  that  Frances  Meed  be  now  called  in. 

'Mr.  Attorney  General  opposed  this  very  strongly  upon  5©^ 
veral  grounds.      Fir^t,  he  insisted,^  that  Meed  was  not  % 
competent  witness,  because/ as  he  was  involved  in  the  gene- 
ral (jHarge,  he  should  not  be  brought  to  give  evidence  to,, 

^  convift 
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conviA  himself.  Secondly,  though  that  objeAion  were  re- 
moved, his  testimony  was  neither  admissible  nor  creditable, 
for  his  evidence  going  to  prove  bribery  against  his  brother 
eleAors,  it  would  narrow  the  right  of  voting  in  the  boroughf 
and  consequently  inhance  his  franchise,  because  that  right 
would  be  confined  to  a  fewer  number.  Thirdly,  it  was  CQig^ 
trary  to  every  rule  'of  judicial  proceeding  in  the  coQits  te* 
low,  to  admit  the  evidence  of  a  parttceps  critmnit^  a$  ^ncD  as 
those  of  substantial  justice  \  because,  take  the.  aJtoiaative,  a 
witness  thus  circumstanced  must  have  an  interest,  either  to 
excuse  himself,  or  accuse  othefs.  And  that,  on  the  whole, 
as  the  present  proceeding  was  in  the  nature  of  an  mdiAment, 
to  be  rollowed  by  pains  and  penalties,  it  was  never  yet  heard 
in  Westminster-hall,  or  elsewhere,  that  any  one  person  in- 
duded  in  an  indiftment,  was  permitted  to  give  evidence  against 
his  accomplices,  as  long  as  he  might  be  supposed  to  have  a 
positive  and  immediate  interest  in  convifting  them. 

Sir  Richard  Sutton  contended,  that  the  learned  gentleman's 
reasoning  did  not  apply,  even  though  he  were  allowed  the  full 
benefit  of  the  most  strift  legal  interpretation ;  because  the 
crime  of  bribery,  in  no  case  whatever,  can  be  supposed  to  ex- 
tend further  than  the  person  bribed ;  his  bribery  being  not 
connefted  with  any  man's,  nor  any  man's  with  his.  The 
whole  1 88  were  bribed,  it  was  true,  but  every  man  but  him- 
self, or  any  given  number  of  them,  might  be  convifted,  and 
not  affedt  him  ;  and  in  like  manner  with  all  the  rest.  So  it 
was  in  every  criminal  prosecution  whatever,  where  the  proof 
against  one  man  did  not  reach  ^notherj  which  could'  never 
happen  in  the  present  case.  For  instance,  says  he,  suppose  one. 
man  indicTfced  in  Kent  for  a  robbery,  and  another  in  Essex ; 
will  any  man,  in  the  least  acquainted-  with  the  course  of  legal 
proceedings,  pretend  to  say  that  either  of  these  would  not  be  a 
competent  and  r.dmissible  witness  against  the  other  ? 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  agreed,  that  competency  and  credibi- 
Uty  were  things,  though  frequently  attached  to  the  same  sub- 
jeft,  totally  distindi:  and  separate  in  their  natures  \  it  is  your 
business,  says  he,  therefore  to  call  the  witness  in,  and  examine 
him  ;  but  it  is  the  province  of  tlie  House  to  judge,  from  the 
particular  circumstances  under  which  he  comes  before  you, 
whether  he  be  »  credible  \wtness.  As  for  his  competency,  I 
hav^  not  a  single  doubt  on  my  mind  that  his  testimony  is  ad- 
missible. He  observed,  that  from  the  nature  and  magnitude 
of  the  offence,  and  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  substantial 
justice  in  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  although  the  precise  forms 
of  legal  process,  adopted  by  the  courts  in  Westminster-hall, 
#  would 


A.  1775.  DEBATES*^  433 

would  not  literally  justify  the  examination  of  the  witness,  yet 
It  would  be  better  to  dispense  with  them  on  this  occasion,  than 
permit  such  notoriops  offenders  to  escape.  If  any  part  of  the 
.  House  still  retain  a  doubt,  says  he,  the  obstacle  may  be  easily 
removed^  by  either  striking  Meed's  name  out  of  the  bill,  or,  if 
t^at  IS  thought  irregular,  to  read  the  names  over  which  pre- 
cede his,  postpone  them,  and  then  erase  his  name,  which  will 
substantially  correspond  with  the  usual  methods  observed  by 
the  dispensers  of  criminal  justice,  when  they  admit  a  parttceps 
crimtnisy  an  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  crown. 

Sir  George  Hay  replied  to  the  general  position,  insisted  otk 
so  strenuously  on  the  other  side,  that  the  legal  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, and  immutable  laws  of  substantial  justice,  forbid,  that 
an  accomplice  or  a  parttceps  criminis  should  be  permitted  or 
obliged  to  give  any  testimony  which  might  tend  to  excuse  or 
convidl  himself,  or  affe^l*  others  in  this  manner.  I  allow,  says 
the  learned  gentleman,  that  the  rule,  as  generally  laid  down,  is 
a  fundamental  maxim  for  regulating  the  admission  of  evidence; 
but  I  know  likewise,  that  it  admits  of  many  exceptions,  one  of 
which  frequently  happens  in  the  court  in  which  I  have  the  ho- 
nous  to  preside,  assisted  by  tlie  common  law  judges,  that  is, 
when  substantial  justice  is  to  be  obtained,  and  no  other  evidence 
can  be  procured  to  affeft  it,  we  admit  one  of  the  parties  ac- 
cused, though  under  the  predicament  so  much  relied  on  in  the 
present  dsbate,  that  of  being  indicted  for  the  same  crime,  not, 
as  in  the  present  case,  for  the  same  species  of  offence  only. 
For  this  reason,  as  well  as  the  utter  impossibility  of  reaching 
the* offenders,  I  would  by  no  means  adhere  too  scrupulously 
to  ineflficient  forms,  which  were  designed  to  obtain  justice  and 
proteft  the  innocent,  not  screen  offenders  ;  and  as  we  are  be- 
sides warranted  by  the  most  rigid  and  formal  mode  of  judicial 
proceedings,  I  would  tlierefore  adopt  the  mode  proposed  by  my 
learned  friend  early  iri  the  debate,  by  putting  the  question  of 
postponing  on  each  name  separately,  till  we  get  to  Meed's,  and 
then  erase  that  out  of  the  bill  of  indiftment,  or  whatever  else 
you  please  to  call  it,  which  will  obviate  at  onc^  all  the  objec- 
tions so  .much  relied  on  by  the  opposers  of  this  just  and  well- 
founded  prosecution. 

Mr.  H,  Dundasy  solicitor  general  for  Scotland,  replied  very 
warmly  to  the  general  reasoning  employed  by  the  friends  of 
the  bill.  He  contended  it  was  as  repugnant  to  every  rule  of 
legal  proceeding  and  mode  of  judicial  process,  civil  or  criminal, 
to  permit  a  person  to  give  testimony  in'  any  matter  in  which 
he  was  materially  interested  in  the  event,  as  it  was  palpably  . 
contradiftory  to  common  sense,  and  to  every  idea  of  equity 
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and  justice.  The  learned' gentleman  who  spoke  last,  says  her, 
^eems  to  think  that  justice  ought  to  be  sacrificed  to  obf  ain 
justice ;  but  for  my  part,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  fifty  ofibnders 
should  be  suffered  to  escape  sooner  than  one  innocent  person 
should  be  punished ;  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  before  any 
of  the  supposed  culprits  sKould  be  condemned  babrc  they  are 
legally  convifted.  ,  But  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  the  evi- 
dence applied  to  this  or  that  particular  man,  or  description  of 
men ;  is  there  a  man  in  this  House,  at  all  conversant  in  cri- 
minal law,  who  will  ventm'e  to  assert,  that  because  one  has> 
bribed,  another  has  aftcd  as  agent,  a  third  has  received  a  bribe; 
is  there  one  member  present^  I  say,  who  will  contend  that 
those  different  charges  should  be  consolidated,  and  made  to 
apply  specifically  and  generally  against  every  individual  com- 
prised in  the  bill?  If  the  accusation  before  us  means  any 
thing,  or  bears  any  analogy  whatever  to  the  proceedings  in 
the  courts  below,  the  charge  must  be  a  charge  similar  to  a  con- 
spiracy. Sure,  then,  however  zealous  the  promoters  of  this 
bill  may  be  to  carry  a  favourite  point,  they  will  hardly  venture 
•  to  maintain  so  absurd  a  position :  it  will  not  be  contended, 
that  any  conceit  or  previous  communication  has  been  proved. 
Does  not  the  very  argument  on  the  other  side,  which  says,  that 
iio  particular  proof  reaches  further  than  the  individual  to 
whom  it  applies,  evince  the  direft  contrary  ?  If,  then,  no 
charge  of  conspiracy  can  be  supported,  how  is  it  possible  you 
can  convift  i88  persons  in  the  lump,  upon  a  general  accusa- 
tion, which  on  the  very  face  of  it  applies  to  all  of  them,  or  ap- 
plies to  none  ?  - 

Lord  North  said,  he  was  inclined  to  support  the  firs^part  of 
the  bill,  respe<Sling  incapacitation ;  but  he  by  no  means  ap- 
proved of  tlie  mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution,  or  the  testi- 
mony on  which  the  bill  proceeded ;  nor  did  he  approve  of  the 
clause  for  converting  the  right  of  voting  into  a  freehold,  which, 
when  it  properly  came  before  him,  he  was  determined  to  op- 
pose. His  lordship  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  nature  of 
the  evidence  meant  to  be  given  in  support  of  the  bill,  and  after 
condemning  it  very  fully,  observed,  that  the  modd  proposed 
by  the  two  learned  gentlemen  was  totally  imprafticable  in  any 
stage,  but  much  more  so  in  a  conmiittee ;  for  beginning  with 
the  names  alphabetically,  the  House  would  be  obliged  to 
dispose  of  all  those,  till  they  came  to  the  letter  M  ;^  and 
of  all  the  names  in  that  letter,  till  they  came  to  the  name  of 
Meed,  none  of  which  the  House  could  in  a  committee  post- 
pone, but  would  be  obliged  to  either  retain  or^ejeft,  without 
any  proof  whatever.    For  those  reasons,  he  recommended  to 

the 
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tlfie  gentlemen  who  w^e  friends  to  the  bill,  to  withdraw  it  for 
this  session ;  or  if  that  were  not  agreeable  to  them,  to  drop  the 
present  bill  and  frame  another,  leaving  out  the  name  of  Meed^ 
or  any  other  person,  whose  testimony  might  l?c  necessary  to 
convift  the  rest;  nor  did  he  see  any  kind  of  material  difficulty 
or  delay  it  would  occasion,  for  he  knew  nothing  to  prevent  3 
similar  bill,  clear  of  the  objedlions  stated  against  the  present, 
being  drawn  up,  and  presented  within  24  hours. 

CoU  Barre,  though  a  friend  to  the  bill,  acceded  to  this  prcf- 
posal,  because  he  disapproved  of  the  mode  of  proceeding. 

Lord  John.  Cavendish^  though  a  friend  to  the  bill,  acceded 
to  the  proposal,  because  he  disapproved  of  omitting  the  can-- 
didates. 

Sir  George  Tonge  accepted  the  proposal ;  but  observed  it  the 
same  time,  that  the  force  of  opposition,  abetted  openly  by  ad- 
ministration, was  not  direfted  so  much  against  the  bill  in  ques- 
tion, as  against  Mr.  Grenvillc's  aft,  to  which  this  was  a  sup- 
plement. 

Lord  North  disclaimed  all  such  sinister  intentions.  He  said, 
he  had  opposed  Mr.  Grenville's  bill  openly,  and  never  under- 
hand ;  that  that  bill  had  its  own  jurisdiftion,  that  of  deciding 
who  should  have  scats  in  that  House,  which  he  should  never 
undermine  or  attempt  to  take  away,  while  it  continued  part  of 
the  law  of  the  land ;  that  the  present  was  a  matter  clearly  antl 
distinftly  appertaining  to  the  House^  on  which  the  House  itself 
were  the  only  judges ;  and  that  he  was  sure  the  person  who 
was  the  author  of  the  bill,  niever  meant  that  the  House  was  to 
be  direfted  in  criminal  prosecutions,  and  on  bills  of  pains  and 
penalties,  by  the  reports  of  its  committees.  He  moved.  That 
the  chairman  do  now  leave  the  chair. 

The  Speaker  took, the  chair,  and  a  new  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  in. 

April  II.  * 

Lord  North  moved.  That  the  House  do  resolve  itself  into 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  on  the  27th  instant,  to  con- 
sider of  the  encouragement  proper  to  be  given  tp  the  fisheries 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  He  introduced  his  motion  with 
disclaiming  any  motives  of  resentment  against  America,  by 
the  present  measure,  or  meamng  it  either  direftly  or  indireftly 
to  oppress  that  country.  He  said,  that  fisheries,  well  cpn-* 
dufted  and  properly  direfted,  were  an  inexhaustible  fund  of 
riches;  for  while  they  extended  our  commerce,  and  kept 
open  a  continual  advantageous  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tionS|  they  inaeased  our  naval  strength,  and  were  consequently 
.  .    %  Ff  2  the 
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the  great  source  of  that  power,  which  gave  us  the  pre-emi- 
nence over  all  the  other  nations  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Burke  thanked  his  lordship  for  the  friendly  disposition 
he  had  now  shewn  towards  his  [Mr.  Burke's]  native  country ; 
observing  at  the  same  time,  that  howcVer  desirous  he  might 
be  to  promote  any  schieme  for  the  advantage  of  Ireland,  he 
would  be  much  better  pleased  that  the  benefits  thus  held  out 
should  never  be  realised,  than  that  Ireland  sho.uld  profit  at  the 
"  txpence  of  a  country  which  was,  if  possible,  more  oppressed 
than  herself. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshend  condemned,  in  the  most  pointed 
terms,  the  narrow,  weak,  and  ill-founded  policy- which  had 
direfted  the  English  councils  in  respeft  to  Ireland,  ever  sincfe 
that  country  had  become  a  part  of  the  British  dominions  ; 
and  recommended  very  warmly  an  enquiry  into  the  state  of 
Irish  commerce  and  manufadhures,  in  order  that  such  of  them 
as  did  not  immediately  interfere  with  those  of  Great  Britain, 
might  receive  every  possible  encouragement  consistent  with 
the  general  interests  of  the  whole  empire. 

Mr.  Comlly  drew  a  very  melancholy  pidhire  of  the  present 
state  of  Ireland,  and  recapitulated  many  instances  of  the  emi- 
nent loyalty  of  that  country,  and  of  the  repeated  proofs  she 
had  given,  for  a  series  of  years  back,  of  her  readiness  to  con- 
tribute, much  beyond  her  ability,  to  the  common  support. 
Besides  the  merits  she  had  to  plead  on  these  grounds,  he 
pointed  out  the  absurdity  of  several  of  the  restraints  laid 
upon  the  Irish  commerce;  and  endeavoured  to  shew  that 
some  of  those  were  as  unkind  as  impolitic ;  and  tliat  there 
were  some  branches  of  trade,  particularly  that  to  the  Levant, 
which  might  be  laid  open,  much  to  the  advantage  of  both 
countries,  and  to  the  complete  rivalship  of  the  French. 

Mr.  Burke  rose  a  second  time,  and  predidled  the  most  happy 
conclusion  from  the  dawning  favourable  disposition  of  the 
minister.  He  therefore  offered  an  amendment,  by  proposing 
to  insert  the  words  trade  and  commerce. 

Lord  North  observed,  that  the  amendment  suggested  by 
the  honourable  gentleman,  would  introduce  a  mass  of  matter, 
much  too  weighty  and  extensive  for  present  consideration ; 
that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  intended  by  the  present  motion ; 
■  and,  that  it  arose  purely  from  matter  which  came  out  in  the 
course  of  a  discussion  on  the  Massachuset's  bay  fishery  bill, 
though  he  could  assure  the  House,  that  it  was  by  no  means 
didlated  by  a  spirit  of  resentment,  but  was  simply  taken  up 
on  the  mere  independent  idea  which  the  motion  expressed, 

that 
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that  of  encouraging  the  fisheries  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land^  as  an  independent  proposition.  Tiiis  motion  was 
agreed  to-  -  . 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee  to  take  into  consi- 
deration that  part  of  a  bill  of  the  13th  of  his  present  Majesty, 
whicli  contains;  a  clause  for  obliging  the  East  India  company. 
to  export,  to  a  certain  amount,  goods  and  mercliandizej  o£- 
the  growth,  produce,  and  manufaiStures  of  this  country. 

'  Mr.  Cowper  observed,  that  such  another  bill  had  been 
brought  in,  in  the  year  1 768^  which  expired  at  the  end  of 
five  years,  in  1773  ;  that  it  was  then  revived  for  two  years 
longer,  which  was  now  nearly  expiring ;  that  therefore  he 
would  move  the  committee,  that  the  same  might  be  continued 
for  a  limited  time,  which  he  meant  to  be  three  years  longer,- 
till  the  expiration  of  the  charter. 

The  arguments  chiefly  insisted  on  by  the  friends  of  the 
motion,  were,  that  the  exclusive  trade  granted  to  the  East 
India  Company,  was  a  pionopoly,  for  which  the  exportation  of 
our  own  manufaftures  was  no  more  than  a  reasonable  return  ; 
that  as  great  quantities  of  the  manufadhires  brought  from  In- 
dia were  worn  in  England,  it  could  be  deemed  no  hardship  to 
compel  the  company  to  export  some  of  ours  by  way  of  equi- 
valent ;  and  that  the  bill  was  not  a  new  one,  but  had  passed 
in  1768,  on  the  fullest  information,  and  had  been  formed  on 
the  plan  of  a  bill  of  the  same  nature,  passed  so  early  as  the 
year  1681 ;  the  principle  being  the  same,  though  the  amount 
of  the  value  of  the  commodities  to  be  exported,  had  been  con- 
siderably increased,  yet  not  beyond  the  proportion  between 
the  trade  carried  on  with  that  country  at  the  first  and  last 
mentioned  periods. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  among  other  reasons,  that  the  obli- 
gation laid  on  the  company  was  in  faft  become  a  tax ;  because, 
in  the  article  of  woollen  cloths  in  particular,  the  greater  part 
of  the  export  was  an  aftual  loss,  as  the  extreme  heat  of  the 
climate  destroyed  them,  and  rendered  them  unfit  for  sale,  if 
not  disposed  of  within  1 2  or  18  months  5  that  the  evil  was 
not  barely  confined  to  the  loss,  but  it  likerwise  brought  the 
commodity  into  disrepute,  as  no  person  would  be  a  second 
time  a  purchaser  of  rotten  cloth  ;  and  that  of  course,  it  gave 
the  French  an  opportunity  of  rivalling  us  in  India,  as  well  as 
they  had  long  since  done  in  Turkey. 

Lord  North,  Mr.  Cowper,  and  Mr.  Jenkinson,  spoke  for 
the  motion ;  Mr.  Burke,  Governor  Johnstone,  and  Mr.  J^ 
Johnstone  against  it. 

.   The  House  divided.     For  the  motion  j^-^-against  it  .9. 

Ff3  Sir 
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Sir  Cecil  Wray  rqxjrtcd  from  the  committee,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  review  and  consider  the  several  laws  which  concern 
the  relief  and  settlement  of  the  poor,  and  the  laws  relating  to 
vagrants,  and  also  the  state  of  the  several  houses  of  correAion, 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England  5  and  to  re- 
port the  same,  with  thdr  opinion  thereupon,  from  time  to' 
time,  to  the  House  j  that  the  committee  had  come  to  several 
resolutions,  which  they  had  directed  him  to  report  to  the 
House ;  and  he  read  the  report  in  his  place,  and  afterwards 
delivered  it  in  at  the  table,  where  the  same  were  read,  and 
are  as  followeth,  viz. 
Resolved^ 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  the  poor,  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England^ 
are  defeftive,  and  the  good  purposes  intended  by  them  in 
many  respefts  prevented. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  present 
;nethod  of  regulating  such  poor,  in  separate  parishes  and 
townships,  is,  in  general,  ineffefhial,  for  their  proper  relief 
and  cmpioyment- 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  money 
raised  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  is  a  grievous,  and  if  no  ne\T 
regulations  are  made,  will  be  an  increasing  burthen  upon  the 
public. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  a  considerable 
part  of  such  monev  is  expended  in  supporting  litigations  con- 
cerning settlements. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  emplov- 
ing  of  the  infant  and  able  poor,  in  such  works  as  mav  be 
suited  to  their  strength  and  capacity,  will  be  very  beneficial 
to  this  kingdom. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  if  the  disputes 
about  settlements  and  removals  of  the  poor  between  one  pa- 
rish or  place  and  another,  in  the  same  county,  could  be  pre- 
vented, the  great  expences  attending  such  litigations  would  be 
saved,  the  poor  would  have  an  easier  access  to  places  where 
they  might  find  em[>loyment,  and  would  avoid  the  cruel  and 
severe  treatment  which  they  frequently  receive  from  the  con- 
tending pari$hes  during  such  contest. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  if  the  poor 
were  to  be  maintained  and  employed  at  on?  general  county 
expence,  those  disputes  would  in  a  great  measure  be  avoided, 
the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  statute  made  in  the  43  d  year 
of  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  would  be  promoted,  and 
the  regulations  and  provisions  therein  contained  better  ix^ 
forced. 
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That  it  is  the  opinion  or  this  committee,  that  the  establish- 
ing proper  houses  and  buildings,  at  such  places  in  each  county, 
^  shall  be  best  situated  for  the  reception,  accommodation,  and 
employment  of  the  several  foor  and  disorderly  persons  pro- 
per to  be  sent  thither,  and  fof  the  convenience  of  their  being 
duly  inspeded  and  attended  to,  will  be  the  most  easy  and  cf- 
fef^uil.  method  for  relieving  the  impotent,  and  employing  the 
able,  poor.  ' 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  care  should 
be  taken,  in  the  providing  and  establishing  of  such  houses  and 
buildings,  for  properly  classing  and  employirig  the  several  per^ 
sons  admitted  thef ein  ;  for  which  purpose,  and  in  order  to  the 
establishing  a  system  of  good  regulations,  it  may  -be  proper  to 
inspect  the  several  bye  laws,  rules,^  regulations,  and  ordinances, 
constituted  in  the  several  houses  of  industry  and  public  work- 
houses established  under  special  a£ls  of  Parliament  within  this 
kingdom. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  for  the  better 
government  of  the  said  houses,  and  carrying  the  intended  re- 
gulations into  execution,  every  person  having  an  estate  of  looL 
per  annunif  in  England^  and  60I.  per  nmium^  m  Wales,  shall  be  . 
a  governor  of  die*  poor,  for  the  county  wherein  he  resides, 
provided  such  estate,  or  one  hatf  thereof,  shall  lie  in  such 
county  5  and  that  there  shall  be  one  general  meeting  of  the 
governors  for  such  county,  on.  a  day  and  place  to  be  fixed ;  at 
•which  meeting  they  shail:  determine'  the  places  where  the 
buildings  before  described  shall  be  eredled,  and  also  what  pa- 
rishes shall  return  their  rates  and  accounts,  and  have  their 
correspondence  and  transaAions  with  each  of  such  houses, 
according  to  their  situation  and  vicinity,  as  near  as  conveni- 
ently may  be ;  which  houses  and  parishes  shall  be  distinguished 
by  the  name  of  the  first,  second,  &c.  district ;  and  that  there 
shall  be  one  annual  general  meeting  of  the  governors,  at  each 
of  the  said  houses,  on  some  certain  day  to  be  fixed  ^  and  also 
one.montWy  meeting  of  the  said  governors,  at  the  same  place, 
in  the  first  week  in  every  month,  on  a  certain  day  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  them  ^  and  that  such  governors  may,  at  their  aa- 
nuai  meeting,  ele&,  from  time  to  time,  fi^ich  other  persons  re- 
siding in  such  county,  and  having  estates  of  such  value  in  the 
dominions  of  Great  Britain j  as  they  shall  think  fit  to  be  go- 
vernors, provided  the  numbers  so  eleAed  shall  not  exceed,  at 
any  one  time,  a  certain  number  to  be  limited  for  each  county, 
which  number  shall,  at  such  first  general. meeting  of  the  go- 
vernors at  large^  be  distributed  between,  the  several  houses 
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then  to  be  fixed  upcm,  as  they  shall  think  &»  and  ele£lion 
made  accordingly.  - 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committeej  that-^e  governors 
shally  at  their  annual  meeting)  appoint  so  many  persons,  to  be 
guardians  of  the  poory  for  the  several  parishes,  townships,  and 
places,  belonging  to  each  house,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  hav- 
mg  estates  of  25I.  per  annunty  or  occupying  lands,  &c.  of  50I. 
per  annum,  within  such  county ;  but  no  person  shall  a£t  as 
giiardian,  within  any  parish,  township,  or  place,  whilst  he  shall 
be  church  warden  or  overseer  of  the  poor  for  the  same. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  there  shall  be 
a  treasurer  and  clerk,  and  also  a  master  and  a  matron,  appoint- 
ed by  the  said  governors,  for  each  of  the  said  houses,  at  the 
first  meeting  of  the  governors  after  the  said^  houses  shall  be  fit 
for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  and  proper  salaries  allowed  to 
each  of  them. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  poor  per- 
sons, being  lame,  impotent,  old,  or  blind,  who  are  unable  to 
work,  or  who  cannot  maintain  themselves  by  their  labour,  but 
stand  in  need  of  relief,  shall  be  sent  from  the  respedUve  pa- 
rishes and  places  where  they  reside,  to  the  said  houses,  and 
there  accommodated  with  every  thing  suited  to  their  several 
necessities  and  occasions ;  and  such  of  them  who  shall  be  able 
to  work,  employed  in  labour  suited  to  their  strength  and  ca- 
paqity. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  orderly 
and  industrious  poor,  who,  from  accidental  sickness,  infirmi- 
ties, or  other  unavoidable  causes,  shall  be  rendered  unable  to 
maintam  themselves  and  their  families  by  their  labour,  may 
have  temporary  relief  from  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  within 
the  several  parishes  or  places  where  such  poor  reside,  with  the 
approbation  of  two  or  more  of  the  said  guardians,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  be  most  suitable  to  their  necessities. 

That  it  is  the"  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  such  of  the 
infant  poor,  under  the  age  of  four  years,  who  have  lost  their 
parents,  or  whose  parents  arc  unable  to  maintain  them,  and 
shall  be  willing  to  part  with  them,  may,  by  the  diredtion  of 
two  or  more  of  the  said  guardians,  be  put  out  to  nurse  in 
that  or  some  neighbour ing  parish,  until  they  shall  be  fit  to  re- 
ceive instruftion ;  and  from  that  time  shall  be  sent  to  the 
house  to  which  such  parish  or  place  shall  belong,  to  be  in- 
stru<Sled  in  all  necessary  duties,  and  employed  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  most  suitable  to  their  age  and  capacities^ 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  such  of  the 
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infant  poor,  above  the  age  of  four  years,  who  have  lost  their 
parents,  or  whose  parents  are  unable  to  maintain  than,  may^ 
by  the  direftion  of  two  or  more  of  the  said  guardians,  be  sent 
to  the  house  to  which  such  parish  or  place  shall  belong,  to  be 
instni^ed  in  all  necessary  duties,  and  employed  as  aforesaid.; 

That  it  is'  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  each  of  such 
children  respectively,  when  of  proper  age  to  be  placed  out  ap- 
prentice, or  to  service,  shall  be  so  placed  out  by  the  governors; 
but  if,  at  any  time,  their  parents  shall  apply  to  the  governori, 
to  have  their  children  returned  before  so  placed  out,  and  k  ' 
shall  be  made  appear  to  such  governors  that  the  parents  ate 
able  to  maintain  them,  the  governors  shall  order  them  to  be 
returned. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  overseers 
of  the  poor  shall,  in  the  last  week  in  every  month,  send  to  tbie 
treasurer  of  the  house  to  which  their  parish  or  place,  belongi,  • 
according  to  the  regulations  aforesaid,  a  true  account  of  all  ex- 
pences  incurred  relative  to  the  poor  within  such  parish  or 
place,  for  the  four  weeks  next  preceding  the  week  in  which 
such  accounts  shall  be  sent,  after  the  same  respectively  shall 
have  been  produced  to  two  or  more  of  the  said  guardians,  and 
allowed  by  them.   - 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  treasurer 
and  clerk  shall  make  an  accqunt  of  all  receipts  and  payments 
within  each  month,  to.be  laid  before  the  governors  at  their 
monthly  meetings,  and  shall  also  make,  and  lay  before  the 
governors,  at  such  meetings,  abstrafts  of  the  expehces  incur*- 
red  within  the  several  parishes  by  such  reliefer  provisions 
aforesaid ;  pointing  out  the  particular  objeft  of  such  ex- 
pcnces,  for  the  better  observation  and  consideration  of  such 
governors.  * 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  govemortr 
at  their  monthly  meetings,  shall  inspedl  and  examine  all  such 
accounts ;  and  if  they  find  cause  to  suspe£l  that  there  hat 
been  mismanagement,  or  any  improper  behaviour  thereuif 
they  may  order  the  persons  concerned  in  such  transactions  to 
appear  before  them  at  their  next  monthly  meeting,  provided 
the  place  where  such  matter  arises  shall  not  be  more  than  ten 
miles  from  such  house,  and  then  and  there  enquire  into  the 
same  upon  oath,  and  make  such  order  and  regulation  therein 
as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable  ^  if  the  place  shall 
exceed  that  distance,  the  said  governors  may  grant  an  order 
for  the  person  so  concerned  to  attend  some  neighbouring 
justice  of  the  peace,  at  such  time  and  place  as  he  shall  appoint, 
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inrhich  s&ail  be  notified  to  the  persons  so  concerned^  and  soch 
justice  shall  in  like  manner  enquire  into  the  same^  and  make 
Klich  order  ind  regulation  therein  as  to  him  shall  seem  fit. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  for  carrying 
ihc  several  purposes  aforesaid  into  execution,  assessments  shall 
be  made,  by  order  of  th^  justices  at  their  general  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  peace,  upon  every  parish,  towmship,  and  place, 
within  each  county,  according  to  the  proportion  of  money 
raised  within  such  parishes  and  places  respe^vely,  and  ap- 
plied on  account  of  the  poor,  upon  a  medium  of  the  several ' 
preceding  years ;  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  sums  so  raised 
to  be  particularly  direAed. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  accounts 
finom  each  of  such  houses  shall  be  made  up  quarterly,  and  laid 
before  the  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  wherein  such 
houses  are  situate,  at  their  general  quarter  sessions  of  the  peace, 
who  shall  inspe6t  the  same,  and  make  orders  for  the  sum^to 
be. raised  within  the  succeeding  quarter. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  ho  parish, 
townships  or  place,  shall  be  compelled  to  contribute  more,  in 
any  one  year,  than  such  average  sum* 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  if  it  shall  be 

^  made  appear  to  the  justices,  at  their  court  of  general  quarter 

sessions  of  the  peace,  that  a  redudlion  may  be  made  in  the 

said  several  assessments,  and  that  such  average  sum  for  any 

parish,  township,  or  place,  exceeds  four  shillings  in  the  pound, 

of  the  annual  value  of  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments, 

within  such  parish,  township,  *  or  place,  upon  a  fair  valuation 

thereof  made  by  persons  to  be  appointed  by  such  justices,  at 

•  the  expence  of  such  parish,  township,  or  place ;  then,  and  in 

that  case,  such  court  of  quarter  sessions  shall,  in  all  their  orders 

tfor  the  future  assessments,  consider  the  average  sum,  for  such 

^parish  township,  or  place,  at  one-fifth  part  of  the  annual  value 

»of  such  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  so  to  be  ascer- 

•tained  as  aforessfid,  instead  of  the  average  sum  so  first  settled. 

That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  each  riding  in 
the  county  of  T^ork^  and  division  of  the  county  of  Lincoln^  and 
each  distri^Sl,  city,  town,  or  place,  where  more  parishes  than 
one  are  incorporated  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  by  special  afts 
of  Parliament,  shall,  with  respccl  to  all  the  purposes  of  these 
intended  regulations,  be  considered  as  distinct  counties.   * 

That  it  is  the  ojMuion  of  this  committee,  that  these  regula- 
tions shall  not  take  efFe<5l  in  any  county,  until  ordered  by  two 
parts  in  three  of  the  persons  qualified  as  aforesaid  to  be  gover- 
nors, assembled  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  for  that  purpose,  after 

two 
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two  months  notice  thereof  given  in  the  public  newspapers  cir* 
ciliated  in  that  county,  and  signed  by  at  least  fifteen  persons 
so  qualified. 

April  12. 

Lord  North  delivered  to  die  House,  by  his  Majesty's  com- 
mand, the  following  message : 
GeorgeR. 

"  His  Majesty  desirous  that  a  better  and  more  suitable  ac- 
commodation should  be  made  for  the  residence  of  the  Queen, 
in  case  she  should  survive  his  Majesty,  and  being  willing  that 
the  palace  in  which,  his  Majesty  now  resides,  lately  known  by 
the  name  of  Buckingham4iouse,now  called  the  Queen's-house, 
may  be  settled  for  that  purpose,  iti  lieu  of  Somerset  house,  re- 
commends it  to  his  faithful  Commons,  to  take  the  same  into 
their  consideration ;  and  to  make  provision  for  settling  the  said 
palace  upon  her  Majesty;  and  appropriating  Somerset-House 
to  such  uses  as  shall  be  round  most  beneficial  to  the  public/' 

Resolved,  nerntne  contradicentey  that  his  Majesty's  message 
be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  26th. 

The  bill  for  incapacitating  the  Hindon  Voters  was  present- 
ed, read  a  first  time,  and  after  a  short  debate,  whether  the 
candidates  who  gave  the  bribes  should  not  be  included  in  the 
bill,  which  passed  in  the  negative  without  a  division,  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  second  time  on  the  26th. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  committee  of  supply,  and  came 
into  the  foUowiilg  resolutionsj  which  were  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported to-morrow. 

Resolved,  that  it  is  the  "opinion  of  this  committee,  that  a 
sum  not  exceeding  262,537!.  7s.  lod.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty 
for  extraordinary  expences  of  the  army,  for  the  service  of  the 
year  1774,  and  not  provided  for  by  Parliament. 

To  almost  every  article  in  this  estimate  Sir  William  Mayne 
obje6led,  either  on  account  of  the  manner  of  remitting  money 
to  Boston,  which  he  contended  might  be  sent  by  a  man  of 
war,  by  which  a  saving  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  would  be 
made  on  the  sum  of  92,000!.  which  monstrous  sum  had  been 
incurred  under  the  head  of  extraordinaries  at  Boston  alone  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year.  The  other  items  he  particularly 
adverted  to,  in  the  same  account,  were  i  lool.  charged  on  a 
contraft  to  Anthony  Bacon,,  Esq-  for  negroes  in  the  ceded 
islands;  4000I.  to  the  same  gentleman  in  another  place; 
I  i,oool.  paid  for  extraordinaries  incurred  in  Scotland ;  3,400!. 
in  one  article,  for  oatmeal  for  the  use  of  the  troops  there ; 
y  ijoool.  to  Mr.  Adair,  the  surgeon,  and  others,  for  several 
articles  furnished  to  the  army,  with  a  variety  of  other  items 

of 
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of  a  similar  nature.  Lord  North  and  Mr.  Cooper  endeavoured 
to  explain  the  propriety  of  the  present  mode  of  remitting 
money  to  General  Gage,  and  the  contrails  relative  to  the  ne- 
groes, and.  the  providing  the  troops  in  America  with  provi- 
sions. Lord  Barrington  defended  those  respefUng  the  ex- 
traordinaries  incurred  in  Scotland  for  medicines,  to  surgeons* 
mates,  &c.  ^  but  it  was  plain  their  answers  were  by  no  means 
satisfa<Slory ;  and  that  the  accounts  in  general  were  very  loosely 
drawn  up,  without  referring  to  proper  vouchers,  and  totally 
deficient  in  point  of  specification. 

Sir  William  manifested  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 
subjed,  and  convinced  administration,  that  in  future  it  will 
behove  them  to  come  better  prepared  to  explain  and  obviate 
any  oT^jecUons  which  may  be  made  to  their  method  of  stating 
the  public  accounts,  respefting  monies  not  granted  by  estimate, 
but  expending  at  their  discretion,  on  services  of  which  the 
House  must  remain  ignorant,  till  accompanied  by  the  proper 
specifications,  and  necessary  references.  The  committee  also 
came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

That  3000I.  be  granted  to  the  trustees  of  the  British  Mu- 
seum. ^  _ 

That  5000I.  be  granted  to  the  Turkey  company. 
That  4346I.  I  OS.  5d.  be  granted  for  the  civil  establishment 
of  Nova  Scotia. 

That  30  861.  be  granted  for  the  civil  establishment  of 
Georgia. 

That  4590I.  be  granted  for  the  civil  establishment  of  East 
Florida. 

That  545  ol.  be  granted  for  the  civil  establishment  of  West 
Florida. 

That  1885I.  4s.  be  granted  for  expences  attending  general 
surveys  in  North  America,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1 775. 

And  1,250,0001.  for  paying  off  Exchequer  bills,,  made  out 
pursuant  to  an  a£l  of  the  last  session. 

The  said  resolutions  ordered  to  be  reported  to-morrow. 
The  House  then  went  into  a  committee  of  ways  and  means 
for  making  good  the  sup;My  granted  to  his  Majesty,  and  came 
to  the  following  resolution  ; 

Resolved,  That  it  appears  to  this  committee,  that  the  sum 
of  895>686l.  13s.  io:id.  remaining  in  the  Exchequer  on,  the 
5th  of  April  I77S>  for  the  disposition  of  Parliament  of  the 
produce  of  the  overplus  monies  arising  out  of  the  fimd,  com- 
monly called  the  sinking  fund,  be  granted  to  make  good  the 
supply  granted  to  his  Majesty. 

Apiil 
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April  13. 

The  preceding  resolutions  reported  to,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 
.    Adjourned  to  the  25th. 

April  2^. 
Private  business. 

April  26, 

Lord  North  acquainted  the  House,  that  his  Majesty  had 
commanded  him  to  inform  the  House,  that,  if  the  Hous^  of 
Commons  shall  think  proper  to  make  provision  for  settling^ 
the  palace,  mentioned  in  his  Majesty's  message,  in  lieu  of  So- 
merset-House, on  the  Queen,  in  case  she  shall  survive  his  Ma- 
jesty, his  Majesty  is  willing,  that,  after  the  determination  of 
such  settlement,  the  said  palace  shall  be  annexed  to,  and  vested 
in,  the  crown  of  Great  Britain.  ' 

Ordered,  That  what  the  Lord  North  has  now  acquainted 
the  House  with,  from  his  Majesty,  be  referred  to  the  consi* 
deration  of  a  committee.  ^ 

Then  the  House  resplved  itself  into  the  said  committee  i 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  Speaker  resumed  the 
chair  5  and  Sir  Charles  Whitworth  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee, that  they  had  come  to  several  resolutions,  which  they 
had  direfted  him  to  report,  and  are  as  foUoweth,  viz. 

That  the  palace  in  which  his  Majesty  now  resides,  lately 
known  by  the  name  of  Buckingham-House,  and  now  called 
The  Queen's  House,  be  settled  on  the  Queen,  in  lieu  of  Sp- 
merset-House,  in  case  she  shall  survive  his  Majesty. 

That,  from  and  after  the  determination  of  such  settlement, 
the  said  palace  be  annexed  to,  and  vested  in,  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain. 

That  the  palace  of  Somerset-House,  which,  by  an  aft  made 
in  the  second  year  of  his  present  Majesty's  reign,  was  settled 
upon  the  Queen,  be  vested  in  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, for  the   purpose  of  predling  and  establishing  certain  . 
public  offices. 

General  Fitzroy  (Vice  Chamberlain  to  the  Queen)  acquaint- 
ed the  House,  that  her  Majesty  gives  her  consent,  that  the 
Il[ouse  may  make  such  provision,  for  settling  Buckingham- 
House,  now  called  The  Queen's  House,  on  her  Majesty,  ip 
lieu  of  Somerset-House,  as  they  sliall  think  proper. 

Then  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

New  bill  for  incapacitating  the  Hindon  voters,  read  a  second 
time  and  committed. 

•Bill 
6 
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Bill  for  erefting  a  House  of  industry  in  Norfolk,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

April  17. 

The  order  of  the  day,  to  consider  of  what  encouragement 
it  may  be  proper  to  give  to  the  fisheries  carried  on  £rom  Great 
Britam  and  Ireland.  Previous  to  the  House  resolving  itself 
into  a  committee,  Lord  North  observed,  that  when  the  present 
proposition  was  first  moved,  he  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
and  explained  himself  so  at  the  time,  that  the  only  objeft 
meant  to  be  considered  was,  the  fishery  alone  5  but  since  that 
time  application  had  been  made,  and  it  had  been  thought  rea- 
sonable, that  as  several  regjiments  serving  in  the  West  Indies, 
North  America,  and  his  Majesty's  Governments  of  Gilvaltar 
and  Minorca,  were  paid  by  that  kingdom,  and  by  the  law  as  it 
now  stood,  no  cloathing,  &c.  could  be  sent  from  thence,  to 
allow  such  cloathing,  &c.  to  be  sent,  under  certain  restrictions, 
diredlly  from  Ireland.  His  lordship  next  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  the  linen  being  the  staple  manufaChire  pf  Ireland,  and  it 
being  dreaded,  that  the  American  non-importation  agreement 
might  cut  that  country  off  from  the  annual  supplies  of  flax- 
seed from  North  America,  though,  for  his  own  part,  he  had 
no  reason  to  think  so,  as  he  imagined  such  an  unnatural  com- 
bination, from  the  very  nature  of  it,  must  shortly  be  dissolved ; 
he  begged  leave  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House, 
considering  the  immediate  urgent  circumstances  wliich  now 
presented  themselves,  if  it  would  not  be  proper  to  grant  a 
small  bounty  on  the  importation  of  flax-seed  into  Ireland  for 
a  limited  time.  He  said  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  seeming  od- 
dity of  such  a  proposal,  and  of  the  jealousies  and  alarms  such  a 
measure  might  probably  'occasion  j  but  when  the  motives 
tvhich  induced  him  were  properly  considered,  and  that  no 
fraud  could  be  carried  into  execution ;  doubted  not  but  the 
House  would  immediately  subscribe  to  their  propriety.  He 
assured  the  House  before  he  sat  down,  that  the  indulgence 
given  to  export  the  cloathing  for  the  troops  should  be  carefully 
guarded ;  and,  that  as  to  the  boimties  paid  on  the  importation 
of  flax-seed  into  Ireland,  there  could  be  no  fraud,  because  the 
parliament  of  that  kingdom  had  already  granted  a  similar 
bounty,  which  usually  amounted  on  an  average  to  7,500].  per 
annum ;  therefore,  the  certificates  in  one  instance,  would  be 
vouchers  to  the  British  Parliament,  to  prevent  even  the  sus- 
picion of  fraud  or  imposition  of  any  kind  whatever.  His 
lordship  then  moved  the  two  following  instruAions. 

Ordered,  "  That  it  be  an  instrudHon  to  said  committee,  that 
.^ey  do  consider  of  allowing  the  cloathing  and  accoutrements 

x^ecessary 


A.  i77jr.    *         DEBATES.  447 

necessary  for  his  Majesty's  forces,  which  are  to  be  paid  out  of 
any  of  his  Majesty's  revenues  arising  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland^ 
and  are  sent  from  thence  upon  his  Majesty's  service,  to  be  ex- 
ported from  Ireland,  jLo  the  places  were  such  forces  shall  be  so 
ordered  to  serve." 

Ordered^  "  That  it  be  an  injstruftion  to  said  committee,  that 
they  do  consider  of  what  encouragement  it  may  be  proper  tp 
give,  to  promote  the  importation  of  flax-seed  into  Ireland  for  a 
limited  time."  « 

The  House  went  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House  upon 
the  encouragement  of  the  British  fisheries,  when  Liord  North 
moved  the  following  resolutions  :. 

Resolved,  That.it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
following  bounties  should  be  paid ;  that  is  to  say,  40I.  for  2g 
vessels  of  the  burthen  of  50  tons  and  upwards,  that  shall  first 
arrive  firom  Newfoundland  with  a  cargo  of  bank  fish,  and  not 
less  than  10,000  in  tale;,  and  disposing  of  the  same,  shall  catch 
a  second  cargo  of  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  20I.  per  vessel,  for  100  vessels  that  shall 
next  arrive  as  before-mentioned,  be  paid. 
. .  Resolved,  That  lol.  a  vessel,  for  the  next  100  yessels  that  • 
arrive  as  above-mentioned,  shall  be  paid.    ^ 

[Upon  this  he  remarked,  that  the  design  of  it  was  to  encou* 
rage  the  going  out  early  enough  to  make  two  voyages  a  year, 
which  was  very  prafticable.  He  observed,  that  there  could 
not  be  a  doubt  but  it  would  be  infinitely  for  the  advantage  of 
this  country,  to  make  Newfoundland  as  much  as  possible  an 
English  island,  rather  than  an  American  colcmy  \  that  seden* 
tary  fisheries  ought  to  be  discouraged,  and  the  bank  ship  fishery 
encouraged,  which  was  the  great  nursery  of  seamen  j  that  the 
experiment  was  not  an  expensive  one,  as  the  whole  demand 
cou)d  not  exceed  4000I.  a  sum  not  great  enough  to  alarm  any 
one.] 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
following  bounties  shall  be  paid  :  500I.  to  the  ship  that  shall 
bring  home  the  greatest  quantity  of  oil,  being  the  oil  of  not 
less  than  one  whale,  caught  in  seas  to  the  South  of  the  Green- 
land and  Davis's  Streights  fisheries  ;  400I.  to  the  fisrt  that 
shall  bring  home  the  next  greatest  quantity ;  300I.  to  the  next 
greatest  quantity,  and  200I.  to  the  next  greatest  quantity. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinioh.ofth&  committee,  that  the 
duties  on  the  import  of  oil,  blubber,  bone,  &c.  from  New- 
foundland, &c.  shall  cease  and  determine. 

[He  explained  this  point  by  observing,  that  while  these  im- 
ports firona  C^-eenland  were  Allowed  duty-free,  the  same  from 

NewfouocQand, 
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Newfoundland,  &c.  were  charged  with  a  dutjr ;  an  ab5urdit7 
he  was  till  lately  ignorant  of.] 

Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  thb  Committee,  that  the  du- 
ties at  present  payable  on  the  importation  of  seal  skins  shall 
cease  and  determine. 

[liOrd  North  said,  that  it  appeared  from  Mr.  Ust^s  exa- 
mination, that  many  more  seal  skins  would  be  imported,  (Se^ 
fage  295)  were  it  not  for  a  duty  of  about  fourpence-halfpenny 
each  which  they  paid  at  present ;  it  was  therefore  thought 
fight  to  exonerate  them  from  that  charge.] 

Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committer,  th?.t  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  subje6ls  of  Ireland  to  export  provisions, 
hooks^  lines,  nets,  tools  and  implements  for  the  purpose  of  the 
fishery. 

[He  remarked,  that  the  Irish  being  tied  from  these  exports 
at  present,  was  in  cffeft  excluding  them  from  the  fishery.  He 
however  observed,  that  this  resolution  must  be  followed  with 
limitations,  in  order  to  prevent  a  clandestine  supply  of  the  co- 
lonies with  Irish  manufadhires.] 

Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  it  shall 
be  lawjRil  to  export  from  Ireland  cloaths  and  accoutrements 
for  such  regiments  on  the  Irish  establishment  as  arc  employed 
abroad.  , 

[His  lordship  repfiarked  on  this  resolution,  that  as  the  Irish 
were  burthened  with  the  expence  of  several  regiments  serving 
elsewhere,  which  they  were  ill  able  to  bear,  he  thought  it  but 
fair  to  allow  them  to  export  the  cloathing  and  accoutrements 
of  such  regiments,  which  at  present  they  could  not  do  by  law; 
that  the  export  must  be  guarded  very  carefully  against  frauds* 
which  would  not  be  difficult,  as  the  cloaths  would  consist  only 
of  uniforms.] 

Resolved,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  a  bounty 
of  5  s.  a  barrel  should  be  paid  on  the  import  to  Ireland  of  flax- 
seed, from  any  place  whatsoever. 

[Upon  this  resolution  Lord  North  said  that  he  had  framed 
it  much  more  in  obedience  to  the  desires  and  apprehensions 
of  others  than  in  consequence  of  any  he  had  himself.  But  as 
some  gentlemen  were  apprehensive  that  the  non-exportatioa 
agreements  of  the  colonies  would  be  lasting,  and  have  the  ef- 
fedl  of  doing  a  great  prejudice  to  Ireland,  by  with-holding  flax- 
seed ;  and  as  it  was  found  that  the  seed  raised  in  Ireland  was 
not  so  good  as  that  imported  from  abroad,  he  had  in  com- 
pliance of  these  ideas  come  into  the  present  proposition.  That 
his  own  opinion  was  direftly  contrary.  He  was  clear,  that 
engagements  so  very  contrary  to  their  interests,  coi^ld  never  be 
lasting  i  however,  for  a  limited  tijne,  he  agreed  to  the  bounty.] 
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These  resolutions  were  all  agreed  to  without  opposition. 
The  other  order  of  the  day  being  read^  for  the  House  to  re- 
solve itself  into  a  committ^  on  the  bill  for  incapacitating  cer- 
iain  eleftors  in  the  borough  of  Hindon,  Counsel  for  the 
several  persons  whose  names  were  included  in  said  bills  were 
called  in,  and  asked  for  what  persons  they  were  retained ;  and 
it  appearing  tliat  one  of  the  petitions,  subscribed  by  131  per- 
sonS)  had  not  been  referred,  and  a  doubt  arising,  in  what  maA-* 
Rer  that  informality  could  be  remedied,  Sir  George  Savile  ex- 
patiated on  the  great  hardship  there  would  be  in  condemning 
so  many  persons  unheard,  on  a  mere  omission,  proceeding 
from  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  petitioners.  It  was  there- 
fore agreed,  that  the  chairman  should  report  some  progress^ 
and  move  for  leave  to  sit  again ;  which  being  complied  with, 
the  petition  was  received  by  the  House,  and  regularly  referred 
to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Thomas  Duridas  moyed,  that  enquiry  wght  be  made,  if 
Thomas  Spencer  a^^id  Johp  Becket,  witnesses,  ordered  to  attend 
the  committee,  were  in  the  lobby,  and  no  such  persons  being 
to  be  found,  he  moved.  That  Thomas  Howell,  one  of  the  pe- 
titionei^  against  the  bill,  might  be  called  in  ;  and  the  witness 
having  qontradiAed  himself  in  the  course  of  his  examination, 
relative -to  tiome  expressions  he  had  let  fall,  that  if  Francis 
Meed,  Biuiimoned  in  suppost  of  the  bill,  would  absent  himself 
^m  hifi  attendance  on  the  ^ouse,  Thomas  Spencer  and  John 
Becket  would  do  so  likewise,  the  standing  order  of  .the  House 
^fra(B,re^  to  him,  which  denounces  the  displeasure  and  punish- 
ment of  .the  House  for  givuig  false  evidence  or  prevaricating ; 
but  this  not  having  the  proper  eiFefl,  Mr.  Solicitor  General 
moved,  that  Thomas  Howqll  haying  grossly  prevaricated  in 
4;iying  evidence  before  the  committee,  be  for  his  ^aid  offence 
xpmmitted  to  Newgate.     Mt.  SolicitcMr  bein^  doubtful  in  what 
manper  regularly  to  proceed,  wished  to  pQstpone  his  motion 
hSU  the  Speaker  should  resume  the  chair ;  but  Mr.  Dunning 
.prgii^  the  necessity  of  immediately  punishing  the  delinquent^ 
#6. an, example  to  the  other  witnesses,  in  the  course  of  their 
:^tlW, Proceedings,  and  suggesting  that  the  obstacle  of  the 
^•Houte*  being  ma  committee  might  be  easily  removed,  by  the 
.Mc^iairaiaa  reporting  some  progress,  and  desiring  .leave  to  sit 
Jigain/thf  expedient  was  adopted,  and  Howell  immediatdjy 
«MfiBH»imdTto  ^Newgate. 

Wiffiwp  gl^ic^s  and  Henry  Chant  were  severally  called  in 

sMKltep^fliiiyid*  relative  totheirbeing  in  company  with  Spen* 

j9ir.j^<t>SQ^k^t)^e. preceding  evening  at  the  Star  and  Garter, 

^if^^^shmA^        Aeiriring  of  the  Howc.j  jwd  having  in 
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the  course  of  their  examination  contradiftcd  each  other,  tbej 
were  confronted,  and  in  the  course  of  their  second  examina- 
tion having  varied  almost  throughout  from  the  matter  first 
given  in  evidence,  after  an  examination  of  fiill  three  hours, 
Mr.  Solicitor  General  moved,  in  the  like  terms  for  their  com- 
mitment to  the  Gate-house.  He  was  again  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dunning ;  and,  as  on  the  former  occasion,  Mr.  Speaker  was 
direfted  to  make  cnjt  warrants  for  their  commitment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Dundnsy  it  being  now  past  twelve  o'clock,  mov- 
cd,  that  the  chairman  do  report  to  the  House,  that  Thomas 
Spencer  and  John  Beckct,  two  of  the  persons  ordered  to  at- 
tend the  s&id  committee,  had  not  attended,  &c.  but  purposely 
kept  out  of  the  way ;  and  the  Speaker  having  finally  resumed 
the  chair,  and  acquainted  the  House  with  the  said  resolution 
of  the  committee,  Mr.  Dundas  then  moved  the  House,  that 
Mr.  Speaker  do  issue  his  warrant,  that  the  said  Spencer  and 
Becket,  for  their  said  absence  and  contempt  of  the  orders  erf" 
the  House,  be  sent  for  in.  the  custody  of  the  Serjeant  of  Anns. 

April  28. 
Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds 
be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  as  and  for  the  money  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  the  Queen's  House,  and  m  rendering  the  same 
convenient  for  a  royal  palace,  and  in  consideration  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's palace  of  Somerset  House  being  converted,  and  applied 
for  the  future,  to  the  purpose  of  holding  and  keeping  therein 
certain  public  ofiices. 

A  bill  ordered-  to  be  brought  in  to  settle  the  Queen's  House, 
heretofore  called  Buckingh^  House,  on  the  Queen. 
Adjourned  to  May  i. 

May  T. 
A  Petition  of  James  Layman  and  William  Stone,  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  others,  proprietors  of  the  Antigallican  pri- 
vaf  e  sliip  of  war,  was  presented  by  Mr.  Alderman  Sawbridge, 
and  read ;  setting  forth,  that  the  proprietors  fitted  out  the  «wi 
ship,  at  an  expence  of  ;^.  10,45  3;  ^^^>  on  the  26th  of  Decem- 
ber 1756,  she  made  a  lawful  capture  of  the  Due  de  Pcnthicvit, 
a  French  ship  from  China,  valued  at  ;^-335jOOO,  which  priie 
was  condemned  at  Gibraltar  the  28th  of  February  following; 
and  that,  on  the  2d  of  March  1757,  the  Antigallican  and  her 
prize,  being  in  the  port  of  Cadiz,  the  Spaniards,  with  force 
and  violence,  seized  the  said  prize,  without  any  reasonable 
ground  for  such  procedure;  and  that,  after  various  applications 
to  the  Spanish  ministers  for  redress,  they,  instead  of  relieving 
tiie  petitioners,  ordered  the  ship  Antigallican  to  be  also  seiaftd, 
which  was  accordingly  done,  on  the  i^th  of  August  followixlg; 
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and  that  the  petitioners  have  never  received  the  leait  satis- 
fa^on  for  the  injury ;  and  tliat  his  Majesty  gave  the  proprio- 
rtors  his  royal  word  that  the  petitioners  should' be  relieved  by 
an  article  in  the  late  peace,  and  that  orders  were  given  for  that 
pprpose,  which  were,  by  some  fatal  delay  or  negleft,  never 
complied  with ;  and  the  petitioners  are  well  assured  that  co- 
pies of  such  orders,  and  other  material  papers  relative  thereto^ 
are  now  in  the  late  lord  Egremont's  office ;  and  that  the  pe« 
titioners  apprehend,  that  the  proprietors,  being  Englishmen, 
have  a  claim  of  pi'oteftioh,  h6th  in  their  Uberty  and  property, 
from  that  government  which  they  contribute  to  support,  par- 
ticularly as  their  case  is  a  public  insult  to  the  whole  nation ; 
.  and  therefore  praying  the  House,  that  they  may  be  relieved  in 
such  manner  as  the  House  shall  see  proper. 

Mr.  Sawbridge  moved,  that  the  said  petition  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  committee  ;  and  that  they  do  examine 
the  matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  as  it  shall  appear  to 
them,  to  the  House. 

Lord  North  opposed  the  motion.  Said  the  mode  of  appli«> 
cation  was  improper,  and  that  the  sense  of  •the  House  had  been 
formerly  taken  on  the  same  subject 

It 'passed  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Whitbread  on  the  25th  ult.  having  moVed  the  House  to 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  to  consider  of  the  fa<Sts  stated  in 
•  a  petition,  then  presented  by  him  from  the  resident  burgesses 
of  the  town  of  Bedford,  and  from  the  burgesses  at  large,  en- 
titled to  the  freedom  of  the  said  borough,  by  birth  or  servitude, 
setting  forth,  among  other  things,  that  the  corporation  had 
.  made  in  one  day,  in  the  year  1 769,  upwards  of  500  honorary 
burgesses  \  and  in  the  course  of  the  said  year  611,  in  order  to 
answer,  certain  undue  and  unconstitutional  purposes. 

Sir  William  Wake  moved,  that  said  order  be  discharged. 
He  owned  the  fadb  to  be  true,  but  contended  that  the  power 
of  making  honorary  freemen  was  vested  in  the  borough  ;  that 
the  motives  to  it  on  the  present  occasion  were  laudable,  as 
they  arose  from  an  intention  to  rescue  it  out  of  the  hands  of  a 
certaip  noble  duke,  who  had  obtainea  an  undue  influence  over 
the  demons  for  members  tp  represent  the  said  borough  in  Par- 
liament ;  that  the  House  was  incompetent  to  enter  into  such 
an  enquiry  j  and  that  the  Durham  aft  must  prevent  any  real 
or  substantial  abuse  of  the  power  now  attempted  to  be  wrested 
out  of  the  hands,  of  the  corporatio^i. 

Mr.  WlMread  entered  into  a  very  long  defence  of  tlie  ori- 
ginal motion.  He  said  the  grievance  was  of  tlie  first  magni- 
tude I  that;  it  would,  in  all  probability,  extend  itself  to  every 
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Oilier  borough  in  the  kingdom,  ^irhere  the  power  of  msdnng 
^oiQorary  fr^men^iras  ex<^ciscd;  that  it  divested  dieveal  vcteers 
«f  those  rights  they  were  entitled  to  by  birth  or  servitude»  and 
transferred  them  to  aliens  «nd  strangers ;  and  moved  that  the 
iproceedk^  of  the  House,  and  the  resolatioa  idiich  Mlowed 
^hetn  in  the  year  1747,  might  be  read,  wherein  a  similar  sdiose 
of  the  power  of  njie  cottporation  of  Gioncester,  to  admit  per* 
sons  not  dauning  by  birth  oe  servitude,  was  dircfily  pointed 
snd  effefhially  condemned. 

The  question  was  pet  on  Sir  William  Waio^s  Motion.  The 
House  divided.     Ayes  37  ;  Noes  71.  . 

May  2. 
Two  messengers  belonging  to  the  House  were  csnmined, 
relative  to  their  enquiries  for  Spencer  and  Bockefe,  two  of  tlie 
witnesses  on  the  Hindoo  eieftion,  who  had  absented themacives, 
and  whom  they  had  orders  to  ts^e  into  custiody ;  when  h 
appeared  they  were  not  to  be  feimd.  .Mr.  Thocnas  Dundtf 
moved,  that  Richard  Smith  and  Fasham  Naime,  fisqrs.  be  or- 
*^ed  to  attend  on  the  8th,  as  he  supposed  those  gentlemen, 
iram  their  intimacy  wi&  Spencer -and  Becket,  woidd  beidde  to 
give  such  an  account  in  tbe  course  of  tlieir  ^exMshitftMi  as 
would  lead  to  their  discovery. 

The  House  tiben  went  into  the  order  of  the  day,  and  resolved 
itself  into  a  anmnfttee^on  the  Ufl  for  giving  a  perpetttiiy  to 
Mr.  Phillips,  in  a  rock  called  the  Smalls,  inSt.George'^  Chan- 
nel, for  the  purpote  of  erecting  a  iight-faouse  tkeKon^  and 
witli  a  power  of  collecting  ^rertain  duties  for  the  msnnteaanoe 
thereof,  in  conformity  to  the  terms  of  a  grant  made  of  said 
Tock  and  Unties  for  fifty  years,  by  his  Majesty's  letters  patent. 
Some  witnesses  were  examined  as  to  the  construdKm  of  tfae 
light-house,  its  heiglit,  the  description  4>f  the  rock  on  whidkJt 
is  to  be  erected,  and  its  utility  in  preventing  vessds  whtdipass 
that  way  from  either  falling  in  with  said  i^ock  itself  or  vrith 
Hu  David's  rocks  and  Carmarthen  Bay,  on  Ae  Welsh -coMt,  or 
the  Tuskards  on  the  Irish.  After  the  evidence  was  finished, 
a  debate  ensued,  in  w:hich  Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Mackwortb>  X^ptiiti 
Luttrell,  Mr.  Burke,  Lord  Folkstone,  Sir  WilUam  Merei&il, 
Mr.Whitworth,Lord  Frederick  Ckmpbell,  and  Mr.Gaacoigne, 
took  part ;  when  the  question  being  put,  the  ^conututtee  di- 
vided.    Ayes  37  5  Noes  32. 

May  3. 
I^ord  Kcrt/j  moved  for  a  committee  of  supply,  preparatory 
to  his  opening  the  budget ;  when  he  moved*  t^e  fUlowing  re- 
sohitions,  which  were  agreed  to. 
That  persons  who  on  the  24th  of  April  last  w«re  possessed 
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of  3  pec  cent,  aanukiesii  shall  be  at  liberty  to  aeci^  9SL'  £E)r 
every  looL  towards  the  redemption  of  i,ooo>pooL.  of  the  said 
fijuadi  or  stocks;^  one  moiety  to  be  paid  oa  or  before  the  1 5th  of 
Jidy^  and  the  other  moiety  on  or  before  the  20th  of  (Xtober 
nexty  with  interest  to  the  5th  of  July  1775  >  and  for  every 
looL  of  such  subscription^  sh^U  receive  six  tickets  in  a  lottery 
to  consist  of  6o>ooo  tickets  at  I2l.  los.  each ;  and  the  capital 
stock  of  such  subscription:  shall  be  annihilated.  That  books 
shall  be  opened  at  the  bank)  the  8th  of  May,  from  nine  in  the 
morning  till  six  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
said  sul»cription.  'No  person  to  subscribe  more  than  2o,oqo1. 
nor  less  than  lool.  and  after  the  whole  is  summed  up,  the  same 
to  hie  rateaUy  divided  among  the  subscribers,  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  stock  subscribe^)  over  and  above  the  said 
i,ooo,oooL  of  annuities  t^  he  so  annihHated- 

That  towards  raising  the  supply,  i,9je5,552L  i6s«  iid,  bus 
issued  out  of  the  sinking  fund- 

That  t,25o,oooL  be  raised  by  loans  on  exchequeir  bills,  %o 
be  charged  on  the  first  aids  to  be  granted  next  senssion. 

Thait  15,0001.  out  of  ihe  monies  remaining  in  the  Exchequer 
the  5th  o£  April  1766,  the  produce  of  American  duties,  be 
applied  towards  maintaining  the  forces  and  garrisons  in  the 
plantaiifms.  • 

That  monies  paid  Smo  the  Excheqtier  after  the  5th  •of  April, 
1 775,  and  before  the  5th  of  April  1 776,  produce  of  the  duties 
cm  the  importation  aini  exportation  of  gum  sene^^  and  gvQi 
arabic,  be  apfdied  towards  the  supply* 

He  observed,  that  3,8o|),oooL  of  light  w  diminished  nnv 
jney  had  been  paid  into  the  Bank,  under  the  first  ad;  than 
4,8oo^oo(^  had  b^  paid  in  like  inanner,  under  the  roy^ 
procbuination,  of  receiving  guineas  not  under  five  penny-* 
weights  three  grains,  nor  more  than  six  grains ;  that  it  was 
computed,  that  when  the  second  proclamation  was  issued  for 
xalling  in  all  guineas  un4er  full  standard,  that  upwards  of 
4,ooo,oool,  more  would  be  called  'in,  the  whole  amounting 
to  about  i4,ooo,oooL  and  the  expences  of  melting  down,  re- 
ceiving interest,  paid  to  the  Bank,  gratuities  to  the  country 
commissioners,  and  re^oinage  to  about  650,0001 ;  that  the 
deficiences  on  land  and  malt  were  computed  at  45o,oooL 
that  is,  50,0001.  lower  than  they  were  the  last  year;  that  the 
whole  of  the  grants  consisted  of  the  land  and  malt,  estimated 
at  2,250,0001.  the  Exchequer  bills  1,250,0001.  the  proj^ts 
on  a  lottery  150,0001.  the  produce  of  die  sinking  fund>  from 
the  5th  of  Janviary  to  the  5th  oi  April,  88d,oool.  the  three 
next  quarters  pro<hice  pf  said  fund  i>9I5>oqqI.  whii;h  would 
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make  the  whole  of  the  sinking  fond  2,8oo,oooL  and  miscel* 
laneous  savings  with  the  expefted  produce  of  the  sale  of 
French  prizes  17,000!.  and  sales  of  land  in  the  ceded  islands 
50,0001.  taken  together,  would  amount  to  300,000! ;  while 
on  the  other  hand  the  services  were,  the  navy  1,700,000!.  the 
ordnance  300,000!.  the  army  i,6oo,oooL  Exchequer  bi!k  of 
last  year  1,250,000!.  army  extraordinary  270,000!.  miscel- 
laneous of  grants  and  coinage  348,000!.  So  that  on  the 
wliole,  the  grants  would  be  6,550,000!.  and  the  services 
,voted  5,550,000!.  which  would  leave  a  siu*plus  of  i,ooo,oooL 
excess  of  grants,  with  which  he  proposed  to  pay  off  the  above 
i,ooo,oool.  of  tliree  per  cent,  annuities,  for  the  sum  of 
88o,oool.  which  last  surplus,  a  gain  of  120,000!.  would  re- 
main to  make  good  the  deficiences  of  the  grants,  or  to  Im- 
!ance  the  ioo,oool.  voted  for  the  purchase  of  the  Queen's 
palace  and  Somerset-house.  His  lordsliip  then  proceeded  to 
state  the  public  debts,  as  they  appeared  on  the  5th  of  Janu«> 
ary  last,  compared  with  their  amount  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1763.  At  the  latter  period  they  were  123  millions  funded, 
and  13  millions  unfonded,  which  with  the  fra6Uons  made 
in  the  whole  136  millions;  at  the  former  period,  funded 
124  millions,  unfonded  three  millions,  in  the  whole  127 
millions,  paid  off  nine  millions.  His  lordship  did  not  state 
the  respeftive  interests  paid  at  those  periods,  but  generally 
stated  the  decrease  in  the  following  manner :  total  decrease 
on  the  whole  440,000!.  per  ann.  and  30,000!.  by  the  present 
operation,  in  the  whole  470,000!.  out  of  which  take  for 
the  navy  bills  unfunded  20,000!.  and  tlie  Exchequer  trills  in 
circulation,  at  four  per  cent^  40,000!.  both  these  sums,  with 
the  trifling  discount  on  navy  and  vi6hialling  bills,  would  leave 
a  clear  decrease  in  tlie  interest  money  paid  to  the  pul>!ic  cre- 
ditors of  the  sum  of  400,000!.  per  ann.  After  he  had  stated 
the  several  sums  necessary  to  the  explanation  of  the  financial 
operation  which  he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  House,  ob- 
served, that  the  nation  might  think  that  the  reduftion  of  the 
national  debt  proceeded  very  slowly ;  but  when,  it  was  consi- 
dered on  one  hand,  the  very  heavy  burthens  contrafted  dur- 
ing the  late  glorious  and  successful  war,  the  consequent  in- 
crease of  interest,  and  that  that  war  was  entered  into  at  the 
express  desire  of  the  people,  joined  with  the  numerous  and 
singular  advantages  derived  to  this  country,  both  in  respeft  of 
commerce  and  territory,  the  nation  uniting  all  these  conside- 
rations, had  much  less  reason  to  be  impatient  or  complam. 
The  four  great  wars  we  have  maintained  since  the  Revolution 
(says  his  lordship)  neither  originated  from  tjie  ambition  of 
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our  princes,  nor  the  corruption  of  our  ministers ;  and  the 
vast  sums  expended,  however  enormous,  or  heavily  at  pre* 
s^t  we  may  feel  the  weight,  were  for  the  most  part  laid  out 
either  diredtiy  in  the  protedlion  or  advancement  of  our  own 
immediate  interests,  or  in  upholding  those,  with  which  they 
were  essentially  connefted.  Our  endeavours  have  in  general 
corresponded  to  the  glory  of  our  motives,  and  the  magnitude 
of  our  designs,  as  taking  the  lead  among  the  great  powers  of 
Europe,  by  protecting  others,  securing  our  own  interests,  and 
setting  limits  to  the  ambition  of  the  enemies  of  both.  The 
war  commenced  at  the  Revolution,  was  a  popular  war ;  so 
was  that  which  followed  about  the*  succession.  The  rupture 
in  1739  with  Spain,  originated  entirely  in  popular  motives. 
I  will  npt,  however,  pretend  to  say  it  was  as  well  founded 
as  the  two  preceding,  at  least  so  well  timed,  though  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  might  in  the  end  become  as  necessary.  The 
late  war,  I  repeat  again,  was,  if  possible,  still  more  popular 
than  any  of  the  rest,  as  it  was  in 'the  bepnning  undertaken 
without  any  view  to  continental  connexions,  but  purely  to 
proteft  our  s^i^jedls  in  America,  which  I  shall  ever  think 
ought  to  be  a  v^y  strong  incentive  to  them  to  assist  us  to  al- 
leviate those  burthens  we  no\^  feel,  and  of  which  they 
have  been  the  primary  cause.  I  will  now  beg  leave  to  return 
to  the  subjeft  that  naturally  falls  more  immediately  under  our 
consideration  this  day,  which  is  the  redudlion  of  this  heavy 
load  of  debt,  and  the  appropriation  of  the  fund  allotted  for 
that  purpose  to  other  uses.  A  person  of  confessed  ingenuity 
[Dr.  Price]  has  written  a  pamphlet  with  great  ability-  on 
this  subjeft,  and  condemned  th^  great  minister  [Walpole] 
who  first  devised  the  sinking  fimd,  for  departing  from  his  own 
plan.  I  admire  the  ingenuity  of  the  author.  I  have  partly,  . 
since  I  came  into  my  present  situation^  adopted  his  plan  of 
ireduftion  as  much  as  times  and  circumstances  would  permit  ( 
yet  I  am  far  from  .approving  all  of  what  he  recommends  5  nor 
can  I  lightly  condemn  an  able  minister,  of  approved  judg- 
ment, high  abilities,  and  great  experience^  while  I  remain 
ignorant  of  the  true  motives  which  influenced  his  cenduX,  or 
perhaps  the  total  impracticability  of  his  afting  up  to  his  own 
^deas  *,  plans  on  paper,  or  measures  proposed  in  the  closet 
often  becoming  difficult  in  the  execution,  or  inexpedient,  tho' 
they  should  be  practicable.  Another  very  popular  topic  is, 
taking  off  the  taxes  from  the  necessaries  of  life,  in  order  to 
relieve  the  lower  order  of  the  people.  Besides  a  thousand  im- 
pediments, that  I  shall  forbear  to  insist  on,  which  might 
grow  out  of  such  a  measure*  to  obstruct  it,  I  fear  it  would. 

G  g  4  not 
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iiot  an9wer  the  ends  proposed^  though  every  possible  obstroc* 
tion  were  removed^  because  the  effe£k  might  be,  that  the  tas 
would  be  losti  and  the  revenue  suffer,  without  the  least  beoi&i 
fit  to  the  consumer,  as  means  would  be  probably  devised  stiB 
Jo  keep  the  commodity  up  at  the  taxed  price.  On  the  wfac^ 
the  vast  riches  of  this  country,  its  extensive  credit^  which  it 
has  never  yet  violated  in  respcft  of  either  its  domestic  or  fo- 
reign creditors,  its  prodigious  commerce,  its  surprising  paper 
circulation,  which  must  be  immense,  when  it  is  considered 
that  the  money  alone  in  circulation  is  conskierably  more 
^an  fourteen  millions,  as  appefU*s  by  the  documents  this  day 
referred  to ;  all  this  great  system  of  power,  riches  and  extcr* 
nal  strength,  I  say,  taken  together,  with  the  magnificepci^ 
splendor,  and  luxiury  of  individuals,  induce  me  to  bdlieve^ . 
that  though  the  national  and  consecjuent  annual  burthens  bc^ 
enormous,  they  are  far  from  being  disproportioned  to  our 
abilities  tp  pay.  I  just  beg  leave  to  mention  one  circumstance 
snore  before  I  sit  down,  to  shew  the  difficuhy  of  a  hasty  rc-i 
du6tion  of  the  public  debts,  by  the  means  we  are  necessarily 
obliged  to  pursue.  A  yery  able  deceased  ministef  [Mr  Pelham] 
reduced  the  national  debt,  by  lowering  the  interest }  we  are 
necessitated  to  effeA  the  same  purpose,  by  paying  off  the  prinr 
cipal  itself^  our  progress  must  be  therefore  more  ^ow.  That 
gentleman  pajd  off  twenty  millions  inth  ease,  by  only  faying 
an  obligation  on  the  annuitants  to  receive  their  principal,  or 
reduce  their  annuities ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  they 
gladly  accepted  of  the  ofler,  and  consented  to  take  three  m- 
stead  pf  iouTper  cent.  What  was  the  reason  then  ?  and  what 
would  be  the  probable  consejqucnce  now  ?  The  funds  were  up 
at  par  at  the  former  period  \  they  are  now  considerably  bekyW| 
owing,  it  may  be  presumed,  to  the  greater  quantity  being  in 
the  market,  so  that  the  public  creditors  would  at  this  period 
be  as  desirous  of  receiving  their  capitals,  as  they  were  at  the 
former  to  accept  of  the  reduced  annuities.  I  do  therefiore 
reciu"  to  my  first  assertion,  that  we  must  proceed  slowly  in  the 
proposed  reduftion,  or  lay  on  new  taxes,  m  order  to  effect  our 
purpose  with  greater  facility  and  expedition ;  for  I  repeat  it 
again,  there  is  no  other  method  of  getting  at  the  princip^,  but 
either  by  reducing  it  direftly  by  specific  payments  of  the  ca-^ 
pital,  or  by  being  able,  by  the  rise  of  the  fund,  to  lower  the 
interest. 

Mr.  Hartley  rose  chiefly  to  point  put  to  his  lordship  the 
impropriety  of  anticipating  the  produce  of  the  sinking  fundy 
and  of  changing  more  on  it  than  it  would  be  able  to  bear ; 
the  manner,  of  making  up  the  accounts  at  the  Exchecjuer  for 
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the  last  7car>  which  prodaced  »  surpkts  of  200,006k  or  the* 
total  receipt  of  one  week,  with  part  of  the  debt  paid  ib  by  thtf 
East  India  Company,  haying  ^veiled  the  sinking  fiind  much 
beyond  its  natural  she.  That  therefort^  the  sum  it  was  noW' 
rated  at  was  considerably  too  high.  He  next  etitered  into  % 
string  of  observationsi  relative  to  the  iiU^judged  policy  of  push- 
^g  matters  to  extremity  with  America,  and  the  probability^ 
nay,  the  inevitable  certainty,  of  the  interference  of  France  and 
Spain,  and  of  a  general  European  war,  should  the  sword  b#- 
once  drawn  against  oor  brethren  on  the  other  side  of  the  Aw 
lantic.  He  concluded  with  drawing  a  most  melancholy  pior 
ture  of  the  consequences  such  an  event  must  produce,  in  tUh 
operations  on  our  trade,  manufadures,  finances,  public  credtf> 
external  strength,  and  internal  prosperity ;  reminding  the 
ix>untry  gentlemen,  at  the  same  time,  that  this  would  in  all 
probability  be  the  last  year  they  would,  even  in  time  of  peace» 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  3s.  in  the  pound  land-'tax,  though  they 
had  been  prevailed  on  to  give  their  support  to  measures  so 
evidently  destru^ve  of  their  own  interest,  and  of  the  nation 
at  large,  because  they  were  in  the  first  instance  to  bear  no 
part  m  the  additional  burthens  such  measures  were  to  create. 

Mr.  Fyner  answered,  that  he  was  certain  the  landed  gentle- 
men were  not  a£biated  by  the  motives  imputed  to  them  by  the 
honourable  gentleman  [Mr.  Hartley],  but  purely  from  the  aj>> 
parent  necessity  of  the  measure  itself,  in  support  of  which 
they  were  ready  to  lisque  any  event  whatever,  sooner  than 
forego  those  advantages  of  trade  and  riches  which  were  inse* 
parably  involved  in  the  supremacy  of  Great  Britain  over  her 
colonies ;  for  were  that  once  giyen  up  the  others  would  soon 
follow^  In  support  of  such  a  cause,  therefore,  he  was  willing 
to  pay  not- only  4s^  but  14s.  in  the  pound  :  and  as  he  enteiw 
tained  not  a  single  doubt  but  we  should  prevail  in  the  contest^ 
we  ought -to  oblige  America  to  pay  (he  expence  she  hadiraiw 
tonly  put  us  to,  and  which  would  likewise  enable  us  to  bring 
back  our  quondam  peace  establishpifsnt^  that  of  9  lancUtaj(  <^ 
2s«  in  the  pound. 

Mr.  T.  Tofvnshendy  after  condemning  the  bad  policy  of  re* 
ducing  the  land-tax,  from  4s.  to  3s.  in  the  pound,  some  years 
since,  as  one  great  means  of  retarding  the  redu^ion  ox  the. 
national  debt,  observed  upon  two  items,  for  which  his  lordship 
took  credit }  qat  was  a  sum  of  17,000!.  charged  on  the  sale  of 
French  prizes  in  the  West  Indies,  the  other  a  sum  of  50,000!^ 
said  to  be  the  produce  .of  sales  of  (iie  lands  in  the  cedeaisbnds, 
which  have  been  voted  regufeu-ly  year  after  year  since  17^1 1 
and  had  as  regularly  returned  into  th^  ways  and  iiicani»  wttlv- 
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out  a  shining  of  them  being  aAually  brought  to  the  credit  of 
public  account. 

Lord  North  repliedi  that  one  honourable  gentleman  seteied 
to  delight  in  drawing  a  gloomy  pi^hire  of  the  dreadful  con- 
sequences of  breaking  with  America.  He  said  the  predicted 
evib  would  be  easily  averted,  by  America  returning  to  its 
duty.  There  had  been  an  offer  made  which  would  at  once 
obviate  all  difficultiesi  if  they  were  sincere  \  if  not,  and  that 
they  should  pertinaciously  refiise  terms  virtually  correspondent 
to  their  own  ideas,  the  question  would  then  be  a  very  simple 
one ;  that  is,  whether  they  were  to  be  independent,  or  whc- 
Aer  we  should  avail  ourselves  of  those  rights  we  were  indu- 
bitably entitled  to,  in  order  to  secure  to  the  nation  those 
great  benefits  derived  from  our  trade  and  commerce  with  that 
country,  which  must  be  for  ever  lost,  if  we  acquiesced  in  the 
unreasonable  and  unnatural  claims  it  now  set  up.  As  to  the 
honourable  gentleman's  fears  respecting  a  breach  with  our 
colonies  being  productive  of  a  French  and  Spanish  war,  his 
lordship  replied,  that  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  Frqich 
minister  would  prevent  him,  as  a  friend  to  the  interest  of  his 
country,  to  hazard  any  such  experiment ;  nevertheless,  {"ranee 
was  an  opulent,  powerful  nation,  abounding  in  native  wealth, 
ahd  internal  strength,  and  might  break  with  us,  either  now, 
or  in  the  event  of  an  American  civil  war,  if  she  pleased,  nor 
could  he  see  how  any  mode  of  stating  an  account  of  debtor 
and  creditor  on  the  present  occasion  could  possibly  prevent  it. 

Governor  Johnstone  closed  the  conversation  by  observing, 
that  though  his  lordship  was  no  conjurer,  to  eflfeft  miracles 
by  stating  an  account,  it  had  always  been  customary  with  the 
minister,  on  this  day,  to  give  a  kind  of  state  of  the  nation, 
both  respecting  her  finances,  the  terms  she  stood  on  with 
foreign  powers,  and  tke  general  posture  of  affairs  in  Europe. 
This  mode  had  been  likewise  adopted  by  his  lordship  uniform- 
ly since  his  coming  into  office ;  it  was  a  matter  of  the  first 
consequence  to  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation,  as  a  means 
pf  preventing  public  and  private  imposition,  by  preventing 
artful  men  from  improperly  operating  on  our  funds.  The 
reason  of  tJie  thinpj  was  as  clear,  he  said,  as  the  custom  was 
invariable ;  and  is  it  not  for  this  very  pui'pose,  says  he,  that 
you  admit  the  merchants  aad  traders  of  liOndon  this  day  into 
your  gallery  ?  Besides,  I  reiTiember  on  the  last  occasion  of 
this  kind,  how  much  this  House  was  edified  by  the  exten- 
sive knowledge  and  minute  information  given  by  the  noble 
lord,  respecting  the  political  state  of  France,  her  annual  reve- 
rtues,   incun>brances,  &c.  \S£e  the  Parliamentary  Debater  for 
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SUPPLIES  of  1774  and  1775,  compared  by  Lord  North* 

1774-         1775- 
£.     J.  d,        £»    /,  d»  £•    /.  dm 

Navy  1>904,917    4  8  1,674,059  15  10  230,857    8  5  decrease 

Ordnance  271,124  17  7  260,807    6  10  10,317  10  9  ditto 

Army  1,549,720  14  8  1,597,051     9    9  47,330  16  1  incKMt 

Deficiencies  652,457    3  3  607,974  10    7  55,417     7  4    ditto 

Miscellane-  ?      .(jo,252  13  0        166,559  19     9       106,307    6     9   ditto 
ous  service*  J  '  '  ' 

May^  4. 
Order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  consideration  the  report 
from  the  seleft  committee  appointed  to  try  the  Shaftesbury 
election.  Sir  George  Tonge^  chairman  of  that  conmiittee,  ob- 
-served,  that  as  the  minister  had  said- the  Parliament  would  rise 
on  the  25th,  he  should  move,  that  the  consideration  of  the 
report  be  deferred  till  early  in  the  next  session.  He  diought 
it,  however,  necessary,  in  order  to  shew  the  propriety  of  the 
resolutions  reported  and  agreed  to  by  the  House,  that  such 
parts  of  the  minutes  of  the  evidence  taken  before  .thercx>nV- 
mittee,  as  proved  the  bribery  and  corruption,  and  pointed  out 
the  magnitude  and  extent  so  as  to  make  them  worthy  of  thp 
consideration  of  Parliament,  should  be  read.  The  same  being 
read  accordingly,  he  moved  further,  that  the  Speaker  do  not 
issue  his  writ  for  elefting  anodier  burgess  to  represent  said 
borough  in  Parliament  till  after  the  next  recess.  Some  dontt 
arising  relative  to  the  cpnstruftion  of  the  late  a£l  for  empowec- 
ing  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  writ,  notwithstanding  any  proro- 
gation or  adjoiu-nment  of  the  House,  it  was  at  length  agreed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  and  explain  the  said  aA  *,  or  rather- 
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to  suspend  itj  with  regard  to   Shaftsbury  only:  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  British  and  Irish  fishery  bill  was  presented  and  read* 
No  debate. 

The  bill  to  permit' the  exportation  of  woollen  cloth,  for  the 
use  of  such  of  his  Majesty's  troops  on  the  Irish  establishment^ 
as  serve  out  of  that  kingdom,  in  his  Majesty's  garrisons 
abroad  or  the  plantations  in  North  America,  or  the  British 
Islands  in  the  West  Indies,  presented,  and  read.     No  debate* 

The  five  resolutions  from  the  committee  of  supply  yesterday, 
reported  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Pulteney  objected  to  one  of  the  itemSi  respedting  the 
recoinage,  in  which  46,0001.  had  been  allowed  to  the  bank, 
while  in  his  opinion,  the  whole  of  the  operation,  instead  of 
being  made  a  cause  of  laying  an  additional  burthen  on  the 
public,  was  a  matter  of  great  favour  to  the  bank,  as  it  gave 
them  the  temporary  means  of  upholding  their  credit,  which 
at  tjie  time  rested  but  upon  a  very  precarious  and  weak  foun- 
dation. 

Lord  North  answered  by  arithmetical  computations  of  flux- 
ing the  coin,  and  rendering  it  into  bars  of  ingots,  interest 
arising  on  the  money  returned,  &c. 

Mr.  Pulteney  replied  generally,  that  a  turn  was  to  be  serv- 
ed, no  matter  how  dear  the  public  was  to  pay  for  it. 

May  5. 

Private  business. 

Adjourned  to  May  8; 

Ma^  8. 

General  Smyth  being  called  iri,  and  asked  where  he  had  last 
seen  Becket  or  Sjpencer,  he   replied  he  understood  that  Ife 
was  not  obliged  to  answer  any  question  which  might  lead  tb 
'  criminate  liimself;  that  therefore,  with   the  indulgence  of 
•the  House,  he  chose  to  decline  it.     He  was  then  asked,  whch 
*he  had  last  seen-  them  ;  he  replied,  "not  ^ince  Monday  thrtfc 
weeks,  the  i6th  of  April.  • 

'  ••  Gaptaifi  Naime  called  in','  arfd  examined  in  the  same  man- 
ner.    The  purport  of  his  replies  was,  that  he  had  not  seen 
'Becket  or  S]^ncef  since  he  was  in  their  company  at  the  Star 
"and  Garter  iA  Falace-Yard,  the  day  before  they  absented 
themselves.'  •    " 

This  short  exatnination  being  finished,  Mr.  Dundas  observe 
ed,  that  as  the  session  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  that  there 
•was  no  probability  that  the  witnesses  would  attend  during  thfe 
remainder  of  the  present  session,  and  if  they 'sheuld,  that  it 
%ould  be  x,6q  late,  he  fa«ant  to  movtf^  the  Holiii4  wiM^t'agrect. 
=    '■  aMc 
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.^ahletodie  ficieBck  of  the  h81>  that  the  fiwher  x^MJdcndoo 
of  it  should  be  defei'red  to  xi6xt  session. 
.  Mr,  Byfig  9gidftii^t  £oT  hi^awB  part  fae  wat  'veO  satvfied 
of  the  propriety  of  l¥hat-was  now  offered,  but  he  should  be 
^cstwmcljr  Sony  that  anjr  idea  d&ould  prevail  either  wkkin  or 
wkhouc  door%  that  it  was  iatead^  to  gi^e  xtf  ,the  bSl,  bo- 
causei  for  want  of  necessary  evidence,  it  might  be  thought 
pnidestit  to  fostapoM  tibe  iwrther  consideration  till  the  tune 
now  proposed. 

A  doiubt  now  arose  in  whsu  maimer  to  piocfsedi  and  a  mcm^ 
ber  having  suggested  that  the  order  be  discharged^  and  aao* 
ther^ttbat  -the  further  considcpratioB  of  the  bUl  be  pot  odflT 
for  ijbroe  menths, 

'^George  Tange  obsenred,  that  from  the  nature  of  the  in* 
me»y  the  expe^tions  of  the  ^public,  and  the  pecidiar  mas' 
«lier  the  House  was  caUed  upon  to  exert  themselves,  an  ad- 
jouxomkent  of -three  months  would  be  extremely  improper,  ^ 
it  might  import  that  all  further  proceedings  were  at  an  endi 
instead  therefore  of  adjourning  the  business  generally,  qr 
for  tluree  months,  which  would  be  in  hiBt  desertmg  tiie  prin« 
<iplethe  gentlemen  of  the  coomiittee  and  the  House  had  bV' 
therto  a£bd  on,  he  recommended  some  specific  dechtfation  qr 
JMsoIution  of  the  House,  which  would  convince  the  public 
that  neither  one  nor  the  other  had  the  most  distant  intention 
of  stopping  short  in  their  enquiries  towards  the  attainment  of 
justice,  but  on  the  contrary  were  determined  to  punish  the 
delinquents  of  every  size  and  comple^n,  by  way  of  example^ 
to  the  very  utmost. 

Mr.  Dundas  then  moved,  that  the  order  be  discharged,  and 
that  the  report  from  the  committee  be*  taken  intoc(msides»- 
tion  as  early  as  possible  next  session. 

Mr.  Byng  observed,  that  though  the  House  cocdd  notj  for 
'Vrant  of  evidence,  go  through  with  the  bill,  yet  4t  becaa^ 
-hi^y  incumbent  (H^them  to  leave  nothing  undcme  that  was 
withiii  their  power  \  he  therefore  moved,  that  no  writ  be  i»- 
jnied  for -electing  burgesses  to  ^erve  in  Parliament -tiUafterithe 
mi^di  report  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Mx.  :^Av  condemned  this  mode  of  proceeding  loudly,  and 
iin  the  course  of  a  very  warm  speecU,  lamented  that  the  Hou^ 
had  lost  all  power  and  energy,  and  that  their  ordei:s  were  cop- 
JEemned.  He  attribute  this  humiliatii^  situation  to  the  unit* 
«fid  QonduA  cf  such;a8  profess  themselves  the  friends  of  popu- 
4»i^'and  thfifler.wha-ii^ere  resolved  to  keep  their  places  at, ^ 
-i^ytto&s,  jbQrsifbieii  means  the  rrights  and  privil^^es  of  the  fHoivr 

jif  Coifiiiwiis  Jhad  tMi  ^lanradly  jMinvqi.   tte  rii>staiw<rf 
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the  case  of  J*  Miller,  the  printer  df  the  London  £v6ning, 
the  conduft  of  the  city  magistrates  on  that  occasion,  and  the 
timid  behaviour  of  administration,  who  after  appointing  a 
comnuttce  and  putting  the  gentlemen  who  served  on  it  to  an 
infinite  deal  of  trouble,  permitted  the  otFenJers  to  escape 
with  impunity,  or  rather  to  go  off  in  triuniph. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  rt^WtSi  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  endeavoured  t6 
«hew  the  absurdity  of  his  mode  of  arguing,  by  advising  the 
House  to  stop  all  further  proceedings,  because  the  witnesses 
kept  out  of  the  way.  He  was  inclined  to  think,  he  said, 
that  the  contempt  now  shewn  ought  to  induce  the  House  td 
aft  with  spirit  and  vigour,  and  instead  of  permitting  the  writ* 
to  be  issued,  the  only  event,  he  supposed,  th€  offenders  and 
their  friends  wished  for,  he  would  recommend  that  some  sig- 
nal mark  of  the  displeasure  of  the  House  ought  to  be  ex»- 
presscd  against  those  who  direftly  refused  to  obey  its  orders. 
He  then  moved,  that  an  address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty 
for  issuing  a  proclamation,  and  offering  a  reward  for  appre«- 
hending  of  Thomas  Spencer  and  John  Becket.  This  wa^ 
agreed  to  nem,  con\ 

The  House  was  preparing  to  rise,  when  Mr.  Grenville  ob-i 
served,  that  however  desirous  the  House  might  be  to  punish 
the  great  offenders,  he  would  be  much  better  pleased  as  to 
the  merits  of  the  business  at  large,  were  they  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  law ;  that  in  his  opinion  the  bribers  were  much 
mwe  criminal  than  the  bribed  ;  that  while  those  who  occasi- 
oned the  mischief  were  suffered  to  escape,  it  would  be  to  no 
purpose  to  punish  the  inferior  aftors  and  instruments  j  and 
that  on  the  whole,  considering  every  resolution  as  an  esc  ,post 
faBo  law,  enafted  for  the   particular  purpose,  he  would  be 
much  better  pleased  to  have  the  delinquents  suffer  by  the 
weight  of  the  laws  already  in  being.     He  added,  that  it  re- 
quired no  proof,  no  evidence,  and  could  occasion  no  diversity 
of  opinion;  for  the  grounds  of  the  motions  he  intended  to 
make  were  plain  and  simple,  and  founded  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  House  Itself,  for  they  grew  out  of  those  of  the  23  d  of  Fe-^ 
bruary,  and  the  standing  order  renewed  at  the  commencemexit 
of  every  session.     He  then  moved  that  the  four  resolutions 
of  the  23  d  of  February  might  be  read,  which  declare  the 
four  candidates  at  the  late  eleftioiv  for  members  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for'  the  Borough  of  Hindon,  to  have  been  guilty 
of  bribery,  and  the  next  the  stasuling  order  of  th^  5th  ct 
IJecember,  which  ordains,  that  toy  person  who  shall  be  found 
guilty  of  bribery  shall  be  pro$eeut€d  to  the  utmost  extent. 
This  being  ccKS^ed*  with^  he  xaiived)  10  the  words  of  the 
. '  Vol.  L  il^ix  resolution! 
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resolution,  that  for  his  said  offence  the  Attorney  General  be 
ordered  to  prosecute  Richard  Smyth,  Esq. 

Sir  *lohn .  JVrottesley  said,  he  would  early  in  the  next  session 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill,  to  disijualify  in  /utuj-e  any 
person  from  sitting  in  Parliament,  who  sliall  be  convidled 
of  bribery,  before  any  of  the  coiimiittees  chosen  to  determine 
controverted  eleftions. 

Mr.  Duriuing  objefted  to  an  indiscriminate  prosecution,  as 
he  contended  that  the  ofienco*  difleredy  and  that  in  particular 
the  supposed  criminality  of  Mr.  Beckford  was  very  doubtful^ 
and  far  from  being  satisfa^lory.  .   .     ; 

Mr.  Grenville  replied,  that  Mr.  Beckford's  case  rested  on 
thQ  same  ground  with  the  rest,  for  the  aft  against  bribery , 
makes  no  dilference  between  aftual  bribery  and  a  promise  to 
bribe.  '    • 

Mr.  Dunning  urged  the  impropriety  of  prosecuting  on  the 
statute,  in  order  to  recover  the  penalties ;  but  said,  he  presunv- 
ed  the  prosecution  would  be  carried  on  against  the  offence^ 
as  it  stood  by  common  kw,  in  which  event .  it  would,  answer 
very  little .  purpose  j  as  after  conviftion,  it  would  lie  in.  the 
breast  of  the  court  to  inflift  what  degree  of  punishment  they 
pleased,  such  as  a  fine  of  5s.  or  a  month's  imprisonment* 

Mr.  Grenville  answered  that  it  was  no  part  of  his  motion  to 
direft  the  mode  of  prosecution ;  that  all  the  House  meant  to 
do,  was  to  give  direftions  for  carrying  it  on,  but  he  could  see 
no  impropriety  in  prosecuting  on  the  statute,  nor  of  applying 
the  penalties,  if  recovered,  towards  defraying  the  expence. 

Hon.  Mr.  Temple  LuttreL  However  seriously  the  business 
of  this  day  may  end,  I  can  but.  observe,  as  a  scene  truly  farci- 
cal, the  air  of  surprize  and  of  abhorrence  with  certain  gen- 
tlemen facing  me  put  on  at  hearing  of  bribery  in  a  borough 
.  eleftion  j  somewhat  like  the  stern  legislators  of  old,  who  were 
to  decide  upon  a  crime  against  which  the  law  had  provided  iio 
punishment,  holding  it  of  too  black  a  dye  for  human  nature  to 
commit. 

Sir,  I  have  always  understood  candor  and  moderation  to 
be  among  the  best  attributes  of  a  judge  ;  that  while  he  is  sit- 
ting in  judgment  upon  the  iniquity  of  others,  he  should  him- 
self be  clad  with  the  robe  01  innocence.  Sir,  we  seem  com- 
pletely to  have  adopted  the  Spartan  maxim,  that  guilt  belongs 
rather  to  the  misfortune  of  being  found  out,  that  to  the  aftual 
commission  of  of  a  bad  oflence.  • 

It  may  indeed  be  prudent  or  incumbent  upon  us^to  render 
more  effeftual  the  statutes  now  in  being  against  such  eleftxirs 
as  sell  their  votes :  but  there  are,  I  pj^esume  no  parUamen- 

:     .  .tary 
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tary  regalations,  as  to  candidates  who  attempt  to  purchase  a 
seat,  excepting  the  statute  for  bribery,  which  lays  a  fine  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  and  which  can  be  recovered,  as  the  law 
stands  at  this  day,  so  as  to  answer  the  charges  of  prosecution^ 
and  carry  with  it  an  adequate  punishment  to  the  guilty.  The 
candidate  is  not  a  trustee  for  the  piiblic,  as  is  the  case  with  the 
deftor,  who  ought  freely  and  conscientiously  to  return  such 
substitute  as  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  discharge  the  important 
duties  of  a  member  of  Parliament.  The  candidate  may  per- 
hajpS  be  a  man  of  considerable  fortune,  and  as  such  deeply  in-* 
terested  in  the  welfare  of  the  state  ;  and  however  indireft  the 
tneans  he  uses  to  succeed,  the  ends.he  has  in  view  may  not  h6 
illaudable ;  though  he  gain  a  seat  by  undue  influence,  he.  may 
for  his  own  sake  aft  in  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  coinmunity ; 
and  if  he  escape  deteftion,  he  will  scarce  be  accounted  among 
the  most  dependent  members  of  your  body.  If  (like  the  pre- 
sent objefts  of  your  wrath)  he  be  convifted  of  bribing,  he  must 
lose  the  favourite  design  of  his  ambition,  he  is  disgracefully 
cut  off  from  Parliament,  and  liable  to  numberless  aftions  of 
500I.  each  5  which.  Sir,  I  repeat  again,  will,  in  my  humblcf 
conception,  amount  to  a  punishment  not  far  short  of  his 
crime.  Besides,  in  the  recent  cases  before  us,  the  receiver^ 
of  the  bribes  have  perhaps  been  the  corruptors.  Here  were 
no  snares  to  entrap  the  unwary,  no  proffered  temptation  to 
pervert  the  innocent  minds  of  a  simple  set  of  rustics.  A  fixed 
system  of  venality  has,  it  seems,  been  delivered  down  at  Hin- 
don,  from  sire  to  son,  through  many  generations  ;  and  a  can* 
didate,  with  the. talents  of  a  Burleigh,  added  to  the  integrity 
of  a  Tillotson,  and  every  polite  grace  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney  $ 
in  short,  with  all  the  pretensions  of  the  honourable  membei' 
who  made  this  motion,  must  have  stood  little  chance  against 
the  devil  himself,  with  a  dancing  punch  for  his  canvasser.  But^ 
Sir,  though  I  hold  it  expedient  to  check  these  glaring  abuses, 
I  am  persuaded  that  the  head-strong  voters  of  Hindon  saw  not 
the  full  scope  of  their  wickedness  5  they  have  sinned  after  the 
highest  examples  in  this  country,  with  the  extenuation,  that 
the  sin  has  in  them  proceeded  rather  from  bad  habit  than  had 
ieartf.  And,  Sir,  where  the  laws  have  lain  long  dormant,  as 
has  been  too  sensibly  the  case  throughout  Great  Britain  in 
bribery  at  cleftions  (as  well  with  regard  to  the  giver  as  the 
receiver),  they  should  not,  I  think,  be  thus  suddenly  awakened 
to  their  fullest  exertion  and  rigour.  Recolleft,  Sir,  that  an  ho* 
Bourable  member  over  the  way  [Sir  John  Wrottesley]  has 
given  us  hopes  he  will  introduce  a  bill,  at  the  opening  of  the 
next  session,  which  must  perfisfUy  remedy  the  alarming  evil 
Aow  in  question*  « 
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Respecting  tke  complaint  about  an  oriental  torrent^  we  arc  t(| 
observe,  that  the  principal  aAors  at  Shafbbiuy  and  at  Hindca 
are  Nabobs,  a  species  of  animal  which  it  has  become  the  bb*' 
shion  of  the  times  to  hunt  down  with  a  degree  of  ferocity  and 
inhumanity,  that  men,  endued  by  nature  with  the  voy  best 
feelings,  openly  profess  against  whatever  game  they  dean  fit- 
test for  their  sport.  Sir,  it  is  objecbed  to  these  Nabobs,  that 
they  have  amassed  riches  wath  more  rapidity  than  pains  or  de- 
sert ;  that  some  individauls  of  them  have,  by  unwarrantable, 
not  to  say  savage  practices,  attained  to  wealth  and  pre-emi- 
nence in  these  kingdoms.  But  1  see  gentlemen  in  the  very 
front  line  of  this  enquiry  who  will,  I  should  think,  scarce 
quarrel  with  them  on  that  score ;  and  indiscriminately  to  cry 
down  any  set  of  men  whate\'er,  undor  a  general  denominationf 
involving  the  worthy  with  the  unwortliy,  the  guilty  with  the 
guiltless,  is  so  far  from  being  a  commendable  pursuit,  that  it 
ought  to  meet  speedy  discountenance  from  the  justice,  the 
honour,  and  unpartiality  of  the  House  of  Conunons.  Batf 
Sir,  I  am  sorry  to  perceive  something  like  the  dregs  of  that 
envy  and  rancour  which  the  last  Parliament  (frontless  as  it 
was  in  many  of  its  misdeeds)  upon  mature  consideration, 
blushed  to  have  ever  harboured  against  a  noble  [Lord  Clivel 
now  deceased,  who  stood  on  this  floor  to  a  very  fiery  ordeal*. 
With  all  his  imperfections,  Sir,  he  surely  possessed  eminent 
qualities,  and  was  a  usefiil  subject  to  this  empire.  Sir,  these 
Nabobs  have  poured  immense  treasures  into  the  lap  of  the 
British  monarchy ;  and  were  I  now  to  seleA  a  character  as  a 
peculiar  ornament  to  your  own  body,  while  he  does  honour 
to  human  nature,  I  should  point  to  a  man  who  owies  his  con- 
sequence and  his  property  to  Indian  traffic* 

But,  says  the  country  gentleman,  why  should  these  Nabobs 
obtrude  upon  our  hereditary  and  natural  interest  ?  Sir,  in  a 
conunercial  land  like  oiu's,  I  wt)uld  call  that  no  unnatural  in- 
terest, ii[Jiich  arises  from  emigrative  adventure  and  successful 
industry.  If  trade  had  never  sat  her  foot  on  the  proud,  beg- 
garly dominion  of  your  home-keeping  feiidists,  we  should 
hardly  have  become  the  free,  opulent,  glorious  nation  we  now 
find  ourselves.  Are  you  again,  Sir,  desirous  to  see  aristocracy 
hold  the  Commons  in  vassalage  ?  There  are  but  too  many  bo- 
roughs still  held  by  so  unconstitutional  a  tenure.  One  Jew 
broker,  with  a  borough  like  that  of  Old  Sarum  in  his  pocket, 
may  surely  wound  tlie  privileges  and  independency  of  Parlia- 

*  Lord  Pigot  •,  or,  most  probably,  Mr.  Robert  Gregoty, 
member  for  Rochester. 
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'xnent  full  as  deep  as  all  the  psrofligate  Christians  '6f  tht  N^^ 
IShoreham  club.  Sir,  the  more  contrafted  the  (!hannel  for 
briberyy  the  better  will  be  the  chance  for  secrecy,  and  the  mot^ 
danger  to  the  public  of  illicit  contrafts. 

'Let  those  patriots  who  seei>i  to  be  staunch  and  high-scented 
against  the  corruption  of  these  our  degenerate  days  not  thus 
stand  pruning  the  shoots  merely  to  make  the  tree  flourish 
with  more  genial  luxuriancy.  Let  them,  if  they  are  in  ear- 
nest, lay  the  axe  to  the  rOot  of  the  evil.  It  is  a  great,  a  ne- 
cessary task,  and  they  will  find  full  work  enough  for  their 
eager  virtue.  But  why  will  they  confine  themselves  to  the 
■east?  They  should  turn  their  eyes  to  a  different  point  of  the 
compass. 

The  increase  of  corruption  is  owing  to  a  total  exemption 
from  punishment  in  certain  elevated  station^,  not  to  the  temper 
and  mildness  of  your  laws.  An  excellent  classical  writer 
says,  in  praise  of  the  greatest  nation  this  world  has  known, 
that  no  jieopie  were  ever  fonder  of  moderation  in  punishments 
than  they  were.  But,  Sir,  I  trust  the  inhabitants  of  this 
island  arc  full  as  well  entitled  to  that  encomium,  and  will  still 
continue  to  be  so. 

As  long  as  I  have  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  will 
at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasions,  stedfastly  resist  oppression 
or  partial  severity  from  whatsoever  quarter  it  may  Come. 

The  franchise- of  every  citizen  constitutes  a  part  of  the  public 
liberty,  and  ought  therefore  to  bef  touched  with  a  very  deli- 
cate hand.  But,  Sir,  above  all,  I  am  for  circumspedKon,  and 
a  lenient  chastisement  in  these  cases,  lest  by  attempting  to  re- 
form a  lesser  mischief,  we  induce  a  greater,  and  an  incorri- 
gible one.  Consider,  Sir,  the  extreme  profligacy  of  many  of 
the  lower  orders  of  men  who  have  appeared  before  your  clec* 
tion  committees,  and  how  little  they  regard  the  crime  or  jpu-p 
nishment  of  purjury.  Might  it  not  be  pra^icablc  to  suborn 
«ttch  wretches  falselv  to  swear  to  the  adhial  commission  of  bri- 
bery  in  a  candidate  ?  And  how  easily  may  disappointed  ambi- 
tion, party  vengeance,  or  state  intrigue,  urge  on  the  ruin  of 
the  guiltless  in  bills  of  pains  and  penalties  ? 

I  fear.  Sir,  by  putting  the  happiness  and  political  existence 
both  of  the  candidates  and  electors  in  the  power  of  a  ministe- 
rial majority,  and  by  giving  such  majority  a  plea  to  new  mold 
vour  cities  and  borough  towns,  you  will  defeat  the  main  objeft 
i)f  Mr.  Grenville's  bilL 

Sir,  as  this  is  the  first  occasion  I  have  had  to  mention  Mr. 
Grenville,  I  must  request  the  indulgence  of  the  House  a  mi- 
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nute  longer,  while  I  offer  up  my  tributary  incense  to  the  nrnnet 
of  that  great  man;  and,  Sir^  I  presume  it  will  not  ill  become 
me,  whose  name,  at  the  opening  of  the  present  Parliaiiient» 
stood  at  the  head  of  a  long  list  of  petitioners  for  justice  before 
your  new  tribunal.  Sir,  I  never  enter  these  walls— I  never 
pass  from,  them,  with  Westminster-abbey  full  in  sight,  but  I 
consider  that  edifice,  however  costly,  however  crouded,  to  be 
essentially  defe<Sti^e  as  to  its  internal  construction,  while  it 
wants  a  monument  in  memory  of  Mr.  Crenville»  I  know, 
$ir,  when  he  gave  to  this  House  the  Palladium  of  the  British 
constitution,  he  established  a  monument  to  his  own  fame, 
4tre  perenuius\  a  monument  which  cannqt  decay  while  history 
shall  exist;  but  I  could  wish  that  the  sense  we  all  have  of  the 
blessings  resulting  to  our  country  bom  his  divine  aft,  were 
recorded  in  yon  venerable  pile,  which  the  gratitude  of  our 
forefathers  has,  through  a  long  series  of  ages,  made  sacred  to 
political  wisdom  and  god- like  atchievement. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  names  of  Richard  Smyth,  and 
Thomas  Brand  HoUis,  Esq.  and  agreed  to  without  any  further 
oppositioi^ 

When  the  name  of  James  Calthorp,  Esq.  was  mentionedt 
next  in  order,  some  gentlemen  contended,  that  as  this  gentle- 
man's agency  .was  brought  home  to  him  by  only  one  witness, 
and  that  witness  being  Chant,  who  was  now  suffering  under 
a  conunitmcnt  for  prevaricating  and  giving  false  evidence  be- 
fore a  committee  of  this  House,  they  thought  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely improper  to  order  a  prosecution  upon  so  slight  and 
doubtful  testimony.  To  this  it  was  replied,  that  an  opinion 
had  obtained  among  the  lower  sort  of  people,  that  they  were 
not  bound  to  tell  the  truth,  because  they  were  not  upon  oath 
at  the  bar,  as  before  the  committee ;  but  that  however  Chant's 
testimony  was  not  the  only  proof  that  the  money  given 
through  the  hole  in  the  malt-house  was  distributed  by  Becket 
and  Bye,  two  of  Mr.  Calthorpe's  agents.  The  question  was 
at  length  put,  and  the  House  divided;  ayes  109,  noes  23. 

The  same  mode  of  reasoning  was  used  by  Mr.  Dunning  and 
two  or  three  more,  in  defence  of  Mr.  Beckford,  but  tl^ 
question  being  put,  the  House  again  divided;  ayes  104,  noes  21  • 

May  9. 

Report  from  the  committee  on  the  bill  for  granting  the 
rock  called  the  Smalls  to  Mr.  Philips  of  LiverpooL  The  mo- 
tion to  receive  the  report  was  opposed  ^  but  on  a  divisioQ  wa3 
carried  64  against  47. 

Private  business. 

Committee 
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May  10. 
"    Gomtnittee  of  supply. 
Private  business. 
'  May  11. 

Spencer  and  Becket,  the  two  Hindon  voters  who  had  absent- 
ed themselves,  surrendered,  and  were  committed  to  Newgate. 
Mr.  Gilbert  reported  from  the  committee  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  view  and  consider  the  several  laws  which  concern 
the  relief  and  settlement  of  the  poor,  and  the  laws  relating  to 
A^agrants;  and  also  the  state  of  the  several  houses  of  correction, 
within  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  and  to  rc- 
^rt  the  same,  with  their  opinion  thereupon,  from  time  to 
time,  to  the  House,  (see  page  376  and  437).  That  the  com- 
mittee had  come  to  several  resolutions,  which  they  had  di- 
rected him  to  report  to  the  House;  and  he  read  the  report  hi 
his  place,  and  afterwards  delivered  it  in  at  the  table,  where  the 
same  was  read,  and  are  as  followeth,  viz. 

Kesolvedy  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the 
houses  to  be  provided  for  the  general  reception  of  the  poor, . 
ought  to  be  limited  by  the  a6t,  so  as  not  to  exceed  a  certain 
number  for  each  rcspe^Stive  county,  or  the  number  for  each 
county  should  be  ascertained  by  the  aCtj  and  that  the  gover- 
nors should  have  power  to  borrow  money  upon  the  credit  of 
the  poor^s  rates,  for  providing  and  furnishing  the  necessary 
buildings,  and  also  for  buying  a  convenient  stock  of  materiab ' 
and  utensils  for  employing  the  poor. 

/  Resohed^  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  all 
cities  and  towns,  which  are  counties  of  themselves,  should  be 
considered  as  distinct  counties;  but  the  qualification  of  their 
governors  should  be  less  than  those  required  in  the  counties 
at  large. 

Resolvedy  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
every  person,  qualified  to  aCt  as  a  governor,  ought  to  send  his 
name  and  place  of  abode  to  the  clerk  of  the  district  wherein 
he  resides,  at  the  first  and  every  annual  meeting  of  the  gover- 
nors fonthat  district,  or  for  every  negleCt  to  forfeit   a  sum  of 
money;    and-  that  the  clerk,  at  every  such  meeting,  shall 
produce  a  list  containing  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the 
governors  so  transmitted  to  him,  which  he  shall  divide  into 
twelve  equal  parts,  as  near  as  may  be,  and  the  fractional  parts 
shall  be  distributed,  by  adding  one  to  each  month,  as  far  as 
they  will  extend,  beginning  with  the  month  of  Jimuary,  and 
Droceeding   to  each   succeeding   month;  that  the   name   of 
every,  such  governor  shall  be  wrote  on  a  small  piece  of  paper, 
sad  put  intQ  a  glass  pr  box,  from  whence  the  clerk,  or  some 
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gi,  vcmor  jwetcnt,  shall  draw  so  many  names  as  nnder  such  rc- 
gii'Jii'in  s  ari  belong  to  the  itionth  of  January,  and  in  Hke 
Diouner  tor  each  succeeding  month,  and  the  names  so  drawn 
shall  b^  entered  by  the  clerk  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that 
purpose;  but  liberty  should  be  given  for  one  governor  to  ex- 
c:iaii|;e  tiis  month  with  another,  upon  notifying  the  same  t» 
tiie  clerk,  and  having  an  entry  made  thereof  in  the  said  book, 
one  wccK  at  least  before  the  monthly  meeting  ;  and  that  evay 
governor,  so  drawn  or  exchanged,  shall  either  attend  sucll 
u  onthly  meeting  of  the  governors,  or  forfeit  a  sum  of  moneyi 
but  in  case  any  governor,  fro.n  sickness,  or  any  other  una- 
vuidable  cause  to  be  allowed  by  th?  governors  at  such  monthly 
nii:^ting,  shall  be  unable  to  attcnil,  and  shall  procure  another 
governor  to  attend  in  his  pLcc,  be  shall  be  excused  such  pe> 
uahy. 

Kfsoived,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  th« 
afl  passed  in  the  1 7th  year  of  the  reign  of  his  late  Majesty 
King  George  tlic  Scjond,  intituled,  "  An  a£t  to  amend  and 
make  more  cAcdhial  the  laws  relating  to  rogues,  vagabonds, 
and  other  idle  am]  disorderly  person*,  and  to  houses  of  correc- 
tion," sliould  be  explained  a  id  amended,  by  a  separate  aA,  in 
Biich  manner  as  will  be  most  likely  to  enforce  the  execution 
thereof,  and  prevent  the  practice  of  begging  in  the  streets  mi 
lii;^hways,  pernicious  in  its  consequences, and  highly  disgraceful 
to  tills  coin\tryi  which  praftice  will  be  without  the  least  ex- 
cuse wl'.en  these  regulations  take  place,  by  which  the  dis- 
n"i.ssi.'s  of  the  jx>or  will  upon  all  occasions  be  speedily  and 
cu-ufiirtably  relieved;  and  the  amendments  should  also  be  so 
a<.lapted,  ;u  to  prevent  im)>ositicns  and  abuses  upoti  thepuUi^ 
in  luu  apprehending  and  passing  of  vagrants. 

JiiSiliMiJ,  'I'liat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  thit 
o^tcr  houses  of  corre^^jon  should  be  provided,  at  the  houses 
r  the  gener:il  reception  of  the  poor  iu  every  distrifV,  for  the 
niorc  cuiiv anient  inspvi:iiiin  of  the  governors,  but  so  separated 
from  the  other  buildii^,  as  to  prevent  any  improper  commit ,. 
nidation  tn^rcwithi  ami  that  iJk  rule»>  orders,  and  r 
tiou-i,  should  lie  ostablishea» 
as  may  m.tko  them  eflfe 
ycro  intruded  by  tin 
Adjouructl  to 

Mr.  Burir 

Thu  i:  WM 
York,  a  1 
douiiowii: 
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pire,  and  which  had  ever  contributed  as  m«ch  aS  any^  in  us 
proportion  to  the  defence  and  wealth  of  the  whole. 

That  it  was  a  complaint  in  the  form  of  a  temoDStrancCy  of 
several  afls  of  Parliament,  some  of  which  (as  they  affirmed) 
had  .established  ^r/«rz^/^j,  and  others  had  made  regulations  sub* 
versive  of  the  rights  of  English  subje£i:s.  That  he  did  not 
know  whether  the  House  would  approve  of  every  opinion 
contained  in  that  paper;  but  as  nothing  could  be  more  decent 
and  respectful  than  the  whole  tenor  and  language  of  the  re* 
monstrance,  a  mere  mistake  in  opinion  upon  any  one  pointy 
ought  not  to  hinder  them  from  receiving  it,  and  granting  re^ 
dress  on  such  other  matters  as  might  be  really  grievous,  and 
which  were  not  necessarily  connefted  with  that  erroneous 
opinion.  They  never  had  before  them  so  fair  an  opportunity 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  unhappy  disputes  with  the  colonies 
as  at  present;  and  he  conjured  them,  in  the  most  earnest 
inanner,  not  to  l^  it  escape,  as  possibly  the  like  might  never 
return.  He  thought  this  application  from  America  so  very 
desirable  to  the  House,  that  he  could  have  made  no  sort  of 
doubt  of  their  entering  heartily  into  his  ideas,  if  Lord  Nwth 
%OQie  days  before,  in  opening  the  budget,  had  not  gone  out 
of  his  way,  to  make  a  pancT;yric  on  the  last  Parliament;  and 
in  particular  to  commend  as  a6ts  of  lenity  and  mercy,  those 
Very  laws  which  the  remonstrance  considers  as  intolerable 
grievances.  This  circumstance  indeed  did  somewhat  abate 
the  sanguine  hop^s  of  success  which  he  had  entertained  from 
this  dutiful  procedure  of  the  colony  of  New  York.  That  he 
was  so  ill  as  not  to  be  able  to  trouble  them,  if  he  wfere  wil- 
ling, with  a  long  speech.  He  hp.d  several  times  in  the  session 
expressed  his  sentiments  very  fully  upon  every  thing  contained 
in  that  remonstrance;  as  for  the  rest  it  spoke  so  strongly 
for  itself  that  he  did  not  see  how  people  in  their  senses  could 
refuse  at  least  the  consideration  of  so  reasonable  and  descent 
an  address. 

He  tiien  stated  the  heads  of  the  remonstrance,  which  he 
amoved  for  leave  to  bring  up.  Lord  North  moved  an  amend^^ 
ment  as  follows :  a  paper,  intituled,  *'  The  representation  and 
remonstrance  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  colony  of  New 
Tork,  being  offered  to  be  presented  to  the  House;  the  House 
was  moved,  that  the  entry  in  tlie  journals  of  the  House,  of  the 
7th  of  December,  1768,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House^ 
touching  the  petition  of  the  representatives  of  freemen  inas- 
^mbly  of  Pennsylvania,  then  offered  to  be  presented  to  the 
House  might  be  read,  and  the  same  was  read  accordingly." 

The  House  was  also  mpyedf  %bat  "  zn  wQl  made  in  the 
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tixthyear  of  the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  intitiiled  an  a6l 
for  the  better  securing  the  dependency  of  his  Majesty's  dbmi-^ 
nions  in  America  upon  the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great 
Britain  might  be  read,  and  the  same  was  read  accordingly.** 
■  Lord  North  spoke  greatly  in  favour  of  New  York,  and  said 
that  he  would  gladly  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  shew  his 
regard  to  the  good  behaviour  of  that  colony :  but  the  h(»iOur 
of  Pariiamient  required,  that  no  paper  should  be  presented. to 
that  House,  which  tended  to  call  in  question  the  unlimited 
irights  of  Parliament.  That  they  had  already  rebxed  in  very 
essential  points:  but  could  not  so  much  as  hear  of  any  thing 
which  tended  to  call  in  question  their  right  of  taxing.  As  to 
the  Quebec  duties,  by  which  the  province  of  New  York  was 
affeAeS,  as  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  infallible,  he  confessed 
they  were  not  laid  exadlly  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  he  was 
wilUng  to  give  satisfadtion  in  that  point  immediately.  This 
however  was  but  a  trifle  to  the  general  obje^  of  the  remon- 
strance. 

Mr.  Cruger,  No  person  can  be  less  disposed  to  trouble  the 
House  than  I  am;  but  when  a  subject  so  important  and  inte- 
resting is  before  us,  I  am  confident  I  shall  be  forgiven,  though 
1  intrude  on  your  patience  for  a  few  minutes. 

Sir,  I  pant  after  peace  between  this  country  and  its  colo- 
nies, and  will  gladly  join  my  feeble  voice  to  any  proposal  or 
^  overture  that  tends  to  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  dispute. 
Any  other  mode  of  determining  it  must  inevitably  injure  both. 
The  strength  and  prosperity  of  Great  Britain  and  America 
have  a  common  foundation;  they  stand  on  the  same  basis, 
and  one  cannot  be  shaken  without  endangering  the  other.  It 
is  therefore  the  interest  of  both  parties  to  discover  a  dbposi- 
tion  to  be  reconciled,  not  to  be  too  severe  in  marking  each 
others  errors,  to  remember  their  old  friendship,  and  calmly 
and  disspasionately  advance  to  a  renewal  of  confidence  for  the 
future. 

The  assembly  of  New  York  have  pursued  this  path;  they 
have  endeavoured  to  put  a  truce  to  resentment  and  tumult,— 
and,  while  the  other  colonies  (in  the  frenzy  of  riot,  commotion 
and  despair)  have  nearly  annihilated  the  powers  of  their  legis* 
latures,  and  rush  on  to  civil  war,  they  dutifiilly  submit  theil: 
complaints  to  the  clemency  of  tiie  mother  country,  , 

Such  conduct,  Sir,  cannot  but  meet  the  approbation  of  this 
House.  The  legislature  cannot  but  invite  subjedh  thus  peace- 
fully to  pursue  every  legal  way  of  redress:  on  the  contrary, 
should  this  application  be  attended  with  no  success,  the  colo* 
nies  will  be  discouraged  from  such  attempts,  and  the  assembly 

,  of 
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of  New  York  be  driven .  into  the  common  stream  of  opposi- 
tion, to  escape  the  charge  of  ineffe<Sluai  and  imprudent  singu* 
larity.  Although  almost  every  other  colony  on  the  continent 
has  transferred ,  the  business  of  petitioning  from  their  own 
proper  legislature  to  a  general  congress,  the  province  of  New 
York  has  ventured  to  be  singular  in  reverence  and  obedioioe 
to  her  colonial  constitution,  and  has  resolutely  adhered  to  her 
duty,  uninfluenced  by  the  example  of  her  neighbours. 

Policy  and  justice  recommend  the  encouragement  of  such 
a  spirit  and  condu6l.  It  will  induce  others  to  copy  their- ex- 
ample 5  the  citizens  of  New  York  have,  during  the  present 
unhappy  dispute,  distinguished  themselves  by  their  temperate 
condLi<Sfc.  If  they  meet  the  protection  and  patronage  of  go- 
vernment, they  will  be  animated  to  pursue  the  same  path  with 
greater  alacrity  and  firmness. 

In  their  present  addresses  to  the  tlarone,-and  both  Houses 
pf  Parliament,  though  they  m  ly  have  extended  their  claims 
and  complaints  a  little  too  far,  still  let  us  make  a  generous  al- 
lowance for  the  di^culty  of  their  situation:  they  could  not 
at  this  particular  crisis,  wholly  disregard  the  opinion  of  their 
sister  colonies,  and  indeed,  every  lover  of  this  liberal  constitth- 
tion,  cannot  but  (at  least)  forgive  the  apprehension  and  dis- 
quietudes of  Freemen,  under  a  claim  which  stamps  them  with 
the  chara<^er  of  slaves.  I  mean  the  claim  held  up  by  this 
country  of  binding  them,  without  the  consent  or  security  of 
their  own  representatives,  in  all  cases  whatever—  than  which 
there  cannot  be  a  more  compleat  description  of  the  most  igno- 
minious servitude  ;  and  it  is  reserved  to  distinguish  the  admi- 
nistration of  this  day— to  assign  as  a. reason  for  rejedKng  a  pe^- 
tition  from  British  subjects  and  in  an  English  House  of  Com- 
mons,  that  they  claimed  a  right  of  giving  and  granting  their 
own  money  by  their  own  representatives. 

And,  Sir,  as  a  refutation  of  many  unjust  charges  alledged- 
against  them,  they  particularly  disclaim  all  intentions  and  de- 
sire of  independence.  They  confess  the  necessity  of  a  super- 
intending power  in  Parliament,  and  explicitly  state  their  con- 
vidlion  of  its  utility  and  equity  when  exercised  for  the  regula- 
tion of  trade.  They  look  "up  to  the  legislature  for  redress; 
they  epitreat  the  exertions  of  its  wisdom  and  benevolence  to 
propose  sind  adopt  some  method  to  terminate  the  present  de- 
stniAive  dispiitei  for  the  happiness  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
both  countries*  They -gratefully  acknowledge  the  blessing 
which  they  have  derived  |rom  the  parental  state;  they  deeply 
lament  the  intemiption  of  your  affection,  and  hope  to  avert 
your  indyMtJQO  by  remoo^^nMice  and  prayer*    .What  more 

humble 
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juxmble  would  Englishmen  ask  £rom  Englidimen  and  the  sons 
jci  Englishmen  ? 

Permit  me  then,  Sir,  to  beseech  the  House  not  to  turn  a  deaf 
«€ar  to  their  requests;  but  to  embrace  the  first  favourable  op- 
portunity of  bringing  them  back  to  their  duty,  and  leading 
them  on  to  higher  a£b  of  obedience  by  new  instances  on  our 
part»  of  mildness,  remission,  and  friendship. 

Mr.  CoTfiwaii  said  it  was  contrary  to  every  idea  of  the  su- 
premacy of  Parliament,  to  receive  a  paper  in  which  the  legis- 
lative rights  of  Parliament  were  denied-,  before  such  a  paper 
could  be  brought  up  the  declaratory  aft  ought  to  be  repeded; 
but  the  paper  was  not  of  that  magnitude;  it  was  only  from 
twenty-six  individuals.     [The  number  of  tie  New  Tork  assent' 

Mr.  Jenkinsoriy  on  the  same  side,  urged  that  the  House  had 
never  received  petitions  of  this  nature:  but  that  here  the  name 
of  a  petition  was  studiously  avoided,  lest  any  thing  like  an 
obedience  to  Parliament  should  be  acknowledged.  The  oppo- 
sition of  the  colonies  was  not  so  much  against  the  tax  which 
gave  rise  to  the  presem  dispute,  as  to  the  whole  legislative  au- 
thority of  Parliament,  and  to  any  restri£hons  of  their  trade. 
He  reprobated  every  part  of  the  remonstrance,  and  therefore 
was  not  for  suffering  so  disrespedlful  a  paper  to  be  brought  up. 

Mr.  Aubrey.  After  all  the  abilities  that  have  been  exert«i 
.this  session  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  America,  it  would  be 
inexcusable  in  me  were  I  to  presume  to  detain  the  House  more 
than  a  few  moments  with  anything  that  I  might  have  to  offer 
upon  the  subjeft  before  us :  but,  as  I  have  A^entured  to  deliver 
my  sentiments  here  upon  some  occasions,  I  am  unwiUing  to 
give  a  silent  vote  upon  this:  because  I  think  it  a  very  critical 
as  well  as  a  very  important  one.  The  petitioners,  'tis  true,  who 
now  apply  to  us,  remonstrate  against  our  right  of  internal  taxa- 
tion ;  but  they  acknowledge,  with  great  decency  and  great 
respecl,  the  supreme  government  of  this  legislature  over  the 
whole  empire,  as  well  as  its  authority,  to  the  utmost  extent, 
to  regulate  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  colonies,  and  at 
the  same  time  they  give  us  the  strongest  assurances  "  that 
^*  they  are,  as  they  ever  have  been,  ready  to  bear  their  full 
*'  proportion  of  aids,  whenever  the  crown,  with  the  consent 

and  approbation  of  Parliament,  may  make  such  requisitions 

as  the  public  service  shall  call  for."  Sir,  this  remonstrance 
may  be  in  opposition  to  our  declaratory  aft:  but  it  is  in  dc^ 
fence  of  their  customary  and  prescriptive  exemption  fiXMn  Bri- 
tish taxation  ;  the  loss  of  which  exemption  will  put  them  into 
the  condition  of  slaves^  whose  all  will  depend'Oiiljr  vpon  th^ 

justice 
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justice  or  generosity  of  their  masters.     Though  I  am  ready 
Sir,  to  declare  in  the  words  of  the  greatest  minister  this  couA'^ 
try  knows,  that  I  think  "  we  have  no  right*  under  heaven  to 
tax  the  Americans  without  their  consent  j*'  yet  for  the  sake  oif 
argument,  I  will  admit  that  such  a  right,  if  we  reason- stri^jr 
and  logically,  may  be  made  out  partly  from  the  words^  of  some 
of  their  charters,  and  partly  upon  the  nature  of  sovere^ty 
itself:    but  whatever  the  right   may  be,  every  one  knowi . 
that  till  of  late  it  was  never  exercised,  and  was  therefor^ 
grown  at  best  obsolete,  if  a  thing  never  practised  can- propei*ly 
be  called  so.     Now  a  right  that  is  become  obsolete  ii^  very  near 
ii  kin  to  no  right  at  all  ^  and  when   revived  is  as  offensive  2t 
if  it  had  never  previously  existed.  Amongthe  oppressive  mea- 
sures of  king  Charles  the  first,  which  are  now  allowed,  I 
should  believe,  on  all  hands  to  have  been  oppressive,  it  was 
lione  of  the  least  that  he  revived  obsolete  claims.  *  Indeed  some 
of  our  modem  historians  (and  those  I  allude  to  are  at  p-esent 
most  in  &shion)  have  reduced  the  whole  of  his  oj^essions  ti> 
this  denomination:  but.  Sir,  this  nation  was  incensed,  and. 
the  greater  part  rose  in  arms  against  him  for  this  practice* 
And  do  we  wonder  that  the  Americans  are  so  little  disposed  to 
claims  that  had  laid  dormant  so  long,  and  which  few  of  them^ 
if  any,  had  ever  so  much  as  heard  of?  After  looking  back- 
yrard  to  the  origin  of  this  right,  let  us  now  look  forward  td 
its  consequences — And  here  the  j  Americans  seem  equally  ex» 
tusable  for  not  admitting  a  principle  which  may  be  abused  to 
their  ruin,  and  which  is  not  unlikely  to  be  so  abused.     When- 
ever  a  minister  wants  money  for  bad  purposes,  and  finds  the 
pation  clamorous  against  his  raising  it  at  home,  what  so  natural 
ibr  him  as  to  supply  his  wants  by  the  plunder  of  another  nation, 
Vf  hose  clamours  either  do  not  reach  him,  or  from  their  dist^nc^ 
are  too  weak  to  disturb  his  repose.     The  temptation.  Sir,  is  as 
great  as  the  necessities  of  ministers  are  firequent ;  zxid  both 
together,  will  easily  overcome  their  scruples.     I  cannot  there* 
fore  think  that  the  Americans  can  be  too  tenacious  of  that 
customary  privilege  of  taxing  themselves,  which  is  their  only 
security  against  being  reduced  to  beggary  and  famine.     Alid 
I  shall  only  farther  add  (since,  as  I  observed  before,  this  sub* 
jeft  has  been  so  much  more  ably  spoken  to)  that  as  long  as  go- 
vernment persists  in  attempting  to  tax  the  Americans  without 
their  consent,  so  long  shall  I  think  myself  justified  in  taking 
every  opportunity  of  voting  on  the  side  of  that  oppressed,  per- 
haps I  might  say,  devoted  people. 

Mr.  Fox  said,  the  right  of  Parliament  to  tskx  America,  was 
not  simply  denied  in  the  tiemonstrancei  but  as  coupled  with 
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the  exerdse  pf  it.  The  exercise  was  the  thing  complained  of, 
not  tlie  right  itself.  When  the  declaratory  a6l  was  passedj 
asserting  the  right  in  the  fullest. extent,  there  were  notumqltt 
in.  America  no  opposition  to  govemn^ent  in  any  part  of  that 
country :  but  when  the  right  came  to  be  exercised  in  the  man- 
ner we  have  seen>  the  whole  country  was  alarmed,  and  there 
is  an  unanimous  determination  to  oppose  it.  The  right  sim- 
ply is  not  regarded  ^  it  is  the  exercise  of  it  that  is  the  objed 
of  opposition.  It  is  this  exercise  that  has  irritated,  and 
made  almost  desperate  several  of  the  colonies :  but  the  noble 
lord  (Lord  Nordi)  chuses  to  be  consistent ;  he  is  determined 
to  make  them  all  mad  alike.  The  only  province  that  was 
moderate,  and  in  which  England  had  some  friends,  he  now 
treats  with  contempt.  What  will  be  the  consequence,  when 
the  people  of  this  moderate  province  are  informed  of  this  treat- 
ment ?  That  representation  which  the  cool  and  candid  of  this 
moderate  province  had  framed  with  deliberation  and  cautioni 
18  rejefted,  is  not  suffered  to  be  presented,  no  not  even  to  be 
read  by  tbe  clerk.  Wh^  they  hear  this,  they  will  be  inflamed, 
and  hereafter  be  as  distinguished  by  their  violence,  as  they  have 
hitherto  been  by  their  moderation.  It  is  the  only  method  they 
can  take  to  regain  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  their  brethren 
in  the  other  colonies,  who  have  been  offended  at  their  mode- 
ration. Those  who  refuse  to  send  deputies  to  the  congress, 
and  trusted  to  Parliament,  will  appear  ridiculous  in  the  eyes 
of  all  America  ;  it  will  be  proved,  that  those  who  distressed 
and  defied  Parliament,  had  made  a  right,  judgment;  and  those 
who  relied  upon  its  moderation  and  clemency,  had  been  mis- 
taken and  duped.  Tliat  the  consequence  of  this  must  bci 
that  every  friend  the  ministers  have  in  America,  must  either 
abandon  them,  or  lose  all  credit  and  means  of  serving  them  in 
fiiture. 

The  noble  lord  (Lord  North)  acknowledges  the  Quebec 
duties  are  not  laid  exadtiy  as  they  ought  to  be.  This  matter 
is  not  introduced  in  the  remonstrance  on  account  of  its  being 
a  grievance  ;  but  to  shew  how  extremely  ignorant  the  present 
ministers  are  of  the  proper  mode  of  American  taxatiori.  What 
is  there  to  hinder  the  people  of  New  York  from  trading  with 
the  interior  country  as  before  ?  Every' thing  is. just  the  same ; 
there  are  no  troops  to  hinder  them  passing  and  repassing  as 
usual.  Is  there  so  much  as  an  officer  to  receive  ttat  duty 
which  is  dire^ed  to  be  paid  ?  It  is  mentioned  to  convince 
you  of  your  ignorance  in  taxing  America.  You  make  ^n  aA 
of  Parliament  tp  raise  a  revenue  in  that  country,  and  yon  not 
only  make  a  capital  blunder  in  it,  but  stumble  at  the  threshold 
of  coUe^ng  it. 
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Governor  Johnstone  observed,  that  when  Mr.  Wilkes  had 
formerly  presented  a  petition  fiill  of  matter,  which  the  House 
did  not  think  fit  to  enter  into,  they  did  not  prevent  the  peti- 
tion being  brought  up  5  but  separated  the  matter  which  they 
thought  improper,  from  that  which  they  thought  ought  to  be 
heard.  The  House  might  make  use  of  the  same  sele£tion 
here.  .  Ministers  have  long  declared,  they  wished  for  a  duti- 
ful application  from  one  of  the  colonies,  and  now  it  is  come 
they  treat  it  with  scorn  and  indignity.  He  was  severe  on  Mr. 
Cornwall's  sayit^  it  came  only  from  twenty-six  individuals. 
These  twenty-six  are  the'  whole  assembly.  WTien  the  question 
to  adopt  the  measures  recommended  by  the  Congress  was  ne- 
gatived by  a  majority  of  one  Only,  in  this  assemUy  of  twenty- 
$ix  individuals,  the  ministers  were  in  high  spirits  ;  and  these 
individuals  were  then  represented  as  all  America. 

The  question  being  repeatedly  called  called  for,  the  House 
divided  upon  Lord  North's  amendment. 

Mr.  Barkers  motion  was,  that  the  said  representation  and 
remonstrance  be  brought  up. 

Lord  North  amended  the  motion  thus,  **  That  the  said  re- 
presentation  and  remonstrance  (in  which  the  said  assembly 
£laim  to  themselves  rights  derogatory  to,  and  inconsisteiit  with^ 
thedegislative  authority  of  Parliament,  as  declared  by  the  said 
aft)*  be  brought  up."  For  the  amendment  186,  against  it  67. 
And  the  question  so  amended,  being  put,  it  passed  in  the  ne« 
gative* 

The  representation  and  remonstrance  of  the  General  A-ssembly 
'  of  the  Colony  of  New- York, 

Ti  the  honourable  the  Knights^  Citizens^  and  Burgesses  of 
Great  Britain  in  Parliament  assembled* 

Impressed  with  the  warmest  sentiments  of  loyalty  and  af- 
feftion  to  our  most  gracious  Sovereign,  and  zealously  attached 
to  his  person,  family,  and  government,  we,  his  Majesty's  faith- 
ful subjeft^,  the  representatives  of  his  ancient  and  loyal  colony 
of  New-York,  behold  with  the  deepest  concern  the  unhappy 
disputes  subsisting  between  the  mother  country  and  her  colo- 
nies, convinced  that  the  grandeur  and  strength  of  the  British 
Empire,  the  proteftion  and  opulence  of  his  Majesty's  American 
dominions,  and  the  happiness  and  welfare. of  both,  depend  es- 
sentially on  a  restoration  of  harmony  and  affeftion  between 
them  \ — ^we  feel  the  most  ardent  desire  to  promote  a  cordial 
reconcilktion  with  the  parent  state,  which  can  be  rendered 
permanent  and  solid  only  by  ascertaining  the  line  of  parlia- 

*  The  declaratory  aft. 
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mentary  atithority,  and  American  freedom,  on  just,  eqoitaUe, 
and  constitutional  grounds.  To  effcA  these  salutary  purposes^ 
and  to  represent  the  grievances  under  which  we  labour,  by  the 
ianovations  which  have  been  made  in  the  constitutional  mode 
of  government  since  the  close  of  the  last  war,  we  shaU  proceed 
with  that  iirmness  which  becomes  the  descendants  of  Englidi- 
men,  and  a  people  accustomed  to  the  blessings  of  liberty,  and 
at  the  same  time  with  the  deference  and  respeft  which  is  dne 
to  this  august  assembly,  to  shew. 

That  fipom  the  year  1683,  till  the  above-mentioned  period, 
this  colony  has  enjoyed  a  legislature,  consisting  of  three  dis- 
tinA  branches,  a  governor,  council,  and  general  assembly,  un« 
der  which  political  frame  the  representatives  of  the  people  have 
uniformly  exercised  the  right  of  their  own  civil  government, 
and  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  colony. 

It  is  therefore  vith  inexpressible  grief  that  we  have  of  late 
years  seen  measures  adopted  by  the  British  Parlkunent,  sobver* 
$iv^  of  that  constitution  under  which  the  good  people  of  this 
colony  have  always  enjoyed  the  same  rights  and  privil^es  so 
highly  and  deservedly  prized  by  their  fellow-subje^  in  Great 
Britain ;  a  constitution  in  its  infancy  modelled  after  that  of  the 
parent  state,  in  its  grpwth  more  nearly  assimilated  to  it,  and 
tacitly  implied  and  undeniably  recognized  in  the  requisitions 
made  by  the  crown,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  Par* 
jnent. 

An  exemption  from  internal  taxation  and  the  exclnave 
ri^ht  of  providing  for  the  support  of  our  own  civil  government, 
and  the  administration  of  justice  in  this  colony,  we  esteem  our 
undoubted  and  unalienable  rights,  as  Englishmen  ;  but  while 
we  claim  these  essential  rights,  it  is  with  equal  picture  and 
truth  we  can  declare,  that  we  ever  have  been,  and  ever  will  be 
ready  to  bear  our  full  proportion  of  aids  to  the  crown  for  the 
public  service,  and  to  make  provision  for  the  necessary  pur- 
poses, in  as  ample  and  adequate  a  manner  as  the  circumstances 
of  the  colony  will  admit.  Actuated  by  these  sentiments,  while 
we  address  ourselves  to  a  British  House  of  Commons,  which 
has  ever  been  so  sensible  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  so 
tenacious  of  preserving  them  from  violation,  can  it  bea  matter 
of  surprize,  tnat  we  should  feel  the  most  distressing  appre^ 
hensions  from  the  aft  of  the  British  Parliament,  declaring  their 
right  to  bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatever  ?  A  principle 
which  has  been  a^ftually  exercised  by  the  statutes  made  for  the 
sole  and  express  purpose  of  raising  a  revenue  in  America,  espe* 
pecially  for  the  support  of  government,  and  the  other  usual 
and  ordinary  services  of  the  colonies# 

The 
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The  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage  in  causes  civU  and  crimi- 
nal, arising  within  the  colony,  we  consider  as  essential  to  the 
security  of  our  lives  and  liberties,  and  one  of  the  main  pillars 
of  the  constitution,  arid  therefore  view  with  horror  the 
Construftion  of  the  statute  of  the  35  th  of  Henry  the  Vlllth, 
£is  held  up  by  the  joint  address  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  in 
1 769,  advising  his  Majesty  to  send  for  persons  guilty  of  trea* 
sons,'  and  misprisons  of  treasons,  in  the  colony  of  Massachu- 
set's  Bay,  in  order  to  be  tried  in  England  j  and  we  are  equally 
alarmed  at  the  late  afts,  impowering  his  Majesty  to  send  persons 
guilty  of  offences  in  one  colony  to  be  tried  in  anothei^,  or 
within  the  realm  of  England. 

When  we  consider  that  the  coghi^ahce  of  Causes  arising 
on  the  land,  has  by  the  wisdom  of  the  £riglish  con$titutioi^ 
been  appropriated  to  the  courts  o^  common  law,  and  the  ju-* 
risdiftion  of  the  admiralty  confined  to  causes  purely,  marine^ 
we  regard  the  great  alterations  that  have  been  made  in  that 
wholesome  system  of  laws,  by  extending  the  powers  of  the 
courts  of  admiralty,  authorising  the  judges  certificates,  tp 
indemnify  the  prosecutor  from  daniages  he  might  otherwise 
beliable  to,givingthem  a  concurrent  jurisdiction  with  the  courts 
of  common  law,  and  by  that  niearis  depriving  the  American 
subjeft  of  his  trial  by  a  jury,  as  destruftive  to  freedom,  and  in- 
jurious to  our  property. 

We  must  also  complaiii  of  the  aft  of  the  7th  of  George 
the  Third,  chapter  the  jpth,  requiring  the  legislature  of  this 
colony  to  iriake  provision  for  the  expence  of  supplying  troops 
quartered  amongst  us,  with  the  necessaries  prescribed  by  that 
law"  5  and  holding  up  by  any  other,  aft  ^  suspension  of  our 
legislative  powers  till  we  should  have  coimplied,  as  it  would 
have  included  all  the  effefts  of  a  tax,  and  implies  a  distrust  of 
our  steadiness  to  contribute  to  the  service. 

Nor  in  claiming  these  essential  rights  do  We  entertain  the 
most  distant  desir^  of  independence  on  the  parent  kingdom  ; 
we  acknowledge  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britaiil  necessarily 
entitled  to  a  supreme  dtreftion  and  govcfrnment  over  the  whole 
Empire,  for  a  wise,  powerful,  and  hsting  preservation  #f  the 
great  bond  df  union  and  safety  among  aU  the  branches ;  their 
authority  to  regulate  the  trade  of  the  colonies  so  as  to  make 
it  subservient  to  the  Interest  of  the  ihothcJr  country,  and  to 
prevent  its  being  injurious  to  the  other  parts  6f  his  Majesty'6 
dominions,  has  ever  been  fully  recognized ;  but  aii  exemption 
from  duties  on  all  articles  of  commerce  which  we  import 
from  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  the  British  plantations^  or 
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on  commodities  which  do  not  interfere  with  their  produfb  or 
ihanufajbires,  we  cati  justly  claim  }  and  always  expefl  that  out 
commerce  will  be  charged  with  nd  other  than  such  a  necessary 
regard  to  the  trade  and  interest  of  Great  Britain  as  her 
colonies  evidently  demands ;  at  the  same  time  we  humbly 
conceive,  that  the  money  arising  from  all  duties  raised  in  this 
colony  should  be  paid  into  the  colony  tf easury,  to  be  drawn 
by  requisitions  of  the  crown  to  the  general  assemblyi  for  the 
security  and  defence  of  the  whole  empire. 

We  cannot  avoid  mentioning  among  ouf  grievances  the  aft 
Ibr  prohibiting  the  legislature  of  this  colony  from  ps&sing  any 
law  for  the  emission  of  a  paper  currency  to  be  a  le^al  tender 
in  the  colony :  Our  commerce  affords  so  small  A  retuin  of 
specie,  that  without  a  paper  currency,  supported  on  the  credit 
of  the  colony,  our"  trade  and  the  change  of  the  property  must 
liecessarily  decrease ;  without  this  expedient  we  never  should 
have  been  able  to  comply  with  the  requbitions  of  the  crown 
during  the  last  war,  or  to  erant  ready  aids  on  any  sudden 
emergencies.  The  credit  of  our  bills  has  ever  been  secured 
from  depreciation,  by  the  short.periods  limited  for  thdrdur»- 
tron>  and  sinking  them  by  taxes  raised  on  the  people ;  and  the 
liirant  of  this  power  may,  in  future,  prevent  his  Majesty's 
faithful  subjefts  here  from  testifying  their  loyalty  and  afl^Aion 
to  our  gracious  sovereign,  and  from  granting  such  ^ds  as 
may  be  necessary  for  the  general  weal  and  safety  of  the  British 
empire :  nor  can  we  avoid  remonstrating  against  thid  aft, 
ai  an  abridgment  of  the  royal  prerogative,  and  a  violation  of 
bur  legislative  rights. 

We  must  also  complain  of  the  aft  of  the  last  Session  of 
Parliament,  imposing  duties  on  certain  articles  imported  into 
the  province  of  Quebec,  and  restrifting  the  importation  of 
them  to  the  ports  of  Quebec  and  St.  John's  on  the  river 
Sorel,  by  which  the  commerce  formerly  carried  on  by  this 
tolony  with  the  Indians  is  in  a  great;  measure  diverted  into 
another  channel  5  as  by  the  extension  of  the  bounds  of  that 
province  from  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  Ohio,  by  a  statute  of  the 
same  sessions,  a  great  extent  of  country  is  cut  off'  from  this 
colony,  in  which  hitherto  the  most  lucrative  branches  of  the 
Indian  trade  were  pursued ;  and  by  direftrng  the  duties  on 
the  articles  necessary  for  that  commerce  to  be  paid  only  at  the 
ahove  ports,  which  are  so  vefy  remote  from  this  and  the 
other  colonies,  that  the  importation  of  them  by  those  places 
will  be  attended  with  such  a  hf2.vj  expence  as  to  amount  to  a 
total  prohibition :  These  afts,  in  our  opinion,  bear    with 

peculiar 
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peculiar  hardship  on  the  pec^le  of  this  colonya  whe;|i  we  re^ 
fleA  on  the  vast  sums  of  money  which  have  b^en  expended  bf 
our  legislators  in  conciliating,  the  friendship  of  the  savages, 
and  the  essential  services  which  were  derived  to  the  British 
arms  during  the  last  war  for  our  alliance  with  and  influence 
over  them,  founded  on  free  and  unrestrained  commerce.  We 
are  at  a  loss  to  account  why  articles  imported  from  the  conti- 
nental colonies,  and  imported  into  the  province  of  Quebec, 
should  be  loaded  with  heavier  duties  th^  those  brpught  from 
the  West  India  Islands,-  by  which,  while  wq  are  deprived  o£ 
a  most  lucrative  branch  of  commerce,  wp  behold  a  disp*imi*- 
nation  made  between  us  and  the' sugar  colonies  to  our  ptOs* 
judice,  equally  injurious  and  unmerited. 

Nor  can  we  forbear  mentioning  the  jealousies  which  have 
been  excited  in  the  colonies  by  the  extension  of  the  limits  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  irr  which  the  Roman  Catholic. reli- 
gion has  received  such  ample  supports. 

Interested  as  we  must  consider  ourselves  in  whatever  may  af- 
feft  our  sister  cdonies,  we  cannot  help  feeling  for  the  distresses 
of  our  brethren  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  thie  several  afts  pf  Parliament  passed  relative  to  that 
province,  and  of  eariiestly  remonstrating  in  their  behalf.  At 
the  same  time  we  also  must  express  oj^r  disapprobation  of  the 
violent  measures  that  have  been  pursued  in  some  of  th^  colonies^ 
which  can  only  tend  to  encrease  our  misfortunes,  and  to  pre- 
vent our  obtaining  redress. 

We  claim  but  a  restoration  of  those  rights  which  we  en* 
joyed  by  general  consent  before  the  close  of  the  last  war ;  wc 
desire  no  more  than  a  continuation  of  that  ancient  government 
to  which  we  are  entitled  by  the  principles  of  the  British  con- 
stitution, and  by  which  alone  would  be  secured  to  us  the 
rights  of  Englishmen.  Attached  by  every  tie  of  interest  and 
regard  to  the  British  nation,  and  accustomed  to  behold  witl^ 
reverence  and  respeft  its  excellent  form  of  government,  we 
harbour  not  an  idea  of  diminishing  the  power  and  grandeur 
of  the  mother  country,  or  lessening  the  lustre  and  dignity  o^ 
Parliament  5  our  objeft  is  the  happiness  which  we  aire  con- 
vinced can  only  arise  from  the  union  of  both  countries.  To 
render  this  union  permanent  and  sojid,  we  esteem  it  the  un- 
doubted right  of  the  colonies  to  participate  of  that  constitu- 
tion whose  direft  end  and  aim  is'  the  liberty  of  the  subjeft  j 
fully  trusting  that  this  honourable  House  will  listen  w^th  at- 
tention to  our  complaints,  and  fedress  our  grievances,  by 
adopting  such  measures  as  shall  be  found  most  conducive  to 

Ii2  "       the 
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the  generd  wcjfare  of  the  whole  empire,  and  most  likdy  to 
restore  union  and  harmony  amongst  all  ifs  different  branches. 

By  order  (jfthe  General  AssemUjj 

JOHN    CViVGI^K,  Speaker. 

Assembly  Chamher^  City  of  New  Tork^ 
the  2^th  day  of  March  1 775^ 

May  16. 

The  order  of  the  day,  for  hearing  counsel  previous  to  the 
third  reading  oi  the  bill  for  erefting  a  light-house  on  the  rock 
called  the  Smalls  in  St.  George's  channel.  Mess.  Lee  and 
l^acdonald  were  heard  against  the  bill,  llieir  arguments 
went  chiefly  against  the  great  income  the  duties  to  be  coUeft- 
ed  by  the  bill  would  bring  in  to  the  intended  grantee,  and  the 
inipropriety  of  legalizing  a  patent,  which  wanted  evei*y  essen- 
tial quality  necessary  to  constitute  suih  a  species  of  grant.  A 
witness  was  examined,  to  prove  that  vessels  trading  to  Africa, 
America  and  the  southern  parts  of  Europe,  which  were  to  be 
charged  with  the  light-^house  duties,  would  derive  no  advantage 
from  the"  scheme. 

The  counsel  and  witnesses  being  withdrawn,  Mr.  Gascoigne 
moved  to  have  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  and  the  same  being 
read  accordingly,  the  Speaker  put  the  question  in  the  usud 
form,  "  Is  it  your  pleasure  that  the  bill  do  pass  ?" 

Lord  Frederick  Campbell  conkss^d,  he  had  no  doubt  but  the 
light-house  might  be  of  great  benefit  for  all  ships  or  vessels 
bailing  down  St.  George  s  channel  j  but  he  contended  that 
It  was  equally  absurd  and  imprecedented,  for  the  patentee  to 
come  to  Parliament,  for  a  perpetuity,  before  either  the  scheme 
was  proved  practicable,  or  if  so,  till  the  benefits  derived  from 
it  were  notorious  and  generally  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Gascoigne  observed,  that  he  was  glad  to  find  the  noble 
lord  gave  up  every  other  objeftion  but  that  of  granting  a  per- 
petuity. He  knew  his  lordship^s  industry,  and  that  if  his 
constituents  at  Glasgow  were  against  the  bill,  he  was  sure  his 
lordship  would  now  hold  a  different  language.  In  the  coiu^c 
of  his  speech,  he  hinted  that  a  misunderstanding  between  a 
certain  right  hon.  member  [Sir  William  Meredith]  and  the 
patentee  [Phillips]  remained  now  the  only  objedlion  to  the 
passing  of  the  bill. 

Sir  William  Meredith  said,  in  answer  to  something  Mr.  Gas- 
coigne suggested  of  a  confidential,  friendly  correspondence  hav- 
ing subsisted  between  him  and  Mr.  Phillips,  that  it  was  not  a 
subjcA  fit  to  eutertain  the  House  with ;  for  the  bill  must  stand 

or 
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or  fall  by  its  merits.  He  insisted  the  whole  plan  was  totally 
impracticable;  that  the  light-house  could  not  be  so  construed 
as  to  stand;  it  would  be  destroyed,  and  every  person  in  it  in- 
evitably perish;  and  that  probably  the  affair  would  end  as  sink- 
ing the  vessel  at  Plymouth  did,  and  the  present  adventurer, 
like  the  uhhappy  Day,  fall  a  sacrifice  to  his  own  temerity  an(i 
rashness. 

The  House  divided.    Ayes  48  ;  Noes  53-    The  bill  was  of 
course  thrown  out- 

May  17. 

Lottery  bill. 

Private  business. 

May  18. 

Sir  George  Savile  presented  the  following  petition : 

To  the  homufahle  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 

aisetnbled. 

,  The  humble  petition  and  memorial  of  his  Majesty's  anciem 
subjefts  the  seigneurs,  freeholders,  merchants,  traders,  ao^ 
pthers  settled  in  his  Majesty's  province  of  Quebec, 

Sheweth, 
That,  linder  the  sanftion  of  his  Majesty's  royal  proclamation, 
bearing  d^te  the  seventh  day  of  Oftober,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  onp  thousand  sevqn  hundred  and  sixty-three,  which  gra- 
ciously pro;ni§es  to  all  persons  inhabiting  in,  or  resorting  to, 
this  province,  jijs  royal  protection  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
beneiit  of  the  law^  pf  the  realm  of  Efngland,  imtil  assemblies 
should  be  called  therein,  they  did  come  and  settle  themselves 
in  this  province,  having  ent^rusted  their  own  properties, as  well 
^s  very  considerable  sums  of  their  friends,  in  goods  and  mer- 
chandize, from  Great  Britain,  and  intrusted  the  same  into  the 
hands  of  the  Canadians^  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  internal  tn^e 
in  the  province,  as  for  outsets  in  carrying  on  the  traffic  of  furs 
and  peltries  in  the  Indian  countries  and  fisheries  bejow  Quebec,' 
many  of  them  having  purchased  lands  and  houses,  and  been 
employed  in  agriculture,  and  the  exportation  of  gfvm  9i}d 
other  produce  to  foreig^  markets,  to  the  great  feejieJt  ?Xid 
emolument  of  the  said  province,  which  has  flourished  ^Wcfly 
by  the  industry  and  entei-pri^ing  spirit  of  the  said  sybjefls,  who, 
under  the  protection  of  British  laws,  and  by  the  assistance  of 
annual  supplies  of  British  manufa<Jhires,  and  pthec  goods  an4 
merchandize  obtained  upon  credit  from  the  merchants  6f  Great 
Britain,  have  been  enabled  to  carry  on  at  least  four  parts  in 
five  of  all  the  imports  and  exports  which  are  principally  ^is^de 

lia  ^  fai 
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in  British  bottoms,  the  latter  consisting  of  furs,  peltries,  wheat, 
fish,  oil,  pot-ash,  lumber,  and  other  country  produce :  and  for 
the  more  convenient  carrying  on  the  said  trade  andxrommerce, 
they  have  built  tvharfs  and  store-houses  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pence,  insoinuch  that  the  property  real  and  personal,  now  m 

"British  hands,  6r  by  them  entrusted  to  Canadians  at  a  long 

.  credit,  is  one  half  of  the  whole  value  of  the  province,  exclusive 
of  the  wealth  of  the  different  commimities ;  which  your  peti- 
tioners have  in  part  set  forth  in  the  humble  petition  to  his 
most  excellent  Majesty,  dated  at  Quebec  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December,  which  was  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  5  humbly  prayings  that 
he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  require  his  governor  or  com- 
mander in  chirf  to  call  a  general  assembly,  in  such  tnanner, 
and  of  such  constitution  -and  form,  as  to  his  Majesty's  royal 
wisdom  should  seem  best  adapted  to  secure  the  peace,  welfare, 
send  good  government  of  this  province.  Wherefore  with  deep 
concern  they  observe,  that  in  certain  examinations  taken  be- 

'  fore  your  honourable  Hous^,  the  British  subjefts  here  have 
been  grossly  abused  and  misrepresented,  as  well  as  to  their 
numbers  as  in  their  importance  in  this  province.  For  the 
number  of  the  new  subjefts  has,  we  humbly  conceive,  been 

*  greatly  exaggerated,  it  being,  by  the  last  computation,  about 
seventy-five  thousand ;'  whereas,  by  an  enumeration  of  the 
British  subjefts,  they  amount  at  this  time  to  upwards  of  three 
thousand  souls,  besides  many  that  we  cannot  immediately  as- 
certain, that  are  dispersed  in  the  Indian  countries  carrying  on 
trafEck  with  the  savages,  besides  the  merchants  and  traders 

'  with  their  families  settled  at  Detroit  and  its  dependencies,  and 
at  the  fisheries  below  Quebec.  .  And  whereas  an  aft  of  Par- 
liament has  lately  passed,  intituled,  "  An  aft  for  the  making 
more  effeftual  provision  for  the  government  of  the  province 
of  Quebec  in  North  America  ;**  which  is  said  to  have  bcfen 
passed  upon  the  principles  of^humanity  and  justice,  and  that  at 
the  pressing  instance  and  request  of  the  new  subjefts,  signified 

'  to  his  Majesty  by  an  humble  petition  setting  forth  their  dk« 
like  to  the  British  laws  and  form  of  government,  and  prayitlg. 
In  the  name  of  all  the  inhabitants  and  citizens  of  the  province, 
to  have  the  French  institutes  in  their  stead,  and  a  total  aboli- 
*tiqn  of  trials  by  jury,  together  with  a  capacity  of  holding  places 
of  honour  and  trust  in  common  with  his  Majesty's  ancient 
subjefts.  We  crave  leave  to  inform  your  honoiu-able  House, 
that  the  said  petition  was  never  imparted  to  the  inhabitants  in 
general,  (that  is)  the  freeholders,  merchants  and  traders,  who 

are 
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^e  equally  alarmed  with  us  at  the  Canadian  laws  being  to  tal^p 
place,  but  was  in  a  secret  manner  carried  ^bout'^and  signed  hff 
a  few  of  the  seigneurs^  chevaliers,  advocates,  and  others  m  th^ 
confidence,  at  the  suggestions,  and  under  the  influence  olth^ 
priests  5  who,  iinder  colour  of  French  laws,  have  obtained  .a|i 
aft  of  Parliament  which  deprives  his  Majesty's  ancient  sul^* 
jefts  of  all  their  rights  and  firanchises,  destroys  the  habeas  corpus 
aft>  and  the  inestimable  privilege  pf  trial  by  juries,  the  opljr 
security  against  the  venality  of  a  corrupt  judge,  and  gives  ui>« 
limited  power  to  the  governor  and  council  to  alter  the  criminal 
laws  ;  which  aft  has  already  struck  a  damp  upon  the  credit  of 
the  country,  and  alarmed  all  your  humble  petitioners  with  the 
just  apprehensions  of  arbitrary  fines  and  imprisonment,  and 
which,  if  it  takes  place,  will  oblige  them  to  quit  the  province* 
or,  in  the  end,  it  must  accomplish  their  rpin,  and  impoverish 
or  hurt  their  generous  creditprs,  the  merchants  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, &c.  To  prevent  which,  your  petitioners  most  humbly 
pray,  that  the  said  aft  may  be  repealed  or  amended,  and  th^t 
they  »may  have  the  benefit  and  protection  pf  the  English  laws, 
in  so  far  as  relates  to  personal  property ;  and  that  their  liberty 
may  be  ascertained  according  to  their  ancient  constitutional 
rights  and  privileges,  heretofore  granted  to  all  his  Majestyjs 
dutiful  subjefts  throughout  the  British  empire. 

And  your  peifitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 
Quebec,  I  atl^  Nov.  1774. 

[Signed  by  the  Quebec  committee,  the  Montreal  coiivnittce,i 
and  others.     In  all,  184  persons.] 

Sir  George.  Sav'ile  took  a  retr««p.eft  of  the  Quebec  aft  :  said 
the  prayer  of  the  petition,  relative  tP  the  habeas  coi-pus  aft,  was 
not  a  matter  involved  in  nice  distinftaons  of  law,  ch:  to  be  fa-, 
jthomed  and  decided  through  the  medium  and  by  the  rules  of 
deep  political  investigation;  it  was  an  alternative  which  struck 
'.,with  equal  force  the  meanest  or  most  enlightened  un4erstand-e 
l,ing  ;  it  was  simply  "Whether  people  would  wish  to  be  freeing 
of  slaves,  under  a  government  which  if  honestly  or  wisely  ad* 
/ministered,  held  out  freedom  indiscriminately  to  every  indi- 
vidual entitled  to  its  proteftion.     And  ]ie  would  be  bold  to 
maintain,  that  the  proposition  in  favour  of  an  habeas  corpus 
law  was  so  self-evident,  and  carried  with  it  such  intuitive, 
forcible  conviftion,   that  the  English,  French,  Popish,   and 
Prptestant,  whites,  blacks,  tawnies,  nay  the  very  beasts  of  the 
fields,  and  reptiles  crawling  on  the  earth,  were  they  capable  of 
distinguishing  between  the  value  of  personal  liberty,  and  being 
.  I  i  4  shut 
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«hut  up  in  a  prisoojat  the  will  of  a  tyrant^  would  unit^inoiie 
Toice,  in  crying  out  for  the  enjoyment  of  so  inestimable  a  Wcs^ 
sing  as  the  ha^as  corpus  aft.     He  turned  to  the  ministry ,  ob- 
serving with  indignaticm  the  mean  subterfuges  they  were  driven 
to,  when  they  endeavoured  to  persuade  Parliament,  that  a  go- 
vernor who  was  obliged  literally  to  comply  with  his  instruc- 
tions, assisted  by  the  five  popish  counsellors,  would  do  what 
they  {the  ministry)  did  not  think  fit  to  let  Parliament  do.   He 
said,  he  was  informed  that   orders  had  been  given  to  raise  a 
Canadian  regiment  of  French  papists.     When  those  guardians 
of  the  laws  of  England,  and  the  Protestant  religion,  are  embo- 
died, where  will  they  march  ?  or  for  what  service  are  they 
destined  ?    Not,  I  hope,  to  quell  the  Protestant   peaceable 
settlers,  nor  yet  the  still  more  favoured  and  loyal  French  Pa- 
pists ;  but  to  sit,  I  presume,  mere  inaftive  speftators.     No, 
that  I  cannot  believe.     I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to  point  out 
how  far  they  might  legally  march  ;  but  were  I  to  form  any 
conjefture  about  the  limits  they  would  set  to  themselves  witn 
arms  in  their  hands,  and  the  instant  they  would  forbear  to  aj^ 
I  should  presume  that  the  limits  would  be  some  river  or  lake, 
over  which  they  had  no  means  of  conveyance,  and  the  instant 
they  would  cease  to  aft  in  a  military  manner  would  be,  when 
all  their  powder,  ball  and  ammunition  were  spent.     I  am, 
therefore,  strongly  against  raising  or  embodying  anv  regiment 
of  French  Papists.     He  concluded  with  a  motion  far  repeall- 
ing the  aft  for  making  provision  fpr  the  better  government  of 
*  the  province  of  Quebec. 

He  was  seconded  by  Mr.  T.  TonvHshcndy  who  condemned 
the  bill  throughout,  as  the  most  unjust,  impolitic,  and  uticon- 
stitutional,  that  ever  received  the  sanftion  of  a  British  House 
of  Parliament.  He  said,  the  Canadians  themselves'  had  b6en 
deceived,  as  they  were  assured  that  they  should  have  the  benefit 
of  an  assembly,  the  habeas  corpus  aft,  and  trial  by  jury.     - 

Mr.  De  Grey  entered  into  a  view  of  the  colony  before  the 
passing  of  the  bill,  destitute  of  all  law,  order,  or  security,  in 
point  of  property ;  and  insisted  that  the  present  government, 
however  exceptionable  in  some  rcspc fts,  was  better  than  none, 
and  ought  to  be  continued  till  tlu  province  was  prepared  to 
receive  an  assembly. 

Mr,  Ho*u!ard  spoke  warmly  against  the  aft  j  said  it  -  was 
brought  in  at  the  end  of  the  last  session,  when  the  House  had 
not  the  information  it  now  possessed ;  said  he  was  against  it 
t.^.c;!,  and  should  ever  continue  to  be  so,  as  a  disgrace  to  the 
statutes.  He  was  severe  on  Dr.  Shcbbeare,  whom  he  repre- 
sented 
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sented  as  pensioned  for  vilifying  the  charafters  of  King  VfiU 
liam  and  Queen  Mary^  and  the  late  King,  and  writing  against 
the  Revolution. 

Lord  North  said^  if  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made  the  mo- 
tion for  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill  to  repeal  the  aft  in  question, 
had  been  informed  ot  what  had  passed  in  the  other  House  the 
preceding  day,*  he  presumed  he  never  would  have  made  that 
motion,  as  he  knew  no  bill  could  pass  without  the  consent  of 
the  Lords.  Mr.  T.  ToWnshend  cried,  ''to  order,  to  order,'*and 
it  was  instantly  echoed  from  almost  every  part  of  the  House. 
His  lordship  insisted  what  he  said  was  not  disorderly.  For 
his  part,  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  aft  was  the  same  as  it 
was  last  year  when  it  passed,  and  as  well  now  as  then  looked 
upon  the  aft  to  be  built  on  principles  of  the  most  just,  most 
proper,  and  most  sound  policy  ;  being  extremely  glad  to  have 
it  discussed,  for  the  more  it  was  examined,  the  more  it  met 
with  his  approbation.  He  avowed  the  intention  of  arming 
the  Canadians.  He  said,  he  stood  up  in  his  pkce  to  assert, 
that  if  the  refraflxjry  colonies  cannot  be  reduced  to  obedience 
by  the  present  farce,  he  should  think  it  a  right,  proper,  apd 
necessary  measure  to  arm  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Canada,  and 
to  employ  them  on  that  service.  He  further  observed,  that 
when  Great  Britain  and  America  were  contending  about  so- 
vereignty, if  any  colony  had  discovered  a  proper  sense  of  duty, 
and  united  itself  in  principle  with  this  country,  it  was  liable  to 
objeftion  from  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  ^  but  if  it 
joined  the  other  colonies  against  the  legislature  (for  the 
quarrel  was  not  with  the  ministry  but  the  Parliament),  those 
gentlemen  would,  he  could  venture  to  affirm,  hold  a  different 
language ;  and  declared,  whatever  others  might  think  on  the 
sulqect,  he  did  not  approve  of  juries  in  civil  cases.  However, 
he  said,  he  would  vaiture  to  affirm,  the  dispute  with  America 
was  not  so  alarming  as  some  people  apprehended.  He  had  not 
the  least  doubt  this  dispute  would  end  speedily,  happily,  and 
without  bloodshed. 

Mr.  Foxj  alluding  to  Lord  North's  observation,  that  the  bill 
originated  in  the  Lords,  observed,  that  this  construftion  or 
apology  arose,  because  his  lordship  did  not  chuse  to  own  who 
was  the  real  planner  of  it  5  that  with-holding  from  the  Cana- 
dians an  assembly,  and  putting  arms  in  their  hands,  shewed 
he  was  more  afraid  of  their  tongues  than  their  swords  ;  and 

^  "'■'*■■   ■  ■      I    1  ■  I  ■   ■  ■■  ■  ■■■■■■  I.  ■■     ^ II      . 

*  The  like,  motion  was  made  in  the  House  of  Lords  by 
Lord  Camden.     Seethe  LcrdsDebates^ 

that 
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that  after  eleven  years  shameful  negleft  and  procmstinatifliia 
be  -n^s  fcmvinced,  if  tUe  disputes  had  not  arisen  wkh  oar 
American  colonies,  the  adk  of  last  year  would  have  never  been 
thought  of;  but  the  colony  would  be  left  wkhoot  law  or  any 
political  regulation  whatever. 

Sir  Robert  Smyth,  Not  having  had  the  honcnir  of  a  seat 
m  the  last  Parliament,  and  never  before  this  day  an  o^ipatr 
Conity  of  publicly  declaring  my  sentiments  upon  this'iuUf 
I  am  in  some  measure  indebted  to  my  honourable  friend  near 
sne,  who  has  given  me  that  opportunity  by  the  proposition  of 
to-day. 

However  great  my  opinion  may  be  of  the  abilities-  and  iok 
tegfity  of  my  worthy  friend,  however  high  my  esteem  for  his 
private  as  well  as  his  parliamentary  character,  however  just  my 
respeft  for  his  abilities,  or  my  ddference  for  his  judgmentt  | 
find  myself  obliged,  upon  many  occasions,  to  differ  mun  him 
upon  public  questions  \  such  I  confess  is  the  case  with  respe& 
to  the  present  propositicm. 

I  -am  very  sorry  at  this  late  hour,  and  under  the  pceseat 
impatience  of  the  House,  to  trespass  upon  their  time.  It  k 
Tery  seldom  I  take  that  liberty,  and  always  .with  the  greatest 
degree  of  reluctance  \  for  I  can  $^Ay  say,  it  is  as  painful 
and  disagreeable  to  me  to  speak,  as- 1  fear  it  is  unpleasing  and 
improfitable  to  the  House  to  hear  me ;  I  do  not  therefore 
ihean  to  enter  into  the  detail  of  this  argument,  which  has 
been  very  ably  and  very  minutely  discussed,,  but  shall  content 
myself  with  giving  my  general  reasons  why  I  approve  of  this 
bill. 

When  the  glory  of  our  arms  had  extended  into. almost 
every  part  of  the  globe,  and  a  very  considerable  addition  of 
territory  acquired  by  war^became  confirmed  to  us  by  the  sub-* 
sequent  treaty  of  peace,  it  was  the  duty  of  a  wise,  as  well  as 
a  warlike  nation,  that  what  had  been  acquired  by  conquest 
-should  be  established  by  proper  and  wholesome  regulations : 
what  had  been  the  obje£t  of  our  ambition  to  conquer,  neces- 
sarily became  the  object  of  our  policy  to  arrange.  The  pro- 
vince of  Canada,  the  most  extensive  as  well  as  the  most  va- 
luable of  our  acquisitions,  was  in  such  a  state  of  confusion  at 
the  expiration  of  the  v.^^ar^  that  it  has  been  the  obje£t  of  suc- 
cessive administrations  for  these  ten  years  past,  to  give  it  a 
solid  and  permament  system  of  jurisprudence.  But  the  fluc- 
tuating state  of  oar  politics,  the  rapid  changes  of  measures, 
■and  the  precarious  and  uncertain  tenure  by  which  ministers 
held  their  employment^  made  .them  more  anxious  about  pre- 
serving 
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-ferving  their  own  power  at  honje,  than  fonmng  e^'blishments 
iot  oar  distant  provinces  abroad. 

The  very  great  disproportion  between  the  'Canadian  and 
'Jteili$h$abje&,  as  was  paved  at  your  bar,  made  it  an  t)bjeft 
of  justice  as  well  as  of  sound  policy,  that  the  Canadian  laws 
stould  fiwin  the  basis  of  your  system,  and  that  the  English  . 
JawB  >shoald  ovdy  be  adopted  in  criminal  cases,  where  -tri^  by 
jury  giviBS  them  an  advantage  over  every  other  system  that 
ever  was  instituted.    Whoever  reflects  upon  the  excellencies 
•ctf  the  British  laws,  whoever  considers  them  in  theory,  or  sees 
^die  daily  adxi^antages  of  them  in  praftice,  whoever  justly  ad- 
mires 4thcm  fortheir  peculiar  lenity,  moderation,  equity,  arid 
impartiality,  would  wish  to  see  them  extended  over  the  whole 
,£ux  of  the  British  empire;  but  if  there  are  local  and  circum- 
stantial reasons,  arising  from  the  national  chara^er  of  the 
people,  their  language,  customs,  usages,  institutions,  and  I 
asrill  even>add,  their  prejudices,  which  in  this  case  ought  to 
.  be  consulted,  and  not  only  consulted,  but  in  some  measure 
rjudutgedv  if  there  are  Reasons  arising  from  these  various  cir- 
"  cixmstances,  that  make  it  impossible  for  the  English  laws  to  be 
"adopted  in  their  original  purity,  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
^-a  legislator  i&not  only  justified,  but  that  it  is  an  essential  part 
i4if  his  duty,  so  to  alter  and  modify  these  laws,  as  may  best 
-adapt  and  accommodate  them  to  the  peculiar  genius  and 
temper  of  the  people,  so  as  to  become  the  best  rule  of  civil 
condu6b  possible,  and  the  best  calculated  to  promote  their  ge- 
-ncralhappiness.    it  was  ever  the  maxim  of  the  greatest  legis- 
-htors  of  antiquity,  to  ccmsult  the  manners  and  dispositions  of 
the  people,  and  the  degrees  of  improvement  they  had  then 
received,  ^nd  to  frame  such  a  system  of  laws  as  was  best  suited 
to  their  then  immediate  situation.     Thus,  Sir,  when  Lycurgus 
was  reproached  with  not  having  given  to  the  Spartans  the 
most  perfect  code  of  laws,  he  acknowledged  they  were  not  the 
best  he  was  capable  of  giving  them,  but  the  best  they  were 
then  capable  of  receiving* 

Therefore,  Sir,  without  entering  at  this  late  hour  into  the 
detail  of  arguments  whigh  have  already  been  very  largely  and 
very  ably  discussed,  I  shall  content  myself  with  dissenting- 
from  the  present  motion,  and  supporting  the  Quebec  bill 
upon  grounds,  and  from  reasons,  founded  upon  the  general 
principles  of  the  fitness^  policy,  expediency  and  necessity  of 
the  measure. 

Colonel  Barre^  after  complimenting  Sir  Robert  Smyth  on 
his  great  powers  of  eloquence,  assured  him  if  he  had  heard 

the 
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the  evidence  at  the  bar  last  year,  he  would  ha^e  been  of  ano- 
other  way  of  thinking.  He  sported  a  good  deal  with  the 
Comptroller's  white  wand,  and  was  called  to  order. 

Sir  Wmiam  Meredith  obsenred,  that  whatever  magic  pow«r 
it  might  contain,  it  was  no  weapon  of  defence. 

Colonel  Barrc  said,  he  might  have  been  disorderly,  but 
desired^  for  his  own  justification,  and  the  satisfadion  of  the 
House,  if  there  was  any  standing  order  of  the  House  respect- 
ing the  Comptroller  and  his  wand,  that  it  might  be  read, 
€>therwbe  he  should  look  upon  himself  at  Uberty  to  allude  to 
Mr.  Comptroller  and  his  wand  as  often  as  either  came  in  the 
I  way;  for  if  they  did  not  contain  any  great  store  of  wit  them- 
selves, they  at  least  bore  a  strong  resemblance  to  another  well- 
known  facetious  knight,  they  were  the  occasion  of  producing 
k  in  others.  He  said,  that  in  the  discussion  of  the  Quebec 
bill  last  year,  he  had  often  asked  who  was.  the  father  of  it,  but 
could  never  receive  any  satisfactory  answer  tiJU  this  day,  when 
the  noble  Lord's  speech,  and  that  irresistible  partiality  parents 
are  known  to  have  for  their  own  offspring,  gave  him  reason 
to  believe  that  the  noble  Lord  himself  was  the  true  father  of 
that  monstrous  production  of  tyranny,  injustice  and  arbitrary 
power.  He  next  took  notice  of  the  Spanish  armament  \  said 
he  supposed  the  conquest  of  Gibraltar  waa  what  they  had  in 
contemplation ;  that  he  advised  the  noble  Lord  last  year  to 
order  some  additional  works  towards  the  sea,  as  the  only  pla^e 
in  which  it  was  vulnerable;  but  it  was  now  too  kte,  lor  if 
the  Spaniards  attacked  it  with  a  fleet,  the  fate  of  it  must  be 
decided  in  spite  of  all  the  possible  assistance  Britain  could 
give  it. 

The  House  divided:  for  the  question  86;  against  it  174. 

May  19.  '■ 

No  Debate.     Adjourned  to  May  22. 

May  22. 

No  Debate.     Adjourned  to  May  24. 

May  24. 


No  Debate. 
Nothing  material. 


May  25. 


May  26. 

The  King  being  come  to  the  House  of  Peers,  to  put  an  end 
to  the  session,  sent  for  the  Commons :  the  Speaker,  'with  the 
House,  went  up,  and  previous  to  the  royal  assent  being  given 
to  the  bills  which  were  ready,  the  Speaker  delivered  himself 
to  tlic  following  purport : 

SIR, 
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SIRj 

Tour  faithful  Commons  present  to  yon  three  pioney  biUsJ , 
the  first  for  raising  money  by  loans  of  Exchequer  bilk  for  the 
service  of  the  year  1 775 ;  the  second  for  establishing  a  lottery, 
and  for  paying  off  i,ooo,doooL  3  per  cent,  annuities,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned;  and  the  other  for  appro- 
priating the  surplusses  of  the  sinking  fund  for*  the  service  of 
the  current  yeafi  These  arfe  all  necessary  grants,  but  they  are 
yet  very  heavy,  and  are  what  nothing  but  the  particular  cxi- 
l^ncies  of  the  times  could  justify,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace. 
The  unhappy  differences  in  America,  have  been  the  chief 
cause  of  this  expence;  and  I  trust,  that  when  the  pimple  6i 
America  see,  in  a  proper  light,  the  conduft  of  this  country^ 
, they  will  learn  to  pay  proper  obedience  to  the  laws;  if,  oa 
the  contrary,  they  should  persist  in  their  resolutions,  and  that 
the  swofd  must  be  drawn,  your  faithful  Commons  will  dt> 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  maiiitain  and  support  the  supre- 
macy of  this  legislature.  A  great  part  of  the  session  has  been 
taken  up  in  determining  complaints  respecting  controverted 
elections.  I  cannot  but  admire  the  wisdom  of  the  last  Par- 
liament in  enafting  that  law;  neither  can  I  withhold  the  praise 
justly  due  to  the  committees  who  have  afted  so  much  to  the 
satisfaftion  of  the  public,  and  so  fully  in  discharge  of  their 
own  consciences.  On  the  i^hole,  Sir,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
you  will  fahhfully  apply  the  ^money  thus  granted  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  it  was  appropriated.        ; 

The  bills  having  passed,  the  King  put  an  end  to  the  session 
with  the  following  speech: 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  cannot,  in  justice  to  you,  forbear  to  express  my  entire  sa- 
tisfaction in  your  conduft^  during  the  course  of  this  important 
session* 

You  have  maintained,  with  a  firm  and  steady  resolution,, 
the  rights  of  my  crown,  and  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
which  I  shall  ever  consider  as  inseparable:  You  have  proteCled 
and  promoted  the  commercial  interests  of  my  kingdoms^;  and 
you  have,  at  the  same  time,  given  convincing  proofs  of  your 
readiness  (as  far  as  the  constitution  will  allow  you)  to  gratify 
the  wishes,  and  remove  the  apprehensions  of  my  subjects  iii 
America;  and  I  am  persuaded,  that  the  most  salutary  effecls 
must,  in  the  end,  result  from  measures  formed  and  condu<Sted 
on  such  principles. 

The  late  mark  of  your  affeilionate  attachment  to  me  and  to 

the 
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the  Queen,  and  the  zeal  and  unanimity  which  accon^anied 
iif  demand  my  particular  thanks.* 

I  have  the  satisfadkion  to  acquaint  you,  that^  as  well  horn 
the  general  dispositions  of  other  powers,  as  firom  the  sdemn 
assurances  which  I  have  received,  I  have  great  reason  to  ex*' 
peft  the  continuance  (^  peace:  nothing  on  my  part,  consistent 
with  the  maintenance  ot  the  honour  and  interest  of  ray  Ung- 
doms^  shall  be  wanting  to  secure  the  public  tranquillity. 

Genriemen  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

It  gives  me  much  concern,  that  the  unhappy  disturbances  in 
some  of  my  colonies  have  obl^ed  me  to  propose  to  yon  an 
augmentation  of  my  army,  and  nave  prevented  me  from  com- 
pleating  the  intended  redu^pn  of  the  establishment  of  my 
naval  forces*  I  cannot  sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  chear- 
fulness  and  public  spirit  with  which  you  have  granted  the 
supplies  for  the  several  services  of  the  current  year. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  nothing  to  desire  of  you,  but  to  use  the  best  cAda^ 
vours  to  preserve  and  cultivate,  in  your  several  counties^  the 
same  regard  for  public  order,  and  the  same  discernment  of 
their  true  interests,  which  have  in  these  times  distinguished 
the  character  of  my  faithful  and  beloved  people;  and  the  con- 
tinuance of  which  cannot  fail  to  render  them  happy  at  home^ 
and  respefted  abroad. 


*  Alluding  to  a  bill,   which  silently  passed,   for  settling 
Buckingham  House  on  the  Queen,  in  Ueu  of  Somerset. 
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Reioltttioii  of  Virginia  ofieersj-  tbcSit  9 

193  Sopplyt  4rtides  oi^  c^vaased^ 

Restraining  bills.     See  Bill.  443, 459 

Saltash  chaiter »  debate  on,  4x5  Treasury  boavd,  osinute  of,  3^ 

Sawbridge,  Mr.  his  motion  for  Troops  sent  from  Ireland  to  be 

short  pailiaments^  136-  cloathed  from  thence^  447~ 

Seamen  TOted,  9,  11,  185  Trowbridgp.    See  Petition. 

Sermon.  See  January.  Virnnia,  resolution  of  officers 

Shaftesbury^  bill  to  suspend eleb*  of ,  195 

tioB  of»  46s  Walker,  &•  esq.  his  endence. 

Small  notes,   bill   to   preventy  $$% 

401  WaUace,  Capt.  his  letter  to  ad* 

Smalls,  rock,  bill  granting  it  to  miral  Graves,.63 

Mr.  Phillips,  452,  470  Watson,  Mr*  0.  aia  evidence, 

thrown  out,  484  262 


Somerset-house.     SeeBueking-  Wentwortb,  Got«.  hia  letter^ 

ham-house.  63  to  73,  107 

Speaker,  Sir  F.  Norton  made,  x  WilmingtoB,  resolutions  at,  98 

Speaker's    doubt  on  the  form  Wright,  Sir  Jamesj  his  jlcttcrs# 

of  hearing  controverted  eleo-  9^97 
tions  z 
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